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T H E S E A R E Y O U R O R D E R S ! 

T h e " O l d M a n " 

O u r 7 0 3 r d N e w s l e t t e r is a w o r t h w h i l e 

s u p p l e m e n t to t h e T h i r d A r « o r e d D i v i s i o n 

n e w s l e t t e r . O u r " 7 0 3 r d R o a d B l o c k " o f f e r s a l l 

7 0 3 r d n e m b e r s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to r e l a t e t h e i r 

p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s a n d r e a c t i o n s . If e n o u g h 

of us d o so, we c a n a c t u a l l y c o a p i l e a n 

i m p o r t a n t h i s t o r i c a l d o c u m e n t for p o s t e r l t y - -

not o n l y for our o w n c o m r a d e s - i n - a r m s b u t for 

f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s a s w e l l . If o u r n e w s l e t t e r 

is to b e a s u c c e s s in t h e c o m p i l a t i o n of t h a t 

h i s t o r i c a l a c c o u n t , e s p e c i a l l y at t h i s l a t e 

d a t e , 45 y e a r s a f t e r V . E . D a y , a l l or n e a r l y 

a l l 7 0 3 ' e r s m u s t f o r w a r d t h e i r " s t o r y " to t h e 

E d i t o r - - l i t e r a l l y o v e r w h e l m h i m - - a n d let h i m 

c h o o s e t h o s e m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e . O t h e r w i s e , our 

s t o r y w i l l n e v e r b e t o l d ! 

W . E . S h o w a l t e r 

C o l o n e l , U . S . A r m y ( R e t i r e d ) 

(WW II C O . , 7 0 3 r d T . D . B n . ) 

F O R O P E N E R S 

J a c k , a 5 t h g r a d e r , had s h a r e d w i t h h i s 

m a t e s in S u n d a y S c h o o l t h e s t i r r i n g E x o d u s 

s t o r y a n d u p o n r e t u r n h o m e f o u n d h i s D a d 

r e a d y for s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n , " H o w y o u 

d o i n ' ? " H e p r o m p t l y a s k e d , " W h a t d i d y o u 

l e a r n t h i s S u n d a y ? " 

J a c k t o l d of t h e E g y p t i a n s p u r s u i n g t h e 

e m i g r a t i n g J e w s , M o s e s in t h e c o m m a n d of t h e 

p u r s u e d , t h e p o n t o o n b r i d g e s l a i d a c r o s s t h e 

R e d S e a a n d a c o o r d i n a t e d a i r a n d s e a a t t a c k 

w i p i n g o u t t h e e n e m y ! 

D a d w a s l e a r n i n g , a l r e a d y , t h a t h i s 

s p r o u t w a s s i g n a l l i n g h o w a n e w g e n e r a t i o n 

m i g h t u n d e r s t a n d e v e n t s d i f f e r e n t l y t h a n 

" D a d ' s " ! S t i l l he h a d to s n a p b a c k . " W h a t 

w e r e y o u r e a l l y t a u g h t ? " 

J a c k t r i e d to w a v e h i m o f f . " Y o u ' d 

n e v e r b e l i e v e w h a t r e a l l y h a p p e n e d ! O u r 

t e a c h e r , M r . ( L e n ) S t r a u b , i n s i s t e d t h a t It 

w a s a 7 0 3 r d R o a d B l o c k t h a t m a d e t h e E g y p ­

t i a n s s i t t i n g d u c k s for t h e b o m b e r s a n d t h e 

a r t i l l e r y ! " 

T H E T H I R D A R M O R E D D I V I S I O N 

R E U N I O N 

R e n o / S p a r k s , N e v a d a 9 / 1 7 - 2 0 / 1 9 9 0 

S e e t h e d i v i s i o n n e w s l e t t e r or c o n t a c t the 

c e n t r a l o f f i c e at P . O . B o x 6 1 7 4 3 , 

P h o e n i x . A r i z o n a . 8 5 8 0 2 - 1 7 4 3 . 

- I N Q U I R Y -

C o l o n e l S h o w a l t e r r e q u e s t s t h a t a n y o n e 

h a v i n g a n y I n f o r m a t i o n , a d d r e s s , e t c . of 

C L I N T O N R E I D , " C " C o . 7 0 3 r d , g e t It to h i m 

s o t h a t he c a n a t t e m p t to u p g r a d e t h e a w a r d 

for h e r o i s m p r e s e n t e d t o R e l d . A f t e r f o r t y 

f i v e y e a r s , d o i n g s o m a y b e I m p o s s i b l e or at 

l e a s t d i f f i c u l t , but he is w i l l i n g to t r y . 

T h i s r e f e r s to " H a p " P a u l s e n ' s , " O v e r T h e 

Q u o t a " p o e m in t h e D e c e m b e r , 1 9 8 9 T h i r d 

A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n N e w s l e t t e r . 

C o l o n e l W . E. S h o w a l t e r ( R e t . ) 

1 3 6 0 - 4 0 B l a c k F o r e s t D r I v e 

D a y t o n . O h i o . 4 5 4 4 9 

A C O M M E M O R A T I V E M E D A L 

Y o u e a r n e d t h e B e l g i a n F o u r r a g e r e ! Y o u 

c a n h a v e t h i s c o m m e m o r a t i v e m e d a l ! T h e y c o s t 

$ 9 . 8 5 s i n g l y , or $ 7 . 5 0 in d o z e n l o t s . A r e 

t h e r e a d o z e n of us w h o w a n t o n e ? C a l l our 

S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r , or o r d e r d i r e c t . U . S . 

M i l i t a r y S p e c i a l t l e s , A i r F o r c e A c a d e m y , C o l o r a d o 

P . O B o x 2 4 1 

T O H E L P Y O U L O O K B A C K . T O R E L I V E A N D T O 

R E C R E A T E H I S T O R Y F O R E V E R Y O N E ! 

B e l o w a r e t h e d e c l a s s i f i e d r e p o r t s 

of our b a t t a l i o n i n t e l l i g e n c e o f f i c e r n a r r a t ­

i n g t h e m o v e m e n t s a n d s o m e of t h e c h a r a c t e r 

of t h e a c t i o n o f , "A", "B", a n d " C " c o m p a n i e s 

for t e n d a y s at t h e t u r n of F e b r u a r y I n t o 

M a r c h , 1 9 4 5 . Y o u r e d i t o r r e m e m b e r s n o t o n l y 

t h a t a c h u n k of K r a u t s h r a p n e l p u t h i m a m o n g 

t h e " w a l k i n g w o u n d e d " in m i d - J a n u a r y , but at 

l e a s t , w h e n he r e t u r n e d f r o m a n E n g l i s h 

h o s p i t a l In M a y , he l e a r n e d t h a t t h e r e had 

b e e n n o K I A ' s In h i s c o m p a n y s i n c e h e had 

b e e n h i t ! I t ' s n o t h a p p y h i s t o r y , b e c a u s e It 

w a s not t r u e for o t h e r c o m p a n i e s . S e e t h e 

r e p o r t b e l o w . In t h i s f i r s t I s s u e of t h e 

N e w s l e t t e r , "C" C o m p a n y Is f e a t u r e d . "A" a n d 

"B" w i l l f o l l o w In s u c c e s s i v e i s s u e s . 

N o r m a n d y N o r t h e r n F r a n c e T h e . R h l n e l a n d T h e A r d e n n e s C e n t r a l E u r o p e 
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D E C L A S S I F I E D P E R E X E C U T I V E O R D E R 1 2 3 5 6 . 

S e c t i o n 3,3, 7 3 5 0 1 7 By N N D , D a t e 1 9 7 3 

N o . 4 , 5 , 6 to A A / A c t i o n R p t . , H q . 

T D Bn, d a t e d 4 A p r i l 1 9 4 5 

S E C R E T 

HQ 7 0 3 r d T D B n . A P O 2 3 0 

A C T I O N O F "C" C O M P A N Y . 26 F e b r u a r y -

M a r c h 7. 1 9 4 5 

D u r i n g o p e r a t i o n s of t h e 3rd A r m o r e d 

D i v i s i o n in its a t t a c k f r o m t h e R O E R R I V E R to 

C O L O G N E , " C " C o . ( m i n u s t h e 1st p l a t o o n ) w a s 

a t t a c h e d to T a s k F o r c e Y E O M A N S , u n d e r d i v i ­

s i o n c o n t r o l . T h e f o l l o w i n g n a r r a t i v e c o v e r s 

its a c t i o n . 

1st P l a t o o n 

T F Y E O M A N S m o v e d o u t at 0 4 0 0 h o u r s , 

26 F e b r u a r y f r o m D U R E N a n d b y 1 7 0 0 h o u r s h a d 

r e a c h e d M A N H E I M ( F 2 0 2 5 4 2 ) w h e r e t h e T D ' s 

e s t a b l i s h e d r o a d b l o c k s for t h e n i g h t . A t 

0 6 0 0 h o u r s t h e n e x t m o r n i n g t h e y m o v e d t o w a r d 

B E R R E N D O R F ( F 1 9 3 5 9 4 ) w h e r e t h e y r e c e i v e d 

h e a v y a r t i l l e r y f i r e . O n e r o u n d s t r u c k t h e 

h o u s e in w h i c h t h e P l a t o o n C P w a s l o c a t e d , 

k i l l i n g P v t . P a p i n o u a n d w o u n d i n g P v t . D a v i s . 

F r o m B E R R E N D O R F t h e t a s k f o r c e a t t a c k e d 

G R O U V E N ( F 2 0 5 6 0 3 ) a n d w a s u n a b l e to t a k e t h e 

t o w n . A f t e r r e g r o u p i n g t h e y a t t a c k e d T g a f n 

a n d s e i z e d t h e t o w n . T h e 1st S e c t i o n r e m a i n e d 

In G R O U V E N w h i l e t h e 2 n d S e c t i o n c o n t i n u e d 

w i t h p a r t of t h e t a s k f o r c e t o a t t a c k 

Z I E V E R I C H t h a t n i g h t . T h e f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g 

t h e 2 n d S e c t i o n r e t u r n e d t o G R O U V E N a n d 

r e j o i n e d t h e p l a t o o n . 

On M a r c h 1 a t 0 3 0 0 h o u r s , t h e T D ' s m o v e d 

a c r o s s t h e E R F T C A N A L a t B E R G H E I M ( F 2 3 1 6 2 2 ) , 

a n d m o v e d i n t o t h e w o o d s n o r t h e a s t of B E R G ­

H E I M t o s u p p o r t t h e a t t a c k o n H O L T R O P 

( F 2 3 5 6 5 2 ) . S h o r t l y a f t e r d a y l i g h t t h e y f i r e d 

s e v e r a l r o u n d s of A P a t e n e m y t a n k s t o t h e 

n o r t h e a s t . T h e r a n g e w a s 4 0 0 0 y e a r d s a n d 

r e s u l t s w e r e u n o b s e r v e d . A t 1 8 0 0 h o u r s t h e 

p l a t o o n m o v e d i n t o H O L T R O P a n d e s t a b l i s h e d 

r o a d b l o c k s for t h e n i g h t . — O n 2 M a r c h t h e 

t a s k f o r c e m o v e d to a n a s s e m b l y a r e a a t 

( F 2 7 5 6 5 6 ) , a n d a t 1 7 0 0 h o u r s s t a r t e d on a 

n i g h t a t t a c k m o v i n g a c r o s s c o u n t r y , p a s s i n g 

b e t w e e n S T O M M E L N ( F 3 1 5 6 9 5 ) a n d P U L H E I M 

( F 3 ^ 5 6 7 0 ) , b y p a s s i n g S I N N E R S D O R F ( F 3 5 7 6 9 9 ) 

a n d R O G G E N D O R F ( F 3 7 5 7 2 5 ) t o t h e n o r t h , a n d b y 

m o r n i n g r e a c h e d H A C K H A U S E N ( F 3 5 7 7 3 5 ) . A t 

H A C K H A U S E N a d e s t r o y e r w a s h i t b y a b a z o o k a 

r o u n d , w h i c h s t r u c k t h e c o u n t e r w e i g h t a n d w a s 

d e f l e c t e d I n t o t h e e n g i n e c o m p a r t m e n t . N o o n e 

w a s I n j u r e d . 

At 1 7 0 0 h o u r s t h e T D ' s m o v e d I n t o 

p o s i t i o n s w h i l e t h e t a s k f o r c e o r g a n i z e d for 

a n e w a t t a c k to t h e s o u t h . F o r t h i s a t t a c k 

t h e t a s k f o r c e w a s s p l i t I n t o b a t t l e g r o u p s 

a n d o n e T D w a s a t t a c h e d to e a c h of t h e t h r e e 

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e c o m p a n i e s . N o . 1 g u n m o v e d 

w i t h "B" C o . 8 3 r d A r m ' d R e n Bn d o w n t h e m a i n 

r o a d f r o m W O R R I N G E N to F U H L I N G E N ( F 4 1 7 7 1 2 ) , 

t u r n i n g e a s t J u s t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g F U H L I N G E N 

a n d as It m o v e d t o w a r d L A N G E L ( F 4 2 5 7 2 9 ) , 

s p o t t e d an 8 8 m m A A g u n a n d t w o 2 0 m m g u n s on 

t h e o u t s k i r t s of t h e t o w n w h i c h It k n o c k e d 

o u t w i t h HE f i r e . N o f u r t h e r t a r g e t s w e r e 

e n c o u n t e r e d a n d t h e c o m b a t t e a m e n t e r e d t h e 

t o w n at 0 7 3 0 h o u r s , 4 M a r c h . 

N o . 3 g u n m o v e d w i t h " A " C o . 8 3 r d A r m ' d 

R e n Bn a l o n g t h e e a s t f l a n k t o w a r d L A N G E L , 

a n d s p o t t e d a n M K V t a n k a t ( F 4 0 6 7 1 9 ) as t h e 

c o l u m n m o v e d S o u t h . 7 r o u n d s of A P C B D F , r a n g e 

1 2 0 0 y a r d s , w e r e f i r e d a t t h i s t a n k , a n d it 

w a s d i s a b l e d w i t h a r o u n d t h r o u g h t h e u n d e r ­

s i d e of t h e f r o n t p l a t e . W h e n L A N G E L w a s 

r e a c h e d t h e d e s t r o y e r r e m a i n e d In p o s i t i o n 

c o v e r i n g t h e a d v a n c e of t h e t a n k s on R H E I N -

K A S S E L ( F 4 3 8 7 1 9 ) . It t h e n m o v e d i n t o R H E I N -

K A S S E L . 

N o . 4 g u n m o v e d w i t h " D " C o . 8 3 r d 

A r m ' d R e n B n t h r o u g h t h e w o o d s s o u t h of W O R ­

R I N G E N , a n d w h i l e t h e c o m b a t t e a m m o v e d s o u t h 

s p o t t e d a M K V t a n k Just s o u t h of t h e w o o d s _ 

at ( F 3 9 8 7 1 7 ) . It h a d a f l a n k i n g s h o t at 1 5 0 

y a r d r a n g e a n d f i r e d 5 r o u n d s . O n e of t h e . 

r o u n d s w e n t c l e a r t h r o u g h t h e e n e m y t a n k . 

F r o m t h i s p o i n t t h e c o m b a t t e a m m o v e d to t h e 

r o a d J u n c t i o n a t ( F 4 1 4 7 2 0 ) , a n d in t h e m o r n ­

i n g . N o . 4 g u n m o v e d to R H E I N - K A S S E L to 

r e j o i n N o . 3. 

O n 5 M a r c h , N o . 2 g u n w h i c h h a d 

p r e v i o u s l y b e e n d a m a g e d b y t h e b a z o o k a , 

r e j o i n e d N o . l at L A N G E L , a n d t h e p l a t o o n 

r e m a i n e d o n r o a d b l o c k s in L A N G E L a n d R H E I N -

K A S S E L u n t i l the o p e r a t i o n w a s c o m p l e t e d . 

2 p d Platoon 
T h e 2 n d P l a t o o n was a t t a c h e d to T F 

R I C H A R D S O N , a n d r e m a i n e d in a s s e m b l y a t 

B E R K E S D O R F ( F 1 0 3 4 8 1 ) u n t i l 27 F e b r u a r y w h e n 

t h e task force moved t o D E S D O R F ( F 1 9 5 6 1 8 ) , On 

the m o r n i n g of 28 F e b r u a r y the p l a t o o n m o v e d 

t o P A F F E N D O R F ( F 2 0 8 6 3 4 ) and crossed t h e E R F T 

C A N A L in the a f t e r n o o n , t a k i n g u p p o s i t i o n s 

In t h e w o o d s east of the canal u n t i l t h e 

m o r n i n g of 2 M a r c h 1 9 4 5 . 

At 0 4 3 0 h o u r s the p l a t o o n moved to 

N I E D E R H A U S S E N ( F 2 5 1 6 5 8 ) s u p p o r t i n g t h e a t t a c k 

o n t h a t town. A s one of the TD's was c r o s s i n g 

a r a i l r o a d b r i d g e , t h e b r i d g e c o l l a p s e d , a n d 

t h e g u n w a s f o r c e d i n t o r e c o i l p i n n i n g S g t . 

R a m s d e n t o t h e r e a r of t h e t u r r e t . T h e TD w a s 

u n d e r d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n a t t h e t i m e , a n d 
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P v t S t e i n h a r t w e n t b a c k on f o o t to g e t t h e 

r e c o v e r y v e h i c l e . It w a s n o t p o s s i b l e for t h e 

r e c o v e r y v e h i c l e to l o v e up, h o w e v e r , a s a n y 

n o v i n g v e h i c l e s w e r e r e c e i v i n g AT f i r e in 

t h a t a r e a . P v t . T e a t e s w o r k e d for o v e r 2 

h o u r s i n s i d e t h e t a n k a n d f i n a l l y w a s a b l e to 

n o v e t h e o p e r a t i n g h a n d l e a n d r e l e a s e S g t . 

R a m s d e n . A f t e r d a r k t h e d e s t r o y e r w a s 

r e c o v e r e d a n d S g t . R a m s d e n w a s e v a c u a t e d . 

On 3 M a r c h t h e t a s k f o r c e a t t a c k e d 

t o w a r d I N G E N D O R F ( F 2 9 8 6 8 2 ) a n d S T O M M E L N 

( F 3 1 5 6 9 5 ) a n d b e t w e e n N I E D E R H A U S S E N a n d B U S -

D O R F ( F 2 8 1 G 6 5 ) t h e d e s t r o y e r s d r e w AT f i r e 

f r o m a g u n on t h e n o r t h e r n o u t s k i r t s of B U S -

D O R F . O n e d e s t r o y e r f i r e d 6 r o u n d s of HE, 

r a n g e 3 6 0 0 y a r d s at t h e g u n f l a s h a n d 

s i l e n c e d t h e g u n a l t h o u g h It w a s n o t 

a s c e r t a i n e d w h e t h e r or n o t it h a d a c t u a l l y 

b e e n d i s a b l e d . 

A s s o o n as S T O M M E L N w a s r e a c h e d t h e 

p l a t o o n r e m a i n e d on r o a d b l o c k s u n t i l t h e e n d 

of t h e o p e r a t i o n . 

3rd P l a t o o n 

T h e 3rd P l a t o o n w a s a t t a c h e d to TF 

H O G A N a n d s a w n o a c t i o n u n t i l it r e a c h e d t h e 

R H I N E R I V E R on 6 M a r 1 9 4 5 , 

F r o m i t s a s s e m b l y a r e a a t B I R K E S D O R F 

( F 1 0 3 4 8 1 ) , t h e p l a t o o n m o v e d to A U E N H E I M 

( F 2 4 3 6 6 8 ) , on 3 M a r c h to S T O M M E L N , a n d on 6 

M a r c h m o v e d w i t h t h e T a s k F o r c e in s u p p o r t of 

its a t t a c k on M E R H E I M ( F 4 4 8 6 5 2 ) . At d a y l i g h t , 

L t . A U S T I N w a s p l a c i n g h i s f i r s t T D in p o s i ­

t i o n on a r o a d b l o c k in MERHEIlt, a n d a l i g h t 

t a n k w a s m o v i n g i n t o p o s i t i o n on t h e o p p o s i t e 

s i d e of t h e r o a d , - - a c i v i l i a n w a s a h e a d of 

t h e 2 v e h i c l e s , m o t i o n i n g t h e m on, a n d a s 

s o o n as b o t h w e r e h a l t e d , m o t i o n e d d o w n t h e 

r o a d . An SP G u n on a M K IV c h a s s i s m o v e d f r o m 

b e h i n d a b u i l d i n g a b o u t 50 y a r d s a w a y a n d 

f i r e d at t h e l i g h t t a n k . T h e d e s t r o y e r 

I m m e d i a t e l y c o u n t e r e d w i t h 2 r o u n d s of A P C 

a n d d e s t r o y e d t h e v e h i c l e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e 

c i v i l i a n d i s a p p e a r e d a n d c o u l d n o t b e f o u n d . 

H a d t h e SP g u n k n o c k e d o u t t h e T D f i r s t , it 

w o u l d h a v e h a d s e v e r a l l i g h t t a n k s In t h e 

c o l u m n at Its m e r c y , a s t h e o t h e r d e s t r o y e r s 

w e r e f u r t h e r b a c k in t h e c o l u m n . 

A f t e r t h e o t h e r d e s t r o y e r s w e r e 

p l a c e d in p o s i t i o n o n e of t h e m w a s c o n f r o n t e d 

w i t h a V o l k s w a g e n w h i c h a l m o s t r a n i n t o I t , 

a n d t h e d e s t r o y e r ' s c r e w r i d d l e d It w i t h .50 

c a l . m a c h i n e g u n f i r e . 

T h e p l a t o o n r e m a i n e d on r o a d b l o c k 

u n t i l t h e e n d of t h e o p e r a t i o n . 

F o r t h e C O . C a p t . E . H . S w e t t 7 0 3 r d S-2 

F R O M AN O L D C O P Y OF S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S . . 

— A n d t h e r e a r e t h i n g s t h e y w o n t 

f o r g e t . T a k e t h e a c t i o n at R a n e s a n d F r o m e n -

t a l . T h e r e , w h i l e B r i t i s h f o r c e s d r o v e s o u t h 

to c l a m p s h u t t h e A r g e n t a n - F a l a i s e p o c k e t , 

our t r o o p s cut to t h e v e r y c e n t e r of t h e N a z i 

e l i t e e l e m e n t s u n d e r v o n K l u g e . T h e T D ' s 

f o u g h t g u n to g u n w i t h h e a v i l y a r m o r e d 

P a n t h e r s . A s e r g e a n t c o m m a n d e r n a m e d J u n o m e t 

t w o of t h e s e e f f i c i e n t e n e m y v e h i c l e s at a 

b e n d in t h e r o a d a n d s m a s h e d t h e m b o t h i n t o 

s m o k i n g J u n k . T h e n w h e n t h e w o u n d e d e n e m y 

s o l d i e r s c a l l e d for h e l p , J u n o l e f t h i s 

d e s t r o y e r to a i d t h e m . H e w a s I n s t a n t l y 

k i l l e d in t h e e x p l o s i o n of t h e b u r n i n g 

a m m u n i t i o n . - - At M o n s in B e l g i u m , o n e p l a t o o n 

of t a n k d e s t r o y e r s on a r o a d b l o c k d e s t r o y e d 

20 G e r m a n v e h i c l e s in s i x h o u r s . S g t . M u r i e l 

F . L e h m a n of M a r i s s a , 1 1 1 . , a c c o u n t e d for 

m o s t of t h e m : he, S g t . A r t h u r P a r n e l l of 

B o s t o n a n d t h e i r c r e w s . T h e t h o u s a n d s of 

e n e m y t r o o p s k i l l e d a n d c a p t u r e d at M o n s w e r e 

c o u n t e d on to h o l d t h e S i e g f r i e d L i n e l a t e r , 

b u t m a n y of t h e m b l u n d e r e d i n t o t h e 

d e s t r o y e r s of L e h m a n ' s p l a t o o n b e f o r e d a w n on 

S e p t e m b e r 3. T h e r e w a s a b a t t l e in t h e n a r r o w 

s t r e e t s . T D g u n s s e n t b o l t s of l i v i n g f l a m e 

l a s h i n g I n t o t h e a r m o r e d h a l f - t r a c k s a n d d u a l 

p u r p o s e a n t i - a i r c r a f t g u n s . C p l . F r a n k K a r -

p l n s k i of S c r a n t o n l e a n e d I n t o h i s s i g h t a n d 

d e s t r o y e d t w o v e h i c l e s w i t h o n e p r o j e c t i l e . 

W h e n d i s m o u n t e d G e r m a n t r o o p s f i r e d f r o m a 

n e a r b y b u i l d i n g . C p l . J a c k M o r l a r t y f r o m 

A r l i n g t o n , M a s s . s e t t h e p l a c e on f i r e w i t h 

a . 5 0 c a l . g u n . 

T h e r e w e r e n o T D c a s u a l t i e s in t h e 

a c t i o n . — A t F r o m e n t a l t h e r e w a s a l i t t l e s e c ­

ond l i e u t e n a n t n a m e d R i c h a r d F e r c h a u d f r o m 

B a t o n R o u g e , L a . B e c a u s e t h e T D m e n w e r e a l l 

o l d e r t h a n t h e lieutenant, t h e y c a l l e d him, 

" J u n i o r . " A f t e r h e l e d t h e m In a c t i o n t h e y 

c h a n g e d t h e n a m e ; It b e c a m e " L i t t l e B l o o d a n d 

G u t s ! " F e r c h a u d c h a l l e n g e d a M a r k - V at 

F r o m e n t a l a n d l o s t a T D . He a l m o s t l o s t p a r t 

of h i s J a w . F r a n k W o o l n e r 

O U T O F " B U G ' S " D I A R Y 

In J u n e we m a d e a t r i p — t o " m a r r y 

o f f a g r e a t n i e c e . v i s i t e d D i c k F e r c h a u d In 

S h e l b y , N . C . — W h i l e on t h e w a y , L u c i l l e 

K e o u g h c a l l e d o u r d a u g h t e r to t e l l us J o h n ( 

" A " C o . A r m o r e r ) our h i l l b i l l y p a l , h a d 

p a s s e d a w a y . A f t e r t h e w e d d i n g w e b r i e f l y 

v i s i t e d w i t h J o h n a n d A n n i e S e l l e r s at W i l ­

m i n g t o n . At a t r a i l e r c a m p In V i r g i n i a I w a s 

w e l l c h e w e d , I t h i n k , b y a n t s a n d t h e d a m n e d 

b i t e s h u r t for a c o u p l e of w e e k s . K e e p off 

t h e g r a s s in V i r g i n i a . T h e a n t s h i d e In I t , 

l i k e K r a u t s In f o x h o l e s . 
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T h i r t y t h r e e of o u r f a m i l y g u y s 

a n d t w e n t y s i x of o u r g a l s w e r e t h e r e (in 

C i n c i n n a t i for t h e r e u n i o n ) . 

J o h n S t r a h o s k y a n d J o e M i t c h , I h a d n o t 

s e e n s i n c e E n g l a n d . - - - E d a n d C l a i r e M c l n t y r e 

h o s t e d t h e d e a l , w o r e t h e m s e l v e s o u t . 

T h e r e is n o t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n to be w i t h 

f a m i l y , 7 0 3 ! F r a n k M i l l e r 

A S E R V I C E M A N A N D W O M A N 

R a l p h S t e i n h a r t w e n t i n t o s e r v i c e e v e n 

as he r e t i r e d . He a n d H e l e n , an a c c o u n t a n t 

a n d t e a c h e r w e n t i n t o a c t i o n ! N o t o n l y h a v e 

t h e y h e l p e d in c h u r c h s c h o o l s , b u t he w e n t 

to t h e C a r i b b e a n to r e v i e w " t h e b o o k s " of a 

c h u r c h m i s s i o n . V o l u n t e e r i n g d u r i n g t h e 

w i n t e r in l o c a l h o s p i t a l s a n d g e t t i n g t h e 

n e w s a r o u n d c o n c e r n i n g h i s c o m r a d e s a d d to 

t h e k i n d n e s s t h a t t h i s c o u p l e a l w a y s 

d e m o n s t r a t e . 

m. A g O U T A P O O g T F O R " S T A N " ! 

S t a n M a l l n o w s k i l o s t m u c h c i r c u l a t i o n in 

h i s l e g s , - - g e t s a r o u n d In a c a r b u t c a n n o t b e 

a s a c t i v e w i t h us a s h e w o u l d l i k e . K e e p in 

c o n t a c t w i t h h i m . It w i l l h e l p h i m a n d a l l of 

u s . 

A L W A Y S F O R T H E G O O D OF IT! 

D o n a n d Y o l a n a M c K l e r n a n a r e l i v i n g in 

C a l i f o r n i a , n o w . D o n h a s s p e n t t^he y e a r s 

w o r k i n g for y o u t h in t h e " Y ' s " , a n d s o c i a l 

p r o g r a m s for t h e a g e d . N o w b o t h a r e on t h e 

t e n n i s c o u r t s a n d D o n is r o a m i n g t h e o u t f i e l d 

for s e n i o r l e a g u e s o f t b a l l . A s a p a i r t h e y 

n e v e r s t o p g i v i n g t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t e x e r ­

c i s e , m o v e m e n t on a d a n c e f l o o r , s k a t i n g a n d 

o p t i m i s m a r e t h e n a m e of t h e g a m e . T h e i r l e t ­

t e r s a l w a y s l e a v e t h e I m p r e s s i o n t h a t y o u 

h a v e j u s t b e e n i n v i t e d t o J o i n t h e m In h a v i n g 

f u n . 

W H A T E V E R H A P P E N E D T O : P r i o r , B o g a s c z , 

G a t t i , O r d i l e , D e s c o t e a u x , M a y e t t e , L u z i n s k i , 

F e e n e y a n d t h a t " s h o r t s t o p " f r o m T u p p e r L a k e , 

N . Y . S u r e l y y o u h a v e h a d c o n t a c t w i t h g u y s w h o 

a r e g o n e or w i t h w h o m c o n t a c t a p p e a r s l o s t . 

C h e c k y o u r m e m o r y ! Y o u r o l d a d d r e s s b o o k s ! 

L e t us k n o w ! 

G I O V A N N I 

T o a n y of us w h o p a i d a t t e n t i o n to h i m 

he w a s , " G r l " ! I a l w a y s f e l t t h a t s 

d e t a i l s a n d K . P . w e r e i n v e n t e d s o t h a t h e 

h o n o r e d t h e t a s k . He w a s a n i m m i g r a n t f r o m 

A r g e n t i n a , " J u s t in t i m e t o b e d r a f t e d , 

e v e n t u a l l y a s s i g n e d to b e W o o l n e r ' s d r i v e r " 

H i s w o r d s , t h e l i t t l e h e s p o k e , w e r e v e r y 

q u i e t , a n d h i s c o m p o s u r e a s n o b l e a s h i s 

b e a r i n g . As w i t h o t h e r s w h o m I w a n t e d to k n o w 

b e t t e r , h i s " f r a c t u r e d E n g l i s h " a n d s h y n e s s 

d i d n o t h e l p , " b u t h i s e y e s w e r e t h o s e of an 

e a g l e ! " . On t h e t r a g i c o c c a s i o n , F r a n k h a d to 

" d e l i v e r m a p s a n d d i r e c t i v e s for t h e c o m b a t 

c o m m a n d s e c t i o n " l e a v i n g G i o v a n n i t o d i g a 

f o x h o l e b y t h e p e e p a n d h e c l i m b e d i n " . T h e 

s i t e w a s in a " s c r a g g l y a p p l e o r c h a r d " . W h e n 

" t h e f i r s t s h e l l s c a m e in F r a n k d o v e u n d e r a 

C P h a l f t r a c k . M o s t of t h e i n c o m i n g m a i l 

t u r n e d i n t o t r e e b u r s t s . A s i n g l e s p l i n t e r 

g o t G r l a n d he w a s p r o b a b l y t h e o n l y K I A in 

t h e a c t i o n . " 

I h o p e t h a t G i o v a n n i k n e w t h a t m o r e t h a n 

o n e of h i s c o m r a d e s a p p r e c i a t e d t h e s u b t l e 

g r e a t n e s s of h i s c h a r a c t e r , h i s s t o l i d i t y 

s c r u b b i n g a C a m p P o l k s t o v e w e l l , a s a 

s o l d i e r , as a m a n . N . G . F . W . 

T H R O U G H Y O U R G U N S I G H T S 

A s k y o u r l o c a l l i b r a r i a n to s c o u r t h e 

s t a t e l i b r a r y s e t u p , a n d If It is In t h e c o m ­

p u t e r s y s t e m t h e y ' l l g e t It for y o u . 

v o n L u c k , H a n s , P a n z e r C o m m a n d e r : T h e 

M e m o i r s of C o l . H a n s V o n L u c k , N . Y . , P r a e g e r , 

1 9 8 9 , 0 2 7 5 9 3 1 1 5 3 2 4 2 p p . $ 2 4 . 9 5 

W H Y M E I : I n c i d e n t In " T h e 

B u l g e " . 

" T h e B u l g e " m e a n t t h a t "A" C o . , f i r s t 

p l a t o o n , w e n t In s u p p o r t of C o . " I " , 1 6 t h 

I n f . 1st I n f . D l v . o n t h e n o r t h f l a n k of t h e 

G e r m a n d r i v e i n t o B e l g i u m . W e w e r e to let t h e 

e n e m y k n o w k e y h i g h w a y s w o u l d b e u n a v a i l a b l e 

t o t h e m a s w e l l a s f o r c i n g t h e m t o u s e n e e d e d 

m a n p o w e r t o p r o t e c t t h e l o g i s t i c a l l a n e s 

t h e i r s u r p r i s e a t t a c k h a d w o n . N o t l o n g a f t e r 

t h a t t h e p l a t o o n m o v e d in b l a c k o u t a n d I w a s 

a t t h e w h e e l w h e n L t . H e n d e r s o n ' s h a l f - t r a c k 

m i r e d In t h e s o f t s h o u l d e r of t h e h i g h w a y . 

M a i n t e n a n c e w o u l d g e t to i t . I n e v e r had m u c h 

to d o w i t h t h a t r u g g e d c r e w , b u t a n y t h i n g 

t h a t h a d to d o w i t h h e a v y m a c h i n e r y h a d f a s ­

c i n a t e d " t h i s c i t y b o o k a n d p i a n o l a d " . J o e 

O l s e n , w h o t a u g h t m e t h e b a s i c s of w h e e l i n g a 

d e s t r o y e r , t y p i f i e d t h a t h e a r t y , g o o d 

n a t u r e d , a n d g r i m y b u n c h . B u t J o e w a s d e a d ! 

T h e p l a t o o n l e a d e r h a d t o J o i n a d e s t r o y e r 

c r e w a n d to H q . P l a t o o n for m e . 

It w a s In t h e g r a y of t h e a f t e r n o o n t h a t 

d e s t r o y e r s of t h e f i r s t p l a t o o n w e n t l e f t , 

s l o p i n g d o w n w a r d o f f t h e r o a d t h a t w a s to b e 

k e p t f r o m J e r r y . A t m o s t It w a s a t h i r d of a 

m i l e , t h r o u g h a f l a t c u r v i n g d i r t r o a d , 



703rd Road Block -5-

fields quite open, flattening as tlie platoon 

moved into position in a protecting grove for 

the destroyers. There they would be ready to 

back up our infantry further ahead. They were 

in range and could get to where they might be 

needed . 

It was an odd feeling not being with the 

platoon's security section, but I need not 

have been concerned because, very soon, the 

mail bag for the platoon was tossed my way, 

and my love for word from home, certainly was 

no better than that of our men. Off I trudged 

down to deliver those messages. Just as I 

would not so many years later, only more com­

fortably in a stint with the U.S. Post 

Office. 

The winter snow was thin, but firm 

enough so that even destroyer tracks had not 

left brown trails on the dirt road. It was so 

very quiet and it overcame any sharp sense of 

Immediate danger inside the misty grayness. 

Danger all about Joined with the muffled 

sound of my steps.--I was at "the back of the 

hill" at home, wondering about girls, a 

stony. New England glacial path under my 

overshoes.— Now the trees were hazy to my 

right where our Infantry might be, wide open 

gray white to the left. My carbine shoulder 

strap told me I had something for protection. 

The mall bag was not heavy. Again I heard my 

boots In the snow,-imagined soundl 

A whisper of air, never had I fallen 

In fun so flat In Yankee snow, so willingly 

and loved Its care! I heard no explosion but 

sensed a long, dull shock, helmet half off my 

head, snow on my face. It felt as If seconds 

had gone by until I knew I was all there. As 

I raised my head a dirt clod hit my leg. 

Turning to look,--other clods of dirt were 

still falling. I waited, came erect, "checked 

out whole". So Jerry had the road "lined up" 

for his mortars, greeted my walk with a 

round. No sense In running. I moved. How 

could they observe through that hazy, darken­

ing distance 7 Maybe It was to tell us they 

knew where we were,— It couldn't have been 

an occasional round? I was up and walking 

toward the grove. 

In seconds,--the whisper, the protective 

snowy surface; I hit dirt before my helmet, 

then a lesser concussion, the clods dropping 

behind, not hitting me. They had zeroed in on 

the road! Should I get off a few yards? My 

plodding steps ground the snow more 

Insistently as I covered the distance to the 

woods. Contact with platoon security felt 

Just right. The mall was more important to 

them. I must have mentioned my experience to 

someone, but it remained my war with "Boche" 

mortar men. 

The way back was very much a matter of 

concern to me. The darkness had grown without 

a moon. Good. Should I walk off the road for 

which their rounds were aimed ? The answer 

came from the memory of watching George Toma 

check the sights of a destroyer for an artil­

lery harassing fire mission. Standing by the 

aimed sight of the three inch gun he blew on 

his fingertips and brushed them gently across 

the mechanism, saying," I hardly changed the 

setting as a correction, because our rounds 

must miss, same as theirs. Now it will hit 

where we want it to go." So I stuck to the 

road. I found another question to accompany 

me on the uneventful walk back. Why did they 

waste two rounds on a mall carrier ? The 

obvious — It brought a grIn InsIde.- they 

wanted to kill me! (N.G.) 

DEGRADATION! 
Amidst the contrasts Involved with the 

hillside camp at Mere, Wilts,--from the 

"honey buckets", land army women, fine folk 

of the village, history, a good firing range 

for small arms and the need to keep the camp 

In good shape guess what we had to do one 

morning? We lined up and pulled grass with 

our bare hands! I never knew who and why the 

order? Do you remember? No wonder our hero 

was "Pat" when he swiped one of Egnor's berry 

pie trays and woke us up in the middle of the 

night to enjoy the dessert! "Batman" Pat took 

care of his buddies 

KEEP THE FAITH! 

There had been battle Incidents for the 

platoon and there was little time to know the 

British and our troops had a chance to cap­

ture a major part of the German army In 

France. However "The Kraut" saved the better 

part of his numbers In the Falalse Gap.-- Our 

Combat Command train got off the road and the 

platoon set up its defenses and checked 

assignments on a summer mid-afternoon. The 

platoon was enjoying some rest for a while. 

There was a shriek and sudden shouts as 

a speeding German army "peep" bounced over 

the nearby road. It must have run past guards 

fully fifty yards before rifle fire was 

leveled at It and on another two hundred 

yards before It was stopped by unseen action 

up ahead. Platoon members wondered about the 

alertness of our perimeter defense. That 

enemy "recon" was a good signal that we would 
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b e in for it a n d t h e G e r m a n s w a n t e d to c u t 

t h e i r w a y u p t h a t r o a d . T h e p l a t o o n w a s d i s ­

p e r s e d on s l o w l y r i s i n g g r o u n d , g u n s f r o n t , 

a n d t h e a c t i o n b e g a n to t h e r e a r . T h e i r 

u n i t s , b e h i n d t h e m , p r o v i d e d t h e d e f e n s e t h e 

p l a t o o n n e e d e d , b u t e n e m y r i f l e , m a c h i n e g u n 

a n d t a n k r o u n d s w e r e coining in w i t h p l a t o o n 

s e c u r i t y h u g g i n g g r o u n d , h e a d s u p ! A s h e l l 

e x p l o d e d a n d " M a y e t t e " r o l l e d o v e r c a l l i n g 

for h e l p , - - h i s l e g ! M a c h i n e g u n v o l l e y s w e r e 

c o v e r i n g t h e e x p o s e d g r o u n d i n t e n s e l y . R a y 

T w o m e y , t h e m e d i c , h e s i t a t e d b u t a n i n s t a n t 

to q u a s h w h a t e v e r t o l d h i m to s t a y d o w n . He 

m a d e t h e s i g n of h i s f a i t h o v e r h i s h e a r t 

e v e n a s h i s l o n g l e g s , b e n t o v e r f r a m e , 

r u s h e d t h e t w e n t y f i v e y a r d s u n d e r f i r e to 

M a y e t t e . R a y h a n d l e d t h e s e r i o u s w o u n d w e l l , 

e n d i n g t h e b l e e d i n g a n d c h e c k i n g i n f e c t i o n , 

p r e p a r i n g h i s c o m r a d e for r e m o v a l , l a t e r , t o 

a f i e l d h o s p i t a l . T h o s e w a t c h i n g R a y b r a v e 

t h e w h i z z i n g f i r e , h o l d i n g on to h i s m e d i c a l 

e q u i p m e n t , m a k i n g it, p i c k e d u p a l i t t l e of 

h i s c o u r a g e in h i s f a i t h . 

It e v e n m a y h a v e b e e n t h a t d a y w h e n 

t h e p l a t o o n w a s s t i l l t h e r e , b u t t h e a c t i o n 

w a s a h e a d of u s . O u r f o r c e s c o u l d n o t m o v e 

a h e a d , p r o b a b l y d u e t o t h e d e s p e r a t e a c t i o n -

w h i c h s a w H e i n e g e t h i s b u t t o u t of t h e 

" p o c k e t . " It w a s a d u s k y e v e n i n g , y e t P-4C)'s, 

f i g h t e r b o m b e r s in o u r d i r e c t s u p p o r t , w o v e 

a b o u t t h e i r p a t h d o w n , t r y i n g t o a v o i d e n e m y 

a c k - a c k , a n d to b o m b J e r r y i n t o c o n d i t i o n s o 

t h a t t a n k s c o u l d " c u t J e r r y o f f ! " 

A c o m p a n y b i k e r i d e r , s o f t s p o k e n 

B o s w e l l , h a v i n g h a d a r o u g h d a y , b u s h e d , w a s 

t a l k i n g I n v o l u n t a r i l y t o h i m s e l f a s h e m a r ­

v e l e d at t h e c o u r a g e of t h e p i l o t s In t h e 

f i g h t e r - b o m b e r s . S u d d e n l y h e s h o u t e d , " H e ' s 

h i t ! H e ' s l e v e l i n g o f f ! " T h e s t r i c k e n c r a f t 

w a s a n g l e d a c r o s s to o u r r i g h t b u t s u r e to 

c r a s h . B o s w e l l g r i m a c e d a s it d i s a p p e a r e d . 

" M a y b e if w e c a n g e t to h i m , - - i t m a y 

h a v e b e e n t h e p l a n e t h a t w a s h i t , n o t h i m ! 

T h e c y c l i s t w a s p l e a d i n g w i t h t h e 

o f f i c e r b e s i d e h i m to a l l o w h i m t o t r y h e l p 

t h e p i l o t w i t h i n a m i l e of u s . Of c o u r s e t h e 

p e r m i s s i o n w a s n o t g i v e n , b u t B o s w e l l d i d g e t 

t h e r e l a t e r to l e a r n t h e p i l o t h a d b e e n 

f a t a l l y s t r u c k b y e n e m y f i r e . 

" T w o m e y a n d B o s w e l l . k e e p i n g t h e 

f a i t h ! " 

O N C E Y O U G E T T O K N O W T H E S O L D I E R ! (A) 

T h e r e w a s n o c o n d u c t o r to h e l p p a s ­

s e n g e r s t a k e t h a t h i g h s t e p f r o m t h e r a i l w a y 

c a r o n t o t h e r e d m u d o u t s i d e C a m p P o l k . It 

It w o u l d b e w a r m In L o u i s i a n a . T h e r e c r u i t s 

w e r e m a r c h e d off to a l a r g e f l e l d h o u s e a n d a 

y o u n g S o u t h e r n o f f i c e r , m a g n i f i c e n t in b e a r ­

ing, h i s p o l i s h e d l e a t h e r r i d i n g b o o t s a d d i n g 

to h i s a r i s t o c r a t i c p r e s e n c e , l e v e l e d w i t h 

t h e m e n t h a t t h e y w e r e e x p e c t e d to b e h a v e a s 

w e l l as t h e y had t h e r e p u t a t i o n at h o m e ! T h e 

r e c r u i t felt r e s p e c t e d . H o u r s w e r e s p e n t in 

g e t t i n g s e n t to a u n i t w i t h the u s u a l , " h u r r y 

u p a n d w a i t ! " 

T h e 7 0 3 r d w a s a t t a c h e d to t h e d i v i ­

s i o n , l i t e r a l l y , in t e n t s , a n e g a t i v e i m p r e s ­

s i o n a s a s t a r t . T h e n c a m e t h e m i x t u r e of 

p r a i s e a n d t h e n e e d for d i s c i p l i n e f r o m t h e 

c r i s p l y u n i f o r m e d V l r g l n l a - " t w a n g " of a c o m ­

p a n y c o m m a n d e r . A f t e r t h a t t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 

to a r u d e c a d r e t o d r i l l r e c r u i t s , w h i c h 

m e a n t t h e t e a c h i n g of d i s c i p l i n e by m e n w h o 

h a d p r o v e d t h e i r c o m p e t e n c y b y e a r n i n g a 

r e c o r d of m i s b e h a v i o r . T h e a s s i g n m e n t to 

t e n t s m e a n t a c o t o n w h i c h to r e s t a f t e r t h e 

b u s y d a y . . 

T h e " g a b " o u t s i d e t h e l a t r i n e b e f o r e 

t a p s w a s p l e a s a n t e n o u g h t i l l t h e s u b j e c t 

w h i s p e r e d w a s a b o u t t h e v e t e r a n w h o had " b e a t 

t h e r a p " for t h e k n i f i n g of a n H i s p a n i c In a 

t o w n b e l o w c a m p . T h e s o l d i e r f e l t h i s " g u t " 

r e b e l a b i t a s h e t u r n e d I n . N e x t d a y e a c h 

t e n t w a s a s s i g n e d a " c o m m a n d e r - f r o m the ~ 

c a d r e . T h e r e c r u i t n e e d e d a n e x t r a t w e n t y 

m i n u t e s to d r o p o f f t o s l e e p w h e n h e f o u n d 

t h a t J - - R - - , h i s t e n t c o m m a n d e r , w h o h a d 

" b e a t t h e r a p " h a d t h e h e a d of h i s b e d t h r e e 

f e e t f r o m t h a t of t h e r e c r u i t . 

J - - R - - w a s a " r u g g e d " l i t t l e m a n , 

f l y w e i g h t , m o s t of h i s a p p e a r a n c e w a s a b o v e 

h i s w a i s t , h o l d i n g h i s s h o u l d e r s b a c k to b a r ­

r e l h i s c h e s t , h i s l o n g a r m s b e i n g a l w a y s In 

t h e p o s i t i o n of c l a w s o u t s i d e h i s k n e e s . He 

w a s " l e a n a n d m e a n " , a n o u t d o o r s m a n w i t h f u r ­

r o w e d , u n s h a v e a b l e f a c e , s p a r k l i n g b l u e - g r a y 

g l i n t s for e y e s , w a r n i n g t h a t J - - R - - w a s 

s m i l i n g In J o y for t h e c o m i n g of v i o l e n c e . 

W a s n ' t a l m o s t e v e r y o n e of t h e c a d r e l e a d i n g 

t h e d r i l l s l i k e J - - R - - , a l w a y s In a t h r e a t e n ­

i n g p o s e ? 

T h e o p p o s l t e s g n a w e d In t h e t h o u g h t s 

of t h e r e c r u i t . T h e n o r t h e r n e r s h a d b e e n w e l ­

c o m e d a s g e n t l e m e n w h o k n e w h o w to b e h a v e a n d 

h e r e w e r e t h e n o n c o m s to s e t t h e e x a m p l e , the 

f r o n t of a " t o u g h g u y " a n d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of 

a k n i f e In a b r a w l ! C a n y o u b l a m e t h e r e c r u i t 

f o r m u s i n g w h a t h e w o u l d d o to d e f e n d h i m s e l f 

In t h e f a c e of a t h r e a t e n i n g k n i f e ? J - - R - -

m e a n t f e a r , s u s p i c i o n , d i s c o m f o r t , k e e p i n g 

o n e ' s d i s t a n c e ! H o w e v e r a f o r m of v i o l e n c e , 

t i m e , a n d J - R - ' s p e r s o n a l l i f e b e c a m e f a c t o r s 

In a c h a n g i n g p e r c e p t i o n of c h a r a c t e r . 



703rd Road Block -7-HE WOULD HAVE KEPT IT ON SAFE' 

The recruit, aany years later, recalled 

three Incidents in which "the clenched fist 

and skill" was evident during his army train­

ing. Two battalion cru1serweights, one gray, 

the other in his •id-1went 1 es, both good with 

their "dukes" went at it for about two rounds 

plus. Their punches were solid and the luch 

older aan took the heavier blows at the end. 

Both ten enjoyed the sport. Then in ly com­

pany the recruits found a "champion", who 

went outside the tent area to settle a dis­

pute with the ever-leering southern non-com! 

The Yank received both the respect and the 

worst of It' The division arranged matches 

with a local high school boxing team and J--

R- represented the battalion at 125 lbs. The 

three rounds were replete with the bolo pun­

ching army veteran against the slightly 

taller, slim youngster who parried all that 

J--R--threw at him.The recruit was glad, sur­

prised when a bit later J--R--told listeners 

with respect,"Wasn't he good? I couldn't lay 

a glove on him!" The respect for J--R--was 

climbing past the earlier d1staste,--with 

t Ime. 

"Crap games" are challenges for les­

sons of life in every environment. Our 

western civilization requires that the free­

dom to seek an advantage and morality are 

right in our behavior. The man about to throw 

the dice listens to bets made between 

watchers as to whether he'll make his point. 

Hunches, experience, and knowledge of the 

percentages are used in seeking an advantage. 

And there, "running the game" with "honest 

dice" was J-R- keeping the game "clean"! He 

regularly added to his income, no longer the 

gambler. He was looking forward to a family. 

He could grin remembering what the fellows 

felt he had been like. That way was replaced 

with gentler goals. The former recruit felt 

J--R--'s eyes were more moist, open, 

friendly. Later J--R-- left the company, 

slipped from sight. There was a "war on"! 

There were other men in the company 

who made changing impressions on the soldier, 

but it took decades to recall them. When you 

pick up a memento of your army life don't you 

recall them? It must have happened to you? 

This soldier was surprised at the greeting he 

received from his "buddies" at reunions, from 

men he had hardly known, or thought so. Had 

they changing Impressions of him? 

The two policemen "went to the third 

floor and found themselves in a narrow 

hallway as well as a gun poked through a 

broken panel." The police asked Stan's mother 

to try dissuade him, but he threatened her. 

They talked with him, yet the threats con­

tinued. Five backups were called, were the 

with riot guns and tear gas. "As they crep 

up stairs, Stan was heard to say, 'I have 

been in the service 19 months. I know how to 

use this gun and I'm going to blast you.' 

At that moment the Patrolman N fired 

through the door with a riot gun, and Stan 

fell. Police said Stan's shotgun had one 

shell in the chamber and that the safety 

catch was on. They also found six rifles in 

the house." Stan had begun the row with his 

family at 6:00 P.M., had bitten his brother. 

His sister had called the police, and he was 

dead at 9:50. 

His family said that Stan had served 

in the South' Pacific. He was released with a 

C.D.D. from "A" Company, 703rd, November, 

1942. His death occurred, May 29, 1944. 

Stan's photograph reminds you of his 

disfigured face. He was one of us when we 

were on a break in the Mohave Desert, Just 

Into Arizona, at the Parker Dam. We had time 

to get back to camp, but Stan would not get 

back Into the truck. It took three of us 

about forty minutes to lift a sweating, 

struggling drunkard up Into the back of the 

"6 X 6" and to hold him there. The constant 

power of his muscles, the difficulty of keep­

ing a grip on his oll-salty flesh infuriated 

us, but he never struck us as he kept on 

trying to break away even as the truck began 

to move. 

Firearms were his "baby"! He learned 

the .50 cal. machine gun so quickly, and 

well, that he was assigned to teach It to his 

peers. He pounded away in his talks On the 

safety. He would never have fired on those 

policemen. He wanted to die! 

WE HEARD THIS BEFORE ! 

"A slave was precious to his master 

because of the money he had cost. But the 

laborer does not cost his rich employer a 

penny.-- Now that they [slaves] are no longer 

traded, they have no real Intrinsic value. In 

the army, a scout Is less valuable than a 

dray horse, because the horse Is costly and 

the soldier can be had for nothing." 

Linguet, French reformer, 1775. 



7 0 3 r d R o a d B l o c k - 8 -

" - - T H U S S T U P I D A N D S A D I S T I C " 

F u s s e l l , P a u l , W a r t lie, N . Y . : O x f o r d 

U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1 9 8 9 . 

My d a u g h t e r s e n t a e a r e v i e w of F u s -

s e l l ' s b o o k a n d It r e m i n d e d a e , a g a i n , of a 

n i g h t on the S a l i s b u r y P l a i n , on a C . P . X . A 

7 0 3 r d p e e p w a s n e e d e d to p l a y b e i n g a c o a b a t 

c o a a a n d , a n d I d r o v e a C a p t . M a c - - f r o a t h e 

" C C O , H . Q . " T h a t n i g h t t h e w l n d - c h l U 

f a c t o r , - - " b - r r r r - r " ! I w a s " i n t h e s a c k " 

f i r s t . T h e C a p t . h a d h a d h a r d l y a w o r d t o 

s a y . It d r e w f r o a a e w h a t t h e c h i l l , p l a y i n g 

at w a r h a d d o n e , a a k e a e b i t c h o u t l o u d ! 

" T h i s w a r is for t he b i r d s ! ! " 

T h e C a p t . s n a p p e d b a c k , " Y o u o u g h t to 

k n o w by t h i s t l a e w h a t ' s r i g h t a b o u t i t , 

s o l d i e r ! " W e h a d a b o u t n i l to s a y to e a c h 

o t h e r f r o a t h e n o n . T h e M a l a e d y s l a u g h t e r of 

ou r t r o o p s in t h e B u l g e , b y t h e R u s s i a n s (?) 

of t h e P o l i s h o f f i c e r s In t h e K a t y n F o r e s t , 

a n d t h e H o l o c a u s t w a s n o t y e t k n o w n t o u s . 

F u s s e l l , n o t a p a c i f i s t , p u t it t h i s w a y , 

" N o w , 50 y e a r s l a t e r , t h e r e h a s b e e n s o a u c h 

t a l k a b o u t T h e G o o d W a r . N e c e s s a r y W a r . a n d t h e 

l i k e , t h a t t h e y o u n g a n d t h e I n n o c e n t c o u l d 

g e t t h e l a p r e s s l o n t h a t It w a s r e a l l y n o t 

s u c h a bSfd thln:g ijiter at;t;72lt''-s.-i^^ 

s a r y t o ( ^ s e r V ^ ithl^t It %is-~Cj!rr:jj:id^ 

e l s e , anil^thus 'stji|ild and;;̂ ^̂ :̂ ^̂ -̂'̂ '"̂ !!'"'"̂ —"IT"̂  

7 0 3 r d T a n k D e s t r o y e r B n . 

A s s o c l a t I o n 

R o b e r t D o w n e y , P r e s i d e n t 

90 E l a S t r e e t 

O n e o n t a . N e w Y o r k 1 3 8 2 0 

G e o r g e T o a a , V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

2 3 5 9 S t a t e R o u t e 3 0 5 

C o r t l a n d . O h i o 4 4 4 1 0 

R o b e r t D. S c h u t t , S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s . 

4 2 1 N o r d b e r g , N . W . 

G r a n d R a p i d s . M i c h i g a n 4 9 5 0 4 

J o h n C z a j k o w s k i 

43 S u n n y s i d e D r i v e 

\. C o n n e c t i c u t 0 6 3 8 9 

/ . D e a c o n L e o n a r d M a r c h e w k a , C h a p l a i n 

•K 4 0 5 K R i d g e R o a d 

- N o r t h A r l i n g t o n . N e w J e r s e y 0 7 0 3 2 

E v e r e t t S t l t e s , L I A I S O N 

5 8 1 F o r e s t D r i v e 

R i v e r ' v a l e . N e w J;ersev 0 7 6 7 5 

N a t h a n G o l d b e r g , E d i t o r 

2 6 2 W o o d l a n d A v e n u e " 

S u a a l t . N e w J e r s e y 0 7 9 0 1 

Yoseraite 
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N a t h a n G o l d b e r g , E d i t o r 

2 6 2 W o o d l a n d A v e n u e 

S u a a l t , N e w J e r s e y 0 7 9 0 1 
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