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- _ 701ST TANK DESTROYZE BATTALION
APO 46k, c/o Postmaster, R.Y.C., F.Y.

23 June 1944,

SUBJECT: Operations Report
T0 :  Adjutant General, U.S5. Army, Washirgton, D.C. (through channels).

. 1. In compliancs with the requirements of paragraph 10, AR 345-105,
dated March 10, 1943; the follewing Cperations Report of the 70lst Tank Des-

troyer Battalion, covering the perlod 1 ¥ay 1944 to 31 Hay 194k is berewith
Submd tted.

2. The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit and Staff Journal, the Battalion Diary, and of officers concerned; and

supgorting evidence for said statements is on file in the records of this
Battalion.

3. This raport was preparad by the Intelligence Section of the
Battalion. '

WILLIA¥ H. BATEMAE,
Captain f01lst Tank Destroyer Bn.,
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HEADJUARTERS
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
. - APO 461, c/o Fostmaster, Kew York, N.Y.

HISTORY OF 701ST TARK DESTROYER BA’I‘TALIOH‘COVERIIG
PERIOD OF 1 MAY - 31 KAY 194k

The start of the month of lay proved exceptiorﬁlly quiet £§r the -

701st Tank Destroyer Battalioh, accustomed es its members were to the heavy
- artillery thrown at the Beachhsad by the Germans and the i‘fequent nightly .
air raids, @B" and "CM companies -were acting as supporting artillery and
' "A" company was dug in for an anﬁ’r-tanlc role in ‘the 34th Division sector.
: Reconnaissance company operated three QF's for the Battalion's artillery
function at the time. : -

On May 31‘d the Germans rznded the port of Anzio during the hours of
" darkness. The 701st had sewera1 truck drivers on special duty with the 6723rd
Trucklng Battalion angd t.he truchs had just been concentrated in an assembly
ares near the port ufter hav;mg retumed from Haples loaded with supplies.
The drivers remainéd with their trucks prior to returning to their outfit the
‘follovzing mornmg 1i‘ihen the German air raid occurred, it caught a number of the
‘tmckers asleep on t.he grou_nd without the sanctuary of 51it trench. A per-
sonnel bomb tore into the s_kull of Pvt. Charles K. Dungihay, UCH companyy and
killed him as he lay sleeping beneath his truck. Fvt. Charles H, Br_dwn, ng"
cazpany, who had been sleeping at Dunahay}s side, was severely wounded by &
fragment which penetrated his chest and he dled in the hospital the following
. day. - '- P | ’ |

" Baving done & tremendous amount of firing, the 3® gun tubes .on the Batt-
alion's ¥-10 tank destroyers were being changed by ordance, "BY company

received priority, and, with all its guns in eXcelleat shape, relieved =¥

’

compauy without incident the anti-tank positions on t.he 34th pivision sector.

-1 -




g

.Relieved, platoon &._ a time, "A" company came back unier Battalion comtrol &nd

went into the artillery positions vacated by "Bf, (nce secure in its direct
fire besition,-_ *B* company wag attached to the 6Clst Tank Dést.royer Battalion,

| The Bronzeé Star Medals were awarded to Lieutenant Jazes Williams and
8ergeant Isadore Patrick, both of "B" company, for their m@gew& actions on
15th April 1944, 'in the vicinity of Carre’-oo A];to during a mid‘ with the SSF on
the southern flank of the Angzio Beachhead. Immediately following the start of
the raid into ¢ enemy temtory, the leading tank ran over a mine and burst into

flames, blocking the &dvance of the succeeding elements. Lieutenant Williams

‘and Sergeant Fatrick ushestabingly dismounted from théir 1-10 and, disregard-

ing the danger of the blazing tank and its exploding ammnition, clearsd a path
through the minefield; guided their vehicle to the flaming tank, assistéd in
attaching a- tow cabls to it and directe& theA towing of it to 2 nearby side
road, Their prompt and efficient action in removing this obstacle t;': the ad-
vance of the raiding party w?.é important factor in enabling it to complete

1

successfully it!s mission,

At this time, the a:ward‘of ‘the Le'gion of Merit came through for Lt.
Golonel Harrison King, former Battalion Commander of ‘the 701st., ho had been
evacuated as a result of serious wouncis rece\:’wed some ti;me previoual&. . The
med&l was given to Lt. Colonel King uf or exception&]ly meritor:.ous conduct in
the perfo rmance of ocutstanding services as Battalion Coxmrﬁar, 701st T.D. Batt-
alion. From lO August t.o 20 October 1943, irsmediat'ely after the Battalion
had been reorganized with the new B-10 'ra.nk Destroyer, he plenned and super—
v:used with marked ability and consplcuous success the traim.nt, of h_z.S person~
nel with new eguipment. Long an advocate of the employment of Tank Destroyers,
as'su}’vporbing artillery, his foresight in anticipating the need for and provid-
ing artillery training for his officers and men was responsible fér the Batt-

alion successes in Italy. His professional knowledge, sound judgment and att-




“ ention to detail, e.rbed over a leng ‘period of time, «@s the greatest single
factor in molding Lhe Battalion _nto a fine working and highly proficient team.
His out.standing cont ributions to the attairmenta real_azed by the Battalion ref-
lect great oredit upon himself and the milita.ry service and sre worthy of the
- highest praise. ' . '

¥ajor Doran stafte& a school in forward oﬁservétion for platoon wMars
on M&y 5tﬁ. The 'curriculum was‘unique in that actua.]n.-firing was uséd in conn-
ection with the teaching of the finer points of forward observation, and this |

doubtless proved a source of misery to the Tedsschi,

) For some five days the gﬁn-cqmpanies worked with the First Armored
pivision on Tank—lnfa.ntry—‘rank Destroyer problems in preparation for pianned
future dperat;i.ons. In connection with these preparaticns » Ren.. company rec—
.onnoitered- routes to a;ssanbjg aa:-eas in .the 1a Ferrier afea and Fioneer Platoon
worked with ths First Armored Division in sweeping areas for mines. *;B“ com=
pany WaS z-alieVed from ﬁts a.nti-tank work in the 34th Divislon sector and ret-
urned to the Battalion in the Padiglione area, Several daya previmsly, the .
 Ragis had mortared the WBN company posa.tions in the ,Isola Be}.la. area with
phosphorus, Sergeant Patrick end Limten&nt Williams hopped out of: t.heir ¥-10
| to help extinguish some ensuing fires and both receive.d burns in t’he_ process.
‘Patrick was sent- Yo & hospital tut rejoined his coapény three days later.

Despite poor visibility, due to natural and artificial cau$es » the 7018t
gun companies continued their successful ﬁouse_, CF, anvd'vvﬁehicular destruction.
The Krauts used their heavier caliber ‘guns to harrass o{n‘ rear a.reas angd the
~ line companies were many times subjected to bombardment by 150mm, 170mm, and )
even 210’:@ guns., =, -

"B® company carried out a reconnzissance for indirect fire positions as
did the Trans;)ortation Séctn‘.on for routes of supply for the coming operations.

‘I‘ranspo‘ra.ltion soon afterward started havling ammmmition to tf:xe AB¥ company
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'positions » newly reconnoitered in the La Ferrier vicinity. »C" company used

the terrain plot at First Armored Division Headquarters to study the terrain over
which the fighting would t-ake place, and the forward positions, in conjuction
with ﬁw planned operations, were pi‘epared by the "C* company personnel, Two
additional K-10's uere‘obvtain‘ed by Battalion S-i for use as comaand vehicles

in the coming operations, and a close maintana;xce check was made of all M-10's

end vehicles, Plans 'Buffalo® and Grasshopper™ were closely studied by the

Battalion and preparat:.ons were made to carry out either one chosen, Plan "Bu_ff-

alo", however, was eventually picked a.nd preparationu waere made nccording},y

Lt. Edson of HCM (compar;y made a bridge reconnaissance with the 16th Engineers,
and a hnk-Inifmﬁry—-‘Tank Destrbyer exsrcise wae held in thé First Armored Dive
ision tfaming"area with a ﬁlatoon of "B" company participating, "B company
was alerted for movement on Way 20th by order of First Armored D:Lvision and moved
to inclirect fire positions on the night of HMay 21-22 while Battalion Headquarters
moved to a new CP across the Mussolini Canal, Reconnaisge.nce Company of the
701st and "B" cm:;pa.ny of the 636th ’I‘ank Destrojerq, attached to the 70lst Tank
Busters .'for the "Buffalo" opération,"both moved into the vicinity of the Batt-

alion CP, Mesanwhile, ™A™ and "C" compenies had slipped into prepared positions -

. in the le Ferrier area during hours of darkness and struck according to plan the

following morning TA" gcompany, attacklng in support or Combat Comand nAn,

headed down Red Road and took the first objective, crosaing the railroad running

- northwest before Cisterna, within 15,minutes. €pl, Patrick Michsel Roach drove

a thre'e‘ inch shell through a German tank, size.unknown, which had taken refuge
behind t; half shattered building. Cpl. John K, Conlin encountered two Nazi

Mark VI pangzers rolling along a ;sl&pe and got a "].igﬁtirg draw® on tfxem to neatly
drop armored plercing shells alongside the barrels of the "Tigers™ ‘dreaded 88mm

guns, The CGerman return shots wers wild and were the last ever fired by their

_crews for the glory of Greater Gema:v. Their turrets were locked by in the {m-

pact of Conlin's AP shelis , and direct strickes with high exlosive Shell.a put
the finishing touches on the agonize% nTigers® which went up in flame without
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a member of the trapped crews managing to emerge. That afternoon, the alarm

,mmgt 25 Yark VI's were foming} for a gounter—aatck B;Junded over the radio met.
“Correcﬁqn, please, " declared Captain John M, Wright, coﬁmander of MAM cémpany,
“Make that 23. I've just kmocked out two." fThe counter attack never material~
ized, Just prior to reac‘hj'.n,g the railway, one destroyer ran over an’ anti-tank
mi'né. Cpl. Paul B Frasher s the gunner, had h.is 34 gun loaded, and it went oft
as a result of the percussion to catch F‘rasher on ths recoil, Light],y wounded,
Frasher was evacuated to thé ﬁospital. Sergsant Blosmoe's dsstroyer was also
pﬁt out of action by a mine and the crew was ordered to return to tha rear for
a new ¥-10, All the members. scrambled out but -h.ad noticed some frightened
Krauts disappearing :mto a cave, T@y guns , rifles and carbines were firod
into the place with mo noticeable results, Finally, fraguentation grenades were
‘tossed into the ol.}enjng but the Nazd held firm, Finally, Blosmoe renembered
how bees are ‘ejected from their.hives in his native Wi's‘consi.nu and came through
with'.a smoke grenade tossed deep into the iriner recessas of tbe cave, Out rushed
14 cowed Jerries ’ tears streaming rrom their syes, gasps of "Kamerad" coming from
.- their mouths. ngedy struck the destroyer qf It, ?ial'c_er E. l_.oveless as it rece-
dved hits from both 88 and 77mm> Gorman anti-tank guns, -Lt, Loveless was severs—-
ly wom;xded and Corporal .szestér A Poplé‘m‘sky_; ‘the driver, was killed a8 the
German shots head_ed through the front of the tank. Sérgeant Jonn_ P, Sears ﬁs

-sevérely wounded' and fioally expired in the hospital a week later'. T/5 Evans -

E Jessie also was badly wounded and Private First Class Merejildo Gurule was

ihfsl:.ghtly mured by fragments and burns. Lt, fouis A, Roma.ni was caught in the
bauk of . the neck by a shell fragnent, soon arter taking over Lt. Loveless'

"phtoon, and , seriously wounded, was evacuated.
‘ "C" Company roared into' the atidek with a.platoon driving along either

.gide pf Purple-Path, auppoéedly through gaps 'clegred in thé minefields proteét-

1hg ‘the left flank of the German positiéns around Ciaterna. - Eight “CH company

¥-10's were made hois e cmnba‘&“%t"“ Reates gt _x,annes a.fter hopp.’mg off from their
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offensive fire positions on forward alopes. Billowing clouds of dust resulting
, from the intense artillery barrage and the supporting loﬁ level air assault and
bombardment mada Visibility extremely difficult, but Combat Command "BY, with
which "CY¥ company was working, achieved all (its objectiyeu by rﬂ.gh’crall. Ser-
geant Stank'a d.a'atroyer-w‘as, stopped by a mine during the "C" company action and
the crew was ordersd to return to the rear for a replacement. Howevm" , Sergeant
Stank peraisﬁed in reﬁaining _wiﬁh ’hié gun, and loaded and fired 100 rounds of
3t ammunition by himsalf to >sup‘poi"c Ainl:lerica.n.infantrymen attacking across
' Highway Te Sexfgeanﬁ Bezpiaty, too, found it hard ‘bo leave his gun after the
deetroysr had been haltéd by a mine and scored a ciean hit to smash up A. Kraut
_tank before he would return to get another ¥-10. Pyvt, Boyd L, Rhodes was
removing a . radio from a knocked. t;ut deatrﬁyer to be shifted tc; ‘another platoon
command destroyer when he was machine med by some Germans and lightly wounded,
A platoon of #B" company d_xzstroyers'ms attached to '\;‘0" company after tihe inft-
iai nGr lossas; and plastere;i a Gennan ;‘Z'léine' thrower with dsvastating ,h:it.
"B gcompany -,ﬁ_;'ed,arltillery prej)aration and suppc;rt.‘x.ng: fire during this -
phaz;e‘ of the coperations and did fine wo‘rk,; AAR company rank amck to hang up a .

tally of 11 Tedeschi panzers and ons 88ma gun. "O" company definitely accounted

~

for tmo enemy tanks, and crews of dameged destmyérs reported back to Battalion
Trains, quickly received new ¥-10's and roared straight back to _combat.: At the
,e;xd of the first day, despite fiércé Gema.n res;istance, everything was going
according to plan, - - o -

4
~ -

The attack continued at dfmn,_léay 23rd with all the gun companies now

detached, Re_.comwaiaéancg .Company reported from an OP that thre eneny counter-
attack with machine—-gunnérs s infantry, and self-propelled guns héd been hurled
back on the 1;.5th.Div-isi:on at 2180 hours, While going forward on a reconnais-
sance mission, Lt, Samuel Mendlow, Stéff Sergeant Edwin B.jﬁessner, and Ser-
geant Clyde T, G-ephs.rt ran over a mine which blev‘r up théir “peep”, All were

reported seriously wounded,




few prisoners wera also taken by " Company , and, on one occasion, é round

- as the 9lst Hsconnaissance Squaqron slashed north from Terracina to meet the 36th lr )

{
Py ‘bbu morning of Hay 24th, °C" compuny's H-10's were almost all retr-

ieved or replacad. iith Kazi resistance dwi.ndling, the Isn io offensive rose

—

to a mew pitch. Serge.mt Fnssell, of ¥C" compary, had his arm broken by the recoil

of his 3" gun but gritted his teeth and carrisd on for two more 'dayg during which

his desi;rbyar accounted for a bé.t’tezy of four B8ma guns. Lt Jackson noticed 12
Boches trot into a cave and, after waiting patiently a few mo’émnts, had a 3"
HE shell pumped into the cavern. In the ensuing explosion; the sntrance crumb-

led 2nd blocked the opening, no signs of life were sesen and certainly not a

Kraut was ever not;ccd to smargs. anaver, the following day Lt. ‘Jacksbn could

' ‘definitely carve notches on the stock of his caLrbine as observers watshsd him

eélm]y pick off two Gsrmans from the vantags pbint of his destroyer turrst. &

fired into a dugont eliminated 10 Krauts fmm their earthly cares, Ho tanks wsre
clajmd by the tank busters dnring the day; and the Ba‘ctalion total stood at 12

panzers, 1 towcd 8&:1:31 gun, two aﬁlf-propellad guns, two 47mm guns, and a damaged

During the night of Lay 21;th-25th & countar—attack on our left

i’lmlk was smasheﬁ by tbe 180th Infantry Hegiment witn no German penetrations ef‘"“*e,'_

made,

. The :ﬂmsio Bsachhead passed into the émnals of American military history ¢

Enginesrs along the caast west of Littoria. Comnaratlvely no oppocition had baeg/
/

encountered in the ju.ncuion of VI Corps and ths rest of the F’ifth Army to solid~’

!

ify ths battle front in Italy. - eH company reported a "probable® H&rk Vi ,//

KO'd during the day. Private John Fi114em Xyen of "G* company was ugnmy wmm- "

,,,,,

dad by shrapnel as he sat blithely on the top of an E-10 on the far side of

Higbway 7 in the flat ground bnlmf Cori.

The attack toward Velletri contipued to prograsa against feseble German

resistance and Colonal' Howse with his task force on the right flank of e ngn

. was reported to have broken into Artena., A Nazl batfery of dual purposs 88am -
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guns was being works. on by the orews when they were {s.,adenl;y surprised by “u®
company tank dsstroysrs and poliz.hsd off. wg" also acgouhted for two more tanks
and -two wehicles: Lt., Albert L. Shillington's ¥-10 had dropped into a ‘ditch

near ;?slletri. As comaunications were out, Lt. Shillington, Private First Class
James J. Dasella and Privé.te Lloyu Parks started off to get a T-2 to tow them oﬁt |
" of their predicament. An enezy shell landed pesr them to lightly wound Shill- |
| ington and injured Parks and Ca.salla.' The Battalion was thﬁn withdrawn for
maintenance and olsanup. Duringthe period of action from Mgy 22nd to Hay 26th,
ths following German material was aastroyered by our tank buéf.ars:
S Co;npény - 12 tanks,; 3 self-propellad guns, 3. anti-tank gur.xs.

‘ngn Compmy 2 Mark Vi's, 4 Mark IV's, 1 tank towing a gun, 1 AT gun

ug o Gomp&ny -1 mx Vi, 1 Mark IV, 8 anti-tank guns, 5 artillery ];iecou g

(22&:@ Howitzars), 2 vshicles, 1 machine gun.
Maintenance work continued and the Battalion Commander raported to Gensral
: Harmon to discuss tba recoﬁnaissance made during the mornlng. It ==s lcarned that
an attack was plannsd for the morning or the 2%23 ‘end werd h_d At that ‘the h.St'h
Division would follow up the First Amored Division breakthrough and be tranaporba
in trucks. 30 M-10Vs were ready for service bhat afternoon and "AY company
went -into an assembly area. : ' - ; o -

Without companies "A" and "C", the 70lgt Tank Destroyer Ba%;'talic':n was deb-
ached from Division Reserve and was attached to Q;m;bat,"ﬁommand "AM to maintain '
cbntact with the 3L4th and A45th ﬁivisions. The T0lst would also fu_misﬁ Anti- 7
tank protection to CC "A's" right flank. Amsrican &mo.r crosssed Line ‘;rﬁolf", |
and met 1little re-si_stancé. Bowever, one of "&" company's M-10'8 was hit by
Nagi shell fire mear Velletri. Sergeant Donald Blank and %/5 Allen K. ét:nith were
ligﬁtly wounded. Sergeant Hubert Woosley recéived a ssrious heaci wounci from a l
German air burst.. Prj_hvate’.‘vigoent'ﬁ. DeFabio was seriousl&r wounded in the legs

-

and abdomen by nearby Xraut émall arms fire.




-~

The attack contin. d Yo go along favorably the foll.«ing day, but Cpl. Rolan
Edward Buhmann was shot through the bead by a Hazi sniper as he was perched on

the-turret-of an ¥-10. Hajor Frank J. Reddding, Battali

n Commander, was injured
ih an automobile accident end was evacuated. MNajor Dorsn, thereupon, assumed

. command of the 701st Tank Destroyers.

As the month ended, First Armored Division was to reshuffle its units in ‘
order to place them inmn pheir propsr positions. The tanks were to start the attack
with the infantry following behind.. Once the infantry digs in, the tanks would
drop back although a number would remain far forward to directly suppor_t the
doughboys. Colonel Daniels, commandsr of CC "A", asked whether the 70lst could
stay'in position without additional help as well as submitiing requests for
defensive fire and giving accurats locations of our elemeﬁt.s. The Battalion

complied and ths end of May saw the companies dstachsd and in position for coming

operations.

In addition to the recognition of the fightirg preformance of the ?01sb
line companies, praise must,.be given to the splendid work done by S~4 in bxbcuring
needed supplies and equipmht rapidly and efficiently. Seven ¥-10's had been

‘requisitioned by S-4 and another was obtained by Maintenance after Captain Lalrg,
Battalion S-4, discovered it marooned on the battlefield. Battalion Maintenance |
did a very fine job in i'ixiziag up and retrieving the nacessaﬁ dsstroyers. And
£inally, the Battalion Transportation Section may well glap itself on the back ..~
for the fine work done by the truck drivers in br.inging up supplies a.nd ammo
through the thick haze of dust which hung ovér the forward areas. Driving
blackout.all during ‘thgslhours of darkress, they brought' up the required supplies to th =
the crews of the dsstroyers in the most advanced posjl_tions. Moreover, ths Communi- ¢

1
cations Sectlon functionsd smothly with Staff Sergeant Joseph Offpex's wire crew :

working at any hours through the day and night to lay wire and repair breaks,
of ten during peI'iOdS‘ of intense shelling. In the operations toward the end of
the month, Sergsant Sterling K. Smith of "C¥ Company and T/L Lonnie Phillips of
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*BY company perfomed compendably their tasks of repalr and maintenance of their

" reapect,iva company's radio commmications.

FrOm tha begimning o.t’ the offensive to the end of Hay, the 70lst TD's were
orficially eredited with 22 tenks, 4 self-propelled guns, 1 ®Ferdimaud", 12 anti-
tank guns and a number of other targets. The situation found Allied troops
steadily advancing in their offensive to take Rome and "destroy® tha German
armies in Italy. The @o Beachhead was now joined to the rest of the front
and 1t seemed certain that Kesselring's depleted forces could no longer hold the
momentum of the Alljed drive to Rome for any lsngth of Uge. Of tllis, the oum-
‘erous Cerman prisoners of war seemed aware. Theéy no lc’;nge.r believed in a sweep-
ing victory of the German Beich and its Fuehrer, but they had only been £ight-
"ing to stave off pational disaster and to save their skins - a theory hammered
into their skulls time and time again by everyone in the Nazi political aﬁd mil-
itary hierarchy from Aciolf and Coebbals down to the lowest field officer in the
Wehrmacht. Of the approx:'l.}nats 75 prisoners taken by the line companies of ths
701s% during this 'pe.riod, many were frightened youngst,ers. of 15 or 16 years of
age; many were second line troops from rear echelon 6t1‘tfits,. who wire throwm
into the fighting in a last desperate effort to halt the Allied offensive; and
all the priscners of war ;em hungry and exhausted troops who were quite- happy

to have it over with,
SRR R R HHHEH U EHHOSTHRHO

BATTALIOR CASUALTIES

1 MAY 1944 - 31 HAY 1944

Killed in Action - 3
#*Severely wounded IA - 10
Lightly wounded IA - 6

. Lightly injured I - 5
TOTAL - 24

# Two of this number died several days later.
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