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1. I n compliance w i th the rtsquireaents of paragraph 10, AR 345-105> 
dated lalareh 10, 1943, the fol lowing d e r a t i o n s Report of ths 701st Tank Des­
t royer Ba t ta l i on , covering tha period 1 l ^ y 1944 to 3I Hay 19i»4 i s herewith 
Submitted. 

2 . The operations covered i n t h i s report ara stateaents f roa the 
Unit and S ta f f Journal , the B a t t a l i o n Diary, and of o f f i ce r s concerned; and 
supporting evidence f o r s a i d stateiaents i s on f i l e i n the ri^cords of t h i s 
Ba t taHon . 

3. This report was prepared by the In te l l i g ence Sect ion of the • 
B a t t a l i o n . 

WILLIAM H. BATSMAl, 
Captain, 70 l3 t Tank Deatroyer Bn . , 
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HEADQUAfCTERS 
TOIST TAKK DE3TB0TM BATT/>IION 

APO 464, c/o Fost i sas ter , Kew York, N,T, 

1 June 1944 

HISTQRI ^ 70Igr TAHK DSSTHOYER BATTALION' COVERIfC • 

PERIOD OF 1 MAI - ^ MAT 1944 

The s t a r t o£ the month of l ^ y proved exceptional ly quiet for the 

701st Tank Destjroyer Ba t t a l i on , accustossd es i t s meiabers were to the heavy 

a r t i l l e r y thrown at the Beachhead by the Gomans and the frequent n i g h t l y . 

a i r jraids, °B" and »C" companies were ac t ing as supporting a r t i l l e r y and 

"A" company was dug i n for an a n t i - t a n k r d e i n the 34th D i v i s i o n s e c t o r . 

Reconnaissance company operated three OP'e fo r the B a t t a l i o n ' s a r t i l l e r y 

funct ion a t the t ime . -

On May 3rd the Germans ra ided the port of Anzio during the hours of 

darkness . The 701st bad seve ra l t ruck dr ivers on s p e c i a l duty w i th the 6723rd 

Trucking Ba t ta l i on a i d the t rucks had j u s t been concentrated i n an asseaibly 

a rea near the port a f t e r having returned from l^aples loaded with s u p p l i e s . 

The d r i ve r s remained w i th t h e i r t rucks p r i o r to r e t u m i i ^ to t h e i r ou t f i t the 

fol lowing morning. When the Gennan a i r r a i d occurred, i t caught a number of the 

t r acke r s asleep on the ground without the sanctuary of a s l i t t r ench . A p e r ­

sonne l bojab tore in to the s k u l l of P v t . Charles M. Dunahay, ac" conmny, and 

k i l l e d him a s he l a y s leeping beneath h i s t ruck , p v t . Charles 8 . Brown, "B"' 

coapany, who had been s leeping at Dunahay's s ide , was severe ly wounded by a 

f ragaent which penetrated h i s chest and he died in. the hosp i ta l the following 

day, 

• Having done a tr^amdous aaount of f i r i n g , the 3" gun tubes on the B a t t ­

a l i o n ' s if-10 tank destroyers were being changed by ordancct ccapany 

rece ived p r i o r i t y , and, w i th a l l i t s guns i n excel lent shape, re l i eved "A" 

company without inc ident i n the ant i - t ank pos i t ions on the 34th D i v i s i o n sector . 



Rel ieved, platoon a^ a t ime, "A" coapaxxsr oaae back unjer B a t t a l i o n contro l sind 

went into the a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions vacated by «B". Once secure i n i t s d i rect 

f i r e p 0 3 i t i o n , ••B" coapany was attached to , the 601st Tank Destroyer Ba t ta l i on , 

The Bronze S t a r Medals were awarded to L ieutenant Jaiaes Wi l l i ans and 

Sergeant Isadore P a t r i c k , both of' "B" coapany, for t h e i r courageous act ions on 

15th A p r i l 1944, ' i n the v i c i n i t y of Carreto Alto during a r a i d w i th the SS? on 

the southern f lank of the Anzio Beachhead. Unraediately fol lowing the s t a r t o f 

the r a i d into messy t e r r i t o r y , the leading tank ran over a laine and burst into 

f lames, blocking the advance of the succeeding e lanents . Lieutenant Wi l l iaais 

and Sergeant P a t r i c k unhestat ingly dissounted from t h e i r M-10 a n d , d i s r ^ a r d -

i n g the danger of t h e b laz ing tank and i t s exploding aminunition, c leared a j a t h 

through the minef ie ld j guided t h e i r v e h i c l e to the flaming tank, a s s i s t e d i n 

attaching a tow cable to i t and directed the towing of i t to a nea r l y s ide 

road. Thei r prompt and e f f i c i en t a c t i on i n removing t h i s obstacle to ths ad ­

vance of the r a id ing par ty was important factor i n CTiabllng i t to complste 

succe s s f u l l y i t ' s miss ion . " 

At t h i s t ime , the award of the Legion of K e r i t came through for L t . 

Colonel Harrison K i r g , former fettalion Coismander of ^the V O l s i . , idio hAd been 

evacuated as a r e s u l t of se r ious wounds rece ived sane tiaie prev ious ly . The 

medal was given to L t , Co lonel King "for except iona l ly meritorious ooniiuct i n 

t h e performance of outstanding sei^rices as B a t t a l i o n Coiamander, 701st T .D . B a t t ­

a l i o n . From 10 August to 20 October 1943, immediately a f t e r the Bat ta l ion 

had been reorganized w i t h the new M-10 Tank Destroyer, he planned and super­

v i s e d w i th xBarked a b i l i t y and conspicuous success the t r a i n i n g of h i s persort-

n e l with new equipment. Long an advocate of the gsnployment of Tank Destix)yers_, 

a s supporting a r t i l l e r y , h i s fores ight i n ant i c ipa t ing the need for and provide-

i r ^ a r t i l l e r y t r a i n i n g for h i s o f f i ce rs and men was responsible for t h e B a t t ­

a l i o n successes i n I t a l y , His profess ional knowledge, sound judgment and a t t -



e n t i m to d e t a i l , c ^ e d over a long period of t imo , ^aa the greatest s ing l e 

f ac to r i n Hotlding the Ba t t a l i on in to a f ine working and highly pro f ic ient teanu 

His outstanding cont r i bu t ions to the a t t a i m e n t s r e a l i z e d by the B a t t a l i o n re f~ 

l e c t geeat credi t upon hiiBself and the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e end are worthy of the 

highest p r a i s e , " 

l ia jor Doran s t a r t e d a school i n forward observation for platoon comandsrs 

on May 5th, The' currtouluni was unique i n that a c t u a l f i r i r ^ was used i n conn­

ec t ion wi th the teaching of the f i n e r points of forward observation, and t h i s 

doubtless proved a source of misery to the Tedeschi , 

F o r soae f i v e days the gun• cosipanies worked w i t h the F i r s t Armored 

tJivisicsi on Tank-Xnfantry-Tank Destroyer probleasj i n preparation fo r planned 

fu ture operations. I n connection w i th these preparations, Ren,, coapany r e c -

onnoitered routes t o aaseffibUy areas in . .the L a F e r r i e r area and Pioneer plato<Ma 

worked with" the F i r s t Araored D i v i s i o n i n sweeping areas fo r mines, "B " coui-

p a i ^ was i ^ l i e v e d from i t s a n t i - t a n k work i n the 34th D i v i s i o n sector and r e t ^ 

u m e d to the Ba t t a l i on i n tha padig l ione a r e a . Severa l ^ajB prev ious ly , the 

Hazia had ii»riared t h e "B" ccaapany pos i t ions i n the J s o l a B e l l a area w i th 

phosphorus. Sergeant P a t r i c k end Lioatemcdi Wi l l iams hopped out of t h e i r M-10 

t o help extinguish soiise ensuing f i r e s and both received burns i n the process, 

P a t r i c k was sent to a ho sp i t a l but re jo ined h i s coE5>any three days l a t e r . 

Despite poor v i s i b i l i t y , due to na tu r a l and a r t i f i c i a l causes, the 7 0 l 3 t 

gun coa^janies continued t h e i r success fu l house, CP, and veh i cu l a r dest ruct ion . 

The Krauts used t h e i r heavier c a l i b e r guns t o barrass our r e a r areas and the 

l i n e coinpanies were inany t i a e s subjected to bombardment by 15Qiua, I7OEB11, and 

even ZLOpaa guns, 

"B" coaipany c a r r i ed out a reconr&issance for i n d i r e c t f i r e pos i t ions a s 

d id the Transportat ion S e c t i o n for routes of supply for t h e cKrdng operations, 

Transporation soon afterward s t a r t ed haul ing acaaxnition to the ^B* ccxnpany 



pos i t i ons , newly i«connoitered i n the La Perider v i c i n i t y . " C " CoEapainy used ' 

the t e r r a i n p lot at F i r s t Armored D i v i s i o n Headquarters to study the t e r r a i n over 

•jriiich the f ight ing wotild t a k e p l a c e , and the forward pos i t i ons , i n conduction 

wi th ths planned operations, were prepared by the " C " coapany personnel . Two 

add i t i ona l M-lOVs were obtained by Ba t t a l i on S -4 for use as comaand veh i c l e s 

i n tha coming operations, and a c l o se aaintonance check was sade o f a l l i i - lO 'o 

ftnd v e h i c l e s . Plans "Buffa lo" and Qrasshoppor^' were c l o s e l y studied by the 

Ba t t a l i on and preparations were made to ca r ry out e i the r one cltosen. P lan "Buff -

a l o " , however, was eventua l ly p icked and preparations were ioade accordingly, 

L t , Edson of " C " company made a bridge reconnaissance with the 16th Engineers , 

and a Tahk-Infantry-TariSc Destroyer exerc i se was held i n the F i r s t Amored D i v ­

i s i o n t r a in ing area wi th a platoon of " B " company p a r t i c i p a t i n g , "B " .conxpany 

was a l e r t ed for movament on Hay 20th b y order of F i r s t Armored D iv i s ion and moved 

t o i n d i r e c t f i r e pos i t ions on the night of May 21-22 while Bat ta l i on Headquaii^rs 

moved to a new CP acress the Musso l in i Cana l . Eeconnaissance Company of the 

701st and "B" company o f the 636th Tank Destroyers, attached to the 701st Tank 

Busters f o r the ^Buffalo", operat ion, both moved i n to the v i c i n i t y o f the B a t t ­

a l i o n CP, Meanwhile, "A" and "C» caiii>anies had s l ipped in to prepared pos i t ions 

i n the Le F e r r i e r area during hours of darkness and st ruck according to p l an the 

fol lowing morning, ''A" ooapariyf a t t ack ing i n support of Canbat Coaiaand "A", 

headed down Eed Boad and took the f i r s t ob ject ive , cross ing the r a i l r o a d running 

northwest before C i s t e m a , w i th in 15.minutes. Cp l , Pa t r i ck Michael Roach drove 

& t h r e e inch s h e l l jthrough a German t a n k , s i z e uiicnown, which had taken refuge 

behind a h a l f shattered bu i ld ing , C p l , John K. Conlin encountered two Uas i 

itark VI panzers r o l l i n g along a slope and got a ^ l i ght ing draw" on thea to neat ly 

drop araored p i e r c ing s h e l l s alongside the ba r r e l s o f the "Tigera" dreaded BQm. 

guns . The German re turn shots were w i l d and were the l a s t ever f i r e d by t h e i r 

c r ews for the g lory o f Cb*eater Gerraany. The i r tu r re t s were locked by i n the i m ­

pact of C o n l i n ' s AP s h e l l s j and d i r e c t s t r i c k e s with high ex los ive shell .8 put 

the f i n i s h i n g touches on the agoniaed "T i ge r s " which went up i n flame without 
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a member of the trapped crews managing to aaerge, That afternoon, the alarm 

Jt^at ESJferk V I ' s were forming for a tsMnter-aatck sounded over the radio net, 

"Correct ion , pttea:^?^''^'deelared Gfiptain John M, b r i g h t , commander of "A" Company, 

"Make that 23 , I ' v e j u s t knDCted out two," -The counter at tack never m a t e r i a l ­

i z e d . J u s t p r i o r to reaching the r a i lway , one destroyer r an over an' ant i - t ank 

mine, C p l , Paul B , F rasher , the gunner, had h i s 3 " gun loaded, and i t went of f 

as a r e s u l t of the percussion to catch f tasher on the r e c o i l . L ight ly wounded, 

Frasher was evacuated to the h o s p i t a l . Sergeant Bloeaaoe's destroyer was a l so 

put out of ac t i on by a mine and the crew was ordered to re turn to the rear f o r 

a r^w M-IO. A l l the members • scrambled out but had not iced some frightened 

KrautB disappearing into a cave , Toamy guns, r i f l e s and carbines were f i r o d 

in to the place with no noticeable r e s u l t s . F i n a l l y , fragmentation grenades were 

tossed i n to the opening but ths Hazd he ld f i r m . F i n a l l y , Blosaoe retaeaibered 

how bees a re e jected frcxa t h e i r h i ve s ^ h i s nat ive Wisconsin and came through 

with a smoke grenade tossed deep i n to tha inner recesses of the cave. Out rushed 

14 cowed J e r r i e s , t e a r s streaming from t h e i r eyes , gasps of "Kamerad" coming froai 

., t h e i r mouths, f ragec^ s t ruck the destroyer o f L t , Walter S, Loveless as i t r e c e ­

i ved h i t s from both'88 and 77nBa Gorman an t i - t ank guns, . L t , Loveless was severe ­

l y wounded and Corporal .Chester A Poplawsky, the dr iver^ was k i l l e d as the 

German shots headed through the front o f the tank. Sergeant John. P, Sears was 

severe ly wounded'and f i n a l l y e:{pired i n the hosp i t a l a week l a t e r . T/5 Svans • 

^ E . Je s s i e a l so was badly woxmded and P r i v a t e ' F i r s t G lass Uere j i ldo Gurule was 

^ ] s l ight ly , i n ju r ed by fragiaents and b u m s , L t , Louis A, Romani was caught i n the 

back Cf . the neck by a s h e l l fragpient, soon a f t e r taking over L t . Loveless* 

" ^ ^ t oon , and , s e r i ous l y woimded, was evacuated, 

"C " Compare roared i n t o the at tack with a platoon dr iv ing along e i ther 

.s ide p f Pxij^l;^ Path, supposedly through gaps c l ea red i n th^ minef ie lds p ro tec t ­

i n g the l e f t f l ank o f the German pos i t i ons around C i s t e m a . E ight «C» company 

JfetrlO's were made horS'^B cafi£ba^|fe '̂9%t̂ ^^^^|i;:|#aMe's a f t e r hopping off from t h e i r 



offensiTB f i r a poaitioixs o n forward s lopes , BtDxjwing oloUds of dust r e s u l t i n g 

from the intense a r t H l e i T - barrage and the supporting low l e v e l a i r assatiLt and 

bombardnent made v i s i b i l i t y extremely d i f f i c u l t , but CoJobat Coauaand " B " , w i th 

which "C« company was working, achieved a l l i t s ob ject ives b y n i g h t f a l l . S e r ­

geant Stank* s destroyer-was stopped by a s i n e during the " C " company ac t ion and 

the crew was ordered to r e t u r n to the r e a r for a replacement. However, Sergeant 

Stank p e r s i s t e d i n remaining w i th h i s gun, and loaded and f i r e d 100 rounds o f 

3 " aamunition by hlrasalf to support American infantrymen attacking across 

Highway 7 . Sergeant Bezpiaty^ too, found i t hard to leave h i s gun a f t e r the 

destroyer had been halted by a mine and scored a c l e an h i t to aaash up a Kraut 

tank before he would re turn to get another M-lO, Pv t . Boyd L , Eho.des was 

removing a. rad io from, a -knocked- out deatroyer to be sh i f t ed to another platoon 

command destroyer when he was machine gunned by some Germans and l i g h t l y woimded, 

A platoon of "B". company destroyers was attached to "G" coeapany a f te r the i n i t ­

i a l '•C'* l o s s e s , and p lastered a German flaiae thrower with devastating h i t s , 

"B" offiapany f i r e d a r t i l l e r y preparat ion and supporting f i r e during t h i s 
i f 

phase of the opeirations and did f i n e wopk, •'A" company ran aaaick to hang up a . 

t a l l y o f 11 Tedesishi panaers and one Q&m gun. coGcpany d e f i n i t e l y accounted 

for ims enemy tjanks, and crews of damaged destroyers reported back to Ba t t a l i on 

T r a i n s , qu i ck ly rece ived new M-lD's and roared s t r a i ^ t back to cc«nbat. At the 

end of the f i r s t day, despi ts f i e r c e German r e s i s t a n c e , everything was going 

according to p l a n . , ~ ' 

The a t tack continued a t dawn. May 23rd with a l l the gun companies now 

detaclied, Reconnaiasance Coapany reported from an OP that the enemy counter­

a t tack with machine-gunners, i n f an t ry , and se l f - p rope l l ed guns had been hur led 

back on the 45th .Div is ion a t ^l^Q hours . While going forward on a reconna is ­

sance miss ion . I t , Samuel Mendlow, S ta f f Sergeant Ekiwin B, -Wessner, and S e i ^ 

geant Clyde T , Gephsrt r an over a mine which blew up t h e i r "peep". A l l were 

reported s e r i ous l y wounded; 
- 6 -



I?y the soming of ttay 24th, coapany's M-lO's were a l ao s t a l l r e t r ­

ieved or rep laced . Vjith Has i res is tance dwindling, the Anaio offensive rose 

to a new p i t c h , Saasge-'ir* F t i s s e l l , of »C"'company, bad h i s arm broken by the r e c o i l 

of h i s 3 " gtin but g r i t t ed h i e teeth and c a r r i e d on for two more days during which 

h i s destr&yer aocouat'ed for a battery of four 8&3aa guns. L t ; Jackson not iced 12 

floches t r o t into a cave and, a f te r wai t ing patientjiy a few aoasButs, had a . 

HS s h e l l pumped i n to the cavern. I n the ensuing eaploaioni the mtranoe crumb­

led zxxd blocked the opening,- no isigns of l i f e were seen and ce r t a in l y not a 

Kraut was ever noticed to effiargs. However, the following day L t . Jackson could 

de f i n i t e l y carve notches on the stock of h i e carbine as observers watched hiia. 

calmly pick off two Germans f r o E tha vantage point of h i s destroyiw t u r r e t . A 

few prisoners were a l s o taken by company, and, on one occas ion , a round 

f i r ed into a dugout el iniinated 10 Krauts from t h e i r earth ly c a r e s . Bo tanks wsr* 

claimed by the tank busters dxiring the day, and the Batta l ion t o t a l stood a t 12 

e^s, 1 towed 83am g m , two se l f -prope l led guns, two k l n ^ guns, and a dajioaged 

^ 3 0 . , " Dxiring the n i ^ t of May 24th-25th, a counter -attack on our l e f t • 

f l ank was siaashsd by the I80th In fantry Regiment witn no Geraan penetrations / ^ ^ * ^ 

made. • ' . 

. The /»n2io Beachhead passed i n t o the annals of American m i l i t a r y h i s to ry 
M 

as the 91st KecoTinais5ance Squ^ron s lashed north from Terracina to meet the 36th // 

4 
• / 

encountered i n the Junction o f T I Corps and tha r e s t of ths F i f t h Artsf to s o H d - ' 

Engineers along the coast west of L i t t o i l a . Comparatively no opposition had bacr 

i f y th? ba t t l e f ront i n I t a l y , «C'* co^sany reported a "probable" Mark V i 

K0*d during the day. Pr ivate John t^<illi&m Hyan of «G« eo^>any was l i g h t l y Hoffln-' 

ded by shrapnel aa he sat b l i t h e l y oh the top of an K-10 on the f a r side of ' 

Highway 7 i n the f l a t ground below C o r i . 

The at tack toward V a l l a t r i continued to progress against feeble Gersaan 

r e s i s t ance and Colonel Howse with h i s t a sk force on the r ight f l ank of CG "B" * 

was reported to, have broken into Artena, A Uazi battery of dual purpose B&m 



gtms was being worksv. on by tha orews when they were W^dealy sturprisod ay " u " 

coB^sany tank dest ro je rs and polit.hed o f f . a l so acQounted for two aojre taiSks 

and t «9 ^ e i l c l e s . 14 . A lbert L . S h i l l i n g t o n ' s M-10 had d r o j ^ d i n to a d i t ch 

near V e l l e t r i . As comiaunications 'were out , L t , S h l l l i n g t o n , Pr i sate F i r s t CLa.a8 

Jaiaes J , fiasella and Pr ivate Lloyci Parka s tar ted off to get a 7-2 t o tow thea out 

of t h e i r prediceuaent. An enaay s h a l l landed near them to l i ^ t l y wotind i >h i l l -

ington and in jured Parka and Case 11a, The Batta l ion was then withdrawn'for 

maintenance and cleanup. Duringthe per iod of actica^ from 22nd to Hay 26th, 

the fol lowing German K a t e r i a l was destroyers d by our ta!nk busters t 

"A** Company - 12 t anks , 3 s e l f - p rope l l ed goas, 3. an t i - t ank guns, 

"B " C o f l ^ y - 2 Mark V I ' s , 4 Mark I V ' s , 1 tank towing a gun, 1 AT gun, 

"Ca Coapany - 1 Iferk V I , 1 Mark l Y , 8 ant i - t ank guns, 5 a r t i l l e i y piocos 

(22Gto Howitaers ) , 2 v e h i c l e s , 1 mehine gaa. 

Maintenance work continued and the Bat ta l i on Coiamnder reported t o General 

Harmon to d i s cus s the reconnaiasance made during tha morning. I t was learned that 

an at tack was planned for the morning of the 29th "end word bad i t that the 45th 

Div i s i on would follow up the F i r s t Armored Div is ion breakthrough and be transporte 

i n t rucks . 39 M-lDVs were ready for se rv i ce that afternoon and "A" company 

went i n t o an aKsambly a r e a , ' - • 

Without cos^anies "A** and '*G*', the ' J ^ l i t Tank Destroyer Bat ta l i on was det^ 

ached from D iv i s i on Keserve and isas attached to Combat'Comsand "A" t o maintain 

4 

contact with the 34th and 45th D i v i s i on s , The TOlat would a l s o ftumiah a n t i -

tank protect ion to CG " A ' s " r i g h t f lank. American armor crossed Line "^Molf* 

and met l i t t l e r e s i s t a n c e . However, one o f "A" company's H - lO ' s was h i t by 

lass i s h e l l f i r e near V e l l e t r i . Sergeant Donald Blank and T/5 A l l en K. Smith were 

l i g h t l y wounded. Sergeant Hubert Wooaloy received a serious head wound f roa a j 
! 

Ganoan a i r burst . . P r i va te .Vincent 'H. DePabio was se r i ous ly wounded i n the l e ^ 

and abdoaisn by nearby Kraut s m l l .arms f i r e . 

- 8 -



The attack contiriv^J. to go alojog favorably the follv.,<ing day, but C p l . Nolan 

Edward Buhraarin was shot through the head by a Kaz i sn iper as he was perched on 

the - tu r re t -o f an l i -10 . : ]^|^' , Krank J . R ^ ^ i a ^ Ba t t a l i on Commander, was in jured 

i n an autonobile accident and was evacuated, Major Doran, th&reupon, assumed 

I cQffiBsand o f thw f i i ^ Tank Destroyers . 

I s the month ended. F i r s t Armored D i v i s i o n was to reshuff le i t s un i t s i n 

order to place them i n t h e i r proper p o s i t i o n s . The tanlcs were to s t a r t the attack 

with the i n f an t ry follo\¥ing behind.- Cfece the i n f an t j y digs i n , the tanks would 

drop back although a number would retmain f a r fonsard to d i r e c t l y support the 

doughboys. Colonel Dan ie l s , commander of CC "A**, asked whether tha 701st could 

s tay i n po s i t i on without add i t iona l help as w e l l a s submitting requests f o r 

defensive f i r e and giving accurate locat ions of our elements. The Ba t ta l i on 

coc^jlied and the end of May saw ths companies detached and i n pos i t i on for coming 

operations. 

I n addit ion to the recognit ion of the f ight ing preformance of the 70 l6 t .̂ ^ 

l i n e coE^anies, p r a i s e must be given to the splendid work done by S-4 i u procuring 

needed suppl ies and equipmsnt r ap id l y and e f f i c i e n t l y . Seven M-lD^s had been 

requ is i t ioned by S-4 and another was obtained by Maintenance a f t e r Captain l a i r j l . 

Ba t t a l i on S-4, discovered i t .marooned on the b a t t l e f i e l d . Ba t t a l i on Maintenance 

did a very f ine job i n f i x i n g up and r e t r i e v ing the necessary dest royers . And 

f i n a l l y , the Ba t t a l i on Transportat ion Sect ion may we l l s lap i t s e l f on the back . 

f o r the f ine work done by the t ruck d r i ve r s i n br inging up suppl ies and ammo 

through the t h i c k haze of dust wliich hung over the forward areas . Dr iv ing 

blackout a l l during the hours of da rkmss , they brought tip the required stqjplies to tra 

the crews of tha destroyers i n the most advanced pos i t i ons , lioreovsr, the Communi­

cat ions Sect ion functioned smothly wi th S t a f f Sergeant Joseph Offoer 's wire crew 

working a t any hours through tha day and night to l a y wire and r epa i r breaks, 

often during periods of intense s h e l l i n g . I n the operations toward the end of 

the iBonth, Sergeant S t e r l i n g E . Smith of «CH Company and T/4 Lonnie P h i l l i p s of 
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T«B« cQHpany perforaed cccjasrsdably the i r tasks of r epa i r and aaintsnance of t h e i r 

respect ive coiapanj-'s radio cocumnications. 

F r oa the beginning of the offensive to the erid of Say, |he 701st 53)'s "ware 

o f f i c i a l l y cred i ted w i t h 22 tanks, 4 sjalf-profaslled gtina, 1 wFard^saad", 12 a n t i ­

tank guns and a nuasber o f other ta rge ts . The s i t o a t i o n found A l l i ed troops 

s t e a d i l y advancing i n t h e i r offensive to take Borne and "destroy* ths German 

anaies i n I t a l y . The Anzio Beachhead -was now joined to the r e s t of tha f ront 

and i t seeined c e r t a i n tha t Kes se l r i ng ' s depleted forces could no longer hold the 

aof^ntum of the A l l i e d drive to BDH© for any length of tiiae. Of t h i s , the num­

erous German p r i s o r e r s of war seemed aware. They no longer be l i eved i n a sweep­

ing v i c t o r y of the German Baich and i t s Fuehrer, but they had only been f i t t ­

i n g to stave o f f laational d i s a s t e r and to save t h e i r sk ins - a theory hammered 

into t h e i r s k u l l s time and time again by everyone i n the K a z i p o l i t i c a l and m i l ­

i t a r y hierajrchy from Adolf and Goebbals down to the lowest f i e l d o f f i ce r i n the 

WehriBacht, Of the approxiiaata 75 p r i soners taken by the l i n e ccs^anies of the 

701st during t h i s per iod, many were f r i ^ t e n e d youngsters of 15 or 16 years o f 

age; many were second l i n e troops from rea r echelon o u t f i t s who w^rs thrown 

in to the f i ght ing i n a l a s t desperate e f fo r t to h a l t ths A l l i e d of fensive; and 

a l l the pr i soners of war sere hungry and exhausted troops who were qxiite happy 

to have i t over w i t h , 

BATTALION GASDALTIES 

1 14AT 1944 - 31 KAI 1944 

K i l l e d i n Action - 3 . 

*Seve re ly mounded lA - 10 

L i g h t l y wounded l A — 6 

L i g h t l y in jured l A - 5 
TOTAL - 24 

* Two of t h i s number died seve ra l days l a t e r , 

////////////////// 
-10-

i \ . -iL s J 


