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I SAW APSIGA'S FlGIiTING m j I!} ACTION I H AI^IGA 
By A oD „ Di -d j io ,0 .S , 

D a i l y s k e t d i ' War Hoxxospondent just returned f r om Nor t i i A f i ' i c a | Au'Qica:' o f 
"^©sts-^erg War^^'^lli© lerdtiant Havy Fights"©to* 

I n 1ii0 eiCJOTse o f th© l o r t t i A f r i c a n Gaiapaignj and i n p a r t i c m l a r d u r i n g the 
pe r i ods nhen Van Arnlm*s fori©Sj ,and I n t e r those o f EoHmol, tsm. t i r o t o t ime 
t o o k fee i n i t i a t i v e Taetwe^a iixe S a l t M c e s and th e ncffi"-Uis t h o r e was i n the 
aowfj&pecffB of America* a cons idcrab lo volume o f adverse comment d i r o o t o d bo-& 
a t Aaer i can l e a d o r e h i p smd ^ i n o o r t a i n erhrsEMs canes j a t tLio American S o l d i s r , 

Since r e t u r n t o England I have r oad t i i r o u ^ a nuiabor o f 'iiieee 
c r i t i e i e m s ^ a n d have been oona idcrab ly d i s t u r b e d a t t h e i r tone and t o n o r * 

Svents havo answered fca c r i t i c s on the ocoro o f gonero l sh ip and l a a d e r -
ship j , On the d e t a i l s o f supply and o r g a n i z a t i o n I donot th in lc i t neoeesary 

t o ooaa©nt«Bttt shou ld ttio events o f t h o l a b t ' phase o f "Uao carajmign havs I s f t 
t h e f a i n t e s t and most l i n g a r i n g doubt i n tiio mind o f a r y man a S t o -fiie 
f i t t i n g q u a l i t i e s o f iii© Amerioan e o l d i a r , I th in lc might bo p o r m i t t e d t o 
p lace ami Q35)eriQn<Je# on r e o a r d * 

I l anded t d l i i the f i r s t a s s a u l t boats on tiio b s a d i a t Qran i n an 
o p e r a t i o n t h a t beoaine f r om t l i ' - moment o f l a n d i n g e n t t c o l y Ajaorican, I saw 
a lmost a l l t h e f i t t i n g o f tfaaii b r i e f campaign, and moved f r om Oran w i t h 
t h e f i r s t American u n i t - a Tajik Soetroyeo? dotaohmGnt- over land t o T u n i s i a * 

Wijfo a most g a l l a n t handTul o f t h o Surroyo ITO m d o a c on tac t wi-bh 
th e enoEiy i n t3ie h i l l s be fore Modjoa«el ^lab, and £rom t h a t b r i s l c a f t e rnoon 
t h i s u n i t t ook p a r t i n a lmost evory o p o r a t i o n o f iraportanco i n -which American 
trojyps were engaged u n t i l iii© f o i l o f " runis* ' _ 

4iA^i^4tJlEG0¥HlI -
" F o r T n o s t o f the 'campaign I l i v e d t / l t l i -tiiora, sho r inc t h e i i ' blanlcots 

and t h e i r ra t ions« They -sirere, i n the f i r s t c'-yo, as grocn and as r a w as any 
t r o ops I have ever seen, and i i i e y w i l l n o t j I knowj bo o f fondod 1:^ t h i s 
s ta tement , f o r I saw •fiiem under tho, s t r c B O o f ca lamHy throw o f f t h a t groenesSo 

I saw i i i o n j wiife seven o f t i i o i r o i g l i t s e l f px 'opol lcd guns knoclcod 
o u t o f a c t i o n , w i t i i heavy c a s u a l i t l o s end vd-Ox much damge , p i l l thcwselves 

o u t o f t h e i r trou{da o f d i s a s t e r antd make tJieianolvos i n t o a f i t t i n g u n i t 
a ga in * 

W i t h i n f o u r days o f f i r i n g t h e i r f i r s t shot a ga ins t tho orieTs^r t h ey hod 
passed t h r o u ^ every stage f rom ovcrconf idonoo t o d i o a s t o r and back aga in t o 
f i g h t i n g o f f i o c e n c ^ i and they d i d i t w i tJ i ou ' - i d f rom o u t s i d o , d i d i t TTith 
t h e i r omx p^eat and - t i i e i r own b l o o d , 

C* Company o f t h e 701st Tonic Destroyers l i ^ : od t i i r o u j ^ thoso days t o 
become one o f the f i n e s t i m i t B o f t l i o Aiacrican Ar i iy* 

Uhat I saw here a t c lose q u a r t e r s and v d t h pe rsona l IcnovrledgQ o f eadh 
p iece o f weckage , m t e r i a l and human bi 'ougl i t back t o f i g i l i t i n g f i t n e s s , I saw 
happen aga in on a broffdor sca le w i t h I i^ i r t j 3 0 (5 i jbat Coriuxind "B " , the Aiaorican 
b r i gade ( i t approximatod i i i a t ) T&ich catie to r e i n f o r c e Blade Force and h e r o i c 
eleven-a i n t h e t u r j n o i l o f Tobourba. 

AmOUS DAYS 
Gojnbat Goniaand " B " wore do fca tod oubrddo o f I Iedjoz»o l - Bab i n the 

t ragedy o f e a r l y DoceiTibcr, B iore wore raany f a c t o r s i n t h a t d e f ea t , b u t t h a t 
some elements had n o t y e t cone dovm t o ttio r e a l t i e s o f War'l 

I saw Combat Goomond " B " pass t h r o u f ^ i t s b i t t e r d a y s , and I saw i t 
f o u r E ion&s l a t o r f l u n g l i k e a t h i n c c r o o n across wide v a l l e y be fore S b e i t l a 
t o s top th e r u s h o f t h e German Fanscrs a t the v o r y moEont r/hon t hey wore 
f l u s h e d w i t h v i c t o r y o f S i d i - b o u - S i d , and aako poss ib l e -fclio o r d e r l y . d thdraw-
ait o f tho American F i r f i t /jr-mourcd D i v l s i o i i ^ 



/ Marcjhed and c o n n t o r - marchod acrooo h a l f •fcho oountrys ido i n th© anxiouB 
days t h a t fo l lowed; , they made a w a l l aga in when #3^1^ the- onoiigr d i v i d e d h i s 
a t t a c k i n two prongs , one go ing Nor th t o "broalE a g a i n s t t ho B r i t i s h a t S i a l a 
on go ing south i n Bio a t t emt t o smasli Tabes sa . ^ o y saved 1'abossa, 

There m s n o t i i i n g wrong i n a l l tho reverses and breakdowns o f i i i a t 
desperate ^miik. w i t h tho f i g h t i n g s p i r i t 0 * v/i-fc f i g h t i n g q u a l i t y o f Corabat 
Conuaand ' 'B"» 

Siose u n i t " " one s m a l l and the o t h o r l o r g e * may bo talccn as a f a i r 
c r o s s s eo t i on o f the armies o f Jbaorica* 

TixQ^ -wore i n no way p i cked t roops i n t l i o b e g i n n i n g . G*Gomapny o f tlxo 
701si3aad, i n p o i n t o f f a c t , a r e p u t a t i o n f o r " toug lmoss" o f q u i t o -another 

s o r t * Bu t t l i e y woro i d e n t i c a l i n what , f o r vmnt o f b e t t o r torm^ nig lat be 
c a l l e d l i i e l r case histories© 

STEEH TEST SI]B.MOin-ITED 
Green i n "th-e f i r s t days, they went t o b a t t l e o v e r con f i d en t , Tlicy r e c e i v ed 

the teevi t a b l e r e qa rd o f over conf idence , and ve ry f a r fi'om b r ca l dng under i t , 
t h e y used d i s a s t e r i t s e l f t o fas ihion themselves anoT7» 

Between laie " r o o k i e s " o f Beccnfcor and the ve terans o f January the r e was 
p r e c i s e l y "fee d i f f e r e n c e bet-ween r e c r u i t s and ve te rans t h a t has e x i s t e d 
• f e r o u ^ - ou t h i s t o r y , w i t h I M s one diffGrenoe->- t l i a t i n the i t ao r i can 
Inngr the re was no nucleus o f war s a l t e d menj i h e r o were n o t b a t t l e - t r i e d 
" o l d hands" t o p u l l t i i e new e n t r y t oge the r * 

They had t o make ou t o f b a t t l e shocked t r opps and b a t t l e - s c a r r e d 
eqtdjjment, w i t h t h e i r own hands, t i i o i c own des t iny^ 

0 , Comapiy, w i t h i n ^ hours o f i t s d i s a s t e r s was h o l d i n g the p e r i - " 
ms t s r e f Medjea a ga ins t an eaqsected tanlc a t t a c k . Even wiicn w© went i n t o Uiat 
h o l d i n g l i n e we did n o t know t h a t a l l our guns woi i ld- f i r -©,— 

B u t tiieJlins.jiB£LJBade^,-and'iihsr6 h ^ been noboc^ t o t e l l Capta in 
-Reddingy^-niio commanded i i i e coapary^ the p a n t l l e l ©xperieneo^ -fcher was no 
w e i ^ t o f precedent t o h e l p him» 

I t i s p a r t o f i i i s measure o f t h o American t roops liitxt t l i o y have been ab le 
w i t h o u t ' ' o l d hands" m thomv r e c en t ozper leneo, w i t h o u t i i imod ia to pro cedent 
as a gu ide , t o make th-oiasolves so ld iers « 

NO* RETREAT 
2 i e l a s t I saw o f Combat GomEasnd " B " wan a w e l l spa cod colusim moving across 

i ^ o D r o t Doulckan towards the f i / ^ t o f the Tabossa Roads u n a f r a i d , u n d i s t u r b e d , 
c o o l and c h e e r f u l w i t h the cheor fu lness o f w e l l t r i e d t r o ops * 

%.e l a s t I saw o f G, Company o f t i i o VOlst was a h a n d f u l o f men , w i t i i f o u r 
guns they had l e f t , dug i n beh ind t?;o weal: l i n e s o f n inos i n t l i o Pass o f I . la-ol ' 

Ab iod y d t h a mortar b a t t e r y o i l one f l a i i k and a few l l f r j i t truilcs on tho o-fcer. 
I t had r a i n e d o f f and on f o r daysj, r.\rop](^85 was d i f f i f i u l t | r o i n f o r c o m e n t 

imposs ib l e * 
25iey were an i n t e n s e l y mobi le u n i t , f o r ced by tho ha r s l i nocoss i t y o f t h o 

s i t u a t i o n ou t o f t h e i r n a t u r a l r o l e * And t h e y , t o o , were chcerful-»chae3rful 
I t o o u ^ th e o rders they r e c e i v ed as t h o y bngon t o d i g i n tho u m j e i d l y h a l f 
t r a c k s w i t h t h e guns, were they would be n o t r e t r e a t , 

fcere i s no h i g h e r t e s t f o r t l i c q u a l i t i e s t h a t molco a s o l d i e r « 
A l l t l i ey cou ld have done the re on t i i e i'ass o f Ma^ol - Abo id was t o h o l d 

t h e enemy, i f f o r t u n e favoured t l icm, f o r perhaps a day. But they loiow t h a t . 
ha l j f -day would g ive t ime t o r eo rgan i ze t l i o l a s t defences above Tabessa i t s e l f 
i f t h e enemy s t r u c k up f r om ^afsa and •^eriana, And ttioy knew t h a t even t h a t . ' • 
h a l f - d a y would be enoutjh t o balance t t i o a n n i h i l a t i o n , and thoy were c o n t e n t , 

No co iu i t r y con ask more o f mon t i i a n t h a t o 



701 sr TD, 32 Monrhs Over, 
Se\s 45Q-Day Combat Mark 

When the unit release on the 701st Tank Destrover Battalion came to us, w» turned it over to staff writer Sgt. Jack f'oisie, who served with this unit throughout the Tunisian campaign. S^t. Foisie ha* added a few more intimate comments to ths official story of the IQlst, hii "old outfit.' 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY. Jan. 31—There's one great danger In writing about your old outfit. You're bound to be molto beaucoup prejudiced. There are other "best dainn outfits" in the Army, too, I guess. Regardless, the 701st Tank Destroyer BattjiUon, of the Ist Arm6red Division, has been put "on the record," effective today, after 32 months (to the day) overseas, over 450 of which have been In combat. During that time they havo been attached, at one time or another, to armies of eight Allied nations, and to eight dl-«-vision*-of one ot the*©. Aliied 

a r m i e s , t h e A m e r i c a n A r m y . 
T h e s e f a c t s axe n o t t h e r e su l t of p r e j u d i c e d a d d i t i o n on m y par t . I t Bays all Ihls In the official 6lh Army biography of the lOlst. prepared by Sgt. Fred Welty, u very unbiased guy from 6th Army public relations, who has written more official releases on outfits t han you can shake your fist ut. 

IN VANGUARU 
Purtbermore, writes ^biographer Wclty, the 701st was among the first tank destroyer units In the American Army to open fire on G e r m a n tanlfs in this war. Among!? You can see tha t Welty luis learned from past experteiite to qualify any claims which cannot be proved In the official record. Naturally, pure patriotism allows 

rnK 'UC'tUrty'.liiil i i i i ; /ui.'.[! Were l U i ; very first tank destroyers to get a »Wr̂ <t"l«ri;TOrliioi e Uiey 

HIT IHT NAZI TANK 
The rest of the battalion also 2 ° ^ ' " ' ' ^ during this drive tha t Kalned honors. In February. 1943 S-8gt. Milton A. Downs of faoper. Company A won the distinction ofi Okla.. directed the fire whioh de-buing the first American unit to! stroyed two Tiger and six other knock out a German Mark VI, German tanks to 90 minutes. 'Tiger" tank by direct fire. The! The 701st participated In the 

rdlc '̂ed^^tT'tS. ^-rUl̂ RSad" T^^ ' ^ " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' - ' ' ' ^ ' ^ 
l-unls," by- the British war corre­spondent, A. A. Divine, speaks of their battle record and of the fight­ing spirit and rapid "veteranizing" of the comixmy. 
I Men of the battalion's reconnais­sance company a t one time or a n -

dld it with a 75 mounted on a half­track, which were the "tank do-
s t royers ' of those doys. But then, I 
am prejudiced. 

Welty goes on to record tha t l i iu 701st lias marked up an "enviable record" In smashed enemy armor and motor transport In the battle areas of Tunisia f id Italy, firinj; nioro an 2^0,000 rounds in doiny so. "Enviable record" Is probably 08 r.ti'ong a word as can be used becauiie unlike the Air Force, who can keep track of their shoolin' up riglit down to the last German staff car, the 701st men. In I'unlslii a t least, never did keep track of how many bullseyes they scored. In those days a TD gun crew never liad time to count. I t was hit and run, and sometimes run and hit. 
Beginning their long ovensea.s service when they landed in Ire­land with the 1st Armored Di­vision in June, 1942, the 701st un ­derwent rigorous training In prep­arat ion for the North African land­ings. Coming a.shore at points to the left and right of Oran, the 701st swept inland to aid in the seizure of airfields vital to the Allied cause. Soon afterward Com­pany O moved on to Med)ez-El-Bab In nor thern Tunisia, where they clashed sharply w i t h Gorman armor. Company B was among the first American troops to reach 

S . ^ . P ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' H I 'TTieyTad uinrto iixĵ inrt̂ ĥ ^̂ ^̂  with capturing Gafsa, Bbeitla. and sweeping beliind the Germans at Paid Pass to seize tha t important terraiy feature. Por this action the company was awarded ttic French Croix de Guerre with palms, with a citation from General Alphonse Juin . theo u commander of Free French troops 

other fought with all three gup companies The 70lst was In tl^e thick of t h e Kasserine Pass battle apd lost heavily in armor. After drawing-new half-tracks It went on to fight a t El Ouet tar and in the battles which led to the collapse of German resistance in Africa. 
READY FOR ITALY 

Preparing for the Italian cam­paign, the 701st drew new M-10 tank destroyers, greatly Increasing the battalion's effectiveness and fire power. The battalion saw Its first I tal ian action early In De­cember. 1943, m the hill masses of Mt. Canilno. There the men of the 701st fired five tUnes as many shells In 30 hours as they had diulng tl»e entire Tunisian campaign. On Feb. 7. 1944. the battalion was ordered to the Anzlo beach­head. I t was In action at Anzlo two days later, stopping at a staging area near Naples for only two hours, long enough to draw rations and new equipment. At the beach­head, the 701st helped repel every m a j o r German attack thrown against the J t h Army forces there. Company B smashed five enemy tanks m 13 minutes in on action near Clstema. The T D outfit fired more than 55,000 rounds on the beachhead. When the 5th Army beactihead forces broke «<ut and drove on Rome, the 70Ist was again in the forefront of action, destroying 29 German tanks, a battery of 210 m m . howitzers, 30 enemy vehicles and two self-propelled guns In the i 11-day period from May 25 to June 4. the day the outfit entered Rome. 

beyond as the 5th Army moved north. The enemy strongpohits of Altopascio and Orentano, south of Lucca, were captured by the Re­connaissance Company of the 701st. fighting as Infantry and com­manded by Capt. Albert B. Morri­son of Charleston, W. Va. During this action 3-Sgt. William Blanken-ship of Ironton, Ohio, won a Sliver S ta r for forcing the withdrawal of an enemy tank by using only a pistol and a few hand greiiades. 
HELPED MANY 

After flgntlng In the bitter actions of the Gottiic Llns, t h s 701st today is deployed in the rugged terrain of the 5th Army front. At; one time or another the outfit ha.'s supported the 1st, 3rd, »th, 34th,; 36th. 45th and 88th Infantry Di­visions but has always returned tOj the fold of the 1st Armored. I The 701st—pardon the repetition but the outfit never did go In for; nicknames—was activated Dec. 15, 1941. a t Fort Knox. Ky.. one of the five original TD outfits In the Army. I t was originally com­manded by Col. C. C. Benson; later by Lt. Col Harrison King, wounded at Anzlo. and now by Lt. Cpl. Prank J . Redding of St. Cloud, Minn. (That 's about all, except for—oh, yes—the battle at Old Nells place just off the Knox ressrvution. But tha t isn't tocluded In those 450 combat days.) 
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