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T SAW AMERICA'S FIGHTING VEN IN ACTION IN ATRICA
B:Y A’aDm Di‘VinG;DaS .Me

Daﬁ],y sketch! War &mospondsnt Just returned from North Afriong Auther of
estroyers War," 1The Merchant Navy Fightetote,

~In the couree of tho North Afriean Campaien, and in partioulay during the
periods when Van Arnim's forées,and later thoge of Rommel, from tims to +ime
took the initiative betwesn the Salt Lakes and the north, thore was in the
newepapers of America! a considerable voluma of adverse comment dirocted both
at Admeriecan leadorehip end , in gortain extrone cases, at the American Soldier,

Since my return to Englend I hove read through a mwbor of these
critlelsms,and have been conaiderably disturbed at their tone and tenaor,

Events have answered the crities on the geora of goneralship and lsadepe

ship, On the details of supply end organization I demot thini 1t necessery

to comment.But should the ovents of the last phase of tho campoden have left
the faintest and most ngering doubt in the ming of any man ga to the
fighting qualities of the American oldler; I think I might bo permitted to
place my own experisnded on record,

1 landed with the first assault boats on the beach at Oran inm an
operation that became from th- moment, of landing entirely American, T gsaw
almost all the fighting of thav briaef campaien, and moved from Oran wlth
the first American unit- a Tank Dastroyar detachmente overland to Tunisia,

: Willh a most gallant handfyl of the Surreys wo mede a contaet with
the eneormy in the hills befors Modjezeol Naby and from that brigk af'ternoon
this wnit took part in almogt every oporation of importanes in vhich Amerlean
tropps wers engaged until the £ol1l of Tunis,

A GALLANT RECOVIRY . __ - ' o T

C oo TFormostTol the campaim I 14ved with them, sharing theie blankets

and their rations, They were, in the first @~ya, a8 groon and as pory as any
troops I have ever secn, and they will 1oty I know, bo offended by this
statement, for I saw then under the stress of calamity throw off that greensss,

I sayw i:hgm > with sevea of their eilght self mropslled gung knockod

out of action, with heavy casualitice and with much damage, ptll themselves
out of their trough of disastor and make thensolves into o flghting unit
88a1N, .
Fithin fouwr daye of firing their first chot ageingt tho onemy they had
bassed through every atape from overconfidense to disngter and back again to
fighting offiacencyy and they did 4t withou: 14 from cutside, did 1% with
their own pweat and thelr own blood,

C. Company of the '70lgt Tenk Destroyers liyed through thoso days to
become one of the finest wunite of the American Army, ,

Vhet I saw hers at olose quarters ond with personal Imowvledpgs of each
piece of wreckage, material and humon brought baek to fighting fitness, I maw
bappen egain on & brosder peale with $HMARAC ubat Coumnma mpn s the American
brigade(it approximeted that) vhich cars to veinforce Blads Forss and heroig
eleventh in the turmoil of Tobourba, ‘ ‘

ANXTIOUS DAYS

Combat Commang *p® wore dofeated outsida of lledjez=0l~ Bsb in the
tregedy of early December, There wors nany factors in that defoat, bubt that
some elemonts had not yel coms dowm to the realties of Wart

I saw Combat Cormand "pn pass through its bitter doys, and I saw 1t
four months later flung 1l4ke a thin rereen ~erosg wide valley before Sbheitla
to stop the rush of ihe German Panzers at the very momont vhon they wero
flushed with Vietory of Sidi-bou-Sid, nd wmake posaible the orderly ithdrase
at of the American First Armowrcd Division,
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