
NORTH AFRICAN GAI'PAiaN DAIRY 
"B" Go. 7 0 l 3 t T. D. Bn. and 2nd P i t . Ron. Co. VOlst T. D. Bn 

Shlppin?!; Number - 6528? 

I n t r o d u c t i o n - as pa r t of CC/B, began preparations f o r "Coi^iblned 
Operations." 

September 27, 1942: 
1st L t . Clarke and 27 F;,M, l e f t on advanced d e t a i l f r o n Dovmpatrick, 

I r e l a n d , County Down, Advanced v e h i c u l a r p a r t y , consiatinfi, of 1 peep 
and 2 E.?'. from attached Ren, F l a t , departed same time. Remainder of 
company continued preparations f o r departure, 
October 2, 1942: 

2nd L t . Edson together w i t h a l l the tracked v e h i c l s s l e f t f o r a nov/ 
s t a t i o n , 
Oct, 3, 1942s 

Capt. G, A. Ellmann and 65 K.H. l e f t by t r a i n from present s t a t i o n 
f o l lowed immediately by remainder of cottipany and wheeled vehicles under 
command of 1st L t , Kcrnisrht and F n i t s i t (promoted 2 days p r e v i o u s ) . 
Thus d i d "B" 6528P m.ove from the Emorald I s l o t o now adventures, 
Oct. 4, 1942: 

A r r i v e d at new l o c a t i o n , a b e a u t i f u l country house i n Hngland about 
2000 hours. Weary and "Bag" t i r e d , wero met at the s t a t i o n by L t , Clarke 
who d i d an e x c e l l e n t job of ' t o t t i n g the "e s t a t e " ready f o r occupancy. 
A l l i n d i c a t i o n s pointed towards a vovj e f f i c i e n t "snow" j o b , 
Oct, 5, 1942: 

Wheeled vehicles r o l l e d i n i n time f o r evening chow and tracked 
convoy a r r i v e d l a t e r (much l a t e r ) sjime date 5/6/52, 
October 6, 1942: 

Preparations f o r f u r t h e r t r a v e l s c a r r i e d on w i t h f l e x i b l o hope and wi 
lias J v;oathor much inovidencs. 15 replacements a r r i v e s , als host wishes 
fvarx Lt; Col, Kin^, Kitchen t r u c k departed a f t e r h u r r i e d preparations, 
Oct. 10, 1942: 

Oct, 9 being payday - I-luff s a i d I , 



RECORD OF E'/ENTS 
I n e a r l y September, 1942, i t was announced t h a t "B" Company W CTJId soon 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n a combined operation as a p a r t of combat command B. The 
command was t o include a detachment of the 141st Signal Company, the 15th 
Armored Rogiment, the 1st B a t t a l i o n 1st Armored Regibnent, the 1st and 2nd 
B a t t a l i o n s of the 6th Armored I n f a n t r y , the 27th Armored F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
Supply B a t t a l i o n , Co, B 47th Medical B a t t a l i o n , Company C, Maintenance 
B a t t a l i o n , Company C, 701st T. D. B a t t a l i o n , Company 3, 16th Engineer 
E a t t q l i o n , 106th Coast A r t i l l e r y B a t t a l i o n , 2nd B a t t a l i o n 591st Engineers 
and the 2nd B a t t a l i o n 502nd Parachute I n f a n t r y . 

On September 27th, L t , Clarke and 27 E. M. ^Mvanced pa r t y f o r "3" 
Company, en t r a i n e d at Do^TOpatrick, Horth I r e l a n d , bound f o r Hankelow Court, 
County" Chester, En5:*land, Tlao group proceeded by t r a i n t o Larne, I r e l a n d , 
by boat t o Stranraer, Scotland, and by t r a i n t o Crewe, England, A f t e r a 
short stop a t Crewe H a l l , the p a r t y went by l o r r y t o Hankelow Court, where 
f o r s i x days i t made necessary preparations f o r r e c e i v i n g the com.pany 

The main body of the company, c o n s i s t i n g of Captain Ellmann, Mafeter 
Sergeant Todd, and 64 E,!/., a r r i v e d at Hankelow on the evening of Oct, 4, 
They had t r a v e l e d by t r a i n t o B e l f a s t , by boat t o L i v e r p o o l and by t r a i n 
t o Nantwich, 

On Oct, 5 t h , L t s , McKnight and V / h i t s i t brought the company's wheeled 
vehicles t o Hankelow, having come by way of Liivne and Stranraer, L t , 
Edson a r r i v e d l a t e r t h a t day a t Nantwich w i t h the t r a c k vehicles and 
d r i v e r s . On Oct, 13th, L t , Smith brought t o Hankelow those m.embers of 
the 2nd Recon, Platoon, Rocon. Company who had not boon included I n the 
advance T>arty, This platoon had been attached t o "B" Company f o r f u r t h e r 
operations. The tvfo h a l f t r a c k s of the platoon were loaded on f l a t cars 
at Stranraer, but never reached Hankelow and d i d not again r e j o i n t h e i r 
p latoon or "B" Company, 

On October 13th, "B" Company's personnel was f i n a l l y assemhled i n 
England, I t t o t a l e d 6 o f f i c e r s and 203 men, the l a t t e r f i g u r e i n c l u d i n g 
15 replaccmsonts received Oct. 9 t h , 23 men of the attached reconnaisaanco 
platoon, and 5 f i r s t a i d men. Our vehicles included e i g h t 75-m:n, s e l f -
propels, f o u r 37-mm s e l f - p r o p e l s , 16 h a l f - t r a c k s , 4 3/4-ton t r u c k s , 3 
l / 2 - t o n t r a c k s , 6 peeps, 5 2|-ton tr-acks ( k i t c h e n , maintenance and supply) 
1 t r a i l e r and 7 motorcycles. I n a d d i t i o n t c our h6a\?y gims our weapons 
included 38 o a l . .50 machine gunn, 95 c a l . ,30 machine guns, 56 tcmmy 
guns, and 170 r i f l o s , 10 c a l , , 45 p i s t o l s and 18 very p i s t o l s . 

For those not accompanying the v e h i c l e s , the t r i p from. Downpatrick t o 
Hankelov/ v/as marVced by the carryinr; of loaded musette bags, bod r o l l s , 
barracks bags and other items of f u l l f i e l d equii^ment dovm s t a t i o n platfiorms 
and t o and f r a n t r a n s i e n t csmps and docks. I t v/as c l e a r t h a t the planners 
of the move-iont had never c a r r i e d the items r e q u i r e d t o be c a r r i e d or been 
oven p:i3sivc lovers of horae f l e s h . 

The maan party's acconsidations d u r i n r the n i g h t from B e l f a s t t c L i v e r ­
pool wore most inadequate, there being not enough space f o r even a 
m a j o r i t y of the men t o l i e , do\m on the f l o o r . The wheeled ve-hlclos 



t r a v e l l e d the several hundred miles between S t r a n r a e r and Hankelow w i t h ­
out naps, acoompanied by B r i t i s h m o t o r c y c l i s t s , who, f o r the most p a r t , 
were not f a m i l i a r w i t h the route t o be t r a v e l e d . As f o r th© t r a c k vehiclees, 
hours v/ere r e q u i r e d to check and b l o c k them on f l a t cars ( m a t e r ials f o r 
t h i s purpose wore most Inadequate) and since only two c a r s could bo 
brought t o the s i d i n g a t one time, the e n t i r e n i g h t of Oct. 5th and 6th 
was r e i u i r e d t o unload them a t Rantwich. 

Although the t r i p t o Hankolow v/as decidedly an,r}oying t o a l l concerned 
everyone was pleased v/lth our nev; co'xntry estate and g r a t e f u l t o the 
B r i t i s h f o r t h e i r helpfulneoa and very warm h o s p i t a l i t y . The women, 
the landscape, i n f a c t , e v e r y t h i n g but the B r i t i s h r a t i o n s , were d e f i n i t e l y 
improvements over anything Horth I r e l a n d havi t o o f f e r . 

But before we could begin t o develop the new l i f e about i t , i t beceme 
necessary t o prepare f o r f u r t h e r movement. I n s t r u c t i o n s by telephone and 
w r i t t e n d i r e c t i v e s pourod fror^ Marbary E a l l , headquarters of Combat 
Coitimand "3", These d e a l t w i t h the waterproofIno of v e h i c l e s , the loading 
of men and v e h i c l e s and equipaent on various boats, a l l the matters 
i n c i d e n t a l t h e r e t o . Although none of us Imew where wo were {rolng, i t was 
obvious t h a t a cc^ibined operation of great m.agnitude was i n the o f f i n g , 
t h a t the B r i t i s h and Americans had never before cooperated i n such an 
undertaking and t h a t Ccxabat Cemraand "B" was a t a c t i c a l and not an adminis­
t r a t i v e u n i t . A l l t h i s r e s u l t e d i n c o n f l i c t i n g and confusing orders. 
To make matters v/orse, a l a s t m5.nute payday was imposed upon us on Oct. 
9th w i t h the i n e v i t a b l e a f t e m a t h . 

On October 10th, L t . S h i t s i t nnd the 3rd P i t , less i t s d r i v e r s , and 3 men 
A.W.O.L. l e f t Hankelow f o r the il.n.S. "r^isoa" a t We^ess Bay, Scotland, 
On the 13th the remainder of the ccrapany, i n c l u d i n g the 3 men f o r m e r l y 
A,Vi,0,L., but less the d r i v e r s of the t h i r d p i t , entrained a t Imntwlch 
f o r L i v e r p o o l where they embarted the f o l l o w i n g day on the K.-.',S, "Derby­
s h i r e , " A f t e r t a k i n g t h e i r v e h i c l e a t o f l a t cars bound f o r VVeyiaeasBay, 
the d r i v e r s of the 3rd P i t , wore erroneously d i r e c t e d t o the "Derbyshire" 
instead cf t o the "I'lsca." T l i e j a i d net r e j o i n t h o i r p latoon u n t i l i t 
had been ccomittod t o combat. The voyage on the "Mlsea" was a rough one 
but otherv-/ise u n e v e n t f u l , 

"B" Company w i t h about 2000 othnr t r o o p s , B r i t i s h and American, r e ­
mained aboard the "Derbyshire" f o r 25 ds-js* Of t h a t time several days 
were spent a t L i v e r p o o l harbor, more days o f f Kent, A l l e n S t a t i o n , 
Scotland, whei^e a h a l f - h e a r t e d p r a c t i c e lancllnR i n \7hich our company d i d 
not take p i r t was attempted, and more days o f f Clyde where our convoy 
was f i n a l l y assembled, 

"The "Derbyshire" was a medium sised l u x u r y l i n e r \7ell converted f o r 
t r o o p - c a r y i n g purposes. O f f i c e r s had state-rooms on B dock; sergeants 
of the f i r s t three grades on C deck. Captain Ellman succeeded i n b i l l e t i n g 
our m.en together i n number 2 hold of E deck. Here the m.en would eat by 
day and play games and music and s l i n g t h e i r hammocks by n i g h t . Each 
mornin- we woxild r̂ o t o our boat s t a t i o n s , vrhllc Colonel -'cGuinoss, also 
laiown as "My Goodness, i'^cCmincss," and other brass hats inspected q u a r t e r s . 
On many occaoions while tho ship was at anchor wo were required, t o enrr.age 
i n "shore landing d r i l l , " This Involved c l i m b i n g th© ship's lafideps 
t o and from the water l i n e w hile c a r r y i n g f u l l f i e l d equipment - a f e a t 
which a l l but L t , Smith could do w i t h the greatest of east, Oalisthonics 
f o r the company were held f o r one-half hour each day, f o r t h i s L t , Cl-^rke 
received the bla^io. 



Our ship put t o sea from Clyde Harbor w i t h about 60 other vessels on 
Oct, 26, Por" s e v e r a l days the going was rough - e s p e c i a l l y f o r number 2 
hold I n tho bow of the s h i p . But on tho f o u r t h day everyone was f e e l i n g 
b e t t o r on a calmer sea, ''."hlle the ship was anchored o f f Clyde, "B" Company 
had succeeded i n having sent t o i t fron- shore a v i o l i n , g u i t a r , am 
u k e l e l o , K i t h these our caiipany f u r n i s h e d entertainment t o i t s e l f and 
others throu~hout the voyage. 

I t was not u n t i l the 2nd of Hovember t h a t wo knew where we were r-oing, 
V/e then learned t h a t canbat command "3" had the mission of takinn; and 
holdinn; T a f a r o u i , La Senia and Oggaz a i r p o r t s and of proceedinrt against 
Oran from the south. F i e l d Order No, 1 disclosed t h a t our 3rd P i t , would 
accompany "A" and "B" CoEtpanies, I s t Bn, 1st Armored Regiment i n a f l y i n g 
column a::7;ainst T a f a r o u i and t h a t tho romaLnder of our company v/ould 
proceed against Oggaz unassisted, \'le were issued great numbers of maps 
and a i r photos, a new S,0,I,, various a d m i n i s t r a t i v e orders and other 
documents. During the r e s t few days we were b u s i l y engaged i n preparing 
ourselves f o r the operation ahead. 

During t h i s tLme the morale of the m.en was extremely hi=rh. Day by 
day they would perform annoying p o l i c e d u t i e s and receive i n s t r u c t i o n 
w i l l i n g l y . I n the evenings, w h i l e the chip was completely blaclred out 
i n dangerous waters, they v?ould gather around the g u i t a r and v i o l e n and 
l i s t e n t o e x c e l l e n t m.usical t a l e n t or sing son.3S by the hour. The -'high 
spot" of the t r i p came on the evening of Novem^ber 6th when L t , Sr.ith 
condiictod a s u r p r i s e broadcast over the GC3 net work under the auspices 
of Hell-U-'/a-v/atch Caapany, a v i o l a n , accordian and g u i t a r were fe a t u r e d 
on the nrogram f o r which L t . Smith f u r n i s h e d the c o n t i n u i t y . Among 
other l i n e s t h e men, who had e a t e n l i t t l e but m.utton on the e n t i r e t i ' i p 
V7ere given the news f l a s h t h a t t h e prices of mutton i n the ITnitcd States 
were soaring, the reason bsing t h a t large shipments of mutton v/oro being 
m.ade t o North A f r i c a , f o r which a l c o h o l i c beverages of the l a t t e r place 
??ere being shipped t o the States, 

We passed G l b r a l t o r at about 2100 hours on the 7 t h , Tho Rock p a r t i a l l y 
blacked out, was an onlraous s i g h t . I n Spain and Spanish f-Jorocco the 
darkness was broken b y l i g h t e d towns, the f i r s t we had seen since l e a v i n g 
American more than f i v e mionths o a r l i c r . Before dawn ne;ct morning the 
darlcness was again broken; t h i s time b " giin flashes o f f Oran, Our s h i p 
dropped anchor o f f 3 t . L i u at about ^900 hours on tho 8th-of November» 
At t h a t time v/e v/ere ready f o r c a i i b a t , 

L t , W h i t s i t and the 3rd P i t , led o f f f o r the company. They debarked 
w i t h t h e i r v e h i c l e s from the "Misoa" at 0500 hours on the 9th," At about 
0345 hours they set f o r t h i n a f l y i n g column commanded by L t , Col, Waters 
bound i n i t i a l l y f o r T a f a r o u i A i r p o r t , One company of the 6th Ainored 
I n f a n t r y and 2 tank companies of the 1st 3n, 1st A,H, v;ero included i n 
tho colijfftin. Since the 503rd Parachute Bn, had been unable t o I'-jnd a t 
the alrpo-j't at 0100 hours as planned^ tha column was met by l o c a l r e s i s t a n c e , 
!Iho a i r p o r t was taken wl'thout undue resistance and a t 1400 hours para­
troops and f i g h t e r pianos wore ordered i n . But before these elements 
a r r i v e d , the col\min was attacked hj French f i g h t e r and bomber pianos, 
,A 500 l b , bonb coraplotely dfeolishecl one h a l f - t r a c k and i n f l i c t e d our 
f i r s t wounds on Ggts, Rog, Dant and IIor'nsbT, S h o r t l y before sundown an 
enemy 7 gun mixed b a t t e r y which had been s h e l l i n g the f i e l d fnom the 
northeast, was n e u t r a l i s e d by long range f i r e of' the 3rd P i t , and t h e r e ­
a f t e r s i l e n c e d , Tho day had been h i g h l y s u ccessful. An important a i r ­
port had boon taken along w i t h numerous prisoners and our own a i r c r a f t . 



v/hlch played an important r o l e i n f u t u r e operations, had landed. 
The remainder of the company debarked from, the "Derbyshire" i n 

L.C.P.'s at about 1000 hours on the 8 t h . For the next fe¥«* or 2 days our 
vehicles landed, one at a tlm.e, from, motor landing c r a f t . 3y noon of 
the 9th the vehicles of the 2nd P i t . were comtpletoly assembled. But i t 
was not u n t i l the evening of the 10th t h a t those of the 1st P i t . v;ere 
beached and ready t o go i n t o a c t i o n . The process of landing v e h i c l e s 
seemed unnecessarily slo\?. On the evening of the Sth the d r i v e r s and the 
3 men of the 3rd P i t , -who had been A,-\0,L, awere sent t o S t , l e u t o 
r e j o i n t h e i r platoon at T a f a r o u i , 

The t h i r d P i t , saw m.orc a c t i o n on t h o 9 t h , Tl\e a i r p o r t was again 
bombed and s h e l l e d by a r t i l l e r y which had moved up during the n i g h t . 
A f t e r our S p i t f i r e s had d e a l t s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h these, the platoon m.oved 
south w i t h a company of l i g h t tanks against an enemy tank c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
Y/hich had been reported i n tho v i c i n i t y of S t , Barbe du Tis l a t . I n the 
afternoon at St. Lucien t h i s force d e a l t s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h 14 enemy 
tanks w i t h o u t loss t o them.selves, TSio of these tanks were destroyed 
by the guns of the 3rd P i t , a t ranges i n excess of 2000 yards. A f t e r 
t h i s engagement the small f o r c e withdrew t o T a f a r o u i f o r the n i g h t 

At about 1100 hours on tho 9th L t , Col, Brusk was placed i n camrand 
of a colunm which was t o proceed from St, Leu against the armored t h r e a t 
at St. Barbe du T l o l a t , 'The 2nd Platoon was t o accompany t h i s colijarin, 
composed of two modium and f i v e l i g h t tanks, reprosenting a l l the f i g h t i n g 
s t r e n g t h a t the tlxno a v a i l a b l e . Since L t , Edson was busy unloading vehicles 
and could not be reached, L t , Clark© acted as platoon corrsaandor. The 
column moved out at about 1300 hours and proceeded at groat speed t o St, 
Barbe du T l o l a t , During t h i s movranent* the platoon a ctod as advance 
guard - a r a t h e r questionable use of a tank destroyer platoon v/hen pro­
ceeding i n a f l y i n g coliamn w i t h l i g h t and m.ed5.um tanks, v/hile preparatioons 
were being made t o proceed t o St. Lucier, the column v̂ as ordered back 
through St. Leu, A h o s t i l e t h r e a t had developed t o the east. As the 
column passed through St, Leu, L t , F.dson took over h i s p l a t o o n , Tho 
column went on t o La LJacta, JBa-we»«a-ftSrrpere-ttMi<fi-§r» r u t soon returned 
i n order t o t a k e p a r t tho f o l l o w i n g day i n the d r i v e against La Senia 
a i r p o r t and Oran, Colonel Brusk*s column, leas a s e c t i o n of the 2nd 
p l a t o o n , which had bean l e f t at I;a*'ecta f o r s o c u r i t y , moved South beyond 
St, Barbe d\i T l o l a t under cover of darlmoss. 

Both the 2nd and 3rd platoons performed outstanding service on the 
10th, They moved against La Senia from tho south I n the face of heavy 
s n i p i n g and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . An ensasy s h e l l s t r u c k a s e l f - p r o p e l l e d of 
the 3rd platoon, s o t t i n g i t on f i r e and completely destroying i t , 
Sgt, Robinson, Shclton, Dunham, Whipple and Landry wore a l l i e d , Stearns, 
the d r i v e r , was vroianded but fought o u t s t a n d i n g l y f or the r e s t of the day, 
Tae Srd Platoon and the remaindor of Colonel Wators colimm by-passed the 
town of 1,3. Senia and wore among the f i r s t to enter Oran - Colonel Drusk 
ordered the 2nd p l a t o o n , loss the s e c t i o n a t La Moota, t o proceed i n t o 
and beyond the town of La Senia, "Hwn the opposit ion proved heavier than 
expected the platoon oxcopt f o r the ccptaaand h a l f - t r a c k was cal led back 
and went w i t h the r o o t of tho column around La Senia i n t o Oran, 

Since Colonel Brusk was unable t o commurJLcat© by r a d i o w i t h the 2nd 



P i t . ' 8 oottanand h a l f - t r a c k , i t proceeded alone i n t o LaSenia. I t s crew 
was composed of L t . Edson, Corp. James D. P o t r i e , PFC J, C. Gardner and 
Pvts V/ilbur H, W i l l i s and J e r r y WeinbergpatankerH who had escaped from a 
burning tank and an i n t e r p r e t e r were included. The vehicle proceeded 
against heavy s n i p i n g and a r t i l l e r y f i r e through La Senia t o a p o i n t S 
m.iles boyond. Here the h a l f - t r a c k , which, had been damaged at a road 
block couth of La Senia broke down. An enemy t r u c k column had h a l t e d 
along tho road and the occupants were f i r i n g at our v e h i c l e frcm a l l 
d l r e c t i n g s . A f t e r a f i g h t of several r^inutos, e i g h t of the enemy sur­
rendered. W i t h i n a short time tho cre'w of the disables h a l f - t r a c k had 
t a t e n more than 50 p r i s o n e r s . L t , Edson, assisted by the i n t e r p r e t e r , 
araanged t h a t 4 enemy t r u c k s would tov/ the h a l f - t r a c k and c a r r y tho 
prisoners back t o La Senia, Here L t , Edson and h i s crew w i t h o u t other 
assistance, made arrangements whereby some 300 French a i r and i n f a n t r y 
personnel surrendered t o Col, Robinette v;hen he l a t e r a r r i v e d . 

With the f a l l of Oran the campaign i n A l g e r i a ended. Although the 
Prench had fought w i t h g r e a t e r d e t e r a i n a t i o n than wo had expected, the 
people everywhere seemed glad t o see us. The campaign showed t h a t combat 
command "B" was an e x c e l l e n t t a c h t i c a l u n i t . General O l i v e r , by walld-ng 
unconcerned through heavy a r t i l l e r y f i r e soxith of La Senia had won the 
admiration of the men of "B" Caapany of the 701st T. B, B a t t a l i o n and -
"B" Com,pany e s t a b l i s h e d f o r i t s e l f an e x c e l l e n t r e p u t a t i o n , Bolonel 
Waters secured a captaincy f o r L t , Whits i t , L t , Edson was awarded t h o 
S i l v e r Star f o r " g a l l a n t r y i n a c t i o n , " t h a t i s f o r outyorking York, 

On ?Jovember 13th, our cocjpany was assem.bled i n a desolate spot below 
Taf a r o u i a i r p o r t . On tho 16th we were sent together w i t h "C" Company t o 
take p a r t i n the conipaign i n T u n i s i a , The f i r s t n i g h t was spent a few 
miles west of Or leans v i l l e , We bevouaced on the n i g h t r. of flovember 17th 
and 18th a t L ' a r d a , south of A l g i e r s , and on the n i g h t s of November 19th 
and 20th near S e t i f and Constantino, r e s p e c t i v e l y . On the 21st our 1st 
P i t , proceeded alone t o Tobessa, "C" Company and the remainder of "B" 
Company proceeding on t o Souk-Aras, Here new orders sent "C" Company 
i n the d i r e c t i o n of Tunis and us south t o Tebsssa, 

The t r i p from T a f a r o u i t o Souk-Aras was marked v / i t h rugged mountains 
and curved roads. We were forced t o leave Henry Kirscher, one cf o\xr best 
motorcyclictj:! I n a h o s p i t a l at A l g l e r n , Ho had been i n j u r e d on t h e n i g h t 
of Rovombcr 17th when h i s motorcycle i n a blackout brashed I n t o a r a i l ­
road crossing bar. Our supply t r u c k f a i l e d t o f o l l o w the column a t 
Souk-Aras and was l o s t t o the coripany i n days t o come. I t v^as loaded 
w i t h E i m m u n l t i o n , bari'acks baga, and. other pGrsonncl equipment of m.en 
and o f f i c e r s . 

The company reached Tebcssa at about 2300 hours on the 2 I s t , There 
we aoarned that; the I s t P i t , had proceeded o n t o Feriana, t h a t L t , Col. 
Raff, i n command of the T-ujiislan Task Force, expected t r o u b l e from the 
southeast, and t h a t v?e must, t h a t n i g h t , r e j o i n the 1st P i t , A f t e r one 
hour of nieep at i'oriana our corsnanj, at 0500 hours cn. the S2nd, once 
again resumed i t s march, IS'e were t o att;r.ck a t dawn the town of Gafca, 
By good lu c k we missed the mines which the enemy had l a i d at a road 
block and along the road n o r t h of the. to^m. Except f o r s n i p i n g , Bafsa 
was occupied w i t h o u t r e s i s t a n c e . 

Our company had t r a v e l e d wore than 1000 miles i n seven davs, one of 
which was spent i n bivouac south of Alger, Uon were t i r e d and v c b i c l o s 
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noGded a t t e n t i o n . But i n the afternoon on the 22nd v̂ e attacked once again, 
t h i s time against an enemy tank colisnn moving afealnst Gafsa from the east. 
At about 1600 hours the ccxnpany deployed at E l C-uettar, the Roconnaissanoe 
and 2nd P i t . to the f r o n t the 1st and 3rd P i t s , t o cover a s t r i p of woods 
to the r i g h t . The enem̂ y had not taken up p o s i t i o n s i n th© v/oods as we had 
expected, but wore met suddently by o\ir reconnaissance. Po-ar enemy tanks 
v/ere destroyed by the guns of tho 2nd P i t . before darlaiess ended tho 
b a t t l e . Although we l o s t the loading pepp (or jeep) of the reconnaissance, 
no one was i n j u r e d . Of tho enemy tankjs h i t by our guns, one was destroyed 
by a round of armor p i e r c i n g aimnunition at a range l a t e r measured at 3500 
yards. I h a t n i g h t the company, less the 1st P i t . , moved back t o Feriana. 

A f t e r a few hours of r e s t we proceeded at dawn on the 23rd against an 
enemy tank c o n c e n t r a t i o n which had been reported a t Kassorine. Kot f i n d i r ^ 
the enem.y the r e , v;e moved on to S b e i t l a , Our order of march was recon­
naissance and 2nd P i t , f o l l o w e d by Headquarters and 3rd P i t s , We m,et the 
enemy, again suddently, j u s t before reaching S b e i t l a , A hot f i g h t f o l l o w e d 
i n which cur 2nd P i t . played the leading p a r t , "'e knocked out of a c t i o n 
e i g h t enem.y tanks and took 70 I t a l i a n prisoners and considerable equipment. 
The 7 5 - ^ , s e l f - p r o p e l l e d i n which L t , Edson was a c t i n g as gtinner, " 
accciinted f o r 3 enemy tank s , a f t e r i t had been disabled by 47-rnm, f l r e ^ 
Corp, Benvenuti, s e v c r l y wounded by a m.ortar fragm.ent, was our only 
causualty (he l a t e r died of these vfcunds). A f t e r tho tomi had been 
cleared of the enemy, we withdrew t o I'ixsserine. 

By the 24th French A r t i c l l e r y and i n f a n t r y had moved t o S b e i t l a , 
Accordingly we were released t o r e t u r n t c Feriana t o remain there as 
mobile reserve* During the next few days we enjoyed hotcakes produced 
by our kitchen crew and a long delayed r e s t , L t , Col, Haff, because of 
h i s outstanding work i n destroying enemy tanks (he was not present f o r 
our most' successful engagement I n Sbei-Ela) wac awarded the Logior of 
Honor by the Frency and made a f u l l Colonel by A l l i e d Force Headquarters, 
Captain Ellmann and our e n t i r e ccmpany were awarded the Croix de Guerre 
w i t h Palm, 2nd L t , Edson was m.ade a 1st L t , Althought wo had been 
attached t o Col, Haff and a few of h i s paratroopers, we had done a l l o f 
the f i g h t i n g i n the recent engagements and had wona the v i c t o r i e s . 
Ours was a pr o\id ccrapEuiy, 

</ur otay a t Pcrlana v:aG interru-oted by r e p o r t s of an enemy c oncon-
t r a t i o n beyond S b e i t l a at S l d i Bou Zia.and Paid, On November 2gth the 
1st P i t . was r e c a l l e d from Gafsa, where i t had been r e t a i n e d r.ince our 
f i g h t at E l Ouettar, On t h a t and the f o l l o w i n g n i g h t L t * I.;cKnight ana 
i t s 37-mm, guns were sent w i t h a small f o r c e i n c l u d i n g a few French and 
American i n f a n t r y men t o rv^connoiter the onomy p o s i t i o n s and t o take 
p r i s o n e r s , Tiic mission could not be accor^pllshed on e i t h e r cc casion. 
The roads wei'e l i t t l e more than paths and c ould not be f o l l o w e d i n black-
ci:t8, Furthemore, none of us ••rnev; where the oncmiy was lo c a t e d . Although 
the Colonel was i r r i t a t e d a t the f a i l u r e of these attempts, he should 
not have rj.sed our guns, w:̂ cse e f f e c t i v e use deoenda on the a b i l i t y t o 
see the t a r g e t , f o r any such purpose. 

At 2200 hours, December l 3 t , as p a r t of a French and American Force 
i n c l u d i n g a heavy weapons company and a machine gun cominny of the 26th 
i n f a n t r y and a company of French I n f a n t r y l e f t .Pcrlana, Tho mission was 
t o take the pass a t Paid. The plan was to proceed from the went, rto 
around tho pans t o the south and to a t t a c k from the southeast. Colonel 
rfaff announced t h a t our fo r c e was more than s u f f i c i e n t f o r the nruooso 



a t hand but t b j i t tho occasion would serve as a p r a c t i c e maneuver f o r 
l a r g e r engagements t o come* 

At 0720 hours our a i r c r a f t (PSS's) s t r a f e d the country around the 
enemy p o s i t i o n . Tlio 2nd and Srd P i t s , led the a t t a c k accompanied by 
about 50 French r i f l e m a n . The American i n f a n t r y had mistakenly m-oved 
i n t o the h i l l s 2 miles v/est of the pass tmd were not present ?7hen the 
a t t a c k was launched. The reconnaissance and 1st P i t s , deployed t o guard 
the approaches t o the pass on the east. 

Our heavy guns d e l t s u c c e s s f u l l y v;ith one a n t i - t a n k gun and t'wo 
a r t i c l l e r y pieces and moved on i n t o the pass, l l i e y were taken suddenly 
by heavy miachino gun fir^e frcsr. h i g h ground on both f l a n k s , Tho enemy 
was v ; e l l dug i n and i t was impossible t o locate t h e i r gun p o s i t i o n s . 
A f t e r £p;t, Foster and Klopp had been k i l l e d and L t , Edson, Sgt, P a r t r i c k , 
Cpl. M i i o , T/5Turi, P o n t i l l o and Howard wounded - a l l of the~"^2nd p i t , -
our platoons withdrew from the pass. We had gought f o r only a short 
time and except f o r the 3 guns h e r e t o f o r e mentioned had I n f l i c t e d l i t t l e 
damage on tho enemy. The t a s k was one f o r Infantr:^, i t was one which 
we should not have been c a l l e d upon t o perform, r./gr?/' ffM^ju^^iU uoufiff^ i^i^'-~<-

The roconnaissanoe and 1st P i t s , had been busy dodging and t r y i n g t o 
l o c a t e machine gun and m.ortar f i r e on tho f l a t ground east of the pass, 
A.t 1020 hours f o u r P-38's fle w over t h e i r p o s i t i o n . As the second of 
these passed one of tho f i r s t p l atoon h a l f t r a c k , the plane fix-ed a burst 
w i t h i t s m.achine guns k i l l i n g T/5 Cole, Bryand and Youjigmon and sevorly 
T;ounding Cpl. Logan and T/5 Levinc. This case of m.lstaken i d e n t i t y 
was inexcuseablc and h i g h l y demoralising t o uo. The explanation was 
t h a t our v e h i c l e s were too f a r c u t , t h a t i s , outside tho bomb l i n e , 
/is a matter of f a c t , our vehicles had been drawlnf^ enemy a r t i c l l e r y f i r e 
free, the v i c i n i t y of the pass, had they boon anycloser i n the pass they 
could not have performed t h o i r assigned m i s s i o n . 

The French I n f a n t r y and ours attacked the pass a l l day w i t h riachino 
gun, r i f l e and racrtar f i r e . But a t about 1700 hours when L t . Clark took 
the ammunition h a l f - t r a c k of the 2nd P i t , close t o the pass i n order t o 
recover the two dead who l a y t h e r e , the v e h i c l e was met by heavy machine 
gun f i r e . The pass was s t i l l s t r o n g l y defended, 

S h o r t l y before dark Col n a f f ordered our compgny t o bivouac close t o 
the pass. Accordingly, the 1st and Kecond, Plt.'5, were c a l l e d i n and 
preparations made t o spend the n i g h t I n a small cactus patch. This was 
the only place v?here even imperfect CEinouflage co-aid be e f f e c t e d . But 
kftj?%© a f t e r the platoons had been assemibled ene the Colonel decided t h a t 
the 1st P i t . should take up p o s i t i o n s i n order t o prevent the enemgr frcsji 
escaping t o the east. The platoon moved out i n d a r k . I t was met at 
about 2100 hours by 50 mm. a n t i - t a n k , m.ortar and small arms f i r e frorr the 
enemy who had moved down from the mountains a f t e r dark. The platoon 
i'oxight a l l n i g h t out of ccsnmunlcaticr. w i t h the r e s t of the company, d 
T/5 Hawley and Davids on v?ere k i l l e d and T/5 De Luc a wounded, F r a s i e r 
was l a s t seen s e v e r l y wounded, but he could not be refound the f o l l o w i n g 
day. I t i s believed" t h a t our email ams f i r e i n f l i c t e d nmfePDUs 
ca s u a l t i e s on the enemy. 

At^^dawn on Decenber 3rd the 3rd P i t , moved t o the assistance of the 
1st. Upon l e a r n i n g t h a t an enemy tsmk and t r u c k column was aunro^chin^* 
- r o i - tno cast the 2nd P i t . also moved out. The enemy of tlio n i g h t before 



had withdrawn but two trucks wore deatroyod beTore the tank and t r u c k 
column turnod back. 

At about 0900 ho\ira seven enemy planes, .nSB's, attacked our bivouac 
p o s i t i o n w i t h ll , s h t bombs and ao-r^m, f i r o . I n t h i s a t t a c k T/4 Patterson, 
Cpl, P e t r i e and PPC'S Goodwin and Caspors were k i l l e d , T/5 Vjren, T/5 
P a t r i c k , ??C TJpchurch and Baker were wounded. I t was made very c l e a r t o 
us t h a t our small arms could not e f f e c t i \ ' e l y be f i r e d against JBSB^s from 
a v e h i c l e or other exposed p o s i t i o n . S t r a f i n g was extrejiiely dangerous 
and dead^. I n a d d i t i o n t o oxir personnel c a s u a l t i e s , two h a l f - t r a c l c s and 
one 3/4 t o n t r u c k were badly dam.aged. At 1300 hours our com.pany moved 
t o an assembly p o i n t nearby, and at dusk t o hevouac at S i d i Bou Z i d , 
At about t h i s time sane 120 Germans surrendered a t the pass. For t h i s 
r e s i x l t e f f e c t i v e a r t i l l e r y f i r e by the i-rcnch was l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e . 

By n i r r h t f a l l of December 3rd our company had bur i e d i n a cem^otary 
at S i d i Bou Z i d , T/4 Patterson, Cpl, P e t r i s , T/5 Hawley, T/5 Cole, PFC 
Goodwin and Pvts, Bryant, Youngman and Davidson, PFC Caspors died on t h i s 
day a t the h o p s l t a l at Tobessa and was buried there. The bodies of Sgt, 
Foster and Pvt, Klopp had not yet been recovered. 

The 4 t h was marked by one more vehicxjlor c a s u a l t y , I r the morning 
Lb, Clarke w i t h Pvts. Qarga, Wetzel and Decker Isft S l d i Bou Sid i n a 
1/2 t o n i n t e n d i n g t o p i c k up a t the pass osir t-.̂ o dead remaining unburisd. 
Before reaching Faid the v e h i c l e was attacked along the open road by f o u r 
enemy a i r c r a f t . The personnel s c a t t e r e d from the v e h i c l e and lay f l a t 
on the ground. They and the v e h i c l e were s t r a f e d f o u r times. Although 
no one was i n j u r e d , the v e h i c l e was a t o t a l l o s s . I n the afternoon the 
reconnaissance ojid Srd Pit:;, took up s e c ^ i r i t y p o s i t i o n s arcund Lessouda; 
tho ronalnder cf the company perfected i t s p o s i t i o n a t S l d i Bou S i d , 
Our company reraaindcd a t t h i s place f o r the next 6 days d i v i d e d between 
S l d i Bou Z i d and Lessouda, During t h i s time the p o s i t i o n a t S i d i Bou 
Zid was s t r a f e d and bombed d a i l y by enemy a i r c r a f t . Our own a i r c r a f t 
based at Youl<s-Les-Bains was too f a r t o the r e a r t o a f f o r d us adequate 
p r o t e c t i o n , T'on stayed close t o t h e i r foxholes by day and moved ve h i c l e s 
and supplies only by n i g h t . Sergeant Foster and F.lopp wore buried at 
S i d i Feu Sid on the 5 t h i On December 0 t h , A l l i e d Force Headquarters 
c l a r i f i e d our m i s s i o n . I t was t o p r o t e c t Youks-Lss-Bains and t o o b t a i n 
i n f o r m a t i o n of the onamy I n our s o c t i o n w i t h o u t d i s s i p a t i n g oiir own f o r c e s . 
I t was made c l e a r t h a t we would receive no m a t e r i e l reinforcemnnts, 
Since the French had consolidated the recent gains a t and about Faid, I t 
¥;as i n order t o resume our p & c i t i o n at Ferlananin reserve. A l l but tho 
l o t P i t . made the march back t o Feriana on the n i g h t c f December 10 t o 11, 
I t was r a i n i n g hard. The roads were almost Impassable on account of mud. 
Everyone was misera b l y wot and c o l d , Tlie 1st P i t , moved back on tho 
f o l l o w i n g n i g h t . 

The next three weeirs wore spent at Feriana w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t . Because 
the Frsnch had taken over our former bivouac area we es t a u l l s h e d ourselves 
i n a large o l i v e orchard one mil e couth c f the town. Tho cover was 
e x c e l l e n t so t h a t the men and o f f i c e r s could p i t c h tents and keep reaaon-
£bl7 ary, With our om a i r c r a f t ncm based at Thelepto c i r c l i n g overhead 
e i c h man waa novertholeos c o r o f u l to have at lea s t on© ro::holo""or s l i t 
t roneh a v a i l a b l e a t a l l times. Enemy a i r c r a f t d i d not molest us, but 
pacscd over our pssStfion f r e q u e n t l y when bound f o r Thelente or Tebeasa or 
louks-Les-Dains, 
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On December 15th, 2 P i t s , of "L" Company, Srd B a t t a l i o n , 26th 
I n f a n t r y conducted a n i g h t r a i d on the I t a l i f u i f o r c e at llachnassy. They 
brought'back t o Feriana 21 prisoners and must have I n f l i c t e d some 50 
c a s u a l t i e s by the e f f e c t i v e use of grenades. Trie 4 truclcs c a r r y i n g these 
p i t s , stopped about 5 m i l e s f r o n the o b j e c t i v e , so t h a t a q u i e t approach 
and complete sur'prlse were e f f e c t e d . 

Because the cosnpany had received no n a i l since l e a v i n g England, L t , 
Clarke on Deceriber 18th took o f f by plane f o r A l g i e r s w i t h the sole mission 
of o b t a i n i n g m a i l , "B" Ccxnpany'S m a l l had l e f t A l g i e r s the n i g h t before 
bound f o r the n o r t h e r n f r o n t , exact d e s t i n a t i o n unkno^Ti, L t , Clarke 
f l o w from Alger t o Telergnia, Bone and Souk E l Arora and went by t r u c k t o 
Guelma and Souk Ahras i n a f u t i l e e f f o r t t o i n t e r c e p t the m.all. He 
r e t u r n e d t o the company on Deeembcr 24th (without m.ail), 

Christmas was q u i e t married c h i e f l y by thoughts of a year ago. On 
Christmas Eve, as on other n i g h t s , we set i n small groups around dying 
embers, sang songs and t o l d s t o r i e s u n t i l d r i v e n t o bed by the c o l d . 
On Christmas day most of us attended a s e r v i c e a t the h o t e l i n town or i n 
our o l i v e orchard. 

On the n i g h t of Decosber 29th, the energy landed two g l i d e r s c a r r y i n g 
16 men and succeeded i n blowing the r a i l r o a d bridge 20 r / i l e s south of 
i g 3 r i a n a . O-or f o r c e was too a a a l l and cur sector too l i i r g e t o prevent such 
oocorroncos. But a t about t h i s time we began t o see shadows of t h i n g s 
t o cane. Goner-alsRobinette, i^ard and Clark (shadows t o ns) v i s i t e d 
Feriana on successive days. Although wo were t o l d nothing i t was obvious 
t h a t someone i n tho d i r v e r ' r ; seat was i n t e r c s c e d i n our long-gorgotten 
t h e a t e r of operations, We hopod f o r a r;peGdy r e t u r n t o the Armored 
Force, 

New Years Day was unevv^ntful but the second of January \iras a l l 
important In t h a t o;ir f i r s t m.ail i n c l u d i n g m a i l t o the r e s t of the 
B a t t a l i o n came i n from Youlvs-les-Bains and Souk Ahras, Por tho f i r s t 
time i n 5 months we hoard f r o i i the outside world and more p a r t i c u l a r l y 
from home. Many of us spent hourr: reading our own l e t t e r s and more 
hours reading the l e t t e r s of o t h c r c . F i l i t a r y duties -were f o r a short 
time of minor importance. 

On the morning of January 3rd, '7c were a l e r t e d . The Germans had 
launched an a t t a c k t h a t day v/lth tanka and dive bombers on tho Fronch 
p o s i t i o n s a t Foundouk, l e f t I'^criana at 1330 hours bouxid f o r S b e i t l a , 
Prom the r e wc wore dispatched at 2100 hours t o Had job E l Aloun, Tlie 
n i g h t was dark and d r i v i n g i n blackout meat d i f f i c u l t . FT cm the town 
l a a t named we proceededilO mllos i n the d i r e c t i o n of Foundouk, and on 
the 4 t h p u l l e d i n t o a cactue patch j u s t before dawn, Capt, Ellmann who 
had gone ahead t o r e c c n n o i t c r f o r gun p o s i t i o n s c a l l e d the ccmpany f o r ­
ward t o him- at about 0800 hours. There was l i t t l e cover t o be found w i t h 
the r e s u l t t h a t our vehicles and guns i n p o s i t i o n close t o the enemy 3 
mllec beyond tho cactus patch, 'wore valnorable t o a i r a t t a c k . A f t e r a 
couple of houi's I n which the enemy f a i l e d t o continuo i t s a t t a c k of the 
day before, Colonel I.iasoye:' t o whose i o r c e s v;e were now attached consented 
t h a t a l l but one platoon withdrew t o the cactus patch. 

The 3rd P i t , remained f o r S days i n i t s exposed p o a i t i o a . I t was 
protected by our P40'c wlilch came over loss f r e q u e n t l y as days pasi?cd, and 
by a c a l , ,50 a n t i - a i r c r a f t p l a t o o n v/nich Col, Raff had attached t o our 
cojripany on the f i f t h . A f t e r a platoon of the SClat T.D.Bn, had moved 



out of a clump of o l i v e trees two miles to the n o r t h , our 3rd P i t . 
and attached a n t i - a i r c r a f t moved i n . 

On the afternoon of Jan, 4th, Pvt. T u r i of the 2nd P i t , was a c c i d e n t a l l y 
shot and k i l l e d , Sgt, Paterno and Cpl, Rogers had bro\,ight t o L t . Edson 
i n tho cactixs patch'^an Arab who had been a c t i n g s u s p i c i o u s l y , S h i l e 
questioning the Arab he made a break f o r i t , Cpl, Rogers f i r e d twice 
i n t o the ground w i t h h i s Prench p i s t o l , hoping t h a t the Arab would be 
f r i g h t e n e d and would stop running. Sgt. Patlerno jumped t o one aide and 
before L t . Edson could sto;- him f i r e d twice througli the cactus i n the 
d i r e c t i o n i n v/hlch the Arab was running. T u r i was found shot through 
the h e a r t . He was b u r i e d the f o l l o w i n g day i n our com.pany p l o t a t S i d i 
Bou Z i d . 

During the eleven days at the cactus patch the 2nd P i t . was c a l l e d 
out by the Fronch on s i x occasions t o occupy a forward p o s i t i o n some 
si x m i les t o the east. The expected enemy tank a t t a c k never developed 
from t h i s d i r e c t i o n , but the platoon was c a l l e d upon t o perform a new 
f u n c t i o n - t o l a y down a r t i l l e r y f i r e on enemy p o s i t i o n s on h i l l No, 354 
covering the advance of the French i n f a n t r y . 

During these days enemy a i r c r a f t , e s p e c i a l l y f i g h t e r s , w o r e extremely 
a c t i v e . On one occasion we watched tv/o Boston bombers and two P 40*3 
shot down. On another occasion we saw the same f a t e b e f a l l f o u r P SB's 
and tvTo 109's. The Focke-'^'olfes 190's and thjQ L'E 109's were very f a s t 
and succeeded i n a t t a c k i n g our planes from above. During our l a s t few 
days at the cactus patch German pianos flow f r e n u e n t l y over our p o s i t i o n s 
t r y i n g t o locate our v e h i c l e s and s t r a f i n g whatever they could see. 
Our catTiouflage was good: only two peeps were s l i g h t l y damaged, Lvoryone 
took a personal i n t e r e s t i n h i s foxhole or s l i t t r e n c h . Those grew 
deeper a f t e r every s t - a f i n g , and sometimes contained ingenious innova­
t i o n s such as nagazine racks, or hollowed out spaces f o r a cup of tea 
or a b o t t l e of l i q a o r or other p r i z e d possessions, 

kt about 2200 hours, January 14tb, we were r e l i e v e d of our mission i n 
support of the French by a company of the SOlst TD B a t t a l i o n , V/e r e t u r n e d 
t h a t n i g h t t o S b e i t l a and spent the f o l l o w i n g day beneath or r a t h e r along­
side small and widely s c a t t e r e d o l i v e crees. Troops of the 1st Armored 
D i v i s i o n were dispersed throughout the area, but we were not yet t o 
r e j o i n them. 

A f t e r watching an a i r b a t t l e i n ?hich ? 40's shot; down on e n t i r e 
f l i g h t cf e i g h t Jtl SS's we l o f t S b e i t l a at dark bound f o r our former 
bivo\iac at F e r i a i i a , Here we were sent on by Col, Raff (we were once 
again under h i s command) t o Gafsa, The m.arch was u n e v e n t f u l except f o r 
the i n j u r y of a m o t o r c y c l l s i ; . Pvt. r,raenlng and the t u r n i n g over and loss 
to t h e company of one of tho h a l f - t r a c j < s of our reconnaissance platoon. 
Since no preparations of any s o r t had been made t o r e c e i v e us, i t was 
d a y l i g h t before we found our v;ay i n t o an i d e a l bivouac. 

Although i t was tho m.ission of our task f o r c e t o secure the defense 
of Gafsa, Gol Raff never produced a plan t o t h i s end, beyond ordering 
a l l the defending forces tuward, the center of town. I t was not u n t i l a 
week a f t e r our a r r i v a l when Fronch Colonsl M o l i i o r took over from Raff, 
t h a t a w e l l considered plan, making f u l l use of a l l a v a i l a b l e French and 
A-jerican forces was evolved. Under t h i s plan we were r e c o n n o i t e r i n g 
each day routes to be used t o meet an enemy a t t a c k from anv d i r e c t i o n . 



Plans f o r the defense of Gafsa became of less r e l a t i v e importance as 
our armored forces began moving t o Feriana i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a push from 
Gafsa t o Macloaassy and the sea. We were included i n several of these plari? 
but always a t the l a s t mi,inute f o r reasons umcnown t o us, the large scale 
o f f e n s i v e was cancelled. On January 25th, an armored column s u c c e s s f u l l y 
d e a l t w i t h tho enemy u n i t s at Sened and Sened S t a t i o n s , Ko serious r e ­
sistance was met and only 3 c a s u a l t i e s were s u f f e r e d . But we f a i l e d t o 
c a p i t a l i z e t h i s gain and allowed the enemy t o retake the captured t e r r i t o r y , 
A week l a t e r another aimiored column attacked Sened and Sened s t a t i o n . 
This time the enemy had moved i n i n f o r c e ; although our a t t a c k was f i n a l l y 
s uccessful v;e s u f f e r e d miore than 300 c a s u a l t i e s . Once again v/e w i t h ­
drew our forces perm i t t i n g the enemy t o reoocupy t h e towns. We could not 
help wondering v/hether the o f f i c e r s direct;tng the American e f f o r t l-oiew 
v/hat t'ney were doing. To us the most disco\iraging happening cf a l l was 
the recapture by the Germans of Faid pass on January 13th, -^loven or 
twelve of our men had?and a l l of us had s u f f e r e d i n the capture of the 
pass, Vse knew t h a t i t was of great s t r a t e g i c importance and t h a t i t 
could e a s i l y bo made Inpregnable, To the extent t h a t a good s o l d i e r does 
not "ask the reason why" 2e were not good s o l d i e r s . 

During these days at G-afsa we were v i s i t e d f r e q u e n t l y by members of 
our b a t t a l i o n s t a f f , TViey seemed t o be aa>iious and w i l l i n g to give us 
e v e r y t h i n g they p o s s i b l y c ould i n the way of eq^iipmont and other s u p p l i e s . 
Their concern was appreciated. 

On the aft0i-«noon of February 2nd, we v/ere ordered t o proceed t h a t 
n i g h t t o Eadjeb F l Aioun t o forai a p a r t of Combat Command C, Since the 
n i g h t ¥>?as dark and the roads congested we d i d not reach our d e E t l n a t i o n 
x m t i l da\7n. Sgt, Mile's gun was d e l i v e r e d en r o u t e , t o t h e 109th Ord, 
f o r r e p a i r s , A motorcycle and r i d e r . Pvt. FcFhorters, were also l o s t t o 
us. 

I n order t o be i n c l o s e r support of the French, who h e l d the forward 
l i n e south of Pichon, we moved a t 0200 hours, February 5 t h , t o a p o s i t i o n 
close t o Trozsa, Fron h e r e an outpost was e s t a b l i s h e d on the East end 
of the mountain and. peep p a t r o l s proceeded d a i l y t o E l Ala and Pichon, 
Although the cover was e x c e l l e n t , wc v/ere s t i l l too f a r back t o f u r n i s h 
lr:nodiate support t o the French. At dusk on February 7 t h , v-; e moved 5 
miles po the east and took up a p o a l t i o n beneath widely spaced o l i v e 
trees near t h a t occupied by our Srd P i t , a month before. Our d a i l y peep 
p a t r o l s continued and brought each n i g h t t o Badjeb E l Aloun, Headquarters 
of ConPoat Gomiuand C, the l a t e s t i n f o i n a t i o n of the Pichon s e c t i o n , 
L t , Edson r e c e i v e d a t t h i s time the Croix da Guerre w i t h s t a r f o r the 
e f f e c t i v e manner i n w h i c h he and h i s p i t , a aonta e a r l i e r had naken 
under f i r e at close range the enemty p o G i t i o n a on l i l l l 35-1-, 

At about ClOO hours, February 12th, Col, King, and s t a f f , plus Hdqa, 
and Hen, Companice moved i n t o our area. For the f i r s t time since leaving 
I r e l a n d i n September wc were t o r e v e r t t o b a t t a l i o n c o n t r o l . Our mis­
g i v i n g s as t o the new sfcatus were s u b a t a n t i a t a d , f o r on the morning, of 
tebruciry 12th, L t , Smith and h i s reconnaissance platoon, w-ho had been 
w i t h us i n e v e r y t h i n g we had done oince l e a v i n g England, were ordered 
back t o t h o i r own company. Also Sergeant Slrnpson and Sizemore, who had 
given us e x c e l l e n t medical a t t e n t i o n throughout our most d i f f i c u l t . d a y s 
wera ordered back t o Hd^s. Co, Eo wished t o keep w i t h us those who i n 
a c t i o n had proved t h e i r worth and had become a p a r t of us; our roccnais-
sr.nce platoon and medical a i d men resented i n t e r f e r e n c e from outside 
( t o a l l of us the t a t t a l i o n was outside) oven move keenly. Cur movement 



t o get the s t a f f back t o I r e l a n d would have succeeded anywhere but i n t h o 
army. 

On February 14th, we received r e p o r t s t h a t the Germans had launched 
f r o n Faid a powerful tank a t t a c k , t h a t Combat Ccrxmand A was i n d i f f i c u l t y 
and t h a t we v/ould take p a r t i n a counter-attack t o be la-onched the f o l ­
lowing day. As we moved out i n the l a t e afternoon of the 148h, f o u r enemy 
f i g h t e r s ?/hlch had been s t r a f i n g tho main road near the cactus patch 
f o r m e r l y occupied by us passed over. Captain Bohlondcr, S3 f o r the 
b a t t a l i o n , was k i l l e d by t h i s ^ r a f i n g j he was r i d i n g at the time a s h o r t 
distance ahead of our ocnpany i n a jeep mdth the side c u r t a i n s buttoned. 

By n i g h t f a l l we moved i n t o a bivouac about 18 miles oast of S b e i t l a . 
'iVe learned t h a t the Germans occupied S l d i ^ou Zid and LaSsouda and t h a t 
large elements of Combat Cocsnand A were trapped. Our c o u n t e r - a t t a c k i n g 
f o r c e consisted of the 2nd Bn, I s t A.R., 2 b a t t e r i e s of the 68th F.A,, 
the 3rd Bn. 6th Arm'd I n f a n t r y , a platoon of tho B l s t Ren. Ban., and 
the 701st TD Bn, less companies A and C, Our a t t a c k was launched at 
about 1400 hours on the 15th from an assembly p o i n t some 10 miles west of 
S l d i BGU Z i d , Tlae tanks of the Dnd Bn. v;ere proceeded i n the a t t a c k by 
a l i g h t screen of reconna-issance. Tlie Tank Co. of the 13th was kept i n 
reserve. Our 3rd P i t . was t o p r o t e c t the r i g h t f l a n k , the 2nd P i t . t o 
support the center, and be ready t o p r o t e c t the l e f t f l a n k , and the 1st 
P i t , was t o guard the rear and be ready t o move t o e i t h e r f l a n k . The 
a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y moved along v/ith the rear elsmento. 

The enemy had had many houi's v/aming of our approach a.nd had placed 
many "33's" i n p o s i t i o n i n and about S i d i Bou Zid, As our tanks drew 
close, two or three SS's would c onmence f i r i n g , Tlien as our tanks would 
concentrate on these and move i n c l o s e r , having apparently s i l e n c e d them, 
other SB's woiild open up. Tanks i n the cpon were at a great disadvantage. 
A f t e r the b a t t l e had progressed f o r some time enemy tanks moving from 
Paid menaced tho r i g h t f l a n k of our f o r e . A f t e r the ord P i t . had moved 
out t o Fieot t h i s a t t a c k other onemg t ang3, proceeding from Lasi-Quda, 
menaced the l e f t f l a n k . The reserve fccmk company was i n the boat p o s i t i o n 
t o meet t h i s t h r e a t , but i t act out i n mistaken d i r e c t i o n . As cur 2nd and 
ord P i t s , (the l a t t e r h.:.d oeen c a l l e d back from Its mission to t h e r i g h t 
f l a n k ) were attempting t o deal -Jith the l a s t t h r o a t , a t h i r d oner:y t ank 
column closed i n from the south. Our forces Wfre being f i r e d on from 
f o u r d i r e c t i o n s . A l l t h a t ^Tcre not too f a r advanced beat a hasty r e t r e a t 
or r a t h e r r o u t e , our oaapany abandoned one 37-aim. gun and one peep. 
Only 7 oxit of the 54 inedium tankc of tho 2nd bn. escaped from t h i s w e l l 
conceived nnd p e r f e c t l y executed t r a p . 

Our company, loss the I s t P i t , moved i n t o bivouac a s h o r t distance east 
of S b e i t l a , Hero wc were joined by Sgt, F i l o ; two weeks had been r e q u i r e d 
t o replace the c l u t c h i n h i s v e h i c l e . A f t e r a few hours we moved again 
t o occupy the h i g h ground close t o Djobel Homra, 

On the f o l l o w i n g day the Srd and I s t p i t s , j o i n e d i n an armored column 
commanded by Col. Crosby, on the misnion of releassing u n i t s of the 6 t h 
Arm'd I n f . who had been unable to disengage from tho c o n f l i c t of tho day 
before. For the remainder c f the ccmpany the day was passed i n per­
f e c t i n g c u r _ p s o l t i o n and i n r e c o n n o i t e r i n g f o r gun p o s i t i o n s southwest 
of Hamra, Our plans f o r defending t h i s area v/erc changed i n the l a t e 
a f t e r n o o n when we received orders t o move about two miles t o the n o r t h 

-15-



west i n t o a cactus patch south of S b e i t l a - Faid road. The p o s i t i o n 
afforded us no f i e l d of f i r e and v/as g e n e r a l l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

The n i g h t of February 16 t o 17 was one which a l l of us w i l l long 
remember. ^Although the Crosby force succeeded i n r e l e a s i n g elem.ents of 
the 6 t h Arm'd I n f . , i t , i n t u r n , was unsuccessful i n disengaging c l e a n l y 
f r m the enemy. As the Crosby force p u l l e d back a f t e r dark toward S b e i t l a , 
enemy tanks f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y . Because of t h i s s i t u a t i o n and not knowing 
the exact l o c a t i o n of the remainder of the company, the Srd and 1st P i t . 
followed the Crosby f o r c e past t h e i r l a s t bivouac toward S b e i t l a . Here 
they were met by L t . Clarke, who had boon r e c o n n o i t e r i n g f o r a r o u t e from 
the catipany's bivouac t o the S b e i t l a - ?'ald road. 

Pursuant to orders obtained by L t , Gierke from General Mo'-iuiller, the 
Srd and 1st P i t s , moved i n t o a defensive area northeast of S b e i t l a , 
Crt-neral K c Q u i l l e r d i d not b e l i e v e t h a t German tanks would a t t a c k a t 
n i g h t . He paid no a t t e n t i o n t o r e p o r t s of enemiy tanks approaching towards 
h i s headquarters. But when L t . Clarke r e t u r n e d t o h i s headquarters 
immediately a f t e r the platoons had been d i r e c t e d t o t h e i r assigned areas, 
he found t h a t the general and his s t a f f had m.oved out. The onem̂ y had 
proceeded toward S b e i t l a past tho company's bivouac. The comoany had 
already been cut o f f from the miain road. Although General '•c-euiilcr 
could not be reached by r a d i o or other m.eans. Col, King t o l d L t . CI; rko 
t o get the platoons out i f possible. At about 2400 hours the Srd and 1st 
p i t s , moved i n t o S b e i t l a from the n o r t h as enemy machine gun f i r e poured 
i n from the east, S b e i t l a was a p i c t u r e c f crowded confusion as the 
platoon's vehicles worked t h e i r way through the jammed s t r e e t s , ?-'e 
entered a r a l l y i n g area three miles bcyand the town, as great number of 
non-combat vehicles moved on to the west. 

As f o r the r e s t of the acmpany, no order to move reached thsm u n t i l 
2400 hours. At t h i s time enemy forces were moving I n a v/ssterly d i r e c t i o n 
immediately t o the n o r t h and a s h o r t distance t o the south of the company's 
p o s i t i o n . Tho Co. less the Srd and I s t P i t s , moved cross-country t o the 
west. Enemy machine gun t r a c e r s p a r a l e l l e d the company*s col-,imn on 
both s i d e s . Thanks t o e x c e l l e n t pioneer work, d i r e c t e d by L t . King, our 
vehicles ooiild m a i n t a i n , through or around xrarious objects and obstacles 
and across deep wadis, t h e i r w esterly course - a course which ncno of us 
v?ould care t o t r a v e l by d ^ T l i g h t , The company ontored a deserted S b e i t l a d 
at dawn. 

On the 17th our forcec r a l l i o d i n defornive p s c t i t i o n s about the out­
s k i r t s of S b e i t l a . Although enemy a i r c r a f t were a c t i v e overhead, our 
gtms h e l d the newly occupied p o s i t i o n s . I n the afternoon we were informed 
t h a t the A r e r i c a n .forces would wlth.drav^ f i ^ r t h e r t o the west. At about 
1600 hours OUT company plus a platoon each of A and C Companies, fximlshed 
the r e a r guard f o r the withdrawal, the r e a l guard a c t i o n , conducted by 
Colonel King, was successful so th a t ^ghen darlnioss cjime we had disengaged 
c l e - . r l y from the enemy, 

We proceeded t h a t n i g h t t o Kasserine and then i n t o bivouac a s h o r t 
distance from Tiirala, A f t o r about two hours sloop wo moved on again 
before dawn to occupy the h i g h grc'.nd conmanding the most s o u t h e r l y 
ao-oroach t o Feoesaa. V/ith the American d e f e a t s ' a t S i d i Pou I'i d , the 
forces defending Gafsa, o c s s i b l y i n f e a r of a flanJring a t t a c k from the 
n o r t h , withdrew without f i g h t i n ~ . The enemy was thus"able t o push 
r a p i d l y t o .Feriana and I h o l o p t e from tho s o a t h e t i B t and to Fasserino 
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f r o n the n o r t h e a s t . The Important supply center of Tebessa was I n a 
none-too-secur© p o s i t i o n . 

On the n i g h t of February 19 t o 20, we moved southeast so as t o be 
ready f o r an enemy a t t a c k from t h a t d i r e c t i o n . But the expected a t t a c k 
developed a t the Kasserine Pass sane 30 miles to the n o r t h . Combat 
Ccsnmand B, which had been defending the important pass n o r t h of the one 
we had been defending m^oved out t o meet the Kasserine attacks wo were 
ordered t o take over the psotion which C.C.B. had l e f t . Our company, 
less the I s t P i t . moved nor theast i n the afternnon of the 20th and 
occupied a pine-covered h i l l s i d e a f t e r dark. At midnight the 2nd and 
Srd B i t s , moved to the pass three miles t o tho south. During the r e -
mainder of the n i g h t the men attempted t o d i g out the r o c k and s i n k 
t h e i r guns i n t o the slopes which flanked the pass. 

. Tho 21st and 22nd were spent i n p e r f e c t i n g our gun p o s i t i o n s . 
The 2nd P i t . was a s s i s t e d i n the task of digging tlirough rock by a b l a s t i n g 
cred from the Pioneer Platoon, "/hen by evening of the 22nd these p o s i t i o n s 
were ccrapleted, we again received tho order to march. We miOvod out a t 
dark i n the d i r e c t i o n of Thala. The I s t P i t . had been guarding a mined 
pass t o the southeast since the 20th and could not be n o t i f i e d so as to 
go w i t h us. A f t e r t r a v e l i n g a l l n i g h t , we entered a reserve p o s i t i o n 
near Thala at about 1100 hours on tho 23rd, Captain Ellmann spent the 
afternoon r e c o n n o i t e r i n g f o r routes of march and gun p o s i t i o n s . We d i d 
not loiow how f a r the enemy might be able t o e x p l o i t t h e i r p e n e t r a t i o n of 
the Kasserine Pass or V7hat might be expected of xxs. But a t d a r k we were 
ordered t o r e t u r n t o our p o s i t i o n s o f th© day before, We were t i r e d 
when i n the e a r l y miorning of the 24th v/e m^ovcd i n t o our former p o s i t i o n s , 
Tho I s t P i t , joined us enroute. 

On the 26th Captain W h i t s i t w i t h h i s two remaining guns undertook 
w i t h Colonel Crosby and a few tan^s a reconnaissance i n f o r c e tov/ards 
'Feriana, He rotxarnod on tho 23th r e p o r t i n g t h a t the o n l y eildonces of 
the enem.y encountered i n and about Feriana were inntcnerablo mines and 
booby t r a p s . By t h i s tir.o * t was no longer necessary f o r o\ir guns t o 
remain i n t h e i r prepared psotions at the pass. Since tho enemy vms w i t h ­
drawing on a l l f r o n t s , we wore t o rscoive a few days r e s t . 

The American forces had mot Homme1's D i v i s i o n and had been defeated 
by them. They had attacked f r o n t a l l y a t S i d i Bou Z i d s t r o n g enemy peoi-
t i o n s - w i t h o u t s u r p r i s e and wltho-it f i r s t determining the enemy's s t r e n g t h 
and v/eaknessos. I n a d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n our company had functioned 
c r e d i t a b l y . I t was amiong tho l a s t of the American forces t o enter 
S b e i t l a and was c h i e f l y responsible f o r t h e i r subse-iuent successful w i t h ­
drawal. I t had t r a v e l e d on 8 out of 10 successive n i g h t s . According t o 
current r ^ o n , Gorman prisoners r e f e r r e d t o us, because of our continuous 
s h i f t i n g / p o s i t i o n as the "American T o u r i s t s . " I n any event L t , Edson's 
command f o r m.oving out h i s platoon was heard at a l l hoiu's, day and n i g h t , 
"Glascock follov-; F i l e " became a company slogan. Captain Ellmann's r a d i o 
imprpssod a l l of us by i t s consis-cency i s alwayc f a i l i n g t o oporato 
e f f e c t i v e l y ; n e a r l y every r a d i o I n the company acted as r e l a y between 
the Captain and other s t a t i o n s . 

I n t h i s a c t i v e campaigning our comgany s u f f e r e d l i g h t losses, Corp, 
Goodballet was s h e l l - s h o e Icod. Sgt, M i l e whose gun was " h i t 4 t i n e s by 
47-iTLm, f i r e i n our Nov, engagement a t S b e i t l a , whose d r i v e r was wounded 
i n Paid pass, who was tho only man of h i s creti? not wounded or k i l l e d by 
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by tho German a i r a t t a c k at Paid i n Dec, and whose g-an vms hit by a s h e l l 
i n the roar guurd a c t i o n on Fob. 17th, broke dov/n nervously, tind T/5 I'vussell 
and Cerwinaki were i n j u r e d by tho a c c i d e n t a l discharge of a rrenade i n t h e i r 
v e h i c l e . I n a d d i t i o n to S^t. Milo's EMT,, a second 7y-rmz, gun, a 37-rajs gun, 
two h a i r tracks and one poep were abandoned when, because of t e r r a i n o or motor 
f a i l u r e , they could xiot be moved. 

Having received harsh tre.:.traent, i n our f i r s t enco^'onter y/lth Gerraany's panzer 
d i v i s i o n s , wo le-^rned t h a t our forces j u s t be used v f i t h serious endeavor to 
insure v i c t o r y ; we understood f o r the f i r s t tirae why the B r i t i s h , v;ith i n -
f e r i o u r equipment, might v?ell f e e l proud of a successful evacuation. And v;o 
saw an4)le ovidence t h a t our machine gun f i r e could be d i r e c t e d e f f e c t i v e l y 
against cneiny f i g h t e r s and dive bombers. Ml these repreeonted s u b s t a n t i a l 
gains i n our experience. 
While i n t h i s bivouac the compimy underwent t r a i n i n g , c o n d i t i o n i n g marches, 
and i n s p e c t i o n s . The men f i r e d l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of siaall arms ajnmunitlon 
the i n f a n t r y had l e f t scattered about and some 75 mm, the B a t t a l i o n procurred 
f o r t h a t purpose. 
On March 12th we received bad news. I t w;is leurned t h - i t not only was our 
r e s t over, but t h a t L t , Clarke had been reasslirned t o Ren, Co. as Company 
Commander, w e mourned L t , Cliirl:e's loss t o the Conpany, but were, never-
the less f^lad because we were 3Ui*e he was g e t t i n g a much deserved break. 
We l e f t tho area the next day, and, a f t e r the usual lon*j delay on the road, 
f i n a l l y a r r i v e d at our new bivouac 20 tailon IJ.W. of Kasscrine. V,e were to be 
a p a r t of Conbat Command "C" and to j o i n i n the attack on Sened S t a t i o n and 
>'4uiaia3ay. V/hile i n t h i s area we received our lone awaited new 75's boinginir-
Us up to s t r e n g t h i n C'uns, L t , Knight and h i s p l a t o o n took secret d e l i g h t 

j s ^ " .'in c a s t i n g o f f on Heconnaias4i.nce Company, or anyone el s e , t h e i r 37 ara, guns j 
, /these guns, as mounted on h i g h , unanaored v e h i c l e s , had proved u t t e r l y worth-

l o s s , We l o s t and .[-.ained v e h i c l e s f o r several days, f i n a l l y cominf^ up w i t h 
two h a l f t r a c k s , if guns, and four peeps per p l a t o o n . 
On March 15> L t , "eelman was assi{^nod to the Company and took over the 
t h i r d platoon from Captain 'sViiitait, v/ho i n t u r n became the executive o f f i c e r . 
Sixteen e n l i s t e d replacements were also received here. 
During our stay North west of Kasscrine i t r&inod c o n s t a n t l y , Lveryone 
was wet, the ground vyas slimy ;:.nd deep vr i t h raud. On March l 6 t h vye learned 
t h a t we would not take p a r t i n the a t t a c k on iSened S t a t i o n and Muknaaay, 
but 'lA'ould be attaciied to the N i n t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n i n Corps reserve, 
and would have as our mission the p r o t e c t i o n of tho Thelepte a i r p o r t . 
On the follovving day we moved i n t o bivouac a short distance vvest of 
Thelept, Prom here we moved i n and out of gun p o s i t i o n s south of the a i r ­
p o r t and were kept generaly busy w i t h guard and p a t r o l d u t i e s . 

Captain Ellman l o f t March 22nd f o r the h o s p i t a l . Everyone thought i t was 
to be but f o r a fev^ days. Captain .Vhitsii; took ovei^ und f i l l e d i n d u r i n g 
b i s absence. The Corapany vyas ar-ain one o f f i c e r s h o r t . 
"B" Company i n reserve was a thin;^ urihoard o f , \7G were a l i t t l e dazed, 
and very not t o be r i ; - h t a t the f r o n t again. Everyone took groat 
d e l i r h t i n counting the bombers and t h e i r escorts as thoy l e f t the I ' i e l d 
f o r tho f r o n t , Se were sure i t was too '.'ood to l a s t and anxiously awaited 
r^arch Order. 
On the afternoon, of March 2-ith vsc heard rumors of a f i e r c e t&pl-t b a t t l e 



B a t t a l i o n which had s u f f e r e d heavy v e h i c u l a r c a s u a l t i e s . Tho d r i v e during 
the hours of darlmess were enlivened by f l a r e s and personnel bombs dropped 
at us by J e r r y , He incorporated a l i t t l e xaoonlight s t r a f i n g w i t h h i s bombing 
but d i d no damage other than t u r n our h a i r a l i t t l e grayer. 
Tliero was a constant t h r e a t of another tan]- attack i n t h i s area, but none 
developed. Casualties were caused by s h o l l f i r o , however, y&ion on tho 
afternoon of March 25th, three s h e l l s of about 105 mm. landed i n the second 
platoon area, k i l l i n g T-5 Jolmson and Pvt. Romlne and s e r i o u s l y wovinding 
T-5 Roberts and Pvt, P o t t e r , These were the f i r s t c a s u a l t i e s to occur 
i n a squad under Sgt. G i l b e r t and i t cost him h i s e n t i r e squad, Tlie f i r s t 
s h e l l , besides i n f l i c t i n g tho c a s u a l t i e s , destroyed the peep d r i v e n by 
P f t . Gardner and S t a f f Sgt, Pios, 
On March 27th we ?;ere r e l i e v e d fromi our p o s i t i o n s and went i n t o bivouac 
to the y/est of DJ e l Ank as b a t t t i l l o n reserve, both A and C Companies 
were i n psotions to the east of DJ e l Anlc, south of Bou Hamran and i n 
support of an a t t a c k launched by the F i r s t I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n t o g a i n the 
high ground on both sides of the }3ou Hamran v a l l e y . This was a l i m i t e d 
o b j e c t i v e a t t a c k and was successful i n i t s i n i t i a l stages, but met s t i f f e r 
and s t i f f e r r e s i s t a n c e . 

From t h i s p o s i t i o n "3" Company moved out twice to take up i t s o l d p o s i t i o n s 
on the El Guettar - Gabes road and once i n t o p o s i t i o n s Just east of Bou 
Hamran i n the n o r t h of Sckket V a l l e y , ,At midnight on A p r i l 1 s t , tho 
company was a l e r t e d and moved out to take up p o s i t i o n proximately s i x 
miles ahead of our former p o s i t i o n s on the El Guettar-Gabes road. The 
pepp i n which S t a f f Sgt. A r n e t t , Cpl, Bohn, and Pvt, Works, aL1 of tho 
F i r s t Platoon, were r i d i n g was completely wrecked when i t s t r u c k a mine 
i n an unguarded f i e l d . Although the two men l a s t named were sent t o the 
h o s p i t a l w i t h minor i n j u r i e s , a l l concerned wore most f o r t u n a t e . I t was 
found unnecessary to have us i n any of these forward p o s i t i o n s and each 
time wo raturnad to our o l d area. 

Enemy a i r a c t i v i t y went on at an ever Increasing scale. Stukas, r-iE's, 
F. g«7. »S and Ju'3 came and went, v/e cheered our o p i t s w h i l e they shot do»n 
t.fo heavy bombers and chased Stu}'.^s and igy's a l l j-ro^md our l i t t l e v a l l e y , 
Jerry repeatedly dropped f l a r e s and bomua by n l r i i t . .although one bo:3b 
landed w i t h i n f i f t e e n yarda of t:ic a;-!irT!unition t r u c k of the f i r s t p l a t o o n , 
no damage was done. 
During t h i s period the s e c u r i t y sections unci platoon coram-^nders went out 
on "Ranger ?>..trols" e s t a b l i s l i i n g l i s t e n i n g poets at the i n f - ^ n t r y l i n e 
d uring the n i g h t and going forward t o draw f i r e i n the morning, Nothing 
was accomgolished by the l i s t e n i n g posts, but f i r e was q u i t e easy to f i n d 
at p r a c t i c a l l y any p o i n t of the Bou Hamran ajid Sakket Valleys. L t , gcEnlght 
went so f a r as to remove three German T e l l e r mines from a f i e l d j u s t before 
Sakket, 

On A p r i l bth two men wore assigned t o the company and placed i n t h e second 
platoon. S h o r t l y :i.fter these replacements a r r i v e d , the company v/as again 
on the move - t h i s time to p o s i t i o n s approximately I f miles a>iead of our 
f i r s t p e e t tions on the El Guettar Gabes road. We moved i n t o t h i s area 
at 2000 hours and by 0100 hours on the 7th were dug i n t o p a o l t i o n . 

The company was i n a l i n e across the v a l l e y composed of two b a t t u l l o n s of 
tanks and two b a t t a l i o n s of tank destroyers, IVe wore a s t r i d e the road 
and i n the center, of the l i n o . From t n i s p o s i t i o n we watched the enemy 



s h e l l the 891}.th Tank Destroyer's p o s i t i o n and one b a t t a l i o n of tanks, both 
on our r i g h t . Tiiere was no apparent e f f e c t other than a s l i g h t s h i f t i n g 
of some of the more forward tanj-cs. We were i n a c o n t i n u a l sweat, w a i t i n g 
f o r our t u r n to be s h e l l e d . The news t h a t the Bth Army had broken through 
the German l i n e 20 miles n o r t h of Gabes and the f a c t t h a t our own a r t i l l e r y 
was g i v i n g back more than we took, kept our s p i r i t s at a high l e v e l . 
At about 0200 hours on the morning of A p r i l 3th, the German a r t i l l e r y 
l a i d down a very heavy barrage - one c o n c e n t r a t i o n c o n s i s t i n g of 212 
rounds - j u s t forward of our p o s i t i o n s and again at the d')L\.th, Our a r t i l l e r y 
answered and by OlfOO hours a l l was q u i e t . 
.At 0700 hours our a r t i l l e r y l a i d a 1$ minute con c e n t r a t i o n of smoke on the 
enemy p o s i t i o n s and everything i n the v a l l e y moved forvrard, v/lth the ex­
c e p t i o n of B Company. The f o r c e under commfind of Colonel Benson advanced 
some 30 miles down tho road toward Gabes and swung n o r t h a f t e r c o n t a c t i n g 
the advance elements of tho 3 t h Army. They miet only l i g h t r esistance from 
I t a l i a n troops and took many p r i s i o n e r s , 

We remal ndd i n our p o s i t i o n u n t i l Noon of the 9th, at which time we moved 
back to our o l d bivouac at Dj e l Ank. Here v/e were i n the n o v i i p o s i t i o n 
of sending forward to the rear echelon f o r r a t i o n s and gas. 
The compjny romxainod here, p l a y i n g w i t h a nearby I t a l i a n mine f i e l d , u n t i l 
Noon of the 11th. At t h i s time we moved to a bivouac area i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f Bou Chebka. Here we r e l a x e d . We d i d n ' t get up u n t i l 6:l^S and the old 
Chow l i n e was once again to be seen. But now v/e had to put up w i t h ke-
v i e l l e . Retreat, and inspections of a l l kinds. 
vlihile i n t h i s area gun crews were given i n s t r u c t i o n and t r a i n i n g i n both 
d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t f i r e , ue also saw the f i r s t moving p i c t u r e we had 
seen since l e a v i n g England, 
On A p r i l 21st the Company l e f t tho Bou Chebka ;area and proceeded nor t h . 
That n i g h t and the next day were spent i n the v i c i n i t y of fioumas Souk. 
On the n i g h t of A p r i l 22nd we moved south and east to an asaembly area 
northeast of Beja and t h e r e a f t e r to p o s i t i o n s west of Pondouk, We r o -
mained i n these p o s i t i o n s f o r two days and two n i g h t s , conducting the 
usual forward reconnaissance. 
On tho morning of A p r i l 25th the gnd platoon moved out i n sppport of the 
a t t a c k on h i l l q.07. The onemy had withdravm d u r i n g the n i g h t , however, 
and the p l a t o o n took up a p o s i t i o n behind a German mine f i e l d . With the 
help of a few engineers who a r r i v e d l a t e r , the f i e l d was cleared. The 
remainder of the company j o i n e d xhe 2nd platoon t h a t evening. 
This p o s i t i o n was hold f o r two days. On the f i r s t day % T-i;. Kastner was 
s l i g h t l y v/ou.;>dod by a booby t r a p while l o o k i n g around a German r a t i o n 
dxrap. I t was our f i r s t casualty caused by a booby t r a p . 
On the evening of the 2nd day the company again moved forward. The 2nd 
iind 3rd platoons t a k i n g p o s i t i o n s nearly opposite each other at the head 
of the vdL l e y . Tho 1 s t p l a t o o n occupied a p o s i t i o n about one mile forward 
of the other platoons on the l e f t of the v o l l e y . 

These p o s i t i o n s wore held f o r two days. On the morning of the second day, 
A p r i l 29th, L t s . iidcKnight, Keoleraan, and Edson, -with Pvt. Earoer, wont 
forv/ard to reconnoiter f o r p o s i t i o n s , Vshile forward, L t , McKnight n o t i c e d 



two men making toward our l i n e s down th© center of tho v a l l e y . A f t e r some 
discussion as t o whether they were Germans or G.I., L t . Mc'^ight convinced 
the others they should be looked at c l o s e r . They turned out to be two 
young Austrian s o l d i e r s who were t i r e d of f i ( 5 h t l n g . I h l s caused a sensa­
t i o n i n the company, but nowhere else. 
The 2nd platoon moved i n t o the p o s i t i o n reconnoltered t h a t afternoon at 
233G hoars t h a t n i g h t . This l o c a t i o n was approximately two miles ahead of 
and on the same side of the v a l l e y ae the 1st platoon. 
On the morning of A p r i l 30th, L t s , Neeloman and Edson reconnoltered f o r 
p o s i t i o n s s t i l l f u r t h e r forward, but found none s u i t a b l e w i t h i n tho 
I n f a n t r y l i n e . 
The s i t u a t i o n , as f a r as our p a r t i c u l a r sector was concerned, was s t a b l e 
f o r several days. However, H i l l 609, to our North, was h o l d i n g up the 
troops to our r i g h t . No one seemed to be q u i t e sure as to what was happening 
on 609. To our south the bth I n f a n t r y sector was also shrouded i n un­
c e r t a i n t y and smoke from a i ' t i l l e r y s h e l l s . 

On the n i g h t of May l e t the I s t p l a t o o n j o i n e d the 2nd i n the same general 
area, and the 3rd moved forward to a p o s i t i o n about one mile uehind them, 
V&ile i n these p o s i t i o n s the forv/ard platoons spotted enemy gun p o s i t i o n s 
beyond e f f e c t i v e range of our 75's. These were reported to our a i ' t i l l e r y , 
but no a c t i o n was taken. I t was very discouraging t o watch tb.ese guns 
throw s h e l l a f t e r s h e l l at our i n f a n t r y i n the nor th v a l l e y '.vhllo we 
stood by unable to do tmythlng but watch. 
On the evening of May 2nd, an enemy p a t r o l of approximately 20 men drove 
i n the a r t i l l e r y O.P.'s j u s t forward of the 1st and 2nd platoon p o s i t i o n . 
But three l i g h t tanks of the 3 l s t Reconnaissance, bivouaced j u s t behind 
these p o s i t i o n s put on an e x c e l l e n t e x h i b i t i o n and drove the p a t r o l back, 
t a k i n g e i g h t p r i s o n e r s . 
On the next morning, the 81st moved forward of the l a t and 2nd platoon 
and stopped. They were under enemy observation and drew l a r g e c a l i b e r 
f i r e , the overs dropping i n our area. The S l s t then moved back through 
our ar-ea to a p o i n t j u s t behind U3 - t h i s time i t was tho shorts t h a t d 
dropped i n t o our area. No damage was done to e i t h e r u n i t , duo l a r g e l y 
to the l a r g e n-ombor of duds among the Jerry s h e l l s . 

Enemy a i r c r a f t was q u i t e a c t i v e , p a r t i c u l a r l y dive bombers. On the a f t e r ­
noon of the 3rd Sgt, C a r l t o n was s e r i o u s l y wounded above the h e a r t by 
a s t r a y 50 c a l i b e r b u l l e t , Someone on an a n t i - a i r c r a f t gun was f i r i n g 
very w i l d . 
The usual numuer of rocoru-ialasance p u t r o l s were made forward w i t h l i t t l e 
r e s u l t , other than the drawing of l i g h t a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 
On the morning of May ij.th, the 2nd platoon opened f i r e on a p o i n t thought 
to conceal an enemy v o n i c l e . I t was soon learned t h a t iz Vvus a v.'aste of 
^amjuunltion, as the enemy had again withdrawn to the n o r t h . 
The r e s t of the ij.th was spent i n reconnaissance and rroving the com.pany 
from place to place. The reconnaissance drew f i r e , proving an a c t i v e * 
enemy to the east. 
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The n i g h t of May l4.th - 5 t h vms spent on the east side of the v a l l e y . 
Early on the morning of the 5 t h we moved to a r a l l y p o i n t n o r t h of Dj 
liad j a r . 
The End platoon 'xoved east from hero and took up p o s i t i o n s near 31 Abdal 
Race. Although they drew f i r e i n moving, no damage was done. They were 
r e c a l l e d to the assembly area t h a t afternoon. 
A f t e r dark the company again moved forward. The I s t p l a t o o n took up a 
p o s i t i o n west of the Euteur - Chouigul road opposite H i l l 121. Tills 
proved to bo a very hot spot. 
Tlie 3rd platoon was placed west of the I s t p l a t o o n ^ d the 2nd platoon 
s t i l l f u r t h e r to tho west. 
These p o s i t i o n s vi'cre held t h r o u bout the 6 t h . The 1 s t p>latoon was s h e l l e d 
almost continu-iusly, wounded Pvt. G i l l y and shocking Pvt. D o l e z l . The 2nd 
platoon was shelled tvtlce and duag again saved them from^ both personnel 
and v e h i c u l a r c a s u a l t i e s , 
L t . A u l t was assigned t o the company on t h i s day and assigned t o the 1 s t 
pl a t o o n . 
On the morning of Kay 7 t h , tho 2nd platoon was ordered to m̂ ove forward to 
the n ortheast. The order was premature. Tiiey wore denied entrance to 
t h e i r selected p o s i t i o n by s h e l l f i r e and were compelled t o occupy hasty 
p o s i t i o n s . These p o s i t i o n s proved to be very poor. Hardly was the l a s t 
v e h i c l e stopped when very heavy mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e pinned them to 
the ground. Pvts, Wrona and Ketner were s l i g h t l y ?/o\inded and two vehicles 
wore put t e m p o r a r i l y out of a c t i o n . Considering the f_.ct t h a t a l l per-
sormci was dismounted and j u s t s t a r t i n g to d i g i n and the amo^ant of f i r e 
r eceived, tho p l a t o o n v/as very lucky to get o f f s l i g h t l y . The p l a t o o n 
was pinned down f o r the e n t i r e day. Any movement around the v e h i c l e s brought 
more f i r e , 
Tne 1st p l a t o o n d i d some very good work on t h i s day. They layod down an 
e x c e l l e n t barrage i n f r o n t of our i n f a n t r y as they advanced on the h i l l s 
to our east. They received counter o a t t c r y f i r e , but completed t h e i r 
mission before resuming t h e i r covered p o s i t i o n . 
The 3rd platoon was s h e l l e d i n the afternoon, but no damage vvao d one to 
e i t h e r personnel or v e h i c l s s . 
During the whole of the 7 t h , the l e t Arm.ored D i v i s i o n was very a c t i v e t o 
our n o r t h . They broke through the enemy l i n e s toward E e r r y v i l l e j u s t 
before dusk, 
Tlie second platoon moved forward .-fter dark t o the p o s i t i o n o r i g i n a l l y 
s elected. 
The two damaged v e l i i c l e s were turned over t o the company ac maintanance, 
Later t h a t same n i g h t a p a t r o l was sent out to the n o r t h , but returned 
w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n of nothing but f r i e n d l y - a c t i v i t y i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

On the morning of May 0 t h , L t s , Eclinight, A u l t , and Edson, w i t h Corporal 
W i l l i s , Pvt, Faroer and Laythe, accompanied L t , Smith and h i s reconnaissance 
platoon on a reconnaissance to t n o oast, Tv/o aine f i e i d c ;vere diacovered 
and paths cle.ired through them. An undiscovered f i e l d i n a stream bed 
was l u c k i l y passed through, a l s o , A distance of f i v e miles ( u i r l i n o ) 



was covered and a groat many guns of a l l sizes found. R i f l e s , ^0 min. 7p J n r a , 

83 mm, 100 rma, and 150 nan guns, some destroyed and r.oaa i n good c o n d i t i o n , 
wore q u i t e numerous i n tiae area covered. Jerry c e r t a i n l y hadn't been 
l a c k i n g i n a r t i l l e r y . 
That afternoon, as r a d i o contact w i t h the p a r t y .vas very poor, T-1;. Scott 
and T-5 Govell were sent t r i t h I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r the reconnaissance p ^ r t y . 
A f t e r r e c e i v i n g the message, they accompanied by Cpl, W i l l i s and Pvt, 
Farbar and t h e i r peep were sent back to Captain f / h l t s i t to act as guides 
v i a another r o u t e . This route had not been p r e v i o u s l y reconnoltered, but 
was thought to be c l e a r . L a t e r , when the p a r t y had regined radio contact 
and had been r e c a l l e d , i t was le-^rnod t h a t the other vehicles had not 
returned. 
The p a r t y had a very narrow escape -.vhile r e t u r n i n g . I n recrossing the 
mined creek bed the p a r t y f o l l o w e d close behind a B r i t i s h k i t c h e n t r u c k . 
The t r u c k set o f f a mine, com-pletely vyrecking the t r u c k and s e r i o u s l y 
wounding two of the occupants, .-.IthoJgh the p a r t y was covered w i t h 
gravel and mud, mone were h u r t . 
I n the m.orning, as the other f o u r men s t i l l had not retu r n e d . Captain 
fthltsit again went out to the p o i n t where we has t o have met them on the 
previous n i g h t . He found Cpl. W i l l i s and Pvt. Farber having a breakfast 
from the wrecked j r i t i s h k i t c h e n t r u c k . Their s t o r y f o l l o w s : 
The f o u r of them: I V i l l i c , g c o t t , Covell and Farber; proceeded down the 
road f o r some time, but f i n a l l y decided they wore on the wrong road and 
g e t t i n g deeper i n t o enemy t e r r i t o r y . 's they were t u r n i n g around, 12 
Germans arose from the wheat f i e l d beside the road -j-nd so near t o the 
peep contid. ning g c o t t and Cn v e l l , t h a t they could do nothing i n t h e i r o-.vTi 
defense, S i l l l s and PiO'ber, however, being behind the other paep about 
51 yards, took o f f cross-country, W i l l i s f i r i n g w i t h h i s r i f l e . Their 
peep h i t a hidden rock and hiing up. j'^arber and V i i U l s landed running and 
kept going on f o o t most of the n i g h t . They had a r r i v e d at the p o i n t where 
Captain W h i t a i t found therr; only a few minutes before he a r r i v e d . 
The r e a t of the day was spent i n p i c k i n g up ruxTiors of the general break-
down of Axis r e i s t a n c e i n North A f r i c a and sweating out Scott and C o v e l l . 
On the morning of May 10th, Scott or^d Covell a r r i v e d at the company CP. 
d r i v i n g a Gorman reconnaissance car. Ihey had been w e l l t r e a t e d , but had 
walked a long ways v»-hile they wore p r i s o n e r s , They were free d vdien the 
group h o l d i n g them was i n t u r n surrounded and captured. Tiiere were about 
900 Germ.an5 i n t h i s g^roup. 
The company was assembled at t h i s time and the next day moved to a B a t t a l i o n 
Bivouac about 10 miles south of Itateur. 



ASSOCI.TION IIIDSX 

1 . Faid Pass 
2. S i d i jjou Zid 
3. S b e i t l a 
^. lladjeb £1 .Aloun 
5. Piahon 
6, Fondouk 
7. Trazza 
8. El Ala 
9. Djebel Gobel 

10. Thelepte 
11. ? erlana 
12. Tebessa 

GaTsa 
?.;erta 

15. Tozeur 
16. Metloui 
17. Phlllipe-Thomas 
18. St. Lew 
19. St, Barbe du Tholat 
20. Matour 
21 Fiacet 
22 B l z o r t o 
^' Thala ^' Las sou da 
25. Pedeyef 
2D.El G-iiitar 
27. Socket 
28. K e b i l i 
29. Seja 
30. iiegrine 
31. liairouan 
32. Djebel iserda 
33. Gum tree o r r e s t 
3a. St. Jo s 8ph'c F arm 
3$. SI Ma SI J b i o d 
36. H i l l s 609, 3^0, 121, l;.09 
37. bel F l Ater ( L t . H i t l e r ' 
?3. Tamerza 
39. M d i l l a 



STATISTICS 

B a t t a l i o n l e f t Enr-land w i t h ; 

.57 trucks - 1/k ton 
0 trucks - 1/2 weapon c a r r i e r s 

23 trucks - 3 A t o n ' C&R cars 
Iq. trucks ~ 2-|- ton cargo 
12 t r a i l e r s - 1 ton 2-wheeled cargo 
12 gun 37-inm. 3 .P. 
2l<^ carriage motor 7S-ram. S.P. 

h a l f - t r a c k s M2 
32 m o t o r c y c l e n 
2 wrecker, l]. ton 
1 Ambulance 

Vehicles l o s t i n comAoat; 
29 tinicks - l / k ton 
3 trucks - 1/2 ton v;/c 

12 trucks - 3 A ton W/C 
2 trucks - 2-|' ton cargo 
3 t r a i l e r s - 1 ton 
7 ii;un, 37-mm. 3 .P. 

17 carriage motors - 7p-ram. S.P. 
30 H a l f - t r a c k s Ma 
18 m.otorcgclGS 

Lost i n sP^ipment: 

1 t r u c k - 1(1 ton 
1 t r u c k - 2rT ton cai'go (Medical) 
2 h a l f - t r a c k s M2 

Vehicles i n 3n. as of May 2g, 19k3: 
70 truclfs - l / \n 

3 trucks - 1/2 ton A/C 
21 trucks - 3/L ton "//C 
A trucks - l/k ton Cgp 

28 trucks - 2* ton cargo 
20 t r a i l e r E - ' l ton 2-wheeled cargo 
10 t r a i l e r s - l/li. ton 2-wheeled cargo 

%>" A g i i i i . ^ i •"Ztii.Li.B b^ • r • 
36 carrla-:e motor 75-mra. S.P. 
33 h a l f - t r a c k s g2 
1 h a l f - t r a c k 

16 motorcycles 
2 Arecker, i,, ton 
1 w om ".̂  - ^ 0 'J c I " , Ci-J 
1 Amculance 



STATISTICS 
t l r> »I Company c a s u a l t i e s 43 E n l i s t e d Men 
Reconnaissance Company c a s u a l t i e s 2? E n l i s t e d Men 

1 o r f l c e r 
"A" Compacy ca s u a l t i e s 67 E n l i s t e d Men 

6 O f f i c e r s 
38 E n l i s t e d Men 
ij. O f f i c e r s 
2 E n l i s t e d Men 
1 O f f i c e r 

197 
12 
23 E n l i s t e d !Jen 

i O f f i c e r 
3 E n l i s t e d Men 

"C" Company ca s u a l t i e s 
Headquarters Company ca s u a l t i e s 

T o t a l E n l i s t e d Men 
Total O f f i c e r s 

2nd Reconnasissance Platoon 

Casualties 
One on mine, two non-combat, a l l tlu'ee wounded 

1 Off 

tnt. K i l l e d Wounded Missing i n 
Haa Co. 0' • 1 Off 2 E. M. 0 
A "Co, A T T,J 5 E. M. 18 E. M. 35 E. M. 

2 Off 1 Off. 
b Co. 0 19 E. M. 2k. E. M. 1 E. M. 
C Go. 1 Off 16 E. M. 1 Off 12 E. M. 

1 Off 35 E. M. 1 Off. 
Ren Co. 0 3 E. M. 114. S, M, 8 E. M. 

Personnel on duty v/lth 7 0 l 8 t T.D.Bn, when Bn. a r r i v e d a t Oran 
A l g e r i a December 12, 19^-2 and December 21st r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
"B" and "C" Companies (C.G.B.), Figures only represent no, 
of O f f i c e r s and E n l i s t e d , 
That l e f t I r e l a n d : 

OFFICERS Ein^ISTED MEN 

Bn, 
Hq Co, 
Co A 
Co B (C.C.B,) 
Co C (CC.B.) 
Ren Co 
Med 

T o t a l 

I 
39 

150 
176 
178 
175 
138 

22 

839 

•7 .ii 
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