HEADQUARTERS
T01ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 3
APO .)_;614(, c/o'Postmasiger, New York, WN.Y. : R -f*

1 July 194k

L BATTALLON HISTORY

Period: 1 June 19lJ{ - 30 June 19Lk |
: | LIBERAT10N OF ROME AND DRLVE TO THE NORTH

As the month opened, the 1lst Armored Division was relieved in the Campoleone
sector and the 70lst TD Battalion was attached to the Li5th Infantry Division.

Our positions remained pretty much the same except for slight changes %o

better the field of fire. Recon. Company maintained an antw-'bank warning OP

soufhwest of Ilon'cana da. Papa, - : t

; ' An American attack on this sector meb fierce German resistance. One -4
éf our OP's reported bhal enemy artillery had become somewhat heavier but every-
. "':‘thing was developing favorably. Shells were dropping very close to "AY com—

pany but no casualties or damage were sustained,

The fojlowing day saw the Battalion relieved from attachment to-the lﬁth

Division and placed under CC “A“. "C" company, however, remained with the );Sth%

. Division mrbn.l relieved by the 6LS th TD Battalion. A message from General Har-
. mon, lsb. A D.; placed the Division, less the Howze Force, on a ome hour aler‘t

The Battalion was relieved a.nd placed with D:LVZLSZLOII Reservebut. "B" cemany | ¥

o :

was abhached to CC-MAn,

, _ On the morning of 3 June, a message from the commanding general, lst -

A.D,., placed the Division on a half hour alert. "AY company meved. to an E :';
assenbly area, southeast of Lanuvio, and joined GC "B", Genemi zgllen called -‘ |
a meegting.-of CC B! wnit -commanders and informed than that VI borps rop@ T'"t;ed
a mtbdravval oi’ the enemy on -our sector. A fly:mg column was to be. fo:rmed,

‘amd an attack would be la,unched toward Tome to take two obgectlves_ ."f[‘he»

" uni® oomm.andens were a bit skepuz.w._ but General Allen plarmed bI:a_ng ‘bhe -
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infantry élong in halfbtracks, and WAH company was to serve as anti-tank Pro-
tection for the Combat Command,

‘fhe atﬁaok got under way the next dagy., Tanks and destroyers moved
forward rapidly, followed by motorized infant ory and armored reserves. The .lst'
platoon of "A' company reacted the CC "B objective and heild it until other
elemnts of CC B¢ rolled up. The 2nd platoon .WGI'I’D on up and encounmtered a fon-
ce éf German infantry vihich was engaged :_n the peaceful pursuits of washing up
and sunbathing, Some HE shells took care of this pocket and the TDts pushed
on to take up defensive positions on its objective, General Allen then formed
a flying column to be the first to enter Rome. The force consisted of two
platoons of light taks and "A" company's 2nd platoon, This umit finally tore
into Rome ab 1600 hours., Two civilian cars, conualn:_ng 6 Kraut officers and
four glrls, were captured by the THl's in the outskirts of the c:;.ty. Two mare
oolumns, over to the left, followed parallel roads in the CC "B" pugh, Nothing
more serious than blown bridges was encounttered and these spearheads reached
Rome between 1630 and 1700 hours, PAY commany was warmed of four German Mark
IV's on the outskirts of the city and lmei_ately made after themn, _tnstead,
five heavy anti-aircraft "flakwagons! were encountered and were :z.rmnedia‘cely
knocked out., The company then took up positions safeguarding bridges across
the Tiber, At 2200 hours, T/5 Maneely shot two German snipers from the windows

of a nearby house.

- "BY company jumped off with GC “A" ang the 2nd platoon entered Rome at
1730 hours. The other platoons were ei ther enroute or in the outskirts of the

Bbernal City.

Command Growp finally started to lose touch i uh the companies by radio
and it was decided to move forward. While moving to ube new CP, Captain Childs

and his driver, Private Chouest, ran into some Germans who surrendered to iﬁhem,

They then looked around and picked Up another bunch to run their total of prig-

oners to 23. They had been a machine gun platoon which was cut off by our tanks,
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and seemed to be well equipped and armred,

A1 companies thrust across the Tiber River onl the morning of Jun'e -5£h.
Although badly handicapped by an acute shortage of maps, our combab elemenfs |
contimied to pursue the Wazis north. Recc;nnaiSSance Company paused for several
hours a few miles north of Rome. During the bréak; Staff Sergeant Pabtterson
and Bn armored car crew were tipped off as to the location oi‘_a mmber of Ger—
mens hiding out. Four prisoners were baken and a numb.er of others made off

across the fields despite small arms fire,

Ren, compary was debached from the Battalion and placed with the 3rd
Battalion of the lst Armored Regiment to act as reconnaissance for Task Force -
Cole., Only Battalion Headquarters and Trains remained in the Battalion now.
Ren moved oub to lead the advance and pud ed shead about 6 miles before dark.
Lt. Jacksan's platoon of "CY company came into bivouac with Recon. shortly

afterwards.

Himus any Iéaps of the area into which it was advancing, PAW company ho;)k—~
ed up with Colonel Cole and the 2nd Battalion of the 1st A,R) This group trav-
eldd to the coast road in two colwmns. "A's" 1st plaboon kngcked.cut a batbery
of four enemy guns to help speed up the Krau?{ retreat. Germans were busily |
blowing ammnition dumps to the right of the American columns, and blasted

bridges to our front.

The Battalion CP remained on the oubskirts of Rome un’tji 2400 hrs when

guides arrived for a forward movement.

The news of the invasion of France between Cherbourg and Le Havre came
through early on the morning of June 6th. The news was broadcast to all the

| coméalqies over the Battalion FM and AM nebs. VA" company meanwhile coﬁtiﬁued to

move up the coast. By 1400 hrs "B" company had swept forward to a po:.n’o 20

miles northwest of Rome and was still tearing ahead wibthout meeting any major
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opposition.

In general, the Fifth Army was meeting very little resistance, Except
for an occasional anti-tank gun and snipers, the biggest fac;bor in Keeping down

the speed of the armored columns was the use of widespread demolitions by the

Krauts.
By June Tth, "A" company had reached the Ahigh gi'ound north of Rome, UBH
comparyy contimied to drive ahead at the rate of 20 miles a day. Ren platoons

were up ashead a good way in carrying out road reconnaissance missions along Vla

Mirelia and inland as far as Brac01ano and Manziana,

Major Doran took over Major Tuck's Force which had been setbing up road
biockg for CC "A", The Doran Force consisted of the 7Glst TD Battalion less
nAn, UBH, "C"? and Ren. companies, "EY company of the lst AR,, "C" company of
the 6th Infantry, one platoon of "B" company of the 701st, one platoon of "B®
company of the 16th Engineers, one platéon of “A” compary. of the lst AR, (1igirb
tanks), and one platoon of Ren Compgny of the 1st A.R. ' This force moved +to an
assembly arez near Vetrella ani ‘chen received orders from CC "AY to atback am
secure the town and important road and rail center of Viterbo, "CC A" had been
ordered to geb the tomn by the night of 8-9 June. The attack gob under way ab
1630_ hrs but, four hours later, Major Doran informed CC “AI" that more infantz;y
was needed to clear the German rear guard out of the town. The 1st Ba«:bt'alion,
135th Infantry Regiment, 3lLth Division, was. moved up by truck and assembled in
an area about 2500 yards from The town. »At 0100 héu.rs, infanbry elements lalm-.

ched the attack, followed by armor an hour later, The attack developed swiftly

and it was all over by 0930 hours. BRoad blocks were set up and reconnaissance

was sent out to recozmoiter Troubes to the north and northwest and to contact the
French, At 1100 hours, this force was relieved and star’ced to move back to a

rest apea along the shores of Lake Bracc:.ano.

UAY company had meanwh:fle pressed the abttack toward Toscania but a fa_rly

heavy enemy lnlantry concentratlon was encountered in towmn. "A's" 3rd platoon

fired a mumber of rounds into the place and the 6th Infantry moved in for some
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hand to hand fighting. ' Pfe Laverne J. Perkes and Staff Sergeant Milton R, A 1
Turner, along m.th Captain John M, ,Wright who was munching his lunch of ”5-1:1—-

1" roast beef, were wounded by scattered fragments of enemy 75mm or 88mm rounds

landlng in the area.

s

The week of June 10-17 was spen® in the Bracciano ‘area, and was devoted to

maintenance of vehicles and relaxation and recreation of Persommel, Passes to

Rome were granted for as many of the men as pOSSlble. Opportumities to go bath-
ing in the lake were not neglected by the tank busters, and a motor launch,
desertdd by the Germans who had dropped charges in the engines, was discovered

by some of the men. It was soon found that only one of the engines was damaged
too badly to repair, and Battalion Maintenance soon had the lawnch putting away on

the lake, Organized boating trips were soon under way across the 1ske and eﬂJ_

Pvt. Escue was towed _ashore one morning after sPendlng a might adrift in the middle

of the lake. He hed rowed .out in a borrowed boat and, while fishing, allowed :
. his oars to drift off. His roars for help were unavalla,ng and he spent the -
night out in the lake. At dawn he was seen by some klnd soul and towed to land,

An order attaching the 7018’0 to the 18th F.A, Brlgade Wwas late:r‘ Cchanged
on verbal order of General Mark Clark, Sth Army, and the Ba‘b‘bal:i_on_ remained with
the 1st A.D, - | .

On June 18th, the 701lst, less "CY company, left tl’;e bivouac area at 085
hours to move to a forward assembly area in the v_Lcuu_W of Albinia near Orb-
etello. "C" company, now attachked to CC “B" wuld leave lagter, uBn was ath-

- ached to CC "A" in the rew area, All companies were busy with maintenance work

in preparation for their part in the new attack,

The attack was launched to the north of Grosseto by cc ”A" and GG "BW, Vwith
the going pretty tough, on June 2end.  "AY company was atbached to 2nd ba:ttalion,

13_1—,}1 ARR., while Ren company was to do a recommaissance ﬁﬁission for Task Force



Howse. . One of the Rén armored. cars ran éver a mine and Staff Sergeant McGee
was killed by the blast. Pfc Lawrence, T/5 Graham, ard Pvt, Oastégna were all
wounded. As Lawrence was being evacuated by ambulance, friendly fighter-bombers
divebombed and straffed the road to score a direct hit on the ambulance. Law-
rence was killed as were Captain Greco, Staff Sergeant Daley, Pfc Howard, and
Pvt Cymbrak - all of the Battalion Mediea 1 Detachment, Following in a peep
behind, Staff Sergeant Graubard, T/5 Plunkett and Pfe Talley were slightly
injured. Pvt Williem E. Ware of en stepped on a mine and was blovm up and,
near Pescali, another Ren armored car ran over a mine to result in severé in-
juries tol It. Joﬁn R, Lewis, Dtai‘f Sergeant fToe lgatfbei’son, T/5 George Steele
ard Pvt Frederick Bursch, However, Ren Company did a fine Job of advancing

ard patrolling and shot ﬁp a mmber of Nazis as well as spotting énemy guns and
tanks. Lt, Dooley and ﬁis 3rd plaboon had a hot time with some enemy tanks; the
Recon men would chase the Xraut infantry before their machine guns and then.

German tanks Would.come up and & ase our. boys the other Wy e

Lit. Jackson's 1lst platoon of ugm company was working with a company of

v
W ,)'XV light tanks and the entire Spearhead was trapped by Jerry anti-tank guns and Mark

f | )H;T VI tanks as thej failed to throw out reconnsissance far encugh on their flanks,

4

A1l destroyers and the light tanks were knocked out, but all the TD men escagped

back to the lines. although It, Jackson and 9 of the men were wpmded, Jackson

and his crew hid in a culvert while Mark VI tanks and German infantry ranged

up and down the road. At an opportune moment, the growp slipped away and got

“back to friendly units. As this tragic incident occurred at Govorrano, the
. command tank of the third platoon was hit by the direct firve of a Nazi anti-tank

4 gun at Ravi. The destroyer broke into flames and Sergeant Mlen, T/5 Richson,

and Pfc Anderson were killed in the action;. Lt. Harry Smith ang Pvi Stewart,
éscaped but had to be evacuated to the hospital with severe burms.

On dune 23rd, CC YBY broke through above Roccastrada, Ashmore of #aw

comparly was wounded by a Kraut hard grenade but Battalion losses were pretity
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light thht day, Military and Partisan reports indicated that the enemy was
withdrawing all his artillery and heavy equipmeﬁt, but was leaving small groups
’oor fight rea-r guard actions. Demolitions were proving to be a very annoying
obstacle to our advance and were being plemtifully used by the Germars. o

The attack contimed as the Howse Force drove sharply ahead in the center.
Ren company re’;:umad to Battalion control for rest and reequigpent, and “C®

company received li new destroyers to bring them up to full strength,

VAR company gob credit for a Mark VI when Lt, Erskine and Staff Sergeant
Ambroson shot it eut with an unlucky “Tigér“ along the ‘I‘OB,d.’ Sighting a Krau‘b
tank, Sergeant Bowling of "A" accidentally pushed the solencid of his gun. The
gun was already loaded and the recoil of the shot slightly injured him, "BV
company's 3rd platoon knocked out a 150mm S/P gun, a 75mm anti-tank gun, and
destroyed five mortars. Lt. Jackson of "C" company was lightly wounded when a
German shell hit a mearby wall near Marittima, |

U@ company came through with a knocked out SFerdinand" as the atbtack
contimued to be pressed. UB' commny reported running into demolitions and was
being slowed down, The 2nd platoon did some direct fire at a chureh steeple

which was being used as an OP by the Germans.

Our adx?ance seemed to be following the familar patbtern of the Germans
mthdram.ng toward thelr Pisa - Florence line and only small delayi:ng forces
were fighting hard to reduce the allied rate of progress., It. Jacksoﬁ‘s ,
destroger became a "flamer® when hit by a German tank., The crew escaped with
only light wounds.

Staff Sergeant Downs and his platoon scored direct hits to smash up
two Gexman 75mm S/P gums. }va Amador rammed a shell imbo the chamber, when a

target was sighted by "C" company near Monte Rotondo, without noticing that a

. shell was already in the chamber, In the explosion, Amador was killed, and
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Sergeant Lamey and T/5 Uhl were wounded.

The I‘lrst Armored D1v131on contn.mled {o press i‘orward all along i‘bs

sector as the mori:‘bh ended. The same ty‘pe of res:.stance - demolltions 2 m.nes,

. and rear gward action was being encountered, Recon got imto a skirmish wa.!oh

enemy infantry, took a few prisoners and shot up a mmber of others. We had
no casualties.’ A "B company tank was drilled with an enemy AP ’éut,, . .nf,-?.-i}ho,ugh
the fuel tank was hib, no fire sbarted and the tank was able to go -oni Howes

ever, it soom'Tan into bad luck in the form of a mine. Happily, the enfire -

crew escaped unscathed.

On June 30th the Battalion CP was near Montecastelli, with Trains at

the Lagom sulphur sprlngs. "A" compary was several miles up the road from the

;on OP on the road to Pomarance. UBY compary was a bit below Radi¢ondoli

due south of Ss Dalinazio.

GG/ jbh

A

g cempany fon.nd itself a little to the west of S, Dalinazio. Recongmas—r ,: s .
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ATAIDD DURING TLL

B 1 = 30 S 1944

Juring ¢ .is perded Purple feart .edals were kmarded o tha Tollewing
persc el of the tattallion Jur sounds reculved in action agzulnet the snemy 1

Sgt. Donaid J. Blank, 332586805, To. 7 23,
Pl vereiildo Turals, 380115%2, Jo. "a*® 2L,
5 Joun 4. Terebson, 302104, So. ¥aT 25,

vt Topald Thoat, 12033302, Lo, *3Y 26.
Irl ieorse K. 3aith, 33119934, Jo. FOT 27.

Allea Z. Sedth, 13117348, Co. %a°
Vincert L. Lefallie, 32756111, Io. ®a®
Armegt 0. Ctalmaksr, 58354360, o, 77
laxie J. Pagran, 34171585, fen. oo
Wl Frams ¥, Cady, IIT, GRO453L, lo #39
lesnard L. Jokerst, J7i3203%, lo, 7o-

28,
29.
3L.
32,
33.

/5
vt

p
int
7/5

T/5nelph I, albertsezn, 3725344, So. BOF Be
T/5 lscrge H. laythe, 310776, Se. *ET 3.
Plfe &lirec <. Saviss, 1GB00342, lp. BT 3

Pvb. Lloyd rFarks, 32333168, Jo. =350
Cpl Leveston Moady, 370885629, fo. ™77 38.
Ple dexes J. Smsella, JIDFTLSD, Co. ARY 35,
5/5gh "{ilisn A Blankenshiy, 5583353, o ®3%4G.
b Thsdins & seawer, 32026951, Ca. ¥07 41,
ist Lt Bobert ¥ Seibby, CLITO195, Jo. #0912,
Capl Jono ¥. Irdoht, QBL5084, Co. 2.7 43,
vt “ebber Jansfield, 35119163, Co, "av,

37.

Pvl. Jossph J. Rubsselal, 311917,
T/5 dom T. Trezpa, I25BLES2, Gp.%AF
/55t #ilten R Turmer,3aOB88236, Co 4
Cpl Lewis ¥ “marson, 15047326, Zo 4.
Pfe Zoy 2. Talley, 34147322, Hg Zo.

Opl Norman F. ladme, 11000122, Qo 4.
T/L Zdward Z. Soott, 5938943, Co 3.
I/5 leorge “taele, 3i088760, Ren o,

Pyt Tmide Jastagna, 3A20913,Ren fo.
Z/let Jos ¥ Patterson, ¥, 14735),Bon Jo
¥l rrederizr ¢ Barsch,6662%47 Bzn Co
Tyl Trosas ¥ Aarrington, 32175867, 8 &
Tt hoy L. keen; 207LE§73, Do, RS
apk fobert F Ooilds Ce323%, 43 Jo
2 L Joon %, lewis, J1321838% kou fe

e Tosd ©. Bommmn, 370R2877, Go g
Pre franeis J Beatly,33776632, $o *C¥

cght Avdersen Sowllng,35i585%98,00 4%
Sl Iyle T Ashmors, 37343141, o *&?
$/3gt Irving Sraubard,32058908,33 Co
1/5 Sard i Plunkett, 36931971, Hq O

Cak Zoal {luslers wers awarded, in sdultien 1o Liw Furply eart previcusiy
awarded, &n bhn follosin medders of ths Batbillen for sounds received ingd action
szainst Lha envwy:

lst It "aller w. .ovuless, CIR23548, So " 7. Opl Lewis . Tserson, IEIRT32%, So A
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FhOl: 5 Aricy Jatea Feb 7 19hiy - No. 0058
seceived 18L8/07 19Li Decoded by (33K) Chec-ed by(GC)

76 701 Tu Bn

MR 12L9 dove two (2) comnanies(701 Tu)seven xero one %are dog Bat* . lion
without deay to ooncentrat@on area number 2 at Nisida X Paren from 5 army actionv‘
%0 IT Coros Information fo VI Corns adv VI Corps rear CVa 701 Tw Bathalion,
tieut Col williiams, Rot Ferry Conbrol Sth Army Adv CP, PB3 Paren reoresentative
renort to Lt Col williams,:Ferry Gontrol, Pory Commandant bldg Waples at once.
Upon grrival they are relieved from abtachment IT Corns and atbached VI Gorns,
Coofdinate move with transnoriation Section 5th army. 1 and 2/3 units of fire‘

and otherwise normal basic loads will be carried upon embarkation. Vehicles

will be restricted to necessary minimm 0716374
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HEADQUART AHS SIXTH AHNURED INFANTRY ’ / féé
APO 251, c¢/o Postmaster, N,Y., N.Y.

15 January 19Lh.
SUBJECT: Commendation.

70 : The Artillery Officer, lst Armored Division,
APO 251, U. 3, Army. .

1. I desire to express the aporeciation of the officers and men of this
Regiment for the excellent support and cooperation given this Regiment by the
Divisional Artillery in our recent engagement on Mount Porchia. We all feel
that your support was a definite factor in our success. Every request was ful-
filled immedlately and accurately and the Sixth Armored Infantry has confidence
and respect for your ability as supporting troops. :

2. T request thab this letter be brought to the attenbion’of all arbillery
units under your direction.

PAUL STEELE,
Colonel, &th Armored Infantry,
Commanding.

kst Ind. . M#D/npt
HEADQUARTZRS DIVISION ARYTILEKY, FIRST U.S. ARMORED DIVISION, APO 251, c/o
Postmaster, N.Y., N.Y., 16 January 194i. :

T0: Commanding Officer, 27th, 68th and 91st Arm'd F. A. Battalions;
Commanding Officer, 70lst Ty Battalion, APO 251, U. S. Army.

It gives me great pleasure to forward to you for your informstion the
above letbter of commendation. It is desired that the above lebier be pub-
lished so that all persomnel of your battalion are informed of it. .

/s/ M. W. Qaniel i
- M. W. DANTEL,
Colonel, Field Arbillery,
Comanding.

2nd Ind. JBW/th
Hg 701st TD Bn., APO 251, US Army, 17 Jamiary 19Lk. )

To: A1 Oompanies.
Basic letter will be read to all persomnel,

For the Commanding Officer: /7 '

ASE B. ;QM; .

Capt., 701st.TD Bn.;
Acbg. Adjubtant




