
BASTOOQE IN 1944 
by 

Everett L. Morgan 

The 609 Tank Destroyer Battalion (TDBn) arrived i n 
Bastogne frcm Thionville, France on the Mosselle River ,i-.on 
Dec. 19, 1944. 

After staying there for a night or two, the 3rd Platoon 
C CcBTpany was asked to go to Neuville, Belgium, which was 
about eight miles northwest of Bastogne. There was also a 
small town c a l l e d Foye about one mile south of Neuville. 

This group included abait two-thirds of 3rd Platoon C 
Corpany 609 TDBn. L t . Heggens was platoon leader and Rob­
e r t T. Mays ves s t a f f sergent or platoon sergent. 

One gun crew had Sgt. Beaster as tank conmander. Corp­
o r a l Colby Ricker as gunner. E l v i e McManus vas loader and 
John Penziwater vas a s s i s t a n t driver to driv e r David Wilson, 
who was h i t the night before at Neuville. Another TD had 
George Fuchs, driver; S l i c k Donahue as gunner; Frank Adkins 
as the loader. This was the one taken over by David Duncan 
as connander the next day, a t Neuville. 

The security section had Sgt. Horton, who got h i t that 
night, as leader, Everett Morgan, Paul Chesnee, James Bl e s s -
ington, Joe Bernard, Kenneth DeHayes, Albert A i e l l o , with 
Oliver Dew as driver. This group was transported i n an M-10 /y^ 
armored car personnel c a r r i e r . 

David Duncan vas a member the f i r s t day but next day 
took over the TD that had had Donahue as gunner, with Morgan 
taking ccrrmand of the security section. 

Another tank included Sgt. P i Ion as carrander and h i s 
crew: gunner J u s t i n Double, loader Calvert, driver Bob Kurz, 
and a s s i s t a n t d r i v e r Hughes. 

I was a PFC a t that time i n the security section, or a 
rifleman. 

I t was there a t Neuville that Sgt. Horton was h i t by 
shrapnel and taken to the ai d station. Also PFC Paul Chesnee, 
a s s i s t a n t driver, and Dave Wilson, dr i v e r for one of the de­
stroyers. We had a r t i l l e r y barrage a l l night there and got 
through the a r t i l l e r y barrage without any more c a s u a l t i e s . 
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The weather V B S rainy and foggy a l l t h i s time. We got very 
l i t t l e r e s t that night and awoke the next morning to a large 
barrage of a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 

The second day VVQS as foggy and bad as the f i r s t except you 
could see a l i t t l e farther. 

We looked northwest of Neuville on a road and therevas a 
long column of every type of armored equipnent you could think 
of. 

Sgt. Beaster, with Corporal Ricker as gunner and E l v i e 
IVicManus as loader, shot s i x of these tank when they got h i t 
d i r e c t l y above the dr i v e r John Penziwater's head. This set 
the anmmition on f i r e and a t e r r i f i c explosion followed. 
Penziwater never knew what h i t him and burned up i n the de­
stroyer. Beaster , Ricker, and McManus were blown out on the 
ground and we took than down to the aid station, about 100 
yards. They recovered i n hospitals l a t e r . 

I t was about that time the enemy sent over a group of 
Screaming Meemies which scared you to death. I t vas more 
psychological than anything. 

I looked up through a hole i n the fog and clouds and heard 
planes, and saw 21 Genran planes trying to ccme down to s t r a f e 
us but the fog closed up again. 

We received orders to return to Bastogne, to the southeast, 
through Foye but were being shelled on the road so had to go out 
i n the f i e l d s . 

Our M-10 armored car got stuck and was pulled out by Duncan's 
TDvdth George Fuchs as driver. 

We were glad to get back into Bastogne again but had l o t s of 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e there. 

A few days l a t e r Staff Sgt. Robert T. Mays, who vas platoon 
sgt. when we went into Bastogne, along with TD cormander John C. 
PiIon vdth one TD and Sgt. David Duncan and crew went out south 
of Bastogne to t r y and get through the encirclanent blockade of 
Bastogne. Pilon's destroyer was h i t , burned up, and l o s t the 
driver Bob Kurz and a s s i s t a n t driver Hughes were k i l l e d . 

Duncan's d r i v e r George Fuchs got t h e i r destroyer turned 

around and brought the r e s t of them back to town. 
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While i n Bastcqne, 15 or 20 of us stayed i n a large 
building with a dentist and h i s wife, both about 78 years 
old. They had two daughters, one 17, and the other was 
married to an army o f f i c e r i n the Belgian army. They a l s o 
had a two-year-old g i r l who had l o s t her parents i n the 
war. 

On ChristiTHS Eve, the two g i r l s were going to make 
us a Christmas cake. We had a l l moved to the baseinent. 

The only sugar they had was sugar i n cubes which we 
were told to crush. We were working on a large table 
downstairs and were j u s t about finished crushing the cubes 
when a bonb frcm a plane h i t the hospital that was next 
door and set i t a f i r e , mixing p l a s t e r frcm the c e i l i n g 
with our crushed sugar, so that fixed our cake. 

We were lucky that we were i n the basement, as the 
bomb blew out a l l the windows i n the house above us, leaving 
j u s t a s h e l l . One s h e l l did cone i n the window but didn't 
explode. 

When the bcmb h i t the hospital, a Belgian c i v i l i a n nurse, 
Renee LeMaire, was k i l l e d and burned up i n that, with her 
pdiients. I had helped her set up the hospital j u s t four or 
f i v e days before, helping her carry supplies. 

Later, while we were surrounded, the A i r Force para­
chuted supplies to us withI d i f f e r e n t colored chutes according 
to supplies, food, airmunition, etc., Two or three days l a t e r 
a l l the ladies and g i r l s i n Bastogne appeared with newly 
made blouses of blue, red, white, etc. 

We were there i n Bastogne for several more days and then 
were sent out to LongChairps and Monteville about seven miles to 
the northwest on another road to help the armored infantry 
several times. They were mostly holding the area which was 
west and southwest of Neuville as the Germans were trying to 
retake i t . 

We went back to Bastogne a f t e r a few days duty and my 
section and another section were sent by L t . Heggens east of 
Bastogne to help guard the road into town. 

After a few more days we could see the flashes of a r t i l l e r y 
at night and Patton and the 10th Armored were caring to rescue 
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I t was here a few days before Christinas that Gen. 
McAuliffe told the Germans "Nuts" when they asked him to 
surrender. 

After the road was opened south out of town, the 
Germans t r i e d to get back, but l o t s of them were cap­
tured and turned thanselves i n . 

We spearheaded a force out through Moneteville and 
LongChamps past Cobru and chased than west of Neuville 
where we l e f t the column, going back to Bastogne through 
Neuville, Foye, then Bastogne. 

This i s to the best of my knowledge what happened 
at Bastogne. Perhaps i t i s too much but I can think of 
a l o t more that happened. 

This small piece of paper with a prayer for c l e a r i n g 
weather and l i f t i n g of the fog was given to us by Head­
quarters while we were i n Bastogne. 

The weather did c l e a r and the fog leave so the U.S. 
planes could drive the enemy planes frcm the sky. 

This irade a believer out of ms. 

, P R A T E R • \ 

LMlGHTi' and jnosi merciful Falhcr. •»;c humbly beseech Thee, of 

Thy grjal goodness, lo restrain Ihcje immoderate rains- t)\\h. '^hich 
•.je haoc had to contend. Grant us, fair »Jcather for BatlU; Graciously hearken lo us 'a i -

soldiers who call upon Thee .thai armed with Thy power, we may advance from • 

victory to victory, and crush the oppression and wickedness of our enemies, and, 

establish Thy justice among men and nations. .\men, • , 
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HEADQUARTERS:; ; i 

.THIRD UNITED STATES' A R M ^ 

0 each officer and soldier in. Ihe Third Unilei Slates Army, 1 wish .a .-̂  

Merry. Christmas, i haoe full confidence- in your courage. .dev.'olu>;-, _ 

to. duly, and skilliij;'bajtlt •'We march in our might io complete victory. May Goc's^ 

blessing res! upon exhof you on this Christmas Day. '. ' ' • r 

. .'t.-v / G. S. P A T T O N . JR., 

Lieutenant General, •• 

• . • ;'' Commanding, Third Unite J Stales Arir.-, j 

The A i r Force was able to bring i n amno, food, supplies 
by parachute and glide r s . Although I did see seme C-47's shot 
down or h i t i n one motor but i t dropped off and i t l e f t on one 
engine. Another crashed i n as the p i l o t was h i t . I t exploded 
into a big black f i r e of f u e l . 

Everett L. N5organ ./ 

(Date) 
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