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TAIIK DESTRO-fER I!':--DRr.'J\TIO!I ) 
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SECTION I - CTiULA-r ir j rc?0;Ti' OF TAI IK DESTROYER U I : I T S 
S E C T I O ! ' I I • . mn: DEST-KT.SJC I I T COIIB/IT 
SECTIOi: I I I - mr/i DEisv.'KiYr.t T A C T I C S 
SECTIOi! I V 
SKCTibi; V . - TECHinc j i r c i . w • , 
SECTIOi; V I - . F I E L D E:u=EDir- :s • • • 
bscT ion V I I •CH>-.rGES-i;; T A J L S S OF ORG/JTIZ/iTIOK Al̂ T) E ' - I U I R E I I T 
S E C T I O F V I I I - C01iBi-.T TIPS ; • 
SECTio;; I X - TPJ.I1TI!'3 Pj;irFORCS:E!!TS . , 
SECTIOI" A - PARIiAI'T OFFICERS ' . ' -
SECTio:: X I . - lilFOIOi/.TION — EDUC^.TIOK HiOaRAi.I ; ^ 
sscTio;- X I I - TAIIK DESTROYER THOO? LIST. 

SECTIOn I 

C,tt!UL/.TIVE PJ)?ORT OF TJJ'K DESTROYER TJIITS TO S i J/JIJARY 

' TOTAL TOWi TOTya TOTAL ROUIfDS ROW'DS 
, . BATTALION • T^llKS • SP GUilS ARTY t AT GKTS ROTJTDS ^ FIPilD FIRED 

!•'> DESTROYED DESTROYED DESTROYED FIRED DIRECT I?T)IP^CT 

602 35 7 39 7753 4 2 3 4 3519 
. 603 , " . 48 ^ 21 29 13279 6 1 3 5 ' 7064 

, 607 • • . 53 22 . •• 21 • . 59155 7169 51986 

J':- • 609 : , \5 • . 3 • •>.. 
G6 - n < i f , 

. 8 . • ' . •.: 

11 • 14856 1200 . 13556 J':-
• . -610 

, \5 • . 3 • •>.. 
G6 - n < i f , 

. 8 . • ' . •.: 
„..-. , 24 G717 3S17 32i'X) 

?i;y; . 
,.'630 

, \5 • . 3 • •>.. 
G6 - n < i f , 

. 8 . • ' . •.: ' . 1 . ' 710 199 511 

?i;y; . 631 ( 1 ) •' •• 
654 52 7 • ' 3 0 • 9161 5339 3882 

f .̂ 691 6 2 . • • • • • 1 8801 - 1797' 7004 , 
.. . 704 . 43 3 , . . 1402 758 • 644 

705 IC 5 z S764 1909 . 1855 •, 
773' 104 19 26 10417 7249" 3168 • 

.774 5 • • 11 27975 7312 20663 • 
• 802 4 , . 2 18 17027 6389 10538 

V 803 12 3309 77 3232 
807 ' . '19 40170 13220 26950 
808 , • • -4 . ' 5 . . 27520 3045 24275 • 
611 • 3 • 11 . . . 11 

. , .818 32 \ • 1 4 • 19988 - . 2924 17064 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the tanks and s e l f - p r o p e l l e d guns des t royed as shoiftTi above, 
T h i r d Army TanJ; Dea t royers have a l s o des t royod 33G machine guns, 431 p i l l b o x e s , 
and 861 o t l i e r t a r g e t s , i n c l u d i n g a r t i l l e r y prime movers , GP v e h i c l e s . Ops, AAA 
guns , t r o o p t r a i n s , aminuni t ion dumps, a i r p l a n e s , e t c . . 

( 1 ) Hot y e t i n a c t i o n . .. ,. . , .•. ' • . ' ; / ' , ; ^ t 
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SECTIOK' I I ' 

• ; TANK DESTHOYsns IN coKBAT;> ' :i ^ 

,.G07TII TAin: DESTROYSit Bi'.T?ALIO?I ( S P ) : " ' ' 

S i t u a t i o r . ?'ot 1; (See S^etcn 

A tarUc d e s t r o y e r p l a t o o n was s u p p o r t i n g OTL I n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n i n t h e a s s a u l t 
t h r o u g h a f o r t i f i e a t o r . n . I h e p l a t o o n v/as assembled i n the v i c i n i t y o f houses Z -28 , 
34 and 3 2 . The i n f a n t r y had t a s e n and oleareci a l l o f b l ocks J , R and S and b u i l d ­
ings IG t o , 33 i n b l o c k T . "he i n f a n t r y cooiuav.der r eques ted f i r e bo p laced on a 
p i l l b o x betv;een T - 1 and 2 t o n e u t r a l i z e i t -.rjiilo t h o y a s s a u l t e d the rm: o f houses 
T-10 t o 1 5 . The i n f a n t r y com.-'.if.nder v.auted ' t ' lo ' p l u t o o n l eade r t o send a des t r oye r - -
up Rath o t r a s s e , bu t f rom a stv'.cy o f the iiiap the p l a t o o n l eader cons idered t h e use 
o f " t h i s r o u t e imprac t l ' oub l e because o f '.indue oxposure f rom enemy ho ld t e r r i t o r y of 
b l o c k K and C» The I n f a n t r y conanandBr in fo rmed the p l a t o o n l e ade r t h a t the r o a d 
r u n n i n g t h r o u g h b l o c k 3 near S-24 v/as open and n t . s sub l e , t h a t h i s men TJere u s i n g 
i t . As t h i s gave a covered r o u t e , t l ie platoo; . : l e ade r sent a .des t roye r • t o proceed , 
over t h i s r o u t e t o a f i r i n g p o s i t i o n botv.oer. .>-C> and 6 . The d e s t r o y e r l e f t , b u t 
i t s convnander found the road was no t pa.ssaMe TO v e h i c l e s due t o f a l l e n t r e e s and 
d e b r i s . He r e t u r n e d and r e p o r t e d t h i s t o th ' ) . v l i i toon l e a d e r , v;ho immed ia t e l y made 
a f o o t reconna issance o f the r o u t e and v e r l f i - d t h a t i t was impassab l o . He c o n ­
t i n u e d i l l s reconnaissance and found a p o s s i b l e r ou t e t o another f i r i n g p o s i t i o n a t 
the Tes t end o f T - 1 6 , but v;as unable t o make a d e t a i l e d reconnaissance due t o 
heavy m or t a r f f r e betwoon T-27 and 2 9 . Tne p l a t o o n l e ade r r e t u r n e d and suggested 
t h a t a t a n k make the reconnaissance inasmuch as a t a n k would have the b e n e f i t o f a 
covered t u r r e t . Th is vJas agreed upo:; and the t a n k proceeded t o the proposed f i r ­
i n g p o s i t i o n and , i n a d d i t i o n , c l s a r o d a l i n e o f f i r e t o the p i l l b o x by s h o o t i n g a 
hole i n the w a l l t h a t runs f rom T-27 t o T - 9 . I t t h e n .v.'ithdrow and tho t a n k des ­
t r o y e r p l a t o o n l e ade r ivas in f o rmed t h a t tho r ou t e was c l e a r and the f i r i n g p o s i ­
t i o n good. The d o s t r o y o r t h o n proceoded a t a r a p i d r a t e t o t l i e p o s i t i o n v/hioh 
tho t a n l : had r o c o n n o i t o r e d , rur^-.ing t h r o u g h tho m o r t a r f i r o . I t f i r e d t e n rounds 
i n t o tho p i l l b o x , r . o u t r a l i z i n g i t v r t t h ponot r a t i ons ' . "• ' . 

f C o n c l u s i o n : .J 

Persona l rcoor j ia i ssanoa o f r ou t es i s most e s s e n t i a l . Comploto rooonnaissanos 
must bo mado on f o o t v/henoTCr p o s s i b l e . ' VHiat may appear t o bo a good r o u t e t o 
scn-3 i s no t a good r o u t o t o a t a n k e r or t a n k d e s t r o y e r man. A good uso o f t 'Unks. 
f o r reoonnaissuncu under f i r a i s h e r o d e mo nc t r u t o d . Tankers v e r i f y passable 
r ou t es f o r tanks or t a i i i : d e s t r o y e r s . ' Coord in i i t a c l o s e l y w i t h o the r arms. ' 

I : 

ft. 
i ' l '^y\^y 

^ e t o h i i ' l to Accocipai^ S i t u a t i o n Ho. 1 ' \ 

.r..fc«*'"̂  



S l t u n t i o n ' l o . 2 i (Soo Skotol i pZ) '• - • 

P i l l b o x P-4 vfus d iacovorod by I n f a n t r y tind p r o l i n i n a r y f i r o f rom a t a n k dos ­
t r o y o r p laood on i t f rom p o i n t - C , ' t a o o k i n g dovra t ' ;o brieve camouflugo . Hmiovnr, a 
b r i c k v ; a l l and g r ou t q u a n t i t i e s o f d o b r i s aiid dcraoi ishod box cars on tho t r a c k s ^ 
p a r t i a l l y o b s t r u c t o d the vio\ and no a t t empt was lu-do t o c l e a r f i e l d o f f i r o . 

• T w o n t y - f i v o rounds i n groups 10-10-5 woro f i r e d t o pers.uady tho J e r r i o a t o g i ve u p . 
Fo a p o c i f i c p o i n t v.'as p i cked t o f i r o upon . Dos t r oyo r ii j ion movod t o p o i n t D t o got 
a b o t t o r imglo o f imp j . c t . o t i l l not onougli o f f o r t was nudo t o knock away somo o f 
t h o T. 'u l l t h a t was o b s t r u c t i n g v i s i o n , the J e r r i o s , oxoop t/ f o r tho HOC? wore p o r -
guadod t o g ive u p . Eng inoors t h o n blov/ a holo i n doorway. Gas fumas overcame tho 
KCO. . , , , 

Lesson; • 

Uso (I fov; e x t r a rounds t o c l e a r tho f i e l d o f . f i r e * Thon p i c k a p o i n t ( i f 
a p e r t u r e i s s t i l l obscured , choose a p o i n t 10 f o o t dovm and 10 f e e t i n from a c o r ­
ner ) , and s t a r t pound ing . Ten rounds o f APC do the j o b i f p a t t e r n i s good . 
Ho. 5 and Ko. 10 m i gh t w o l l b o IIE v . l t h TIOS iuf-e or de lay fuze s o t t i n g . 

® Foh MitK^ DerailP-4" 2<?-S 

Sketch %Z t o Accompany S i t u a t i o n Ho. 2 

S i t u a t i o n l-o. 3 ; (Seo Sketch #3 ) • 

P i l l b o x South o f D-56 was tho o b j o o t i v o . A squad o f i n f a n t r y p l u s somo• 
bng inoors were b rough t t o house J - 1 . A d e s t r o y e r was b rough t t o opening South o f 
house J - 1 5 . At 1400 snoko wc-.s p laced on houses and h i g h ground Hjorth o f p i l l b o x , ' 
The d o s t r o y o r then moved T'est about 75 yards i n order t o shoot pas t b u i l d i n g J - I O . 
Tho d o s t r o y o r f i r e d 5 rounds-APC a t doorv;ay o f p i l l b o x . Duo t o haze, t a r g e t was 
no t c lo^ur ly v i s i b l e so an a u x i l i a r y a iming p o i n t -yvas usod f o r b o t h range and do -
f l e c t i o n ( a c t u a l s e t t i n g s usod v.'ore 6 loads and 7 0 0 ) . The f i r s t round ( a s i g h t i n g 
s h o t ) vfc.s sensed' by a l a t e r a l observer ( p l a t o o n s e rgean t ) and the s e t t i n g s m e n t i o n ­
ed above a r r i v e d a t f o r d e l i v e r y o f f o u r succeed ing r o u n d s . H o r t a r s swept hpusos 
D-35 t o 28 and F-2o t o 26 and Q-14 t o 19 . The i n f a n t r y jumped o f f a f t e r the ' 5 t h 
round and procoodad t o the p i l l b o x v;hioh f e l l v ; i t h o u t f u r t h e r a c t i o n . F ivo 
J o r r i o s s u r r o n d e r o d . One. l e f t boh ind i n tho p i l l b o x v/as doad. The 'enginoors -
fo l lovMid up c l o s e l y v/ i th con ipcs i t i on 2 and blow t h o p i l l b o x l A l l Amoricans r o -
tu r r i od t o s t a r t i n g p o i n t s . A c t i o n s t a r t e d a t 1400 and ondod a t 1410 w i t h tho e x ­
p l o d i n g o f the C2 . .. 

Connont i . . . • >>. 

Th is i s an o x c o l l o n t oxt jnplo o f a v/ol l o r gan i z ed o p o r a t i o n . I l o t o t h u t p i l l ­
box was blown t o p revent i t s b e i n g r e t a k e n by the onony; t h i s ' p o i n t has boon 
found t o bo h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t . ' 

' SECRET 
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D e t a i l o f P-4 i n Sketch ITo. 2 . 
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V ' , PILLBOX , .. 

s k e t c h t o Aooru:J^.viv i i v u i ^ r o v , - o . 3 
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T f t V ' S i t u a t i o n I Io . 4 : (Soo Skotoh ?;t4) 

SBCaST 

, Tho gun oonmundor r o c o n n o i t o r o d a oovorod r o u t o t o a f i r i n g p o s i t i o n 150 yards 
f rom o p i l l b o x . Ang lo o f f i r o 10° f rom r i g h t . a n j l o s t o face o f p i l l b o x . A t t h i s 
p o s i t i o n tho r i g h t h a l f o f noar s ide was no t v i s - b l o duo t o i n t o r v o n i n g • b u i l d i n g s . 

{ f i r ' i . Tho gun oontiandor i s l o c t o d ' t o shoot a t a ' p o i n t on the b l a n k w a l l about 15 f o e t f rom 
' .. t h e l e f t hand odgo and 4 f o o t f rom IOTTOT edge of tho p i l l b o x . Fi'/e rounds o f APC 

were f i r o d . Tho gun oonmunder r e p o r t e d ho though t the f o u r t h round pene t r a t ed and 
know tho f i f t h r ound had p o n e t r a t e d . S i x IVs wero t a k e n .Out o f t h i s p i l l b o x . Thoy 
cea" ou t p r i o r t o I c f r . n t r y . .ES. .U1 ' : nd d i d no t show any p h y s i c a l o f f e p t f rom t h o 
rounds f i r e d . Tho H's wore ve ry anxious t o knm/ V.-hat k i n d o f " s u p e r " weapon vre . 
used wh i ch c o u l d go t i i r o u g h t h o i r " i np rugn i . . b l e " p i l l b o x . They hud g i v e n up OS soon 

, as t h o y scvf t l i e p i l l b o x c o u l d be p e n e t r a t e d . . V • 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o f tho p i l l b o x ' v r a s as r ep resen ted i n ske t ch # 4 . This i s r e p r o ­
duced f rom a s k e t c h made o f the p a r t i c u l a r p i l l b o x doso r ibod i n t h o above s i t u a ­
t i o n . The conoro to was a vory good q u a l i t y ' v ; i t h r e i n f o r c i n g s t e e l about ovory 12 
inches b o t h i n v i i d t h and d e p t h th r oughou t e n t i r - ; v / a l l . 

rrPlCAL of P/LL&OXLS Ih SAAPlAl/riQfV AI^IFA 

Outo-Wot/S -

2' \ 
Thati /o c e "fo MG Pis 4-" 

- Z " 

Sketch #4 t o Accompany S i t u a t i o n s I Io. ' 4 h ,5 

{ I n the f o l l o v/ ing s i t u a t i o n - : . l Io . 5 - t h e saiho diagram as i n S i t u a t i o n I Io . 4 
w i l l be usod . I t vms Xound t h a t most o f t h o p i l l b o x o s Wore o f t h o samo bas i c 
c o n s t r u c t i o n v/hothor thoy had one or f i v o f j . r i n g p o r t s and whothor t h o r o wore two 
or moro comportmonts . vriioro t h o r o aro s e v e r a l compartmonts , each ono i s o o n s t r u o t -
od t o bo f ought i n d e p e n d e n t l y , ovon. i f t h o o t h e r i s d e s t r o y o d . Howovor, i n most . 
o f tho p i l l b o x e s we a s s a u l t e d the Germans d i d n o t f i g h t them i n t h i s mannnrj i . e . , 
t hoy wou ld leave i n n e r doors opon ( ( p r o b a b l y when r e t r e a t i n g from t h r o a t e n o d oom-
p a r t n o n t ) ) so t h a t fumes and .concussion f rom ^ lE .or comont dus t from,APC would 
d r i v o ou t the o c c u p a n t s ) . . . . i ' i , • 



S i t u a t i o n Ifo. 5 ; (Soe Skotoh < 4 ) ' 

>- " • Seconnaiasanca d i s c l o s e d t h a t tho o n l y c«vored, r o u t o t o a p o i n t f rom w h i c h tho 
" t a r g e t eou ld bo f i r o d upon fl-om a p r o t e c t e d p o s i t i o n , endod u t -an in to l^von ing shod 

w i t h a r oa r w a l l o f b r i c k . • Enginoors a s s i s t e d by b l o w i n g a holo t h r o u g h t h i s w a l l 
arxi t h o t a n k d o s t r o y o r was t h e n able t o f i r o from a covered p o s i t i o n . Tho p o r t i o n 
o f t h o p i l l b o x oxposod v;us d oornor (soo. s k e t c h -fi^)'. Tho gunnor c ou ld soo a p p r o x i ­
ma t e l y 8 inohos o f tho .mach ine gun a p o r t u r o . The gun commander o l o c t o d t o shoot 
a t the a p e r t u r e , though t h o ajaglo o f f i r o would be about 40° from p e r p e n d i c u l a r . 
S i x rounds o f APC v;ero f i r o d , f o l l ovrad by t\vo rounds HE v/ i th T-105 f u i o . Tv/o o f 
tho s i x rounds o f APC h i t t h o p o r t i o n o f the armor p l a t e o f t l ie machine gun a p o r ­
t u r o oxposod t o viov/ and-bo th ro lmds p o n e t r r . t o d , g o ing i n s i d e and caus ing c o n s i d e r ­
able drjnago. Tho o t h e r rounds h i t one s ido or the o the r o f tho embrasure and . 
r i c h o o h o t o d o f f v/ i thout o f f e c t . Tho tv/o rounds v/hioh p e n e t r a t e d ; knocked o f f tho 
i n n e r doors o f t lx ) cor ipar 'bnont, smashing tho i nne r p a r t i t i o n v / a l l . Tho occupants 
s u r r o n d o r e d . - . ^ ' 

The lossons t o bo l ea rned f rom tho above s i t u a t i o n s (iTos. 4 and 5) a r o : 

( 1 ) To o b t a i n p e n e t r a t i o n , a l l shots must bo as c l o s e l y bunched as p o s s i b l e . 
( 2 ) Ono round i s s u f f i c i e n t t o p o n o t r i . t u tho armor p l a t e a t t h u machine gun 

a p e r t u r e and t h e r e f o r e t h i s i s the bost p o i n t t o h i t i f i t i s a t a l l p o s s i b l e . 
( 3 ) - To o b t a i n maximura o f f o o t aga ins t personi-El i n s i d e tho p i l l b o x , fo l l ov/ ' 

up v/ i th H E do l a y fuze a f t e r p e n e t r a t i o n i s o b t a i n e d . 

Dur ing the d i s c u s s i o n t h a t fo l lov/od a confpronco on t l ie above s i t u a t i o n s , 
t h o f o l l ov/ ing p o i n t s v/oro b r ough t o u t : . 

( 1 ) U n i v e r s a l oxpor ionco o f our gunners v/as t h a t HE v/ i th T-105fu»» o b t a i n ­
ed p r a c t i c a l l y no e f f e c t ( i . e . , appeared t o get o n l y lov/ order b u r s t ) when f i r o i 
a g a i n s t a p i l l b o x . a t a range o f l oss t h a n 1200 y a r d s . . -. 

( 2 ) T.'hon tho p i l l b o x t a r g e t i s i n d i s t i n c t , duo t o e i t h o r d i s t a n c e or haze , 
i t f r e q u e n t l y he lps t o aim at a d i s t i n c t p o i n t ( i . e . , t o p of fenoo p o s t , t r e e 
f o r k , e t c . ) and by them t a k i n g a p p r o p r i a t e loads and e l e v a t i o n d i f f o r o n c o i n tho 
t e l e s c o p i c s i g h t f rom t h i s p o i n t , or a ro fo renoo p o i n t t o a d j u s t on tho p i l l b o x . 
Once a h i t i s ob t a ined i n t?io proper a r ea , the gunner , by u s i n g tho sajjio l ead and 
e l e v a t i o n f rom t h i s p o i n t , v / i l l be able t o - p l a c e tho rorardnder o f h i s shots i n 
the samo p lace on tho t a r g e t . ^ . 

( T ) Tho b o s t p lace t o h j ^ on a b l a n l : v/all o f a p i l l b o x i s a p o i n t about 10 
f e e t from the odgo and aboutr 10 f o e t f rom the t o p h o r i z o n t a l l i n o . Th is v r i l l 
a l l o w a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 t o 8 f o e t f o r t l i e . s i d o n a i l s and tho r o o f and on a l l p i l l - • 
boxes oxrjninod .v/ould havo avo ided bo th o u t s i d o v/alls and i n s i d e p a r t i t i o n s raid 
v/ould have ob t a ined p e n e t r a t i o n i n t o ono o f the rooms i n tho p i l l b o x . 
(Conmandiiig O f f i c e r , 607th Ti'Jik Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) . '•• 

C30TE TAinc DESTR0\1;R ai'xTTJXIOi; ( T J ^ D ) : 

Dur ing n i g h t 16 '- 17 Dooombor onony tar-ks and i n f a n t r ; ' c o n t i n u e d liOTeriont 
T o s t . Enemy tanks and i n f a n t r y o v e r r an "lAHIlACH, p o s i t i o n o f tho i s t Hoconnaissance 
P l a t o o n and Company " D " , " ,' ' I n f r . n t r y . Two t anks and otie h a l f t r a c k kiiov/n 
dos t royod by roconnaissanco p l a t o o n . (Tho two tanks wore kr.ocken out ty Cp l 
Danie ls v/ i th a r o c k e t l a u n c h e r ) . 
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• n 

On 17 December eix-my con t inued move T 'os t . Tv/o guns, 2d p l a t o o n , Cocpany ' ' 3 " , 
i n inji'SH/.USEl' c on t i nued t o h o l d t h e i r p o s i t i o n v/ i th onomy f oo t t r o ops a t t c n p t i n g 
t o c u t road boh ind them. l!o f u r t h o r v/ord f r c n t h i s s e c t i o n of 2d p l a t o o n , Co::;-
pany " B " , but r e p o r t e d t o bo h o l d i n g out a t iJUllSHAUSEH. 

. At 180500 i n f a n t r y suppor t o f 3d P l a t o o n , Company " B " , was' gono ar.d a t C53q 
t h o r ema in ing tv/o guns v/oro a t t a c k e d and o v o r r u n . D u r i n g days 16 - 17 Doceiibor 
t h i s p l a t o o n knocked out 14 Gorman t a n k s , 1 SSmm s o l f - p r o p e l l o d gun, s e v e r a l 
g ene ra l purpose v o h i c l o s and'.about 300 onomy i n f a n t r y . ' 

At 181400 tho tv;o guns o f 1 s t P l a t o o n , Company " B " , rioar ESCHVTEILER v/ero 
a t t a c k e d by Goman i n f a n t r y , b u t de termined t o h o l d t h o i r p o s i t i o n s , tho guns took 
tho onomy undor d i r e c t IE and. machine gun f i r o and sucooedod i n b r o t i k i n g up f i r s t 
a t t a c k by k i l l i n g ovor 100 enoriy. At 1500 t h i s s e c t i o n v/as f o r c ed by f l a n k i n g 
f i r o t o des t roy t h e i r guns and drop back on f o o t as t h e y had no i n f t v n t r y s u p p o r t . 
A t 1700 tho s e c t i o n o f 1s t P l a t o o n , Compijiy " D " a t DEREHBACH v/as a t t a c k e d by t a n k j 
w i t h i n f a n t r y r i d i n g on thorn, a n d , by s u r p r i s e f i r o a t a range o f 400 yards des ­
t r o y e d 1 J lark ' '7 ta iJ : . r j i d ti io i n f a n t r y r i d i n g on i t . Th is f o r c e d t > » o the rs t o -i 
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JpSoth TtmJ: Dos t r o/ap^ ' ^ c^ t^ l i on (Contd 
socCiid 3rop"H-.ck, b u t " 3 T s r \d onony .overrun fho f i r s t gun nnd tho socYudwr.s a t t e m p t i n g 

i -Hto change i t s d i r e c t i o n o f f i r e v.hon a t u n k Icnockod out i t s pr imo mover. , Tho 
. second gun yn.s thon o - ror run. 

- ' ' ' On tho morn ing o f 19 Do'cembor 3d P l u t o o n , Oonpuny "A " , w o r k i n g w i t h elements 
o f 5d S f i t t a l i o n , y / I n f a n t r y , sent out s c o u t i n g p a r t i e s , and thon movod t o RJ 
a t P730512. A t IZOcTthe p l a t o o n moved t o . v i c i n i t y ROULLIIiGEH (2 guns t . t P700522 
and 1 gun a t P705S28). Gun p o s i t i o n s dug by 1330 and defense c o o r d ina t o d T.-ith y 
i n f a n t r y . D u r i n g u f t o r n o o n enemy t r a k s and i n f a n t r y at j tackod vriLTZ f r om HOCrER. 
Enemy v/us a l l ov iod t o approach p o s i t i o n und p o i n t o f oiiehiy k i l l e d by s m a l l arms 
f i r o . Three i n c h guns opened f i r o v;h3ri onomy t a n k s , ha l f t rao ] cs and porsonno l woro 
i n opon n o a r i n g p o s i t i o n s . S i x enony tanks and f our h a l f t r a c k s wore knovm t o bo 
knocked o u t , v d t h number o f i n f a n t r y k i l l e d . Emmy i n f a n t r y a t t ; v c k i n g f rom Y/oods 
f i r e d upon v d t h d i r e c t flE f i r o . A f t e r tho gUns o f Sgt Luznar had oxpondod a l l i t s 
ammun i t i on , Sgt Luznar and tv/o mumbors o f h i s crov; v;ont t o tho next gun s e c t i o n , 
and a l t h o u g h they v.'oro under d i r e c t s m a l l uras and machine gun f i r e d u r i n g the 
o p e r a t i o n , c a r r i e d th ree i n c l i ammunit ion from t h e o t h e r s e c t i o n t o t h o i r ovm'gun. 
Those guns c o n t i n u e d f i r i n g ' ( m u c h o f v/hioh v.-as a t i n f a n t r y a t c l ose range ) u n t i l 
t h ey had expended a l l t h o i r a r anun i t i o n . On;: gun iT.ooked o u t . The members o f tho 
gun crov/ t h o n f ough t ' - d t h t h o i r sma l l arms and in:,ohino guns. Pvt Herbe r t T i l l i a m s , 
n o t i c i n g onemy f o e t t r oops n e a r i n g tho p o s i t i o n s f rom an u n p r o t e c t e d a r ea , romovod 
a o a l i b o r , . 3 0 machine gun f rom i t s mount ijrid n o l d i n g i t i n h i s arms, and v/hile i n 
an exposed p o s i t i o n , f i r e d on the onoriy, b r e a k i n g up t h e i r a t t a c k . Pvt V. ' i l l iams 
t h o n movod f rom place t o p l ace i n the v i l l a g e , f i r i n g f rom oaoli—sometimes a 
b u i l d i n g , a t o the r tim;;S a p o s i t i o n o f l i t t l e c o v e r . By h i s moving the gun from 
p lace t o p l a o o , the enemy v.'as l ed t o b e l i e v e the f o r ce i n the v i l l a g e vms much 
l a r g e r t h a n i t v;as . ( E x t r a c t s f rom 630 th Tan): D e s t r o y e r ' B a t t a l i o n r e p o r t on 
ope ra t i ons d u r i n g Gorman b r e a k t h r o u g h i n tho ARDEMIIES) . 

654TH TAilK DESTROYER BATT/i lOI lXsP) ' : - ' ,• . ' , ; - ; 

On 30 Dooombor 1944 the onomy c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d t o cu t the BASTOGIIE c o r r i d o r . 
:Th6 1s t p l a t o o n . Company " A " , 654th Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n , v/as i n suppor t o f 
tho 3d B a t t a l i o n , I n f a n t r y Regiment. L i o u t e n r . n t Dunne, 1 s t P l a t oon Cotamander, 
a f t e r , a f o o t roco imaissanoe . s o l o c t ' j d p o s i t i o n s i n tho v i c i n i t y o f REMOIFOSSfiE, 
Be l g ium. An onony a rnorod column ;.pproc;ohDd LUTREBOIS. ' Tho column oohs i s t od o f 
f i f t e e n (15 ) tanks acoompaniod.by about 200 enemy f o o t t r o o p s . The column v/as 
advr.ncing trnvard the BASTOGiIE Highviay. Before opening f i r & L i e u t e n a n t Dunne's 
p l a t o o n allov/od the enemy t.-nks t o move out i n t o an opon area about SOO yards f rom 
h i s p l a t o o n ' s p o s i t i o n . L i e u t e n f j i t Dunne v/ i th o n l y tv/o M-lOs o p e r a t i o n a l a t tho • 
t imo oponed f i r o u s i n g 3" AP ammun i t i on . Four o f tho onomy tanlrs v/ero ' i m m a d l a t e l y 

' d e s t r o y e d . A f t e r the four onomy tanks v/ore d o s t r o y o d . L i e u t e n a n t Dunne's p l a t o o n 
v/r.s j o i n e d by a p l a t o o n o f tanks from an armored d i v i s i o n . C o l l e c t i v e l y the two 
p l a t o ons dostroj '-od e l e ven ( 11 ) mere onomy t a n k s , ono o f v ihich v/as a T i g o r R o y a l . 
The c a l i b e r .50 machine gun be ing mounted on tm improY isod forv/ard mount a l l owed 
tho uso o f t h i s v.-japon s i m u l t a n e o u s l y v ; i t h tho 3" gun and as a r e s u l t ISO o f tho 
200 onomy i n f a n t r y m e n v.'oro a n n i h i l a t e d . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 654th Tank Dos t royo r 
B a t t a l i o n ) . . , ' ' 

691ST TAin: DESTR0Y3R RfiTTyilOII (TOV.'ED) 

Recen t l y ono gun o f the 3d' P l a t oon o f Company " B " , commanded by S Sgt Fred 
V. S p l o t s t o s o r , Ongf.gcd i n a. f i r e f i g h t v/ i t l i tv/o Mark V Panther t a n k s . Tho r e ­
s u l t a n t a c t i o n ondod i n tho d e s t r u c t i o n o f ono t a n k and tho d i s a b l i n g o f tho o t h e r . 

The gun v/as i n a p o s i t i o n a t the corner of a stono v/al l w h i c h surrounded a 
h u n t i n g lodgo i n the v i c i n i t y o f GERIIIOITT, Be lg ium v/hon tho two Hark Vs omorged,. 
f rom a v/oeds about 2600 yards av/ay. The gun immed ia t e l y opened f i r e on tho tanks 
v/hioh r e t u r n e d i t s f i r e f rom both o f t h o i r 88s . I n the ensu ing f i r o , duo t o l a c k 
o f s u f f i c i e n t armor p r o t e c t i o n or p r o t e c t i v e d o f i l a d e , tho gun crov/ v/as f o r c o d t o 
loavo t h e gun and seek covor beh ind tho stone w a l l . The t a n k s , e v i d o r t t l y b o l i o v -
i h g t h a t the gun had boon knocked o u t , ceased f i r i n g on i t and tho crow aga in 
manned t h e i r gun . Due t o tho l a o l ; o f mo'/eraent o f the tanks and tho snov/ covered 
t e r r a i n , i t v/as d i f f i c u l t t o a c c u r a t e l y determine rango and aga in tho tanl:s r o t u r n o c 
tho gun ' s f i r o , c u t t i n g dov/n t r e e s a.nd t e a r i n g up the stono v/a l l around tho gun, • •, 
f o r c i n g tho mon t o seek cover r e p e a t e d l y . 

...S Sgt S p l o t a t o s o r manned t l i e s i g h t h i m s e l f and f i n a l l y succboded i n b u r n i n g 
one o f the tank.'s and d i s a b l i n g the o the r v ;hich Vi'as abandoned by a l l o f tho crow 
except tho d r i v e r v/ho managed t o move ..the t a n k i n t o p o s i t i o n where i t was imposs ib l e 
t<J; s o t i t on f i r o . Th is complete engagomont l u s t e d f o r 45 minutos i n wh i ch tho 

'^ano o f h ido and soek boh ind tho v/all had boon ropeatod s e v e r a l t i m o s . The s h i o l d 



69l3tT;J i1< Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ( C o u t ' d ) ^ . 
o f tho"eunnic.d~Foon p t o r c o d i n ^ o v o r a l p lacos and tv/o o f tho mon i n t ha orevr h a d ' 
r ooo i vod s l i g h t v/oimds. (Commanding O f f i o o r , 691st Tanl: Dos t royo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

775D TAIT. DEGTROYSn BATT/XIOIT (SP ) ; • -

a . An a t t a c l : was p l i ;miod ' f o r 0730 tho morn ing o f 14 Dooombor t o t ako a p o r ­
t i o n o f DILLIGEII imr . iod iato ly across tho r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . 

I had tho 3d p l a t o o n i n suppo r t o f tho 2d B a t t a l i o n , I n f a n t r y . Tho 
p l a n v/as f o r t h u t a n k d e s t r o y e r s t o break across the t r a c k s f i r s t and tako f o u r 
p i l l b o x o s undor f i r o , c l o s i n g t h o n up and a . t tempt ing t o knock thom o u t . Engineers 

^ and i n f a n t r y , suppor ted by t ra i l r s , v.ere t o come t i i r o u g h and blow tho boxos und p r o -
*. coed i n t o tov/n. I v/as t h e n t o cover the l i f t f l a n k v/hich v/as oxposod. 

I l e d my p l a t o o n , f o l l owed by a p l a t o o n o f t a n k s , i n t o p o s i t i o n t o jump 
o f f a t 0725 'and immed ia t e l y proceodod on t o my f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s . Tho p l a t o o n cajno 
out on the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s a t 0 7 5 0 . D a y l i g h t had not broken and because o f t h a t 
and tho p r e v i o u s a r t i l l e r y p r o p a r a t i o n , v i s i b i l i t y wiis z e r o . 1 ordorod f i r o t o tho 
i ianodiato f r o n t and f lanJis w i t h HE, .50 c . l i b e r and .30 c a l i b e r . Tho o n l y way via 
l o c a t e d tho p i l l b o x o s v/as v/hon thoy r e t u r n e d our f i r o . A p i l l b o x on my i inmodiato 
r i g h t d i d not f i r o LOid I a t t empted t o f i r o i t v . i t h .50 c a l i b e r t o c lose i t u p . • 
On ' l i ' . t e r i n s p e c t i o n I sav/ niamerous ho les i n the concre te ci'.usod by .50 c i j i b o r . 
V'hen d a y l i g h t broke I movod the guns c l o s e r on th r o e p i l l b o x o s and f i r e d a t ranges 
f rom 50 t o 75 y u d s , p e n e t r a t i n g i n ovory case t h r o u g h tho s t e e l casements. The 
AP lu.d p e n e t r a t e d the s t o o l i n a lmost evory caso; tho s t o o l v/as betv;enn 4 and 5 
inohos t h i c k . 

L a t e r i n tho day a p i l l b o x out o f my Immediate s e c t o r openod f i r e v/ i th 
nacM.no,-guns and Sgt I ' i l s o n d i s p l a c e d ono gun ;.nd took i t undor f i r e from tho i ra -
n o d i a t o f r o n t .(••t' about 50 y a r d s . AP v/ent t h r o u g h the . s t o o l s i x t imes and v/as 

' f o l l ov/od up v/ i th de layed IIE, d e s t r o y i n g tho s e c t i o n under f i r e . I had boon in fonaoc 
t h ; . t f r i e n d l y t roops v/ero on my imi.iodiato l e f t f la .n l : and •was um.blo t o displ^.co 
another gun t o f i r o a t tho box from i t s f l a n k . Tho p i l l b o x c on t i nued f i r o f rom 
i t s tv/o r ema in ing s e c t i o n s . I o a l l o d f o r eng ineers or i n f a n t r y t o blov/ the box , 
bu t v.T.s unable t o o b t a i n L.ny'. Troops v/ i th one t a n k appro,.ohed from my l e f t f l u n k 
and t ook tho box under f i r o and f i n a l l y blov/ the box o b t a i n i n g 4 or 5 p r i s o n e r s . 

I holiev/o an a t t a c k on p i l l b o x o s shou ld 'never bo iiu.de i n tho da rk or when 
V i s i b i l i t y i s t o o lov/ t o f i r o a t the t . . r g c t . . Great f i r e power from sma l l ' a rms i s 
noodod t o cOver the p i l l b o x o s ..nd i t s f l anks- t o I:eop dov/n machine guns and sn ipe r s 
i n s u r r o u n d i n g t e r r a i n . A .30 c Q i b e r machine gun mountod forv/ard i n s . d d i t i o n t o 
tho p resen t .50 c a l i b e r v/ould be a d v i s a b l e . Cont iun ioa t i on be-tv/con the i n f a n t r y -
ong inoor t e i j i i and ourso lvos i s u r g e n t l y needed f o r p roper c o o r d i n a t i o n . Later -a l 
coramunioation v/ i th our fla.nl:s i s nooossary t o avo id d u p l i o / . t i e n o f e f f o r t and tha 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f our f i r i n g on our ev.-n t r o o p s . I b e l i e v e ovory p i l l b o x shou ld bo 
immed ia t e l y blovni v.hen v/o b u t t o n i t u p . ( J ohn I . h'cHahon, 1s t L i ou toT ian t , 773d " 
Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . . ; - . . ' • -

b . The mor i i ing o f 12 January 45 , I r e c e i v ed an' order t o proceed t o the tcvm 
o f SOl̂ LEZ w i t h . 2d P l a t o o n , Company " C " , Tank B a t t a l i o n as soon a r ou to vn.s 
opon on e i t h e r o f bur f l a n k s as 
our ov.Ti S e c t o r . 

t . iero vr..s no ..ecroacn p o s s i b l e f o r 0BStrcy. ;r m 

About 1230 hours v/e v/oro n o t i f i e d i t v.i.s novr poss ib l e t c g ; t 
o f DOITCOLS thence t o SOiO^EZ, -so I s t a r t e d o u t . Having no oont , ,ot ^ " i t h 
B a t t a l i o n , I n i ' a n c r y , v/e had no moans o f Ijnov'dng e x r . c t l y r h a t tho s i 
bu t f o l l m d n g ray prdors t o ge t t h e r e as soon as- t'no ro'ute v.-as c l e a r , 1 
nos ing t l i r ough the v/oods b e h i n d t i ie i n f a n t r y and r o c o n n c i t j r e d on f o o t . 
doim t o a v a l l e y b o t t c n v/hioh leads i n t o DOrCOLS f r c n the South s i d o . 
m.-.chino gun f i r o v/as thru-.'/n a t . u s . ( 3 n; .chine guns I l a t e r fcund c u t ) 

- . - - -• . ' ' . . 
T'o movod i n t o town v/l':thout mishap but c ou ld s t i l l g-jt no news 

0 tho tc-,',-n 
the 2d 
t u a t i o n -*as 
t ook o f f , 

T'o got 
Sone enemy 

i n o'or s . : c t o r . The p l a t o o n ld i|dor , 2d L ieuton . . r . t P u l L . r , o f the t. .nks 
t h o s i t u / . t i o n over and dec ided i/o v/ould go on t h r o u g h DC'ICOLS t o SCiXEZ 
o f the m o r n i n g , tho i n f a n t r y s u r e l y must be thero and as a l l -.v-.s q u i e t 
must bo v ; a i t i n g on us so I t o ok my l o a d d e s t r o y e r v d t h two tanks and s t 
l e a v i n g my tv/o r ema in ing dostr 'oyors t o v/o"rk w i t h the t h r e e r emrdn ing t t 
wero t o s u p p o r t the f i r s t t h r e e v e h i c l e s . 

of s i t u a t i o n 
and I t a l k e d 

From p lans 
doc idod thoy 
a r t e d o u t , 
nks w h i c h 

|:, Tlio tv/o tanks ;j-.d my dos t r o yo r s t a r t e d out w i t h our pr i i ru . ry weapons ready 
f o r imnod i t i t o aot io i> and our ni'.chin-.3 guns a l s o . Thon v.';-- h i t tho odgo o f toT--n i t 

' t o ok^ l ju t a. nomont t o - / ' ^ tho ro v/era no "Doughs" i n tovra or i n s i g h t / ^ o I opened 
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'r SECR3T 
( C o n t ' d ! 773d Tank Dea t r oye r^ t t a l i o n : 

; up wTtTrmy .50 c a i i b e r " 5 a "tTia neares t house on ny r i g h t , tho tankers-openod up on 
the l o f t . Ve advanood slo%.-ly v/atching f o r a o l f - p r o p S l l e d and tov/od.guns. T'e saw 
n o t h i n g but f o o t t r o ops s t r e a k i n g f o r the houses . I k ep t my .50 c a l i b e r g o ing f rom 
v/indovf t o windon;, tho tanlcers do ing the seme. A f t e r g e t t i n g a few houses i n s i d e 
tov.T^.I t o l d Car Commander Cpl S t e f a n i k t o p u t , a 3" i n ono o f the houses. T'o d i d 
t h i s to a couple o f housos and advanced a couplo uoro houses . . -

A bozooka Icnocked the t r a c k o f f one t a r J : , I P i r ed a couple o f .45s i n tho 
wlndovf o f the house and h o l l e r e d t o tho tarJrsrs t o pu t d 75mm in i t . Ho e v i d e n t l y 
d i d n ' t hear mo, b u t tha d o s t r o y o r behind him d i d , sv.nnj. h i s nose around and took 
care of tha bazooka team. Tlieu c i v i l i a n s s t a r t e d coming out and I pu t them a l l i n 
one house . I sav/ a p r i e s t v;ho t a l k e d a l i t t l e E n g l i s h and askod him v/hioh houses 
had K r a u t s o l d i e r s . Ha knev/ o f tv;o, v.o got t h e s e . Another house whore some c i v i ­
l i a n s camo out appeared t o be empty but t h e n I n o t i c e d n p u f f o f vapor or b r o a t h 
froTii the c o l l a r v.lndov/. I asked the c i v i l i a n s i f the r e v/ere s o l d i e r s t h e r e , t h o y 
sa id no. I cussod them out f o r l i a r s and t ook a l o o k a t tho windov/. I t appeared 
n o t to be boarded i-or I c o u l d sea i n f o r s e v e ra l i n c h e s . I went back t o tha de -

• s t r o y o r and got i. grenade, p u l l e d tho p i n ana thrs-.v- i t i n the v/indo;v. The da.mn 
v/indow v/as boarded up and the greni;do bounced out do ing l i t t l e damage but n e a r l y 
go t mo. I had tho gunner put a round o f 3" i n the c o l l a r . TTo got 18 Krau ts f rom 

• t h o r o . Pfo Uoohan asked no about t a k i n g another house . I s a i d "Yes, l e t ' s go". Ht 
k i c k e d tho door open and out v/alkad about a dozen more K r a u t s . 

I t v/as g e t t i n g on tov/ard dark when C p l S t o f a n i k sav/ moro Krauts t r y i n g to 
gat av/ay from ta\/n i n a v e h i c l e . He knoolcod tho v e h i c l e o u t . I t v/as b u r n i n g when 
v/B l o f t t o i -m. I t vras 1715 and I go t t l io t ank o f f i c e r and t o l d him vra c o u l d n ' t s t ay 
t h e r e v/ i th no i n f a n t r y so \/o backed up t o .DOIICOLS f o r tho n i g h t . ( L i e u t e n a n t Hagar, 

,. 773d Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

E d i t o r s ' !Jote : Tho a t t a c k o f a town by an armored u n i t v/ i thout i n f a n t r y 
d e f i n i t e knov.lcdge o f f r i e n d l y i n f a n t r y l o c a t i o n s i s r i s k y suppo r t and v/ i thou 

bus iness 

Ho-./o^vor, t o overocoo t h o above d i sadvan tages , Lioutonan^t Hagar made o a r o -
f u l f o o t r e conna i s sance , c o o r d i n a t e d c l o s e l y w i t h the . t a n k p l a t o o n , , and t ook vo ry 
aggress i ve a c t i o n . • •; 

.. - • r- • ' ' • • • 
776TH TAin: DESTROYER 3ATTALI01! ( S F ) i 

F o r t S imserhof i s l o c a t e d a t 711518, on commanding g r ound . Tho oons^t ruc t ion 
i s such t h a t i t s guns aro e a s i l y capable o f f i r i n g t o each o f i t s f l a n k s as v/oll as 
g i v i n g p e r f e c t coverage of the ground t o i t s f r o n t . I t s o x c o l l o n t o b s e r v a t i o n 
post's i n tho conoroto cupolas on tho top o f tho F o r t g i v e tho onemy a doc idod a'S-
vantago over an; ' d i r e c t f i r e v/oapon, v ;hich makbs i t a lmost imposs ib l e t o secure a 
p o s i t i o n t o f i r o on the F o r t t h a t cannot be obser^vod. 

- • . 1 •' . • . 
Compi-ny "A " , 776th Tank Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n , 

Regiment, I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , v/hoso s e c t o r i s - i 
v/as g i v e n t h e m i s s i o n o f f i r i n g on tha a p e r t u r e s 
an oxtondod rooonnL.issanco tv/o p o s i t i o n s v/aro s o l 
soon f rom these p o s i t i o n s a t a range of 2100 y a r d 
t i o n s a t n i g h t , and t h e gun p o s i t i o n s v/ere f u r t h e 
u n t i l n o t h i n g bu t the tubes o f the guns cou ld bo 
v/ork ing , a r t i l l e r y v/as p l aced on tho F o r t t o covo 
Th is v/as necessary s iuco the guns v/oro v / i t h i n s o l 
r e a r , and f r o n t . ' 

i n suppor t o f tho » In f an t r y 
oomplo to ly .dora ina tod by t h i s F o r t , 
and n e u t r a l i z i n g tho guns . J i f t o r 
o o t e d . Tho F o r t c o u l d bo p l a i n l y 
s . A b u l l - d o z e r dug tho gun p o s i -
r b u i l t up w i t h logs and sand bags 
seen. . T 'h i l o tha b u l l - d o z e r v/os 
r tho no ise o f tho b u l l - d o z o r . 
f - p r o p e l l e d rango from tho l o f t . 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f theso tv/o p o s i t i o n s i n v o l v o d t h o v;ork o f 100 mon f o r a p -
prox ima . to l y tv/olvo hours i r . d a b u l l - d o z o r f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y f our h o u r s . Thon tho 
p o s i t i o n s v/ure comple ted , the gun tubus \;ero the on l y t a r g e t f o r tho onony, and i t 
v/as f o l t tho crev/ i ; ou ld bo ab l e t o shoot i t out v/ i th tho F o r t v/ i thout h i . v ing tho 
l l -36s knocked o u t . , : 

Tho minute the guns opened up they v/ould bo soon, as the f l a shes \/oro under • 
o b s e r v a t i o n f rom th r e e s i d e s . To d i s t r a c t tho enemy's a t t e n t i o n , a f i r o p l a n was 
•y/orkod o u t . " B " Company i n p o s i t i o n i n the v i c i n i t y o f 706525 and 703529 was t o 
f i ' r o on the h i g i i ground i n tho v i c i n i t y o f 726547 or any o the r onemy a c t i v i t y t o the 
K o r t h t o p r even t f i r i n g on tho two d u g - i n guns . F i r e wa.s t o bo l a i d down i n t o r -
m i t t o n t l y t o d iscourage enemy tanks or s o l f - p r o p o l l o d guns from occupy ing t h i s 
ground v/ i th armor , as they I t .d p r u v i o u s l y r u n tanks i n t o those gonora l l o c a t i o n s . 

:,Cna p l a t o o n o f "A" Company,in p o s i t i o n i n tho v i c i n i t y 706514 was t o f u r n i s h a base 



776th Tan:: Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n (Cont 'd) 'V;"^ T', ::'-:;<^> ; ^ ' , ^ 
of " f i r o on t h o cupo las o f tho F o r t , end T/as to a t t r a c t t h o ^ ' c t t o n t i o n o f tho F o r t . * v 
Thu SCI guns had i . h u l l doi.Ti p o s i t i o n end no o f f o r t -v.v.s t o be nado by t h i s p l a t o o n ^ 

; ' t o conceal t h e i r ' f l a s l i o s I ' ron .enonj' o b s e r v a t i o n . ' A r t i l l e r y c o n c e n t r a t i o n s v.-ero 
. a l s o p lamaid on tho c u p o l a s , A t a n l : was pu t i n t o p o s i t i o n a t 721515 end ovc^ry 

p a r t o f tho t ; j i l : sandbagged b u t the t u b e . Tlio t-.:a':'s phone was t i e d i n t o the tank \ 
" d e s t r o y e r to lophono l i n e . T ' h i l o t h u t-./o t.'..i:'.: c r j t r o y o r s were f i r i n g , no f r i e n d l y 

a r t i l l ' j r y would be f i r o d a t the f r o n t o f tho F o r t . 

t i t -v/as doc idod t o opon f i r e \At)\o gun tJid b r i n g the o the r gun i n a f t e r the 
f i r s t gun h;.d been l o c t e d by tho enemy, i .n o b s j r v . t i o ; i pos t w\.s secured about 

? 800 y r . rds "from the f r o n t o f tV:e P o r t t o c m s j t ; i e r o u u d c ' f o r t h e gunners . The 
t., r ocon i i a i ssarxo f o r a n o b i i e r v a t i c . i po 'st va.s >L-.do d u r i n g d a y l i g h t and 3oleot<:d i n tho 
* v i c i n i t y o f 727521. D u r i n j tno n i g h " the o b s e r v a t i o n pos t vjas dug i n , sandbagged, 
] canouf lagod and v . l ro l : . i d . I t v.as qcouvi . id •-i.t OGuO h o u r s . Two te lephone l i n o s 

v.'ero l a i d f rom t h u o b s e rv . . t i o n pos t t o th ' j gu;iS v . i t h a b a t t e r y p a d : r a d i o a t tho • 
obso r v . . t i on pos t as an a . l t e rn - . t i v o ucans o f coL : - iu : ; i oa t i on i f tho w i r e v.as shot o u t . 
Th i s v.'as a p a r t y l i n o c o n s i s t i n g o f tho E a t t . l i o ' n commanding o f f i c e r , tho obse r vu -

f t i o n p o s t , t a n l : and tho tv/o t ^ i k d e s t r o y e r s . ..11 p : . r t i e s l i s t o n o d i n and c o u l d , , 
e a s i l y communicate v/ i th any p a r t y v . ' i thout b e i n g ' i n v o l v o d i n tho mechanism o f a 

|_, S Y f i t c h b o a r d . .• ' • -

I About 0830 hours the sun otimo o u t , tho s'.vj v/as o l o a r , and i t v«.s e v i d e n t t h a t 
i t vjould. bo an e x c e l l e n t day f o r obsor^ra t i on . Tho shadov/s wore bad about m i d - . 
morning so tho f i r i n g was Vir ithhold.- A t 1100 hours t h r e e l a r g o ape r tu res v/ere v o r y ' 
e v i d e n t and a k rgo p o r t ho le was on t h o l e f t , v/hich i n d i c a t e d a s m a l l e r a r t i l l e r y 
gun or l a r g e o a l i o e r m.-chino gun . j . t 1145 hours one t a i i k d e s t r o y e r opened f i r e on 
t h o c e n t e r aport 'uro w i t h h i g h o x p l o s i v o s u p o r - q u i c k • fuzo v / i t h t h o t ank obsor-.-ing 
tho rounds t o l o c a t e tho t a r g e t . L a t e r tho 3,;cond t a n k des t r o y e r t ook the l o f t 

• a p o r t u r o under f i r e . . 

A t o t a l o f 122 rounds o f h i g h e x p l o s i v e , 14 T -105 , .and 74 armor p i e r o i r i g cap 
v/orc f i r e d a t the th roe a p e r t u r e s and p o r t h o l e . Once a round o f h i g h o x p l o s i v o 
do lay went i n t o tho apert 'ura an exact e s t i m a t i o n c o u l d not bo made o f t h o r e s u l t s 
or tho exac t p a r t o f tho a p e r t u r e h i t . I t g e n e r a l l y produced a f lamo t h a t covered 
the e n t i r e a p o r t u r o and a gro . . t dea l o f SMoke a;-id d e b r i s cou ld be seen. Tho T-105 
fuze seemed t o produoo a g r ea t e r bl . .3"t and flamo and i t s e f f e c t s v;oro o v o n moro 
d i f f i c u l t t o 'assess t h a n tt io h i g h e x p l o s i v e d e l a y . The armor p i e r c i n g c i .p c o u l d , 
bb 'observed moro e . . s i l y and rounds woro soon from tho o b s e r v - t i o n pos t t h a t appoa rod 
as h i t s r i g h t i n t l ie c en t e r o f th.) a p e r t u r e . I t i s e s t ima t ed t h a t about 30 p- jroont 
o f a l l ro'.u/ds f i r o d v/ero d i r e c t h i t s \ ; i t h i n tho aper t 'uros v . ' i th tho balanco boi-vg 
i n tlK- close v i c i n i t y o f tho a p j r t u r e s . Qu i to f r o q u o n t l y ne^.r h i t s on the s ides 
o f tho apor.turo v;culd cause d e b r i s t o f a l l _ i r . t o _ and on t h o baso o f the a p e r t u r e . 
Both tarJc d e s t r o y e r s v/ero us-id s inoo the re " was ' such a s m a l l d i f f o r o n c o i n t h o i r 
g u n - t a r g e t l i n o t h a t . b o t h guns v/oro e q u a l l y o f f o o t i v o . . ' ' 

. A g roa t amount o f p h y s i c a l v .ork, t h o r o u g h r econna i ssance , and c - . r o f u l p l a n n i n g 
mado i t p o s s i b l e ' t o s u c c e s s f u l l y ex t . cute t h i s m i s s i o n . (Commanding O f f i c e r . , 7?6th 
Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . ( C o n t r i b u t e d by Commanding O f f i c e r , 5 t h Tank Des t r oye r Gp) 

808TH tm: DESTHOYC.R a.TT..LIO!' (TO"ED)i ' 

a . Ln e xamp l e o f c o o rd in^ . t i on o f f i r o s was .cvidonced on 4 Dooombor v;hqn tho . 
B a t t a l i o n suppo r t ed -an a t t a c k o f t'no I n f i . n t r y t o so i zo tho h i i j h ground N o r t h 
and East o f PFAKRESS"/ILLS?.. The n i g h t o f 3 - 4 D-icombor 16 5" runs from A and B 
Companies v/ero put i n p o s i t i o n on tho h i g h ground T'ost and Southv/..;st o f PFAP.RE^S-

'.'ILLER v . i t h tho. ho lp o f l i g h t t-..ni:s. Twelve c - l i b o r .50 maohino guns from B and C 

' Icapanios v/oro a l s o dug i u t o do l i ' i f o r s u p p o r t i n g f i r o s . The B a t t a l i o n and each 
company . e s t a b l i s h e d 0P = 3 and a-. forward observer t o . j n from oaoh A and .B Companies, 
j q u i p p :d . ' . / i th SCK' 610 r a d i o , v.',.s a t t . . ohod t o tho a t t a c k i n g i n f i j i t r y . F i r o s were , 
j ch . ' du l cd and c oo rd in : . t od by the D i r o c t Support FA B a t t a l i o n . Over lay o f c o n -

; > c o n t r a t i o n s i . i sued by Di-/?.gion ' j ' j - t i l l o r y ' v / a s used ' by a l l u n i t s t o dos ignato t a r g e t s 
' .nd l o c a t i o n s . A IC-minute-p.re ; i . . rat ion 'v/, ,s f i r o d ( d i r o c t f i r o ) f rom H-15 t o H Hour 

£' oy tho 3'' guns and a 3 0 - n i n u t o ' y r - j p ^ . r / . t i o n f rom H-15 t o H / 15 by the 50s . The ro - ' ' 
. ? . . f t - . r t ; . r r ; e t a o f o e p o r t u ' i i t y w^k - e - f i r ed on o a l l . ' Requests f o r f i r e were r ad i o ed 
i ;;. f rom OPo . j i d observers t o a forv/ard oamaad -post and c l o a r oa i n m e d i . . t e l y by t e l e -
; i ehono ' ( d i i ' : : c t l i n e ) v . i t h the A r t i l l e r y . In 'on -e in i ; t i .noo aj?proximi.t.-jly 25 Goniu.na . 
; V -.'oro observed r e t r j / . t i r . g over t. h i l l . Our guns c o u l d riot f i r e on tho t i r g e t and 

• our observer c a l l e d f o r ai.d ad jue t ed . . r t i l l l r y f i r o w i t h o x c o l l o n t r esa ' ' i . s . I . a f o r -
.' x . . t i on a s t o t'vo p r c g r - j s s . o f the a t t a c k and advanced olem'onts was forv.ardod i n m e d i -

; i . a t e l y t o t ! io a r t i l l e r y v.';)ich r / l a y o d i t t o CP and D i v i s i o n Hoadqu i . r t e r s . Bee.uso 
' f o f our c onnun ioa t i ons such i a f o r n - . t i o n reaoi«>4-*+»e D i v i s i o n CT oons i d i j r ab l y ahoud 

• 'of r o p o r t a " f rom t l m i r " ^ . U u i t a . ( C g o a ^ d i u g 01 f i c e r , 808th Tanl: Dc _ y o y o r B a t t a l i o n 



- 600th -Tanl: l ) cs t roy i ,X . t t a l i o n ( C o n t ' d ) 

b . R c c o n t l y t h i s b a t t a l i o n YJ.,S omploycd i.s p . . r t o f a Taslc t'oroo p r o t o o t i n E 
tho r i g h t f l a i i k o f Corps a l ong t:->o Hoso l l o R i v o r . D i r o c t f i r o p o s i t i o n s vforj t a k e n 

vP^T.pn h i g h ground o v j r l o o k i n g t h o r i v o r and guns c. .roi"- . i l ly dug i n , oionouflagod and 
s i g h t e d t o covor poss ib l e r i v e r c r o s s ings and .ro..d netv/or.ks and o tho r t ank approaoh-
OS on the East s ide o f tho r i v ^ - r . b h e l t o r s . f o r i h e crows wore dug i n or u t i l i z e d 

f ^ ' ' t o pro'/ide complete p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t onony f i r e . Ops v,-ere e s t a b l i s h e d f o r e^.ch 
gun . Thoso a l s o •v.-or-; s e l e c t e d so t h a t thay cou ld be .mailned u n d i r f i r o . OPs vforo 
manned c o n t i n u a l l y and „ o t i v i i y . .round tho guns v/,.s p r o h i b i t e d d u r i n g the day . • 

'!•!(,'•' A f t e r sevor^.l wooks seven enemy tari!:s appoi-.red across t h c . ' r i v : i r c o u n t e r a t t a c k i n g 
~ " t o tho South i n the s e c t o r o f tho ad jacent i n f a n t r y d i - / i s i o n . They v;oro obsorvod ' 
•ĵ V; . by our OPs and t . .kon und-.r f i r o by the 2d p l a t o o n o f " 3 " Coupt.ny a t oxtromo rangf js . 
.v.. Xlireo tanl:s vere l:uocl;od o u t , tho r . jmaind. i r d i s p . i r s o ' l ..nd the c o u n t e r a t t a c k was 

' r o p u l s o d . ?v;o o f the t .nks v. i r e knocked out by tho ! ' o . ~2 gun , Sgt O d o l l T'oons, . 
gun oommandor, and Cpl i l o r b o r t I . " . L a t t a , gui i ; i - :r ; tae o tho r t a n k v/as dos t royod by 
t h o No. 4 g u n , Sgt Jijnos E . Kennedy, gun com.-: r ; d j r , and Cpl Hugh V 'obstor , gunner . 
Tho ranges v/ere botv/een C300 and 4500 y a r d s . /.Imoot i m n o d i a t o l y t h a t Sgt T'ooms' 
p o s i t i o n was d i s c l o s e d , i t drov; f i r e and d u r i . ' i j t h o e n t i r e ongagomont v/as s u b ­
j e c t e d t o ve ry i n t e n s e mor ta r t,nd a r t i l l e r y f i r e , b o t h d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t , i n 
excess o f 100 round.s f a l l i n g i n tho immediate v i c i n i t y o f tho g u n . A f ragment t o r e 

l^ f l ; ; ' a ho l o i n Sgt T.'oeas' he lmet and ono v/ent th rough Cp l L a t t a ' s c l o t h i n g , s c r a t c h i n g 
IIY.';'.-..him s l i g h t l y . Hcv . : r t i \ e l ( ; S3 -bo th mon s tayed w i t h t l i o i r gun u n t i l the tanks wore 

d i s p e r s e d . The f a c t t h . . t the guns and OPs were i / e l l dug i n made tho p o s i t i o n s 
i i ' " ' . t om-b l o i n tho face o f t e r r i f i c f i r e . (S - 3 , SOfath Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

iSk::'.' • . . • , • SECTIOW I I I - . • • 

i 

i t -
TAUK DESTSOyaR T/.CTICS 

. 1. FIVE DESTROYERS PER TANi: DESTROrjIJ PLAT00H7 

E-',a _ T?o. shou ld havo f i v o tan>: d e s t r o y e r s i n a p l a t o o n . Sinoo ono tank d o s t r o y o r i s 
|v;',;. . use v,- i thout s u p p o r t i n g f i r e from a n o t h o r , and s ince wo do havo v o h i c u l a r o a s u a l -

t i e s , the p l a t o o n loses u v/hole s e c t i o n v-;hon ono v e h i c l e i s o u t . I f t h e r e v/oro 
' f t . ; ' f i v o d e s t r o y e r s , one c a s u t . l t y viould s t i l l loavo two s e c t i o n s o p e r a t i v e . The f i f t h -

d o s t r o y o r v/ould, i n a d d i t i o n , be the p l a t o o n l e a d e r ' s - ' rch io le . Too o f t o n the 

i t . " 
p l a t o o n l oader takes unnecessary r i s k s by making dismounted t r i p s , r a t h a r t h a n tako 

ijt-' ,; an M-10 f r o n a p o s i t i o n . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 703d Tunk Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 
. E d i t o r ' s Note i Hov.' about o o m o n t s f r o n o the r u n i t s ? 

; 2 . '/.iJSAULT OF PILLBOXES: 

a . ^ P i l l b o x e s a r o o f t e n so v/ol l c t j i o u f l a g o d t h a t sonot imos tho on l y wt.y t o 
l o c a t e thom i s by drav/ing f i r e f r o n thom. Ono system o f t a n k - t a n k d o s t r o y o r 
c o o r d i n / . t i o n v/.,s used s u c c e s s f u l l y by t h i s b a t t . i l i o n i n DILLIIIGEHi Tho t a n k dos t roy -
o rs t o o k up f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s so t h a t they c ou ld covor so -vera l suspected p i l l b o x 
p o s i t i o n s . The t . .nka would t h e n poke themselves out f rom p r o t e c t e d pos - i t i o r t s , draw 
f i r o and p u l l back . The t..nJ: d e s t r o y e r s c o u l d t h o n l o ca t e the p i l l b o x . j s and dos t r oy 
or a t l e a s t cause embrasures t o bo c l o s e d . This conbinos tho bos t p o i n t s and m i n i -
mizos the v/eak p o i n t s i n ...rmor and f i r o power o f b o t h t a n k and ta j ik d e s t r o y e r . 

b . A good p l i j i o f a t t a c k i s f i r s t t o c l ose tho onbrasures by AP and t h o n l o b 
• s .TVori . l HE s h e l l s around the p i l l b o x t o t J : e ou-t any machine guns , a n t i - t a n l : guns , 

p j r s o n n e l , e t c . , who m igh t bo ou t s i do before i n f a n t r y or eng inoors (-;dv..nco t o p lapo 
d e m o l i t i o n cha rges . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 773d Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

3 . I l l I j n i t - , . T I01 f TOR HIGHT T/an; ATT . -CKS I . • . ' ' 
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To a s s i s t i n f a n t r y i n tha dofonso o f tho v i l l a g o o f DAHL, tho 610th Tank 
Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n s t a t i o n e d a p l a t o o n cjnong the housos i n tho v i l l a g o . Tho 
p l a t o o n commander and i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n commander arranged t o di-vido tho v i l l a g e 
i n t o t h r e o s o c t i o n s , any o f v/hich v/oro t o be l l l u n i m . t o d on o a l l by f l a r e s f rom tho 
60mm m o r t a r . Us ing t h i s method o f i l l u n i n a t i o n , tho p l a t o o n , commanded by L i o u t o n -
r.nt Enoch, knocked out o i g h t tanks i n pro-dawn a t t a c k s a t ranges f rom f i f t y t o tv/o 
hundred y a r d s . ( S - 3 , 610 th Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . .- -

4 . TAIIK DESTROYER COVEP.IIIG /. liOAD: 

Don ' t b l o c k a road f r o n tho r o a d . Cot o f f t o tho f l a n k s t-Jid got f l ank ing f i r o 
on tho r o a d . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 703d Tank i Jos t royc r B a t t a l i o n ) . . ^ ' 



, -d/''" " ' • •• . ' • . 
• c . I n c tOTm hou.vy r . r t i l l o r y f i r o procodinrr; Geman c t t a o k s ci.uaod hocTy 
c i . su ; , I t i o s iimong t r .nk d o s t r o y o r crow nionbors. ronody t h i s s i t u a t i o n , d e s t r o y e r 
orov.s d i snountod from t h e i r . v o h i c l o s c.s the a r t i l l e r y ba.rruco began and as soon 
tho f i r i n g ceased aga in occupied t h o i r v o h i c l o s i n t imo t o d r i v o o f f onemy i n f a n ­
t r y and tan-k a t t a c k s . 

b . I n g i v i n g c loso suppor t t o i n f a n t r y u n i t s , the I!-3G t a n k d o s t r o y o r has 
drarT. a oons ido rab l e c j jount o f morta;-• f i r o . V ' c rk ing v ; i t h t h o a r t i l l e r y , t a n k 
des t r oye r s have moved i n t o p o s i t i o n by the f e l l c i . i n g method: Tho a r t i l l e r y would 
f i r o tv.-o rounds every two n i n u t o s I'or t . ; n minutes a t t} io v i c i n i t y o f t h o l o c a t i o n 
o f tho German m o r t a r s . Th i s h a r a s s i n g o f i . i c r ta r croY.-s, p lus tho no iso o f the 
a r t i l l e r y , enabled t h e t i j i k d e s t r oye r s t o occupy . i o s i t i o n s w i t h o u t drnv/ing raortcjr 
f i r o . ( S - 3 , 610 th Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

G. POOLIl-G ?IIiffi D1;TECT0HS; 

At the su gge s t i o n o f L i e u t o n c j i t I ' a j i r , c.a" p i oneer P l a t o o n Loader , a l l mine . 
d e t e c t o r s o f t h e b a t t a l i o n viero p laced i n .-ia . i l . , t o o n . From t h i s p l a t o o n , he 
formed f o u r crows whose j ob i s mine d a t o c t i r . ^ cjid r emova l , booby t r a p r emova l , 
and t ; i e p l a c i n g of d e m o l i t i o n s on p i l l b o x e s . One o f these crows i s ass igned t o 
each t a n k d e s t r o y e r gun company, tho f o u r t h r ema in ing w i t h the ba lanco o f t h a , . 
p l a t o o n I n tho roconnaissanco companj', a w a i t i n g c a l l where a d d i t i o n a . l h o l p i s 
needed. (ComniLriding O f f i c e r , 773d Tioik Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) , . 

7 . SCR 500 PJ.DIO FOR USE I I I DIE T i . n : DESTROYER PU-TOOH: 

I n tho s u p p o r t o f an i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n an SCR 300 r a d i o f o r uso i n tho t a n k 
d o s t r o y o r p l a t o o n g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e s tho c o o r d i n a t i o n botv.'oon the t ank d o s t r o y o r 
p l a t o o n l e a d e r , tho i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n co raandc r , and tho i n f a n t r y company oom­
mandor. Company " B " , t h i s b a t t r . l i o n , has s u c c e s s f u l l y usee two GCR 300 r a d i o s 
f o r t i l l s pu rpose . Tho r a d i o s v/oro r iu-n ished t u tho company by tho i n f a n t r y b a t t a ­
l i o n i t v/as s u p p o r t i n g . P r i o r t o an a t t a c k , n o r m i . l l y , tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r p l a t o o n 
l o ade r has. h i s p l a t o o n i i i a p o s i t i o n t o f i r o on l i k e l y t a r g e t s . O f ton the i n f i i n -
t r y e lements i n the a t t a c k encounter onemy r e s i s t a n c e i n tho form o f s t r o n g p o i n t s 
v.'hich the t a n k d e s t r o y e r s uro not c o v e r i n g . Through the 3CR 300, the t a n l : d es ­
t r o y e r p l a t o o n l eader can bo n o t i f i e d o f the l o c a t i o n and tho typo t a r g e t . P r e ­
arranged sign/.Is should bo improv i s ed i n t i ju event t h o r a d i o f a i l s t o f u n c t i o n . 
( O f f i c e r s , Ccnpc-.ny , " B " , 654 th Tanl: Dos t royo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

8 . TJSE OF AIR 03SERTCR I I ' Ti-KK DESTROYiiR B/.TT/-LI01i; 

T h i s o f f i c e r doos f u l l - t i n o d u t y as ; j i obsc rvo r a t t h o D i ' / i s i e n a l a i r s t r i p 
and by p l a c i n g t h o b a t t a l i o n channo l c r y s t a l on ono o f t h o char j i o l s o f t h e SC5 
610 r a d i o s o t o f d i v i s i o n ( > l a r t i l l e r y p i a n o s , t h e somo o b s e r v a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s o f . 
the f i e l d a r t i l l e r y b a t t a l i o n aro secured f o r t h o t a n k d o s t r o y o r b a t t a l i o n . 

The b a t t a l i o n A i r OP O f f i o o r takes care o f the d u t i e s o f a d i v i s i o n a l a r t i l ­
l e r y ebsorvKjr, f l y i n g h i s share of tho d a i l y a i r p a t r o l , bu t ho i s a l s o a t a n k 
d o s t r o y o r o f f i c e r f l y i n g over tho c.ssignod s e c t o r o f h i s b a t t a l i o n . Ho has c o n ­
s t a n t d a i l y . c on tac t v/ i th the p i l o t s and observers o f tho d i • v i s i on and i s i n tho • 
bos t p o s i t i o n t o insure t h a t tho a . o r i a l ob3erv. . . t ion and roconna issanco r o q u i r o -
monts o f the t a n k d o s t r o y o r b a t t a l i o n aro immed ia t e l y b rought t o tho a t t e n t i o n 
o f the p lanes about t o tako o f f and a l r e a d y i n the a i r . From h i s p lace i n tho 
ope ra t i ons room, ho oan s i f t out and c v u l u a t o i r^ f onAat i on f rom t h o p a t r o l r e p o r t s 
and r a d i o t r a . f f i o r j id phono i t i n immod ia t e l y t o h i s b a t t a l i o n . Before ho goes'. 
up ho c o n t a c t s h i a b a t t a l i o n and taD:s t o tho S-2 and S-5 t o f i n d out i f t h o y 
havTO tiny s p e c i a l i r ^ s t r u o t i o a a f o r h i m . • 

The cxper i enoo o f t h i s b a t t a l i o n has pro-von t h a t a o r l a l o b s o r v c t i o n can h o l p 
a tank d o s t r o y o r b a t t a l i o n i n tho f o l l o w i n g v/ays j '\ • • . . 

a . Supplement and oxtorid tho l i m i t s o f r o u t o and area roconnaissanco a v a i l - . 
ab le t o t l io b a t t a l i o n ' ' , 

b . Prov ide a v/arning system b o t h I n ' t h o approach ha roh and f i r o f i g h t w h i c h 
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y o f f o c t i v o i n an obscur.o, or f a s t moving s i t u a t i o n . 

c . Improve ct/n/.vanication by a c t i n g as a r e l a y s t a t i o n . 
d . Prov ido an o s s o n t i a l means o f f i r o ad justment fu r tho b a . t t a l i o n ' a f l a t 

t r a j ' i c t o r y p ieces when i t i s f i l l i n g the r o l o o f a r t i l l e r y . ( S - 3 , 776th Tt.nk , 
Dos t royo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 
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SECRET 

i f f i i f t 'S. TJjrr DDSTRCYErvS ' : i f I T J X Y ; . ; 

-:-- • 
A r ooon t confor . i i ico o f t t i n ! : d o s t r o y o r o f f l c . r s i n ITiiLY r o s u l t o d i n tho 

sV..'. f ollo»'.-i-.T£; coi.ir.iGnts : 
cv. C o o r d i n a t i o n : , . . 

Tho con f i ronco s t r o s sod t h r , t o o o r d i n u t i o n (ind oooporc . t lon v/oro tho 
ossoneo o f t i l l t a n i i do3t r . r / , ; r onplc'/rAont. Thoso ; .ro d i f f i c u l t t o aohievo, b o i n g , 
busod on nutu-:'.l r o spoc t ;.nd u i i d i i r s t , . i i d i u s , b u t , onoo, t t t A l i i o d , thoy pt.y troru^ndous 
d i v l dunds i n r o s u l t s g fc i jwd. x .. Y' , • " , 

b . ; . n t i t ; , r J : : 

I n t h i s thrj.v,tor, t h o .(kTman r a r e l y has e .npl fyod ' 'h is armor i n d o p o n d e n t l y . 
I t i s OMployod U3\ i a l l y t o s u p p o r t i n f ; i n t r y a t t a c k s . Th is mt.'iios i t i n p e r a t i v o 
t h ; . t the t a n k d e s t r o y e r s be p laced v.-oll - f .-rv . rd i : i the i n f c . n t r y l i n o s . This ' 
tyi>-/ o f omploytKjnt ha.s g i v en r isei t o na.ny a- l o i a l c o r . o i r i o r a t i c n s , somo 'of v/hich 
arc c-.s fol lov/s : 

' •) 

m . 

I 

i 

( 1 ) S e l e c t i o n and o c c u p a t i o n o f p o e i t i o n , must bo c o o r d i n a t o d o l o s o l y 
T / i t h the f r o n t l i n e i n f a n t r y comnt.ndor. He i s r e l u c t a n t , f r e q u e n t l y , t o ha-rc tho 
ta.n!c d e s t r o y e r s i n h i s p o s i t i o n , booausu thoy 'drav/ f i r o . Unless t l i o t a n k t l i r p a t 
i s pr j-nmount, the t a n k des t r o y e r u s u a l l y go ts cu t o f h i s vfay /.nd takos a l o s s 
s a t i s f a c t o r y p o s i t i o n . -

( 2 ) Crov/s o f t a n ! : d e s t r o y e r s so cnp lacod shou ld be r o t a t e ^ f r e q u e n t l y b o -
causd t h o y c j o under cons tan t s m a l l t.rms, i.it.chino gun , mo r t a r and a r t i l l e r y f i r o . 

.• ' ( 5 ) Close c o o r d i i u . t i . ; : ! v d t h tho i ' . i i 'a .ntry a n t i t a n k guns i s e s s e n t i ^ . l , b u t . 
I s v o r y d i f f i c u l t t o , o b t a i n a.nd m a i n t a i n . -

c . A i r 0 ? S e c t i o n Gcmp..rable to t h . . t o f an y j t i l l o r y B / . t t a l i o n ; 

The A i r OP i s o f v i t a l nece.st; ity t o t h e b t . t t a l i o n no t o n l y f o r a d j u s t i n g 
a r t i l l o r y f i r o s b u t f o r r o u t e reoori-naiesanco, m-rch o o n t m l , roocnni.is's/Lnco o f 
• c l o s e - i n t e r r a i n , d i r e c t i n g a c t i o n , o f roconi ia iss ; .nco p a t r < ; l s , p e r sona l r o c o n n a i s -
sanoo, l i a i s o n , uugmer.ting t a n k v/aruirig s e r v i c e and d i r e c t i n g oemb.-,t. 

•••• - ; .' • ' : sECTIOn IV i • • • • • ' , -

IirrELLI3EI!CE !,'OTES 

1 . ENEnr EQUipr^: 

•TELI.E.Tgi^SS L- . in 0 " SPianOS (VJa.r Department Techn i c r . l I n t o l l i g o n c o 
Summary #155 , 6 December 1 9 4 4 ) . . 

.te a.' 
An unusual method o f Ir-.ying T c l l c r r . i i n e s ( P i l t z ) 43 I n a roa.d ha.s boon • 

r e p o r t e d encountered r n the " ' e s t e r n F r o n t . E^.ch o f tho n ine n ines concerned v/as 
p l aced on top o f a. t h r e o - o d l s p r i n g , ajid a board v/as l a i d ovor the n i n e . The 
road sur f ace vc.s c a r e f u l l y ropla.O'jd ovor these boa.rds. I t appears t h a t tho p u r ­
pose o f t h i s dev ice -.•as t o a l l o w l i g h t v e h i c l e s t o pass v/ i thout s o t t i n g o f f tho 
m i n e . I n f a c t , s e v e r a l l / 4 - t o n t r u c k s passed ovor tho n ines b e f t r o t h e i r ^discov­
e r y , the v/eight ( i pp t i r en t l y b e ing t i . k c n up by t l io boards and s p r i n g s . 

b . . S-MIIS DISC1L.RGSR IICUIITSD 0 1 ! TIGER T.-lU'lS ( I n t o l l l g o n e o D u l l o t i n , Volurao 
~ . . I l l , I to . -2, Octobor 1 9 4 4 ) . 

I n an o f ' f o r t t o c.'.mbat a t t a c k s by t a n k h u n t e r s , tho Oormt;ns havo f i t t o d 
t l i e T i g e r t L . n k - w i t h S-mine d i a o l u . r g j r . i , wh i ch are f i r o d o l o c t r i o a l l y f rom tho 
i n t e r i o r o f thO t a r J : . These d isc l . t . r ge rs are mounted on tho t u r r e t , e n d aro do -
s igned t o p r o j e c t a. s l i r apne l a n t i - p i r s e n n o l mine .v/hich bui 'Sts i n , tho a i r a fov/ 
yards fre.m the t a n k . Thus f a r these d i s c h a r g e r s h a w on l y boon noted on T l g o r s , 
bu t t h o y cou ld bo i n s t a l l e d on o ther t t j i k s . y ' 

0 . GER:'A!T T.al.':: TREIX'S ( I n t e l i i g o i i c e ' D u l i e t i n , Voluno I I I , - H o . 2 , Octob-jr' 4 4 ) . 

There i s good r e . son t o b c l i e v o t h t . t tho Gorma.n tanks v/hlch w i l l bo 
oncountorad most f r o c u o u t l y i r , tho near f u t u r o w i l l bo tho Ps KpAv V (P: .nthor)> 

A.- I • . • • . ' . . .,1. •- . • • ' 
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c . Ooman Tank Trends ( C o n t ' d ) ' ,. 
tho ? i Kpf»' V I ( T i g e r ) and tho Pz KpiV/ l Y , Howovor, tho Goraans havo a now 68ram 
(3.4e- ir .ch) t i ' .n l : gun , tho Kw K 43 , v/hioh i s capable o f an a m o r - p i o r c i n g p e r f o r m -

' ; j i c o g r e a t l y s u p e r i o r t o t h a t o f the UOinm Kv/ K 5G. Acco rd ing t o r e l i a b l e i n f o r m a ­
t i o n , tho fCw K 43 i s supersed ing the K\i K 36 as t j e n a i n armament o f the T i g e r . 

nov; heavy t a n k , wh io l i l-.as been encountered o.i a sma l l sca le i n n o r t h w e s t e r n ' 
Franco, u l s b i s ..rmed i . i t ' i t ' l e Kw K 4 3 . This t t j i k l oaks l i k e a sca led-up 
Panther , v ; i t h the v/ide T i g o r t r a c k s . ^ 

There v.'as a sliai-p r i s e i n tho r a t e o f p r o d u c t i o n o f Pz Kpfw I'Vs d u r i n g 
1943. ! ! o roover , thf; f r o n t arr.'.or o f t l i e Pz Kpfi/ IV lias b j o n r e i n f o r c e d f rom 50nm 
( 1 . 9 7 inches ) t o SG-ti (£.16 inches ) by tho b o l t i n g o f r . d d i t i o u a l arr.ior t o the noao 
and f r o n t - / e r t i c a l plat;;.-?. And the 75m!.; (2 .9L '~ inoh) t a n l : gun , Kw K 4 0 , has been 
long tho j i cd by about li-b/i. i ' . ichoo. j . l l these de'/elepments seom t o i n d i c a t e t h a t 
tho Pe Kpftf IV p r o b a b l y v ; i l l bo kept i n s j r v i o e f o r many months . 

E a r l y i n 1944 a n'x.ber o f Pz i'lpfw I l l s con'. 'ortod i n t o f l a m o - t h r o v d n g tanks 
appor.red i n IT j iLY. Ho '/er the less , i t i s beli.r-.'ea t h a t p r o d u c t i o n o f t h i s t a n k 
coasc:d somo t ime ago. I t i s oxtro'.'.ioly u n l i k l y t h a t p r o d u c t i o n o f Pz Kpfw I l l s 
as f i g h t i n g t anks v . ' i l l e v j r bo resumed, no ,r; . .tter hov; s e r i ous tho German t a n k 
s i t u a t i o n may become, , • 

A m o d i f i e d Pz KpAv I I ( Lynx ) has boo-., des ignod a s a roooima.issanco v e h i c l o . 

2 . GER-'l.r TACTICS; 

a . EOt; TO FIGHT' P.J'ZET.S; GEai££ T̂ EVT ( I n t e l l i g e n c e B u l l e t i n , Volume I I I , • 
• I Io . 2 , October 19<14). 

An ! i n t i - ? ! a z i p r i s o n e r o f v ;ar, d i s c u s s i n g tho v a r i ous methods o f combat ing 
Gornf.n tank.s , ma.kos sonio u s e f u l comments. A l t h o u g h thoy aro n e i t h e r nov; or 
s t a r t l i n g , they -.re v. 'oll i / c r t h s t u d ; ' i n g s inco they aro obscr-vivtions made by a 
t a n k nt-.n vjlio f ough t i n IT/.LY.- " ' " 

"V'hen d e a l i n g w i t h Gorman hea^Tj' t a n k s , your most o f f o o t i v e weapon i s your 
a b i l i t y t o ke !p c t i l l and v ;a i t f o r t h e n t o come w i t h i n o f f o o t i v e r ange . Tho nox t 
most i m p o r t a n t thi-ag i s t o camouflage yoiu- p o s i t i o n v ; i t h tho bost a v a i l r . b l o r o -
sourcos so t h a t the German tanks \ ;on ' t spot you f rom any a n g l e . " 

" I f these tv;o f a c t o r s are c o n s t a n t l y k ep t i n m i n d , the b a t t l e i s h a l f w o n . 
. I.'cvonent o f any kino, i s a .-mistake \;hich c e r t a i n l y i d l l b e t r a y y ou , y e t I sav; many 

ins tances o f t h i s s e l f - b . ' t r a y a l i n I T . i Y . . A l l o w the onomy t a r i t o approach as 
c lose as p o s s i b l e be fore engag ing i t — t h i s i s one o f tho fuuc t jnenta l s e c r e t s o f 
a n t i t a n k succ^,ss. I u I T . i Y I o f t e n f e l t t h a t tho onomy opened f i r e on tara<s much 
t oo soon . T h e i r . . i i . i w..s geod, but tho r-r.ges v;ora t o o g r o a t , and the rounds f a i l e d 
t o p e n e t r a t e , '.ly mtn.C:.so i s a go.d i l l u s t r ; . t i ; n ; i f t;io epp^ j s i t i on had h e l d i t s 
f i r e f i r on l y a fov; EieirLonts l o n g e r , I shou ld no t be cliv^ t j t e l l t h i s t a l e . " 

"By U t t i n g the German t..ia-: approach i.s c l o se as p e s s i b l e , ynu gc-in a b i g •, 
advantage . V.'hon i t i s on the MOTO , i t i s bound t o b e t r a y i t s presence from a f a r , 
vVhereas you yi^^ursolf can prop..ro t o f i r e on i t v . i t h c u t g i v i n g your orni p o s i t i o n 
away. The t>.nk v d l l spot you o'oly i . f t e r ycu ha-To f i r e d your f i r s t r o u n d . " 

" i . t a n k i n :-votion caroict f i r o e f f e c t i v e l y vhith i t e oaruion; the gunner c a n 
p lace f i r o a c c u r a t e l y on l y v;ivon tho v e h i c l e i s s t . - t i c n i . r ; ' . ' l i i o r . i f o r o , the re , i s 
no need t o bo undul;/ n'^vvous bee. use an approt .ohing t a r i jv/i'/ois i t s t u r r e t t h i s 
v;ay and t h a t . Evei-y t j i k ct^ia-.-nder v d l l do t h i s i n an L.ttor.pt 'lO u p - o t h i s 
opponents ' t a n k r o c o g n i t i o u . . I f the t a n k f i r o s n o t h i n g ba t i t s machine guns", you 
can be p r e t t y sure t h i . t you h..v.? m.'t y o t boon s p o t t e d . " 

"Cons ider tho t . i ' v i .ntag js of f i r i n g on u t a n k a t c loso r ango : 
i \

( l ) I n most cases t>le l o i . d i n g t a n k i s a reconnrdssance v o ' i i c l o . S u r v i v o r s 
o f tho crev;,; v/hen s'joh a s h o r t d i s t ance av:ay fr'-jm yeU; h.-.ve l i t t l e chance o f asoapo. 
Th i s i s a b i g . . d i n . i i t a j ' : , in,-.s:.'.uch .s.E Vne'y cannot r o j o i n t h o i r o u t f i t and descr ibe 
the l o c a t i o n c;f your p- ia i t i ' .J i i t the m.i';.! body . 

{'/.) .ViiCti'.er t ' . ! . ; ' f c l l c . d n g i t a I jad^ i r un a road ot-n-.ot r u n you dov/n. I n 
order t o bypans tho l-j.-Cinrj -c. I'a:, i t Iv.s t o olov/ dovm. Then, .long be fore tho 
i^unno-r can p:i.;.ce f i r o on y c u , you ban des t r oy tha tank, and b l o ck tho road o f f o c -
t i v o l y . E a r l i e r i n ' f e e \r..T, a Gcman taJik man I knev; des t royod 11 J i o s t i l o tanks 
i n c r j day by u s i n g l i s M t h ' j d l " 1 , • 

' ' - 14 - ^ Jv 



SECRET - ^ 

: t * i i M')'-' b . OSRIWJ TiJTKJi H I ACTIO:: ( i n t o l l i c o n c o B u l l e t i n , Voluno I I I . Ho. 2 , 
l l ^ i a S l v ' ' •• • ~ Ootobor 1944)* 

,:• . A Gormi.n p r i o o n u r obaorv j s t h i . t tho f o l l ov/ ing l i ro o t u n d t j t l t r u i n i n g p r i n -
c i p l c a i n t l io Gon:iL.n t . -n l : i-rus 

iify-. . ( 1 ) S u r p r i s e . X 

• • ,- ( 2 ) p r o n p t doois lon* i.nd p ronp t o x o c u t i e r i of thoso d o c i s i o n s . 
( 3 ) Tho f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e o x p l o i t n t i o n o i tho t o r j r a i n f o r f i r i n g . However, 

T,,,,., f i e l d s -of f i r e cone be fore c o v e r . • \!/ 
( 4 ) Do no t f i r o v/hilo n.'.ving except v/hon u b s o l u t o i y o s s e n t i a l . 

i|S;5-t - ( 5 ) Faco the attnct- .yr he. ,c-on; do no t o f f e r n boi .dsido t r j g o t . 
jjSf . • ' . ( 3 ) V'hen t.tt . ' .ckod by h o s t i l e t i . n l : s , c o n c o n t n . t o s o l e l y on t h o s o . / 

(7 ) I f s u r p r i s e d w i t h o u t hopo o i ' f n v o r i . b l o riofcnso, s c u t t n r Ljid roassonb lo 
i n f f .vorc.ble t c r r o i n . T ry t o draw the i . t t r . cko r i n t o i . p o s i t i o n v/hich v / i l l g ive 
you tho t .dvt .ntcgo. . 

iVf-i.' ( 8 ) I f si.ioko i s t o bo used , keep v.iad d i r e n t i o n i n n i n d . ii good prccodure 
i s t o leave a- fev/ tanks i n p o s i t i o n as decoys , and, when tho h o s t i l e f o roo i s ' 

('.l.;? approach ing t h o n , t o d i r e c t a snoko screen t - 'V :ard t l i o h o s t i l e f o roo and b l i n d i t . 
iv.''' ( 9 ) I f h o s t i l e tank's aro s i g h t e d , GejTii.n tanlcs shou ld 'na l t and p roparo t o 
h-^y engage t h e n by s u r p r i s e , i i o l d i n g f i r o as l o i r ; , as p o s s i b l e . The r o a . c t i o n ' o f the 
I',-, h o s t i l e f o r c e n u s t bo o s t i n a t e d be fore tho a t t a c k i s l aunched . 

\'0y 
S.VIiOT.-GE GROUPS ( i n t e l l i g e n c e Hotos l i o . 4 4 , SH.'.EF, 13 Janu- r y 1 9 4 5 ) . 

;y> i" - R j c o n t l y a t o o n o f 3 onony saboteurs v/as a r r o s t o d i n tho F i r s t Froncj i /any - ! ; 
s e c t o r . The t o o n v/as ono o f f o u r v/Mch nado up a d o t a c h n e n t . The dctachraent 'j ' 

•;ti*vj4'T;' Operates i n a s p e c i f i c s e c t o r , and each txian has i t s ov/n s u b - s e c t i o n . • > 

•,f^/^> ! • • ^ ' i 
p'';"--.;.-- • Tho t o o n a r r e s t e d v/as t o operate i n the BSLPORT - V E S O U L - BSS/iHCOH r e g i o n , . • • 
^•>: and tho detachment t o wh i ch i t bc lougod had as i t s s ec to r the r e g i o n BELFORT -
'i REE ' iS . Th i s team had as i t s p a r t i c u l a r m i s s i o n t c sabotage v e h i c l e s and f u e l 
j dumps ( au t omob i l e gas t r a i l e r s , or ra i l v/ay t a n k c a r s ) . 

1 - '- Each i n d i v i d u a l was armed v/ i th a p i s t o l ( g e n e r a l l y h idden i n the g r o i n ) 
•y.':. , and t h r e e .grenades, / j j e r i c a n combat j a c k e t s v/ero i : o r n . 

; Sabot/.go m u t o r i a l c o n s i s t e d o f f o u r bombs and f o u r ' ' i n c e n d i a r y p l a t e s . Tho i 
J •• . bombs v/hich are magnet ic i n c o n d i a r i u s - , are enc losed i n o r d i n a r y r a t i o n cans ( a t o u t 

. I •' cno k . i l r . g r a n ) . Tho p l a t e s aro o a r r i o d i n a s m a l l canvas bag . , 

The t ' jam g e n e r a l l y c o n t a c t s an i ! u t p o s t . I t s norabors dec l . . ro t h a t t h e y are 
i ' ' ^ ' p r i s o n e r s or r e i j u i s i t i o n e r t v/orkors v/ho had oscr.pod f r o n GERiliiTri, hav ing passed ' 

the Gorman l i n e s v d t h grea t d i f f i c u l t y . They possess numerous papers o p r t i f y i n g ; 
t h a t t hoy have b j : n enployod i n such and such a f a c t o r y or i r i such and such a ; 
do tachnont o f v.v r'.:ors . • 

V.' ith t h ' i i r boxes oi? e x p l e s i v o s they have a oan o f r a t i o n s which* t h e y f r o o l y - ' 
o f f e r t o the s o l d i e r s who i .ccopt i t . Hav ing passed tho l i n o s , thoy avo id the .o . , in ] 

-•^-y- l i n e s o f oCTdun i ca t i on and proceed as q u i c k l y as poss ib l e to. t h o cen te rs and busy ! 
p l : . c o 3 i n t i i e i r ass igned s e c t o r . Tho bonb i s fas tened underneath the v e h i c l e ; i t . | 
may bo exp loded imnedi i . . t e ly or the bonb nay a l s o explode as a r e s u l t o f v i b r a t i o n . .j 
v/hilo t h e v e h i c l o i s i n m o t i o n . . . 

/, .. d . E lX l f i C;j;0-jFL..nS ( T h i r d U n i t e d S ta t es Army G-2 P e r i o d i c Report #230 , • * 
; ; 27 Janua.ry 1S45) . . | 

.', . SiUJlF r e p o r t e d cap tu red Panther tan ! : c ; .nouf lasod t o rosorablo US 11-10 motor .\ 
c a r r i a g e . Hethod o f ocjiiouflage v;,.s no t a f i e l d e x p e d i e n t . F ron t and r o r x o f t a n k j 

; ' v.-ero f i t t o d v d t h s l ieot meta l and t u r r e t was covered t o g i vo t a n k c o r r e c t s i l h - j u e t t o . ' 
Cupola was removed. A l l US markings v/ore c o r r e c t . Gun and o the r f e a t u r e s -//ere • 
normi-.l f o r Pan the r . T^nko o p . j r a t i u g v/i th 150 panzor Urigado havo p r e v i o u s l y boon { 
r e p o r t e d , camouflaged t o roser.iblo US i . ioco ls . i 

•U. • • • ^ 
l> 3 . .ifn.'ELr.iGSi:cs SUI : :LJ ;Y OK OUR FROIH' ; . ' 

' . ; T h o . last v/ook o f January v.dtn-jssed tho f i m . l r e d u c t i o n o f the ARDE'I.'ES " b u l g o " . 
I ;:"*'*Tank d o s t r r y o r s f i g u r e d h e a v i l y i n bo th the cheokir.g o f the ARDEIU'ES c j u n t e r -
I, ' ' o f f o n s i ' v o , and the r e d u c t i o n o f tho " b u l . j e " . Of the 800 enemy t i .nl :s clai,,\od 
V : f r ^ ' i t - ' ~ sour-.-rs i n tho S'./uth p o r t i o n o f the b u l g j , 200 v/oro dostro.yod by t a n l : 

1"^. . foaircyor a c t i o n . .: '̂ - .•-'.'•,• 



3 . I n t o l l i g o n o e Sunmi-.ry un our F ron^ i ( C o n t ' d ) J " ! ' ' . i - - i " ; , 

^ f " j O f tho o l o von Panzor - typo d i v i s i o n s oomrt i t t od . i n the . " b u l g o " , only, t l i r o o (tho 
9 t h , 130th Pcinzor und I G t h Panzor G r u n c . d i o r ) r c n a i ' i o d i n c o n t a c t on 28 January . 
Tho t o t a l , ta.nl: s t r e n g t h o f thoso t h r o o d i v i s i r n s i s o s t ima tod t o bo 70 t a n h s . 
;jL«o on 28 J a n u a r y , ' a l l tho major o lomonts -.:f f.v.- 11 th Panzor D i v i s i o n , v d t h an 
os'ti.matori t ank s t r e n g t h o f 50 t r x k s , rvnainort i n c o n t a c t i n t h o Sio\R-;DSELLS 
t r i a n t ; l B . (S - 2 , 1 s t Tank 1,-ostroyor i j r i g a d e . ) 

' T h o , l SS, 2 S8, 9 SS, 12 SS, 2d and l l C t h P:'.nzor and t ! io 3d Panzer G r e m . d i o r 
D i - / i s i c n s , v/ i th a combined e s t i m a t e d t o t a l o f 175 tarJ ' .s , ..re r o p c r t o d " o u t c f 
c o n t a c t " oh the V 'es torn F r o n t . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t s.-.ne o f these d i v i s i o n s w i l l 
bo s h i f t e d t o tho E i i s t o rn T r o u t , bu t i t i s rioro l i k e l y t h a t the b u l k c f t h i s armor 
v / i l l bo r e o r g a n i z e d beh ind the S i e g f r i e d Line f o r re n-ifcr-ert a g a i n s t ijz j . l l i o d 
p e n e t r a t i o n o f tho V.'est T . ' a l l . 

SECTIQI-: y 

TECHIIC/i ;;0TES 
I . . 

1 . riETHO IESS..GES: 

Recen t l y v/e have boon i s sued a b o o k l e t c o n t a i n i n g exce rp t s from unpub l i shed 
F i r i n g Table's f o r Gun, 3 " , l i 5 and U 7 (FT S - U - 1 ) . Thoso t a b l e s are ocnp l e to and 
w i t h then c o r r e c t i o n s nay be computod f r o n metro d a t a . Metro messages are pew 
g i v en t o our ix-mp/aiy FDC's t h r e e t i n e s d a i l y and niotro c o r r e c t i o n s usod en a l l 
m i s s i o n s . Tho uso o f metro da.ta has i n c roasod t l io accuracy o f our f i r e s c o n s i d ­
e r a b l y . (S - 3 , 80a th Tanl: Dos t roy . i r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

2 . DISPaSION OF 3" HE (Reduced Charge ) ; ' . , ' ' 

Cons iderab le rango d i s p e r s i o n has boon observed i n tho S h o l l , 3 " , HE (R-jduoed 
•Charge ) , 1! 42 raid Mods V. Puzo PD M 4b and Mods. D u r i n g tho p e r i o d 5 January -

14 JiT.uary "C" Compr.ny, employed as r o i n f c r o i n g i ; r t i l l o r y , mado 16 r e g i s t r a t i o n s 
w i t h t h i s i.m.munition on a baso p o i n t a t approx i r . i a to l y 5000 y a r d s . I t was n o t ^ d 
t h a t f r o q u e i i t l y 50 t o 75 y/.rds r..nge d i s p e r s i o n r e s u l t e d w i t h sane quadrant s o t ­
t i n g . Sinco 14 Janu:.ry care has boon t iJ:or i ' t o sea t t h o prwder i n the s h o l l always 
i n , t h o siano n ! - . nn j r . ' T h i s appears t o have' reduced tho d i s p e r s i o n : .bcut SCF/,. . 
(S - 3 , eOSth Tank Des t roye r B a t t . l i o n ) . E d i t o r ' s K o t o : Probablo e r r o r 3 " r e ­
duced ch-argo a t ,50o,0 yards i s 28 y a r d s . ' . 

3 . i.CCb1ii'.CY OF 3" GUI?; j . 

• , 7 J I p x i j i p l e o f the accur.-.oy o f tho 3 " gun was ov ldonood on the rAght o f 14 
January v;hen "C" Ccapany, i n tho r o l o o f r e i n f o r c i n g a r t i l l o r y was c a l l e d upon 
t o d e l i v e r Bner , j oncy f i r e s on a trocjp c o n c e n t r a t i o n . The t a r g e t was CTCr bX n i l s 
ou t s i do .?f t r . . n s f o r l i m i t s , r e q u i r i n g a s h i f t o f 1612 m i l s , and over 12,000 .^-ards 
i n r a r g o . ' A K o f / 78 y. .rds por 1000 v/as u sed . A chock round f i r o d a t tha t a r g e t , 
i n t h o n o r n i i i g shov;od t h a t t h o d o f l o c t i o n was o o r r o o t , r 'ango 100 s h o r t . ( S - 3 , 
808 th Tank Dos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . , 

f ' 
A. SSTTIl'G ILLK.1II:/.TIITG S!!ELL FUZE: , ' , " " . 

The conb in i - . t ion t o o l f o r c a l i b e r .50 machine gun nay bo used f o r s o t t i n g the 
fuzo on the S h o l l , 1 1 1 u n i n . . t i n g , Mk 24 Mod. 1 ( iTavy ) . 

5 . T iS USE OF "FORK" IJTST.̂ L'J) OF "C" F I I H 90!.3i GUl'l ' * 

Tro havo found t h a t i n i n r i i r o c t f i r o p r o c i s i o n ad jus tment vv ith tho EOmr. g-un, 
i t s l a r g o pr '^'bablo e r r o r nado tho Uso o f C i n a d j u s t i n g u n S ! . t i s f a c t o r y , w r . i l . the 
uso o f tho Fork gave us s a t i s f a o t c r y u d j u s t n o n t a . (Comand ing O f f i c e r , 5C7th . 
Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . - . 

A •. • • • • - . . 
6 . ' T-!REE-I!:CII ILJ.UIiI!:..TIj;G 'S'ELL-i • - . -

. 1 

•4 

"Observers r e p o r t t h a t i t i s easy t o a d j u s t f i r o on rvny t a r g e t d i s c l o s e d by 
tho 3" s t a r s h o l l , Ha'/y, fuzo M-54 (Goo B a t t l e Expor ioncos Ho. 1 1 , 13 Docer.ber 
1 9 4 4 ) . Best r e s u l t s were ob ta ined by f i r i n g a s e r i e s o f f o u r rounds a t -ton seconds 
i u t o r v . l s , v d t h .. f i f t y n i l s h i f t i n . d o f l o c t i o n f o r of.oh rnunr',. ; j area abeut 
f o u r hundred yards square i s o f f e o t i v o l y l i g h t e d by each r o u n d , u s i n g a b^arst 
n o i g h t o f 1100 f o o t . " — Exoou t i vo O f f i c e r , 6o4th Tank j y j s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ( E x t r a c t 
f r o m B a t t l e E x p o r i d n c e s ) . 

- 1 6 - . 
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" ' ' Aa rogarcla tho T-105 furo , tho Comnonding Off ioor j 25Cth Plo ld yo - t l l l o ry 
, Bt.ttt. l ion 3 t t . t o 8 i "HE S h e l l , Vuze T-lOO doos not obtain I t s maximum o f f o c t i vo -
nosa at rangoa undor ZjOOO-yards I f super char go i s usod. Considorablo ovldonoo 

?vi"''«3tiS'ts thc'.t tho s h o l l bogins to shatter in to largo fragmonts s l i g h t l y bof.oro tho 
IX' dolay fuzo booonea oporat ivo, when tho termina l yo loo l ty l a oxoossivo. Th i s wna 

, oountorod o f foot ivo ly i n tho l a a t stf.goa of v. miss ion requ i r ing doatruct lon of 
c. s e r i e s of p i l lboxos T/hoB, by f i r i n g normal instead o f super charge a t shorter 
rnngas, tho ponotrat ion v/as found to bo bot tor . ' I 

J;*-::y- . . • " . . . • ,- . V . 
•I*^ • • T h i s matter has not boon thoroughly oxpl.orod i t s p o s s l b l l l t l o s r.ro offorort 

S' ' C.S r. subjoct for furthor s tudy . This oxporionco li^roos vrith that of tho 991st . 
P l o l d / j - t l l l o r y B a t t a l i o n ongajpd In a s i m i l a r mi s s ion v/lth tho V I I Corps. 

Tho above l a of p a r t i c u l a r I n to ro s t whon obnsldorod i n oonnootlon with tho 
a r t i c l e s about tho T-lOO fuzo i n tho Juno 1944 (pago 71) and tho Ju ly 1944 (pago 
6 8 ) , i s sues of tho A I S , whoroin i t i s sta.tod that tho greatest e f f ec t y ; l l l bo 
obtalnod v/hon tho termina l vrolooity i s botvvoijn 1,400 and 2,150 foot par second. 
I t appoo.rs that 2,000 yards i s a c r i t i c a l rcjigo using supor ohrirga sinoo tho 
torminr.l vo l oc i t y at that range I s npproxinatoly 2,150 foot por second. ( A r t i l ­
l e r y O f f i c e r , F i r s t i j -my). 

8 . 76!.H /jm 3-I l ICH FL/.SHIESS yjID SMOKELESS H77DER3! 

n . A yoor ago I n England, tha 7th Tank Dostroyor Gi'oup notlood that for no 
SI apparent reason somo 3" annunit lon gavo l o t s of snoko but no f l a s h , whi le other 

3" nnmunitlon g&vo no snoko but a b ig f l a s h . Ordm:jioo was queried at tho timo 
but could offor no s o l u t i o n . i 

Tho question was f i n a l l y ansv/orod by Ordnnnoo Toohnloal B u l l o t l n No. 1 , 
' datod 2 January 1945, and CKongo No. 1 thoyoto, dated 11 January 1945. 

Sinoo tho " f l a s h l o s s " pornior produooa so much snoko that tho target i s , 
hidden f ron tho gunner, and s i nce tank dostroyor un i t s would rather havo o 
s ing l e typo onraunition, i t has boon roquoatod that a l l 76mn and 3" ummunitloa 
I ssued Th i r d United Statoo io-ny tank doatroyor un i t s bo of tho "snokoloss " typo . 
I t m s furthor roquoatod that depots s tock 10̂ 5 " f l a sh loss . " uBmunltion to bo 
drawn for s p e c i a l miss ions vtion f l a s h I s h i gh ly undoalrablo. 

' b . Sinoo reduced ehorgo o m u n i t l o n l a a l s o produced w i th both "anokoloss" 
and " f l a s h l o a s " p ropoHants , ixi foraation i s " a " abovo app l i e s to reduced ehtvrgo 
as i f o l l as to normal charge , ( l a t Tank Dostroyor B r i gade ) . 

9 . pyjlDRz-JJIC TELESCOPES FOR H E U-36 lArt: DSSTROYERi 

a . I t i s oxpootod that during tho month o f February, production schoduloi 
w i l l bo s u f f l o i o n t l y high to f i l l roquirononts for Mount, tolosoopo, TilOftEl, for 
i n s t a l l a t i o n on Ca r r i a ge , IJotor, 9Ciiin Gun, MSG and U36B1, not so oquippod. 

b . R e q u i s i t i o n has boon plaood for su f f l o l on t Mounts, tolosoopo, T l M E l , 
nnd oorroapondlng tolosoopos, Pnnorumlc, 1112 for a l l Ca r r i a ge s , Motor, 9Chun Oun, 
1136 and M36D1, boing roooivod by t h i s thoator without subject oqulpmant. 

\(T»rolfth iirmy Oroup). 

1 0 . RECOIL MECH/JTISIl TEST — M - 3 6 T;JTK DESTROYER» 

"On Dooombor 11 and 12 tho 776th Tank Dostroyor B a t t a l i o n conducted a t o s t 
to dotormlno tho maximum rato of f i r o for on M-36 i n i t s sooondary rolo as a r t i l ­
l o r y . Tho gun vms c a r e f u l l y lovolod and tho rooo l l cy l inde r f i l l e d . VThon tho 
cy l i nde r was f i l l e d tho tube was doprossod to got a l l a i r out of tho r ooo l l s y s ­
tem, then aga in lovoled and f i l l e d , lllno ounces of o i l woro romovod fron oach 

, c y l i nde r and tho gun v/r.s put Into p o s i t i o n . T h i r t y - s i x rounds woro f i r od I n 18 
• minutos and tiio r o o o l l system functioned e f f i c i e n t l y . At tho 35th round i t was 

• i , noted tho gun was not going into ba t te ry as o f f i o i o n t l y as I n previous rounds, 
ô ' and at tho 36th round tho gun romalnod about ono inch out of ba t to ry . Tho gun 

rraa a l l w e d to oool for 50 minutos and a f i r i n g sohodulo of ono round ovory two 
, i , •• mlnutoa was undertaken. This v/as continued for 50 ninutos with.tho gun oporat-
V Ing o f f i o i o n t l y . Tho 21st round f a i l e d to put tho gun i n t o battory and I t was 

.,j-_found t h a t by depressing tho tube tJio gun would go back in to ba t to ry . Ho moro ' ..-
f,^i^il could bo romovod fran tho r e c o i l without ondtmcoring iho r o o o i l sy'ston and -.v 
;;^,t"^tho f i r i n g was discontinued a t . t h i s t i n o . .̂ ;. r. .:V,•>..•,• . •. , ''^^:a.';. 

.SECIST 



10 . RECOIL MSCHi'vPISlI TEST — M-?G T/Jn. DESTROYER ( C o n t ' d ) ! 

T!ici r o o o l l s y s t o n f iu io t i ono 'd s n o o t h l y w i t h t l i o nlno ounoos o f o i l ronovod 
f r o n the r e c o i l c y l i n d e r . T l i is y.-us on t h o border l i n o f o r sd fo f i r i n g v ; i t h t h i s 
gun r.nd duo t o t h e uooh . " j i i oa l . v . . r i r . t l o n butv.'oon r . . c ( i i l s y t t o n s i t i s no t c o n -
s i do rod a d v l s i . b l j t o ronovo 9 ounces frcsri occh r e c o i l . c y l i n d e r . 

D u r i n g t h i s f i r i n g tho ordnance po r sonno l reno.inod i n the t u r r o t nnd c l o s e ­
l y observed the r e a c t i o n o f t l i e r e c o i l s ya t on uud a t the c o n c l u s i o n nude tho 
f o l l o v i i n g rocoiiiLienda.tions : ^ 

1. S i x ounces o f r e c o i l o i l be renoved f r o n oach r o c o i l o y l i u d o r b o f o r o 
f i r i n g a r t i l l o r y n i s s i o n s . 

f i r o f o r the I i -o6 f o r a r t i l l o r y miss ions shou ld 
( S p e c i a l R e p o r t , 77Gth Tanl: Dostroyor . B a t t a l i o n , 

2 . Tho ncjc inun r a t e o f 
] n o t oxooad 20 rounds per h o u r . " 
. 18 Doconbor 1 9 4 4 ) . 

;• 1 1 . BRITISH ! ; -10 liOSIFJCATIOITS! . ^ 

I i'iS p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t i . i o r turs and hrj id grenades d ropp ing i n t o tho open t u r r o t , 
f and a g a i n s t Gornt j i '"bazookas" and r i f l e grenades p o n o t r a t i n g t h o t h i u a rmor , tho 
f f o l l o w i n g n o d i f i c a t i o u s havo been mado on tho i i - l O : 

I a . A n a k . e - s h i f t t u r r o t ha.s boon adopted . Tho t u r r o t i s made o f l / 4 - i n o h 
V a m o r p l a t e ( m ^ & t l y f r o n Goman armored c a r s ) , end covers the e n t i r e t o p . I t 
! lir.s tv;o hatches - one over oach s i d o o f t l i u gun broach - f o r g e t t i n g i n and o u t . 
f Thoro aro two open ings , a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r inches wido aiV. t o r . i n ehes l o n g , on tho 
• s idos f o r v i s i b i l i t y . For a d d i t i o n a l v i s i b i l i t y , u i ' i ' ? : t ank pur i s copo w ' , t h 3G0° , 
I t r a v e r s e h:is been i n s t - l l o d i n the t o p o f tho t u r r o t on the s i do o f the gun c o n -

mt.ndor. Th is enab les tho gun oorrraandor t o l o c a t e t a r g e t s . An open s i g h t a l s o 
r ' has been woldod or, the gun s h i o l d . This i s a l i g n e d w i t h tho d i r e c t s i g h t . Tho 
! gi 'n coiiinandor can l o c a t e t a r g e t s ' w i t h tho p e r i s c o p e , coni.iand tho runner t o t r u -
l verso r i g h t ( o r l e f t ) w h i l e he holds the per i scope u n t i l t h e upon s i g h t i s a l i g n -
: od t h r o u g h the por isoopo on the t a i - g c t . Tho gunn^'r oan than p i c k up t h o t a r g e t 
< w i t h h i s d i r o c t s i f j i t ajid. open f i r o a t t h e c s t i r i i . t o d r a n g o . . ' .. 

[. b . An a d d i t i o n a l shoo t o f armor - l / 2 - i n o h t h i c k - has been b o l t e d on the 
r f r o n t and s idos o f the I.IIO. T l i is i s spaced a t 5/4 o f an i n c h . Tho b o l t s a l r o a d y 
'i on tho I!10 nako t h i s a s imple m o i i i f i c a t i e n , and a l t h o u g h no t e s t s havo boon mado, 
; tha r eg i -Tcn ta l oor.Ki:.iider ana a l l company ccriiaanders b e l i e v e tho a d d i t l o n . i l l / 4 -
} I n c h c f arr.ior w i t h t h o spac ing i s s u f f i c i e n t p r o t e c t i o n aga i j i s t onony "bazookas!* 

a u i r i f l e g ronados . , , . ^ 
f 
y Another . m o d i f i c a t i o n w h i d i has p rovon p r a c t i c a l i s tho s h i f t i n g o f tho knob ' 
; on the t r a v e r s i n g hand-wheol one i n c h c l o s e r t o t h e c e n t e r o f the v.-hool t o i n -
.i oroaso tho speed o f t r . - . v e r s i n g . (73d A n t i t a n k Regiment, Second B r i t i s h A m y ) . 

f • ' • ' • • • 
12 . CA'PUrU.GE OF !.!-10 TalTK DESTROYERS; . 

i ^ • ' 
j L l i n o , v/ator and s a l t a i x t u r o , t o form a wh l towr .sh , vcs usod , b u t was u n -
«• s a t i s f a c t o r y . • 

I .Our supp l y o f f i o c r ob ta ined sono w h i t e c i j n o u f l a g o - p a i n t . Th i s p a i n t v;as 
n i x o d w i t h f i f t y p.-r.cent (C^^'l w a t e r , ' a n d tho s o l u t i o n was b r ough t t o a b o i l . 

;' Th i s mi:.+ ur..i ' . " . j Sji.Tyed en t h e dos t roye rs by noans o f che o i l spray guns w.hiqh 
v;cre is.-,u-a wit .* ! t i o s . -c . rd ocholo-.i t o o l .sots. This nypc spray f;un covers a 

I l a r g e r s- j r icoo and a l l ^ . vs i.ioi ; i con lTo ] over tho Fp rny . The r e g u l . i r typo o f p a i n t 
spray gun \-:-:9 ne t sati .- i i 'aetory^ duo t o the /act t h a t i t e logf/j . ' v . . ry e a s i l y . Tho 

r , w h i t e c - n c ' i f l a r e pair.*; . 'or t h i s purpose i . - ' f.-,r lupor . ' . - r t o t',:o cr' ' ' .in:-.i '/ l ime and 
I ; wat: ! i- \7 i i l t 'wash . T.io ateount o f ti.-'ie roqv. i red t o p.-.i,'.!-'!; an i f J t a r k dos t . - . i y . r i s 
i appr(.:..j.rv.to''.y tvai ( 2 ) h.-j.'-s. A crrM o f thro.s :m. \ i r - . : s very . " ia t iBl ' f . c t i r . i l y - - • ' 
I ' ono nun m i x i n g a..r. ta .kiu^; earo o f tno f i . ro . i dv i l o t lv : ct.'ior tv/o ' lor app l , " tho 
' p a i n t . Gi-eat euro Mun;; bo caken i n ' a p p l / i n g tno p a i n t t o t . i o svTpcns ion s y a t o n , : 
j • aiid around t h o r ea r end o f t h e ' v o h i c l o s . : -

• 3 

i v f t o r prOjTor a p p l i c a t i o n ' f the v/hitr' camouflage pa in t . , the v e h i c l e s are 
very ho.rd tc d e t e c t a g a i n s t a 'v/hite b-.ckgrou.id. ( D u t t a l i r n Hot i r l l a i r t e n a n c o 
S e c t i o n , o t 4 t h Vrnk Des t royer B a t t a l i o n ) . 

- . 16 -
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13 . pRrv: i -7; .TiTj T : R I ; :7 . I I -T3 I -A : !CE ; 

E a r l y i n Doconbor v.-o inunjur i . toc ' . t. p r og r t jn . i " ^ . rovonta t i vo t i r o t sa in tononco . 
Both ( i .r i-rars unci cr.r c rnrur .dora v o r o inbuod w i t ; ; •;;:,j s p i r i t o f t h o prcigrcxi . 
T i r o s c.ro c l o s o l y i n spoo t cd a f t e r oaoh t r i p , .'.s o f t o n a s ' i s p r a c t i c a l , a l l t i r o s 
cj-o vnishoc", i n o r i ' o r t h a t a thors^u-jh i i i s p o o t i o n f o r f o r e i g n p a r t i o l o o nay bo 
nar'.o. ijvj p c r t i c l - j t h a t n i g h t i n j u r e t h u t i r o or punc ture the tubo i s r onovod . 
T'o formed a b a t t a l i o n t i r e ins^X'Ot ion t o t u i c o n s i s t i n ; i o f | t h r o o men and on o f f i o o r . 
This t o a n c o n s i s t s o f t i r e - s - o c i a l i s t s . Thoy rome-ra each t i r o f r o n a v e h i c l o , 
c l e a n i t t h o r o u g h l y , i n s p e c t i t and rom--'/o a l l f c r o i g n par1; io los such as n a i l s , • 
p ieces ( i f s h r a p n e l , C i r t r i d g o oases, e t c . T i r o s v/hon rep luood are t o t a t e d i f 
dconod necessary . V.'orn t i r o s are r ep l a ced vrtion r op l a cenen t t i r o s ' a r o a -7 ! i i l ab l o • ' 
T i r o s t h a t oan bo recapped arc t a k e n o f f and sent i n f o r . r e c a p p i n g be fore thoy 
ore v-'orn t o the o x t n n t t l i t . t t hoy o a m o t bo recapped . T i r o p ressure and tho 
p roper ad jus tment o f c!.air.s aro choOlrod d a i l y , r'o aro p r o f i t i n g ' b y f a r l o s s 
t i r o t r o u b l e . ( T i r o I n s p o o t i o n Toan, 654th ' 'Jank Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) . 

14 . STOV.V.GE L IST ; • . ' . 

' TD 9 -755-13 , dated 2 August 1944, w h i c h has j u s t boon r o c o i v o d j g ivos t h o 
l a t e s t equipment stowago l i s t f r - r t l io !i-lSJ and tho T - 4 1 . ( 1 s t Tank Dos t royor 

• Br i gc .do ) . 

SECTIOn V I 

'̂ " F IE ID 3'a^iJLIE:rrS . . ' 

• 1 . tR/:.CTioH DE-'ncES roi; I C Y riO..DS: • v . 

a . Tho nood f o r a d d i t i o n a l t r a c t i o n dov ioos f o r tho K-36 d o s t r o y o r n/ith 
s t o o l t r a c k bocano apparent t o t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a f t e r tho extreme c o l d v/eathor 
and sn'?v/. i J ' t e ' r ŝ nne t e s t s and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n i t v/as dec ided t h a t the v/olding 
n f s t a i n l e s s s t o o l imobs, 9 laiobs per chev r on , gavo a d d i t i o n a l t r a c t i o n on hard 
g lazod i c e . . ... t o s t was c m d u o t o d u s i n ; ; p l a i n chev rons , r u b b e r , and knobod 
ohov rcn t r a c k s . Tho knobod chevrron ' far o u t - p e r f o m o d t.he o thor typos undor a l l 
c o n d i t i o n s t r i e d . . I t i s rcoorunondod t h a t S t e l l i t o w e l d i n g rod be used f o r tho 
j o b , anc", as a s u b s t i t u t e , s t a i n l e s s s t e e l r od bo usod . ( ! ' a t o r i a l s noodod - 7 
pouni'.s o f r od per t r a c k ) . ( S - 3 , 607 th Tanl: Dos t royo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

b . , . H-IO grousers v/oro c u t v/ i th an ace t y l ene t o r c h g i v i n g a sav/-tooth edge 
w i t h a b o u t ! i n c h t o 1-| i n c h t o o t h . Fivrci o f those vrero c u t for oach t r a c k and ,• 
pu t on i n tha n o r n a l v/ay a t r e g u l a r i n t o r v / a l s . I l - lOs w i t h thoso m o d i f i e d grousers 
n rod up and •'.ov.'n ' the s t e opos t i c y grades w i t h o u t d.-j i jor-.us s l i d i n g . (Conni.nding 

• O f f i o o r , 773rd Tanl: Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) . 

c . Th is u n i t i n o e n j u n b t i o n v/ i th pe r sonne l o f t h o BOlst Ordnance B a t t a l i o n , 
have o o n s t r u c t o d am.", aro i n s t a l l i n g the m o d i f i c a t i o n t o 11-35 t r a c k s shovm bol-pw. 
Th is i n s t a l l a t i o n has proved vory s a t i s f a c t o r y i n t h a t t r a c t i o n i s ga ined and 
the danger o'f s i do s l i p p i n g i s g r e a t l y r educed . 

PUiTE I 

A - T ips ronovod by ace t y l ene c u t t i n g t o r c h . 
B - Thoso t i p s are t h e n '(/elded t c the upper p a r t o f o l i ov ron , thus f o rm i n g 

tvio p r o j e c t i o n s appr . 'xir. '.atoly one i n c h l o n g , l o c a t e d a t a d i a g o n a l t o 
t h o a x i s o f t h e tra.ek b l o c k , g i v i n g b >th t r a c t i o n and e l i m i n a t i n g s ido 
s l i p p i n g . .Point ''A" can bo o l i r . : i na t ed i f o n e - i n c h bar s t o c k i s a v n i l -
a b l o , thus saving- c u t t i t . i j t i p s ^ . f f c h e v r o n . - , 

( s - 3 , 610 th Tank Dost royor B a t t a l i o n ) . ' 



2 . lOfFrLERS FOR THS M-36! 

The nood f o r rauffling tho oxhr.ust no iso of tho M-36 d o s t r o y o r b rought r.bout 
tho o x p o r i n o n t o f n o u n t i n g m u f f l e r s f o r M-4 t r a c t o r en tho M-36 d e s t r o y e r . Tho 
o r i g i n a l mount ing was made w i t h welded 105 hov ; i t zor cases as a c o n d u i t und by 
mount ing tho m u f f l e r on tho r oa r a m o r apron o f tho d e s t r o y e r . Tho e f f e c t o f 
m u f f l i n g was no t whatw,.,s d e s i r e d , b u t r e s u l t e d i n a m a t e r i a l r e d u c i n g o f the l o u d 
noiso. o f tho e x h a u s t . I t i s f o l t t h a t t h i s p . . r t i o u l a r mount ing i s o x t r omo l y v u l -
norab lo t o . o p e r a t i o n a l - c t i v i t y o f v e h i c l e s and. t l i a t tho m u f f l e r s , i f raount.jd on 
the r e a r deck ..nd, connected w i t h f l - J X i b l e mota l t u b i n g vjould r e s u l t i n l o s s cp.-ira-
t i o n a l dcjaago and ease i n i n s t a l l . . t i o n . (Ha t< ; r i a l s needed - s t r a p i r o n f o r c lamp, 
12 f e e t o f 4 " f l e x i b l e .^tool t u b . - , 2 m u f f l e r s f o r M-4 t r a c t o r por d o s t r o y o r ) . 
(S - 3 , 607 th Tai-il: Dcstroy- j r B a t t a l i o n ) . • ' 

3 . - /xco::oL TO P.TSI'ENT F R S E Z I M G O F C-;,S lutss-.'" ' 

The a d d i t i i ^ n o f f r o n o n e - h a l f p i n t t o one p i n t o f a l c o h o l t o a t a n k o f gaso­
l i n e i n :. } i a l f - t r a c k (30 g a l l o n s ) p reven ts f r e e z i n g o f water i n gas l i n o s . T 'ater 
t h a t may bo i n tho gas t a r i : mixes -with tho a l c t i h o l and the w a t e r - a l c o h o l mixtur 'o 
v j i l l not f r e e z e . Moro a l o i h o l shou ld bo ad .ed 
(CvTinanding O f f i c e r , 808th TarJ: Dos t royor Bat- ' . ; : . ! ion) . 

4 . coTTOi; TO PRSvxirr FRCST IHG O F SI Gig LCliS; - . • • • . . ' 

I t has beoli fouj-ic t h a t p u t t i n g c o t t o n t i g a i n s t a s i g h t lens und.-jrnoath tho 
s i g h t cover p rovo i i t s tho l ens f r om f r o s t i n g on a o u l d , dt-.mp n i g h t . (S - 3 , 6 1 0 t h 
Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

5 . BULLDOZERS TO PRSP.-RB C-lflT POSITIONS! - ' , . . 

Recen t l y i u L. s t a b i l i z e d s i t u a t i o n c o v e r ing (-..bread f r o n t vra have been s-.blo t o 
employ engino-.-r b u l l d o z e r s t o a s s i s t i n d i g g i n g gun p o s i t i o n s . At l o t . s t -tv/o 
a l t e r n a t e p o s i t i o r i S have been prop. . rod f o r ouch gun o f oaoh p l a t o ; i n . (Commanding 
O f f i c e r , 808 th TarJ: Destroyer B t . t t . a i o n ) . • 

J • • 

• 6 . OCCUPATION OF PO3I?I0 i ' ! - " ' ' -

I n g i v i n g c l ose suppor t t.j tho a s s a u l t b a t t , . l i r . n o f tho _ _ _ _ I n f a n t r y Regiment 
i n tho advance t:n-,-._rd •'/i^vliDSii, the 5" towod guns o f ny p l i . to ' - .u had t o novo forv/ard 
t c a p o s i t i o n no.j- tho t . p zf a v j r y 3to--:p h i l l . The prosonoo ice and d r i f t e d 
snow mado i t imposs i b l e f.^r the h a l f - t r a c k pri ia: 'ni 'Vors t o p u l l , tho guns up tho 
o b s t r u c t e d s l o p e . I c on tac t ed .no o f tho s u p p o r t i n g tarJ:s and t h i s t a n k e r allov/ed 
mo t o ccuplo ny tewed -uns t o h i s t ; j i k and t.-wod them up the s lope t o the p o s i t i o n s 
I h;.d p r e v i o u s l y s e l e c t e d . ( L i e u t e n a n t Deddons, Conp:.,ny " A " , 802d Tank Des t roye r 
B a t t a l i . - n ) . . " ^ - . . . . 

7 . " S IG : ;T D1..GP..M CH;J^T: • . ••• • -• 
,. • ., . -

The A im ing Data Ch..rt ch.ov,-in.g s i g h t d iagram ;.nd-range l i n o s f o r APC, h3 , ;-.nd 
IPA.P were pas t ed on the s h i e l d s . f a l l guns u i d coated w i t h s h e l l a c . The paper 
c ou ld ne t bo nado e n t i r e l y i n p e r v i e u s t c wo_ther and tho s h i o l d was u s u a l l y 
co-vorod w i t h mud. A c c o r d i n g l y we p a i n t e d tui a b b r e v i a t e d sca le on the l e f t s i do 
o f the i - i an t l o t - i n v.'hito l e t - c e r s , 1 1/2 i n c h i n s i z e , t h u s ; 

- APC - ^ H ' ' • ' 
• - 8 • 9 13 . 

1 $ 18 • 23 

By i n t e r p o l a t i o n tho gunner can r e . . o i l y ..per. x i r . . . to the ~th.:r r a r . ; o s . The c h a r t 
has been pasted i n the gmi c h o s t . (Co-n-r_.nding O f f i o . - r , SOeth Tan!; Des t r cye r 
B a t t a l i o n ) . ' 

. " ' . - . " 

8 . ALIGI'HIG TilE SCR-GIO; | • • • - ' 

TTo have boon un..ble t o o b t a i n . . l i g n n r . t ccu ipr . ent ; 3 73 or ! 3 13. j . dap ta r s 
H-399 v.-oro no t a-A. i l . .b lo ..s per a u t h o r i z . t i . j n se -..e t ok r. pane l r . ; t ~ r f r ~. a 3C-
659, mounted i t and tho ai '.apter ;-;-399 .m bak l i t e ..r.d user t h e - t . . a l i j n the 
SCR-610. E;.ch company w i t ! ' these n-w r.ak^ speo:'-y ;.n:": r e . s en-.bly ..cc-ar.te _ l i . ; n -
n e n t . The adr.ptors v/ere r o q u i s i t i o u o d and the panel r . - t - r s are ;.-.-..ilL.ble „ t 
salv^-.ge. The connect ions ( . re- t l io s l s u a s r e g u l . r i n s t a l l , . t i : n i n 3C-S59. (S - 3, 
808 th Tanl: P o s t r o y o r ^ . t t a l i o n ) . ^ 



•:r .,. : r , - , ; - , Cj--: SBC BET >• 

SECTIOIT V I I 

'• C1U.!I0EG i n T.-BLES OF OROiJU^'.TIO:.' JJTD EQUIKtEHT 

ADDITIOtU.L AlglUl'ITIOII TRUCr:S_ jroR_ H-36 B/.TI.XICUSr- ' 

Bcct.uso OOri rnr . iun i t iMn i s oo;isi<'.;'ri..bly ht . i . v ior t h a i 3" o r .76n i i i , tho Ti'.blo o f 
E q u i p n j n t v j h i c l , c aro i i i s u f f i c i o n t f o r t r ; . u s p o r t i - i p ; t h a i « inu: i i t ion o f an 11-36 
b a t t a l i o n . To ronody t h i s o e n d . i t i o n , i t Tf..3 rooonr.iendad t 'ha t the T h i r d U n i t e d ' 
S ta tes i^rny 11-36 T..nl: Dos t roy . i r l i t t t ^ . l i M i o bo pr . r/ iaod v j i t h ' a n a d a i t i i . n a l f o u r ' 
2 l / 2 - t o n t r u c k r , and 1- ton t r^- . i l o r . ' j f o r t h o b a t t a l i o n a r m u i i i t i o n t r a i n . Recomraen-
d a t i o n c o u l d not be approved duo t o shorta . je o f 2 l / 2 - t o n t r u c k s . (S - 4 , 1s t Tank 
Des t royer B r i g a d e ) . ' ' " -̂ . , 

SECTIOi! ' V I I I _ ~ •• ' 

COMBAT TIPS ' ' • 
1 . DECEPTION! 

A 3" gun vrl-.s b iookod out by d i r o c t h i t f r .n a 120nn n o r t ( j ( f o r t u n a t e l y , no ~ 
crow nenbors v/ere i n j u r e d ) . Tho gun has been ovi .ouated f o r r e p a i r and a dunny 
o o n s t r u c t o d i n i t s p l a c e . I'ho b a t t a l i o n i.'j o, . .roful t h a t the ' Gemans soe a c t i v i t y 
around t h i s gu'.i p o s i t i o . i each day . i.s a r . s u l t o f t h i s d e c e p t i o n , tho Germans 
aro v/; .st in~ about 20 rou'nds o f heavy c a l i b e r n o r t a r a i . i nun i t i on on t h i s p o s i t i o n 
d a . i l y . (Coru.u.nding O f f i o o r , 774th Tank Des t royer flattali.m). 

,2 ' . ' GETTING TIE MOST OUT OF THE a'-ZOOIL'.! • 

•These t h i n g s w i l l ho l p t o deve lop aggress ive and, e f f i c i e n t use o f the bazooka: 

a . S e l e c t aggress ive , n c n . 
- b . Make tho bazot i ia t h o i r p r i t i a r y weapon. Givo t h e n o n l y a p i s t o l i n . ' 

a d d i t i o n . 
c . Put bazooka tearis f o r t r a i n i n g and opor. . . t ion und.er 'a nonconr.i issioned 

o f f i o o r v/ho has used a. b;.zooka i n b a t t l e and b e l i o v o s i n i t . 
d . Givo bazooka pe rsonne l s p e c i a l t r a i n i n g t o i n c l u d e the f o l l o v / i n g : 

/ (1 ) Vulnera.bla p o i n t s on h o s t i l e t a n k s . f 
•' ^ ' ( 2 ) E i i p l - c i n g the bazooka t o u b t a i n ce .coal i . ient and s u r p r i s e . 

• ' ( 3 ) Tank s t a l k i n g . Th i s sh . .u ld be by p a t r o l s o f two bazooka toans and 
a r i f l e s q u a d w i t h s e v e r a l sub-u.chiue guns. . • 

e . I n cenb; . t , use your bazookas i n p a i r s under oonpany c t n t r o l u n l o r s a ' 
s p e c i a l s i t u a t i e u n-kes t n o t h e r i i o t i i od necessary . (Execu t i v e O f f i o c r , 334th 
I r J ' a n t r y Hog i rv int E x t r a c t f r . j n " B a t t l e E x p o r i o n c o s " ) . ' 

3 . DOiF'T LliiGER i ^ J C.-PTUR5D PILLnOX:3S! , . 

Rooori..'iondati. n by CL.ptain John J . K .e l l y , then Conr.ianding O f f i c e r o f Company 
" C " , 773d Ta rJ : .Des t r oy ; r B a t t a l i o n : "Dc' no t l e t nen novo around c l oso t o cap tured 
p i l l b o x o s w h i c h ...re w i t h i n Geman ^ . r t i l l e r y r^.n^e. Tho f i r s t round f i r o d g e n e r a l l y 
Lands r i g h t on the p i l l b o x v/hich i n d i c t . t e s th/ . t t h e y ::.re c a r e f u l l y zeroed i n on 
a l l o f t h e n " . (Com.uand.ing O f f i c e r , 775d Tanl: Do-strcyor B a t t a l i o n ) . . 

4 . TOPS FOR DESTROYERS: ' . ' . • 

I n . s t a t i o n a r y s i tu - . t i . ^ns M-lOs .-ire dug i n u n t i l on l y tho t u r r o t p r o t rudes 
abovo t i io g r o u n d . Th is i s t ! io on l y v/ay oxooss ivo c a s u a l t i e s f rom oneny a r t i l l o r y 
f i r e can bo a v o i d e d . The c row ' s dugout i s under t l i o v e h i c l e and the crew ont j r s 
and loaves the v e h i c l e threu.gh the escape iv i . toh. Tops rua'o o f bourds covered v/ i th 
sandbags p r o t e c t tho crow ago. inst a i r b u r s t s .^.nd mort-.r- s h e l l s . (Comn.-.ndiug O f f i c e r 
702u T .nk Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

5 . SECURi:iT POSTS: 

I l i k e t o s o t up s e c u r i t y posts as f e l l o i / s : Uso a machine gunner , a bazooka 
n a n , and a r i f l e r v . . . i . Havo t'non d i ; ; a V-sliapod t r e n c h l a r g e enough f o r a l l men and 
rrot . i wh i ch tho bazooka and machine gun can'bie f i r e d . Prov ide h a l f the t r e n c h w i t h 
cverhoad c o v e r . . Arrange f i j r oo : i r . iu i i ic . ; t i n t o the o r g a n i z a t i o n and r e q u i r e i t t o 
bo t e s t e d f r o q u e i i t l y . ( S j t J . Govear t , b 2 l 3 t Tank Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n — 
E x t r a c t f r c n " B a t t l e E x p e r i n i o e s " ) . 



6 . ' "E;'.SI1'G DATTLE '{JTR/.I!!! V ' - .// - ; /'fv,,̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ -̂ ^ -\v;e*-'''''^''-v 

' ' ' Ono v/cy vra us td t o oaso tho s t r a i n on u latai's n-irvos vfus t c pass : j o u n d anong 
tho . o n t i r o p l a t c r . n i . l l r a d i i , nossagos, rogcTiHosr. o f v.^iat t hoy \ ;ora. . I t k ep t 
thon busy ami gi.vo, t h o u s,.m./thing t^; t h i n k a b o u t . (Cor . i ianding O f f i o o r , 703d Tank 
Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) . • ' 

•, V ''•-.:„ , S E C T I O N I X 

TPJ. ir i l lG REII'F0RCL'.!E!rT3 

BATT^,JOI!_ORmr^ 

I n c r d o r t l u . t roinforoer,io:-.ts o - a i n j t . i t h i n B . . t t o . l i on May r e a d i l y f o o l thoy 
havo found a "h . .™" , and. s • a s t o ind. . c t r i i i a t o ' o . n d ongondor p r i d o i n thonso lvos ,^ 
t h e i r s t . . t\i3 ,• :j'.d tho o r g a n i z a t i ,n . . f w'. i ich they ..re nov/ a p ^ r t , v/j havo so t up 
an c r i o n t ; . t i o n c . u r s o f o r a l l r e i n f j r o o r i o n t p . i r s o m i o l . Thy oourso i s o a r r i o d on 
m a i n l y t h r o u g h tho Koadquarters CvmT».nd.4it under tho d i r o c t i o n o f t h o B a t t a l i o n 
Cor.-xu'jidor aixl h i s s t a f f . Thoy ar.; b r i u . j h t up t o date on such sub j e c t s as t h o 
h i s t o r y o f tho o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h o , t a n l : d o s t r .yor o r g a n i z a t i o n , tho m i s s i o n o f a 
t a n l : d e s t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n , d u t i e s o f mo:.ib.rs t i i o t a n k d o s t r o y n r b a t t a l i o n , ' • 
d u t i e s l i r ' . l enbArs o f th i i t.-r.'-'• d o s t r o y . r c:-r.\.z', •.mechanical t r a i n i n g , types . o f £;;T.-IU-
i i i t i o n .'..r.d U S B S , the t a i o o ' : a , :v.p i u s t r i ' . e t i o , i o e n t i f i c a ' i i o n .of enor.y v o h i c l o s • 
and vu l ; , c r . . b l o .voi i i t 's , p e r sona l /u . in tonanco , r. ' .ri.)jy d i : . f i p ) i n n , .the oo:\bat s o l d i e r 
ti'.d r . u r r r n t baVjl.n nx l o r i e r i c i . T . .3 u r - i s u l t , \.n v i l i . . :havo no "iir,\ •••.on '•,oin,-, i n t c 
tho l i n f . . . (•:, J I ' i w i d i n ; U , . " i c o r , C : 4 t h Tank Eos t r oyo r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

SECTIOK X 

• rri^Rit-OT OFPic:'RS 

' i . s y e t , n o t h i n g d e f i n i t e has been e s t a b l i s h e d c once rn ing tho appo intmont o f 
Warrant O f f i c e r s , Ho'V/ovor, i t appears t h a t an a p p l i c a n t v / i l l bo r e q u i r e d t o pass 
a w r i t t e n e x a m i n a t i o n i n o rder t o bo p laood on tho ETOUSA e l i g i b i l i t y l i s t . Thon 
a s V,'arr..:it O f f i c e r s are r e q u i r e d t h r o u g h normal r e q u i s i t i o n s , YJarrant O f f i c e r s 
v / i l l bo appo in t ed t o f i l l l iocessary v a c a n c i e s . . • . . 

I f a u n i t has b o t h , a -vi.cancy f o r a T.'o-rraiit O f f i c e r and an o -n l i s t od nan v/ho i s 
on, tho e l i g i b i l i t y l i s t ' a n d t h i s f a c t i n s t a t o d .en tho r o q u i a i t i o - n , i t i s p robab lo 
t h a t tho e n l i s t e d m.-.n v / i l l be appr . in tod and r o t a i n o d by tho u n i t . - . 

C^nplo-to and d e f i n i t e i r i s t r u c t i o n s v / i l l be i s sued s h o r t l y . ( S - l , 1s t Tank 
Dos t royo r B r i g a d e ) . . .. 

' ,̂  SECTIOH X I ' . . • . . •. 

., ' — — • • ' •• 
- I l fFORfMIOU — EDUCATIOIJ PROGRiJ! 

Major j . r t h u r ? . l/elsen, S-2, 1s t Tank Des t roye r B r i g a d e , has boon appo in t ed . 
Br igade I n f o r m a t i o n — E d u c a t i o n O f f i c e r . Major Ke l son r e c e n t l y a t t e n d e d the 
i i m y I n f o r m a t i o n — E d u c a t i o n S t a f f S choo l , ^sny U n i v e r s i t y Center . . Th i s s c h o o l 
i s oporat in .g undor t h o pre^/lsions o f paragraph 6 f , Thoator SOP 48 and p a r a g r a p h 
8 AG l e t t e r 322 OpSS, 2 U^vcmbor 1944, t o t r a i n p e r sonne l t o i n i t i a t e and a d n i n i s -

. , t o r tho Jjn.iy E d u c a t i e n a l P r o g r a n . I n tho noar f u t u r o a l l t a n k d o s t r o y o r b a t t r . l i o n s 
v / i l l r o co i v e a quota of a t l e a s t one o f f i c e r per b a t t a l i o n t o a t t e n d tho s c h o o l . 

Tho Jirny E d u c a t i o n prcv:ran i s d i v i d e d i n t c tv/o. phases. Phase I c o n s i s t s 
p r i m a r i l y o f kooe ing t h e s,-l- '.ier i n f o m o d ;.nd o r i e n t e d on t h o pro.-jross o f tho war 
i n a l l t h e a t e r s , on c u r r e n t n-v/s oi the "heme f r o n t " , and on tho g ene ra l p rob lons 
t h a t c o n f r o n t b o t h tho i n d i v i . ' . u a l s ; l d i a r ar.d the v/'-,rld ,'.t l a r g o . Phase I i s i n 
o f f . ' c t nov/ and v / i l l c on t inue t h r o u : ; h ; u t the p e r i o d of act i ' vo o p e r a t i o r . s . 

I • 
Phase 11 i s t h a t p a r t o f the ,.rro' T r a i l i n g Pro-r.-ja n.'.t d . i r o c t l y r e l a t e d t o tho 

pe r f omance o f n i l i t a r y d u t i e s or o u p . r v i s o d r e c r e a t i . e n , b u t r eprose iAs an oxpan-
s i c n c f tho p r esen t o f f - l u t y ' c d u c a t i o T ! ~ a T r < ^ j r : r . . Phase I I i s t o ba i r - a u g u r a t ' d i n 
tho t h e a t e r as soon i.s t h e n i l i t ; . r y s i t u ' . t i . - n p . r r . i t s a f t e r the de f ea t ^ f Crcmany. 
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• _ BS ia j ) E , J ' ' 

1ST T..:TK DESTUOYi:?. 3}:IG..D;.; - - Co l ono l , LCOi.M C . BL;T{HY 

GROUPS 

1st TD 
2uc'. TD 
5r('. TD 
4 t h TD 
5 t h TD 
6 t h TD 
7 t h TD 

l^'iO ' 6 0 1 TD 
•:.s^iv^l;i,;;, 6 0 2 TD 

K?4;V''603 TD 
6 0 5 TD 
607 TD 
6 0 9 TD 
6 1 0 TD 
6 1 2 TD 
6 1 4 TD 
6 2 8 TD 
6 2 9 TD 
6 3 0 TP 

. 6 3 1 TD 
6 3 4 TD 
6 3 5 TD 
636 TD 
608 TD 
6 4 3 TD 
6 4 4 TD 
6 4 5 TD 
6 4 8 TD 
6 5 4 TD 
6 5 6 TD 
6 6 1 TD 
6 7 9 TD 
6 9 1 TD 
6 9 2 TD 
7 0 2 TD 
7 0 3 TD 

i-.. 

Group 
Group 
Group 
Group 
Group 
GrC'Up 
Group 

Bn 
Bu 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
3n 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn ' 
Bn 
3n 
En 
3n 
Bn 
Bn 
Bn 
3n 
3n 
Bn . 
Bn 
S i i . 
3n 
3n . 
3n 

Co lone l STJVEHS 
Co lo t i o l ELHS 
L t Col a . Y S 
Co lone l BRO'o'NIl'G 
Co lone l JACOBY 
Co lone l 3S.JiCY 
L t Col BROJIIE 

8 t h TD Group' 
9 t h TD Group 

12 th TD Group 
I ' l t h TD Group 
l u t l i I'D Group 
2 0 t l i TD Group 
23i'.;. TD Group 

Co l one l Li'J?TGR-
L t Col Di.RLIHG 
C o l o n e l DEERY 
Co l ono l ILiDDOX 
C o l o m l VlEi.TOW 
Co l ono l SARGEIJT 
C o l o n o l U u r t i n 

B i . T t i l O H S 

L t Co l TARDY 7 0 4 TD Bn - L t C( 1 B i r r - E a • ] 

t lo. jor COIILIH 7 0 5 TD 3n - L t Co l TEilPLETON 
L t C.;l MoCUKRY 7 7 1 TD Bn - L t Col SMITH 
L t Co l BUCKTViD 7 7 2 TD Bn V - L t Cel MOCLELLI'.N • 

.... . • • - f 
L t Col suiroT 7 7 3 TD Bn - - L t Col S P I E S S • •- • 'i 
Mt-Jor SHCTOLA' 7 7 4 TD Bn - L t Col STURGES • • - i 
f . t . j o r ICJi'iOLji 7 7 6 TD 3n - L t Col !IOOPi;ffii.D .7 '• _ - - :'i 
L t Co l DE'iLEY' 8 0 1 TD 3n - L t Col HOHSFALL 
L t Co l PRITCaJ'.D 8 0 2 TD Bn . - L t Col IIOITGOMERY 1 
I l u j o r GnLL/XER 8 0 3 TD Bn - L t Col GOOD'."I1I 
L t Co l CCtE 8 0 7 TD Bn - L t Col SMITH •» 

ll 'o.jor JOtfES 8 0 8 TD 3n r- L t Col MoDOIL'JJ) t 
L t C : ; l !;ATFU.H 8 0 9 TD 3n - L t Col U P S O I I ; e 
L t Co l DAVISSOU 8 1 1 TD Dn - L t Cc l 3R0TTHFIELD 
L t Co l 3HITH 8 1 3 TD Bn - Major McCUTCHEOU 
L t Co l v.lLaUR 8 1 4 TD Bn • • • L t C<,1 JD'IES .• • • 
L t Co l DAVIS 8 1 7 TD Bn - L t Col 3i.RDES f 
L t C - 1 K'.HR . 8 1 8 TD Bn - L t Col R ( . I L 
L t C I GR.H/j; • 8 2 0 TD 3n - L t Col PATRICK 
L t C-..1 ..USTIN 8 2 1 TD Bn - L t Co l /.HBURY 
L t C. ,1 IL'-YO 8 2 2 TD Bn - L t Co l 
L t C.^1 in'JTCli 8 2 3 TD En - . L t Co l DETTMER i 
L t Col I!I1'.D0H 8 2 4 TD Dn - L t Col SMITH 
Unl-:n-vm 8 2 5 TD En - L t Co l ! !E . .DIKG i 
Unl:n,-V7n 8 2 7 TD 3n - L t Col V.uIDERSrTEEP 
Mi- jor P I I IEY • 8 9 3 TD Bn - M - j o r C . . R L I N 
L t Col :;ORSE 8 9 9 TD 3n L t Col TINCHER 
L t Co l B E . i L R3FJ • TD Bn - I t Cc l !i..GGL'Ji . 
Unknsv.n i 

Rogi-i.-.-i.t B l indee Fus i l o - i r s M u r i n e s . 

LOGA!" C . 3ERRY 
C o l . n o l , C f . v _ l r y ( T D ) 
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SECRET 

APPEirai;; fP-^BaR i TO T/JTC DEOTROYSR ivivrn'-Tion LETTER mrissR 4 

Ey:P3:;iK;;cE3 O F SSOTH T ;J !K UECTX.YSR B A T T A L I O H • 

E^'^:'J^9^ 

' The 630th Tank Des t royer B a t t a l i o n (tov/ad) v.'as a t t a ched t o the 7-"^ I n f a n t r y 
. D i v i s i o n and was a long the OH;'; RIVEli (GKit lAlT - LUXiiliBOURG b o r d e r ) aFThe s t a r t 
; 0 f tho German b r e a k t h r o u g h on I G t h Decenbor r,;44. As a r e s u l t t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
oaught much o f the Gorman blov; and had an o x c o l l o n t o p p o r t u n i t y t o seo German 
tanks i n a c t i o n . The fo l lcv . i i i ; .^ po in t ' s are cons ide red v/orthy o f n o t e : 

1 . Tho t e r r a i n o f tho i n i t i a l b r ) a ! : t ; i r o u g ! i i n our s ec to r vms vo r y h i l l y and 
tanks v/ere c o n f i n e d t o the r o a d s . I t V/F,S no t t a n l : c o u n t r y ; t h e r e v/ere few t u n k 
approac l ios ; y o t t h o itermans used tanks i n l a r g e q u a M t i t y (and s u c c e s s f u l l y ) t o 
suppor t t h e i r a t t a c k . 

2 . This uso o f tanks v/as p o s s i b l e m a i n l y because o f t h e e x c e l l e n t t a n k -
i n f a n t r y c o o r d i n a t i o n . I n s e v e r a l i n s t ances th r e e or f ou r tanks and app rox ima t e ­
l y 100 i n f a n t r y v/orkad t o g s t h o r . Thoy worlred as f o l l o v r s : 

Tho t tu iks v/ould advance as l o n g as t h o r o v/ore no o b s t r u c t i o n s , 't.'hon one 
o f our AT or TD guns was l o c a t e d , the tanks^would h o l d back and t h e i n f a n t r y 
would dep loy and advanoe upon our p o s i t i o n , ( i t must horo bo p o i n t e d out t h a t 
tho d i v i s i o n was spread ovor a 5 0 - m i l n f r o n t and , c onsequen t l y , t h e r e v/as l i t t l e 
i n f a n t r y v/ i th our guns. On somo occasions t h o r o was no i n f a n t r y near tho guns , 
v/hich had t o depend s o l o l y on t h e i r s o c u r i t y s o c t i o n s f o r p r o t e c t i o n . ) Tho 
G-jmu-n i n f a n t r y v/as ag-r- •'v:; and t h e m a j o r i t y o f tho guns 4ore l o s t to-onomy f o o t . 
t r o o p s . Th i s v/ould no t happened i f wo had ( 1 ) s u f f i c i e n t f r i e n d l y i n f a n t r y 
t o defend our p o s i t i o n a or ( 2 ) i f wo had boon s e l f - p r o p e l l e d and cou ld havo 
maneuvered our guns . 

5 . I f p o s s i b l e , towod guns shou ld bo dug i n f o r 360° t r a v e r s e . I n c e r t a i n 
oases, onony tarJ-s maneuvered so a s t o approach on a b l i n d s p o t , and , i f th.) gun 
was no t d u g - i n so i t cou ld be nan-handled t o cover t h a t area the clis ncos a ro the 
gun v/ould bo l o s t . This i s t r u e oven t l .ough t h e guns i n u s e c t i o n or p l a t o o n 
arc n u t - a a l l y s u p p o r t i n g , f o r one or mor.; guns n...y be knocked out and tho r e m a i n ­
i n g gun or gum; v / i l l ha->pe t o oov r a much l a r g e r s e c t o r . The 360° tra-veroo shou ld 
b.e sought a t a l l t i n e s , though the r. .ng; s t o somo sec t o r s may o f t e n be V ! r y s h o r t . 

4 . T:.nk d o s t r o y o r gun or;v,'3 shou ld bo " fu rn i sh/d v/ i th f l a r e s f o r i l l u m i n a - • 
t i o n o f t a r g e t s a t n i g h t . Th~- Germans iv.d,; ox t eno i ve use o f f l a r e s and a t n i g h t 
these v/ere '.ised when-v/r o\ir t r oops wore on 'countored. J ' o t on l y d o ' f l a r e s a i d by 
iUur ; i ina t in - _ . tr..- t . e r g e t , b u t fney a i d gre^ . t ly by t'.v; e f f e c t th.\ produce on the 
opposing t r o o p s . Thl; ; i s r ios t d^^mora l i z ing i I t i s p a . r t i c u l - r l y rocoi-nonced 
t h a t outponte v-.j f u r n i s h e d these f l a r e s f o r the f o l l o w i n g r easons : {1^ A l e r t 
(as a s i g n a l ) the ^-jn cr-v.-s; ( 2 ) donor/. l ize the enemy and ( 3 ) i l l u m i n a t e tho 
t a r g e t . The i i l T r . l g renade, i l l - j n i n . - t i n g , s l i o t f rom r i f l e or c a r b i n e l a u n c h e r 
has pro-vod auccess fu l f o r t h i e p'orpose. 

5. Towod t-.-.nk c . -s t royer g-Jies reust have f r i e m l y i n f ; a t r y t o ^ ; r o t , o t them 
from foo t t r o o p s . Tho f o i l c / i n g inc idT n t v . i l l i l l u : 3 t r _ t e t h i s st^.tom m t . 

T\/o tov;ed gui.s o f t h - f i r J t p l a t o o n , Cotepai.y " 3 " , w . ro i n p o s i t i o n on a 
rot-,d w h i c h v/as a l i k e l y t - n l : ! . p p r t - c h . '/•ir. e e:aer.y t,j-.ks w i t h i r f . . r . t r y r i d i n g 
on thom approached the p o s i t i o n . Th . t..:L-.3 v / r . about 200 yards op:./-:. Tho 
gunner o f our f o n . a r d gun p e r m i t t e d t h j l e ad tanl^ t o . .pproach t o a r^-nge o f 350' 
yards be fo re f i r i n g , hop ing the s rcond t a : J - v/culc fo l l ov/ t:-.e f i r s t out o f sono 
woods-. On openinj ; f i r e -the g 'o i j i . r f i r - - d '/ rou : :cG a t t - . ; t c j i k and c o n p l e t o l y 
knocked i t out a/id k i l l e d most o f t h e i'.-J'.--.try r i d i i x g on i t . The socond t a n k r e ­
mained i n the v;oods. Tho i n f e n t r y d i snountod and adv_ncod oi . our g i m . The t h i r d 
t a n k took a cover, d r o u t e and moved t o p o e i t i c n t o f i r e on tho second gun. By 
t h i s t ime tho f i r s t gun had t o bo o.bandomd ( d u . t o numb.^r o f enemy i n f a n t r y ) and 
the s-icond a t t e m p t ' d t o swing tov/ard i t s r e a r t o shoot t h ' t h i r d t a n i : . Boforo 
t h i s cou ld be completed the t a i j . : opened f i r o o:i the p o s i t i o n . Tho f o u r t h round 
dos t royod the h;,lf-tr£.ol:. En-ny i a f . . r i t r y ..dvaneed on the p o s i t i o n a.nd t'.io gun was 
put ou t o f o p o r a t i o . i by our'cvov/ v/hich t h a ; had t o v/ithdrav.' o:; f o o t . 

r: - p.:; -
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.  6 . Lv-;ry v o h i c l o ,.nd gun shou ld huvo t.n i n o j i ; d i i . r y grcnndo tapod t o r; oon-
, s p i c l r u s ,.nd ' n i lno r : . b l o n p o t , ojid a l l po r sonno l should bo i n s t r u c t e d i n t h : . i r 

uso . This i n s t r u c t i o n should i n c l u d r noai's vjf d .^/ t roy ing or dtmaging oquipraont 
W i t h o u t tho i n c o u d i ; . r y gron,' .rio'or by f i r o , r.b the t i n o may a r r i v e v;)ien uno i ; f • 

these v d l l g ive your p o s i t i o n r.v/t.y and t h u s ca;;r.ot be usod< T'o do no t expect t o 
havo t o d e s t r o y a;iy oquipmont - bu t i t v.'as i ; ; c o3Sv , r y cncc!. Equipment shou ld no t 

• f a l l i n t o onemy !u.:ids unlosTi i t has f i r s t been d .maged as much as p o s s i b l e . 

7 . I t i s the f i . - n o c n v i o t i .a • f t h i s 
p r ' o p o l l o d , r a t h . - r tho.n tove-d, tho ;uto . ; .v ' v 
Our o f f i c e r s bcl ie-vo v.-o v.-.'uld h,.ve b o . o ' e d 
as v;o d i d , and v/i u l d no t }:i.v:' 1. s t t.s m i c l i . 

' t c f i r o on enemy t anks ' - t ) i ' ! i r i n f a n t r y ovo 
nrjTio v / i t h i n rt-.nge o f t'.io g u r j : . A l s o , duo t 
of-t^en c ou ld no t mc\ t o tho mr.t f avorv.bl 
by f a i l i n g t c k'.iock out tanics v/hioh a s e l f - ; 
Tho tovjod 3 " gun i s an -exco l l ent V/oapon, b n 
f i r o on t . x . k s ; :ind t h e n d i s p l a c o v/ i th tho 
J ' a thor , i f i t beconss s e r i o u s l y engaged i r . 
mav ln'.'/e t o be aba'aco;iod. 

;a i/iz ,- . t i -n t!v;,t i f i t hf.d boon s e l f -
.'•uld h . v j been much moro f a v o r a b l e . 
. u t r.per I ' i m a t e l y tv/ioe r.s many t.in>:s 

S . n j o f cur gujes had no o p p o r t u n i t y . 
r ; .n . 'ur p - s i t i . . ' n s b o f o r o tho tanks 

tho n . . tu r ! ) . f the t e r r a i n •ur guns 
p. . ' j i t io i ' iS i . t opportune moments, t h e r e -
e r i p . , l l o d gun c o u l d havo f i r o d upon . 

;'j i ; i v. ' ithdrav/al mov..ments i t cannot 
e-.-.e ease as a s e l f - p r o p e l l e d gun . 
cl.i.^e f i g h t i n g the chances are the gun 

• ••••'I 

8 . O'.ir. t r^ope shou ld bo pro',/ided b o t t o r v.dnter equ ipment , b>.th o r g : . n i z a t i o n -
a l and pors e i a l . I n einovz-oovorod t o r r a i n , guns, v e h i c l e s ..nd pe r so in i o l s tand cu t 
l i k e the p r o v e r b i a l " s e re t h i m b " . '''o p rocured a l l t'no sheets p o s s i b l e and found 
thoso t ( . ba exco l l o i e t canouf lago f o r t h o gun, p a r t i c u l a r l y as t h e y may bo removed 
i f t h o gun i s p laced a g a i n s t a dark backgr . 'und , i n v/ocds, e t c . The ma in d i f f i c u l t y . 
hov;ever, i s t h . j s u p p l y c f s 'noots. Pers.emiel s h - u l d a l l b-e i s sued combat c l o t h e s 

' f-or v/inter and v/hi'to u n i f o n a co^z-ers or capon f e r use i n the snov/. Tho Ucmans 
havo o x c o l l o n t pe r sona l ' c an . -u f l ago oqu iphon t f . . r snovz-covercd t e r r a i n , and i t s use 
ratJias th . jn ve ry hard t o • hsor-r;. ( S - 3 , CoOth Tank Des t roye r B a t t a l i o n ) . a;) 

i ' ' ' - ; ; ^ ' ! 
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