
j 

••\. 

•i 
ri 

.0 
SECRET • S E C R E T 

HE;.DqU,.RTERSlST TAIJK. DESTROYER BRIW.DE A u t h : ' CO, 1s t TD B r i g 
O f f i c e o f tho Hrisado Cor.-....ndor I n i t i / - j A y A c B / J O U / d 

. D t i t o i . ' M ^ A t J r i i ' 1945. 

APO 403 , U n i t e d States Anny 
. . 1 / A p r i l 1945 

TANK DESTROYER IlfFOK'.-TIOl; ) 

LETTER ini:BER 6 ) 

SECTION I 
SECTIOU I I 
SECTION I I I 
SSGTIO!,- IV 
SECTION V 
SECT I Oil - n 

CU: :UL. . -TITO r ^ K ' K T O F TAMK DESTROYER U N I T S 
T.-.I1: DESTR0VE!;3 I K CO?!BAT 
T;J :1. D"3TR0i1;R T . X T I C S 
TCF.TSr T.-Ri". .Dr3l ' ;XiER B A T T A L I O N A3 CORPS A R T I L L E R Y 
I : I T E L ' J I 3 E I : C E I 'OTSS 
T..;rK ESSTKona T:-:C.'CP L I S T 

SECTION I 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t i -nk - and s e I f - p r o p o l l o d , a n t i - t a n k . , and a r t i l l e r y guns 
d e s t r o y e d as sh^vn above. T h i r d AiTiy lap.k Destroyers have a l s o des t royed 4S3 
machine guns, 824 p i i r o o . T c s , nr.d .'.O'/l o t h e r t a r g e I . s , I n c i u d M i g a . ' t i i V i r y prime 
mo ' / orS ; GP v e h i c l e s , OPJ . ii-iA gu :i5.. t r o o p t r a i n s . , ammiinit ir .n dumps, a i r p l a n e s , 
o t c . 

* Not y e t i n a?'',:ion 
** Destroyed by r r . - i i o ' s t r o y o r b a t t a l i o n s f o r m e r l y i n T h i r d Army 

novf assign?d t o o t i i e r A i m i o s ; ' . ^ 

CL';rUU;TIVS .HTPO.-.T. OF TAFK DESTROYER UMTS TO 29 HAECH 
_\ 

- TOTAL TOT^.L TOTAL TOTAL RO'JflDS ROU"^^ 
• 'l 

B/.TTALIOII . T ; . I : K S s? Gn:s ; -R -y k . , T GUira. ROUllDS FIRBD 
DESTRO'fED rssT:.o-r2D DESTPXYED FIRED DIRECT I^:DIRECT • 602 41 8 6 1 • 9751 6232 3519 

* 

'. " • - 603 . 58 2 2 5 0 14297 7213 7084 
607 . . 58 2 3 . 2 5 . 62 760 8907 '53953 
610 93 . • 2 2 5 1'.224 , - 4819 6405 . 
631 * 

•691 6 2 1 15458 2522 ' 12S36 \ 
\ 704 65 I S 29 1824 1180 644 

705 43 S 1 2 cl%9Q 6690 15000 • 
• 773 109 2 ! 5 4 ••12276 9103 3; 53 . 

774 5 1 1 6 12092 8924 3:63 I 

J 803 • 25 1 6 19 15 ' ' iO 3777 10J33 .. 
. BOB 7 1 1 14 37909 • 6304 51t.95 

> • 811 58 1 0 15 8111 2750 51-51 
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SECTIOTI I I 

TANK DESTROYE]?S I I ' COHB/J 

60Zm TA?1K DESTROYER Ri'.TTALIO!? ( M - I B ) ; . ^ • . 
'. 1 " 

a . L a t e ono a f t o r n o o n , as darkness v,-as a p p r o a c h i n g , t h e 6 t h C a v a l r y Squadron 
Coranandor obsorved a d u g - i n nach ine gun i n T'A?r.1;iLLBR t h a t was p i n n i n g down p a r t 
o f tho c a v a l r y ' s a t t u c h i ' . i g f o r c o . Tho Squadron Corjiandor c a l l e d f o r t a n k d o s t r o y o r 
f i r e f rom the 3d P l a t o o n , Conpuny " A " , 602d Tan!: D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n . Tho range 
was ovor 2200 y a r d s . Duo t o dar l rness , tho t a r g e t could not bo observed and guns 
were as near t o t h o t a r g o t as the t e r r a i n would p e r m i t . 

• Rodio co i i jnun ioa t i on had p r e v i o u s l y baen p r o v i d e d between tho t a n k d o s t r o y i 
o r compriny command p o s t and the squadron oonnt.nd p o s t . The c a v a l r y f o r w a r d o b s e r ­
ver named r o f o r o n c e p o i n t s s t i l l d i s t i n g u i s ' i a b l e from tho t a n k d e s t r o y e r p o s i t i o n s . 
T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n was r a d i o e d t o tho l oader o f t h o 3d P l a t o o n . Ono AP s h o l l was 
f i r o d and t h o foi-v;ard observer r e p o r t e d i t f e l l 10 yards s h o r t o f tho t a r g o t ; tho 
second s h o l l f e l l a t tho edge of tho gun p o s i t i o n ; t h o obsorvar t h e n c a l l o d f o r a 
do layod fuze HE. S o v o r u l rounds o f delayed fuze HE v/ iped out the gun p o s i t i o n . . 
Tho a t t a c k i n g f o r c e v/as t h o n ab lo t o movo on t o i t s -ob joct unmolested by any. 
enemy machine gun f i r o . . 

b . Two. guns TJore i n p o s i t i o n near tho v i c i n i t y o f RALLENSDORF, Cover ing 
s e v e r a l approaches i n t o the tov.-n o f PHILLIPSTEILLER. P l a t o o n Sergofint H a y n " , : . o b ­
served an onemy column moving a long c r o a d , j u s t as darkness approached , o j rgoon ' t 
Haynos was o b s e r v i n g from a h i g h embankment,, about 300 yards i n f r o n t o f the d u g -
i n i n f a n t r y p o s i t i o n s . Upon the s e r g e a n t ' s r e q u e s t , the i n f a n t r y r a n a t e l e p h o n e ' . 
l i n e .out t o h i s p o s i t i o n . T h e ' s e r g e a n t thon used tho te lephone t o c a l l f o r Corps 
a r t i l l e r y f i r o on tho t a r g e t . . The enemy colu.-an was composed o f a l a r g e t a n k , 
f o l l o v j e d by hor.se-dra^vn a r t i l l e r y . A road b l o c k caused tho enemy column t o c l o s e , 
up and beceme bunched. Darkness had f a l l e n by the t ime a r t i l l e r y v;as o b t a i n e d 
and a bjise p o i n t s e l e c t e d . A l l t h a t oould be seen was the d i m ' g r e e n shaded ends 
o f the f l a s h l i g h t s the enemy vas u s i n g t o ge t around t h e road b l o c k . Every t i m e 
the enemy v e h i c l e s w o u l d ' g r o u p up a v o l l e y o f a r t i l l e r y was b r o u g h t upon them-
c a u s i h ; them t o d i s p e r s e . T h i s i n c i d e n t happened over and over a g a i n and tKa.-
enemy f i n a l l y d i s p e r s e d i n t o a woods about 1000 yards avmy. Sergeant Haynes was 
able t o f o l l o w t h e enemy by the n o i s y , d i s o r g a n i z e d manner i n v /hioh t h e y moved ' 
and t o d i r e c t a r t i l l e r y f i r e on the enemy as they d i s p e r s e d . L a t e r , an i n f a n t r y 
reconnaissance p a t r o l r e p o r t e d many d e s t r o y e d enemy v e h i c l e s , de'ad h o r s e s , p e r -
sonne l and e q u i p r a n t strev. ! ! a l l c / e r t h e landscape . . ' ( S - 2 , 602nd Tank D e s t r o y e r 
B a t t a l i o n ) . . ' . ' ' • '• •' 

609TH TAin; DESTROYER BATTALIO!! ( K - I B ) ; ] " ' • ' • ' . . : ^ ' . • ••. V - V 

R e c e n t l y the 2nd P l a t o o n . " B " Company, 6 0 9 t h Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n , 
s u p p o r t i n g an armored s p e a r h e a d - i n the d r i v e on TRIER;' r a n i n t o some s t i f f ' p p o s i - . 
t i o n and i n r e d u c i n g t h i s o p p o s i t i o n demonstrated o u t s t a n d i n g :;ou:age i n i . ' i i a t i v e 
and v e r s a t i l i t y . I n tv;c day.^ e f a c t i o n the p l a t o o n was o f f i c i a l l y c r e d i t e d w i t h 
d e s t r o y i n g 9 eSmm guns . 5 20m.̂ i m u l t i p l e - m o u n t a n t i - a i r c r a f t guns , 2 p i l l b o x e s , 
1 radar and f i r e d i r e c t i o n i n s t a l l a t i o n , 1 ammunit ion drjnp, and an undetdrrained-
number o f e m m y . The p'Ja^oon a l s o p l a y e d a l a r g e p a r t . i n t h e capture o f 474 
p r i s o n e r s o f w a r . Here i s . the s t o r y o f the p l a t o o n l e a d e r , 1 s t L i e u t e n a n t T i l l i a m 
V. Fudge: •-• 

" I g i v e most o f t h e c r e d i t f o r t h a t j o b t o Sergeant M i l l e r (Sergeant E a r l L . 
M i l l e r ) . He d i d most o f t h o h r . r k . On the n i g h t o f 28 February our column went 
i n t o b ivouac on a s t r e t c h o f h i g h g r o u n d . D u r i n g t h o day we had shot up a couple 
o f p i l l b o x e s and t a k e n f o u r p r i s o n e r s . A l l n i g h t tm r e c e i v e d a l a r g e amount o f 
a r t i l l e r y f i r o r . ' i t h co.ns i d e r a b l e a i r b u r s t s . I was c a l l o d t o the h a l f - t r a o k 
command p o s t and t o l d t o ' ' g e t " a gun t h a t vfas f i r i n g on us f rom a di;aw t o our 
n o r t h , so I s e n t S e r g e a n t ' l ! i l l o r ' o n t h a t m i s s i o n . Ho moved h i s des . troyer i n " p o s i ­
t i o n , l o c a t e d the gun and f i r e d on i t . s c o r i n g a d i r o o i h i ' t . I n t h o f l a s h ho. saw . 
tr /o mo:-o 883 and f i r e d on th 'on , d e s t r o y i n g b o t h . Thon ho s p a t t e d f i v e m u l t i p l e 
mount 20i,in a n t i - a i r c r a f t (;;ur.s;and-..f j r e d ,;6n. t h o m , s i l e n c i n g a l l . L a t e r . w o i n s p e c t ­
ed tho s e t - u p and found' a qor .p lo to ; radar- s e t - u p and f i r e . d i r e c t i o n c e n t e r . TJe 
k i l l e d a l o t o f J e r r i e s there » ." ' ; f ' 

" I n t h e m o m i n : ; -.IP v.-rro . i c - i n g c.-t .^-hjn t ' - i e . f o g l i f t e d and r i g j i t ' d w a y lie 
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609TH T A ; K PgSTROraR BATTALIOH ( M - I G ) ( C o n t ' d ) 

s t a r t e d t o g e t d i r e c t a n t i - t a n k f i r e front t h e o a s t and n o r t h w e s t . Severa l t anks 
and h a l f - t r a c k s v e r a h i t and t h o r e r/as panic and c o n f u s i o n as t h e y b u r s t i n t o 
f l a m e s . Sergeant M i l l e r , v . l t h o u t v i a i t i n g f o r o r d e r s , moved Uio guns i n t o h u l l 
d e f i l a d o and f i r e d upon the . t l i r oo a n t i - t a i i k guns t o our o a s t , k n o c k i n g out a l l 
t h r e ' o . Heanvjhile I . t o o k ono d e s t r o y e r and knocked out t h o gun t o the n o r t h v / e s t . 

"Then we movod out w i t h my p l a t o o n f o l l o v / i n £ t h o ' ' p o i n t t a n k . As we a p p r o a c h ­
ed t h e town o f TARFORST, tvio R8s knocked out the l oad t a n k . Sergeant M i l l e r sent 
one d e s t r o y e r o f f t o the s ide t o dravr f i r e und t h e n knocked out b o t h guns w i t h an 
overvmtoh ing d o s t r o y o r . Hoan-..hile . I ' d s p o t t e d an HO o f f t o tho west and knocked 
i t o u t . ' 

"Sergeant M i l l e r had expended a l l h i s HS so he c l imbed i n t o a b u r n i n g t a n k 
emd b r o u g h t o u t 15 rounds and a case o f r a t i o n s . 

"Then we movod on t o TRIER w i t l i ray p l a t o o n l e a d i n g the oolamn. An 88 opened 
up on us f r o m ono o f tho b u i l d i n g s so Se-geant l l i l l o r f i r o d i m m e d i a t e l y . His 
sho t vias a l i t t l e t o the r i g h t but i t must have h i t an ammunit ion dump because 
the v;holo b u i l d i n g blew up i n a tremenrtcus _uj :plosion and v j i t h a l l tho f l a r e s g o ­
i n g o f f i t lookod" l i k e 4 t h o f J u l y . V'e o n t o r e d t h e ' town a t 1945 on 1 March and 
he lped c l o a n i t o u t . , . 

"The n e x t day vro Jmockod out an a n t i - t a n k gun t h a t Was f i r i n g . o n us f rom 
across t h e r i v e r , k i l l i n g about s i x o f t h e crow and d i s p e r s i n g t h o o thers '' • -

V,'hon askod about h i s mothods . L i e u t e n a n t Fudgo a s s e r t e d t h a t he and h i s 
sergeants p l a c e d t h e i r guns i n p o s i t i o n by u s i n g f o o t reconnaissance i n v a r i a b l y . 
" T h a t ' s the o n l y v /ay" , ho s a i d . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 6 0 9 t h Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a ­
l i o n ) . • • 

650TH TAMK DESTROYS:; BJ-.TTALIOU (Towed) ; 

The ' I n f a n t r y RCT, i n c l u d i n g Company " B " , and t t i i r d P l a t o o n , Company " A " , 
6 3 0 t h Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n , r e c e n t l y pla j -ed tho majo,r r o l o i n t h e cap ture o f 
COUIAR. Bolovj i s a b r i e f resume o f tho oporut io ins o f t h e T h i r d p l a t o o n , Qcmpany 
" A " , d u r i n g the o p e r a t i o n . . , _ 

I n the e a r l y hours o f 2 February 1945, i n f a n t r y , supported by tho t h i r d 
p l a t o o n i . Company " A " , 630th Tank Dostroyor B a t t a l i . n , headed an a t t a o k i n t o the 
i n n o r defenses o f t h o C i t y o f COLIL^R, s i t u a t e d i n tho open, f l a t c o u n t r y o f the 
COUIAR P l a i n . Our t r o o p s vforo harassed by enemy a r t i l l e r y f i r e and a f t e r gains 
i n t o tho c i t y vrere h o l d up by the enemy's i n f a n t r y and m':ichine gun f i r o . A t 
t h i s p o i n t o f tho engageinent members o f t h o t a n k d c s t r o y ' i r gun crows manned tho 
c a l i b e r .50 machine guns nountod on tho h a l f - t r a c k p r i n t i movers >• Thĉ  v e h i c l e s 
vraro maneuvered t o f a v o r a b l e p o s i t i o n s from w h i c h tho machine guns opened f i r o , 
c l e a r i n g a l l enemy o p p o s i t i o n i n t h a t a r e a . • 

A p a t r o l ' w a s sent but t o d i s c o v e r tho p o s i t i o n s o f tho onen-.y a n i i t f?upd 
t h o n vm 11 o n t r o n c h o d . The p a t r o l askod tho Germans to s u r r e n d e r : tii','<,o^.^ f i e 
enemy opened f i r e . Tho c a l i b e r .50 machine gun;' mounted on t h h n j . f - v r . l e k s vnro 
a g a i n used t o good advantage and t h o or.eay vrere socn v.'av.irg w h J t i flag?. . 'I'ho 
t a n k d o e t r o y o r p l a t o o n ho 'pod c l e a r t h e i r sec tor o f tho c i t y o f oaomy and t^ok 
up de fens ive p o s i t i o n s v / i t h t h e i r tovred guns.. 

E v e r y t h i n g v/ont v i c l l u n t i l l a t e i n t h o a f t e r n o o n when a mombor o f ono .of 
tho gun crows r e p o r t e d t h a t t h o onemy was g r c u p i n g •'in tlic l ir .Uvmso. Th'-.s T u r n ­
i n g gave t h o crov /s t ime , t o a l e r t a ' . j mon f o r the eromy •.•mu'r'.tt ' .c!.- v/hic-h fc^?'.w-. 
o d . The i n f a n t r y morrars and our c i l i b o r .50 -h.-.r.o gi'-.'.s r.v^^.ej'''sd i n b r e r . k l n g 
up t h a i ; ' i t t a c k . . I n a s h o r t t i m e t l u enemy r.tti.-.ci:j'-'. ' aga:!ri t h . j t ' . T O on t l v : l o f t 
o f t h e i n f a n t r y and t h e . tov;od platoon ' - . C.'he -.h.-oe - in . -n ^Ar.c , suppor ted by t i . j 
c a l i b e r .50 machine g .uus, s tepped t h i s , - a t t a - : V - - • 

By datm o f tho n e x t morning - t h i r i r e e v - i - ha.-", 'hn.iu r .i .oared e .r-erer,iyj and -c'.ie 
p l a t c o ) ; w.iE ass igned t o another soct.^r o f vlvj ' i L y . To r o a - h \:b\3 nJvf ar.i.x i-c 
was n i o o s s a r y f o r members o f t h e p? .at jon t o remove t i . o .ror.dbJcnV.j.. \;h3 ic- •wor-cing 
on thD s;!cc«id b lcsk . , som': :-^j;:Lhe.iS Yi:"^'"^ X--'. . . tot .u a . . r h r r t dictan'-.c t o a p r i s o n 



oSOTH TA!!K DESTROYER BATIALIOH ( Towod) ( C o n t ' d ) t ' 

CLmp t h a t I n c l o s o d a l a r g o number' o f Russ ian p r i s o n e r s . Tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r mon^J , 
oapturod the Gormsn guards and l i b o r u t o d t h o p r i s o n e r s . Tho p l a t o o n c o n t i n u e d I t s 
novo t o tho now s e c t o r w i t h o u t o p p o s i t i o n . SoTarr . l noro p r i s o n e r s woro c a p t u r e d 
t h d r o und tho •dofonsi'vo p o s i t i o n s woro h o l d u n t i l the p l a t o o n was r o l i o v o d . . i 

D u r i n g t h i s a c t i o n t h i s tovrad t a n k d e s t r o y e r p l a t o o n t o o k a t I n a s t 35 p r i s o n - , 
o r s , k i l l o d a t l o a s t 25 and wounded a p p r o x i m a t e l y 40 viho v;oro o a p t u r o d vihon our 
i n f a n t r y o-vorran tho oneny a i d s t a t i o n . Tho p l a t o o n f i r o d 9 rounds o f t h r e e - i n c h 
HE, 5000 rounds oal ibg^- .50 machine g u n , 2000 rouiids c a l i b e r .30 maohino gun and 
c a r b i n o a m m u n i t i o n . T o t a l oasualti.-?E f o r t'no p l . i t o o n vras ono man i n j u r e d by s m a l l 
arms f i r o . ' ' • • '\ , . .'. 

• COj lE l IT i This o p e r a t i o n i l l u s t r a t e s t h o c a p a b i l i t i e s o f t a n k d e s t r o y e r auto-r 
m a t i o vreapon f i r o . ' A l t h o u g h a towed p l a t c o h , t h i s u n i t u t i l i z e d t h e machine guns ] 
on tho h a l f - t r a c k prime movers as a p a r t l y ' a m o r o d , maneuvorablo base o f f i r o . . . 
T h i s a c t i o n vms i n t h o C i t y o f COLIIAE whore norSiul f i e l d s o f f i r o , p o s i t i o n s , e t o . ^ 
c ou ld n o t bo o c c u p i e d . Such a c t i o n on the p a r t o f a towod p l a t o o n r e q u i r e d c l o s e s t 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the . i n f a n t r y and ca l l od f o r prompt r e conna i s sance , aggress ive a o - ' 
t i o n and tho a b i l i t y t o so izo any o p p o r t u n i t i e s f i r o s e n t o d . . ( S - 3 , 6 3 0 t h Tank D e s - : 
t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ) . ' ', 

776TII TACT: D5ST::0Y3R B A T T A L I O N ( M - 3 6 ) : . ' , . , . .. • .-. 

c* O n ' F e b r u a r y 18 , 1945, I s t P l a t o o n , Company " C " , was i n g e n e r a l suppor t 
o f 1 s t B a t t a l i o n , I n f t j i t r y Reg iment , g o h o r a l v i c i n i t y 6 3 . 7 - 5 G . l . t o 6 4 . 6 - 5 6 . 4 . ' 
D u r i n g t h e day the .guns occupied a cover p o s i t i o . r i about 200. yards boh ind t ' w . 
i n f a n t r y and a t . ' n i g h t movod two guns up . t o a h i l l t o p p o s i t i o n i n the i n l ' a n t r y 
l i n e . ' About 0100 hours t h e enemy launoho'd a c o u n t e r - a t t a c k w i t h 4 I lk I'V tanks 
and 1 75 s o l f - p r o p o l l . ? d a s s a u l t g.un, c j id i n f a n t r y . . The n i g h t was v ; r y d a r k . Thg' 
oneny had p r e v i o u s l y occupied t h i s g round 'und movod r a p i d l y w i t h t h o use o f h i s own 
f l t i r e s . Tho tt>jik c c s t r o y o r s c a l l e d f o r m o r t a r f l a r o s , b u t wero n o t s u c c e s s f u l i n . 
2 o t t i r \  t h o n . . The p l a t o o n l o a d e r knew t h a t i n ordor t o nalco t h e i r a t t a o l ^ successr. 
f u l i t would be necessary f o r t h o or.oTny armor t o oorao over tho r i d g e l i n e . The 
p l a t o o n l o a d e r , q u i e t l y backed h i s ' d e s t r o y e r about 75 yards dovm the h i l l , a n d . ' 
,docidod t o do t'no s h o o t i n g f rom h i s ov/n d o s t r o y e r . He f o l l ov / ed the movement of, 
t'no enomy afiHor by t h e - t r a c e r o f the enemy's machine guns . Ono t a n k p u l l e d t o a ''•-
h u l l - d o v m p o s i t i o n on t h e for iTard s l o p o . The d o s t r o y e r commander v f i t h h e l d h i s 
f i r e and soon tho :U: I'V' p u l l e d t o tho t op o f tho h i l l . , Tho t a n k Vfas knocked out 

' r d t h one round o f A r C , and t h o , v e h i c l e t j i d crevf members b u r n e d . Tho balanco o f 
the en'om:/ armor, stopped t h e i r p.otors and r..imaincd v ; i j l l on tho f o n v a r d s lope f o r 
about 20 m i n u t e s , u s i n g more f l a r o s s e a r c h i n g f o r tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r s . Then 'on . 
a s s a u l t gun movod up t o a hul l -dcr ivn p o s i t i o n s h o o t i n g Vory P i s t o l f l a r o s , t r y i n g 
t o l o c a t e t h e t a n k d o s t r o y e r s . About 5 minutes l a t e r tho a s s a u l t gun p u l l e d on 
the top o f the r i d g e l i n e ,und was q u i c k l y knocked out v / i t h ono round o f APC'; the 
second round burned t : ' . i s v e h i c l e . Two orovi members evacuated tho v o h i c l o and wore 
c a p t u r e d by our i n f a n t r y . The o t h o r t h r o e 111: I'V tanks f l e d . Tho tv;o M-36 d e s t r o y ­
ers p u l l ' ' d back t o the r i d g e l i n e and f i r o d on tho r o t r o a t i n g cnomy, b u t i t was 
t o o dark t o observe" t h o v e h i c l e s and none vforo h i t . , • 

V ' i 

T h i s c o u n t e r - a t t a c k v/as' r e p u l s e d v d t h l o s s t o the enemy because the d o ­
s t r o y o r p l a t o o n l oader knew h i s ground f rom e x t e n s i v e reoonnais.sanoo d u r i n g , d a y - . 
l i g h t ; and know vfhioh way a t a n k would approach tho ground he v.'ae o c c u p y i n g . By . 
a s s o s E i n . 3 t h o s i t u a t i o n coo ly and f i g h t i n g on h i s t e n » s , ho v;as ab lo t o r e p u l s e 
the a t t a c k v . l t h no l o s s o f ground and no c a s u a l t i e s t o tho i n f a n t r y or h i m s e l f . 

b . R e c e n t l y one 11-36 t a n k d.ostroyor was i n p o s i t i o n i n RIHLIHG, FRAIICE. The 
enemy v.'as a t t a c k i n g w i t h i n f a n t r y and armor and was g r a d u a l l y occupying the t o w p , 
whon t h o onomy armor t r i e d t o c u t - o f f RIIiLIKG from tho r o a r . A s m a l l f o r c o o f 
enemy tanks and a s s a u l t guns appeared about. 1,000 yards southeast o f R I l i L U ' O . I t 
vn.s e v i d e n t t h - . t ' tho enemy armor f e l t q u i t e o a f o ' i n J:hei.r p o s i t i o n s , as t h o y had 
o x c o l l o n t h y l l - d o v m p o s i t i o n s f o r f r o n t a l p r o t e c t i o n , and a p p a r e n t l y t h o u g h t t h a t \ 
there vforo no a n t i - t ^ ; k guns t o bot 'ner t h e i r f l a n l t s . . ThoM-3,6 t a n k d e s t r o y e r 
movod about 500 y a r d s i n t o p o s i t i o n , - w h o r o Ono J A G D . T i g e r c o u l d b o . p l a i n l y soort. 
Ono round o f APC, f i r e d a t COO'yurds i n t o t h o f l a n k o f t h e - i i O D T igor . , h i i , i ' : ' " i n 
the fcrciunition" rucks» I t i :r_f .eciatoly. wont up i n f l a r . o a and numerous o x p l o E i " n a 
o f ommunit ioh . ' ' o l lov /ed. l iohb' .o ' f -th. ; ' crev; orcapod f r o m - t h e t a n k . An . ' - - lerioan 
" S h e r m a n " , - c a p t u r e d by t h e . oneny„was i n p o s i t i o n and f i r i n g o-.-\n o l omor . t s . 
Frcm tho p o s i t i o n o f the : 1-36-tanlf: des t r ' oyer i n i y j . L I K G o n l y tho t r j r r o t o f t h i s 
tank o o u l d be soon . Tho H-36 tarJc d o s t r o y o r v.-as about 40 motor.s l ower t h a n tho 

J.'Shorman", t h i s dif«j|ronoe i n o l o v u t i o n m c k i n j t.he "Shorman" a d i f f i c u l t 

y.4 

- 4 - r . 
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77STH TA':i: DEST:!0-tiJ? PATTALIO" ( H - J 6 ) : ( C o n t ' d ) ' ^ r : 

t u r r o t . F o u r t o ' i n rpu-.ido o f APC '.viro f i r e d r.t f - . : - t^riic and t'-.ro-- h i t s woro scoroc" 
i n th.-i t u r r e t . ?:..rt o f th.) cr'-v. va.s soer. b a i l i r . ; o u t . H igh o x p l o s i v e . vfas f i r o d , 
h u t the t a n k coi-ild no*- bo set on f i r e . There v.-o.-; -\cre enom.v tasij-s i n the - j i c i -

,-,i!-'r' • n i t y , but t h e y oould n o t bo so.-p f r cn i the' tan!"; d e s t r o y e r ' s p o s i t i o n - . TThile tho 
H-36 t a n k d o s t r o y o r v.-.̂ s. on-^i-.i^^iug one- .r -•i jrnor, t h ^ cn-^my i n f a n t r y c o n t i n u e d t o 
advance, approach ing t l ' . ) gun p o s i t i o n f rcm the 3 0 - i t h and f i r i n g the bazoo!ca and 

^7-'y-' s m a l l arms a t the i i - , " 6 t i a i k r ' .estroyor' . Tho M-EG tan'l-. d-istrOy'<r the - , s t a r t e d t o 
^ shoot the onomy v ; i t h H E r . t r;.i j ' ,e3 o f SOO y t r d s arii - '>ks, k i l l i n g and v.-oimding 
•I. about 75 , caus ing the bal anc! oT t i i e or.emy t o v i t ! i - ^ r i , v . - . ' ^ The d e s t r u c t i o n o f ,the 

JAGD T i g e r and "Shprmi.n" t : - . ' . nt6-j:^iir of t'r.o c n e i i y i n f a n t r y v/as noccmpliEhed 
w i t h one K-36 t u n k d o s t r o y j r . ( S - . ' , 770th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n ) , / a 

• eo3r ?AI:K PSSTUo'rju 3ATT/>Lior ( i ' - s e ) : ^ 

T!io Second p l a t o o n o f Cenpan,;-' "A" vras v r i t h tho ' for\;ard olemonts o f the 
I n f i . n t r y i ;egiment \.hnn tx:o oneny t a n k s and one s o l f - p r o p c l l e d gun v/ere s i g h t e d 

<\ff.''-:. coming dev.'n a road tov.'C.rd t h e m . A t about 2000 y.^rcs an i n f a n t r y o f f i c e r w^.r.tod 
' !'•**'•.' the p l a t o o n l e a d e r t o open f i r e . ' Tho p l i . t o e u l e a n e r , hov.ever, a l lev /cd the enfimy 
. f i ' t ' . ; - . armor t e approach t o 900 y u r o s . Ho t h e n dir- '^eted f i r o en the la -st t a r . k . Th is 

t a n k was i.-noekud o u t , b l o c k i n g the road behind t h e o ther two v e h i c l e s . As the 
f o r w a r d t a n k and tho oo l - ' . ' -propol led gun a t t e m p t e d , t o t u r n - t o pass the- des t r o y e d 
t a n k , t h e y prosentod f l a n k s l iots t l n . t made easy t a r g e t s f o r the t a n k d e s t r o y e r 

• i ' ' ' gunners . (Commanding O f f i c e r , 80od Tank Des t royer B a t t a l i o n ) . 

^P-:-' • BOSTH Tyj-'K DESTRCYEF. 3 A ? r . L I 0 ! ! (f ! -?6) 1 / ' ' : ' , 

. a . On the 23d I*:;roh 1945 tho b a t t a l i o n was a t t a c h e d ' t o the I n f a n t r y ' 
D i v i s i o n , occupying p o s i t i o n s on ,tho v;e-st bank o f the -PJ i l l lE R i v e r bot'/raon BOPPARD 
r j i d ' 3 I i C - E U . C a p t a i n Jr.m-)E G. M a r t i n , conmancing Company " B " , r e p o r t s the follcn,- / -
i n g unusual method o f o b t a i n i ' n g t i . r g o t s : 

"On the morn ing o f 23 i i f . roh 1945 a p r i s o n e r o f vic:r v.'ris p i c k e d up by t)io 
s e c u r i t y - c o r e or-; . l o f the 1 s t P l a t o o n o f Company " 3 " , e03th Tank Destroy-or B a t t a l i c 

' a t 0G30 h e u r o . The p r i s o n e r ' o f v;ar made h i s vray acror.s the RHITTE R i v e r , by boo.t 
i n the v i c i n i t y o f 30PPARD i n orc.or t o surrender h i m s e l f . - A f t - ^ r b e i n g t u r n e d ovor 
t o R c g i n e n t a l P r i s o n e r o f V.'ar C o l l e c t i n g P o i n t and v.n i n v e s t i g a t i o n made., i t v;as 
l e a r n e d t h a t !ie would bo abl-o t o p o i n t out some enemy t a r g e t s i f he wcrfi taken t o 
a p lace >hr;re . iie oou ld see t h - . . i r , ' . Vo roeu . i s t . jd the p r i s o n e r o f - w a r , . vdth a scrVeani 
t o ac t as i n t n r T r c t e r , be' usee' by t ! v j c r ; ; ; - n i ^ a t i . o n t Tho r o e u e s f be ing g r a n t a d , 
the p r i s o n f - r o f v.'a.r a. id the a c r g j a n t vfore t a ! : o n t o an o b s e r v a t i o n pos t vjhoro they 
c ou ld l o o k bt.ck i n t o ' ' -Jerry" t e r r i t o r y . The f i r . 3 t ' t a r g o t poinLod ouL by the ' 
pr ison- . i r o:'' vrar 'vcs ;-. h u i l ' d i n f , vrhieh h o ' s a i d c o u t a i n e d an m m u n i t i c n duap. Being 
som'^vhf;t dubi .-!i3 about th--,- i - . i i ' o r n i a t i o i , v.'o proceeded t o f i r e on the f i r s t t a r g e t 
bo fero go in^ t o a n o t h i r o b s e r v a t i o n pos t w h e r o f u r t h e r t a r g e t s would be i d e n t i f i o c 
A f t e r t h r e e rounds o f itE were f i r e d on tho. b u i l d i n g i t s t a r t e d t o \urn -and ammuni­
t i o n borari t o - j x p l o d c . Having more conf idence i n tho i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d fi-om 
the p r i s o n e r o f vn.'r, vn t h o n movod t e o t h o r obs . - -ryat ion p o s t s , i d e n t i f y i n g a d d i ­
t i o n s / ! t a r g e t s . As a ' r e s u l t o f the t i - . rgets p o i n t e d out hy tho p r i s o n e r of vrar, 
ti-.'o a n n u n i t i o a dvjnps, one l a r g e b u i l d i n g .vdth f e e d ' s u p p l i e s , c l o t h i n g and a d d i ­
t i o n a l ' amnunit i o n , - a b t i t t a l i o n commfnd p o s t , tvio machine guns and two m o r t a r 
p o s i t i o n s vioro d e s t r o y e d . A l l f i r i n g \;a's dene • by 1s t P l a t o o n o f Company " 3 " , 
w i t h H - 3 6 S . " •• • ' . ' ' 

b . I n ord-nr t o f a c i l i t a t e ccn;-;unic.ations ' between tho i n f a n t r . y and our t a n k 
destro ; , 'C : r p l - . . teons , t h - i i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s have furnish iad our p la toons w i t h SCR • 
300 r i . d i o . n . I n ono i n s t a n c e r n I!--3f' was moved i n t o p o s i t i o n t o n o u t r a l i o . o a p i l l ­
box b e i n g assaulte .d by tho i n f a n t r , y . Fog v/as heavy aa.c tho gunner was unable t o 
srg h i s t a r g e t . Tan £;•«. pus l a i d xiith map d-ata and f i r o adju.sted by the i n f a n t r y 
conp.-.n.v co-manu. 'r , u s i n g the SCiSOO. Thu range was .•.-.ppi'oxinatcly 600 j 'ords and 
the t h i r d round v.vnt i ^ t o tR- i -onbr - i sure . Kino \n\s con-^iriued", - u r t - i l l i f t e d by tho 
I n f a n t r y conmr-ndin-r; o.'"'.!"i e'-;r v.s ;tho p i l l b o x v/as . a s s a u l t e d . I n another i n s t a n c e twc 
M-353 oont inu - jd f i r i n g on a p ' i l l h o x u n t i l , - t ' n e . ' i n f a r . t r v ad^'ancdd t o w i t h i n 50 y a r d : 
o f the h e x , v/non f i i ' - . . - vfas l i f t e d by- t h e i - r . fantr ; . ' cojir-.'-;nding o f f i c e r ; t h o i n f a n t r y 
t o o k t h e box -and 10 p r i s e - ; , r s v^i thout r e c e i v i n g a r'our.d of r j i t u v n f i r e . ( S - 3 , 
808bh r . - . h k D e s t r o y e r Bat- 'ralio 'n) . : - . .' ' ' : 

c . Ono nornin ' ; ; d u r i r . . ; ' t h e r ,r .a. . .u. lt 'on the SIKiipRlai') '..ino i i \e v i c i n i t y o f 
EC!;TKPn.-.CU.tho i n f a n t r y a:i.'-auj t ed C p i l l b o x e s ' v j i t h o a t •.<a-.p;..-,.r:'i-A^ f i r e - ' Thoy wero 
d r i v e n ' o f f by liea-.y f i r - : f r om t h e b o x e s / . I n tho .art.3vt.- j - - ) i ' . they r e o r g a n i z e d and 
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Q t t t c k o d u g c i n under tho s u p p o r t i n g f i r o o f ono o f our p l a t o o n s . A l l boxes and 
60 p r i s o n e r s v;cro tafcon v r i t h c u t r e c e i v i n g a round o f f i r e i n r e t u r n . 

d . An exanple o f the onp lo jT ient o f p .u tua l l ; , ' s u p p o r t i n g t a n k d e s t r o y e r s 
occurred on 13 F e b r u a r y . Ono s e c t i o n o f the 2d r l a t o o n o f Conpany " 3 " occupied 
p o s i t i o n s i n t h o v i c i r d t y o f E;CHT3R!:.^C!mRUi: t o f i r o on p i l l b o x e s . As the h:-35 on 
the l e f t s t a r t e d t o - f i r : ! , an a n t i - t a n k g'jn t o i t s inc i ed iu to f r o n t opened up on i t . 
The d e s t r o y e r p u l l e d bo!-.ind a house but tho p l a t o o n o b s e r v a t i o n post observed the 
f l a s h and s p o t t e d the g u n . The n-3C on tho r i g h t t h e n took tho a n t i - t a n k gun under 
f i r e , k n o c k i n g i t o u t . T. 'hi l - j the :J-36 on the r i g h t v.as f i r d n g , a second a n t i - t a n k 
gun opened up on i t and t h e V.-Z6 %.ithdrcv, ' . T h i s second a n t i - t a n k gun v;as t h e n ^ 
t a k e n under f i r e and knocked out by tho M-36 on tho l o f t . ( S - 3 , 8 0 8 t h Tank 
Dostroyor B a t t a l i o n ) . 

SECT 10?; I l l ' • 

• T/u»!i: DESTROYER T.XTICS ' 

1 . TJjrK DESTROYCI'.S I K TilE ROER RIVER CUOSSIIIG; 

Tank dostroya ' rs i n s u p p o r t o f tho a s s a u l t c r o s s i n g o f tho ROER R i v e r woro 
onployt 'd i n two secondary r o l e s . . F i r s t , i n d i r o c t s u p p o r t o f the i n f a n t r y , t h o y 
f u r n i s h e d d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t f i r e s . Second, thoy r e i n f o r c e d the f i r e s o f d i v i ­
s i o n . a r t i l l e r y v ; i t h i n d i r e c t f i r e s . Tank, d o s t r o y o r guns n o t oraployod i n e i t h e r 
o f these r o l e s remained i n reserve assembly p o s i t i o n s prepared t o move across t h o 
r i v e r . 

t i . I n d i r o c t suppor t o f the i n f a n t r y : ' . , 

( 1 ) D u r i n g the e a r l y hours o f the a s s a u l t c r o s s i n g f i r o s wero p laced on ' ' ' 
onemy p o s i t i o n s and i n s t a l l a t i o n s across the r i v e r , u s i n g i n d i r e c t l a y i n g niethodsj . ' ; • 
i n most cases ranges wero f rom 2000-3000 y a r d s . F i r e s f o r the i n i t i a l a s s a u l t .. ' 
v/oro s c h e d u l e d . Targets p e l o c t e d v/oro enemy assembly areas or avenues o f approach . 
w h i c h had been dotorrainod' p r e v i o u s l y by i n f a n t r y p a t r o l s , a e r i a l p h o t o s , a i r - • 
o b s e r v a t i o n , reconnaissance company ( t a n k d o s t r o y e r ) o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t s , and f rom , ,', 
G-2 i n f o r m t . t i o n . Targets wore p l o t t e d on t h e map by i n s p e c t i o n and f i r i n g data-
computed; i n d i r e c t f i r e s woro d e l i v e r e d d u r i n g hours o f d a r k n e s s . : . , ' 

( 2 ) . As t h o i n f a n t r y advanced up the escarpment , scheduled f i r e s ceased 
and a l l f i r e s v;ere d e l i v e r e d on c a l l f r om the i n f a . n t r y . Contac t v d t h tho i n f a n t r y 
was n a i n t a i r . o d hy reconnaissance company p e r s o r i n o l , oquipped w i t h r a d i o s , who- • , 
crossed w i t h t'no l o a d i n g - i n f a n t r y olemont.s . - . ' :;' • \ 

. — _ ' , •' a. . y ;;,;l:^i/,f; 
b . R o i n f o r o i n g D i v i s i o n . ( . r t i l l e r y : 

D u r i n g tho a s s a u l t c r o s s i n g and e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h o b r i d g e h e a d , t a n k ' , 
d e s t r o y e r guns occupied i n d i r e c t f i r e p o s i t i o n s r e i n f o r c i n g d i v i s i o n a r t i l l e r y ' ' 
f i r e s i n tho Corps s e c t o r . Targe ts s e l e c t e d woro those s u i t a b l o f o r h a r a s s i n g 
and i n t e r d i c t i o n f i r e s such as tovms, r o a d s , and road j u n c t i o n s . A l l f i r e s v/sre 
s c h e d u l e d . Tank d o s t r o y e r guns a l so , f i p o d i l l u m i n a t i n g s h e l l a c c o r d i n g t o a • 
scheduled f i r e p l a n f o r t h o purposo o f i l l u m i n u t i n g and d i r o c t i n g tho movement 
o f tho a s s a u l t i n g i n f a n t r y . (,S-5, 6 t h Tank D o s t r o y o r G r o u p ) . 

2 . TA!i>: DESTROYER OPERA.TIOMS Oil THE COUI/'J. PLAIN; 

D u r i n g the p e r i o d 26 January - ,15 , February 1945 tho G30th Tank D e s t r o y e r 
B a t t a l i o n (Towod) , a t t a c h e d ^ t o tho I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , p a r t i c i p a t e d i n o p e r a -
t i o n s on t h o COlil/J? PL<'J1!, Tho f o l l o x v i n g observat ions ' are cons idered w o r t h y o f 
n o t e : ; ^. _ ' - •••'•fi. 

a . Tho t e r r a i n of tho'^'COIiU.!? PU:l]: i s f l a t f o r many m i l e s . I n f a c t , i n the 
area i n - v / h i c h wo o p e r a t e d , t|io map shov/od no c ontour l i n o s . • 

b . Tho p l a i n i s out by c a n a l s , apprdxlm-ato ly 25 f e e t v ; i d o , and t o p r e v e n t . 
o v c r f l o v / i n g o f t h e s e , dikes^ 3 t o 4 f o o t , h i g h have been c o n s t r u o t e d . Tho canals ; .'T^'ista*^ 
are obs tac l e s -for tarJ^s anr' t a n k d e s t r o y e r s as a genera l r u l e . Tho d ike r . ' f fords 
somo df . - f i lado f o r a t a n k and can bo made i n t o an e x c e l l e n t toft'od d e s t r o y e r gun 
p o s i t i o n . T.'o dug " s t o p s " i n t o t l i e .bank o f the d ike and r r n the g j n i n t o i t , 
d i g g i n g tho spades i n , and deepening t h e p o s i t i o n . This :,ff..rcL-. I d e a l p r o t e c t i o n ' - . 
f rom tho f r o n t as t " ^ gun tube i s j u s t ahovb t h o l e v e l o f tho d i k - ^ A l s o , by 
d i g g i n g tho pos i t i o _ ^ r o p o r l y good p r o t e c t i o n i s secured on tho s _Jiis o f t h e g u n . . 
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, 2.* T r r u : D g s t r o y e ^ p e r r t i o n s on t h e Ccilmar P l a i n ( C o n t ' d ) 

I d e a l i n c . i v i d u a l s h e l t e r s can bo dug i n t o t h e di'•• . 
t 

c . Because of the f l a t n e s s o f the t e r r a i n , tCT>ved guns n u s t be T f e l l forv. -ard. 
Our guns were p.l-./ays employed w i t h the f o r w a r d i n f a n t r y , a n d , as a g e n e r a l r u l e , 
o n l y i n f a n t r y outpos ts \e f o r w a r d of the g u n p o s i t i o n s . T l i i s n e c e s s i t a t e d f u l l 
use o f s e c u r i t y by gr.n cro\ and c a l l s f o r a l e r t n e s s . F u r t h e r , machine guns must 

• bo v / e l l emplaced and t h e r e n u i t bo c lose o o o r d i u a t i o n i w i t h the i n f a n t r y . 

d . E - c e l l e n t f i e l d s o f f i r e oar. g e n e r a l l y be o b t a i n e d , b u t these must be 
cliecked t o i n s u r e t h a t t l i e y i ; - i t o r l o c ! : . The o n l y deadspace v . ' i l l be t h a t caused 
by b u i l d i n g s , t r e e s , e t c . P o o i t i o n s must be m u t u a l l y s u p p o r t i n g . 

e . P o s i t i o n s s h o u l d be o rgan ized i n t " e p t : i . i T h i l e we a t t e m p t e d t o keep one 
p l a t o o n i n p o s i t i o n b e h i n d t h e o ther t w o , t h i s -.fas. n o t a lvays p o s s i b l e , as the 
v / i d t h o f t h e r e g i m e n t a l f r o n t o f t e n r e q u i r e d 10 t o 12 guns f o r complete eov>rage. 
Cun p o s i t i o n s shou ld be dug \n.t'n 350° t r a v e r s e so guns may cover any approaches 
f rom whi ch tan! :s may a t t a c ; : . 

f . I n moving across t h i s type t e i ' r a i n , guns w h i c h are moving shou ld be p r o ­
t e c t e d by o v o r w a t c h i n g guns . 

g . Close l i a i s o n must be m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the i n f a n t r y . I t i s i m p e r a t i v e 
t h a t each p l a t o o n commander m t . i n t a i n c l ose l i a i s o n w i t h the i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n he 
suppor ts o r i n whoso s e c t o r he o p e r a t e s . I t i s reoorariended t h a t v d r e coranun'ca­
t i o n or runner be used t o e x p e d i t e and m a i n t a i n t h i s l i a i s o n . 

h . I n c r o s s i n g those cana ls a br idgehead must be o b t a i n e d j u s t as i n cross- : 
i n g a r i v e r . 

i . S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n must bo g i v e n reconnaissance i n f l a t c o u n t r y . The 
i r r i g a t i o n system i n c l u d e s d i t o h o s w h i c h food i n t o tho s t r e a m s . These may be 
crossed by a t a n k or s e l f - p r o p e l l e d t a n k d e s t r o y e r g u n , b\;t n o t by toived guns . 
Unless your r o u t e i s o a r e f ' u l l y s e l e c t e d you w i l l p r o b a b l y have guns stuc ! ; and , 
v d t h o b s e r v a t i o n as good as i t i s i n f l a t t e r r a i n , enemy a r t i l l e r y or m o r t a r f i r e 
v d l l p r o b a b l y bo d i r e c t e d toward you s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s . ( S - 3 , 6 3 0 t h Tank " • 
D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . T 

3 . TAin: DSST!:0YER OPERATIOiiS I " C'OL:\iu{; . ; ' •-

' a . I n c a p t u r i n g a c i t y ouoh as COLiiAii, tho t a n l ; d e s t r o y e r guns must f o l l o v ; 
t h o l o a d i n g elements o r a s s a u l t company o f tho i n f a n t r y and s e t up t h o i r defense 
as soon as p o s s i b l e . Success o f such a m i s s i o n may depend on f a s t o c c u p a t i o n o f 
p o s i t i o i i s t o p r e v e n t an enemy a t t a c k f rom f o r c i n g our i n f a n t r y t o w i l i h d r a w . Such 
an a c t i o n com.pares f a v o r a b l y t o a br idgehead o p e r a t i o n . Thoso are o f t e n not n o r ­
mal t a n k d o s t r o y j r p o s i t i o n s b u t you cannot w a i t u n t i l tho c i t y i s a l l t a k e n 
be fore the guns L.ro emplaced . Howe-rer, us soon as p o s s i b l e t h e t a n k " d e s t r o y e r 
guns must be so t up i n a p e r i m e t e r defense o u t s i d e t h e c i t y . 

b . T,'hen o p e r a t i n g i n ta.-.'ns, tho h a l f t r a c k s should c a r r y THT or s i m i l a r 
e x p l o s i v e . These can bo used f o r s e v e r a l purposes : Blov.dng holes i n b u i l d i n g s 
t h r o u g h v /hich gun tube may be pushad, blov.dng p o s i t i o n s i n hard t e r r a i n , b l ovdng 
spade holes f o r guns when emplaced on concre te or o t h e r hard s u r f a c e d a r e a s , 
( t h i s v n . l l be necessary i f p o s i t i o n s are set up on s t r e e t s ) . 

c . V.'hen o p e r a t i n g i n t o w n s , i t i s vdso t o p lace men i n upper s t o r i e s o f 
b u i l d i n g s and p a r t i c u l a r l y t o observe f o r cnomy s n i p e r s . ( o - 3 , 650th Tank 
D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

4 . TA'IK DESTHCT.IRS i : : o'JPPO.TT OF CAVALRY; 

Company " A " , BOSth Tanl-; D o s t r o y o r B a t t a l i o n ( l ' - c 6 ) , was a t t a c h e d t o 
C a v a l r y Group d u r i n r ; t h o p e r i o d 16 JJarcl: t o 22 l iarch . . C a p t a i n Char l es j T ~ S ' o i t z , 
commanding Con:par.y " A " , comnonted on t h o i r methoc; o f enplo jmont as f ollo>'is : ^ - -

"Tho attachrrt-^r.t o f Company " A ' , BOSth Tank D.?strey :r B a t t a l i o n t o tho 
C a v a l r y Group r e s u l t e d i n i t s -jmplo^jTnor.t i n tho f o l l m d n g v.'uy: 

•-ft ' - ; - - " • ' " 

• ' "9^'^ p l a t o o n vias s ca t \ . - i th ono squadron and tho o t h e r tr .o w d t h tho o thor 
squadron . . 

. - - - • • . ' ' :- • - 7 - [ - : - , ' [ • ' z'.-:^] - ^ 
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D o s t r o y o ' T . i n p u r p o r t o f Cr.- ' .t . lry ^Cont 'd^ 

"The C a T m l r y 'E m i s s i o n was t o e x p l o i t t h o MOSELLE Br idgehead i n t h o N o r t h 
o f tho "iOSELLE. t r i a n g l o and push us q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e t o tho Ril l l lE and t h e n 
swoop t o tho South a long the RjilflE as f a s t us p o s s i b l e . , 

" T h i s moant r a p i d movomont so we found i t nooessarj ' t o p lace the U - 3 6 s i n 
tho s u p p o r t s e c t i o n o f the c a v a l r y teams' c o l u m n s , f o l l o w i n g a reconnaissance t r o o p 
and a p l a t o o n o f l i g h t t a n k s . Each tea.m movod a long u d i f f e r e n t r o u t e t o tho 
o b j e c t i T O . Tho l i g h t e r v e h i c l e s c o u l d movu as f a s t as t l i o s i t u a t i o n a l l owed w i t h ­
out b e i n g h e l d back by t h o slov;cr ?'.-563. Thon i f something wore h i t tho d e s t r o y o r i 
vjould have t i n e t o move up t o i t and s i z e i t u p . 

" I n t h i s type o f movomoiit j;ood l i a i s o n was i m p o r t a n t . . T h i s vias ach ieved 
i n one o f tvro v/ays depending on the s i t u a t i o n . One v;as t h a t t h e p l a t o o n l o a d e r 
rode beh ind tho team commander, and t h o o t h e r t h a t tho team commander hiid a r a d i o 
v o h i c l o accompany t h o p l a t o o n l e a d e r . 

" T h i s method gave t h o Squadron a tivo-rray check of vrhoro t h o i r l o a d i n g 
elements wero n::.d what tho o p p o s i t i o n vms as our p l a t o o n r e p o r t s came i n . 

"Then tho c a v a l r y d i d f i n d oppos i t ion—^^ohio f ly i n tovms—tho d o s t r o y o r s 
moved i n t o p o s i t i o n s t o supp ly a s s a u l t f i r o . 

" I n one i n s t a n c e t h o c o m b i n a t i o n o f tho c a v a l r y ' s speed and t h o , a s s a u l t 
f i r e o f tho d o s t r o y o r s persuaded a p p r o x i m a t e l y 750 Germans i n the BI!!GS!I area t o 
g i ve up t o c»ir much . s m a l l e r f o r c e . " 

5. T ; j n ; DESTROYERS -iv. CLOSE GU?P05;T O F iiiFk]r;nY: 

Hhen t a n ) : d e s t r o y e r s ' a r e ' i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t o f tho i n f a n t r y , t h o y IfJST bo as 
c l ose t o t h o i n f a n t r y as t h o t e r r a i n w i l l p e r m i t i n ordor t o p r o t o o t t'no i n f a n t r y 
a g a i r i s t enemy t a n k s . T h i s does not mean t h a t tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r i s alv/ays s i t t i n g 
bes ide t h e i n f a n t r y m a n ' s f o x h o l e . V . ' i th tho p roper f i e l d o f f i r o the t a n k d e s t r o y 
or can g i v e t h e neoesscxy p r o t e c t i o n from 500 t o 1000 y<.rds beh ind the f r o n t l . ino ,' 
f o x h o l e s . On t h o o ther h a n d , tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r s must never f o r g e t t h a t t h o i r 
m i s s i o n i s t o s t o p t h e t a n k s be fore t h e i n f a n t r y i s o v e r r u n . To accompl i sh t h i s 
m i s s i o n vra have found t h a t about 90̂ 5 o f the t ime the t a n k d o s t r o y e r f i r i n g . p o . s i t i o , 
has t o be r i g h t w i t h tho most advanced i n f ; i n t r y . p o s i t i o n s . Th is f a c t i s ' o x p o o i a l l 
i m p o r t a n t whon tho i n f r . n t r y i s a t t a o i r i n g and moving forv /ard r a p i d l y . I t i s most , 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t tho t a n k d o s t r o y o r s be f a m i l i a r w i t h t'ne p r e s e n t and f u t u r e p lans 
c f the in f (J~ . t ry com.T.antierE. r h e n a tcj^M d o s t r o y e r company i s i n s u p p o r t , of an 
i n f a n t r y r e g i m e n t , the company conmt.nder s h o u l d bo c o n s i d e r e d a s p e c i a l member 
o f the ro 'g imenta l s t a f f . He should bo p r e s e n t v.'hon t h o r e g i m e n t a l com.mander makes 
h i s p lans and i s sues the c cnbat o r d e r s . V'hen the s i t u a t i o n i s r a p i d l y changing , -
or i s l i k e l y t o change, the t a n k d e s t r o y e r commander s h o u l d be i n tho r o g i m s n t o l ' 
command p o s t end a t no t i m e should ho bo out o f c o n t a c t w i t h the r e g i m e n t a l comman 
p o s t . As a genera l r u l o , the t h r e e p l a t o o n s o f a t a n k d o s t r o y e r company v ; i l l bo 
i n s u p p o r t o f tho for - . jard i n f a n t r y b a t t t i l i o n s * There must bo p e r f e c t c o o p e r a t i o n 
botv;een thj3 t a n k d o s t r o y e r p l a t o o n l e a d e r and the i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n oonmandor. 
T h i s i s accoi - ipl ishod o n l y whon t h e b a t t a l i o n cor,imander t ; .keo the t a n k d o s t r o y o r 
p l a t o o n l o a d e r i n t o h i s c o n f i d e n c e , d iscusses p l a n s w i t h him and makes sugges ­
t i o n s . I t i s d e f e a t e d when the b a t t a l i o n commander a t t e m p t s t o employ t h o p la . toor 
l i i n s o l f . Tho same a p p l i e s f o r tho i n f a n t r y r e g i m e n t a l ccnmandor and tho t a n k 
d o s t r o y o r corn.pany oomnander. To f a c i l i t a t e t h e l i a i s o n and com.munioations, t h o 
i n f f . n t r y s h o u l d have a r a d i o s e t on t h o same channel as the t a n k d o s t r o y o r s . . 
[ C f f i c o r s , "ii" Compajiy, 3 5 4 t h Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

6 . OCCI'PATIO:' OF SELF-F-ROFrXLED Tijn-: DESTROYER l-THIHG POSITIOIIS I N DEFE!'SI'/E . 
SITlTATICli; !^ ' ~ ' ~ ~ 

•V.nicn t h o t e r r a i n p e r m i t s , t a n k d o s t r o y o r s i n a d o f o n s i v c s i t u a t i o n shou ld 
occupy t h o f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s o n l y i n case o f onomy a t t a c k or v/hbn tho a t t a c k i s 
i m m i n e n t . A p o s i t i o n o f road inoas l o c a t e d from 200 t o 1000 yards beh ind the ' 
f i r i n g p o s i t i o n i s more de ' s i rab lo 'beoauso i t a l l o / . s t h e d a i l y r u n n i n g o f tho 
m o t o r s , T;l i ioh i s necessary |f or p roper f i r s t echo l on maihtonanoo , v . ' i thout d i s c l o s ­
i n g the a c t u a l l o c a t i o n o f the f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s t o the onomj/- A l s o i n cases whore 
the f i r i n g p o s i t i o n i s l o o a t o d v . ' i th tho fo.-vfard i n f a n t r y p o s i t i o n , tho ^ J t i l i ^ a t i o n 
o f the p o s i t i o n o f r ead in t i s s p r e v e n t s the drawing o f unnecessary a r t i l l e r y , f i r o . or . 
tho i n f a n t r y p o s i t i o n s . Jio-.f:evo'r, i t n u s t bo understood 'oy b o t h i n f a n t r y and t a n k • 
d e s t r o y e r s t h a t whon t h e p o s i t i o n o f readiness i s used a w a r n i n g system t h a t - w i l l . 
n o t f a i l must bo p r o v i d e d . V'hon c-vnry.raeaho o f o b t a i n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , such a s 
to l ophone and r a d i o comr. 'anic- .tion \:ith t h o i n f a n t r y OPs, cormand p o s t s , and 

, , _̂  ' ^ ; _ 8 ^ , - V ; ' . " ' •' 0 : : : . , - / 
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8 / Occupat ion - I f - p r o p o H c d Tank D o s t r o y r r F l r i n ; ; P o s l t l o r ^ i ' n D r f o n s l v o 
S i t u a t i o n ^ C o n t ' d ) ; -. . . 

a r t i l l o r y o b s o r v i i t i o n p lant ' s i s , u t i l i . - o d , t'no " - - o . ^ i t i o n o f r o u d i n o s s " i s a n o s t 
• o f f o o t i v o v;ay o f o n n l o y i u ' ; taviJ'. d o s t r o y o r s i n t h - . t i t u t i l i z o o t h o i r najcinam 

' n o b i l i t y . • ( " D " Coir.p;.-.y, ef.4tl-. Tank Dos t royor B a t t a l i o n ) . 

7 . LIAISC!; BST.^V• 'iJZX^ zhZTtprai PL.TCo'l' JjiS i;-FV.!-tRY BATTALIO?!! 

I t vms found by ' a t t ' . c h r n ; ; ' t h o a o o u r i t ; ; S T j - i a n t and ono r.an c a r r y i n g a 609 • 
r a d i o o r , v;!-/)n p r a c t i c a l , d r l v i n j a q u a r t e r - t o n w i t h av610 r a d i o , t o tho i n f a n t r y 
b a t t a l i o n hoadquar tors wo r.r'o s v . ; . p o r t i n ; ; , vo g r c a ' t l y atrengthor .od our l i a i s o n and 
w a r n i n g not f a c i l i t i e s . . ( P L . t o o n L e a d i r , ."d Platoov. , " B " Conpany, 6 5 4 t h Tank 
D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . . 

8 . 2vi-T0H TRUCKS TO T̂ JTC DEciTROYBR C-Uir CCIP. JT[ES •. , . - '• ' . . 

I t i s advantageous t o a t t a c h one 2 j - t o n t r u c k f r o n tho axrr .uni t ion s o o t i o n o f 
tho t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l : . t o o u f r o n headquartors . ccsipany t o each of the gun companies. 
T ! i i s t r u c k can be used p r i m a r i l y f o r h a u l i n g ammunit ion t o tho t h r o e gun p l a t o o n s . 
T h i s ro l i e . / i es t h o - t r a n s n o r t a t i o n p l a t o o n o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f g e t t i n g t i i e 
amriLLnition t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l p l a t o o n s . Th is t r u c k may a l s o bo. used f o r l ia ,u l ing 
r r . t i o n s , f u e l , and o t h e r equipment for - ' . ' ard . I t has boon found t h j o u g h exper ience 
t h a t t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n o f these t h r e e S-g-ton t r u c k s has g r e a t l y -Ciided i n t h e 
s o l u t i o n o f the supp ly problems i n t h i s b a t t a l i o n . ( S - 4 , 6 5 4 t h Tank, D e s t r o y e r ' 
B a t t a l i o n ) . " ' ' • 

'• • : • ; ' • •• ' GECTIOIi l Y . " 'V • , ' 

• •' ' • \ \D TATK DEoTR&KR Bi .TTvi lOI ' AS CORPS ARTILLERY .'•' ' ' 

1 . D u r i n g t h e . p e r i o d 15-22 I L r o h 1945, t h o 6 5 0 t l i TarJ: Dos t royer B a t t a l i o n (whi ch 
r . t t h a t t i n e \;c.s equipe.vd vdt ' . i tev;ed t ! i r ee - ino ! - i guns) was a t t a c h e d t o ' ^ Corps 
A r t i l l e r y and, used i n the r o l . ' o f Corp.! i ' . r t i l l e r y . Given belov/ are some d e t a i l s 
o f the b a t t a l i o n ' s o p e r a t i o n s d x ' i n g t h o p e r i o d . 

2 . Eac'ri t a n ! : d o s t r o y e r oem.pany v/as a t t a c h e d t o t . l.'iSmni .howi tzer b a t t u l i o n , one-
o f T/hic!i vras the nediam c j - t i l l o . ' - y b a t t a l i o n o f t l i o .-- I n f a n t r y . D i v i s i o n . Each 
company formed tv{0 s i x - g u n p l a t o o n s . T h i s vras don.5 t o a f f o r d g r e a t e r f i r e per- , 
f i r i n g u n i t and a l s o p e r m i t t e d one p l a t o o n oommandor.to uo f r e e t o a i d the o t h o r 

. t i v o . Regular a r t i l l e r y , t e chn ique was employed. Each conpany com.mand pos t was . 
co imeoted t o t ! K b a t t a l i q n headquarters i t s u p p o r t e d , t n d p l a t o o n s wore t i e d . i n 
by vrire. d i r e c t l y t o the f i r o d i r e c t i o n , c e n t e r . Telephone cor i -r 'unioat ion v/as m a i n ­
t a i n e d f r om t h e platoon'com.mand post t o each g u n . - Computers f r om oaCli plato'o'n-
v/ore a t the A r t i l l e r y f i r o d i r e c t i o n c e n t e r . 7.11 f i r o m i s s i o n s v . ' o ' ro - t ransmit ted ' 
d i r e c t l y t o tho. p l a t o o n s , b y - p a s s i n g the company cemnand p o s t . y."nen'the a r t i l l e r y 
b a t t a l - i o n comnt.nder wont on. ri.iConn:..isSar.co the oor.ipany oorimandc-r would accompany 
h i m , s e l o o t i r . - tho bes t p o s i t i o n s i n c lose p r o x i m i t y t o those o f tho a r t i l l e r y . 

3 . . Due- t o . tho d i f f i c u l t y o f p ic ! : in .g up b u r s t s o f the t h r o e - i n c h guns , r o g i s t r a - , 
t i o n s were o f t e n made by p l a t o o n ( l r c i j n d ) r a t h e r t h a n one g u n . V'o -experioncod '-. 

. v e r y l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y i n s o c u r i a g . g o o d - r e g i s t r a t i o n . On one o c c a s i o n , duo t o 
speed r>- 'qu ircd , one company r r i g i s t e r c d i t s p l a t o o n s by r a d i o e n t i r e l y . This.v/as 

, aoce^.plished by ' . laving the conpany .SCR 608 a t the f i r e d i r e c t i o n c e n t e r , and i t 
conmuaioated d i r e c t l y v / i t h the f i r i n g p l a t o o n s . ?!ost o f our r e g i s t r a t i o n s v.'ero 
made by a i r q 'oserver. . .. , ^ . . • 

4 . D u r i n g t h e 24-hour p e r i o d 211000-221600 i l a r c h Crrapany "A" f i r e d 17 h a r a s s i n g 
m i s s i o n s , 1 r e g i s t r a t i o n - . i s s i o n , and 1 cont inuous- h.' .irassiiig m i s s i o n on a RHI?!S 
Kirsr. Br .IDGE, a t o t a l o f 4160 rounds HE 'ooing expended- A co^-al o f 2!;30 rounds 
woro p l a c e d .on tho ILJI IMIL S.'..U BRlt)GE o"or tho'.;:HTir!1? R'lfe' ' . {'A 41?483) d u r i n g tho 
p e r i o d i n one contiauo;;.'? harr .Rsing m i s s i o n , A i r inooni.ais.^anue l a t e r r e p o r t e d 
tho b r i d g e w!?.s o u t , and the l - " t n F i . i l d V j - t i l l o i y .5;.-T.g,~.do o; e d i L - d the company v / i t h 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e b r i d g e . D i a i a j ; t l ' . i s s.-xio 24- i io i : j p c ; / J ,TJ .. (':-npauy " B " f i r e d 
1569 rounds and Cdr.pary '"C" f i r e d .̂-'.O rounds f c i . ' a h i t t - ; ' . . iOi - i t ( , t . ' ' . i o f 6199 rounds 
i i E . . : ' ' ' . . ' a .. . 1 . . ' . ' . • • , , . • • • • • . 

5. D u r i n g t h i . s e i g h t day p e r i o d the fe l lo>i ing 'n i ' sL~ior ; : j \i<:r'i . f i r e d : . 14 r o g i s t r a -
' •'••tion, 57 countor -b , -\ t ter ; - , 160' h. ' .ra 'ssinj , , 5 in.oordj.oi.i.e'ua iS- prep.-ra-^-ien, 5 "anaqj-

s t r o n g p o i n t s . T o t a l o x p o n d i t u r o s Voro .9520 rounds. H..C .'..a •.. - . - • . " , ' 



TCTrod T r n l : D e s t r o y e r ' B a t t a l i o n as Corps / j t l l X o r y ( C o n t ' d ) : 

6 - T l » s u p p l y o f c a m u n i t i o n f o r t h o above f i r i n g presented a e o n s i d n r a b l o t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n p r o b l o n ^ ^ jnr - .uni t ion t r u c k s >7ero r W i n i n g c o n t i n u o u s l y . 21 loads o f 
a r r . u n i t i o n vraro hauled by t h e b a t t a l i o n d u r i n g 7 ' I ' -urs a t n i g h t . Tho a r t i l l e r y ' 
b a t t a l i o n v/'aich Conpany " A " suppor ted a ided i n t r a n s p o r t i r ^ g tho c j x e u n i t i o n by 
u s i n g scno o f t h e i r trucJts t o t r a n s p o r t t h r c e - i r . c h a m u n i t i o n . wo adopted tho 
p r a c t i c e o f l o a d i n g e n p t y brass i n n e d i , t o l y a f t e r u : ; l oad ing the rumnuni t ion . By 
t h i s moans vve v;ero a b l o t o e-racuate a l l b r a s s . T h i s p r a c t i c e i s recomnonded as 
t a n k d e s t r o y e r u n i t s are s u b j e c t t o b e i n g p laced on p r i m a r y m i s s i o n v d t h l i t t l e 
p r i o r n o t i c e . ( S - 2 . 6 3 0 t h Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) . 

SECTIOH V 
" • ' ' » 

IHTELLI0EHC3 IIOTES • ' • ' 

1 . GEta'AH SABOTAGE PLATITS (Reproduced f r om T h i r d US Army G-2 I n f o r m a t i o n B u l l e t i n 
No . 25 , 21 March 1945. Source : V I I US C o r p s . ) 

Q. G e n e r a l . Many v;arnings and orders c o n c e r n i n g the enemy's p lans t o leave 
behind sabotage agents have been r e c e i v e d . The most d e f i n i t e evidence o f the 
t r u t h o f these warn ings vras d i s c o v e r e d i n REIFFERSCHEID ( F 3901) on 9 I|5arch 1945, 
by S-2 , 3 r d B a t t a l i o n , 8 t h US I n f a n t r y , i n t h e form of complete d e m o l i t i o n s k i t s 
b u r i e d around tho t o w n , o b v i t - u s l y t o be used by t r a i n e d sabotage a g e n t s . 

b . ' l e t h t i d o f D i s c o v e r y . D u r i n g a r o u t i n e CIC check of t h e t o w n , a g i r l men­
t i o n e d hav ing seen a box b u r i e d near the c h u r o h . The f o l l o v d n g background s t o r y 
vms g i v e n . A f i r s t l i e u t e n a n t ( T o r t s t e n , FP No. 18233) a r r i v e d i n REIFFEIISCFEID 
on 18 February v d t h 24 men. The o f f i c e r v/ore t h e r e g u l a r \7ehrmacht Enginee: ' 
O f f i c e r ' s u n i f o r m . He s tayed u n t i l 7 March 1945. On 6 ! ! a r c h , a f t e r d i s p e r s i n g 
a l l c i v i l i a n s and m i l i t a r y persons from t h e a r e a , t h e o f f i c e r had two o f h i s men 
b u r y t h e boxes . This v/as seen by the g i r l f rom a nearby v/indcs'/. The g e n e r a l 

' area v/as p o i n t e d out by t h e g i r l and t h e exac t l o c a t i o n r e a d i l y found w i t h a mine 
de tec tor " . A f t e r f i n d i n g one box f u r t h e r search r e v e a l e d tv/o o t h e r b o x e s . ' They 
v;ere b u r i e d from f o u r t o s i x inches below t h e s u r f a c e ; one near c h u r c h , one near 
cemetery and one by a p a r t l y demol ished b u i l d i n g . I t c ou ld not be determined 
from the c i v i l i a n s by v/hom and v/hon t h e d e m o l i t i o n s v/ere t o be used . 

0 . D e s c r i p t i o n of Box. The box v/as o f heavy v/ooden c o n s t r u c t i o n l i n e d w i t h 
sheet m e t a l , A rubber cush ion under t op made i t v / a t e r p r o o f . A s c r e w d r i v e r was 
a t t a c h e d on t o p ; dimensions — 24 x 18 x 18 . The contents v/ero s e p a r a t e l y .. 
wrapped i n v / a t o r p r o o f paper and each mar;<ed v / i t h luminous p a i n t code t o f a c i l i ­
t a t e n i g h t s e l e c t i o n . The i tems i n c l u d e d hand grenades , t r i a n g l e b lades f o r 
v o h i c l o t i r e d e s t r u c t i o n , e x p l o s i v e s , v / a t e r p r o o f f u s e s , caps , f i r i n g dexdces and 
matches . The box had a wooden p a r t i t i o n about ha l fway v /h i ch appears t o be r e ­
served f o r mines a l t h o u g h t h i s s e c t i o n v/as empty i n each b o x . . 

2 . ROAD 11INI: :G (Reproduced from T h i r d US Array G-2 I n f o r m a t i o n B u l l o t i n No . 29 , 
26 f l a r ch 1945 . ) 

I n order t o f a c i l i t a t e r o a d ' m i n i n g i n f r o n t o f s w i f t l y - m o v i n g A l l i e d ' c b l u m n s , 
the onomy employs prepared p o t - h o l e s f o r q u i c k i n s t a l l a t i o n of a n t i - t a n k m i n e s . 
A hole l a r g o enough t o accommodate a T e l l o r m i n e i s made i n a hard sur face road 
and l i n e d v / i t h c oncre te i n order t o s u p p o r t the v / a l l s . 

These p o t - h o l e s are s i t e d near r o a d b l o c k p o s i t i o n s and are n o r m a l l y f i l l e d 
v d t h a concre te disc_ o f the stme s i z e as a T e l l o r m i n e and f i t t e d w i t h a l i f t i n g 
r i n g . T'hen the n e c e s s i t y a r i s e s , t t o concre te f i l l i n g d i s c i s removed and r e ­
p laced by tho m i n e . Tho hoi's may be made s u f f i c i e n t l y deep t o accommodate b o t h 
a mine underneath and the concrete d i s c on t o p , so t h a t tho road b l o c k w o u l d 
appear t o bo f r e e o f m i n e s , y e t d e t o n a t i o n would occur shou ld u s u f f i c i e n t v /e ight 
pass ovor tho p o t - h o l e . : A n t i - p e r s o n n e l , or o t h o r types o f a n t i - t a n k m i n e s , c o u l d '•' 
a l s o be used i n p o t - h o l o s o f s u i t a b l o s i z o . 

3 . THE GERI'JJT JAGD TIGER . 

Tho 776th Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n , r e c o ' n t l y had t h e i r f i r s t ongugomont w i t h . '-ies.^ii^M-
tho German JAGD T i g o r and s u b m i t t e d tho f o l l o w i n g d e s e r i p t l e n o f t h i s weapon: . a ^ : ^ ' a 

"Tho t r a c k s v/ore appre.ximat: l y 52 inches w i d o - Tho bogio system d i f f e r s f r om 
^ t h a t o f t h o Mark V I t a n k i n t h a t t) io system has bvo p a i r c f bogie wheels mounted ' - - •'••'.• 

• -.a^i-Wi 

- 10 - ' . ' 



3 . - T i S GEKIAII JAf^ ' IC -ER ( C o n t ' d ) G S C I E T ' C ' -

p a r a l l o l on each t r a o ! : , v ; i t h t ! ie t r a c k guldo r u n n i n g botiveon each p a i r of bog io 
w l i e o l s . A p a i r o f c a l i p e r s vvas n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r t h o accurate moasuroment o f 
t h o annor , b u t the f o l l o w i n g approximate moasurem. u t s vrora made: 

,! Thickness o f s ido araor • . 4 inches 
Thic la iess o f gun s h i e l d S c i n c h e s 
Front p l a t o j , 7 inches 
O v e r a l l l e n g t h ( o x o l u d i n g t u b e ) . , ,24 f e e t 
O v e r a l l w i d t h .• ^12 f e e t 

• Tho JAGD T i g e r mounted a 12amm g u n . Tho o m u n i t i o n was separate l o a d i n g . 
The HE p r o j o o t i l o was 1 9 inches l o n g , v.dthout f u s e , and t h o cas ing f o r t h e powdor 
charge was 33:|- inches, l o n g . , v. • 

. The APC-BD had no d i f f i c u l t y i n p e n e t r a t i n g tho s ido a r m o r - o f the JAGD T i g o r . 
I n s p e c t i o n shov.'od t h a t ono round o f APC-BD h i t t h o a m n u n i t i o r i r a c k s i n t h o h u l l i 
o f t h o t a n k , d e t o n a t i n g t h o a m m u n i t i o n . The t u r r e t ond s ides o f t h o t a n k were 
blcnTO o f f . " ( S - 3 , 77Gth Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n ) 

4 . gASSIFICATIOK OF GEHS'JJI C I V I L I A i ; Alffi MILITARY BRIDGES 

Tho f o l l o v v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n i s based on c a p t u r e d m i l i t a r y documents and an 
o f f i c i a l c i v i l i a n p u b l i c a t i o n d e a l i n g v r i t h b r i d g e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

. C i v i l i a n b r i d g e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s are g i v e n a s : , ' 

• r . Class l A - 40 toes , ' • , 
' I - 24 • " 

- : I I - 16 " 
• , " - •• I I I . - 7 " 
. I V - under 7 tons 

Tho German o f f i c i a l docamont s t a t e s t h a t thoso c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s may have an ' 
accompanying b r a c k e t e d f i g u r e , t h i s l a t t e r i n d i c a t i n g the p e r m i s s i b l e l oad f o r a 
s i n g l e heav i e r v e h i c l e , under t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t no other v e h i c l e i s on the b r i d g e 
a t the same t i m e . Examples o f t l i i s are g i v e n as I I I ( l ) , - a n d I I ( l A ) w h i c h would 
i n d i c a t e t h a t tho Germans envisage a Class I I I ( 7 t o n ) b r i d g e as be ing capable of 

b e a r i n g a s i n g l e v e h i c l e o f 2 4 t o n s , and s i m i l a r l y a Class I I ( 1 6 t o n ) b r i d g e , 
capable o f b e a r i n g a s i n g l e l oad o f 4 0 t o n s . A m i l i t a r y document s t a t e s t h a t f o r 
m i l i t a r y purposes t h e c i v i l i a n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n may be exceeded by 3 0 per c e n t , and 
i f s i n g l e l i n e t r a f f i c keep ing t o the cont re o f the b r i d g e a t 3 0 y a r d spaoi ixg , a t 
a maximum speed o f 6 m . p . h . , i s enforced. , an increase o f 6 0 per cent may be a l l o w ­
ed over t h e c i v i l i a n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . • • , 

"Under t h o l a t t e r p r o v i s o t h e r e f o r e , vrhioh i s s i m i l a r t o the B r i t i s h system of 

c l a s s i f y i n g f o r m i l i t a r y purposes , t h e f o l l o v / i n g approximate conversi-on t a b l e can 
be assumed. 

C^irnan C i v i l i a n C l g s j i f i o a t i c n B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Class l A . Class 70 
" I " 4 0 

. " I I V " 24 ,, 
. • " I I I / ," 12 

I t s h o u l d be noted t h a t t h o German c i v i l i a n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n a p p l i e s t o each 
s i n g l o l ane o f t r a f f i c o n l y , and t h e r e f o r e a Class I I b r i d g e , hav ing f o r example 
t h r e o t r a f f i c lanes i s capable o f t a k i n g a s ingle load w e l l i n excess o f 1 6 t o n s , 
even v . l t h o u t add ing the 6 0 per cent al lovrod f o r m i l i t a r y purposes . The e s t i m a ­
t i o n o f maximuTTi s i n g l e loads f o r such br idges would need t o be c a l c u l a t e d a c c o r d ­
i n g t o the d e s i g n o f b r i d g e and i t s s t a t e o f r e p o i r . 

5 . FACT OR RU?.IOR ( Reproduced f rom T h i r d US A m y G-2 I n f o r m a t i o n B u l l o t i n Wo. &4, 
20 March 1 9 4 5 . Source : I I I US C o r p s . ) 

The many r e p o r t s r o g a r d i n ^ o b s e r v a t i o n o f our br idgeheads by vromon w i t h t e l e ­
scopes and te lephones f r c - . houses s i t u a t e d on commanding g r o u n d ; o f c i v i l i a n s and 
s o l d i e r s o p e r a ' t i n g Vf/r s e t s ; b e a u t i f u l l ! a ta H a r i ' s behind our l i n o s ; enemy s o l d i e r s 
i n u n i f o r m s , m i l e s v r i t h i n our l i n o s n a r k i n g t h o i r naps ; f l a s h i n g l i g h t s , p a r a - ' 

' ••• - 11 , . s : • •• 
• ' , , •• - SECRET 



5 . FACT 0?. KbllOR ( C o n t ' d ) 

c h u t i s t s and s n i p e r s — a l l n u s t 
Y.-er i s "•i'Fu=.T DID YOU X ;30'JT IT 
those a l l e g e d a c t i v i t i e s o f . t h e 
t h o i n c i d e n t i s t c h i - . g p lace i s 
h i g h e r headquar ters i s ^-roper, c 
s ince too much v a l u a b l e t i n e i s 
be fore r e p o r t i n g t o h i g h e r headq 
I t i s tho d i r o c t r c s p o r . s i b i l i t ; ' 
I l t lEDIATE necessary a c t i o n . Hen; 
heard or sav,- i s n o t onou ;h.. 

be loo'ced i n t o and• f u l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d . The a n s - , , 
7". I n s h o r t t h i s r.eans t h a t pe r sonne l o b s e r v i n g 
eneny n u s t t a k e ' I T T . ' s d i a t e a c t i o n t h e m s e l v e s . T.'hen 
t l io t ime t o a c t . r a s s i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n on t o 
u t a s k i n g them t o i n v e s t i g a t e i s q u e s t i o n a b l e 
l o s t . VTiien you are in formed o f any o f t h e above,, 
. u a r t e r s , ask" "-i.ILM liAVE YOU DO'-'S ABOUT Th^S ;',ATTER"7 
o f e v e r y e n l i s t e d man and e v e r y o f f i c e r t o t a k e 
ember — "•.'HAT H./.'S YC'J DO?r£:" 7 R e p o r t i n g v/hat you 

6 . c-o:o i ; HO'' 
t i o n B u l l e t i n ao 

C-ZPZ'JC' i r T S ' L n E I X E ? (Reproduced f r o n T h i r d US Army G-2 I n f o r m a -
19. 15 i i a r c h i V . j r . S ouroo : I I I US C o r p s . ) 

Tho ansT.-or shcr.ved up a t I I I U3 Corps i n the f o r m ' o f an Order o f B a t t l e Chart 
o f A m y Group " d " , dated 11 January 1945. The i;;ap covered a lmost the e n t i r e V ' e s t -
c r n F r o n t and gaye t h e brca) :doTni o f a l l Army Groups , by A r m i e s , Corps , D i v i s i o n s , 
and i n c l u d e d C a v a l r y Groups . G-3 d e c l a r e d t)io maps almost p n t i r o l y a c cura to as t o 
names o f u n i t s end a p p r o x i m a t e l y 90 por cent a c c u r a t o as t o corjnand posts o f u n i t s . 
E - e t a i l o f maps v e n t so f a r as t o g ive r e a r - a r e a and o p e r a t i o n a l r e s e r v e s . 

Recant capt 'u -3 o f ener.y i n t e r r o g a t o r s r o v e a l o d t h a t i n t h o i r o p i n i o n 50 per 
c e n t o f Americans t a l r - n p r i s o n e r , g i ve o n l y namo, rank and s e r i a l number. But 
t h e o ther 50'^xir cej-.t . t a l k . , T'e Imov/ tho-. onony has agents b o h i n d our l i n o s , but 
f r o n t - l i n e s o l d i e r s can do t h e i r p a r t i f ' t a k e n — name, r a n k and s e r i a l number 
o n l y . • 

G-2 i n f o m a t i o n i s d i s s e m i n a t e d i n d a i l y b u l l e t i n s i s s u e d ' b y A m y G-2- Thoy 
coTOr cnomy a c t i v i t y , c a p a b i l i t i e s , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s luade, a i r a c t i v i t y , and c a p ­
t u r e d and des t royed enemy e q u i e a o n t . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s are m o s t l y on ly g iven .down 
t o Rogiments . . . .'lar.y r e p o r t s are made on movements o f our u n i t s , a l l w i t h i n ono o r 
two days a f t e r o b s e r v a t i o n , l i v a l u a t i o n i s u s u a l l y a c c u r a t e . I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t 
the speed w i t h . w h i c h r e p o r t s on novomcnts s i f t t h r u t o t h e enemy cannot bo due t o 
p r i s o n e r o f v . 'ar -statements o n l y . • I t g ives f u r t h e r p r o o f o f t h e thoroughness of. 
o p e r a t i o n s o f .thv; n o t o f enemy a g e n t s . " , , 

7. SU':;7J?Y O F . I ! ~ T .•J£:0?iD S : T U \ T I C 1 T on T.iE ~E3TE.R-I FROCT 

D u r i n g t h e month 
s e r i o u s l y mauled i n 
o f a l l the Panzer D i 
R i v e r v,'oro committed 
c lose o f t h e n o r t h t 
Second B r i t i s h . . m v 
F r o n t ; , the. ° t h , ISQt 
Grenadier D i ' / i s i c n a 
n t h P.anzer D i v i s i o n 
Seventh US Army zone 
Zl I i a r c h v.'as e s t i n u t 
' J r igado ) 

f ' ' a r c h a l l P a n z e r , D i v i s i o n s on tho r e s t c r n F r o n t were 
f u t i l - - ! a t t e m p t t o h a l t the i l l l i o d advances . Tho remnants 
s i ens t h a t wore sa lvaged f rom tho v/ost s i d o o f t h o RHIIIE 
g a i n s t t h o / ^ l l i o d br idgeheads on the c a s t br.nk.. A t t h e 

h.-i I C t h Panzer Grenadier D i ^ a s i o n was ccmmittod a g a i n s t tho , • 
f r o n t ; the l l C t h Panzer D i v i s i o n a g a i n s t t h o I ' i n t h US Army 
h , e lements o f 1 1 t h Panzer D i v i s i o n s and t h e 3rd Panzor 
g a i n s t t h e F i r s t US Army f r o n t ; the 2nd and elsmonts o f t h o 

g a i n s t the T h i r d US ..rmy f r o n t ; and t h e 17th SS i n t h e 
Tho t o t a l t a n k s t r e n g t h i n t h o T h i r d US A m y zone as o f 

ed t o bo 45 tanks a n d / o r a s s a u l t guns . ( S - 2 , 1s t Tank D o s t r o y e r 

SECTION V I • " 

T-'-IX DESinO'YSR TRQCP LIST ' . , ' 

Tho l a t e s t a v a i l a b l e l i s t o f Tank D e s t r o y e r B r i g a d e , Groups , and B a t t a l i o n s , 
w i t h t h o i r commanders, i s f u r n i s h e d f o r your i n f o m a t i o n be l ow . ^ 

BRIGADE 

1ST TAITK DESTROYER 3RIi-.DS — C o l o h o l LOGAN C. BERRY 

1 s t T D Group 
2d TD Group 
3d T D Group 
4 t h T D t?roup 
5 t h T D Group. 
Cth T D Group 
7 t h TD Group 

C o l o n e l STrTvGIIS 
L t Col BELL 
L t C c l r l ' f S 
c o i e n - 1 : ;nc ' ' i i i :yG 
C o l o n o l J..C0;iY 
C o l o n e l SE..RCY 
' \l D;!CV7NE 

GROUPS 

I . 8 t l i TD. Group . 
. . ' . , 9 t j i TD. Group 

1 2 t h T D Gi oup 
1 4 t h T L Group 
1 6 t h TD Group 
2 0 t l i T D Group 
23d TD Group 

•- 1 2 - N 

C o l o n e l LARTER 
L t Col DARLING 
C o l o n e l DEERY 
Unknov.-n 
C o l o n o l V.'HEi'.TOtl 
C o l o n e l SiOiGENT 
C " l o n o l I.WJ?TIN C^o; 



^ .ytiV. DESTMYER T l i O ^ . L I S T ( C o n t ' d ) 

SECP3T 

3ATT;j.I0frS 

601 TD Bn - L t Co l TARDY 704 TD 3n - L t Col BID'.-rSLL 
602 TD Bn L t Col COiyLIlI 705 TD.Bn _ Major DIBBLE 

V 603 TD Bn L t Co l NcCURRY . • 771 TD Bn - L t C o l a i T H V 
605 TD Bn - L t Co l BUGKV'ALD 772 TD Bn - L t Col !!oCLELLAN 
607 TD Bn - L t Col SU:;DT 773 TD Bn L t Co l SPIE3S 
609 TD Bn - Major 3:'0T0L/i 774 TD ,Bn L t Col STURGES 

t .'' 610 TD En _ L t Col EStOSVROI 776 TD .3n , - L t Col M00REiE/-J) 
612 TD Bn - L t Col DELLLY 801 TD 3n - L t Co l H0R3FALL 
614 TD Bn - L t Co l i ; : i T c ; i , J O ' 802 TD Bn - L t Co l MOirrrx)HERY 

. 628 TD Bn - L t Co l Gj-rLitGIjR 003 TD Bn - L t Co l GO0K.'IH 
629 TD Bn - L t C o l COLE 007 TD Dn - L t Col S i i lT l I 
630 TD Bn - L t Co l J01I5S 806 TD Bn - L t Co l MCDONALD 
631 TD Bn - L t Col CADE:IKE/ .D 809 TD Bn - L t Co l lAi'SON 
634 TD Bn L t Co l DAVI3S01! 311 TD Bn - L t Co l BROrriTIELD 
635 TD Bn L t Co l S;D;TH 813 TD Bn - Major HcCUTCHEON 

t • 636 TD Bn - L t Co l WILBUR 814 TD Bn - L t Col j c r a s 
638 TD Bn - L t Co l D'VvlS • 817 TD Bn - L t Col BARDES 
643 TD Bn - L t C c l F/.RR 818 TD Bn - L t Col a U L 
644 TD Bn - L t C c l GRj.IL'lI 820 TD Bn L t Col P;-TRICK 
645 TD Bn - L t Col Aur,Ti;r 821 TD Bn _ L t Co l ARBURY 
648 TD Bn - I t Co l STEVEIIS 822 TD Bn _ L t Co l MAINS 
654 TD Bn L t Co l ni ! iT0II 823 TD Bn L t Col DETT"ER 
656 TD Bn - L t Col HEi.DOR 824 TD Bn _ Major S M F u ' 
661 TD Bn - L t Co l MILLER 825 TD Bn - L t Col in>.DINO 
679 TD Bn L t Co l I,'icC-R.\Yf!E 827 TD Bn - L t Col VANDERSPEEF 
691 TD Bn - M a j o r F i ra .EY 893 TD Bn - Major Ci'JtLin ' 

1 692 TD Bn - L t Col liORSE 899 TD Bn - L t Co l TI>?CHER r 
702 TD Bn - L t Co l m.hL RBK! * TD Bn - L t Co l J'AGGLfiR 
703 TD Dn - L t Col SHCV^.LTER 

D I S T R I B U T I O N : 

Ho o.r Copies 

• Regiment B l i n d e e F u s i l i - e r s M a r i n e s . 

LOGAN C . BERRY 
C o l o n e l , Cavalry-

Commanding 

Ho- o f Copies 
- CG, T h i r d Army 6 - 774 TD 3n 
- CG, F i r s t Array . 6 - 802 TD Bn 
- CG, Seventh Army 6 - 807 TD Bn 
- CG, N i n t h Army 1 - CG, TD School 
- CG, F i f t e e n t h i.rmy 1 - P r o s , TD Board 
- AT 0 , F i f t h Army 1 - CG, TD Center 
- G-3, T h i r d /irmy 1 - G-3, ShjiEF 
- G-2, T h i r d .Vrmy 1 - Co l C l y b u r n , G-5, Observers Board Hq ETOUSA 
- A r t y 0 , T h i r d Army 9 - Pros , V'D Observers B o a r d , c /o G-3 S e c t i o n , 
- H i s t o r i c a l S e c t i o n , T h i r d Army Hq ETOL'SA, APO 887, 
- AT 0 , I I I Corps 

Hq ETOL'SA, APO 887, 

2 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

AT 0 , V I I I Corps 
AT 0 , X I I Corps 
AT 0 , XX Corps 
Each D i v G-3 
Each TD Gp. T h i r d 
Each TD Bn, T h i r d 

• 5 t h TD Gp 
6 t h TD Gp 
609 TD Bn 
610 TD Bn 
626 TD Bn 
630 TD 3n 
654 TD Bn • 

i.rmy 
.'irmy 

••' N O T E : Pleaso send y o y r c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n e a r l y for : , l&y i s s 'uo . 

- ' ; ' • • " ' , . " _ 1 3 -


