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(/\) On verbael orders from the Commending General, VIII Corps, Task Force "a" was

formed on 31 July 1944, with Brigadier Gereral Herbert L. Earmest, who commanded the
1st Tank Destroyer DBrigade, in command. .

The seizure and safeguarding of imporitant bridges on the double-tracked Brest-
Rennes railroad was the principal objective of Tasl Force "A" upon its organization. _
The prevention of enemy demolition of bridges a% Ste 3risuc and Morlsix was an important

part of the pressrvation of this principal rail artery.

The initial goal of the task force was successfully reached by ¢ Lugust. Other
missions kept the task force in being and it was not until 53 days fcllowing its orgeri-
zation that TFA was dissclved. In that period it completed sight missions, of vital
importance to the Brittany campalgrn as a whols.

TFA was composed of the folloﬁing trocps: IHeadquarters, lst Tank Destroyer Brigade;
--- 16th Cavalry Croup consisting of Group Headquarters and the 15th and 17th Cavalry Squad-
- <pns; Headquarters, 5th Tank Destroyer Group; 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 159th

Sngineer Combat Batitulion; .and 509th Engineer Light Pontoon Company. (1)
; .
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i
)'3 i The route of the plammed advance on Brest was to follow the principal north coastal
§' highway through Pontorson, Dol, Dinan, Lamballe, St. Brisuc, Guingamp, Morlaix and

| -lesneven, where terrain favored the employment of & light armored, fully mobile force
g'i,-of the type of Tri., This highway, referred to herealter as Route A, generally lay

i several miles from the coast. It was crossed throughout its length by a network of

} ~trans-peninsula paved roads, generally well-maintained, which offered opportunities to

. bgpass localized strongpoints of resistance. '

R

y

. The enemy had avalleble for commitment in Brittany 12,800 infaniry, marines and
ccoastal defense troops, variously estimated from 20,000 o 50,000 and miscelleneocus
labor battalions of foreign personnel.

g

- .- Gemeral Zarnest on 1 August visited Third Jrmy, VIII Corps, and 5th Armored Divi-
sion Tsadquarterse. s discussed TrA's mission and plar of driving as. rapidly as possitle
alsng vhe nerth coastal highway, bypassing pockets of stuttorn enemy resistance.

P

A Jemeral Zarnest foresew the need for close infantry support of the %ask force's
mission in visw of the number of enemy troops in the northern portion of the peninsulsa,
the additional elements that would be shoved north by the drive of the 6th Armored

! Division through the center of the peninsula, and the probahility that the enemy could

use terrain advanitages to establish road blocks or strong points astride the route which
his force would be unable either to breach or bypass without great delay. The decision

of VIII Corps was not to attach an iufantry irncrement to Tri at the outset of the mission.

The 7¢th Infentry Division, scheduled to support TFA in its drive, Was diverted
for an attacl: on Fougeres, and its original mission was given to the 83d Infantry Divi-
sions. The 8th Infantry Divisicn, assigned to follow and support the 6th Armored Divi-
sion along Route D toward Brest, remained with the 4th Armored Division for the attack

on Rennes and the securing of the Jemmss-guiberon escape route.

This diversion of infentry support, followed by the later tying down of the 83d
Division for the attack on St. Malo and Dinard, was later to affect the mission of TFA
J in the western end of the peninsula. :



In its first field order, the advance cf the task force on Brest was ordered in
tho zone astride Route 4 to secure the key railroad bridges en route. (2)

A meeting of unit commanders was held on the afterncon of 1 August, at Tri head-
quarters, and a summation of the mission, resistance expected, and tactics to be used

2 -~ 1y Y
was given by Jeneral Dernmest. (&)

Air support for the mission was supplied by the XIX Tactical Air Command, and the
air support parsy of nine msn, with Capt. Mischelow in charze, arrived at 1320 hours
on 1 August, to provide radio communication with supperting plenes. (4) The air mission
was to supply air coverage for the column and to provice bombing and strafing missions
on requeste. 17 the column became isolated from contect with friendly elements, which
appearsd highly probable in view of the rapid drive plénned ané the large number of
enemy-held points to be bypassed or pushed through, supply service was to be maintuired

by air.

Yo provision was made in the organization of TFA for & task force surgson, collect-
ing company, or ambulances to provide evacuaticn services for the wounded.

The duties of task force surgeon were assumed by Capt. William S. Parker, dental
officer of the 15th Cavalry, snd the 428th Collecting Company, was secured and attachec
to the task forcs on 8 Auguste. Capt. Parker crganized the fucilities in such & mannor
that wounded personnel were quickly evacuated, although his problem was magnified by
the long distance betwsen the comba®t units and rear installations where proper medical
treatnont could be obtairsd. For his work, Ceapt. Parker was recommended lJor the award

of the Bronze Star.

TFPA MOVES ON MIUSION

Movement orders were received from VIII Corps at 21C0 hours, 2 August, and General
Farnest and Liesutenant Colonsl Louis Ce Cadenhead, Jr., S=3, departed i-ith the adwvance
elements of Tri from the bivouac area one-half mile north of =quilly (274841) at 2250
nourse. At 0200 hours, & hugust the remainder of the task force moved out of the bivouac

arga s

The 15th Cavalry Group, with Company B, 159%h Enginsers, and Company C, 705th Tanik
Destroyer Battalion, attached, all without trains, led the move on Avranches &nd in the
direction of Pontorson on Route A

The 6th Tank Destroyer Croup, less trains, with attached troops including the
renzinder of the tank destroyer and combat engineers, and the light pontoon company,
all without their trains, the task force trains, and the TUSA Information Service
Detachment followed in that order along Route A, prepered to reinforce the cavalry, to
take over and hold bridges or intsrmediate .objectives, and to instell bridging es re-
quireds Groups viere made responsible for flank security while the 6th Tenl Destroyer
Group waes charged with responsibility for the rear guarde

The only hostile air activity of the operetion occurred during the night of 2-3
August, while the columns were on the road from Avranches to Pontorson. Bombing and
strafing by enemy plenes delayed the advance for three hours at the critical traffic
point and bridge north of Pontaubault (2810)« Approximetely 12 enemy planes, cpersating
in groups of three, held up the task force &t this point, but inflicted no cesualties.

Yo friendly air coverage operated during the night to protect this traffic bottleneck.(5)
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Initial contact with the enemy was made at 0710 hours, 3 August, by the 17th
Cavalry which encountered a road block of iron rails, heavily mined, and defended by
small arms and automatic weapons fire on hignway N176 (028027) immediately east of
Dol (6). This resisvance was bypassed to the souths.

Cavalry patrols probing in the direction of Dol received varied reports from French
resistance forces of the strength of German elements in that vicinity. Total enemy
strongth was estimated at one battalion by Capte. arthur P. Nelson, S-2, and a request
was made at 1255 hours to the commander of the 83d Infantry Division for a motorized
combat team to carry out the -reduction of ths Baguer-Pican and Dol defensess

Colonel John Be Reybold, cavalry group commander, the initial casualty of the
cempaign, was reported missing following the cavalry's advance towards Dole (7)

The fcllowing changes were then made in the commend function of TFA: Colonel
Logan Ce Berry, then commardéing the TD Group, was placed in cormand of ths Cavalry
Grouo; Colonel Frank T. Searcy, Tri executive officer, was placed in comrand of the
tenx destroyers, and Lieutenant Colonel Cadenhead assumed the duties of IZxecutive

Officer, TFA.

ENEMY PLAMNS CHANGE MISSION

~

Plans of the strong ememy forces in the St. Malo area (8015) to move westward and
join the conceuntration in the vicinity of Brest became kmown to VIII Corps and resulted
in a change of TFA's mission on the afternoon of 3 August. The task force weas directed
to probe toward S%t. Malo. : : B

Srigade headquarters of TFA went into assormtly area at (9201) on Highway N176,
five miles north of Lanhelin, at 1500 hours on 3 August. Reconnaissance units of both
cavalry squadrons, supported by a combat engineer platoon were ahead of the column
approximately three miles and made contact with the enemy at the east side of the
village of Le Vx. Bourg (£698). '

None of the troops had been in conbtact with the enemy other than at Dol and upon
receiving fire from 88m guns, fell back toward the assembly srea. (9)

A dismounted counterattack was quickly organized and the troops advanced to the
outskirts of Miniac before night fall.

For the operations on 4 August, %the 329th Regimental Combat Team of the 83d Infantry
Division was attached to TFA.

Patrols of the 15th and 17th Squadrons began operating at 0630 hours on 4 Augusty,
and by 1200 hours had reached a line extending eas*t from (8303) on the Rance River
Estuary and passing south of the canalised area to & point (9103) about 800 yards
directly west of the village of Lexdrisuxe. Cavalry and tank destroyer units followed
in close support on highway WN137, and the 329th RCT, no%t deployed, was close behind
the cavalry.

This advance was held up when heavy artillery fire, beginning at 1400 hours, was
received from coastal guns, lccated along the estuary, and from gunboats on the estuary.
Air support mission was requested and air strikes were carried out against the gun-
camts at 1614, 1630, and 1930 hours. The boats were left burning and artillery fir
from then vas silenced. (10).
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The snery had inundated all the canalissed area to the sabh and sast of Chateaunsufl,
limiting the cavalry and tans destroyer units to the few roads in this vicinity. The
combat team began passing through the cavalry to begin development of the inundated
aros, but its advance was halted completely after gains of 600 yards had been mads.

A road block on highway N137 at (851045) held up all advance from the south toward

Chatcauneuf .
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Gains were made by cavelry and engineer units dwring the evening of 4 Augusts
Company B, 1539%h Engineers, reduced the enemy strongpoint at Le Val Hervelin (8496)
and 17th Cavalry patrols captured intact an ammunition dump at 8996.

The assault was continued on the morning of 5 August with a co=-ordinated ettack
launched at 0830 hours from & lins of departure running along the 04 east-west grid line,
with the 1lst Bn of the 329th RCT on the left of the road block, the 2d Dn on the right,
supported by four light tank units, & tank destroyer company, and one platoon cof
assault enginsers. The troops moved forward under intense small arms and automatic
weapors fire and were unable to penstrate beyond the road block that held up the pro=—

vious day's advance.

Lieutenant Colonel Templeton, in command of tank destroyer units at the scene of
the block, led the attack on the obstacle and effected its eventual removal. (11)

For his leadership and gallantry in this action, and for leading a counterattack
on the preceding day Lieutenant Colonel Templeton was recommended for the award of the

Silver Stare.

The advance moved rapidly ageinst light resistance, once the road block and the
positions surrounding it were sliminated, and cavalry unrits by 2200 hours had pene-
trated up Highway N176 to reach a point 1,000 yards northwest of the village of Les
Gatines (8307), and on Highway GC 76 %o (875082), in the direction of La Gouesniers.(12)

The task force was withcérawn from its mission against St. Malo a%t 2200 hourse. The
83d Infantry Division was left to continue the operation. 3Six hundred and sixty. five
prisorers had been taken in the Chateauneul operation. 4 withdrawal was made to assem-
bly areas in the vicinity of St. Pierre de Plesguen (857920) for rsgrouping prepera-
tory to resuming the original mission toward Brest. (12) Company £, 705th Tank
Destroyer Battalion, was atbtached to the 83d Infantry Division for the attack on St.

Malo.

MISSION CCNTINUED

A considerable force of enemy troops was reported by French patriots to be in
strongly fortified positions srownd Diran, while a force of 200 Germans with six tanis
was reported in the area between Dinor .and Bvran (8085). . deviation from Route A was
ordered, so that esremy troops at Dinan could be bypassed to the southe A thorough
combing of the area around Zvran was plamned in order to destroy the snemy lsft in that
sector by the rapid passage of the 6th irmored Division. (14)

The 3d Jattalion of the 330th Infantry Regiment, und Battery C, 323d Field Artil-
lsry Batbtalion, both from the 83d Infentry Division, were attached to TFA for the
coming operetionss A combat team of the cavelry group, ome platoon of tank destroysrs
and Company L of the infantry was organized to lsad the advance toward Evran on 6

Auzust.
-4 -
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leaving the IP at Lanhelin (9192), the column meved rapidly tc the southwest
throush the village of Plesder (8488) and on to Evran, which was occupied without op-
position. A bridge sparming the D'Ille River in Evran had been blovn up, but a bypass
we.s constructed by engineers and the movement continued.

By 1200 hours on 6 August, cavelry patrols had pushed as far west as Yvignac
(6582), meeting no enemy resistance, and during the afternoon the advance continued
westward through Collinse, Moncontour and the vicinity of Ploeuc (2284),

15th Cavelry patrols drove northwest up Highway W12 to Lamballe, which vas snterad
at 1745 hours. No enemy was found in the town. Other patrols pushed on %o enter St.
Brieuc at 1800 hours, again without encountering resistance. Here, the three rail-
road bridges were secured undamaged.

These bridges were considersd of such importance that Company A, 159th Enginser
Battaliorn, was dstached to guard them.

£ regrouping of the task forcs lor action on 7 August, with an advance planned
tomard Chatelaudren and Guingamp, was effected during the night of 6 &ugusi. Both
cavalry sguadrons were 3o pub scresens forward. in the zone of advance and the rscon-
naissance company of ftank destroyers was to reconnoiter the route ol advance for the

infantry.

Heavy action was expected during the course of the advance. Intelligence rsports
had estimabed a force of from 400 to 500 Russian troops in the vicinity of Chatelaudren,
a force of 2,000 Germans in and around Guingemp, and small pockets of rssistancs ex-
pected in the entire operational area. (15) .

15%h 3quedron patrols contacted a company of enemy at the village of Plsto (1008),
2%-kilcmeters northeast of Chatelaudren, but guickly overran this resistance with a
platoon of light tankse. A road block consisting of upright logs smplaced in the road,
laced with barbed wire and heavily mined, offered more trouble, as it was covsred by
fire from nachine guns and one 75mm gune Fire from 37mnm guns silanced the automatic
weapons and artillsry, while a reconnelissance platoon dismounted to deliver. covering
small erms fire for the engineers who removed the block. (15)

Enemy pozitions in Chatelaudren were reduced by 1140 hours, and pursuit of eneny
forcos withdrawing westward toward Guingamp in horse drawn vehicles continued.

Guingamp apparently served as a central strongpoint and supply base for the norin
contral portion of the Brittany peninsula. (17) 1t was approached from the east on
Highway ¥12 and from the south on Jighway N167 by units of the 15%h Squadrom, which
by 1200 hours reached & line extsnding from Bourdbriac (9201) to Plouagat (0605).

' Defenses at Guingamp included mines scattered along all roads which entered the
town, and angle stsel rails, concrede blocks, and wire set between concrete barricadas
or. each road entrance. These ware removed by engineer units, or wers bleown up if
booby traps were discoversd among the mines.

. Llber a very stiff engagement with the eremy, in which & coordinated attack by
211 arms was launched agains® the City of Guingamp, resistunce snded at 2000 hours,
ard the %task forcs passed through the city, leaving Freach resistance forces in
charge. By 2400 hours, patrols had moved along Highway Y12 as far wes% &3 Belle-Isle-
en-Terrs. A Lotal of 398 ensmy troops had been taken priscrers in Guingemp and

Chatelaudren. (18) -5 -
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A sub task force was formed to move at 0600 hours on 8 august toward Morlaix to
secure the rcoilroad bridses there without delay. The 17th Cavalry, plus & tank
destroyer compeny with recornaissance platoon attached, & company of infantry, and one
platoon of combat engircars made up the special force. (19) The remaindsr of TFA was
to follow on highway N12 to consolidate ths suins made.

The sub task force jumped off at the ussigned time, but all roads ware found
mined, which slowed tho adwvance. Alr suppor®t was uecessary to clear a column of enemy
sehicles off the hizhvay ahead of the resconnuissance units. Plouignsau was rsached at
1150 hours, 2nd 20mm gun emplacements, witl: field of Iire 2xtending dovn *he highway
on both sides of towm, wers ancourtereds Lmplacements west of Plouignesau had no ammuni-
tion, but guns to the sast used thermite emnunition effectively until the positiorns
were silsnced by fire from light tanks.

Contact with Jerman troops one mile east of Morlaix was made at 1380 hours, and
+.

as
removal of roazd blocks and entrance into the center of the city was effected by 1545
“ourse. Resistance was centered in a castle in the central part of llorlaix, which was

defended by *two 4em guns, onse nachine gun, and mines. (20)

Defenses sast of Morlaix wers deal% with by the 17th Caval cY e Two 40mnm guns,
located on either side on the highwey irmediately east of the railroad bridge (488180),
cast of Morlaix, were destroved by I7ma and machine gun fire from a light tank. A 20mm
gun mountsd on & truck covered the road curve just "ast of the btridge but was kmocked
out by a «30 calibre uachine gun fire from the lead jeep of the eloment. Anothsr 20mm
gun around the succeeding curve was destroyed by 37mi firo. One road block, of steel
rails and anti-tanlk mines, blocked exmtrunce on tiiis road und was removed by a pletoon
of engineers. (21)

DR )

German trocps, resisting in the castle, surrendered after fire had beern claced on
“hem by the infantry. 4 total ol 327 priscrers was taken in Morlaix.

The 17th Cavalry Squadron with one company of 159 Enginesr atteched remained in

Ly

Morlaix to secure the railrcad bridges and leep open the lines of cormunicaiion.

- fug gust, cusualties of all the elemsxnts comprising the bSask
forcc totelled 21 k llec, 42 wounded, and l& w1531n6 in actione. wmpid novement corf
the units and txe fact that only radio comaunication was emplcyed made dey-by-day
reports of casualties impracticable. No estimate was made ol the enemy losses in
¥illsd and wounded, but prisoners taken dvr¢n5 this period totalled 1,46C. (22)
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In pursuit of the mission on Brest, the task force movecd to the vicinity of
Plcuvorn (3017) to bivouac on the night of € August. The trains of the 15th Cavalry
remainsd in the vicinity of Plouigneau and were attacked at 0930 hours ¢ August by &
German force employing 20mm and anti-tenk guns. (23) Two esrmored cars ané a jeep
vare Ynocked ou%, and a smell numbsr of casualties susteinsd. air support was call-
¢ cn for a bomblng mission on sunemy positions, and a troop of cavalry and one
rlatoon of tanks were sent back for additional support. Two of the tarnks were hit
and burned out in the assault which lmocked out two enemy anti-tank guns. Bombing
of the town, in which cne fighter~bomber was shot down, allowed the traids an
supporting troops %o diseugage from the fight and move west to the assexmbly area

£ Task Force "A" a% 1012, south of Ploudaniel, from vhere the Sth Armorad Division

1" : . .
was contacteds. Task Forco 'A's" casualties on 9 August included one killed, seven
wounded, and three missings. '

larce sroun of urisoners was tulen single-handed by Major Ralph K. Johnson
5 33 I% o 13 K}
TFh's S=1 and S-4, on © August. (24)
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NORTHERN AREA CLEARED

At 2100 hours on 9 August, TFA received a new mission from Corps: to clear
the area north of the 6th Armored Division and then to drive east on the supply
route to contact American troops at Rostrenen.

Enemy units that had been scattered into small elements and pushed north and
south of the 6th Armored Division's route had begun to concentrate and reoccupy
towns near the central highway and constituted a threat to the main 'supply route.

(25)

An immediate regrouping of the task force for the mission was carried out.

Troop A, of the 15th Cavalry, of Group A, gzained contact with the ensmy at
Plougerneau at 1320 hours on 10 August and received heavy mortar fire from strong-
1y manned positions while awaiting support from the infantry-artillery tank des-
troyer team. The team began its assault at 1500 hours and by 1800 hours had pushed
to the center of town through mine fields and anti-tank defenses. Remnants of the
German forces withdrew in the face of this advance to coastal defensive positions.
An additional contact was reported at 1406 hours by 15th Cavalry elements at
Kerizoc (9925). An 88mm gun was blasted by light tank fire here and 80 prisoners

were taken. (26)

Five hundred and fifty prisoners were taken in the day's operations north
and west o° Lesneven, while TFA casualties amounted to onm killed, six wounded,

and one missinge

During this attack orders were received by TFA to proceed on another mission
without delay. (NOTE: Orders were received thru the medium of radio link, a dis=-
tance of 108 miles. This was the greatest overland distence known to have been
covered by this type of equipment up to this time.)

TASK FORCE SECURES BEACHES

The withdrawal, which left some enemy positions intact west of Plougerneau,
came when a message fram VIII Corps, received at 1810 hours, ordered: "Get in and
hold St. Michel-en-Greve, five miles southwest of Lannion tomorrow morning. Pay
particular attention to beaches. e want to use them." (27)

fiask Force "A", without res%, made a night march and closed in St. Michel-en-
Greve without incident by 1200 hours, 11 August.

The beach was gained without opposition during the afternoon of 1l August, and
a perimetsr defense to secure it was installed by infantry, artillery, and tank
destroyer elements, while cavalry units conducted a recomnnaissance of the Morlaix-
Guingamp-Treguier and Lannion area to locate and contain enemy pockets of resistance.

Combat enginsers began a survey of German beach defenses and found 100 ob=-
stacles placed against seaward approach, the majority of which were mined, exten-
sive mine-fields around all high points in the beach area, and road blocks and mines
on all exitse (28) The beaches were desired for the beaching and unloading of LST's
carrying ammunition, fuel, and rations. (29)
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Removal of bsach defenses and mines by engineers continued on 12 August,
while the cavalry reconnaissance brought back reports of known enemy forces at
Penvanen, Lezardrisux, Pleubian, and Paimpol. Air support bombed and strafed in=-
stallations, including railroad guns, &t Paimpol during the afternoon. Two of the
guns were reported knocked out.

Capte. Nelson drove to Penvanen under a white flag the morning of 12 August and
asked the German Lieutenant, in charge of the garrison of 200 men, to surrender.
The commender refused after contacting his commanding officer at Paimpol. (30)

589 prisoners were captured on 1l and 12 August in the Lannion area.

A new mission was assigned the task force when the ensmy situation in the
Guingamp-Rostrenen-Carhaix=iMorlaix area was resported unstable. Previous thrusts
of the task force, had broken up organized resistance in this area and it had been
loft to the Maquis to guard, but the ensmy had tended to regroup and many individuals
and small groups were attempting to infiltrats to the wes%t, French sources.said. In-
telligence reports placed the total of enemy troops in the area at 2,100. (31)

However, a thorough reconnaissance of the entire area on 13 August encountered
no enemy troops from south of Morlaix to Route B from Rostrenen to Carhaixe. (32)

Intelligence reports that 300 Germans, froam & total force of 2,500 concentrated
in the Paimpol-lLezardrieux-Pleubian area, had broken through a screen of 1,500 French
Maquis on the Lannion peninsula and captured Treguier (3536) and were threatening
lLannion and Perros=Guirec (7540), brought the task force to the north on 14 August
to control the enemy threat. (33) '

TFA was regroupeds The leading element was ordered to leave the bivouac area
in the vicinity of Callac (7096) and move in column to Begard (8519) and then begin
a patrol to the north as far as a line extending through Lanvollon (0717), Pointreiux
(9525), La Roche Derrien (8831), and Lannion. The 17th Squadron was held at Morlaix
and Ste Yichel to provide security for these areas.

Movement began at 0730 hours on 14 August, and one troop of cavalry established
8 screen across ths plamned line at 1000 hours. Other elements of Group A moved on
Treguier, which they reached at 1600 hours, and engaged hostile units estimated to
include 350 troopse The highway bridge over the Jaudy River immediately east of
Treguier (919356) was bombed by air support at 1600 hours to block the enemy's escape
from the town, but without success. The enemy later used this bridge in his with-
drawal to the east. The bridge was later destroyed by our engineers. (34)

Enemy troops, behind strongly protected road blocks, put up a stubborn defense
of the town, but following a heavy artillery preparation by tank destroyer units at
1825 hours, infantry troops, aided by a force of 300 Free French, assaulted the de-
fenses and pushed the enemy back; 130 enemy casualties were inflicted. By 2400 hours,
the entire peninsula northeast of Lannion and west of the Jaudy River was cleared of
all snemy resistance.

A discussion betwsen Major General Troy H. Middleton, commanding general of
VIII Corps, and Colonel Eon, of French Forces of Brittany, resulted in plans for
the task force to further develop the Lezardrieux peninsula. The discussion dis=-
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closed the desire of the Germans to hold the ports of Lezardrieux and Paimpol, and
continue the ooccupation of the Ile a Bois at the mouth of the Trieux River, in order

to supply the garrisons on the Channel Islands. (35)

An ultimatum to surrender was extended to the German commander in Paimpol by
General Earnest at 1550 hours on 14 August but it was declined. (36) The Ile a Bois
was bombed by air support at 1806 hours, and enemy troops were forced to evacuate the

islande.

ASSAULT ON LEZARDRIEUX AND PAIMPOL

A tank destroyer, cavalry, and engineer team began a reconnaissance in force at
1130 hours on 15 August and engaged the enemy near Lezardrieux at 1305 hours. Do~
fenses on the outskirts were forced by light tanks of the 15th Cavalry, but all
vehicles were barred entrance to the town by mine fields. Infantry units moved in
and, after heavy fighting, overcame resistance at 1900 hours. Prisoners totalled
364, with an estimated 200 escaping to the north. TFA's losses were two killed and
four wounded. : oy

Mop up of the area northeast of the Treguier=Lezardrieux highway between the
Jaudy and Trisux Rivers continued on 16 August, and strong points at Pleubian (9841)
and Lammodez (0041) were reduced by elements of TFA.

The remainder of TFA secured a crossing of the Trieux River at Lezardrisux and es-
tablished a screen line across the base of the Paimpol peninsula, extending from Pon=-
trieux (8525) and Lanleff (0424) to Plehedel (0624), which shut off all enemy escape

from the areea.

Assault of the Paimpol area was planned for the following day, 17 August, but

‘steady progress against an enemy-held strong point west of Plounez (3302) influenced

the decision to attack late on the afternoon of 16 August. (37)

Elements of LIFi were committed at 1730 hours on 16 August in an attack on the
west flank of the positione The Plounez position quickly collapsed and 100 prisoners
were captured. : _ .

Operations on 17 August were of the mop-up type, and only light resistance was
met in Paimpol and the peninsula extending east to the Point de Guilben. Organized
resistance was over in the Paimpol arsa by 1200 hours on 17 Auguste

Low morale of the ensmy personnel was evident here, as a much more stubborn
defense was possible. A total of 300 rocket projectors, fully loaded, were sited
in the woods around Paimpol, but were not fired and were left unprotected to await

capture. (38)

Task force casualties on 16«17 August amounted to one killed and 20 wounded,
while 231 prisoners were secured in the Plounsz-Paimpol area, to bring the total of
the four-day's campaign, since the attack on Treguier, to 987.

In regroupihg for a mission to securs and hold bridges, and establish patrols
between Landivisiau (3710) and Landerneau (1304), the 15th Cavalry relisved the 17th
Cavalry of the mission of safeguarding the bridges at Morlaixe. TFA moved on 18 August

. to a new bivouac area, thres miles west of Landivisiau.
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The bridges spanning the Elorm River were secured intact, and infantry, sup-
ported by tank destroyers were placed on guard at each bridge. Continuous patrolling
of the Landivisisu-Landerneau road was carried out and a daily reconnaissance was
made to Chateaulin (2275) and Pleyben (3278), without enemy contact. (39)

DEVELOPMENT 92 PIOUGASTEL-DAOULAS PENINSULA

The 15th Cavalry rejoined the main force of TFA on 19 August and took part in
the extension of patrols on 20 August to the Plougastel-Daoulas peninsula. The task
force moved to the vieinity of Kerantoux (1399) and began plans for a reconnaissance
in force.of the peninsula after contacts with small enemy groups were made by patrols
operating as far west as Loperhet (0897). Reconnaissance by cavalry units during
the morning of 21 August fixsd the enemy MLR. German mortar and artillery positions
were located. Penetration of patrols beyond the line was stopped by machine gun
fire from heavy concrete emplacements.

The enemy's main line exploited terrain features of this portion of the penin-
sula to the utmost. The northern extremity was anchored on the 50-foot bluffs runn=-
ing along the south bank of the Elorn River Estuary. The line followed the eastern
slopes of Hill 154 (0699) on which were emplaced concentrations of heavy and light
machine guns and mortars. It extended south and east along ridge tops to the villag
of Loperhet and then southeasterly through a hilly and wooded section to the town of
Deoulas (1194) where the south flank was protected by the Daoulas Rivere. : .

[+ ]

German artillery, largely 88mm guns, had registered on all road intersections
facing the line. Movement of task force patrols through the net of secondary roads
became difficult due to the fire accurately directed from the OP's established on

the ridges.

I+ was clear that an infantry assault would be needed to penetrate the hostile
line. Vhile TFA was making preparations for & reconnaissance in force, VIII Corps
decided to form TF "B" to reduce the resistance on the Plougastel-Daoulas Peninsula.

TFB became opsrational at 1200 hours on 21 August under cormand of Brigadier
General James Ae Van Fleet, Assistant Division Commander of the 2d Infantry Divisionme
It was given the mission of clearing the Daoulas peninsula and protecting the left
flank of VIII Corpse.

General Earnest's task force was included in the TFB command. (40) TFA was
ordered to take over the 50th Armored Infentry Bn., with the 83rd Armored Field
Artillery Bn, in support, and operate on the southern flank.

The 3d Bn., 330th Infantry Regiment, with Battery C, 323rd Field Artillery Bn.,
had been deployed in front of Hill 154 on the morning of 21 August. These units
were sttached to TFB for the attack on the north flank of the line. Companiss B
and C-of the 705th Tank Destroysr Battalion were in support of the attack on the

northe

Other elements operating under the new task force included the 38th Infantry
Reziment; Hq., 174th Fisld Artillery Group, -the 2d and 561st Field Artillery Bns.,
Co. A, 68th Tank Bn.; Co. &, 603rd Tank Destroyer Bne., with engineer and medical

attachments.
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TFB moved to secure Hill 154 on the morning of 22 August and immediately was
engaged in heavy close=-in fighting. TFA elements advanced westward against moderate
resistance, captured the town of Loperhet, and secured Le Faou (1687). A screen of
patrols was continued on the left flank as far south as Chateaulin. (41)

In continued heavy fighting on 23 August, TFB captured Hill 154, while TFA ex-
tended the cavalry screen as far south as Rosnoen (1583)+ The remainder of TFA moved
west from Loperhest to within 2%-kilomsters of the village of Plougastel-Daoulas on to

& line extending from (070960) to (065977)

The advance of TFA on 24 August was continued against light resistance and gains
of approximately 1,000 yards were made in the direction of Plougastel=-Daoulas (0397)
Cavalry reconnaissance was continued to Chateaulin and throughout the Terrenez penin-

sula.

Cavalry squadron units and the TD reconnaissance company extended the patrolling
of the Crozon peninsula as far south as Douarnenez (0365) on 25 Auguste Estimates
from French resistance forces placed approximately 10,000 enemy troops in the Crozon

aredt.

Infantry and attached elements of TFA operating in the Plougastel-Daoulas pen-
insula continued a steady advance against light opposition, with gains of 1,200
yards being made. :

Group &, of TFA, composed of the Cavalry Group, with the reconnaissance company
end Co. A of the 705th TD Bn and one platoon of Co. A, 35th Engineer Combat Bn,
which replaced the 159th Engineer Combat Bn. in TFA during the Plougestel operatiom,
moved on the morming of 26 August to establish = counter reconnaissance screen ex-
tending from Kergouan (0972) along the stream to St. Giles (12723) following the stream
to Launay Coffee (0473) along the stream junction at (162725) to Gorre Toulhoat (1774)
to Kerrot (1775), lLe Rest (1777), Dineault (1778), and Cincily (2078). The screem
was established but no contact with the enemy was made. (42)

Attack on the western part of the Daoulas peninsula was resumed at 0800 hours,
26 August, but no progress was made in the face of artillery, mortar, and automatic
weapons fire from Hill 63 (0494). Efforts in the late afternoomn to take the hill
failed when advence units were pinned doen by machine gun fire from its south slope.

(43)

Tenk destroyer and engineer elements of TFA were pinched out by the TFB advance
dovn the narrowing peninsula during the afternoon of 27 August, and reverted to con=-
trol of TFA. The 50th Infantry with Coe B, 705th Tank Destroysr Battalion attached,
remained to operate with TFB. TFA casualtiss on. the Daoulas peninsula amounted %o
six killed and 28 wounded. A total of 69 prisoners werse taken by TFA on this penin-

sulae.

THE DRIVE ON MENEZ HOM

Further penetration of Crozon Peninsula by patrols on the afternoon of 27
August uncoversd enemy troops on Hill Menez Hom (1279), with an outpost line es-
tablished along the southeast and northeast slopes. (44)
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The hill, 330 feet in elevation, was the dominating terrain feature of the en-
tire peninsula and commanded observation of all approachese The hill rose steeply
from the Aulne River at the northern edge of the peninsula through & thiockly wooded
section, cut by small streams and sharp defiles. Small fields with thick hedgerows
were found on the gentler southwestern slopes, toward the Bay of Douarnenez. The
principal road, Highway N787, extendsd through the center of the peninsula from
Chateaulin through the town of Crozon (9383) and circled Menez Hom about half way up

its southern slopes.

Cavalry patrols on 28 August probed to the base of the hill and past it on the
south to reach the Bay of Douarnenez at Kergors (0875). Continued probing brought
the capture of 32 prisoners, all Russisns, on the north and south sides of the hill.

_ The assault of the cavalry squadrons, attacking abreast on either side of High-
vay 787, ran into heavy artillery, machine gun, and mortar fire across the southwest-
ern slopes from (110780) to (100770) on the morning of 29 August. They were unable
to penetrate beyond this line. (45) Fifty Russian prisoners gave themselves up,

but resistance stiffened throughout the day, and an enemy counterattack was delivered
at 1850 hours. It was stopped without the loss of apprecisble ground.

Action to 1200 hours on 30 August was limited to patrols, with no movement of
main forces on either side. Air support subjected the enemy positions to heavy bomb-
inz and strafing, and in the afternoon a reconnaissance in force definitely establish-
ed & strongly prepared line extending from Landrein (0775) around the eastern base of
the hill to Brigneur (1480) on the Aulne River estuary.

Resistance from this line was heavy in the early afternocon, but indications of
disintegration were apparent at nightfall. Russians, in small groups, finally totel=-
ing 108, filtered into TFA lines and surrendered. They brought reports of other
Russians on the north slopes of the hill engaging Germans in battls. (486)

TFh patrols at 1800 hours advanced on the northern slopes of Menez Hom almost to
the crest, as the fighting between Germans and Russians continued. A Russian unit of
one officer and 35 men killed several Germans and delivered 20 as prisonerse. The group
returned to the enemy lines, reduced another pocket of ensmy, and freed other Russians.
Through the aid of this unit, 132 Prisoners were taken in the vicinity of Brignuer dur=

ing the day. (47)

As & result of the gap made in the German line by the desertion of the Russian
troops, the enemy withdrew to the line (017861), (011850), (020842), (020893), (009819),
(015811), and (013798). (48)General Earnest requested a battalion of infantry from
VIII Corps to enable him to exploit this withdrawal, but none was available to re-
inforce the task force at that time.

Three companies of Russians, Poles, Caucasians, and Luftwaffe troops were left
behind ths retreating Germens to fight rear guard actionss Cavalry patrols advanced
against little resistance with the main forces following closely behinde Hill Menez
Hom fell at 1505 hours, and patrols at nightfall on 1 September advanced to & line
running across the peninsula from (040782) to (091853). & total of 324 prisoners
were taken during the dey. (49) -
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Task foroe casualties during this four day period of fighting on the Crozon
Peninsula were one killed, 35 wounded, and three missing.

The advence, resumed on 2 September, met little opposition until a hostile
outpost line was encountered. This line roughly approximeted the 02 north-south
grid line. Patrols were stopped by medium artillery, mortar, and light machine gun

fire.

Patrol operations continued on the morning of 3 September, and one platoon of
Troop A, 17th Cavalry, entered the town of Telgruc (0381)s A heavy bombardment and
strafing of the towvn by friendly air support caught the platoon and inflicted numer-
cus casualties. (50) Slow progress was made throughout the balance of the day
against defended road blocks and mine fields.

Enemy artillery fire limited activity on 4 September to patrol activity along
the line of (990809), (01984), and (010860).

MLR CONTAINED

The progress of Task Force "A" on Crozon peninsula was completely stopped by
the enemy main line of resistance. This was described at the end of the operation
by General lMiddleton as follows: "In all my military experience, I have never seen
anything quite so good as the fortifications in the Crozon area. They are the mos%
highly organized I have ever seen."

The enemy main line faced open ground on the north flank, and low, swampy ground
on the southern flank, and both of fered good fields of fire. Fire lanes were cleared
for light and heavy machine guns and numerous observation points in the hilly terrain
provided for accurate direction of mortar and light and medium artillery fire. (s1)

The enemy artillery concentration was heavy in the northern sector of the line,
particularly from the vieinity of the airfield (9787), whers one 155mm, two 105mm,
and two 75mm batteriss were locatsd. (52)

Elements of the 804th Anti-aircraft Artillery Bn. defended the central sector
with two batteries of 88mm flak guns, one 105mm, one 76.2mm, and one 75mm batteries,
and light machins guns and mortars were located behind road blocks and barbed wire.

Mine fields and wire were thick in the southern sector with strong points or-
genized around block houses. Artillery included one 105mm and four 77mm batteries,

and at least five mortar positionse.

TFA COMES UNDER NINTH ARMY

The Task Force passed to control of the Ninth U.Se Army on 5 September, when
VIII Corps was attached to that Armye. :

It was impossible for sufficient infantry to be diverted to the Crozon Penin-
sula. At this time, the 2d, 8th, and 29th Infentry Divisions were fully committed
to the attack on Brest.
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Elements of TFB had by now returned to support the Brest assault. The
Daoulas Peninsula was clearsd of enemy resistance on 30 August. The 50th Armored
Infantry and the 3rd Bn., 330th Infantry with attackments, remeined there to pro=-
vide against possible re-occupation from the Brest garrisone.

TFA immediately set up a counter reconnaissance screen to contain the enemy
west of the line extending from St. Eflez (9985), St. Laurent (9883), and Keradennec
(9682). The almost total absence of an east-west road net in the sector immediately
fecing the enemy line made the organization of dismounted patrols necessary. Approxi-
mately 350 cavalry troops were dismounted and employed as infantry. Their personal
weapons of oarbines and sub-machine guns were not practical for this purpose, and
request was made for rifles to adequately arm them. (53)

Dismounted patrols made contact with the fortified line on 5 September, but
withdrew to allow a bombardment of located strong points by fighter~bombers.

An attack on the positions was made the following day, after tank destroysr
units fired a heavy barrape. It served only to drive in the enemy outposts, and no

penetration of the main line was made. (54

The task force was, by necessity, committed to a security mission until rein-
forcements could be made available and moved to the peninsulae. (57) This was carried
out by constant probing of the enemy line with small patrols, but never with suffi-
cient force to invite a counterattack on a large scale. Tank destroyers were em-
ployed for daily harassing fire. Fighter-bombers were continuously in the air,
weather permitting, during this period, and strong points in the vicinity of Ste
Laurent and the air field were given heavy poundings.

8TH INFANTRY DIVISION ARRIVES

This situation continued through 13 September. By 12 September, the 8th In-
fantry Division was pinched out of the Brest opsration and given the mission of
clearing the Crozon Peninsula. Preparations were made for the move on 14 September.
However, the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment, was sent to Crozon on the night
of 13 September to be held in reserve in event of a German attack. (58)

The mission given TFA was to maintain contact betwsen the 28th and 121st Regi-
ments, and mop up enemy resistance left behind the infantry advance in the valley

of the Rau de Keroch.

The task force was relieved in the center of the peninsula on 17 Septembser by
the 2d Ranger Battalion and withdrew to an assembly area southeast of the town of
Crozon and prepared to attack to the south and southwest to clear the Cap de la

Chevre sub-peninsula. (59)

TFA, with the 83rd Armored Field Artillery Bne., less one battery, in support,
moved at 1100 hours, 18 September, to clear enemy resistance from the Cap de la
Chevre. Rapid progress down the 7,500 yard length of the sub-peninsula was made,
and the scattered strong points and light to moderate small arms fire were overcome
by a combat team consisting of the Cavalry Group, Companies A and B of the 35th En=
gineers and lst and 2d platoons of Company A, tank destroyerse.
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Hasty fortifications had been undertaken by the enemy, but the peninsula had
been kept under constant artillery fire during the night of 17 September, and full
organization of ground defenses was impeded.

By 1730 hours, penetration to the strongly fortified southern tip of the Cap
de la Chevre was made, and contact with a member of the staff of General Rausch,
cormander of the 343rd Infantry Division, was made by Capt. Nelson. The surrender
of General Rausch, with his staff, was received at 1800 hours by General Earnest,
and organized resistance on the sub=peninsula ceased at this point. Further mop-up
of scattered enemy groups was continued the following morning.

From the entrance of the 8th Division in the Crozon fighting, on 15 September,
the task force suffered only four casualties, three killed and one wounded, with
two of the fatalities coming on the final day of action. Prisoners taken by TFA
during the entire operations on Crozon totaled 1,679, ;

DOUARNENEZ PENINSULA

The 121st Infantry Regiment took over the security of the Crozon sub-peninsula
on the morning of 19 September, and TFA moved to the vicinity of Plonevez=Porzay
(1168) to clean up an enemy force composed principally of marines and estimated %o
pumber 250. The enemy was concentrated in the Douarnenez Peninsula, south of the
town of Audierns (8759). Patrols during the afternoon of 19 September advanced
west of ths town of Douarnmenez along roads in the central and northern parts of the
peninsula as far as Point du Raz without gaining contacte

Several previous requests for surrender had been transmitted to the commander
of the troops by members of prisoner of war interrogation teams, and had been re-
fused, but a further effort was made on the night of 19 September. Major Johnson
mot the Cerman commander in Audierne and presented a lstter from General Earnest
demanding surrenders.

The offer was refused and Major Johnson gave until 0800 hours, 20 September,
for reconsideration. No attack on the strongly fortified German position was to
be made until that time.

Movement toward the position began the morning of 20 September at 0600 hours,
with half of the 15th Cavalry Squadron followed by the tank destroyers and engineers
on Highway M165 through Confort (9661), Point Croix (9160) to Audisrne.

Remaining elements of the 15th Cavalry Squadron followed a route along the
northern part of the peninsula through Poullan (9764), Beuzac (8964), as far west as
Lannuign (8662), where the route of march weas changed %o the south and southwsest, in
the direction of Audierne. The 17th Cavalry Squadron followed this northern route to
Lannuign (8662), and then fanned out with patrols extending %o the western tip of the
peninsulae. The 17th Cavalry then advanced on Audierme from the west, preparsd to
participate in the assault.

The 83rd Field Artillery took up positions east of the Goaven River extending
from (930590) to (920555).

T - — —— e Wem  wmS  we e

Ve rfSTV{C'f'(&(/LL_ /”\/
Gen gﬂ/m/’/



)

N,
i
»,)_/

Jw oty
F 1D yby” Gen &n

A fifteen minute artillery preparation began at 1145 hours, after fighter=-
bomber air support missions had been requested for 0930 hours. The planes did not
arrive until 1300 hours, when it was impossible to use them as planned, due to the
presence of TFA troops in the target areae. (61) :

At 1350 hours, tank destroyer units supported dismounted engineers in the re=-
moval of the first road block barring entrance to the area, which included the
southern outskirts of Audisrne. The obstacle, of logs, barbed wire, and mines, was
removed without damaging small arms fire being received.

No indications of the enemy's willingness to defend the position were apparent,
and after the removal of the road block, the first group of enemy, totaling 27,
emerzed from an underground shelter and surrendered. Other groups put up white flags
as cavalry, engineers, and tank destroyers moved quickly through successive roed
blocks and barricades %o the central strong-point of well-sited and camouflaged gun

positions and pill boxes.

The position was entirely mopped up within an hour and a half, with 322 prison-
ers taken, a majority of whom were marines. (62) Thers were no American casualties.

(63)

Yo casualtiss were sustained by enemy troops, who took cover in reinforced con-
crete dugouts throughout the artillery preparation and remained there when TFA ad-
vanced, evidently in expectation of & bombing and strafing attack from fighter-
bombers, which by this time had arrived, and circled the area through the remainder
of the operation.

The task force returned to the Plonevez~Porzay bivouac for the night of 20
September, and the following day moved to the vicinity of Bodilis (2312), where by
VIII Corps order, it was dissolwved, effective at 1200 hours on 22 September.
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3. General Earmest; Instructions, TFA, 1 August.

4, G=-3 Journal, No. 13, 2 August. ~

5. Gensral Earmest to Lt. Hart, 13 September.

6. G=3 Periocdic Report, 1200, 3 August.

7. Colonel Reybold was checking and following movements of his
troops toward Dol and was last seen by Major Hellier, Group S3, with
the point of the leading cavalry squad at the tims contact with the
enemy was made. No further confirmed report concerning Colonsel Rey=-

bold had been receiwved, but his venicle, riddled by .50 caliber
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Canteens were hung at the ends of exhaust pipes to make boiling water
available in a short time.

After Crozon was reached, regular hot meals were served to all units
and B rations were available for the menu., Prior to that time, the men
ate rations from 10-in-l packs, often cold, but usually with hot coffes.
The men were able to supplement their rations by obtaining eggs, butter
and bread from the Frenche.--Interviews by Lt. Harte.

58. Lt. Colonel Cadenhead to Lt. Hart, 13 September.

59, Lt. Colonel Beck, 8th Dive G=3 to General Earnest, 1645, 17 September.
60, Major Johnson to Lte. Hart, 20 September.

61. Report of Lt. Colonel Cadenhead on air support, 20 September.

62+ Prisoners of War statistics by operations:

Place Number
Dol, Chateaunsuf, St. Malo 275
St. Brieuc 390 ’
Morlaix 397
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- 27 Aug.

Place

lesnsven

Guingamp ,

Lannion-St. Michel
Penvanen-Treguler~Lazardrisux
Paimpol=~Plousz

Plougastel Peninsula

Crozon Peninsuls

Douarnenez Psninsula

Total

MO @ STei Cl7pec

Per Gen gdﬂ/wﬁ'\

550
398
589
756
231
69
1679
322

it

5656

Humber.

List furnished to Lt. Hart by Capt. Nelson, 21 September, 63
TFA killed and wounded from 1 August to 22 September were by days.

Date Killed

[aV]
—

1-8 Aug-
9 Aug.
10 Aug.
11 Aug.
12 Augo
13 Augo
l& Aug.
15 Auge.
18 Aug.
17 Aug.
18 Aug.
19 Augo
20 Aug.
22 Aug.e
23 Aug.
25 Auge.
26 Aug.

28 Augo
29 Aug.
30 Aug.
31 Aug.
Sept e
Sept-
Sept-
Septe
Sept.
Septo
sept.
11 Sept-
12 Sept.
13 Septq
14 Sept.
15 Septa
18 Sspt-
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Casualty tabulations froam S-1 records of Major Johnson, 22 Septem-
bere. .
64,/ Ltc Harte.

MAPS
Ste Brieuc - Rennes 1:200,000 road map. Sheet 59
Brest - Quimper 1:200,000 road map. Sheet 58
Avranches 6 G/1 1:50,000
Granville 8 F/6 ' 1:50,000
Antrain 6 G/3 1:50,000
Dol=-De-Bretagne 5 G/% 1:50,000
Combourg 5 G/4 1:50,000
St. Malo 5 G/1 1:50,000
Dinan 5 G/3 +1:50,000
Lamballe 4 G/a 1:50,000
St. Brieuc 4 F/6 1:50,000
Guingemp 4 G/ 1:50,000
Quintin 4 G/3 1:50,000
Belle ‘Ile En Terre 3 G/2 1:50,000
Carhaix 3 G/4 1:50,000
Sizun 3 G/3 1:50,000
Morleix 3 G/1 , 1:50,000
Lannion 3 F/6 ' 1150,000
St. Pal-de-Leon 3 F/5 1150,000
Plonguerneau 2 F/% 1:50,000
Lenderneau 2 G/2 1:50,000
Trequier 4 F/f5 1:50,000
Ile Brehat 4 F/3 1:50,000
Chatesulin 3 G/5 150,000
Donarmenez 2 G/6 1:50,000
Ile-de-Sein 2 G/5 11:50,000
Quimper 2 H/2 1:50,000



MOTES OF GoMEzsl ERMEST,
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RECAPITULATION

- | OPERATIONS OF TASK FORCE A e

i1 Aug L LHA vegan assembling vicinity -Equilly (?T1799).‘ Gen. _

Patton outlined plan and instructed Gen. Earnest to
, report to Gen. Middleton.
2 Aug W4t Troops aggembled end FO No. 10 received from _VIII
Corps. ‘
3 Aug U4: TFA left bivouac, moved south to Avranchés at 0200
) ¢ nours. Contact with enemy at (P028029) at 0710 hrs ..
vic Dol Bj—pasqed resistance and moved SW..

U4 Aug U4l TF probed towerd St. Malo. Proﬁed to a line south

of Chateauneuf and established Cav Sereen. Reinf

P-- by Inf RCT.

: 6 Aug Wit Resumed advance on Brest ab 0€00. TF occupied St.

?

) Aug‘nm: TFA broke through defenses south of Chateazuneuf.

TF withdrew from mission against-St. Malo, assembled
in vicinity of .Le Vx Bourg, at 2200 hours.

Brieuc at 2205 nhrs. Enemy had withdrawn:to west.
7 Aug W4t  Eremy infantry defense position overrun at Chatel- _
eaudren, at 1200 hrs. Reduced enemy resistance and '_3
.strongpoints in Guingsmp. Resistance ceased at :
2000 hrs.

g aug Wt In contact with enemy at Morlaix at 1350 hrs. Re-

sistance ceased 1700. )
9 Aug Ll Gavl trains attacked at Plougineau 0930 hrs. Atk
repulsed at 1245, . o s . S _}

.10 Aug MUz | Closed into bivouac area vicinity Lesneven._ Contact

|
with enemy Plougerneau ab 1320. ZResistance Plouger- _J
1

o neau ceased 1630, 500 prisomers. .. ... ]
S 8 A Aug U _,.Secul'ed._,.b,eaches_ St.. ,,Michel—en—Greve 1200 :hrs. Thres |
—_ ? . LST's landed 1215, hrs._AA_IiO....se_nem_?_e_S..i...s,ta;r.x..c_e...-.._.....____j
12 Aug to ... ..o - - e N P __}
14 Aug L TF continued mop_up,_and_segur;’;y__gnissj,on.____ ..... ﬁ_%
N1 Aug bl: . Engaged enemy. Treguier at 1600. Resistance in =
\_____...______.Ereguier._ ceased at 2400 hrs. ... .. _/



TR T v




