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a.  k L p h i b i o u s  m n e u v e r s  i n  England eI&yhasiLed 
t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of t h e  tolded gun m u  yrir,le :.ovel Iihen un-
l o a d i l i g  oiid ;.oinz i n t a  a c t i o n .  Tnis caused a change i n  
2 o l i c y  which r e s u l t e d  i n  o n l y  one towed b a t t a l i o n  b e i n g  in-
c l u d e d  i n  tnc i n i t i a ?  i c v a s i o n  f o r c e .  

5 .  IniTial Le;ldinm. Tank d e s t r o y e r  b a t t a l i o n s  were  
a t t a c h e d  and l o ! i d m  t h e  a s s a u l t  i c f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  
w i t h o u t  no tewor thy  ind ice , l t .  Althouzt.. c!iel.ly t a n k s  LJere n o t  
eriployed i n  l a y e  m n b e r s  duxin;; tlie i i r s t  week of the  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a m o r  i n  s t renGth  idas ever  p r e s e c t  end  r e q u i r e 6
ta i ik  d e s t r o y e r s  t o  be e lg loyed  i n  t h e i r  p i L . a r y  r o l e .  

6. B a t t e l i o n  Attaohments. O r i g i n a l  p l a n s  c a l l e d  P o r  
t m e d  b a t t a l i o n s  to be a t t a c h e d  t o  eacil d i v i s i o n  with self-
p r o p e l l e d  b a t t a l i o n s  be ing  h e i e  i n  c o r p s  arid arcLy r e s e r v e  ; 
'cut t h e  i n v a s i o n  iiad h e r d l p  begun b e f o r e  tkle i i i f a n t r g  d i v i -
s i o n s  rLot i n  t i l e  i r , i i i e l  landiac: f o r c t  , r e a u e s t e t  s e l f - n r o -
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3.  C r - c n i z a t i o n  The b r i g a d e  ws o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  TO 
SC E 13-5O-e). It V R S  coriposed OP a h e e f i q m r t e r s
ax6 h e a d q u a r t e r s  company a n d  two 01' c o r e  groups. i, t o t a l  
o f  two cciiik C e s t r o y c r  b r i g a d e s  were oi.:;snized.. The s e c o n d  
LagC C e s t i u y e r  bri3a.de vas i l i sbmdcd  in t h e  U n i t e &  S t a t e s  
wit i tout  p a r t i c i ; 2 a t i n i  i n  coolbat. 

10.  Prs-Coi,ibat D o c t r i n e .  There lytis n o t h i n g  p u b l i s h e d
ic field r:lanuZETii t i le G0libd.t d o c t r i n e  of t h e  bi ' igade iis 
it wis l i s t e d  a s  a t e i i t s t i v c  o i 3 z a n i a a t i o n .  Trainin:: de-
r.io:id~ f a r  i? h i g h e r  Iieadqunl; t e r s  t o  s u p e r v i s e ,  c o o r d i n a t e ,  
a i d  i.us(?ec; the l s r g e  n v a h e r  of  r o u p  nnrl b a t t a l i o n s  
d i c t a t e d  i t s  o r g s n i z a t i o n ,  and t e f e a r  a ?  :;reat milssed 
tui.1:: I;tttlcki:s i a i ' l u e n c t d  i t s  beirig o r f y n i z c d  a s  3 t a c t i c a . 1  
i ieadqui i r te rs  ias ter ,d  ai" a s : iecial  staff s e c t i o n  on .;he 
a i -~~iyor c o x p s  level. 

l o r c e  ;,At11 the r i l s s i o n  of chivin,.; up tile B r i t t a n y  Penin-
s d a  a i d  a : i s i S t i n g  i$ c l e a r i n g  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  The t ask  
f o r c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f :  

I . s t  Tsnk D e s t r o y e r  P r i z a d o  I k a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  Xead-
qiiart erfi C orqmny 

%C C a v a l r y  Group 
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1 5 t h  Cavdlry Group 

6 t h  Tank Destroyer  Group 

7 0 5 t h  TaLk Desi,royer B a t t e l l o n  

1 5 9 t h  Znzineex Cor:+'oat ~ ; o t t e li on  

509th  Engineer Light  Pontoon Oosi2any 

T a s k  Force ?'A??drove r a p i d l y  up t!ie p e n i n s u l a  t o  
t i le  v i c i n i t ' y  of S t .  i l a lo ,  s ide  s l i 3 2 e d  aiii .:rocaeCed t o - c  
ward R w s t  u i t i l  CGntZCt vas riade -+.iti: t h e  d tbL 6 r i m r e d  
D i v i s i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  t h ? t  c i t y .  It t:ei? assei.ble& i n  t h e  
v i c i i i t y  of  Lozlttix, France (I?41) anc p i o t e c t e d  t h e  
beaches snd. t h e  rov . tes  to B r e s t .  The t c s ! ;  ioi-cc a s s i s t e d  
i n  t h e  a t t a c k  on Z r e s t  arid l a t e r  ccf igleter i  c l s u i n ,  the 
n a o u i e a s  P e n i n s u l ~ i .  

CI::-2T3F, 2 

- 5 - 




- in -

- 6 -



a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  2d Tank D e s t r o y e r  Grou;o f o r  t h s  c r o s s i n g  
o p e r a t i o n ,  Th6 8ssIgnoG &ssioi i  was t l l r e o - f o i 5 ;  t o  pro-
v i d e  d i r a c t  f i y e  supl lor t  t o  a s s : ; u l t  i n f a l i t r y ;  t o  n e u t x - a i i d c  
s u s a e c t e d  zner:,,y p s i t i o n s  by i n d i r e c t  f i r e ;  and t o  l i t r a s s  
and i n t e r d i c t  i l a i n  r o u t c s  o f  a:~.:roach t o  t 'iii scene OP 'the 
a s s a u l t  by l o n ~ - r a n g ; e  i n d i r e c t  f i r e .  -The rJrir,,aly priiici:.Nle 
f0110;~ed i n  s i t i n g  o f  a l l  t a n k  d e s t r o y e r  ~ " w7,ias t o  be 
a b l e  t o  d e n y  t h e  use  of  f laf ik  a;r!;)Iaoaches t o  t i?& bridschoae 
by h o s t i l e  a m o r ,  exgressly oydeiwd by tlie Corps Coi,a:ander
IXs knoirledge of  a s i ~ i l a ro i i c r a t i o n  c;n the  Voltuj:lis R i v m  
i n  I t a l y ,  i.n wkiicki two b a t t a l i o n s  of lianCcrs trer ' t :  v i i p t G  01: 

by enung ari.,ored attaC!is 13-01; t h e  fliiaks of t h e  bx iogelleaa
led t o  orderin:: t h e s e  p z e v a n t e t i v e  nieasures t o  i n s u r e  that 
B l i k e  o c c u r m n c 6  would n o t  w i s e  i n  t h i s  o p c r a t i o n .  

i l l n i t i a l l y , ,  s i x  p l c t o n n s  ( 2 4  Guns) o f  t h e  9Chlr:i 3F 3 
v e r e  e l lp laced  i n  'L i rec t  f i r s  p o s i t i o n s  011 t h c  wst bank of 
t h e  R o e ~R i v a r ,  so phaced u s  t o  perl:Lit tlle d . s l i v e r g  of f i r e  
upon ta l 'Gats  an2 areas vdiich were d(;el:,cd l a s t  1ii;Cly t o  TC-. 
q u i r e  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n .  Pank dcs t royer  forward  o b s e r v e r s  
w i t h  the l o a d i n g  i n f a n t r y  e l c i . e n t s  were 'in yafiio coi,i.,uni.-
c a t i o n  w i t h  tile guns ,  and ai?fo?teC a r.a:Jid iiealis o f  p l a c s -
in! fire upon u e s i r e d  t a y p t s .  r e -The forward o b ~ c i v ~ ~ s  
l.i*ined w i t h  the a s s i i u l t  i n f a n t r g  coilrianders i n  o r d u r  t o  
ri;ake r e c o u e n d a t i o n s  and a d v i s e  the Cois.aiidats on t k  d i -
r e c t  i i r o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of the tntllc destro:rers  m Wieii t h e  
i n f a n t r y  advanced t o  such a n  e x t a n t  t l i u t  d i r e c t  f i r e  becar.io 
unfeasible, the tack d e s t r o y e r a  'igere t o  i m i i r e c t  fire 
p o s i t i o n s .  These p o s i t i o n s  had been p r c v i o u u l y  p repa red  
and s u r v e y e 2 ,  s o  t h a t  n o  del.ey 'LJBS er;councerad 1.11 trie chanLic 
o f  h i ss ion .  

rtThc f i r e s  01' the  t a n k  d e s t r o y e r  b a t t a l i o n s  Y I B ~ ~  
u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e  ut1.ios.t t o  thickeix mid Geepeii the f i r e s  . o f  
Corps A r t i l l e r y .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h o  r c c a i f i i n b  t h e e  p l a t o o n s  
o i  tlie y01;~~.SP's were  s i t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  l o q  range e n f i J . a a e d  
i n t e y d i c t i o n  f i r e  Lpon o a c h  o f  tilree highways, i ' l r ing ut 
t h e  r a t e  of 100 m u d s  p e r  !lour, p i ?  , ? la toon ,  f r o n  I-: - 45 
t o  I-: 4 210,  f o r  t h e  purpose of c , J t t i n g  and p r o h i b i t i n g  the 
r e p a i r  o r  wire c o y i u n i c a t i o n  a n i  prevontirl;; une;i,y t r a f f i c  
from r e a c h i n g  t h e  acena o f  t h u  essault crossin;. 

!'The 3-inch towed guns n n i n t a i n e d  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  
f i r e  upon t h e  S t u a t s - p o r s t ,  a woods east of tiic R o e r  I? iVer  
o~i. '~osi 'Lti  3 0 t h  X v i s i o n  s e c t o r ,  w i t h  on.6 coilipilny, (1%t he  
g u n s )  f i r i n c  300 rcuncs p e r  hour  f r o r k E  - 4-5 to R f 210. 
Two companies  I,&intaj.ned n e u t r a l i a a t i a i i  f i r a s  u:Jon a 
s y s t e i a  u f  t r e n c h u s ,  o p p o s i t e  t h o  2 9 t h  I n f a r i t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  
on kiigli p o u h d . e a s t  o f  t h e  5 ive r .  The r o t e  of f i x 6 . w a s  300  
ruimds, p e r  hour  f o r  each coripany l o r  one hour ,  begi i ining 
a t  If - !+5. A t  I-I f 15, t h e  f i r e  was lifted t o  t h r e e  t o w n s ,  
3000 - LOO0 y a r d s  f a r t i l e r  e a s t ,  m i n t a i n i n g  t h e  9ElIII.B rate 
of f i r e .  

" A t  t h e  elid of the achedulc;d f i r e s ,  b o t h  tile y0riLGi 
guns and 3-inch guns vverb prepurod t o  l i r e  r . i iss ions upon
c a l l  frar;i Corps A r t i l l e r y  f i - e  i i r c c t i o n  c e n t e r .  Conf;rOl 
was a c c a ~ i p l i s l i e dby e s t c b l i s h i n g  a tank d e s t r o y e r  firs 
d i r e 3 t i o n  c e n t e r  ax t h e '  Corps  A r t i i l e r y  l i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
c e n t e r ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o r p s  A r t i l l e r y  sviitchbourd. Dur ing  
t h e  e n s u i n g  f o u r  d a y s ,  c a l l  u i s s i o n s  ware halidled i n  t h i s  
1.8r.iier, w i t h o u t  undue d i f f i c u l t y  o r  de lay .  I ; i s s i o n s  uieqe 
i n t e r d i c t o r y ,  h a r a s s i n g  and n e u t r a l i z i n g .  Bccacse 0 2  t h e  



nbucdaiice 01'a r t i l l e l g ,  t a n k  d e s t r o y c r s  'rJere n o t  c a l l e d  
u:ior_ t o  1 ) o r t i c i p a t e  in ssi:.siiade.s al thougi l  f u l l y  prepared 
t u  do thc job.  The f i r e  i i r - c t i o n  cen te r  was concerned 
on1.y 7;titli f i r e  ContrOl  hnd those  ; J o i n t s  d i r E c t L y  co i inec tod .  
tdi th  f i r e  c o n t r o l .  A l l  d e c i s i o n s  poi-t;lining t.o r sco i i , i a i s -
sttrice, i n u h c r  of g u n s ,  ~ L ~ O U I ~ ~ Ss i t i n g ,  o f  El;r;.lunition t o  bc: 
usc;d, and i.:ovwlt-nts were ilade ond courdii iated bj7 tiic roup
coi;Icldor. 

''Thi. y l a n u i n y  i h a s e  f o r  t h o  c r o s s i n g  was l o n g
eiiou:.;L t o  a l lo id  f o i  thorough & ? t e n t i o n  t o  all a:;pects.
T;evi:rnl d a y s  were devotLl  t o  roconnaissance  o f  i o u t e s  and 
p o s i - t i o n s ,  i.ia]! erid t , e r r a i i l  s t u c i i e s ,  c o o r d i n a t i o n  with ati-
jacont  \ i n i t s ,  a:id p e r t i i i c n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m t t e r s .  The 
C o r ~ i ssuc-Lor \+us e i i t i r d g  f a L L i l i z i L  t o  a l l  CO11ceriiBd, a s  
e l l  units h a d  o c c u p i e d  ;!IO m e a  f o r  s o m  t i . t x ,  a f a c t  vihich 
p e a t l y  a i n p l i f i e d  t h  p l a i i n i n g  prOblcl.3. Thornugh o r i a n t a -
t i o n  of ;?ersonnu1 ai8eC i n  r e d u c i n g  the  p r c k l w  of c o o r d i n a -
tion t c  a i.iini1iu.i. This m s  a s p ( : i a i l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  t a n k  
dos. t r .~y: , r  ro1,warC obse rve r s  an6 t h e  a s s a u l t  i r t f w t r y  Con-
iz indc r s .  It i s  :ieCGSsaijr t h a t  s u i ' f i c i e n t  c o n t a c t s  a n d  
rieetin;,s occur bEtwc:n .ciiese o f f i c e r s  t h a t  eacL t l i o r o u c h l y  
u a d e s s t a n d s  t h e  osherys c a p b i l i t i e s  and needs. C o n s t a n t  
l i a i s o n  be tueer i  s u i q o r t o d  ~ f i dsu: i - 'or t ing u n i t s  . - a i n t a i n e d  a 
1li~~;IlLcgrot, OT coopeiat,5on. ?' 

17. The S e l f - Z r o p e i l e C  E a t t a l i o n .  
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-- 20. E f f e c t  of t h e  African Carpt ign.  Tile nakod t e ~ r a i n  
i n  kf'rica,inoor sliOtuinF: ~ ~ bv od tlic; ha1f-tr;ck-rI.sunted 

21. 
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t ank  d e s t r o y e r s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  the e s s a u l t  f i r s  role o f  t h e  
armored f o r c e .  

2 5 .  I n f l u e n c i n g  FTctors .  

a ,  Weapons. It e a r l y  becaraa e v i d e n t  to t a n k  
des$royer  u n i t s  i n  combat t h a t  t h e i r  en:ilo:r~;ent w d s  n o t  as  
contempla ted .  I n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  found ?hat the  o r p a n i c
antitalc-: ?'?ea-?oiis, t h e  57nm towad gun and t h o  A n t i t a n k  R o c k e t  
Launcher I%LA1, would not  p r o t e c t  thm frorl. h a r a s s i n g  arzicr. 
?he A n t i t a n k  Roc!rst, Launcher N l A l  (bazookc)  m s  cons ldc rcd  
t o  be g r e a t l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  97mn.gu.n i n  the  Nonilardy con-
d i t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  hands o f  green ,  u.nssasonec! t r o o p s ,  i t s  
u s e  d i d  n o t  $ revent  eneny a m o r  f r o u  rakirlg s h o r t ,  ? m e t r a -
tint, h a r a s s i n g  at txicks st T i . 6 1 1 .  

b. H o s t F l o  Araor  Em: :JoWm. Yith but  one cx-

c e a t i o n  d. , r inp t h e  e n t i r c  ~ o r n n a n ~ ~  
oper?+,ion ia tlic F i r s t  
Amy s e c t o r ,  enemy om.or was c q l o y c d  i n  s % l l  numbers. 
Their  m l s s i o n  was t o  keep our c t t a c l - 8  o f f  b s l a n c e  and 1ixi.t 
o u r  actvance by d i s o r g a  z i z a t i o n  and des t ruc tLon o f  personnel
and m a t e r i e l .  I n  a l l  o f  t h e s o  t h e y  w r e  h i g h l y  succossful. 
I n  t h e  onc i n s t m c e  wiizre a mass o f  tank$ T*V.SmpJ.o:rcd i n  
an attem?.Tt t o  c u t  t h e  3 r s t  Army in two by a : ' r ive t o  I s i g n y ,
France,  a n  i n i t i a l  p a n s t r a t i b n  was Piiladc?, It ?ms o ~ l ythe 
acci .dent t? l  'p:, e scnce  of a self-pr3pellcd t a n k  c ! c s t r o y c r  b a t -
t a l i o n  on the c a n a l i z e d  r o u t  e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  trr.c,l:ori v e h i c l e s  
tha t '  mado p o s s i b l e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l r r r c  p a r t  cf t he  
enemy a r n o r  end prevented t h e  ?nomy's succcss. 

c.  E f f e c t  o f  T e r r a i n .  Tk-s woocl-ed t e r r a i n  of  
h e d p r o v s , sma11 f ielcis , and aT)ple or charcls w i t h  'iooi-, 
r a r r o w ,  &inken, w i n d i n g - r o n d s  a i d  oxtreYely r e s t r i c t e d  
fie1fi.s of  f i r e  made t h o  Normandy area  a v a s t l y  d . i f f e r e n t  
p l a c e  from t h e  wide  open d a s a r t  s p a c e s  o f  Ul'rice. Tank do -
s t r o y e r s  ampla,cac! 8 few hundred. yerils bohinci the i n f a n t r y
f r o n t  l i n e s  wer6 unable t o  f u r n i s h  any sug:iort and c o u l d  I n  
no way cope w i t h  shsllow, t rarussinr ,  enemy at.tcicks. A t  .tho 
same t i n e  towed t a n k  d e s t r o y w  u n i t s  v w - a  s ~ l . f f e r i n zl o s s c s  
of  p e r s o n n e l  and n a t e r i e l  from small a r m ,  mortar, and 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  f o r  l a c k  o f  a m o r  protection. When t h i s  
t-ype u n i t  was mployed i n  tho  f r o n t  l i n e s  t h o y  suffereC loss. 
OP tuns ivhencvcr f r i e n d l y  i n f c n t r y  w s  :Corced t o  r c t i r o .  
T h i s  proved t h e  pro-combat i d e a s  t b . ? t  it ~ ~ o u l d  iripos-be 
s i b l c  t o  move m p l a c e d  towed guns while t h e y  wcrc u n d o r  
m o r t a r ,  n r t i l l e r y ,  or small n i ~ mf i r e .  

d ,  I n f a n t r y  Necd for an A s s a u l t  Gun, It s o c n  be-
came a:?pnrent t h a t  t h o  i n f a n t r y  u r p n t l y  n 3 e h d  a n  arznosed 
a s s a u l t  gun, an accompanying high v e l o c i t y  s c l f - F r o p c l l o d
amoror? g-m c a p a b l e  of knockine  out s':rnn@ p o i n t s ,  ai-
p l a c s d  s e l f - p r o p e l l e d  guns, o r  t anks  usrjd i n  a d t f c n s i v c  
role. The p r a c t i c e  of a t t a c h i n g  only one s c y r a t e  taiil: 
b u t t t i l i o n  t o  0 d i v i s i o n  Bid  not provicic c. 3 u f f ' l c I e n t  n u n h d r  
of  s u i t a b l e  tank3 f o r  t h i s  o f f e n s i v e  r o h .  The L i g h t  tar,]< 
company with i t s  371m guns d i d  n o t  mact t h o  p a r t i c u l n r  n:..eds 
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and it '-as neccqsacy t o  d i v i d e  t h o  t w c  
medium t a n k  companios of t h e  tank bat tc l - ion  betw .en Ll:c 
t h r c e  i n f a n t r y  r e g i m e n t s ,  S c c n u s ~  o f  b n t t l o  and o p c r n t i o n n l  



t a n k  losses, i t  b e c a i e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  use tank: d e s t r o y e r s  t o  
au,yient Lie tar iks  i n  t h e  perlorrnanee jf t!,eir o f ;e>is ive  i 'ole.  

261 The Chan6,e i n  Defensive Pol ico .  The Tac",ors out-
1ined 1n t l i e i roce e d E g  parapraph oade"ne cessari D. c af1iand 
d e c i s i o n  as t o  t h e  t j w e  o f  t int i tank defense  t o  & ei..ployed. 
'';as t h e  d e f e n s e  t o  be a f r o n t  l i m  a n t i t a n k  aefcrlse 01-was 
it t o  be a d e i e n s a  i n  d e p t h ?  Tile d e c i s i o n  ~ J C S:;.ade t o  de-
fend  on t h e  P r o n t  l i n e s .  T h i s  was j u s t i f i e d  by t l l e  eller.iyss
piecertieal use o f  arr.ior, the t e r r a i n  c o n d i t i o i i s ,  arid the 
l i r . i tcc1 nuibey  of s u i t a b l e  aiilitanli weapons a v a i l a b l e .  

27. Changes & E i q i l o y m n t .  A s  a consequence 01 the 
change i n  p o l i c y ,  bj- t h e  end oi' the ::ooriLaindy O p c r e t i o n ,  all 
tank d e s t r o y e r  u n i t s  tiien i n  cor;:bat found t h a t  the  fo1lu:Jinj
i . iodi l ' icat ioas  and ohanLea i n  t h e i r  eiuployClt?nt hod been o r  
were be ing  x S e  : 

8. Tank destroyers  ctoved i n t o  the  urtrerio f r o n t  
l i n e s  and t o o k  o v e r  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t!le e i v i s i o n  a n t i t n a k  
weapons, vliich m n n t  t h a t  t h e  conbat  procedure  was the fend-
i n g  o f f  o f  ener:y a:ci::or r & t l i e l  t h n  tile suciciiig i n ,  entrap
p i n g  and a e s t l o y i n g  oi' t-nei.:y tenlrs. 

b .  When ogei--atingi n  the  f r o n t  l i r x ,  tank Be-
stroyer corippanies, in ;!LE Srcat  i J a j o r i t y  of cases,  -mse at-
t ached  t o  i n f t t n t r y  r e g i m n t s  o r  al'i.Loleii c31 b a t  co .xmds .  
The t a n k  d e s t r o y e r  b a t t u l i o n  l o s t  a l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t s  
siilaller uiii?;s e x c e p t  f o r  s c p l y  d i d  adr,i,iistra'cion. I n  s o m  
c a s e s  1.mtt.alions even lost sup.';y f u i c t i o n s .  

C .  Front l i n e  c@oyuent r e y u i x 2  ijrSI:il>t DC-
cupat ior i  of p o s i t i o n  a long  t h e  e n t i r e  f r o l i t ,  t:ms d e s t r o y -
iq; I . .ob i l i ty ,  coi icar i t ra t lor i  of  f o r c e ,  anG e 1 i l L i n a t i L i g  t he  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of B dereiise i n  deiitii. 

d .  C o n t i n u a l l y  i n  t i le  f r o n t  l i n e s  ai16 pssassii if ;  
a sp l end id  d i r e c t  :<ireg ~ i ,s e l f - ) . rope l l ed  stid tu some ex-
t e n t  toweb t a n k  d e s t r o y a F s  tool:  o n  assault 1:11-6 arid arr~o:?eci 
f o r c e  riissions. 

28 .  General  Er;i;?loyniont of ? a t t q l i o n s .  

e v e r y  d i i i s i o n ,  i n f a t r y  or wi iored ,  woula have cnL towed 

- l i c  -





( 2 )  	Lack of 3ept.h j n  Defense.  T h  l a r g e  f r o n t s  
covered by C l v i s i o n s ,  t h e  usc of  tank dc-

d .  I Iovecant  of 'I'anl.; Des t royer  e.Successive? 
o c c u w i t i o n  o F ? o s i t i o n ~ o ~ e a d i n e s s 'had no p lace  i n  a n t i -
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whore1,thcly t o o k  ui) L; covered  p o s i t i o a  punding t l i ~a c t u c l  
occupat ion  of thc f i r i n g  s i t o .  

a .  L i a i s o n .  The breaking UI) or  t h e  tonl; d e s t r o y e r  
b a t t a l i o n  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  anc. t h e  ass igmient  of s u 3 p o r t  filis-
s i o n s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  corapanies in t roduced  t l ie  Droblen  of 
l i a i s o n  a t  t h e  con'9any level..  Tank d e s t r o y e r  c&i>anies 
were n o t  o r g a n i z e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  The o f f i c e r  
s t ~ e n ;t h  i n c l u d e d  a coni:Jany corfitander, a n ' a d r l i n i s t r p t i v e  
o f f i c e r ,  aIlG t h r e e  platooi.1 leaclers .  The use of p l a t o o n
l e a d e r s  as l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  t o  t h e  i n f a p m y  re+iient was 
i i lp rac t i . cab le  because they  w r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r.,aintairi c l o s e  
co i l tac t  with Glie i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o r .  cor,j.;andei-s. Tile toIilc 
d e s t r o y e r  company comander  could n o t  i.a!.ntain t:lis l i a i s o n  
because,  even when he e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  co-jiand p o s t  ?Yitli 
t h a t  o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  reGitleilt, h i s  t a c ' t i c a l  d u t i e s  k:a>t 
him aiilay t h e  S r e a t e r  2 a r t  of t h e  t i r :e .  This l e f t  o n l y  t h e  
a d i i l i n i s t r a t i v e  o i ' f i c e t  t o  act as l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  ab t h e  
expense of  h i s  a d r . i u i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s .  These, i n  t u rn ,  had 
t o  be cione by t i l e  cor,ipany coi.iiaxder, forcinp; him t o  n e g l e c t  
p a r t  o f  h i s  t a c t i c a l  d n t i e s .  I n  sor!ie u n i t s ,  tn5.s s i t u a t i o n  
was p a r t i a l l y  c o r r , e c t a d  b y  a t t a c h i o c  a recorinaissance ?la-
tooq  to t h e  coflipaay ana t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  becar:,e t h e  a&-
i l i n i s t r a t i v e  o i f i c e r .  I n  o t h e r  miits, a s o l u t i o n  was f o u n t  
by u s i n g  ba t ta l ion  staff o f f i c e r s  f o r  l i a i s o n  between t h e  
cortpany and t h e  ir-fsntzg r e g i r m n t .  

b .  C o n t r o l .  Whether F la toons  were atta,lied t o  o r  
suppor t in[  a E U X i ' i o g ,  t h e r e  W A S  l i t t l e  t h e  company COLI-

nnnder c o u l d  do  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  o i e r a -
t i o n  as ,  usually, a l l  h i s  f o r c e s , w e r e  corxi i t ted.  SO riang
f a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  h i s  c o n t r o l  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  eriploymn-t that 
he had t o  i s s u e  r,iiL;sion t y p e  o rde r s ,  l e a v i n g  m o s t  of tho 
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  arose t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

c .  Moverlent. Depending upon t h e  r a t e  o f  progress ,
t h e  advanoe of p l u t o o n s  was either b y  zone o r  p o s i t i o n  
a r e a .  During a r a v i d l y  r.ovinG s i t u a t i o n ,  t h c  p lo toon
l o a d e r  u s u a l l y  refiioined w i t h  the i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o i l  com-
rliander o r  s o m t i n i e s  w i t h  t he  lead in8  i n f a r i t r y  cor,ipany COiiI-
m n d e r .  'The p l a t o o n ,  unde? tlie c o n t r o l  o f  tlre p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t ,  ilovad i n t o  s u c c e s s i v e  i i a v t i l y  occupied f i r i n g  
p o s i t i o n s  upon r e c e i p t  of r a d i o  i r i s t ruc t io i i s .  I n  s lower  
r;ioving s i t u a t i o n s ,  uuch i ;ore  d o t a i l e d  reconliaissance was 
made, I n i t i a l l y ,  f i r i n g  p o s i t i o n s  were s e l e c t e d  by uap in-
s;.!cction. Then, p e r s o n a l  rec0n: ia issance iK iS  liiade EiS SO311 
as t h e  i n f a n t r y  s e c u r a a  the a k a .  This was u s u a l l y  done 
by the r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  e l e i i e n t 3  o r  b y  t h e  $Latoon l e a d e r  
a c t u a l l y  gc i n g  i n  w i t h  t h e  a ' lvanc ing  i n f a n t r y ;  t h i s  .bias 
Wspecia l ly  t r u e  w i t h  toweii u n i t s ,  The gull coi.d.laizders t hen  
went forward. and ilickcd o u t  i n d i v i d u a l  (sun p o s i t i o n s .  

d .  F i r e  suppor t .  I n  a n  a t t a c k  it vias d e v i r a h l n  
t o  put one aii-rhaI>s two p l a t o o n s  on E hill ovematc1l iW 
t h e  a t tack.  pror; t h e s e  p o s i t i o l l s  tilo gnns f i r e d  a s s e u l t  
f i r e  i s t o  tlic o b j e c t i v e  o v e r  t:ie heaue of the infanti-.y and 
tan:;s, 01' a s s i s t e d  i n  i s o l a t i n s  tilo area by :?rGveIitiilg the 
l iove lsn t  of h o s t i l o  re inforcci , i :nts  and s u y m r t i n g  l i r e  froid 
a d j o i n i n g  a r z a s .  If t h e  u n i t s  was s e l f - p r o p e l l e d ,  .the Pla-
tooi l  .idorking with t k a  a t t a c k i n g  9 l e i ; a n t s  usuu'ily f o l l o w e d  
c l o s e l y  the l e a d i n g  e l e m n t s ;  f u r n i s h e d  flar-k p r o t e c t i o n ;
f i r e d  u!)on t a r y u t 9  c f  o ; ) p o r t u n i t y ;  and wherl, tile o b j a c t i v e  
was t a k e n  irii,lcdia tE1y oc cup  i c d a n t i  t ank  dcf (3nsiv B 20S i1;i0119 -
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by the enemy, the procedure ou:lined i n  paragraph b abgve 
was followed. 
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THE GENERAL RCARD 

UYITED STATES FORCES, EUROPEAN THEATER 


A P O  408 

PART FIVE 
P 

w r e  tho r:lost V m S a t i l L  wcapon on t h e  b u t t l & f i d d . } f  Tnkk 
di,stro yers d i d  ac c o k l p i is h  tlic r::i s ::ions  assi g n d  t;lcLi, 
und a f t o r - s e t i o n  rG:>orts of' 39 battalions, a l t h o u g h  in-
C o ~ ~ p l t i t i ! ,ind ien tc ;  t h c i r  S U C C G S S ,  

1344 	tanks ond s e l f - p r o p c l l u d  guns, g i v i n g  en 
uvcrafis of  ovi'r 34 p c r  b a t t a l i o n ;  O M  organi -
za Lion rupojr k i d  105,  

684 	towcd n:.ltita.nk guns o r  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c c s  
ca ,nturad o r  dout rogud;  giving> an u v ~ r a g oo f  
over 17 lxr b a t t a l i o n .  

251 	t l r L l w U d  c a r s  o r  heavy t r u c k s ,  an a v w a g e  o f  
6 p s r  u n i t .  

5l+2 	l i g h t  cars  and  scdans ,  24. p e r  wit .  

663 p i l l b o x e s  were knocked o u t  by 4 U  b a t t a l i o n s ,  
a11 avcraGs of i.vrt: than lv #?or u n i t .  

614 	i,.achinL ~ L I I I S ,  ai? avorsgt ol' o v t r  15 pur u n i t .  

18 	 i;ootliy o l . r p l n n c s ,  by orgoi i ic  uriGitl ircmP1; 
weapons; onL; u n i t  hciig c r c d i t u d  w i t h  f i v u .  

40.070p r i s o n s r s  o f  way, M avcrogt  of  1027 w i t h  
ont: u d t  takiiig 5421. 

Thus, I t  i s  t;vil;unt i ' ron incoi.lplctb r e d o r d s  t h a t  
tank dvs t ioyGr  w i t s ,  a c t i n g  in dither  tiitir p r i r m r y  or 
scco i ida ry  ro l e , ,  inflicted B v a r i u d  a d  t t i i l i n g  b l o v  t o  the  
cneriy. 

C € X F T E R  2 

~ O M M U ' N I C A T I O ~ ~ S .-r.;OTOR EQUIPLZNT 

A€D TWK DESTROYER iVIXl?ON; 

43. Conniunicntions. Tank c?Lslroyer b a t t a l i o n s  u t i l i z e d  
b o t h  r o d i o  aid ~ L r uCIS EL means of  comriunications. Vhun 
crnpoytd  i n  their y r i n d r y  i i i s s i o n  a $  t a n k  d t s t r o y t r s ,
p r i n c i m l  r c l i a n c u  was p l a s b d  upon r a d i o  but  whsnuvm 
possible, o w i r t  n o t  W Q S  o a t n b l i s h , d .  1bhn vUplojrwd in 
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tanic defense .  

57. 3 i scont inunnce  o f  T3nk 
d e s t r o y e r s  as a 3c:;eratc f o r c e  
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