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COLBAT FCRMATIONS AND PLAYS

=1,  GEUERAL. a, Battle conditions. The speed with whieh action on
the medern battlefield develops requires repid decision and orders. Sudden
ch_[”fs in situations often outstrip the capacity of the human brain to keep
up With them. It is therefore essential that as much cowbat sction as pos-
31bh§9ba prearranged in simple form, readily understood by all personnel frem
the commander to the basic private.

b, Formetion and plays. Certain formations will be taught by re-
peated practice until troops are letter-perfect. These include columm, echelon,
wadge, and "V"., Similerly, plays for entry inte ascticn zre the "V", the com-
pany erd run, and the platoon hook and jab. Conatant training in execution of
formations and pleys lessens the confusion of bettle; when every soldier lmows
what the others are doing he can cocperate intelligently and 2ssist in cerry-
ing eut the plan,

¢« Reconnaissarce., The successful use of prearranged formations
end pleys, like any other sction, is dependent upon reconnaissance. These
playsiare to apply from one terrain feature te esnother only after intelligent
recomnaissance,

de Training aids. OSmell models of vehicles should be used on. send
tables or similar reproductions of berrain to femiliarize personnel with com-
bat formations and pleys.

e. Varistions. These are battle tauctics. Formations end plays
vary with the terrain, the situation, end the materiel. Alinement is avoided,
columns are irregular, cordon dispesitions are never used, end dispersal is
haebituals Concealment end cover govern movement and location of maneuvering
clementss The tactical movements pr escribed herein should be modified by
commanders to fit the situetion.



f. Commands end Signals. (1) The words "ROGER ROGER" and "LOVE
LOVE"™ are used in commands in lieu of "Right" and "Left" to avoid misunder-
standing.

(2) Appropriste code nemes for the formetions and plays set
forth here mey be assigned asnd used.

(3) Arm and hand signels may be used for units smeller than
the compeny.

2y CONBAT FORIIATIONS. =&, General. These formations mey be used for

the méreh, for cross-country movement, and when enbry into action is imminent.

b

e

o

ettalion end company.

ar possible vehicles evoid fol-
cular distences are about 175

(1 ) Column (I\l? 1o .[1) YWhenaw
lowing in trace. -Intervehi
yards (10 vehicles per n

(2) Echelon left (ﬂr r_gh1) (J;r;rfn A)., Unibs are echeloned
Tstagzored) to the flenk indiceted, the rear unit being
furthest to the flank. Units move to the left front (right
front) or left flank (right flenk) until in place; the
legding unit continuves the march to its front or remains

helted.

(3) Wedge (Diagrem A),  The secoid and third units ere echeloned
in depth and %o the- left end right of the leading unit res-
pectively.

(4) ™y (Disgrem 4). An inverted wedge.

Ca Reconneissance section,

(1) Column (Disgrem B), (see 2 b (1) ebove)



(2) Wedge (Disgram B). (see 2 b (3) above)
(3) "v" (Diasgrem B). (see 2 b (4) ebove)

Tank Destroyer platoon.

(1) Colum (Disgrem C), COrder cf march: the 1/4-ton vehicle
Praeceding or to the flank, reconnoitering and observing
at a distance of 500 yerds or more, utilizing terrain; the
platoon cormender's destroyer; sccurity vehicle; second,
third end fourth destroyers. The last destroyer tows the
szmunition trailer whon contect is imminent; the trailer
mey be left in e concesled position when action is begim.

(2) Vedge (Diagrem C). Seme as column except that the seccond
end third destroyers are echeleoned to the left and right
respectively. Width of the wedge may vary from a stegger=
ed column to 200-300 wards.

3s COMBAT PLAYS. a, General, Flays sre cxecuted at increased speed.
ixtent of displacement is indicuted ) reference to terrain features or dis-
tenees in yerds in featureless terrain, Adventage is always taken of cover
and eoncealment.

bs  Tank Destroyer compariy.

(1) BEnd run (Diagram D), The company being in any formation,
the leading platoon ot once deploys for action es e base
of fire. The second platoon moves rapidly esround the in-
dicgted flenk and to the front, seeking o position from
which to deliver [lanking fire across the front of the

3 first platoons The third platéon meves to the indiceted

~

flank to eneble it to act as o reserve for the other
platoons snd teo support them in depth,

(2) "v" (Disgrem D), TFrom smy formation, the second platoon
moves up on the flenl of the first platoon, while the third
platoon displaces zlighily to the indicated flank and de-
ploys as a rescrve, This pley is used when it is desired
to mass the fire of two platoons to the front

Ce Tank Destroyer platoon.

(1) Eodk (Diagram.E). The platoon being in any formation, ths
loading section at once deploys for action as & base of
fire. The sccond section moves rapidly around the indicat-
ed "lenk and to the front, seeking r position from which
to deliver flanking Fire seress the front of the lirst
seceticn. Action is ths some oz in the end run plsy of the
compzny. The 1/4-ton vehicle moves to either flank, The
security wvehicle moves ©d o position near where the larger

part of the secur.ty scection is deployed.

(2) Jeb (Diagram E). From ay fermation, the second secbtion
moves up'on the Llenlc of the first section which forms the
base of fire,

de Varintions. To execute eny of the sbove plays in another direc-
tion, the commend "ACTION RIGHT (LEFT) (REAR)" is given, followed by the com-
nand for the pley, which is exceuted aftor the unit hes faced in the new direc-
tioms Where e platoon commonder desires to disengege his platoon from cction,
the eormand "BREAK" is pgiven, designeting the section that is to disengoge;
"BREAK CLIEAH" diseangezes the whole platoon,
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