HEADGUARTERS
9TH TANK DBSTHO YER GROUP
4P0 L03, U. S. army

22 June 1945

TO: 41l Officers and Enlisted Men of the 9th ID Group:

From time to time, during the course of operations in Western and
Central Burope, this organization individually, and as a part of the US XII Corps

and Third army, heas received various commendations upon the part 1t has played in

this campalgn,

It 1s with a feeling of pride and gratification that I, as your
commanding officer, pass theae commendations on to you. Inasmuch as it was only
Dy the wholehearted and untiring efforts of each membér of this command as Tank
Desgtrovers and soldiers, that our suocesses werse possible, 1t 18 most fitting that

each one of you share egually the praises and thanks of our commanders,

To these, I wish to add my own heartfelt thanks to each of you for
your unswerving devotion to duty and tirelesg efforts; without which the success—

ful cperation of this headquarters would not have been possible,

In whatever the future may hold, my warmest and sincerest good

-

wighes go with each one of yon, whether 1t be as a soldier or a civilian,

() O ;
(/@;w,%w /< L) j
CLARENCE K. DARLIKG A
Colonel Cav, (TD) -
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS
9TH TaNK DESTROYER GROUP
APO 403, U.s. ammy

6 June 1945
SUBJECT: Commendatlons Received,
TO 3 All Officers end Enlisted Men of ihs 9th Tank Lestroyer Group,
21 June 1944

Message from His Majeaty Klng Geowge VI to all Luvnopsg

FToday I have visited the beaches of Nsrmarndy which wlll be forever fo~
mous., All that I saw on my journey and ,n x2il o? Fianve hag moved me deeply,
I have come home feeling an invense adolvation f>1 all those who planned and or—
ganiged thls vast project and for the guallani anl wccegstul execution of 1% in
all its varlied phases by everyone of those engeged in this great pattle“.

19 »ogust 1944

SUBJECT: Commendation,

Please accept for yourself and express to the officers and men of your
Corps congratulations and thanka for the magnificent pex! tmance of all of you
as evinced by your rapid advance and capture of CHATEAUDUN and. ORIBANS,

The manner of performance by all concerned is superior and you are

hereby highly commended,
/s/ ¢. 8. Patton, Jr,,
/t/ G. S. PATTON, JR.,
Lieut. General, U, S. Army,
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS XII CORPS
effice of the Commanding Geceral
APO 312, V.S, a.ny

16 October 194k

Lt. Golonel Jameg W, Blidwell
Commanding, 9th TD Group
AP0 403, U,S. Arny

Dear Colconel Bidwell:

The fighting of the last few weeks has punched home to us one point so obvious and
80 clean cut, that I want every goldier and every officer in the Corps to realize

its full gignificance,

That point is this: The Gerumans, even the best and nost experienced of them, are
viesibly frightened of us, They are frighiened by the superior equipment, the more
skillful tactics, and above all, by the magnificent courage and-will to win shown
Ly the troops of this corps,

.,
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We are now between rounds of a fight to the knockout. The last round saw the Boche
stagger back into hls corner. While we are gathering our strength for the kill, ho
is hapging on the ropes. He cannot last another ~— he 1g bound to go down. I anm
confident when the next round cones up, that the troops of the 9th TD Group will
show the saune courage, the sane ekill, and the same driving determination to get
this war won, that have won for us our successes to date,

I congratulate the 9th TD Grovp on its performance in the past - — I wish it
Godsgpeed and early victoxy.
, Sincerely yours,

/s/ M. S. EDDY"
/%/ M. S. EIDY
Mojor General, U, S. Armmy
Conmanding

SUBJECT: Congratulations fyom General Marshal®, 24 November 194k

"Congratulations on the capfhure of Metz and the splienc:.d advance your
Corps are making in epita of £locds and mud ard bilttke enemy resistance, My vsry
personal congratulations to Eddy and Walker on the grand show theilr twoops are
putting on towards bringing this war %o a triumghani concliusicn.”

I personally wish to add my commendation and congra..lations for the gplendid
advance which you and your Oorps have made. With such troops, the triumphant con-
clusion of the war 1a inevitably near,

/s/ G. S. Patton, Jr.,
/t/ G. §. PATTON, JR.,
Lievtenant General, U.S, Army,
Commanding '

28 November 19hl
TO: gonmanders, all unlts attached or assigned XTI Co:ps.” 

I know you will share my pride and pleasure in Genergl Marshall!s and General
Patton's generous expressions. Be sure they reflect my own feelings towards you,
Your troops, and the magnificent part they are pikri!'ng in hastening our vistory
over Germany, : N

S/ M. S, Eddy

. ,', M, S. EDDY
Majoi Ueneral, U. S. Army

Gommanding



8 December 19«4

SUBJECT: Commendation,

1, Today marks the end of thirty days of relentleas and victorious action
egeinst a well-posted and determlned enemy in the face of appaling conditions of

terrain and weather,

2, Please accept for yourself and pass on to the heroic officers and men
of your command my deep appreclation of your magnificent perlormance.

3, All ranks of “he XI{ Corps are hereby highly c-mmended for their super—

laman and victorious efforis.
/a/ G. 8. Patton, Jr.

/t/ G. 3. PATTON, JR.,
Lieut. @eneral, U. §. Amy,
Commandlng ,

1 Jamary 1945

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE THIRD ARMY

From the bloody corridor at Avranches, vo B:.c., thence across France to the
Sear, over the Saar into Germany, and now on to Lan'ngne, your record has been one
of continuous victory. Not oniy have you invarlasb .y defeated a cunning and ruth—
less enemy, but also you have overcome by your inceuiiable fortitude every aspect
of terrain and weather, UNeither hea3% nor dust nor floods nor gnow have stayed
your progress. Jhe gpeed and brilliancy of your achlevemenis lg ungurpassed in

military history, / /
G, S. Patton, Jr,
/sl

Geo.Se PATTON, JR,
Lieut. General, U. S. Amy
Commanding

5 February 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation,

1. The superior tactical skill and audacity which you and ywr command dis—
played in breaking the southern shoulder of the Gernman penetration will ever rank
as an outstanding feat of Intelligent planning and valorous execution, '
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2. You and the officers and men of your Gommand are hereby highly commen—
ded for a euperior performance.
/a/ G. 8. Patton, Jr.,

/t/ G. s. PaTTON, JR.,
Lieut, General, U, S. Amy,
Commanding

8 February 1945
T0: . Commanders, Officers am Men of XII "orps.

With the greatest saticfaction and pride I indovse General Patton's meseags to
you. Agein your gellant achievements deepen my confldence in the certainty that
the officers and men of the XIJ Corpe will keep high in futuye combat the enviable
standards of courage and teamplay ycu have set in the past, L

/s/ M. s. Eddy
/t/ M. s. EDDY,

Major General, U, S, Ammy
Commanding

23 March 1945

i

T0 THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE THIRD ARMY

In the period from Jamuary 29 to March 22, 1945, you have wrested 6,484
square miles of territory from the enemy. You have taken 3,072 cities, towns,
end villages, .including among the former: TRIER, KOBLENZ, BINGEN, WOKIS, MAINZ,

KAISERLAUTERN, AND LUDWIGSHAZEN,

You have ceptured 140,112 enemy soldiers, and have killed or wounded an ad—
ditional 99,000, thereby eleminating practically all of the Geiman 7th and lst Ar-
mies. History records no greater achievement 1n so limited a tine,

Thig great campaign was only made possible by your dispiplined valor, un—
swerving devotion to dutly, coupled with the unparalleled audacity and speed of
your advance on the ground; while from the air, the peerless fighter-bombers kept
up a relentless yound--the-clock attack upon the disorganized eneny.

The world rings with your praises: better s%111l, General Marshall, General
Bisenhower, and General Bradley have all personaliy comnended you. The highest
honor I have ever attained is that of having my name coupled with yours in these
great events, ' At :

Please accept my hearifelt admiration and thanks for what you have done, and
remember that your assault crossing over the Rhine at 2200, hours lasi night assures
you of even greater glory to cone, B

/s/. G. S. PATTON, JR.
. /t/ 6. S. PATTONY JR.,
Lieut. General, U. S. Amy

Commanding
. PPNV 7 - S XN MRS o o st ek Mt e



HEADQUARTERS XII COIPS
Office of the Comnmanding General
4v0 jl2, U. 5. Ay

20 April 1945

TO THE MSLBERS OF MY STARE:

I an relinguishipg command of the XII Corps today. The doctors
have made my decision ciuple ~ they nave glvea me no choice but to return
to america for regu, Eeiieve me, it is one of Lhe mosi inexpressibly difil-
cult facts I have ever faced in oy life,

Before I leave, I want each of you, each officer and each soldier of
Ly headquarters, to know how deeply grateful I am for what I consider to be a re—
markable performance. ~u have lefl Jivtle for a comnander to desire., You have
adapted yourselves to new and.difficulsh situationa with extraordinary epeed and
regourcefulness. You have given the Corps, and me personally, unstintingly of
your hours and of your energies, I comnend to each sectuion, Lo the Heaclqw rters
Conmpany, and particularly to the liilitary Police, your high gtandards of el fi-
ciency and esprit. Perhaps more than any of these, I ghall cherish your loyalty

the longest,

I wish I could say good-bye to each of you personally. I can tell
you only in this manner of my pride in your superb accomplishmqnt of every Jjob
I have given you, and of py affection for you in our common experiences. No
comuander, with you as hig staff, can fail to complete the XII Corps! final

mission. My warmest good wishes to you all, ' )
[a/ M. S. Bddy

/3] M. s. EIDY
Major General, U. S. Army
' 3 Conmanding

'

20 april 1945

Messages

A year ago the XII Corps began to cpllect its strengbh to strike. Eight
months 8go, against en enemy still stirong and danFeroudly aggraessive, we st Tuck.
We struck wiih a boldness and & viclousness thac have never failed us in nearly
constant coubat through three countries. Today, as wa prepare for the finmal kill,
there can surely be no corps in Gemmanynumao feayed than the XIIth, Here 1g your

record.

1]

In August 1944 you launched a drive through Northern France which mugt
rate as one of the most speciacular doups of this war. Your bloody battle of the
saar basin breached the Moginot line, and was leading you well"into the Siegfried
defenses when the German Ardennes offenslve began.anour magnificent forced parch
to Luxewbourg and your spifited defense of the Duchy are now in history, In Feb—
ruary you crgssed the Sauer and ecmashed the siegfried line ageimsi the bitterest
possible conditiong of flood, winter cold, and stubborn enery resistance, Ymr
lightning drive to the Rulne, and vigorous exploitation of its west bank, prepared
you for what was probably the firsé assault crossing of this ancient barrier In
military history. Your dash into central Germany, well ahead of any other allied
unit, proceeded to electrify our nation. Tou have advanced sone 600 miles 1in%o
the heart of Nazi Germany, conquering some 12,000 s@uare miles, Since enterlng
Germany alone, you have captured over 125,C00 prisoners, taken such prizes as

Frenkfurt_and Worms, sel;ied enormous stores_of military equ pncnt, rolling stock,

and supplies, including what"husﬁ*hé§efbéen‘th¢lﬁg;kw6f Geian,'s gold resérve,
released thousands of llazi slaves and allied prisoners, and driven a beaten en-
SR e el

emy intoc his last stronghold, °- -6
- . Aot
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14 april 1945
SUBJZCT: Commendatian,

It gives me very great pleasure to transmit to you, and through you %o
your magnificent officers and nen, the high opprobation of our peerlege leader,
General Eiserhower,

After hils recent vislt to our front, he said "Please tell your officers
and men of my great adniration for the sk*llful and veteran behavior of all unita,
both coubat, supply, and adminisrative. I was particularly im ressed with the
self-confidence and ease with which all the staffs of the vacio.s units function.
Nothing could be more admirahle and inspiring,t

/s/ 6. S. Patton, Jr.,
/t/ G. S. PATION, JR.,
IZeut, (-neral, U. S. Army
(. mmaniinge.

AFO 312, U. S. Army
19 April 1945

Colonel Clarence X. Darling
Commanding 9th Tank Destroyer Group
4p0 403, U. s. Arnmy

My Dear Colonel Darling:

I cannot tell you what a wrench it 1s to relinquish command of the
XII Corps. Today the doctors have ordered me to return to America

for rest,

Before I leave, I want Fpu to know of my admiration for your splen-

- did troops and of my gratitude for their magnificent contributlon to
the successful operations of our Corps, It is difficult to overesti-~
nate the egkill and courage and fidelity with which our Tank Destroyers
have operated during the last few crowded months.

Please accept for yourself, and convey to your command, thls expres—
sion of appreciation, I wish I could be wiih you for the kill. Good

luck ~ and Godspeed
Singerely yours,

/s/ M. 3. Eady
/t/ M. §, EDDY
Major General, U. S. Army
© Counanding



I congratulate you upon & glorious record, I share the pride which every of—
fider and every goldier of the XII Cerpa hae a right to feel for 1t. The XII Corps
has always been a spearhead unit of a gpeachead army, It has never failed to acconr
plish 1ts missions with dash and courage and ekill, Your final misgsion is at hand.
God speed you to 1it. /B/ M. S. EDDY,

Major General, U, S, Ay
Commanding

21 April 1945

MESSAGE: ORDER OF THE DaY ISSUED BY THE SUPRELE COilinlVDER,

THE IwTTLE OF THY RUHK HaS EIDED WITH COIFLiTh SUCCESS., FOLIOWING HARD UPON THE
FINAL DESTRUCTICK OF THS GER N FOECES WEST OF TH: PHINE, THE GVENTY FIRST ARMY
GIOUP THRUST FOWERFULLY ACROSS THAT RIVER WITY THE US NINTH ARMY WDEE COIMAND.
SIMULTAYEQUSLY, R&PID DRIVES aCLOSS THE RHCFE AND FROLI TES ESLACEN BRIDGEHEAD BY
TWELFTH AND SIXTH ARMY GROUP& DhwVIDED THE SOUTHERN &M OF 4 GR'aT DOUBLE ENVEIOL~—
MENT WHICH COMFIETELY ENCIKCLED THE DNTIRE GEiMAN ARMY TWO COKPS OF ARMY GEOUP,
WHOSE NOBILITY VAS RENDDHED ALNOST Zik0 BY QUR MaGNIFICENT AND TIKELESS alk FORCES.
THEXBAFTSR, IN THE POCKET THUS CREATED THE TWELFTH AHNY GHOUP BLIMINATED TWENTY
ONE ENELY DIVISIONS, INCLUDING THREE PANZER, ONE P4NZER GRENADIER 4ND THHEE PAhA-
CHUTE DIVISIONS. OVER THREE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN THOUSAMND . [SOIERS OF WAR WERS ChaZ-
TUKSD INCIUDING TWENTY FOUR GENLIALS AND Ol ADUIRAL. MANY TLNKS AND VOHKE THAN
SEVEN HUNDEED FIFTY GUNS WDiE DESTROVED OR TAKEN. BOOTY IS INHENSE 4ND STILL BEING
COUNTED. THE DNEHY'S TOTAL IOSSES IN KILIED 4ND WOUNDED WILL UVEVER BE ACCURATELY
KNOWN. THE RAPIDITY AND DETERL.INATION WITH WHICH THIS BRILLIANT 4CTION WaS EXECU-
TED TORE ASUNDER THE DIVISIONS OF FIELD I'ARSHAL NODEL, AND ENsBLED ALL ARMY GREOWPS
WITHOUT PAUSE TO CCNTINUE THEIR DRIVE BiSTWARDS INTO THE HSART OF GERIANY, THIS
VICTCRY OF ALLIED nRS IS & FITTING PEOIUDE TO THE FINAL BATTIES TO CRUSH THZ RAG-
GED EZMNNANTS OF HITLER'S AKIIZS OF THS WEST, NOW TEZISKING ON THE THRESHOLD OF DiE-

FEAT (SIGNED) DWIGHT D, EISENHOWLE. 27 april 1945

ORDER OF THE DAY,

"eOLDIERS OF THS FIRST, THIED, NINTH, AND FIFTEENTH AMERICAN ARMIES, 1646 HOURS

OF AERIL 26, 1945, IN THE TVENTY NINTH FONTH OF OUR LaID WARZAGATNST THE GERMAN
COVBHNMENT, AERICAN THOOPS OF THE TWELFTH »RIY GEOW JOINED FORCES WITH SOVIET
PIELENTS OF HARSHLL KOFIEV!S FIRST UKRALVIAN ARNY GROUP, THESE ARIIZS HAVS COME
T0 YoU FEOI; THD EUINS OF STALINGHAD ND SLVASTOPOL ACHOSS THE SCORCHED CITIES OF
TiE UKEATNE. IN TID YEARS THEY HAVE SIASHED 1400 I'[LAS THEOUGH THE GERMAN ARIIES
To DIIVE THE ENENY FEOL RUSSLs AND EURSUE HIL TO T:3 DLBE, THEIR ACHIBVEMENIS -
LMD THEY HAVE GIVEG II1OKTALITY TO & FECELE THAT WOULD TOT BE CONQUERED - ARE MAIE
VOIS | BANINGEUL BY YOUR OV DEEDS. ACHOSS THKES TEQUSAND WIGHT HUNDKED NILES OF AN
OCEAN SUPELY LIIE, YOU HaVE FORCED & COAST THE BINLAY; HaD BEEN YEAXS PRIFARING
AGATNSD 70U, WITHIN FOUR HONTHS AFTER LAIDING YOU DESTROYED WHOLE ARNMIES - 70 TAKE
PARLS, FRED FRAFCE, AUD GIVE THE WOKLD A SYMBOL OF FREEDOM, WHUN THE ENEMY RALSED
i TEU ALY AND THEEW IT INTO TiE VINTER BATTLE OF ARDENNES, YOU SWASHED IT AND -
FIUNG 1TS RENUANTS BACK. YOU HAVE TEATEN AND BROKEN LOVN HIS KIGHTY SIEGFRIED
LIIE, YoU CKOSSED THD KHIVE IN YOUR STRIDS, ENCIRCIED AMD KEDUCED THE KUHE WHILZ
DELONSTRATING TEW IESSONS 1N MOBILE VAKFHEE, YOU HAVE AMVIHILATED WHOLE GROUPS OF
GEHAN AKINS IN THE WEST OF TEEIR OWN GREMAY SOIL.. IN ..} MOWIHS YOU HaTE FOUGHT
YOUE. WAY SOVEN HUNDRED MILES FLCH THE BUACHES. THESE ACCOMPLISHIENIS WERS SECUKED
BY YOUR COURAGE, YOUR LLSOURCEFULIESS, 4D BY YOUk COMFADES WHO DIED 10 ACHIEVE
THEL.  YoU MAVE SHAIED TN THE LIBEIATION OF FOUR MATIONS, GIVEN HOFE 10 OTHERS,
AND CONQUEAED HALF OF GERUIY, THE PEOPLE OF AIERICH, WHED ARIED. YOU, HAVE HAD
ChoAm ELITH IN YOU. YOU HAVT JUSTIFIED THAT FoITH 46 YOU-WILL IN THE BaTTLES THAT
FOLIOVW. SIGIED BRWDLEY, GEMERAL, U. S, ARMY COMANDING™. ~

-
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ORDER OF THE DAY

mien and women of the Allied Expeditionary Force: The crusade on which we em-
barked in the early Summer of 1G4l bas reached 1ts glorious conclusion. It le my
special privilege, in the name of all nations represcnted in this theater of war,
to commend each of you for valiant performance of duty. Though these words are
feeble, they come from the bottom of & heart overflowing with pride in your loyal
service and admiration for you ag warrlorg. Your accomplishments at sea, in the
air, on the ground, and in the field ot supply have astoniehed the world. ZEven
vefore the final week of the conflict, you had put flve milllon of the enemy per-
pmanently out of the war, You have telen in gtride military tasks so difficult es
to be classed by many doubters as impossible. You have confused, defeated, and
destroyed your savagely fighting foe, On the rcad %o vlctory you have endursd
every discomfort and privation and have gurmounted every obstacle ingenuity and
de speration could throw 1ln your path, TYou did not pause until your front was
firmly joined up with the great Red Army coning froin vhe Baub, and other allied
forces, coming from the gouth.

#Full victory in Eurcpe has been attalned,

nworking and fighting together in a single and indeatiuctable partnership you
have achieved a perfection 1n unification of air, ground, and naval power that
will stand as a model in our time,

"The route yoa have travelled, through hundreds of miles, is marked by the
graves of former comrades, J¥rom themn hasg been exacted the ultimate sacrifice,
Blood of many nations — Amsrilcan, Britieh, Canadian, French, Polish, and others ~
hae helped to gein the victory. Fach of the fallen died as a member of the team
to. which you belong, bound together by a common love of liberty and a refusal to
gubmit %o enslavement, No monument of stone, no nemorial of whatever magnitude
could so well express our respect and veneration for their sacrifice as would per-
petuation of the spirit of comradeship in which they died, 4As we celebrate vic—
tory in Europe, let us remind ourgelves that our common problens of the immediate
and distant future can be best solved in the eame conceptivons of cooperation and
devotion to the cause of human freedon &s have made this expeditionary force
gsuch a mighty engine of righteous destruction,

"Let us have no part in the profitless quarrels in which other men will inevi-
tably engage as to what country, what service, won the European war, Every man,
every woman, of every nation here repregented, has gerved according to his or her
ability, and the efforts of each have contributed %o the outcome., This we shall
remember - in doing so we shall be revering each honored grave, and be sending
comfort to the loved ones of comrades who could not live to see this day.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER®?
9 May 1945

SOIDIERS OF THE THIRD ARMY, PAST AND PHESENT

During the 281 days of incessantland victorious combat, your penetrations
have advanced farther in less time than any other amy in history. You have
fought your way across 24 pnajor rivers and innumerable le sser streams, You have
liberated or conquered more than 82,000 square miles of territory, including 1500
citles and towns, and some 12,000 inhabited places. Prior to the termination of
mctive hosbilities, you had captured in batile 956,000 enemy soldiers and killed
or wounded at least 500,000 others. France, Belgium, luxembourg, Germany, Austrin,
and Czechslovakia bear witness to your explolte,



41l pen and wor. en of the slx corps and thirty-nlne divisions that have atb
different tiles been menbors of this Amy have done théelr duty. Lach deservea
cicdit, The enduring valor of the coubai troops has becn paralleled and nade
possible by the often umpublicized activitles of the supply, acdministrative, and
nedical services of thias srmy and of the Cormmunications Zone troops supporting it.
for should we forget our comrades of the other armies and of the alr Force, par—
ticularly of the XiX Tactical air Comumand, by whosc cide or under whose wings we

have had the honor to fighu,

In proudly contcmplating our achievenents, let us never forget our heroic
dead whose graves natk the course of our viclorious advances, nor our wounded

whose sacrifices allZod so nuch %Yo ou- saCCess,

I should be both vngratetul and waniing in candor if I fal.ed to acknowledge
the debt we owe to our Chiers of Stailt, Generals CGaffey and Gay, and to the officers
and men of the Gencral and Special Seciions of Avmy Headquariers. Vithout their
loyalty, intelligence, and unremiitling labore, success would have been impossible,

The termination of fighilng in Buiope does not remove the opportunities for
others outstanding and equaily difficul’ echievenents in the days which are %o
conie, In some ways the immediate future will denand of you more fortitude than

rs the pas% because, without the insplration oFf combalb, you muai -malntain « - by
your dress, deporiment, and efficiency --- no% only the preabvige of the Thlrd Amny
bui also the honor of the Unlted Statves, [ have ccmplete conridence that you
will not fail, - -

During the course of thisg war I have recelved promotions and deco-ations far

above and beyond my individual merit. You won them; I as your representative wear
The one honor wnich is mine and mine alone is that of having commanded such

them,
an incommarable groun of Lmericans, the record of whose fortitude, audaciivy, and
valor will egdure ag long as history lasbs. /S/ G. S. Patton, Jr.,
/t/ G. S. PATTON, JR.,
General

11 May 1945

liessage from the Preeldent, Harry S. Truman;:

"In recogni%ion of the unpconditional surrender of the Nazi barbarians
please accept the fervent congratulations and au o cintion of myself and of the
Anerican people for the herolc achlevenents or you- allied army, navy and alir
forces by their sacrifices, skill and courage. Uhey have seved and exalted the
cauge of freedom throughout the world, 4&ll of us owe %o you ail to your men of
nany nations a deb% beyond appraisal for their high contribution to the conquest

of Yazitsn,

"I gend also my personal appreciation of the e ~erdb leadership shown by
you and your coimenders in directing the valiant legions or our own country and of
our allies to this historic victory. :

"plenpe transnit this messnge to the appropriate officers of your com—
mand and publich 1% to all allied forces in your theaters of cperation.”

liegsage fron the Secretary of War;

"In this first morené after one of the greatest military victorles in all

history, .I .find it.mart difficult to express to you in words the thankfulness which
fills the hearts of millions of your countrymen for all that the vietpry meang to~ -

thern,
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"In this groat hour of victory I Join with all peace loving peoples of

the world in sending ny nost hearulell thanks to ya, your staff and commander s,

and to¢ allied amies, "

lMesgasre {Tom the Secrotory of the Ne~ -

#7he United Stases Mavy sends to you and youTr cormanders its congratula-

the superb acconolishrents of the aperican armies in

tiong and adniration fos
the destrucilon of Nazl Germany.

achieving in conjunciion with our allieg

goes 1y unbounded adniration for a great accorplish-
rehlp and above all {those gualiiles of
the unswerving suppoxt of our

#To you personally
nent in terns of militmry strobegy, ienae
will, patience and tach wiwcn have earned Tor you
own forces and those of our aliles.”

Hessagce from adniral King:

10n behalf of the officers and ren of the U.S. Navy, I extend heariy and
sincere congratulations to you and all officers and ren under your able cormand on
the victory attained in Burope,

1Phe unselfish devotion to duty deronstrated by your forces will serve as
an inspiration to renew our determination to hasten the day of victory over Japan."

Megsage from Adnifal Mimitz:

"The sthashing victory of Arerican and allied arms over Gernany ends the
reign of brute force and texror in Burope, !'illions of the world!s vecple are be-
holden to you and the supesb forces under your connand for the restoraiion of thelr
righ%ito.1ife, liberiy, and the pursul® of happilness.

iThe victory confiits the wisdom of our world strategy which required the
use of bulk of cur strengih against Ceimany while holding Japan and driving them
back when possible, MNow the whole overwhelring weight oi suxr forces dan be turned
upon our treacherous enemy in the Pecific. Japan deserves and fron now on will
receive cur united and undivided atteniion.

"ty slncere congratulations to you, your staff and all the men of your cowr
mond on the completion of a formidable task suprerely well done.”

Messnge fron His Majesty the King to all Troopst

"Pleage accept ny most sincere congrartalations on the great and declsive
_ victories which have caused the final downfall of a poweriul and ruthless eneny.
Together with me and ny peoples, grateful thanks to yar and all the arnies under
your suprene command, who, by their unflagging bravery and sacrifice, have brought
about the triwmph of our common cause and the liberation of the ¥etherlands.”

lessage from the Prime Minister of Canadas

1T gend to you and to the forces under your command the hegrtfelt con-
_gratulations of the governnent edd people of Canada upon the final defeat of the
 nilitary night of Nazi Gerriony to which dofeat the Allied Expedifionary Forces
~eontributed so deeisively. Ve are indeed proud that Canadians had so worthy a
place in the great corpany of the forces of liberatlon which under your suprene
cormrand hnve achieved so corpléte 'a victory.” ™~ ‘ .
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