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1. Over1~, Operations, o17th T. D. En. 
2. Overlay, Intelligence, B17th T. D. En. 
3. Administration 

SECTION I - AUTlDRITY 

In compliance with par 10, Aft 345-105, this report by the 817th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, 1 February, 1945, to 28 February, 1945, is submitted. ' 

SECTION II - INTIDDUCTION 

1. Command: During the time covered by the report the B17th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion operated under the following Headquarters and Commanders: 

a. Ninth 	United States JIrmy - - - - - Lt. Gen. W. H. Simpson 
nx Corps - - - - - - - - - - - Maj. Gen. He S. .McLain 
8th Infantry llI.v:i.sion- - - - - - Maj. Gen. tie G. Weaver 
2nd T. D. Group- - - - - - - - - Lt. Col. P. Bell 
517th Tank Destroyer Battalion - Lt. Col. W. H. Hardes 

b. 	 ,r'irst United States Array - - - - - Lt. Gen. C... l:k:>dges 
VII Corps - - - - - - - - - - - Maj. Gen. L. Co::uts 
V Corps - - - - - - - - - - - - itaj. Gen. Huebner, 
III Corps - - - - - - - - - - - lAaj. Gen. John Mjl1iken 
99th Infantry Division - - - - - Maj. Gen. Lauer l ~> 

."r... 
2. Composition of B17th Tank Destroyer Battalion: 

a.. Organic 	 Commanders 

Headquarter- s Company Captain filliam J. Edgar
"A" Company Captain It)ward )l. Vogel 
nB" Company Captain Jolm T. Omenhiser 
"C" Company Captain Robert L. McKenzie 

3. 1ms operation refX)rt covers the combat action of the B17th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion during the period since the last report which was submitted as of 312400A 
January, 1945. 
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The following maps were used in this operation: 

Germany, 1/25,000 

France and Belgium, 1/50,000 

SECTION III - REPORT AF'T.2":R ACTION AGAINST mIA£Y 

1 February, 1945 

1. SI'ruATION: 

a. Battalion attached to 5th Infantry Division 'With Company "All 
supporting the 2bth and 121st Infantry Regiments; Company "Btl supporting 
the l3th Infantry .rlegiment; and Company "C" supporting the Wth MechaniZed 
GavaL~ Group. Three inch guns are dug in for anti-tank defense coordUaated 
with 8th Infantry Division anti-tank defenses. Alternate positions have 
been selected and prepared to meet any possible en~ attack from adjoin­
ing sectors. A nwnber of guns are used for firing star shell (illumlnating) 
missions in cooperation with 8th Division Artillery Wlits. Five forward 
observation posts are m'iintained by our .deconnaissance Platoons of Headquar­
ters Company. 

b. OO~D POST LOCATIONS: 

Battalion • • • • • • 029378 

Company A • • • • • • 023335 

Company B •••••• 036372 

Company C • • • • • • 073397 


2. OPEriATIUNS: 

OOliAPANY A - Maintained aoo improved defenses of area. Fired 4 rds Star 
Shell on request of 45th F. A. 

OOllPANY B - l4aintained and iJlproved defenses of area. Fired 7 rds Star 
Shell on request ot Div. G-3. 

OOlLPANY C - Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

HEOONNAI!:)SANCE PLA'I\JONS - Waintained and improved defenses of area. 
Continued to operate outposts. 

3. iNEafi ACTIVITYs 

EneI!!iY artillery continued light, 'With all sectors receiVing ~oderate 
barrages during the period. One of our OPs reported smoke coming from stacks 
of factories in ·the western section of S'IDCXHEDl. Two enemy vehicles believed 
to be halftracks were observed by one of our OPs moving north in the viCinity 
of DIDVE (136385). ih~ air activity was limited to several. observatiGil 
planes over the Batta.lion sector during the hours of darkness. &1ear;.y nares 
observed during the period were less numerous then noted during the previous 
period and were mostly white or yellow in color. 



2 Febru&ry, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

A. No change. 

B. CP WCATIONS -- No change. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

COl4PANY A -- l4a.intained and improved defenses of area. Fired 2 rds star 
Shell on request of 45th F. A. Fired 20 rds HE in support 
of 45th F. A. 

COJU'.ANY B.- Maintained and improved defenses of area. fired 104 rds HE 
in support of 43rd F. A. 

OOllPANY C -- Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

m;Q)HNAISJANCE 	PLATOONS - Maintained and improved defenses of area. 
Continued operation of outposts. 

3. ~l!)(Y ACTIVITY: 

l Tne Battalion sector was exceptior:aJ.J.y quiet during the period with 
small barrages of light artillery fire being received indiscrimate~ through­
out all sectors. mern;y nares observed during the period were of the usual 
whi te and yellow type with an occasional red and green type being reported 
in the southeast VOSSalACK sector. &lemy air activity was limi.ted to several 
reconnaissance planes over the Battal.ion sector during the }'x)urs of darkness. 

3 February, 1945 

1. SITUATION: 

a. No change. 

b. CP LOCATIONS - No c~e. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

OOloiPANY A - Maintained and improved defenses of area. Gun A-J fired one 
Star Shell on request of 45th F. J... 

COMPANY B - Maintained and improved defenses of area. Gun B-2 fired 60 
rds H&(NC) and 17 rds HE(rlC) indirect in support of 4Jrd F.A. 
One ml wounded in foot by enemy shell fragments. 

COlAPANY C - Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

REOONNAISSANCE 	PLATOONS - Maintained and iIIJ::)roved defenses of area.. 
Continued operation of outposts. 

3. ENE)4Y AC'rIVlTY: 

En81I13 artillery and mortar fire was comparatively light during the 
period. Almost all fires were of light caliber with onlY one large concentra­
tion being reported in the BERGSTEIN area, late in the period. 



1.1.1tI~ 
Other barrages scattered througmut the battalion sector were mostly har­
assing in nature "\,Ii th no damage being inflicted on our installations. 
Enemy flares observed during the period were more numerous than noted in 
previous periods and were mostly of a white a.nd yellow color. Enemy air 
activity was limited to several observation Dlanes over the Battalion sec­
tor during the oours of darkness. ' 

4 February, 1945 

1. SI'ruATlON: 

a. No change 

b. CP WCATIONS - No change 

2. OPEHATIUNS: 

COMPANY A - 14aintained and improved defenses of area. l"ired 4 rds HE(NC) 
and 28 rds HE( Be) in support of 45th F. A. Bn. 

OOMPANY B - Maintained and improved defenses of area. E'ired 75 rds HE(NC) 
in support of 43rd ,r'. A. fu. r'ired 3 rds Star Shell at direc­
tion of 4Jrd F. A. In. 

OOWPANY C - Maintained and improved defenses of area 

~1\lUISSANCE PLATOONS - lAaintained and improved defenses of area. Con­
tinued operation of outposts. 

3. ~&iY ACTIVITY: 

memy artill.ery remained comparatively light during "the period. 
All sectors proved extremely quiet, with enemy activity continuing to d& ­
cline over previous periods. Enemy flares observed during the night were 
for the most part red or amber and more numerous than noted during the 
previous period. One observation plane was noted over the BattaJ.ion area 
during the night. 

5 Februar,y, 1945 

1. SI'ruATION: 

a. No change 

b. CP LOCATIONS - No change. 

2. OPEHATIONS: 

OOMPANY • -- Maintained and. improved defenses of area. 

OOMPANY B - Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

OOMPANY C - Maintained and improved defenses of area. 

ltEOONNliSSANCE PLJ.'lOONS - Maintained and improved defenses of area. Con­
tinued operation of outposts. 

• 



J.'lle enemy cont,inued to occupy nis de.l8l1sive positions in all 
s~c WI'S. ~ne!~! artillery and mortar was licht durin~ the period. Almost 
all lires were of li;;ht calibers ','lith no large concentrations reported. 
cGr tHe ::~~ t :)i:'.rt tne fires were 01' an harassing and interdictory nature. 
;,0 da.x~:e W;J.::; inflicted on our ins Galla Lions. ~elny flares observed dur­
illbGllc ni;:;ht y;ere lor the 'nost part wni T..e or yellow and less numerous 
than no ted ciurinb pJ.'ev"ious perioli. 

o F'ebruary, 1945 

B. 	 COP WCATlL.l~S -- ho change. 

. 
.l:lA.'l"l'ALILl~ - l¥ia,de l)reparations for further action. l'repared to turn in 

a11 J-inch Guns in ,.;xcess of Jo. 

Wl~.r\S,1 A - .iald.intained aUll improvea del'enses of Cirea. .Fired 5 ros Star 
Shel.l on request 01 4;jth 1'. ll. Bn. 

w ..u.-di;Y B - ..Jaintain8d <.ind i:nrl'ovea liei'enses of area. 1"ired l4l rds ii..i!:(tl.C) 
in support of 43rd i/. ~ Bn. 

w~,U"'Ah.r: C - kainta.i.ned and i:nproved defenses of area. 

hlaintainc:d and inproved defenses of area. Con­
tinued operation 01 outr)osts. 

me.JY artillery and :nortar fire mowed a slight increase over 
l'.'evioils jlc.:.l:'iGGc:. fu'OSt of (,;le 1ires wC]l'e of a hiras::;i!l;'-;JJld interdictJory 
nat.lL e Wit.ll all secwrs receivinG 11'0,.1 li~ht w moderate bar-~'ages at Vdr­
iOllS ti,ilCS durinc vIle veriod. ..:.nemy flar~s observed were lot- 1-he 'most part 
\j •.i~c :;..nl~ Llure ilUiil\,;1'OU5 Lhan noteci QUrillg une previous p",rioa., ty.J.rticilarly 
ill Lne sout.I1cusG Vl;,:).:)J.!.i.\,..CK sector. .:..ller.w '-iiI' activity iTd:> ~ain li:nited 
1-0 several observd. T..ion lllanes over T..!le Ba ctalion sector. 

7 .february, 19h5 

1. 	 SITUATlubi.: 

a. 	 oottalion to be relieved from attachment to clth Infantry 
Divisiun. 

C(,)j~..u~y A - Continued sup:)ort of 20th and 121st Inf riec;ts. Prepare to 
wi thciraw. 



'S~.>"iT~.•.< 

CUAJ-lAki B - .,i thci.rew fro;;l fixeci positions to an assembly area in the 
vicinity of 036372 

CU1.l'JU';Y C - Supported 13th Infantry ii.egiment. ~reparing to withdraw. 

J.U:,;Q.;i~h.JS;;.\Al~C~ t>LA1\.JOliS - Continued operation of outposts. Preparing 
to withdraw. 

3. U~~Y ACTIVITY: 

4U'ti:J..lery continueci. to be lisht with harassing and interdic­
LOry fires 01 fJredomiIld. tely light calibers falling on OPs and cross­
roacis, wi tn ~he GJ!.'Y sector receiving perceptibly hec.vier barrages• 
.:.nei:JY Dares continueci 1:.0 be nume..,ous d.nd 1:,1le usual wnite and amber 
type 

1. 	 SITUATIUN: 

a. 	 Ba t. talion relieved from at- tachrnent 8th Infantry Division 
and VII Corps as of OtiOOOO February, 1945, and come under 
control of V Corps awaiting movement orders. 

b. 	 CP wCAl'ilJNS ­

(X;Jvit'ANY C • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 059391 
BA'lTALIUi~, CUMrANI.t.S UA" & liB"•••• No change 

2. 	 Op~nOi~S: 

OOltlPA!iY A - Suoported their reslJective regiment.s until dark when they 
a~;sembled in their rear area vic 023335 

OO.uPANY B - 1'wo platoons assembled in rear area vic 036312 and one 
p];ltoon in KLEIN HA.U. 

(x;JU.l'At~Y C - Supported their respective regiment until dark when they 
assembled in their rear area vic 059391. 

~GUt;I~~ANv~ t'j.,A100NS - Continued operation of outposts until dark 
when they assembled in their rear area vic 011322 

3. 	 ~~ ACTIVITY: 

The enemy continued to occupy his defensive positions in all 
sectors. The period was one of general :inactivity on the part of the 
enemy. His artillery and mortar fire remllined light :in intansity thro1JP­
out all sectors of the battalion and was confined to harassing missiolls. 
Numerous wid te flares were reported in the VO~~AOK area during the bours 
of darkness. ~emy air activity _s negligible during the period. 



9 February, 1945 

1. 	 SITUATIuN: 

a. 	 Battalion assembled and awaiting movement orders. Estab­
lished liaison with 99th Infantry Division AT Officer and 
V Corps Headquarters. 

b. 	 CP LOCATIONS - No change. 

2. GPERATIONS: 

COMPANY A - Performed maintenance and prepared for IOOvement. 

COl.lPANY B - .Performed maintenance and prepared for IOOvement. 

OOA&ANY C -- Performed maintenance and prepared for IOOvement. 

It.tWJNNJ\llitiANCE r'LA'.fU(JNS - Performed maintenance and prepared for movement. 

lU February, 1945 

1. 	 SITUAnuN : 

Battalion has received movement orders to leave assembly arear 
lOO'{20 february, 1945, and contact liaison officer of 99th 
Inf Div vic Henri Chapelle for bivouac area with Dirlsion. 

2. 	 UP~'1'll;NS: 

BATTALION -- All \.Ulits cleared IP as scheduled and moved by IOOu,r convoy 
to Thimister, Belgiwn (Kb7b301) as allocated to this unit 
for establishing CP and billeting men by Liaison Officer, 
99th Infantry Division. 

11 February, 1945 

1. 	 SITUATIUN: 

a. 	 Battalion to prepare for forthCOming action. f'asses and 
recreation as quotas are received. 

b. 	 CP u)CA'1'IONS - ­

BATTALION • • • • • • • Kob30 

OO.MPANY A • • • • • • • Kbd30 

OOMPAIlY B ••• • Koo30 

COl4PANY C ••••• • • Kob30 


2. ObiliATluNS: 

BA'I'TALIUN - Doing maintenance, refitting and preparing for forthcoming 
action. 


12 February, 1945 


1. 	 SI'IUATlUN: 

a. 	 No change. 

f\ 



b. ()J~D .POST LuCATIUNS: 

BATTALION •• • • 'Ko7b301 

COMPANY A. •• Ko78300 

001WANY B ••• • • Ko78302 

OOlLPANY C • • • . . • • Ko63232 


2. OPERATIONS: 

BA1'TALION - Doing maintenance, refitt,ing and preparing for forthcoming 
action. 

OOMPANY A -- One platoon inoved to assembly area. vic La Saute (Ko99291) 
to make room for the 395th Infantry rlegiment. 

OOMPjNY B - Maintenance am preparing for forthcoming action. 

OOWPANY C - LIoved to vic Les Plenesses lKoti3232) to make room for the 
395th 	Infantry fl.eg1ment. 

13 February, 1945 to 22 February, 1945 

1. SITUATION : 

a. No chi.nges. 

b. No changes. 

2. Ol>EHA'l'lONS: 

BATTALION ** 	 'l'raining Schedule being fOllowed with maintenance and 
physical training stressed. 

3-inch guns sent to Ordnance daily for o-lOOnth check-up. 

Hecl'eation and passes as quotas are received. 

23 February, 1945 


J.. SI'ro.A.TION: 


.. Battalion alerted for move. Helieved from attachment 

V Corps, 99th In!' Div and attached to III Corps. 


b. CP LOCATIONS ­

BATTALION • • • • • ~o clwlge 

COWPANY A ••••••• No change 

OOWPANY B. • • • • • • F024291 

OO}UlANY C • • • • • No change 


2. OP§AATIONS: 

BA'l'TJLION 	 - Inspection made of perSOIUlel, indiVidual equi}D8llt, weapons, 
vehicles and ammwU.tion basic load by Battal.1on Inspection 
Team and found to be in excellent condition for forthcoxq 
action. Inspection made of billets to determine if any 
damage was oone during Wli. t occupancy. rteport negativee • 



------

~,,,, __ ,,Glfll. C R B .1' 

OOjfrJUn B - ..oved U Guns into position in vicinity Schmidt, Germany 
tli'U(3270) from rest area at l'himister, Belgium (1078302) 

CUMPANY A &. C - PrelJaring lor IOOve. 

24 February, 1945 

1. 	 ~I1\JATiliN: 

a. 	 Battalion received roovement orders. 

b. 	 OF' lLlCATIUNS ­

BAl"fALlUN •••• • K912254 
OOMPANY A ••••• •• K010294 
OOMPANY B ••••• • •••• FOS1291 
Cvlail'.ANY C • • • • • • • No change 

dAT'l'ALILJN -- l<'orward En CP raoved to new location at raustenbach, Germany 
(K9722)4) Closed at 1100. One compaQy moved to new location 
l'VlO companies now in }lOsi"lion wi th 24 guns prepared to fire 
indirect. In, rl.ear and Com,tX.Jly C prepared to IOOve 250600. 

()J:tJ-'AhY ~ - l.loved lro:r, vicinity of,i.'nimister, Belgitun to Schmidt, Germany. 
fhrec platoons divided into two platoons of six guns each loca­
ted in vic of 072292 and 07l291. Guns were dug in and laid 

CUuU~ANY B - llivided three platoons into two platoons of six guns each loca­
ted in vicinity of 0~42~3 and U;i12:12. Guns dug in and laid. 
r':Cl'ed 32 rds of !k;\NC) to register. 

(}.)'&iJ.Y G -- l-Tepal'ed to roove i'ro;il vicinity of '1'himister, Belgitun to 
Sch lidt, Genlli-UlY • 

.u:,CUMlAI.s~aliCl!; PLa'lUuNS -- 1st Licn P.i t. laid wire to all guns and assisted 
colrunwrications platoon in establishing direct telephonic com­
:1l1..ll1ication between t he Battalion CP, all Gc!1l!Jv.nY CP's and 
individual guns. 2nd Plt. Rcn marked route for(move of Corn­
iJany A and Lattalion (.Fwd) :' 

2~ February, 1945 

1. 	 ~l'l'UA'1'luN: 

a. 	 BatitaL..on att.ached to III Corps and hObth ji'A Group with 
mission of firing indirect with 408th i/A Group. 

b. 	 CP WCArIuNS -

BATTALlc.m •• • • • 1'0 change 
OOMPANY A • . . . • •• No change 
OOUPANY B •••• • • • No change 
CUu.iAl~Y C • • • •• F 0:)2308 
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BA.I."';'&..ICN - En. ~ ... ::losec J..JlVO new location. 30 3" guns in position 
:.::-e;Ja..red :'0 ~"ire indirect. Coopanies fired a total of 908 
rds of snell riE. 

Wl.J-'A:,i a. - .tired ten ccncentrations for a total of u95 rds of tlE(NC) 
and ~c rd.s of iii:. 

Q;kr'Ai,Y B -- Fired nine concentrations for a total of )54 rds of riE~NC), 
Li nis of snoKe and ~v 1"ds of ili!: were also fired in cegi ster­
in..; "he e:uns. 

\X.hir.JH C - ~vea lrom .i.'nimister, Belgium t,() vicinity of ::)cnIllidt, Germany 
~r'O;j2j(6). Closed at Ov~5 hrs. Guns w(.;re placed into posi­
tion and laid. Three U) rds of HE(NC) were fired to proff 
fire survey• 

..iX0hN.AlSSAN~~ PLA'ltXJNS -- 1st rtcn .Ht repaired a.nd laid telephone wire. 
~nd nen. PIt. :-epc1ired roads. 

20 l"ebruary, 1945 

a. ho cbi:i.nge. 

b. (.;p :WC~.l.'10NS - No cna~e 

2. (j t'i.riaTluhS: 

BATTALluN - 30 3" guns operational and in fJOsition firing indirect. .l<'1red 
31 harrassing missions, three (3) counterbavtery missions and 
one (1) mi~sion fur registration for a total of b~y rds. of 
shell HE(NC). 

Q)j,U>~Y A -- .r~red ~ harrassing Ja:iSs:lons ·.nd three en CVWltl3l'baLtez'y 
missivns for a total of 3Ub rds. shell HJ!:(NC). 

001.l.PANY B - r'ired 14 harrassing rnissi<;ns for a total of 307 rds. of 
shell fu;( N C ) • 

OOMPANY C - r'ired 7 harra£sing missions for a total of 200 rds. Fired 
one mission for registration of 14 rds. 

rt&().)~NAlS:iAN~E PLA'I\)uNS - 1st Plt Ren. continued to maintain and repair 
telept~ne wire. 2nd PIt. nen. furnished guards for Bn CP 
and maintained and repaired roads. 

1. SITUA'nuN: 

a. No ch.a.nge. 

b. CP U)CATIuNS - No change 
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2. OPElU.TIONS: 

BAT'l'ALION - Prepared for forthcoDIi.ng action. A4a.de reconnaissance for 
direct fire posi.tiona and prepared anti-tank plan for defense 
of present sector. Fired a total of 21$)3 rds of shell HE(NC) 
on indirect fire missions. 

OOMPANY A - Fired 16 missions of harrassing fire of 523 rds. HE(NC) and 
four neutralization missions of 107 rds. Total rds fired 6)0. 

OOMPmY B - Fired six counterbattery missions of 102 rds and harrassing 
missions of 082 rds. Total rdB fired, 784 HE{NO). 

OOMPANY 0 - Fired eeTen counterbattery missions of 144 rds. and harrassing 
missions of 905 rds. Total rds. fired, 1049 as (NC). 

nECX)NNAISSANOE PLA'1OONS -- 1st Plt. rl.cn. continued to lay and repair wire. 
2nd Plt. Ren. 
paired roads. 

furnished guard for Bn. OP, maintained and re­

25 February, 1945 

1. SITUA'l'ION: 

a. No change 

b. CP WCATIONS -­ No change. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

BATTALION - Prepared for fo rthcoming action. ~'ired a total of 1658 rds. 
of shell HE (NC) on indirect fire missions. 

COMPjNY A - l"ired 11 missions of harrassing fire of 5jJ) rds. HE (NO) 
and one mission for registration of 0 rds. 

OOWPANY B - i'ired 11 missions of harrassing fire of 558 rds. HE (NO) 
and one mission counterbattery of 20 rds. 

0014PANY C - Fired 14 missions of interdiction for a total of 504 rds. HE 
(NO) and one mission counterbattery of 24 rds. 

rlEOONNAISSANCE PLA'roONS -- 1st Plt. !ten. continued to lay and repair wire. 
2nd Plt. Ren. furnished guard for Bn. CP, maintained and re­
paired roads. 

21~ 

m.LIAM Ii. lWIDES 

Lt. Col., 8l1th T. D. Bn. 
Commanding 
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1 F'ebruary, 1945 - Authorized Strength, J6 Officers, 72 7 Wi sted Men 

Assigned Strength , 35 Officers, 724 &1listed Men 


28 February, 1945 - Authorized Stre~th, 30 Officers, 721 musted Men 
Assigned Strength , 30 Officers, 722 &1listed Men 

DAILY SIll{ & 
NON-BATl1.E 

DATE lIJuNDW INJURIm rlEINt"tlrlC~TS rlET. 'ro IXJTY-
0 -li)t 0 - a 0 a 0 a 

3 It'eb, 1945 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

9 }leb, 1945 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

21 Feb, 1945 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

2!) It'eb, 19LD v 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 

21 li'eb, 1945 0 0 U 0 0 0 0 0 

'lOTjl.8 0 1 0 4 1 0 0 2 

SUPPLY

ala.. I - two (2) days supply on hand 

Clus III - t1llO (2) ~ supply on band 

Class V - one hundred per cent (100;4) basio load on hand 


