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SECTION I - AUTHORITY

In compliance with par 10, AR 3L5-105, this report by the 817th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, 1 February, 1945, to 28 February, 1945, is submitted. :

SECTION II - INTRODUCTION

1., Command: During the time covered by the report the 817th Tank Destroyer
Battalion operated under the following Headquarters and Commanders: b

a. Ninth United States Army - - - — - Lt. Gen, W. H. Simpson £
XIX Corpg = = = = = = = = = = = Maj. Gen. R. S. Mclain : .
8th Infantry Division- = = = - - Maj. Gen. W, G. Weaver
2nd To D. Group- -------- Lto GOl. Po Bell
817th Tank Destroyer Battalion - Lt. Col. W. H. Bardes

b. First United States Army = = = = = Lt. Gen, C, K. Hodges
VIT Corpg = = = = = = = = = = = Maj. Gen. L. Co s
VCOrps = = = = = = = = = = = = Maj. Gen., Huebner '

IIT COrps = = = = = = = = = = = Maj, Gen, John Milliken
99th Infantry Division = = = = = Maj. Gen, Lauer &
'S
c 7
2. Composition of 817th Tank Destroyer Battalion: . $
a. Organic Commanders ,\Z;" *b
Headquarters Company Captain William J. Edgar \'}
A" Company Captain Howard M, Vogel
nB" Company Captain John T, Omenhiser
wcn Gompany Captain nobert L. lMcKenzie

3. This operation report covers the combat action of the 817th Tank Destroyer
Battalion during the period since the last report which was submitted as of 312,004
January, 19i45.
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L. WAPS:

The following maps were used in this operation:

Germany, 1/25,000
France and Belgium, 1/50,000

SECTION III - REPORT AFTZR ACTION AGAINST ENEMY
1 February, 1945

1, SITUATION:

a. Battalion attached to 8th Infantry Division with Company "Ad
supporting the 2bth and 121st Infantry Regiments; Company "B® supporting
the 13th Infantry Regiment; and Company "¢® supporting the 113th Mechanized
Cavalry Group., Three inch guns are dug in for anti-tank defense coordimated
with 8th Infantry Division anti-tank defenses. Alternate positions have
been selected and prepared to meet any possible enemy attack from adjoin-
ing sectors. A number of guns are used for firing star shell (illuminating)
missions in cooperation with 8th Division Artillery units. Five forward
observation posts are maintained by our Reconnaissance Platoons of Headquar-
ters Company.

b. COMMAND POST LOCATIONS:

&tmj-on ® [ ) * L] L] L] 029378
Compa.nyA ® o 4 o o o 023335
Company B+ « « « o . 030372
Company C o« o « « » « 073397

2. OPERATIONS:

COMPANY A — Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired L rds Star
Shell on request of L5th F. A.

COMPANY B —— Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 7 rds Star
Shell on request of Div, G-3.

COMPANY C — Maintained and improved defenses of area,

RECONNAISSANCE PLATUONS — Maintained and improved defenses of area,
Continued to operate outposts.

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY:

Enemy artillery continued light, with all sectors receiving moderate
barrages during the period. One of our OPs reported smoke coming from stacks
of factories in-the western section of STOCKHEIM. Two enemy vehicles believed
to be halftracks were observed by one of our OPs moving north in the vicinity
of DHOVE (136385). Enemy air activity was limited to several observatia
planes over the Battalion sector during the hours of darkness. Enemy flares
observed during the period were less numerous then noted during the previous
period and were mostly white or yellow in color,
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2 February, 1945
1, SITUATION:
A. No change,
B. CP LOCATIONS -- No change,
2. OPERATIONS:
COMPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area, Fired 2 rds Star
Shell on request of L45th F. A, Fired 20 rds HE in support
of L5th F. A,

COMPANY B,— Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 104 rds HE
in support of 43rd F, A.

COMPANY C =~ Maintained and improved defenses of area,

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS ~— Maintained and improved defenses of area.
Continued operation qf outposts.

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY:

Tne Battalion sector was exceptiorally quiet during the period with
small barrages of light artillery fire being received indiscrimately through-
out all sectors, fnemy flures observed during the period were of the usual
white and yellow type with an occasional red and green type being reported
in the southeast VOSSENACK sector. &dnemy air activity was limited to several
reconnaissance planes over the Battalion sector during the hours of darkness.

3 February, 1945
1., SITUATION:
a. No change,
b. CP LOCATIONS —— No change.
2, OPERATIONS:

COMPANY A — Maintained and improved defenses of area, Gun A-3 fired one .
Star Shell on request of L5th F. A.

COMPANY B =~ Maintained and improved defenses of area, Gun B~2 fired 60
rds HE(NC) and 17 rds HE(RC) indirect in support of L3rd F.A.
One BM wounded in foot by enemy shell fragments,

COMPANY C — Maintained and improved defenses of area,

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS — Maintained and imoroved defenses of area.
Continued operation of outposts.

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY:

Enemy artillery and mortar fire was comparatively light during the
peliod. Almost all fires were of light caliber with only one large concentra-
tion being reported in the BSRGSTEIN area, late in the period.
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Other barrages scattered throughout the battalion sector were mostly har—
assing in nature vith no damage being inflicted on our installations.
Enemy flares observed during the period were more numerous than noted in
previous periods and were mostly of a white and yellow color. Enemy air
activity was limited to several observation planes over the Battalion sec-
tor during the hours of darkness,

4 February, 1945
1. SITUATION:
a. No change
b. CP LOCATIUNS -- No change
2. OPEHATIONS:

COMPANY A -~ Maintained and improved defenses of area, lired L4 rds HE(NC)
and 28 rds HE(RC) in support of LS5th F. A. Bn.

COMPANY B — Maintained and improved defenses of area. Fired 75 rds HE(NC)
in support of 43rd F. A. Bn., Fired 3 rds Star Shell at direc-
tion of lL3rd F. A. Bn,

COMPANY C — Maintained and improved defenses of area

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS — Maintained and improved defenses of area. Con-
tinued operation of outposts.

3. ENEMY ACTIVITY:

Enemy artillery remained comparatively light during the period.
All sectors proved extremely quiet, with enemy activity continuing to de -
cline over previous periods. Enemy flares obgerved during the night were
for the most part red or amber and more numerous than noted during the
previous period. One observation plane was noted over the Battalion area
during the night.
5 February, 1945
1. SITUATION:
a. No change
b. CP LOCATIONS -~ No change.
2. OPERATIONS:
COMPANY A -- Maintained and improved defenses of area,
COMPANY B — Maintained and improved defenses of area.
COMPANY C — Maintained and improved defenses of area.

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS — Maintained and improved defenses of area., Con-
tinued operation of outposts.
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S vl aoiivliiXs

ishe enemy continued to occupy nis derensive positions in all
secwors. wnemy artillery and mortér was light during the period., Almost
atl tires were of light calibers with no large concentrations reported.
for tne most wart tne Iires were ol an harassing and interdictory nature,
O damege was inflicted on our installations. snemy flares observed dur-
1ng <he nisht were lor the most part wnite or yellow and less numerous
tpan noted during previous period,
o February, 1945
1. S1lUATIUN:
A, No chunge
B, CP LOCATILKS -- No change.
20 UramillUNS:

BATTALION = kade preparations for further action., rrepared to turn in
all 3-inch guns in excess of 3o,

Wm.nuu A —— waintained ana improvea derenses of area. Ftired 5 rds Star
Sheil on request of Loth r. A, Bn,

G.raiiY B = waintained and improvea cetenses of area, Fired 141 rds ig(aC)
~ in support of L3rd ¥. a. Bn,

CUwralkY ¢ —=— wmaintained and improved defenses of area,

AuCULMALSS AU FLATUONS -- Maintained ana improved defenses of area, Con-
tinued operation ol outnosts.

3, GNcwY ACTIVITY:

rney artillery and amortar rire snowed a slight increase over
previous pericate  kost of cune lires were of a hiI'uS...lIL and interdictory
natiu. e witil all secwors receiving froa lijht to moderate barrages at var-
ilous tiaes durin: ohe oeriod. wnemy ildres observed were .LO!' the most part
woeloe and sore numeious Lhan noted auring wne previous period, purticidarly
in tne socutneast Visomvalk sector. aneny dir activity was again limited
10 several observation pianes cver Uie Battalion sector.

7 February, 1945
1, SITUATIUN:

a, Battalion to be relieved from attachment to dth Infantry
bivision.

b, CP LUCATLLNS =~ lio change.
2. Ul“.i;:f.ﬁ.llUnS:
COwralY A — Continued sup.ort of 2cth and 12lst Inf xe;ts. Frepire to

withdraw,
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QuiPAlr B = witndrew from fixed positions to an assembly area in the
vicinity of 036372

CUtahY C — Supported 13th Infantry segiment. Preparing to withdraw,

QUi alSsANCs PLATUOKS = Continued operation of outposts. Freparing
to withdraw,

3. £NsMY ACTIVITY:

artiilery continued to ve light with harassing and interdic-
wory Iires ol predomindtely light calibers falling on OPs and cross—
roads, witn the GuY sector receiving perceptibly heavier barrages.
sneiy flares continuea to be numerous and t:ie usual wnite and amber
tyoe

% February, 1945
1. SITUATION: '

a. Battalion relieved from aitachment 8th Infantry Division
and VII Corps as of 080000 February, 1945, and come under
control of V Corps awaiting movement orders.

b. CP LWCALIUNS —

CUBFANY C v v v o v o o o =« o o o « o 059391
BAITALION, COMrANI=S “A™ & “"BW, ., , . No change

2. OPERATIONS:

COMPANY A — Supported their respective regiments until dark when they
acssembled in their rear area vic 023335

COMPANY B — Two platoons assembled in rear area vic 036372 and one
platoon in KLEINHAU,

COsPANY C =- Supported their respective regiment until dark when they
assembled in their rear area vic 059391,

ASCUNNALSSANCE PLATOONS — Continued operation of outposts until dark
when they assembled in their rear area vic 017322

3. LENEMY ACTIVITY:

The enemy continued to occupy his defensive positions in all
gsectors. lhe period was one of gene:ral inactivity on the part of the
enemy. His artillery and mortar fire remdined light in intensity through-
out all sectors of the battalion and was confined to harassing missiomns.
Numerous wiite flares were reported in the VOSSENACK area during the hours
of darkness. cnemy air activity was negligible during the period.
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9 February, 1945
1. SITUATIUN:
a. Battalion assembled and awaiting movement orders. Estab-
lished liaison with 99th Infantry Division AT Officer and
V Corps Headquarters.
b. CP LOCATIONS -~ No Changec
2. OPERATIONS:

CUMPANY A — Performed maintensance and prepared for movement,

COLPANY B =- Performed maintenance and prepared for movement,

COMPANY G -- Performed maintenance and prepared for movement.

HECUNNAISS ANCE rLATUONS = Performed maintenance and prepared for movement.

10 February, 1945
1. SITUATIUN:
Battalion has received movement orders to leave assembly area
100720 February, 1945, and contact liaison officer of 99th
Inf Div vic Henri Chapelle for biwouac area with Divisdon.
2o OPurATICNS:

BATTALION -- All units cleared IP as scheduled and moved by mowr convocy
to Thimister, Belgium (Ko76301) as allocated to tmis unit
for establishing CP and billeting men by Liaison Officer,
99th Infantry Division.

11 February, 1945
1. SITUATION:

a. Battalion to prepare ror fortncoming action. Fasses and
recreation as quotas are received.

b, CP LOCATIONS --

BATTALION . . . . . . . Kou30
COMPANY A . o « » o o o KOG30
COPANY B. . . . . . . Ko630
COMPANY C o o . . . » . Kob30

2. OFsSHRATIONS:

BATTALION ~— Doing maintenance, refitting and preparing for forthcoming
action.

12 February, 1945
1., SITUATION:
a. No change.
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b, COuwMAND POST LUCATIUNS:

BATTALION . . . . . . . KoT0301
COMPANY A, . . . . . . Ko78300
COMPANY B, . . . . . . Ko78302
COMPANY C ., . . . . . . Kob3232

2., OPLRATIONS:

BATTALION —— Doing maintemance, refitting and preparing for forthcoming
action.

COMPANY A -- One platoon moved to assembly area vic La Saute (Ko99291)
to make room for the 395th Infantry Regiment.

COMPANY B = la.intenancg and preparing for forthcoming action.

COMPANY C — Moved to vic Les Plenesses (Ko6B3232) to make room for the
395th Infantry Regiment.

13 February, 19L5 to 22 February, 19L5
1. SITUATION:
a. No changes.
b. No changes.
2. OPERATIUNS:

BATTALION #+# ‘lraining Schedule being followed with maintenance and
physical training stressed.

3-inch guns sent to Ordnance daily for o-month check-up.
Recreation and passes as quotas are received,
23 February, 1945
1. SITUATION:

a, Battalion alerted for move. KHelieved from attachment
V Corps, 99th Inf Div and attached to III Corps.

b. CP LOCATIONS —

BATTALION . . « . . . « No change
COMPANY A . . « « « « « No change
COMPANY B . « o « o o o FO24291
COMPANY C 4 ¢« « « « . « No change

2. OPERATIONS:

BATTALION — Inspection made of personnel, individual equipment, weapons,
vehicles and ammunition basic load by Battalion Inspection
Team and found to be in excellent condition for forthcombg
action. Inspecticn made of blllets to determine if any
damage was done during unit occupancy. eport negative.
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COMFANY B — woved 12 (uns into position in vicinity Scimidti, Germany

{FU03250) from rest area at Thimister, Belgium (Ko78302)

CUMPANY A & C == Preparing lor move,

2ly February, 1945

1. SITUATION:

a.

b,

Battalion received movement orders,

CF JOCATIUNS —

BATTALION . . . . . . . . . . K972254
COMPANY A ¢ & & o v « & . « KOT0294
lePANY B - [] L ] L] L] L] L] L L 2 L) F051-29l
cumbaNY C ., . . . e « o« « o« NO change

2 UPLaATIUNS:

BATTALION --

CUuPANY A ==
Clw’ANY B =

Forward Bn CP moved to new location at raustenbach, Germany
(K97225ly;, Closed at 1100. One company moved to new location
Iwo companies now in position with 2l guns prepared to fire
indirect. Bn, ear and Compuny ¢ prepired to move 2500600,

Moved Iron vicinity of Ynimister, Belgium to Schmidt, Germany,
ihree pldatoons divided into two platoons of six guns each loca—
ted in vic of 0722Y2 and 071297, Guns were dug in and laid

uivided three platoons into two platoons of six guns each loca~
ted in vicinity of 054293 and 0512y¥¢. Gunsg dug in and laid,
Fired 32 rds of Hm(NG) to register.

yTepared to move from vicinity of trnimister, Belgium to
Schoidt, Germany,

CUNHALSSANCE PLATUUNS == 1st den PLt. laid wire to all zuns and assisted

commuiications platoon in establishing direct telephonic com-
munication between t he Battalion CP, all Ccmuuh% CP's and
individual gans. 2nd P1t. Ren marked route for{move of Com-
pany A and kattalion (Fwd)

i

25 February, 1945

1. SLTUATIUN:

ae

b,

Bavtal.on atuached to III Corps and LObth FA Group with
mission of firing indirect with LOSth ¥A Group.

OP LOCATIUNS -

BATTALION « ¢ « o« ¢« o« « o « o l'0o change
COMPANY A+ « ¢« ¢« « « « +» » o No change
COMPANY B o ¢ ¢ ¢« o o o » » NO qhan%e
COLFANY C 4 o o o o o o o o o F 05230
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BALIALICH —

CURFANY A =

COkrANY B --

WrraY C —

m, now ciosec into new location, 30 3" guns in position
crecarec %0 iire indirect., Companies fired a total of 908
rds of snell HE.

rired ten ccncentrations for a total of 495 rds of HE(NC)
and <c¢ ras of Ha

Fired ninc concentrations for a total of 354 rds of HE(NC),
¢ rds of snoke and zu rds of Hr were also fired in register-
ing; the guns. '

aMovea irom inimister, Belgium to vicinity of Scamidt, Germany
(F05¢306). Closed at Ouz> hlrs, UGuns were placed into posi-
tion and laid., tlhree (3) rds of HE(NC) were fired to proff
fire survey.

BCURNAISSANCS PLATOCUKS -- 1st ren Plt repaired and laid telephone wire,

¢nd ncn. Flt. repaired roads,

20 February, 1945

1, SIIUATIUN:

=

b.

Mo change,

CP LWCALIIUNS — No cmange

2. UrodaTIONS:

BATTALIUN —

COMPANY A --

COMPANY B —

CUOMPANY C —

30 3% guns operational and in sition firing indirect, Iired
31 harrassing missicns, three 8) counterba.tery missions and
one (1) mission for registration for a total of 62y rds., of

shell HE(NC).

Fired 12 harrassing missions and three (3) counterbattery
missiong for a total of 300 rds. shell HE(NC),

Fired 14 harrassing missions for a total of 307 rds. of
shell HZ(NC).

Fired 7 harrassing missions for a total of 200 rds., Fired
one mission for registration of 14 rds.

nECONNAISSANCE PLATOUNS — 1st Plt Ren., continued to maintain and repair

teleptwne wire, 2nd Plt, rncn. furnished guards for Bn CP
and maintained and repaired roads.

27 February, 1945

1, SITUATION:

b,

No change.
CP LOCATIONS =-- No change
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2., OPBRATIONS:

BATTALION — Prepa.redfor forthcoming action., Made reconnaissance for
direct fire positions and prepared anti-tank plan for defensge

of present sector., Fired a total of 2463 rds of shell HE(NC) _

on indirect fire migsions.

COMPANY A — Fired 1o missions of harrassing fire of 523 rds. HE(NC) and
four neutralization missions of 107 rds. Total rds fired 630.

COMPANY B — Fired six counterbattery missions of 102 rds and harrassing
missions of 682 rds. Total rds fired, T84 HE(NC).

COMPANY C — Fired seven counterbattery missions of 1lhly rds. and harrassing
missions of 905 rds, Total rds. fired, 1049 HE (NC).

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOONS -- 1st Plt. ren. continued to lay and repair wire,
2nd P1t. Ren. furnished guard for Bn. CP, maintained and re-
paired roads.

28 February, 1945
1. SITUATION:
a. No change
b. CP LOCATIUNS —- No change.
2. OPERATIONS:

BATTALION —— Prepared for forthcoming action. Fired a total of 1656 rds.
of shell HE (NC) on indirect fire missions.

COMPANY A — Fired 11 missions of harrassing fire of 5L4$ rds. HE (NC)
and one mission for registration of o0 rds.

COMPANY B —- Fired 11 missions of harrassing fire of 558 rds. HE (NC)
~and one mission counterbattery of 20 rds.

COMPANY C — Fired 1l missions of interdiction for a total of 50 rds. HE
(NC) and one mission counterbattery of 24 rds.

RECONNATSSANCE PLATOONS -- 1lst Plt. Hen. continued to lay and repair wire,
2nd Plt. hen, furnished guard for Bn., CP, maintained and re-

paired roads.

WILLIAM H. BARDES
Lt. Col., 817th T. D. Bn.
Commanding

4EgBEI
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ADMINISTRATIVE ANNEX

1 I‘ehrua.ry, 1945 —- Authorized Strength, 36 Officers,
Assigned Strength , 35 Officers,

28 February, 1945 -~ Authorized Strength, 3o Officers,
Assigned Strength , 3o Officers,

727 Enlisted Men
T2L Bnlisted Men

727 Enlisted Men
722 Enlisted Men

DAILY SIX &
NON-BATTLE
DATE WOUNDED INJURIES REINFORCEMENTS BT, 10 DUTY
0 - R v - B 0 - B 0 - B
3 Feb, 1945 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
9 Feb, 1945 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
21 Feb, 1945 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
25 Feb, 19ULS 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 1
27 Feb, 19L5 0 0 v 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 0 1 0 N 1 0 0 2
SUPFLY

Glass I - two (2) days supply on hand
Class III - two (2) days supply on hand

Class V - one hundred per cent (100%) basic load on hand



