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HADGUARTERS , TO4TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

A0 403, US Army
19 XMarch 1945

SURJECT: After Action Report for 1 Sertember to 30 September 1944, |

TQ ¢ Adjutant General, War Department, Washineton, 25, D, C.

Under the rrovisions of para~raph 10, AR 345-105; as changed by
chance number 3, the following After Action Report for this cammand is
submitted:

1 Sertember 1944, Bn (=) left bivouac 1200, marched East crossing Marne
at Cursl on brid-e built hy our engineers and rroceeded to bivouac 4+ mile
West of Houdelaincourt. Company closed in bivouac 1830, travelled 24 miles,

2=5 Sept 44, in bivouac., Ren Co patrolling adjacent area, Sept 4 Capt. <
Hammer rromoted to -rade of Major as of 1 September 1944,

Durine this reriod "A" Company was attached to CCB and to the 5lst Armd
Inf Bn doing outrost duty., On the 24th and 3rd platoon of "A" Co captured 50
vrisoners and 2 enemy vehicles at Hussean.
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During this pericd under discussion -he battalion suffered no battle casual- ||

ties, but lost one EN by discharge to accept aprointment as Warrant Officer, and i

cur BM through non-battle injuries or illness. Two EM wounded and evacuated in g
a rrior pericd were returned to battalion. Three officers and one warrant

officer repl:cements were received, : ‘I

6 Sertember 1944, the battalion, minus "C* and "B" Companies, was in bivouac
$ mile west of Houdelaincourt. The Bn remained in this position till 10 Sept. ‘
The battalion (-) was attached to RC. ®A"™ Co to CCB and "C" Co to CCA. Pour re- j
rlacements were received 7 September 194L4.

10 "Sertember, Bn (-) moved 1000, 23 miles east, Closed in bivouac 3 miles
eist of Haroue, 1215, RC area was outrosted and bridge across Moselle at Bayou
covdred by one outrost,

16 September, Bn (-) moved at 1515, 22 miles northeast, Closed in bivouac
1{ miles southeast of Luneville, 14L5. When the bn arrived in vicinity of Lune-
ville it was ordered to rrotect left flank of RC, which was to attack and take
the city. It was then discovered that the city was already occupled by friendly
troops and the bn went into tivouac on high ground to the MW of the city. This
rosition was held throughout the 17, 18-20 Sept. The 3rd platoon of "B®* Co.,
moved to Luneville, which was under heavy artillery fire, to guard against enemy
armored col mns, reported approaching the city from the E. lst Platoon of "BN¥ Co )
surporting the 10th Armd Inf Bn on high ground K of city. In the fighting at B - |
edge of the city, 3rd platoon destroyed 3 Mk V tanks. The fighting contimmed %
through the night. On the 19th, the 3rd platooh destroyed ome Mk ¥V tank and one =
SP gun, one heavy machine gn and a crew and took five priscners. /5 i
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I TIN ‘, A
e ey held dte positions in che city until- relicved at 1500, 19 Sept, On
Yoo Tternoon of ’” bopt aiber, the bott:lion headyuariers bivounc ~rea woe

o s n ise Phe g :1tlon ol the lst pl;n'onn. At about 100 19 sept, Col,

Ty Cien Souo nding Officer wes killed by cnany mortar Jice in Luneville,

Pl Sres e Gy e Uor eadousriers, hoodousrters Comney, BN Comp-
Wy Il oovenit o oo u\nu\ wvas one lricer killed ond six do wlled; one
e ond Lo g sounded, At 18, ohie bacoadion (=) left its pdsition anddid
ove Uondles mopeth to vieinivy of Serces, Closod in bivoune at 0200, (0 Sept-
etter,  Coov o Lile vosildon at 0930, 20 Sentaibver, 7 mules east to vicinity
SV e o Lty Coly LGP Held, Jr,, ossimiod to and Joined Battalion, 1100
\ Sranbery o aasuned comuand,

N Sen eees, the battalion (=) wes dn oosition near Arvecourt during this
veriondy T Chre tooil un vositions cusatdinge che o bt rlank of CCA ond on the
R NUARRS SRS Sk V otonhe I'ran s Z‘O:titiOn.

21 o otaden, J0resd cavent:s vocelved,  21-30 sentamber:  Durding this period
Loe b Lien ravaned in ocositloon oo vicinity of Arracourt,  un 02 Sentauier,
Theoon oot of MU Qi ey destrored Soenany tonss neer Gechicourt, On th o Sont-
oo, Y peclocmien s wore received,  on 0% Sopvaater, the battalion (=) was

M vy

o to Cun e cas Jodned oy g gorrany, n 27 Septanber, MAM Company

R
Prined vie coutadlion,  on Ly setabar, Cant, Oi\mH V. auith joined fram 3¢%th

SO ot ool o e castned Judtes cwoddnicon officer,  Durine this period,
Coe ot e s under const ot aoelilioey '.i:'o.

O domony, ardor to jodn e bettae hoxx, had marchad with ¢C\ crossing the
Locel e ncar breney, 1Y gocteacer, Iu e Lohiting thore one Wk V tank, one 83um
Un o onle cerad vehdole tere ceninoned lﬁ Sentanber,  The comoeny then pro-
Covead et L mnd St Sresnes en gaulnedis, 17 Sotoober, avee enany vehdcles

ecae v ed s ad Lone cvisovers o Len, She oy eevad anto vosition codt of
avoccert 18 sovtaar st 200, e Sota 1‘oor, one vlatoon wes sent to Luneville
Lo relnforee Coserve Sontuiid, A LY e enany attodked e pesitions
Hoeld oy oo raaniny e pistoens o tonks vere destroyed,  On the
WOy the cloroon rent ot loameviil Jdoone anany” tonk,

P Cewo iy ven sltiacaad te OO0 om0 30 amber ot durey-en-Voaux, On the

T e cormany novaed L0 niiles erst :;:1\‘1 ¢ivesad tite heoselle near Vilecourt on

{

he 1.th,

1oy the Johtingg arcuna the Loselle, ot Beclkman was wounded snd evac-

RN Qe Uy

o the 1h 1o Boufusy, 2lslcon lecder of the Ren »latoon attoched fram

Ao oy oven Killed in oaction,  Bee onesy avmunition trucks were descroyved this
day, Mt b IAth, the comeany moved 1o tihe vicinity of Drouville and on the 18th
oot vicinitr of gallones, i Lhe Jlsty che company moved to near Fraesnes-en-
Sonineols, o Ul Sedtasber, ho anany wes encountered in ihis area,  Four anawy
toawe oo denianer ed, oot ren was sotnnded i oune vight and evecuated snd Lt,
Sroeloer oo Wlilad in oactlon, a8 Sentaater, LU Preneta was assigned ond Joined
fren U Oor iy, and cosied conraand,  on 20 beﬂ aiber, " Canpany rejoined the
Loticlten ik e vieiniwy of arrocourt,
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’ During the period under consideration the battalion suffered casualties, as _
follows:

KILLED IN ACTION WOUNDED (EVACUATED)
Officers 3 : ’ 3
Enlisted Men 10 L2

Vehicle casualties were four Tank Destroyers, M-18, one truck, 23 ton 6x6, one
amored car, M-20,

The battalion destroyed 37 enemy tanks, 2 SP guns, 7 enemy vehicles and one
towed 88mum gun, -

Sixty-one replacements were received during this period.

On Septamber 30th the strength of the battalion \;ras, Officers 28, Warrant Officer
1, Enlisted Mdn 621,

For the Commanding Officer

- Witde £ Kl

JILLIAM L, KLINE
2nd Lt, FA (TD)
Adjutant

2 Incls:
Incl # 1 = S=3 Journal
Incl # 2 - Consolicated. lerort of Operations.,
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