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UCY Couyn:s Comannders  Cootrli Zven ZEGS

Ren Comanrs Conmender: Or toin Jrex V. BURGAY

Hq Conpeny Comaander ¢ Certain Louis C. CAPELLE, 1 July= 18 July Lk,
Cr-trin Sydney 3. SHITE, 18 July= 31 Julp Ll

i. Losses in rction: 3Battle Casunlties:

Hrrriott, R.V. S.-t Kla Filaingzer, C.A. Set Kia
welatyre, E.J. 1ot Lt S¥Wa Allen, J.0. Tec 5 KIa
Rutter, J.7W. Tec 5 SWA #.cGinnls, F.A. Pvt Dow
*iasecki, 3.J. Cul Sha Ln-asse, K.V, Pvt SWA
Trsder, L.C. Pfc SWA Newberg, R.L. St LA
Wittler, L.E. Pvt SIA Czo ikowski, J Cul L¥Wa
Sandovad, L. Fvt LwA Mosg, C. Pyt LY.
Goutreau, F.J. vty LA Wolski, H.S. Fvt L5A
Burnes, J.ki. Pvt LWA Christner,L.E. Pfe LA
ShriztnarshxE. Rf ax xkik Blum, J.F, Pvt L@
Blok, VW.A, Col LIA Jarvie, P.J. St LVA
Dillion, W.V, Pvt 1LWA Francisco, G. 1st Lt LWA
Burgess, W.D, Sgt KIA Rand, Col KIA
Richerds, E.E. Pvt DOW Aprilente, Pfe SWa
Aultman, A.B. Pvt KIA Michaud, L Sgt SWA
Barecca, L. Pvt SWA Wyber, R.H. Pyt LWA
Murawski, A.R. Tec § LWA Covelesskl F.A. Pvt LvA
Chamberlein, R. Pfe LWA

3. Citationst! Sgt Benjamin Barballnardo, 32157595. for gallantry in
action against the enemy in Fr.nce on 28 July 44, Awarded the
Bronze Star.

Sgt Clarence H Gann 6833582, for galland@y in action against the /2 4
enemy in France on 28 July 44, Awarded the Bronze Star.
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A1l orders to:ed by Bn By were verbal, Al messnces sre eontined
T the JOURNAL.

For the Commmndine Officer:
e /%
JOHIT C. BEACHAs,

Cont, 703rd TD Bn.,
Adjutant.
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HEADQUARTERS
703RD TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 230, US ARMY.

STIOURY OF CPERATIONS 1 July 4% e 31 JULY L.

On 1 July 44 the 703rd TD Bn having landed in FRANCE, dewaterproofed
vehicles and moved forward to a location (549808) vicinity of CASTILLY,
The Bn wes attchd to the Third Armored Division, in First Army Reserve.
On the 2nd July, Bn (less "B" Co and lst P1lt Ren Co) was attchd to Combet
Command "A", 3rd Armd Div. Company "B", with lst Plt Ren Co attchd moved
to an Assembly Area, four (L) Kilometers Southeastof ISIGNY (513812) and
was attchd to Combet Command "B", 3rd Armd Div.

The Bn (less "B" Co add 1st P1t Ren Co) moved to amh Agsembly Area on
3 July 44, vicinity of LE MOLAY (677775).

At 0120 hours, 8 July U4, the Bn (=) was attchd to Comdat Command "A",
3rd Armd Div moved to a new location, closing at 0230 hours, (585720) one
(1) mile East of ST MARGARUETE L!ELLE. At 0CU5, & July ik, "B" Co and lst
P1t Ren Co, moved with Combat Commeand "B" attack, crossing the VIRE RIVER
at AIRE, Company "A" was attchd to Task Force "X", of Combat Command "A",
3rd Armd Div. The Bn (="A" and "B" Co's) was attchd to Task Force "Y",
Combat Command "A", 3rd Armd Div, At 1145 hours, 8 July 44, orders were
received by the Bn Comdr, from Combat Command "A*, to move Company "C",
via the bridge at AIRE, to positions along road, East of Road Junction at
(471746), (South of ST JEAN DE DAYE). 3Bn Comdr ordered, one Platoon of
Ren Co, attchd to Compagy "C". At 1215 hours, Bn Comédr, received inform-
ation that Task Force "X", of Combat Command "A", we- -~ r»d to cross
the VIRE RIVER, At 1411 hours the Bn established a F - . C+ ~t coord-
inates (535749). At 1515 hours Compagy "A" was given t.. mission of
essisting Company "C" in protecting the Crossroads, South of ST JEAN DE
DAYE, Bn CP moved at 2030 hours to location one (1) Kilometer North West
of AIRE, and remained here overnight.

On the 9 July 44, at 1530 hours, orders were received to move the
Bn (less "A" and "B" Co's) to & position vicinity of RJ, South of ST JEAN
DE DAYE, to meet reported enemy tank threat (report received of fifty (50)
enemy tanks (Mk IV!s) were moving North towsrds ST JEAN DUE DAYE.,) The
Commanding General, Combat Command "AM, rescinded the above order, At
1630 hours, elements of Company "B" were contacted, they reported they
were orocressing with little resistance. At 1720 hours, Bn (less "A" and
"3# Cots) was directed to take up positions(with a Task Force cdvmoosed of
1lst Bn 32nd Armd Regt and one Company of Engrs), sstrice Cross roads,
South of ST JEAN DE DAYE. Unit moved as ordered, but Company "C" was
deplnyed Xorth of road after consultation with Commendinz Officer of 32nd
Armc Rert, who was deployed to the South. On 9 July L, at 1950 hours,
the Ba CP moved to a new area (4707L3), South of ST JEAN DE LAYE.

At 0800 hours, 10 July 44, the Third Armored Division with Units
attchd, wns attchd to XIX Corns. Combat Commend "A", with Company "A"
this Bn, ettchd, 9th Inf Div. Combat Command "3" with Compeny "B,
this Bz, attchd 30th Inf Div., At 1200 hours, the Bn Tns moved forward,
clnsed in Assembly Area, (59675U4), Soutn of ST JZAL TE DAYE, vicinity of
Bn CP. At 1830 hours, Company "A" (=2 Plts) returned to area in vicinity
of Bn CP,

On 0300, 11 July uY, enemy shell fire londed on En CP. One (1) Rt
killed, two (2) wounded. One 1/L4 ton truck destroyed by fire after a
direct hit by enemy shell. Combet Cormand "A" sent a messa-e at 0700,
for Company "A" to nrepare to move to LE DESERT by 0900 hours. At 0315
hours e radis intercept message was received "Enemy tanks in column moving
North from Southwest of LE HOMET". At 1100 hours, received intercnt
messa-e D radin "Small srouns of enery tonics movins towards ST Jiall IE
DAYE", Comuany "C" wns nlerted, and at 1125 hours the 2nd P1t of Company
"C" moved to tnxe up nosition ot (L71750) North of LE DES:IRT,
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At 1130 hours the 3rd P1t of Co "T" deployed in depth to analet the 2ad Flt
of "AM Compnuy. Comumy "C" re.orted in ositison at 1132 hours, 1/2 mile
Soutr. of L LrbkhT, Orders were recelved at 1330 hours to prepcre plens to
use Company "C" as mobile reserve in the 9th Inf Div sector, to rencl ener,
tenk threat. Situstion as of 1130 hours, 11 July d4: Third Armored Ulviclon
wns attached to 9th Inf Div, in reserve. Conpany "A", this Br, wis nttrched
to CC "A", 2rd AD., Compeny "B" this unit, wos attached te CC "B", 7rd AL,
Coupany "B" was reported ndvancing in the vicinitj of HIS VEITS-2LLLY T.ULE.

2000 hours, 11 July Wb Connrny "A", reported the followin locutinnsd
1st P1t (L69788), Ona P1t (LEMT59), 3ra BP1t (L7E759).

Comuany "C" was attached to Combat Commend "A", 3rd Arm¢ Div, efrfective
this date.

1st F1t Ren Co this unit attached to Corpeny "B" 703ré T bn.

3rd P1t Ren Co this unit attachec to Compeny "A" TG3rd TD Bn. 4
Remainder of Ren Co carried out recomnnissrnce miesione ~ererclly weot of &T
JEAI” DE DAYE,

At 0800, 12 July i, Compmy "B" wae strafed by frierdly pleree at EILL 31,

(456696) , Company wns on an objective at the time waitin- to be relelved by
the Infantry. Two EM were wounded.

Other componernts of this En reported no movement or action, for thie dete,

0 On the 13th July 44 the Bn (="E" Co) hrd no chon,e in leccations, 4t 15370
nours "4" and "C" Companies were still nttachked to CC "A", 3Ira AD Tk Forces
"X" and "Y" reepectively, with TD Flts in sernrrte tesme of the Tesk Forces.
"A" ond "C" Convanies were alerted st 2100 hours, to be preprrec to rove
sgalnst possiole Rermon arnored attzek, reworited ir the vieinity »f LE DESERT

Cornany ."B", tnie dnte rcra*nec atiackeé to CC "B", 3réc AD, Two Fltc
havins been in the vicinity of HIS VTS for t‘o nost tnres cays, let F1t in
the rerr as reserve. Cormueny "B" had beon w.ier continucus artillery and
morter fire »nd to drte had suifered nine (9) casvslties. 1 Bl killed, nnd
1 sericusly wounded. Two (2) M=10%s heC bern ut ternorsrily out of action
rnd the comuarny hod to its credit ome (1) Mk IV (confirmed) rnd hndé shered
in rnother Mk IV with the Bozooka-men of the 3(th Armd Inf Re-t. Tre crn—
firmec Me I¥ Tadak wos destroyed by Dircct-Indirect method ot & ron.e of
200 yarde. Comueny had esmended @ totol of fortiwcrne (W1) reunés of ammun-
tion, inelwuding such targets as church cteeles, OPYg, MG neste, ete.

Cn the 14tk July Wi, ro moveriert or onmercticns too:n wloce, 4 study and
test wie mrde wurisg the oy of o poseibility of usiry the Lb Aircraft ss a
meens to check ecemy ormor re;orts, ivieuGly troor movererts, and comrunicr t-
ien VLetwoen Air and Ground., Results were stticlecteory.

Bn (="AM",MEM & "CM add 3 Plis of DRen Co) on 15 JWy bk remzired uncer
Ir¢ Armd Tiv control, loczted 2 Kilometers SE of ST Jrall LE ZAYE, o activity.
Corv. ony "A" remcined otisched to Combot Comsnzd MA", Jrc¢ Armé Ziv, moved to
rositions West »f BCIS DU EOQIZET. 1t Flt, Corrony "A", foimed wort of o
Brtile Groun within Tesk Force "X", Cont.t Corrorc "AY, 3rd Arm¢ Div.,  Corzeny
"B rempined rtteoched to Comvrt Commond "B", Irc Armd Div, supcortins thre
atteck of tre 30th Irf Piv, vicinlty of ECS VTS, Corveny "C" rempined
cttocred to Comtot Command "A", Xrd Armé Div crc moveG to wositicn Soutue
of BCIS LU HCLLET ir recerve, Asci nmert of Ren Co Flis rereined the sor
1st F2t, Co "B", Ooné F1t, Co "C", Zrd Plt, Cn M"AM,

oot
.
:

e

. (=3 Co's anc 3 Plts of Zen Co) on 1€ July Ll, re-rined irn the scme
locwt‘.., nc octivityr.

Com mny "a", rercined inte:rroted into Tesls Forces of CC "A'", oné =meoved
fram rosition of BOIS DU HOMET into Ascertly Area vicinity of LE BESERT.
Coruagy "B" rerai red attaciec to CC "E' on the 10 July L, aﬂd woved from
vicirity of HTS VEITS to assemtly rrea 1} Kilometers E-st of LE DZSZRT,
(LECTILY
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At 1400 hours, moved with eleme of the Combat Command to new Assembly
Area in vicinity of BOIS DU HOMMET, approximately 4 miles West of LE DESERT.
Company "C" remained attached to cc "A"  3rd AD, one P1t of Oompany "O",
located in the vicinity of LE CHAMPS DE LOSQUE, with the mission of protcct—
ing the CC "B", Assembly Area from enemy talk threat from that direction.
The Company had replaced "A" Company in position N.W. of BOIS DU HOMMET.

On 17 July 44, the Bn -(leses "A","B", "C* and 3 Plts of Ren Co) moved
to vicinity of L® DESERT (442734), and closed in area at 0900 hours. There
was no change in assignments or positions of companies.

On 18 July 44, there was no change in locations within the Bn, except
the 3rd P1t, of "B" Company, who moved to vicinity of RJ at TRIEEHOU
(393745), and the 2nd Plt -of "B" Compeny moved to vicinity of LA RANEE
(383737), to protect the Assembly Area of Combat Command "BY, from possible
enemy armor attack. Both "AM and "C" Companies received enemy artillery
fire this date, suffered no casuslties or damage.

Company "B" on the 19th July, was releived from assignment with Combat
Combat "B, 3rd AD and moved to location of Bn CP. Company "B" was attached
to Combat Command "A¥, 3Ird AB, and the Ren Plt was released to 1ts own
compagy control, Company "C" was attached to Combat Command "B, 3rd AD,
and moved to position vecated by Company "B", to furnish AT protection for
the Assembly Area of Combat Command "B®, During the period @ July through
ok July there was no movement or change in assignments of companies within
the Bn. The time was spent in mdhtensnce of vehicles, resting and meking
plans for Operations COBRA,

Bn CP (fwd) composed of Ex 0, S=2, Se3, moved at 1400 hours, 25 July
44 from (LL4273l4) vieinity of LE DESERT to fL537hh) vicinity of Div Arty CP,
cloced in tris new sres at 1415, Companies "A" and "B" were attached
to CC "A", 2rd AD, and remeined in Assembly Areas, vicinity of LE DESERT,
Company "C". attached to CC "B", 2rd AD, in wicinity of BOIS DU HOMMET,
(~8h717-ﬁ9u7u9). continued to DTOVidP AT vrotection for the Assembly Area
of CC "B", Company "C" was on a 2 hour alert, awaiting movement orders.
Bn CP (rear) Ren Co (=) znd Tns located (4U42724), vicinity of LE DESERT.
Coamagy "A" with 1st Plt Rern Co attached wes located at (453736). Company
"B" with Ird P1t Ren Co attached was located at (W43735). Co "C", CP with
oné P1t Rern Co attached lccated at (L415730). Company "C'"ts Pletoons were
disnosed mc follows: 1st Plt (384737) vicinity LA MARE, 2nd P1t (412723)
vicinity of Comnany CP, and the rd Plt (354749), vicinity of TRIBEHOU.
The Plotoons of "AM and "E" Compnnles were interrated into Combat Groups
of TF "X", CC "A", 2ré AD, as follows:
F "xf__ggg DOAKE, Comdy:

Corbnt Groun ¥l

Ird P1t, Co "A", 703rd TD Bn

Susnort fo;_gono t Grous #1

1st F1t, Co "AF, 793rd TD 3n

Coribrt Groun #2

oré Pit, Co A", 703rd TD Bn

TF "Y", Col COXIIG, Comd;
E"ttlo U};h“ Fl
3rd P1t Co "BM, 703rd TV 3.
Battle Groun #L
"Co CF and 1ot Plt, Co "B", 793rd TD Bn
Brttle Groun #3
"nC £1t, Co ME', 703r¢ TD 3n
Note: Attcened to "A" Co, 703ré TD Bn: 3Btry "A", L417th AAA Bn.
Attacred to "B" Co, 7CZrd TD Bu: Btry "B", L13th AAA Bn,
Copnnzy "C" wre attached to C2 "3", Iré AD, platoons inte:reted into Combat
Toors ps folliowss
Cormbat Team #1
“1:t F1t, Co "C", 70%rd TD Bn
Combnt :w'h =0
“A¢ Pit, Co MC", 703r¢ TD Bn
Comiat ler #:

Ct on¢ Ird rit, Co "C", 703ré TD En
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On the 26th July U4, Bn CP (Fwd), (renr), Tre, "a", "B" .nc Een Co (=)
thore wns no chenge in situstion or laocrtion. Coapenies "A" pnd "B
and Bn CP (Fwd) were pleced on a one (1) hour rlert st 0700 hours.

Co "C" moved in attack with Combat Command "E", rnd nt 120G hours were
reported ot the followins loecntions! 1st rlt ot the enntern edie of
MARIGNY (289(17), snd were contemplrtirs n movement to (283070). The
”n¢ P1lt, on hish eround ot MARIE (7ehi20), Tie 3rd P1t wrs loerted
(386C3L), roproximotely two (2) Kilometerrs Tnrth of KaPIBIY. Comprny
"C" guffered cne nersomnel consueliy, sure nel wound in the shoulder
Recarnatsennce Comrony, durin: the doy cctedlinked lialson ot nirfields
vicinity LA MINE ~né ST JEAN DE DAYE. Tie Prn Comdr remsined with the
Bn CP (rear), irtendin~ to makeuse of rir€raft, to check columns ord
reports of enemy ormor.

The Third arrored Division, on 7 July L, moveé in riteck at
0530 hours. Bn CP (fwe) moved with the Cr or CC "A" oné Uiv Arty to
(LoL19), vieinity of ST GILLES nrrivire <4 1750 bkours. "A" Corpeny
CP with the let P1t of Ren Co otichd, wre loenter -t (H1C554), vieinity
of CAUISY, Comurny "a" fermed port ot TF "X', CC "n", Ird aD,  let
Plt, Co "A", locnted (12759L), with tie Comoueny Ck. Pnd F1t, Co "A"
locoted (M10HE3), vicinity of QUIFCU., irc Pt icertirn unknown,  Comumy
"B", with 3rd Plt, feu Co nttene «id not move. Commonr "C% necisted
Combat Comnand "E" 4n ite -ro. reco throu ‘ﬂut the cny, cud necunicd
the followin: »lntocn mocitisns: Ci -nd 10t Flt (7070LE), vicirity
of MOITTCUIT. 2rné #1t (507017%), viecinity CA“ruwn‘. ¢ Pit (300C13),
vicinity RONCEY, Bn CP (rear), Tns :rnc “en Co (=), ne clen e,

Tre Bn CF (fwad), with Iiv Arty Ci movec to (351 in tre
vicinity of Da¥CY. Bn Comdr jnined tie Ct (fwd) =t locntion,
Company "a", moved in sttach wite TF "X", CO "A' | “pc AT, v o 21720
hours wne leented vicinity, of JAGY (G24LnC0),  Zurins tie unr Compeny
"R moved out witn IF "Y', Cu "a", Sra AD, 40 secwsy oesition, vieinity
ol DAYGY. Compyeny "C" eontinued wity OO "BY 0 ool Seidl rre ot
dork were lcented ro followsd CP rrc 1-¢ 31
1.x CHAPELLE., ™nd Flt ('<’)7(.18) viety it o0 Oalli ;
wicinity of RONCLY Br Cr (rn'r), ey Co (=), end Tne, ny oirnve.
The areo in v101nxty of Br CF (fwd) wnn loricen ior
enery wlornes., Un crrunltics ar Gomnoe. Zoter 28 July

Divisicn CP (ZT?EYOS, vicirity »f CAREITIIIY, , ot
v locoted s £21lawes:  CP rrc let rlt (203570, detrits A9 CRIISY
La 3ALIE. Zre B1t (310RL1), vicinit: 7 COTEL cfu.. (Cr. nhicetive
of TF "Z", ce AN, _‘ru AD), Tl t :

wit' tre de rr*”*? . Al 10V, D=8
Tecoy ¢ trecs ol el Tirec o oenem;

1}F Toliavwin . oraant of ~ranitiond

On e M July sl the Bn CP (1ve) =owed to vicinits -7 tie
N N .
\

e
f:‘_‘ POIT T2, Tac it ours lact e
Loet of CERISY LA SALLZ., 7ré Flt w

Comn~gy "C", <t 1200 hours moved Treor LA L TSIARS
La VILLEDARIE, (3535““\ Pl-toong rev:irec idl
Comuond "M, “irc il
Comrnd 2", A

“nd Flt oot (77
Co (-) e fh},

Pr. Ci (+vwe)
sren (RL0TLT), vicn
AN, poved sorwerd to _coitiens 4y
At 2000 ours leeriee 1 ’"5'»:8). :.U
POLO rours loemted ~t (TR11 7
CoOve

EUEYE (L Tilometore M)
:

: at D107 LA, it Trd ool
\ - ~ [T € ~ros -
s, oviolin PRSP LN VLFIE R Looure
R U 4 Y, oS.w. oo Ia -C':':I NN

hl S
veiloYle
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The 3n CP (Bedd), Ron Co (=), Tns, no change in locaton.
Compeuies "A" add"B" moved forward in attack on night of 30 July Uk,
Radio communication was very difficult, due to the distances between the
Companies. Companies often out of communication with the Bastalion,
During the day Division had reorganized and the Companies of this Bn were
now attached as follows!

With CC "A", 3prd AD

Co "A" and 3rd P1t "B", 703rd TD Bn,

With CC "B", 304 AD '
Co "B" (<3rd Pit), and Co "C", 703rd TD En.

No change in assignment of Ren Co platoons.

The Bn CP (Fwd) on 31 July 44 was still located at (R 244g), viecinity
of ST DENIS LE GAST, Company "A" (=2nd P1t) moved from vicinity of
GAVRAY (288488), to LE MESNIL GARNIER (327360), closing at approximately
181§ hours. The 2nd P1t of "A" Co was movin: SE at a position 3 miles
NW VILLEDIEU LES POELLES ,bout 1800 hours, Co "B" (=3rd P1lt), moved from
(315455), W of ST DENIS LE GAST to (357434), South of EAMBYE. No
contact with the 3rd Plt,

Co "C" (=3rd P1t) located at (371358), vicinity of VILLEDIEU LES POELLES,
Ird Platnon with Comp "3", this unit.

Bn CP (rear), Ren Co (~) snd Tns, no change.

1st P1t of Co "C", destroved in action todayt 2 Mk V's (Panthers), 1

a prodable, 1-75mm AT sun towed , and cepiured 2 prisoners.

Tre ares surrounding Bn CP (fwd) wns bombed by the enemy, shortly after
dark. No casunlties or damgge, Co "C" wns bombed by LUFIWAFFE after
derk, no casunlties or demage.



