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' Shortly sfter the German bregktirougk into Belgium on 16 wec
44, thuls TD Bn (90mm SP) found itself invclved in movemsant and
attaohnent from ite normal Corps aand Division to two otrers anu
then back to its normal status g,ein. The cavel~: > cI ev:als,
actions and metnod of employment are told in the :\1 whai, LBIT-
ative. 'Emphasis is placed on the type of employi=:i .cr it is
customary in intentry divisions to att. ch 1D COmpanles ana ilat-
oons to infantry r:giments and bettalions respectively, and like-
wise in armored divigsionsg to couwbat commends and task 1orcee re-—
specktively. lowever, as this operetions summery will demonstrate,
the field namual method did bring out several fundamental principles
of ID doctrine.

lhe Germsgns uad finally committed tlieir Sixth Fanzer Army -
not ¢o keesp us frow crogring tue Roer River, wiick many believed
would ba tueir pri.ery probeovility ot committment - but to rexe &
major effort tircuci tue Schnes Eifel Forest into tue- drdennec
wiih t.e MKeuge Hiver gs tieir [irst major objzctive.

fue 1st UC axud 12tL 55 Iauger wivicions spesrisuded the attsck,
the let 38 on tus lelt, tue 12t. &7 oa tee rigute Boti Divisiune
woere initiaelly successful, wvut t.e 12tL S§& was slowed down coneider-
aobly suortly safter v.uir initisel geusstiretion, enu was stopred long
envugl. for V Corps tov set up ra:sty defernees alon, & g-reral line
wongerau, Lolfen, Wirtzisld, DButgernbach, witln trne 2¢in Infentry lieg-
iment of tu2 1=t Infen*r; Diviriun Cocupring 8 Ligh grownd acout
JOOU meters rneortitnwsst ol Bullingen.

The 12t SS ranzer uvivieicn, being wore saccessful, nad penstr-
ated furtier 0 tus wegt in tne directivr. ol iLeglwedy, 3tavelol,
Stoumo:nt, thus putting V Corps dn tie position of an eascucr for any
altempta on tte pert of tie Allies to comtaia ti2 jerz2irativa oo its
portu flarn, Ite position wee douuly dwportant becauge it wes dir-
actly astride ti.e wain routl2sg ol lis 12tu 3§ Fenzer ~iviecion inte
uglmed,, Buper, Vorviers »su pcinte nortu end west,

1t was fusli=r 4nown thitl enc: Of L. iwe 9,5<r.asedin, uivieiore
Log @rcl. or parger uivigion becuirng L.9n w«p - e .na SS Le.ind tie
171, *nu .8 Jtn S beoind tne 12t - tuus zesing it dopsretive tiat
tlie gector oe siron.lv rortifisd b: g1l aveilebls 4L dei:2sg2s,
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Consequently tiie 1st US Infantry Division, attscLed to V Corps,
nad at iis disposal not only its vrganic AT puns and its normal att-.
acLuwsuy o une Tu wvattalion, but alsc 11 Y0mm AA guns from tue 134thu
AA s, plus wie 7udrd TV Bn in order to pive it the necegsary AL def-
enceg in depth to ingcure as fer as possible an adequete defenae of
itz s3ctor apeinst prooable strong srwored pregsure,

Upon t.s a.rival or tiie vattalion at C730 Lours, 18 wvec <4, tne
companizs agsawbled in tne vicinity of Sourwvrodt, Ovifal, Roberteville,
with tL.e batteliun Ck at Sourbrodt, The Battaliuvn Commander heving
rapurtad to wvivigion itseuguarters, rsturned snd oriented the Staff
and Juapany Conuweand-are on tia eneral eitustion, end insormed tiem
o1 lre rivst mic. ion of tiha cattalion.

T..8 ¢26th Inlantryv deypiuwent wus hlready on th= line, the 161k
lurentey Legiment wad just errived, cnd was assembled in the viciuity
ol Robertsville, Cutremarc:e®, oruckbery, w.ile tha 18th Infaniry ieg-—
iman1 wag acssemblad a rfew milas to tue nortnwe te On cur left flern
1.8 “nd US lntantry wvivicion wag consolidating, deronsive positicns;
tihe 26tu Infantry Repiment Leld tuas Ligh round betwe :n butyenbacuL and
Bullingen; from 3utgenbach to Weismes and lelmedy the situation was
ex tromely fluid, and neituer siae Leld amy ground along tiet lins.

ALhe 16t Intantry R3piw:nt was setting up Lee8ty defsnsive pos-
iticng in their present sssowbly srea, and was meking plans to move
up abreast o1 tne 26tk Inientry Repiment to rescure tu9 wein Lijuway
betwian Butgenbach and Weismes -~ a most importent rvate nsaded for
tt® proposad advancs or 13 12t SS Panzer wivigiou,

itne 1.1 US Iafuntry wivision, in scceition to ite own S7mm .ung,
uaG its normal IL dattalion, tne 634tk (SP 3-incu) attecred and
inte rated, Tw rletovong to Intentry Battelions. The miseion of tuLe
703rd 1J bn was, oparating under battalion cuntrol, tov initiaste iuned-
igte rscumneiscance ol rou.t:3 ana pun positivn areas on twd Jivielon
la %t Jlani end b3 preparad to réepsl anny erworsd thruwsts tuet wmigut
et thruupu friendly trevps on our left,. This mission wge ;iven be-
cauze our left r'lans. was ol vet fully setlabllized, and up to that
time, ensuy pressure wag ciron,est ircm tuat direotion.

isconnagigssince Cuipany wee given itne .aissiun or racunneitering
Ior roules gud poualtion areas along, e rued Irom Weywer'tz to hel ten—
uerbarger, siac late in tie alt.r:oun returned, tekin, en oflicer froum
gaci: L Cowpany te tie positions nett-d bv tie searci tov rawilierize
tuemeelives in cage 01 iuture operaticne in tuxt arssa.

In tie wszntiug, ¢ ortls alts:noun, a tass force was hastily
organized rrom w...tevsr anits were evaileble at i.e moment t0 proceed
to Wweismaes end prutect the evecustion or a field Lospital located
i,ore. Tne sscona plstoon of "A" Couwpany joined tuis task Torce, end
wovad outl at 140V niurs. The task zorce under cusmand of Lt vol
JAVILLLH of i3 334tu 70 Bn congcisted or bn ig, dcn Co, plus one 1v
gectivn ot tue 634tu Y0 bn, several 1li.rt terke ¢nd € Aesaull Guns of
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fh6k745th Tank Battilion;"B' Company minus a”ﬁlatoon from the 1lst
Epgr Bn, and our mecond platoon of "A" Company. ~

It was found. at Weismes thet the hospital had already besn
- evacuated, and the task force remainded in that area to secure the
town., It appesred that they arrived at a most opportune time, for
the following morning, 19 Dec, two German tanks approached the town
from the East, and two from the West to find what defensea, if any
we had there. One tank, ooming from the East, succceded in enter-'
ing the lower part of the town, but was driven out skortly there-
after. At 1715 hours several tanks, with an estimated company of
infantry, tried to approach the town from the southwest, viocinity
of Chivre Mont, dbut witk no success.

The second platoon of  *A" Co, in road blook positions faoing
south and southwest, fired three rounds at one of the tanks in the
morning attack, but saw no sction in the aftermoon attack. The tank
upon whioch they fired withdrew apparently undamaged.

During the 24 hours from 18 to 19 Dec, the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment had completed preparations to move out, the gituation on the
division left flank beoame more stabiliged, and at 1100 hours ‘the
Division Commander issued orders for the 26th Infantry Regimsrt to .
hold their present posfitions and empand their right flank to the

- rallroad running between Weismes and Butgenbach, and the 16th I

antry Regiment to attack and secure the high ground along the high-
way between Weismes and the railrced. The 703rd TD Bn was relieved
of its origine) mission and ordered to provide protection of the '
Division sone, from the south, ooordinat1n§ with Commanding Officers .
of the 16tk and 26th Infentry Regiments. 1In other worde, this )
bettalion was responsible for preventing any armored breakthroughs

in the entire Divislon gone, deepening and strengthenin, the weak
sp:;s, and mainteining a mobile reserve ready to move 1o any threat-
en sector. .

The Battalion Commander, after comtacting the Regimental Command-—
ers, ordered 'A!,Oompuny‘(minne 2nd Platoon) to assemble vicinity of
Weywerts in direct support of the 16th Infentry, and "“C® Compary to
assemble vioinity of Butgenbach in direect suppori‘of the £26th Infe-
antr%. ‘The second”Platoon of "A" Company remain@d: it FVeiemew,: gnd
*B* Company remained in reserve at their original ‘assembly area. At
1600 hours "0" Qompany moved out, while "A"® Uompany moved the follow-
ing morning. '

" The attack of the 16th Infantry proved to be merely a movement
into new positions, as no resistance was encountered, and by night-
fall they were well dug in. The 26th Infentry meanwhile, had furth-

or -eylieolidated their defenses woutheast of Butgenbach, and occupied
. tue -§round between the railroad end their origimal positioms.
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m.“:% (3{&;11$ {6t 1980 hours several tanks -

/ oouPaty 6f infantry attevied north from Faymonville against
5An - Intantry, whis) that tine was sitting on 1its ebjective,
ttaoks were sucesssfully repulsed. . .
Dy 20 Des indiocatiows were that strong build-ups of armor amd
infentry were taking pldoe iun Bullingen and Faymonville, end by -
the gature of the probimg attacks meds up to that time it wes ev=
ideny§ thed omr continued defense of the enemy's main routes:to the
Srtliwest offered s serious obstacle toward his eifforts to de-1il-
eratd.  the oities of Bypen, Verviers, and liege. A strong attack,
therafore, was expected somewhere along the Uorps front at one or
more [points, and the routes wi: were Jloeximg were important enough
to wegrrent our mak an assumptien that our seotor might be hit¢
‘o The 12th Oonmander must have deen thorouguly chage-
f at the ocomparative sucoess of his Parsers as against the lst
' ivision, and no 4dubt would 4o all posseidle to push the attack
forwgrd for the proteotion of the north flank of the penetration,
and, iincidentally, to save his own face. ‘ )

N

y sttacked
tthok of similer

Mo attacke of impor tance took plece during the day however,
and oontimed his probing attacks along our front. At 0615
hoursg a oompany o0f tanks and two ocompanies of infantry attacked the
26th | Infantry positions from the @ireotion of Bullingen and made
a 8light penetration, but by 0818 hours 8 tanks had been destroyed
and gl positions restored. At 0730 hours an attack wes lsgunched
with /infentry only up the railroad between ‘thd twe Regiments, with
the njission, (obtained from a PW later), to seige Obermertg and
procded weast into Weismes. At 1020 hours a tank Slua & platoon of
infantry attaoked from the south toward RJ (K-860040). Both of
theee attacks Were repulsed with heavy casualties to the enewy, and
the sector was camparatively quieé the remainder of -the day.

b

: ing 20 Dec, the battalion lost its reserve company, Company
"B*, which was detached and moved at 0800 hours to the 82nd Air-
borne Division which wes engeged furtuer west ir & critical gector,
builg%ng up & defensive line to contain the breskthrough. Tue loes
of "B* Company upset the plan of ha¥ing an entire TD_Compan¥ in
mobile reserve. A "string" was tied to the 3rd Platoon of “A" Co.,
whio@ was deeignated as battaliocn reserve and ordered to rsconnoiter
routes to position areas ttroughout the Division sgector

Qhe infantry anti-tanx dispositions were studied and after a
conference with the Regimental Commanders, the foilowing designetions
were made effective:
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The second platoon of "A" Compeany remained at Weismes: because
of the probing attacks in the center of the Diviasjom sector, the
firgst platoon of YA®" Oompany moved to the viocini€y of RJ (E-869040)
and took up positions ready to fight in place, or move to either
flank of the 16th Infantry,; the third platoon remained in Weywerts
as battalion reserve. The first platoon of *"O" Company moved to Dom
Butgenbach, one section on the hill just north of the town, field of
tire east and northeast, one section just east of the town, field of
fire east and southeaat; the second platoon moved further forward ;
also, one section taking up pesitions in the viocinmity of (K-9203), !
field of fire south and southwest, the other seotion moving to (K-910 -
035), covering the two roads apprceoninmg Butgenbach from the south~
westy the third platoon remained in mobile reserve at Butgendach,
preptred to move to any threatened area. i

. -x,k * L

, During these two days that the enemy was probing our defenses
anc we were consvlidating our own positions, the sleven 90mm AA
guns wers utiiised tor defense in depth, and were set up in‘the vio-
inity of Sour®Brodt, Ovifal, and Robertsville, ocovering tenk epproache
es from the east, south, and wouthwest. In addition, preliminary
workl in constructing minefield barriers was started in front¢ of our
infantry gggitions along tank approaches. The 8econd Battalion of
the 18th antry Regiment, which had been ocoupied in the north
moppdng up Geraman paratroops, had, msanwhile, moved into’' Butgexngach,
and ‘the remainder of the Regiment was expected sihortly to take ovey
part of the Division sector. *

' On the morning of .21 Dec, the Germans made their largest at®sock |
up to that time, finally deviating from their small probes in & de.
termined effort to drive the 26th Infantry from their oommending  _ |
positions. They first dripped an intense artillery darrsage iato the [
Butgenbaoh area at 0400 hours, but it was 0900 hours before the major °
effort took place. A battalion of infantry supported dy several \
tankis attaoked from the south and southeast, with the mission of
taking Butgenbaoch. The leading company was stopped dead, but the .
following units preseed on. The 1n£¢ntrin?.a fina% ¥ ﬁhct.iaqgggt.
but fiwe tanks succeeded in penetrating into the ! ¢§2h4¢r¢¢, ;
of these were shortly destroyed, but two g:; into the villege 0f =
Dom Butgenbach, oconsiderably annoying members of a bvattalion G¥ loe-
ated in one of the dbuildings. ) ’

_ . Woen the attack took pldos®, the third plasoon of "0* Company
was jalerted, and ae 1ts intensity developed, it was ordered to '
ceed to the vioinity of Dom Batgenlach to knsok’ out, or &xiPd.
the [intrudere. After moving hurriedly to: the outskirts
genlach, the platoon leader stopped his pfatods, obtais
uation, made bhis plans, and went into action. 6no‘loo§1ﬁn i
intg town %o try and find positiéne from whieh to plaus fiFe s
two '1o0se tanks, leaving the other sestion, N_pogh{_ifipdct;gﬁja i

Befire any positions cowld be reached, howiVey, 9nd of the tanke - .

decided to break for the:woods south ot~€i¢ytq%_hi-l retara: to safey. :
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and 1$ too made a , jgoody. _ ‘% dckuu 1011..

wai tipg aootion‘=§: b ’ rounda, 4 -swkd not odesrve the -

resul l, and 1t ’ Aatd) ,’:‘;NF A9y ey thnt tt ui.o -
had bpen kmooked:out zm o rears . LT _ ot

N e
t the time Wl mnm took 1«- w w‘ seon that thq T
platoon, whioh was dnahﬁololog t0 the toun when the two tanke
» would logioally be the one to go after them. However, they
were in such a position that, had they moved into town from the east
or noytheast, they would heve had no cover, and would have been
undex| direoct obsorvation.‘ It was, thoreroro, thought best to move
destrpyers in from the west where they could have aesesa %0 the
build-o s from oonooaled routes,

firat
got 12

ring this period the only further ohangeu in our lines con~
sistefl of the movement o0f a company of the 18th Infantry into pos=-
itionp on the high ground vicinity of Konigabaoh to stremgthen the
right flank of the 26th Infantrye.

At the end of the day, when the action hgd quioted down, the
thirdl platoon was ordered to return to Butgenbach the firet thing
in the morning, because tLere were now too mgny destroyers on the
left flank of the Regiment, and a redigtribution was neocessary for
protection againat pogsidble attack in other seotore. When the morn-
ing off 22 Dee came, the justification.of the order was aptly proyven,
tfor at 0500 Lours a battalion of infantry. supported by several tanks
made a strong attack toward Butgenbach from the gouthwest. The seo-

tion of the second platoon locatzd at (K-910035) knooked out the

lead tank, and tke others withdrew, but the intentry ocontinued and
successfully pensatrated toward the 1D position. Buring this infil-
tration a balf-track filled with infentry attempted to flank the des-
troyer on the right, and was completely demolished by several rounds
of HE from tke TD. When it became evident that the destroyers wculd
be overrun if tney remained, tie seotion leeder ordered a withdrawal
to amother position about 200 yerag to the rear.

One of the dmatroyers would not start and was abandoned. EHow-
aver, ratkbar t.an destroy it immediately the gsection leader backed
thie other dectroyer out of lmmediate danger, but took up a position
wheredy, i1f necesgsary, une could fire a roumnd into the cther vshicle
and render 1t uselsess tu the emsnmy.

Before tLe enemy hud an oprortunity to consolidate their gains,
our own 1n*untry counterattacked, and lute in tLe dey succeseded in
restoring t.9 lines. During the counterattack the destroyer wrich
rnad backed oxf 10 Kzep Jrom beling overrun participated.by firing
gsevsirgl rounus of HE into s uouse directly beside the abamdoned de-
gtroysr, sad ariving a group 0f ensmy infaentry Irom the building.
The destroyer was laler racovared intact.
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While this section was taking place tke t.ird platoon end re-
- maining section of the second platoon moved from their positions
of the previous ni ht to the vicinity of Butgenbach, snd set up
road blocks covering approacLes to the town.

This snded the enemy ‘s attempts to eliminete our sirangle-
bold on hig route of advrce and until the battalion minus "C*"
Oompany, movad on 25 December 1944 to join the 82nd Airborne Liv-
~ ision 1t wad not engaged further. ,

:
3
. 8

;

fhroughout this attachment &0 the lst In1antry,D1v1=ion the
- major part of the action fell on one company. Kowever, tis entire
situation proved conelusively that the fundamentials or many .ank
Degtroyer Soctrines are well founded.

With the employment of an additional TD Battalion, plus (11)
eleven 90m AA Guns, a defense in depth wes. accomplished v:ick
would purely hold gagainst an extremsly strong armored trrust. 1In
addition, the advantages of & highly mo¥ile reserve were brougit
- out inhtho abllity of the reserve units to take favorable ccsitions
1l.dopth and move quickly to threatensd areas.

R !hia enploymont also resulted in bringing to tha Iore a few
llsaonn which 10 one can affort to disregard, Even tucupkL we es-
ed without mishap, it might eesily have causzd considerable
‘8322io¥lty. Pirst, reserves must be Lusbanded cerefully, anc &s
. gbdi as tLey have completed & misgion tiey zu -t be prepered td re-
torn to a reserve role immedi:tely, or additional reserves must be
' avallable to take their plece. Secondly, but so important in tris
war of mobility, is the matter of veiricle maintenance, Ve:icles
--hgpve to be ready to move at any time, day or night, and constant
::tcntion must be given them to insure that they are in condition

r011- '

3o ;; S linall the ueerullness ot aelf-prOpelled I0's was again
L tsitod. lxploiting their mobility to the utmost SP's cen eff-
e voly assist in stopping a tank attack. When the 12th SS Pz Liv
e Iinnll wys relieved by a Volkgrenadier Div to permit the Pengers
SR llidollip further into the bulge, 23 knocked out tanks could be ,

-, ' opunted in one infaniry battalion's sector - - many probably knccred _ |
éffﬁ‘ out by artillery, ot least eight and perhape more destroyed by tue '
P Mlo's of the 634in D Bn, and tce turee accounted ror by tre 90mm
8P's after they hed broken through ths forward defenses.

wz " ShEOWALT=R
_/44;:j*~\ | Commanding
' SWERIT . ' :
8-2 .
(1 Incl: Overlay of AT Lefenses)
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