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: TO3RD TANK DESTROYER BATTALION EHS/jgd
APO 230 :

31 January 1545
PERATIORS OF "4® GO L 1 JAR 45 » 31 JAN 45.

On 2 Jan 45 this ®attalion was detached from the 82nd Air-
Porne Division and attsched to the 3rd Armored Division prepars
atory to making an stitack from =n area between Manhay (P533502) -
VILIETTES (P598944) scutheast to secure the towns of Vaux (P657=-
769), Cherain (P664775), Sterpigny (P678778), and Block the enemy's
routes of withdrawal to the esst. "A" Company was atitachked to
Combat Commend "A", and the platoons were further attached, 3rd
Platoon to TF "X", 2nd Platoon %o TF "E", and lst Platoon in Resg-
erve. "A" Company moved on 2 Jan 45 to the sssembly ares of Combe
at Command "A". and on 3 Jan 45 the attack started. The following
narrative releites to the actions of "A" Compsny during this drive:

- Isi% PLATOON =

The first piatoon remained in C Comd "A" Regerve during the
initisl stages of the attack, staying with the Compsny C.P. and
moving forward slowly as the atitack gained ground. On 3 Jan they
moved to Bra (P575935), and on 6 Jan to Lierneux (P618890).

During this period C Comd "A" had pushed forwaerd through Liere
neux, Verloumont (P630878), Grand Sart (P657877), and had cleared
the left flank of the Division Sector as far as Provedroux (P90
855), where the forward elemeants were emplaced. On 1% Jan, C Comd
"A® was designated as Division Reserve and the platoon remained at

~ Liermeux until 15 Jan 45.

On 12 Jen TF YEOMAWNS, consisting of the 83rd Armd Ron Bn, s
company of tanks, and the lst Platoon of "C" Company, had pushed
forward on the right flank of the Division, and By 15 Jan had cut
the main road south of lont Le Ban (P645785), and had %roops in the
woods on the high ground east of Sommeraine (P533755). His srmor,
however, had been somevhat depleied during his atteck, and the lst
platcon of "A" Ce was sent forward om 15 Jan to reinforce his pos=
itions. One gun of the platoon wss opersting with the 2nd plsztoon
at that time, and only three destroyers went forward.

The platoon moved to Hebronval (26318B60), met s guide from
¥F YROMANS, and were taken to the forwsrd C.P. of the Task Force in
the woods just norithwest of RJ at (PB59761). TF YEOMANS hed s road
Block at that road junction, and needed the additional TD's not ocnly
%0 cover the road lesding from Sommersine wut slsc to ocover the
gecondery route out of Sommeraine, running southesst to Brisy (P555-
750). -Iieut Hendsrson moved his destroyers across the road to the
kigh ground east of Sommeraine, and placed his desiroyers in position,
two facing west and northwest, one facing south, to cover both of the
rogds.

- This pstch of woods was under direct observation of the enemy
from Sommeraine and the high ground to the south, and received con=
stant small arms, morter, and artillery fire throughout the night.
on tke morning of 16 Jen, T/5 Goldserg was wounded while delivering
e message to one of the destroyexs, and was evacuated.

o5 ", |
0m 16 Jan PF EANE passed thiough their positions attacking to-
ward Brisy, bul was unskle 10 mske any headway across the open ground
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because of direct fire from the town snd high ground benind it. At
noon TF YBOUARS attacked Sommersine, the TD's remaining on the high
ground, snd succeeded in securing the village.

The following day the platoon was returned toc ¢ Comd "A", and
moved back %o Hebroaval, asgain in Reserve. On 19 Dec the platoon
moved to Baclain (P665791) in road bloek positions, sud on 22 Jan
moved to its present loestion in rest areas.

On 3 Jan, when the g titack starfted, the 2nd Platoon moved o
Vauz~Chevanne (P545917), prepared ito move out on order of TF "X7,
%o which it was attached. One dsstroysr was unoperationsl, snd
to make up the defleiency it had sttasched to it one from the is%t
Platoon. ;

By the asfternoon of 4 Jen TF "Y*" had advanced =s far as Lan-
sival (Pb604904), and Col Richardson, the task force commander, omll=-
ed up the platoon io plsce road bloocks in the town of Jevigny (25985~
904) to protect his Fflank. The platoon moved up to the town, srr-
iving after derk, and found that there were no other troops there,
although units had passed through pricr fo that time. it about mide
night, elemenis of TF "X" moved into the town snd gave ths destroy-
ers some badly needed security for the rest of the night.

The foliowing dsy the platoon left the town and moved enly as
far as the bridze at 9&95894; where it spent the night waiting for
the town of Tdierneux (P618390) to ke cleared.

Combat Command "A" gucceeded in clearing Tierneux on the morn-
ing of 6 Jan, sut the enemy held on to the high gzround south of the
town snd the TD's moved $o positions Jjust north, inorder to cover
the hill during its asssult. When it was teken, the destroyers
moved througn to the scuth edge and remsined there during the night.
While It FYerchaud and his Platoon Sgt were forward on 2 foot reconn-
aigsancs, Sgt Lehman, a destiroyer commsnder, was killed when his
vehicle ran over a mine. The destroyer was hacking into = position
off the road, with Sgt Tebmen on foot guiding the driver, when the
mine exploded. 3gi Iehman was instantly killed By flying metal snd
earth which siruck him in the chest, and T/4 Tanghkecker and Cpl
Benkowski were wounded in the destroyer. 5gt Skutt, in the destroy=-
8r behind, took immediaste charge of the situation, snd he, along
with Pfo Altman, removed the wounded men from the vehicle and admin~
istered Tirst aid.

-~ The atisck continued the next moradhg and the pletocn advanced
as far ag Verleumont (P630878), setting vp road Blocks while thse
Task Force continued its attack toward Sart (P654874). This %own
was cleared by the morning of & Jan, and the TD's continued through
Sert snd into Joubieval (P654862) where they remained for two days
protecting the north flank of the Task Force ss it swung its attaai
east towerd Provedroux (P690855). Although shelling had been severe
all along the route up to that point, it was particnlariy heavy
while the plsioon remained st Joubieval. Forbunately, however, there
weére no casuslties eithexr in men or vehicles.

On 10 Jen, the platéon moved into the woods southeast of Joub-
ieval snd remsimed there for two mere days, aoting ss mobile reserve.
When the snemy had been ¢lesred from Provedroux the pletoon reiurned
to Joukieval and spent the £Q1105;ng two nights there.
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*B", and ¢ Comd "A" was designated as Division Reserve. However,

on 14 Jan additional help was needed in the attack ard the platoon
moved with TF "Y" to positions in the woods just morth of Bamclain

(P665791) where it remained until 16 Jan 45. :

By this time Baclsin and Cherain (P665775) had been cleared
and on the morning of 16 Jen the platoon moved into Chersin, taking
up positlons covering southwest while the Pask Force attacked Ster-
pigny (P6T8778). At dusk the destroyers moved into Sterpigny as
the town was clesred, and remained there while TF "Y" pushed on
the following morning to the edge of the woods at (P700785).

On 18 Jan new orders were issued preparatory to securing the
tcwns of Rettigny (PET4760), and Renglexz E£579759) ineluding the
bigh ground to the south, and ¢ Comd "A" (minus TF "Y*) was ziven
that missicn. TF "Y" remsimed in pogition during this attsck and
the objective was tsken on 19 Jan and held until 20 Jan preparztory
to further movement.

On 20 Jaan T® "{" was attached to the 84th Inf Div to assist
in securing the towng of Gouvy (P719778) and Ourthe (P746781), snd
the etiack started the morning of 21 Jan. Up until this time the
2nd Platoon had remsined at Sterpigny, and when the sttack started
it moved up %o road block positions in the vieinity of (P700785),
relieving the 3rd Plstoon destroyers =zt that point. Iate that aft-
ernoon they again moved forward until they reached Gouvy, establish-
ing road blocks to the south =nd scutheast.

On 22 Jen the 84th Inf Div attascked Ourthe, and the platoon
moved out to the esst edge of Gouvy, tsking up positions behind or
keside houses on the resd leading %o Belio (P761816).

_ The two leeding desiroyers covered the area to the northeast
witile the two destroyers peazrest the town covered the area towards
Qurthe. /fter = short while the lesd destroyer commsnder observed.
movement in the woods nesr Giesbour (P755799), and Tired two rounds
of HE, renge 2400 yards, whick fell ghort. Immediately after fir—
ing he backed the destroyer behind the house near him, snd in no
more than a few moments fire was returned. However, ss this dest-

- Yoyer was no longer visible to the enemy the fire was not directed

at his position, but at a tank sitting beside the next house. The
tenk was hit on the first yound, and the two ceccupante seriously
wounded, slthough they botk climbed cut and ran towards cover. One
of the zen gained the corner of the house, but the other men fell
on the open ground under dirsct observation. It Ferchaud retrieved
the fallen soldier snd administersd Tirst aid to doth of them until
the medical aid men evacuated them. = 2

Shortly after this incident sz 1-1/2 ton truck was destroyed
as it moved up the road from Gouvy, and again a 1/4 ton truck tow-
ing s treiler loaded with mortsr smaunition was hit. This wvehicle
was noi more than 2 yards from one of the destroysrs and when the
gmmunition Began to explode the crew of the destroyer lefis. However,

even though the ammunition continued to explode beside the TD, they

returned and manned the vehicle. The corew of this destrover was
Sgt Olsen, T/4 Iong, Opl NMoriarty, snd Pvt Weishapel.

. Once more the hidden gun clesired a vietim, this time 2 57um
AT gun being towed by a 1-1/2 ton truck, snd s member of one of
the destroyer crews who had been observing the terrain frem one of
the houses thought he picked up the muzzle flash of the enemy gun.
This location was pointed out o the lead destroyer commander snd
it wes spproximetely %he ssme vicinity where the gunner had origin-—-
ally fTired the two roumds of HE. Two more rounds of HE were fired
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this time at a ramge of 3000 yards, and there wasg no mors reiurn
fire. Vhether the enemy gun was knocked out or scared away is
unknown.

Tieut Ferchaud cites this episode as a perfect example of
*fire and move". Had the destroyer remained in position afier
firing the original two vounds it would undoubtedly have received
return fire.

Thet ended the sction of the platoon, and the following day,
23 Jdan, they returned with the Task Force %o their present rest
SEYreg.

- 3zd PLATOON -

The Third Platoon, sttached to TF “XI" remained in sasekbly
aresa when the attack started, and did not move forwsrd until 5 Jan
to get up s road Block just north of Ia Veux (P625897). The grea
was heavily shelled throughout the night, and one ¥-20 crew had an
extremely fertunate escape. The li-20 was parked in a field slong-
gide the road, with CPl Brown gitiing in the drivers sest, and
8/sgt Tharnhlll reclining in the asgistant drivers' sgeat lcaning
over the geur shift levers tryinz to sisep. He was rudely awaken—
ed by a sharp blow on the shoulder which turned out to Be part of
the hatoh cover. This cover had Been struck By a heavy okject
which knocked a holes through it and bent it inward, but it was too
dark to find the object that had done the damage.

Later in the evening Lt Balmes, the platoon leader, slept in
the vehicle, and on awakening in the moraniag found that he had been
sleeping on top of & moriar dud.

The Plztoon moved the follewing day through La Vaux and on o
the high ground northeast of Verleumont (P630878). Elements of the
infantry were in front of them, snd that night one ik IV tank was
destroyed by baszooka fire Irom s few hundred yards in front of the
destroyers.

Oon 7 Jan, late in the afterncon, the platoon moved into Grand-
Sart, agein establishing a2 road block covering the approaches from
the south. The Task Porce sttacked east to Provodroux (2650855) the
nexs merninb, and the Th's moved to Sart, covering the flank of the
attacking forces. That night appreximately 1900 hours they were xeo-—
lieved by 57mm AT guns and moved in a Blinding snowstorm %o Provo-
droux. Although the distsnce travelled was only & Bit more than
three miles it was 0500 hours the next morning before they were sble
te resch the town.

s On arrival the TD's moved into poslition facing the river to the
gast, and remained there until the Tagk Force was relieved on 12 Jan
by tms‘iéth Inf Dive. During this period the shelling was simost
centinuous snd-two members of the platoon were slightly wounded. Sgt
Rricson and Pvi Katana were chopping wood between two of the build-
ings when a mortar round landed sbout 10 yards away, kmoecking both
of the men o the ground. HNeither man was badly hurt snd they werxe
not evacuated.

The only firing done by the platoon while at Provodroux consist—
ed of a burst Irom one of the machine guns on a desiroyer. Ong morn—
ing three Germens came walking up the road, spparently unsware that
the imericans were in front of them, when an infantryman in front of
the TD's called for theam to surrender they immediately Jumpsed into
the bushes slongside the road, and the destroyer sprajed the bushes
with the machine gun fire. The Germans got away.
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On 12 Jan C Comd "A" was designated ss Division Reserve,
and the 7D's pulled back to Grand-Sart with TP "X", remaining
there until the l4th. On 14 Jan the platoon moved to the vicine
ity of Pisserote (P610817) with a platoon of infantry to protect
the division's right flenk until the 2nd Armored Division moved
abreast. They were relieved that night by a platoon of light
tanks and rejoined TP "X" which had moved %o Hont Ie Ban to sid
¢ comd "B" in their sttsck.

Until 18 Jan the platoon maintained pomitions covering the
main road %o the south, and om that date were relieved tc regroup
with TF "X" for an attack on the towns of Rettigny (P674760) and
Renglez (P679760).

On 19 Jan the attack started, and the TD's moved thrangh :
Baclain, Cherain, Sterpigny, eest along the main rxoad to (P697784),
and south and east along the trail into Renglez. When they reached
Rengles they established road ®locks covering south and west, and
remained that night. The follewing morning they moved through
Sterpigny to the adge of the woods et (P)00785), and remained

there on road block umtil relieved by the 2nd Platcon on 21 Jan.
When relief was completed they moved back into the woods %o the
southwest 0 regroup with TF "X", and on 22 Jan meved %o their
present rest area.

SHOWALLER,
Lt Cel, Commanding
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