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EEADUARTERS
701ST TANK DESTROY:R BATTALION
APO L6, c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y.

1 June 194%;

SUBJECT: Operations Report '
T0 -t Adjutant General, U.S. army, Washington, D.C. (thru channels)

1. In compliance with the requirements of paragrsph 10, AR 345~
105, dated Larch 10, 1943, the following operations report of the 70lst
Tank Destroyer Battalion covering the period, 1 May 1944 to 31 May 19ik,

.is herewith sulmitted,

2. The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Journal and the Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said
statememnts is attached,

3. Previous operations 1vport submitted and including 30 April 19kl.
For the Commanding Officers

JESSE B, WRAY
Capto, 701“ T.D. Bn.
Adjutant,
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OFERATICHS OF THE TOLST TANK DESTROYER BATTALIONW
Period = 1 Kay - 31 May 194k -
Locations of 70lst T.D. Bn. beginning of periods

liap - Italy, 1/50,000
Sheets 158 I s III, IV
GSGS L229

Ba CP - 867227

Ren Co- 867224 ‘
A" Co - 991247 (atchd to o@l TD in support of 133 RCT) - guns in posn

as follows;

A=l = 008208; 011281; 0062813 001281
A=2 = 005¢93; 0052933 0042853 004282
h=3 - 0322733 0312723 0242823 022277
"B Co - 860252; B-1 861249 (6 guns); B=2 802253 (6 guns
"CH Co = Boo2lT; Cel 861247 (6 guns); C-2 8v22L5 56 guns;

Ren CP's - 8512903 876207 .and 918295
The period from kay 1 to Lay 3rd was generally without incident, "§

. ’ ) y r\_/
' JC"% Iont' “in the of 'supporting artillery with Recompy~ O
T ’ o d )}
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alssance company ranning J.;,Jfgg 55 ai’t‘ corwaryy remained in static
anti—ta.nk positions in the 34th Div, sector, They received the usual

amount of shelling but no casualities,

Cur tubes were chanzed by Crdnance, "B compaly” received first
priority. Guns were sent a few at a time so Lhut there is always a six

gun battery in firing position,
Reconnaissance comparny contimed school on radio maintenance,

Plans for relief of "A" compary by "B® company in the 3Lth Inf, Div.
sector were put into effect kay Lth, upe company officers established
liaison with "A" company to facilitate relief and conducted reconnaissan-
ce in the area, without incidemt, upn companies! guns have all been re~

tubed,. "C" company to get their guns retubed next,

MAW compary reburned to artillery positions night of 5-6 Lay,
movewent began at 2145 hrs, Relief was by platoon., Upon completion %agn
company returned to Battalion control and occupied artillery positions
vacated by YB" wompany. "B company attached to 601 TD Bn. upon closing

in anti-tank positions, Relief was completed with incidents None..

On Lay 5th kajor Doran started a school for platoon comianders in
forward observation., iveryone took great interest because, while learn-
ing the finer points of Forward 6bservation, they were also shooting

‘Kraut s,

From Liay 7th to May 12th the gun companies worked with the First
Armored Division on Tank~Infantry-Tank Destroyer problems in preparation
for future operations., Ren Co. reconnoitered routes to assembly areas

in the La Ferrier area for future operations, Pioneer Platoon also worked

-2-
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with 1st AD sweeping areas for mines, Durin; this time FU school, 10U
hrs. checks on M1O's and maintcnance of vehicles contimied., The ucual
mmber of TOT's were fired. Generally, everyone was devoting all avail-
able time for the future operation, "B" compamny vias relicved from anti-
tank role in the 34th Inf, Div. sector the night of 11-12 lay ..ibthout
incident, It was returrmed to Battalion comtrol abt 0315 iirs, in the .-ad-

iglione Sector,

Kay 12th "A" company fired on the anti-tank lest Coast [lange., "B®
company occupied artillery positions vacated by “C" cormparr’ which moved oo
assembly area vicinity 977195 in preparation for the drive ouc of the bea=

chhead,

kay 13th - Reconnaissance by "B" compun; for indirect fire pocitions
and also by transportation sectiocn for routes of supply for comin: operat-
ions. "C" company used terrain plot at lst ..b neadguarbers to study

terrain to be fougnt over,

Loy lhth - uC" compan; prepared foriard posivions in conjunction
vwith cauing op erations, Iransportotion platoon began laring cown az.o

in "B" comamy's reconnoitcred pocitions in vicinity of Le leriier,

ligy 15 = Work continued on for.ard rositions by wC! cow iy, Ua
camany [ired on the ywest Coast Arti-Tank Range. Tvo0 nevw L10's draim to
be used as corzznd vehicles in coming operation, Usual TOM 5 and neinter

ance contimued,

Loy 16 = Work on larward positions, Continued maintenznce ciicck
of all vehicles, All 1d0's to dubly and in excellent share, irc Laid to

units from proposed B, CP for coming operation, Usual T0T's fired.

kay 17 - Plans "Buffalo" and "Grasshopper® vire studied by the

-3-
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the Battalion ana preparations maue to oarry out eitier one as Vil cuse

might be, kaintenance check continued on vehilcles,

Lay 18 - Road reconn:lissance from Bn assembly area ot Le rervier

made, Preparations mace for plan "buffalo',

May 19 = Lt, Edson, in conjunction vith loth Bagrs, niede otridge ran,
Tank-Inf.~TD exercise with one platoon of "B% corpany held in Lst AL train-

ing area. Laintensnce ¢f all vehicles contimed.

May 20 - "B% company alerted for movement on order of lst AD. Fre=-

e ration for plan "Buffalo" contirueds

During the nignt of hay 21-22, “B" compary moved tO indirect fire nos-
itions in vicinity 94229l without incident. Bn. Hqe., stripped dovm, noved
to new CP located at 971271. Rcn. made morning of lay 23 to area in vicinity
of Bn, CP, also "B® Co,, ©36th which was attached i‘qrj the operation “Buffalo%,

During the hours of darimess "AW and "C" companies roved to vrepared
positions, %“C" company in vicinity 909303 with ¢cC "B", 1lst AD, and A"
company to vicinity 903l with CC "A", lst AD. May 23 the attack jumped off,
During the attack the first day "C" company had eight TD's kiiocked out by
mine.? but even with that KO'd 2 enemy tanks, "A" company had a field day by
knocking out 11 tanks and one 88, The. platoon of "B" Company that vas att-
ached to "Ch% company accounted for a "flamer", "B c;)mpany fired artillery

preparation and supporting fires with excellent results,

Crews of knocked out TD's rcported back to trains to pick up their
new MIO's and went straight back to the fight, So cnded the first day of our
all out attack with Rome and beyond as the objective, Tie Coms took all

their objectives thc first day; everything went according to plan although

- L -
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resistance was plemty stiff. e S b
The attack combinued at dawn May 2lth; all gun companles detached.

Ren. Co. manned OP at 93629 covering flank of the attack. Reported enemy
counter-attack in loth Div, sector ab 210, Sp's, NG's, and Inf. was used.

ugH c':ompan.y' s disabled MLO'swwere almost all replaced by morning of
2lith Laye. The spares of TD's in Corps are exhausted, Attack progressed with
resistance slackening, "CW compary took a few prisoners also fired a rouwd
irto a dugout erasing 10 Germans. NoO tanks reported knocked out today. So
far the companies have claimed 12 tanks, one nggn towed, 2 SP*s, 2 UT's,
and 1 Ferdinand damaged, liorale vas never higher., Recovery of MO s

continued,

During the night of 2L~25 lay a counterattack on the 150th Inf, (our

left flank) was repulsed with no penetrations,

On Lay 25th the Beachhead is no longer. The 91st Ren. Squadron and
tiue 3oth Engrs. met along coe.zst west of Littoria, Lt. Loveless of MA™"
corpany wounded today = scriously; second time on the beachhead for him,

The CP is moved formiard as the atltack progresses beyond the railroad to the
left of Cisternia. '"C" conpany reporis setiing a ';probable" Lk, VI, lioth-
ing clse reported. Our forward elenients vere at 9u2302; 9033033 9073075
9733563 960308 in the l5th Div, sector, In the lst AD sector the oth Infanty
secured Red Line (See Cverlay inclosed). Retrieving of L1O's conlinues,

Laintenance is having a tough job on this operation,

lay 26 - The.componies liave thc foilowing TD*s for duty - "a¥ Co. =
123 "B" Co. = 123 “C" Co., = 13, L, TD' s in maintenance rcpaircble; 3 sal-

vagede

The attack continued toward Velettri with resistance light, Col.

jowse vitn his task force reparted in Artena.
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"CH corpany*snocked out baotory of cdual purpode 88's, Caught them while

the men viere warking on their guns; also got 2 tanls and 2 vehicles.

Battalion alerted to move to acsembly area in vicinity 970¢75. Back

t0 our old CP. Battalion will per form naintenance for at least 2L hours.

Lay 27 - Orders are received tiab companies are still attached to same

Combaet Comands, kaintenance of all vehicles and radios. Shower trucks and

genéral clean up.

List of equipment knocked out by companies from 22 to 26 May inclusive,
‘ Some of it hadn't been reported before - everyone too busy working over the en~
emy to worry about how much damage we had done:

uB" Co, - 2 Mk. VI's, 1 tank towing a gun, 1 AT gun & i Mk, IV's,

ug" Go, - 1 bk, IV; 1 k. VI, 1 MG; 2 vehs., 8 A/T guns; 5 arty.
pieces (220 Hows,)

HAM Co. - 12 Tanks; 3 SP's; 3 A/T guns.

Received infarmation that there would be no move tonight except in

emer gency.

Lay 28 - Laintenance continues today. Bn. CO reported to General Har-
mon to discuss reconnaissance made during morning. Attack planned for morn-
ing 29 Lay. Routes. of approach and Field Order to be out as soon after 1800
nrs. as possible. It is understood that the L5th ﬁivision is to follow the

1st AD in trucks.

39 M0t s for duty. Bn, maintenance has done a fine job.
uAn company in assembly‘ area in vicinity 935300,

Lay ¢9 - The Bn., less "A" and "C" companies, detached from Division
Reserve and attached to CC "A%® with mission of maintaining contact with the

3hth and 45th Division aml furnishing A/T protection for the right flank of

-6 -
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ncH company reports armor has crossed line wWolf and is reeting little
resistance,

The Bn., CP moved to $13375 vithout incident,

1 M0 hit by enemy shellfire - 5 enlisted men wounded.

May 30 - Attack progressing satisfactorily., "C" company reports thut
they are 300 yards past phase line Oscar, "B" comparny reports that they cre
with the right people and tlmt everything is going OK.

Major Redding, Battalion Cmdr., was injured in an automobile accident

and evacuated, Major Doran assumed conzand,

May 31 - The attack continued, kLesistance was pretty stiff. Jerry
was using mcre artillery and anti-tank fire than usual, The companies said

it looked like our stuff coming in instead of German,

lst 4D is going to reshuffle troops tonight - some that should be in
CC "A" sector are in CC "B" and vise versa, Tanks will initially be out in
front of infantry but will pull back after infamtry has dug in, altho some
will be left well forward in direct sugport of the Infantry, CC of CC "A"
asked if we would be able to stay vihere we vwere :fdthout extra help; also to
submit reQuest for defensive fires and give accurate location of our elewernts,

All this was dore., Tnere was no counterattack during the night,

The period ended with companies detached and in position;

(Bn - "A% & ®#Ch Co's,) reinf. by Ren Co. lst AR - Attached to CC "A"
"B® Co, - 87336, BL - 8oclol; B2 - 873392; B3 - 872403
Rcen Co. = 872383. Fwd elememts - 801389,
OP - 868389. Ren lst AR - 872383, Fwd
el ements - 808403 and 8601LG3.

ncu company attacned to CC “B#
ugch Co, - 859401, G - 8574023 C2 - 85LLO3; C3 - 857402

BA® company attached to CC mA"™
uA¥ Co, - 913373; Al ~ 873L03; A2 - 913373; A3 - 913373
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Amuunition expended during period:
HE - - - 11187
Time - - 143
Smoke- - a1
APC- - - 857

Total 12598
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HEADQUARTERS
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO L6li, c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y.

1 June 194l

LESSONS LEARNED IN QOBBAT

Gun Companiess
I. In the recent operations it was quickly learned that a 13th

110 proved of great value to the company commander for the close comuand of
his platoons which would have been impossible without the use of a comuand
vellicle containing the same degree of mobility and fire power,

2. There were conflicting views as to whether the liaison officer
should be sent to Combat Command or the Battalion with which the company
is working vwhen a TD company is attached to other units, However, it has
generally proved to be more effective when the company liaison officer was
placed with the Combal Commnand,

3. High ranking officers of supported units have often tried to

‘use T s as tanks, liowever, a destroyer cannot be used as a tank; we cannot

tire while moving, and we do not have the machine guns and maneuverability
of tanks, The TI* s should employ their own methods of destroying targets
even when located by some ta nk officer. One excellent opportunity was lost
because a coupany cormander of a tank unit told one section when to fire and
vhen not to fire, The TD's, thenselves, shoauld know better just when and at

what to fire thman ot units,

L. The platoon should always be amployed as a unit. One gun, by
itself, is n®& eilfective protection for tanks. Always use two guns or more
togetlier so tiat they have mutuul support,

5. Ti?s can support Ll and &5 tanks at supporting distance
usually between assault amd reserve companies, You cannot support anyone
frou: 4oQ or uare yards back in the usual terrain encountered in Italy., Nei-
ther can it be done right in among the supported units, for then you are
neutralized by the same fire. A supporting unit should never allow itself
to be brought under tne same fire as the unit supported, Encugh room must
be kept for sufficiemt naneuvering and still offer efficient support.

U. Taniks will sometimes storm ahead and seemingly forget about
their susporting TD* s, However, this need not occasion any worry among the
Tr s; tne tanis wiil always be glad to send back a guide as soon as the TDr s
are needed,

T Suuparted units often do not disseminate sufficient inforuation
of friendly troops and locations, OCn nare than one occasion our TD*s drew
friendly artillery fire, One conclusion drawn was that the neadquarters
of the supuorted unit must aavise the artillery of our locations, as they
had the responsibility of placing yhe T s in tnat location,

8. dhe TD 3" gun is fine and arew many commendations from infantry,
tanxs, ana othier supported w.its for its powsr and speed, but, with a TD
more 1ishtly armored than a tank, it is highly wvulnerable to anti-tank fire,
When moving against anti-tank guns across an open ileld, encugh infantry
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shoulu be provided Lo rove ahead amd overcone such obstacles upon calil,
The point carmot be overcrphasized tiat a Tank Lestrorer yun is even p.ore
wilnerable thair o tark itsell vhen encounterin; enceiy aavi-tang mns,

9. Wne 2" gun, while lacidiy tue velocity ol one or owo Gerrian
eapOle, is verr capable in dealing .ith these so-called 'supcrior! sveopons
of the derians. This is due to a 1irge part to poou construction of the
vehicle, fasv operetion of the gun, augressive crews, and excellent anrmun-
ition, Fast expericnce nas tausnt us not to rely on tne firec of ore jun
vhen the nasse¢ Iire of ..amy guns can be concentratew on targets such as
heavy armcr and SP guns. Since the principle oi nassed {irc was adopted
in tne battalion, resulis nave shown a narked luprovenent,

10. while vhe .d0's vere not juite fast encugh to wcep up vdtn
the lignt tanks, they gave a survrisingly good perforiance in operatin, cross-
country and in oifileult terrain, An expert driver is of prime importance
in getting vtiere you vant to go. In proper condition, an MlO could go any-
siere a light tank could except in extremely narrow defiles, TD#s should
attempt to outmaneuver eremy neavy arwer, to try for side shots or virere
arwor is thinner whenever possible. ''eamiork by a gun section or larger
units is necessary to deriwve the maximm benefits from the employment of
TI* s agairnst enery heavy amor., A single TD is almost helpless vhien sent
alone against German heavy armor such as the "rerdinand."

11, rpithe infantry security should be provided or vhe TD' s shauld
pull back aru consolidate with the tanis at night for protection against en~ -

ery infantry.

12, A power traverse would bc a great asset for the K10. In a
Tast moving situation, it is of utmost importance to get on a target to the
flanic, and even rear, rapidly amd accurately. Drivert's hatch should be
hinged so turret may rotate with the hatch open,

13, Vision slits are needed in the MO turrets, The battalion
lost a mumber of men during the past operations because of snipers. When
operating with tanks, enemy infantry is of ten by—pas_sed, yet the only way
the platoon or section leader can observe is by raising his head out of the
turret, .

1. A Sponson mzchine gun is badly needed in the MIO to emphas-
ize a repeat in "Lessons Learmed". ihen operating with tanks where the MOt s
are well out in fromt of our own infantry, a Sponson or Lap gun is an ab- .
solute necessity,

15, Home light sets zre one of the biggest fuel savers the army
has, but 110!'s are not equipped with them, Instead we must run two engines .
about 35% of the time just to keep the batteries charged so that the radios ' .
might be operated. In a static defensive position, the waste of fuel is ‘
practically 1004 for the sole purpose of keeping the batteries charged.

16, Gunners should be instructed not to shoot at the middle of
the target but always at the base. When shooting down hill, shoot less than
the judged distance if you are quite some distance above the target,

17. Disabled destroyers shouldnot be towed over great distances

by T-2's to Battalion kwintenunce; rather, they should be placed on retriev-
ers and transparted back, Too much time was lost by T=2 towing disabled
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18. The firing celenoid cifcuit box should be placed in a well in
the interior of the fighting compartment., It seems to always be in the way,
Also, 1t is much safer for the crews to sleep in their cestroyers wien the
mlOt 8 are in a "hot" position, If the firing celenoid were in tie compzrb-
ment, four men could sleep across the floor of the vehicle yuite comtortablp.

i
IS

19. Three trucks attacned to each company should uprove the supply
system, Supplies should go along vith comparny headquarters znd snould in-
clude sufficient fuel for 200 miles of operation, However, this woulc aep—
end more or less on the situation,

20, It is an old maxim of war that in any case where 2 unit is
attached to a larger unit, the latter supplies all cormron isems. In such
tacti@l situations as those just concluded, it is imperative tuazb %hls
principle be mandatory for all units so attached, This has been found “hc
most pragmatic means of supply, and only one unit “o vhich e viere attacied
even suggested such a plan. The larger units should furnish uides for such
articles as fuel ad amunition vhen the campary is broken down —o platocns
or less, A still better plan is to carry a limited buli supply in the train
of the supported unit,

21, Communiations scr-eants should have z blocized cut venicle,
preferably an L=20 or an M3 H/T to carry out ravio raintenznee 2t nizht
in forward positions, If possible, our 0l0 radios shoulc all rave the tonxerst
crystal. Coimunication to the platoon leader only is not of suf:icient bene-
fit as such. Since the battalion crystal im't used, viy not take it out anc
substitute the t-nimrst (if avellabla), 0.0 =7 0 oA o e A1
platoon leaders' L10's, If a 13th .10 is adopted as a counond acsorojer,
it shouldhave ore 00§ radio, one 610, and one 510 radio.

-~

Itecor:.alssance Company:

1, The Battalion Com.ander ¢: a Taniz Destroyer babtzlion dozs not
have sufficientuse for a l‘cn, company in an arrcred attack to jusoliy its
use only for tiat battelion., In fluld warfare, somz six ofiicurs ard 120
enlisted men are often wasted tecause of izck of a suitable miscion,

2, Tne presert organizational setup of the len., Co. dces not pro-
vide for its effective use in forvard hen, This ailies esreciaily te lant
Destro_ er battalions assisned to armored Divisions, - In this pact operation,
tie lhien, comparny of this Battalion was assigned tiie mission of forward and
flak redonnaissance for a tank-infantry combut conmand in the atteck,. The
predominance of venicles in the comany are 1/4 ton trucus and these 1/4 ton
vehicles preccded the actual tank actack by some 1000 to 1500 yzrds, Due
to the knovledge by the reconnaissance nersonnel ¢ t.ieir extrene valier-
ability, il was impossible for them to assure tihe aggressive sririt so nec-
ecsary in successful reconnaissance vork, ‘

3« Unlike Africa vhere the 1/4 ton t¥uck provided ti.e best Hen,
venicle, tne sare venlicle is no longer so valuable in itzly. This is due
both to e nature of thce verrain and Lo %iie nature of tiie coitat involved,
The 5 armored car is a satistactory wvehicle for Ken.

4o If the Ren, Comzaly is to Le detacixd from vhe Battalion for
reconnaissance nissions for the Division or combat commands, the organizat-
ion of the Rcne platoon rmst be so chapged as vo provide a sufiicier weapon
in that platoon to accomplish the mission, A plctoon of 5 LB armored cars
or 3 B's and 2 k20's would be a satisfactory orcznization, )
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TROTEN
5 AN assault pun from vhc combab corxond or povislon cacula be
ttocied Lo Uihe Rlen, coniany ii it 1o ¢o nrececde VLILIS AN URe abeacs,

(W]

.ieadquarters:
Tt 1s rccommended tihat Babttalion liead ucriters e wuvaorized .o
e
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110t s to relay more wna better inforrction to hijicr headqu . riers and U0 Lre -
vide excellent control over the guns of all corpanies,

Trains:

1, During the last operation it was Zound to te very oiifficuit if
not impossible to supply all the line companies every day vhile The coivun-
ies were detached from the battalion wnid operaiing on difierent asxes of su .1y
and advance,

2., Companies must cooperace with Trains to tie fullest cixtenww in
furnishing guides and advising their lccationg,
-
3, Selection of Trains locabtion should be flexible and Iur enough
forward to naintain good comrunicaticns with Battalion He: iquarters.

Battalion khaintenances
T, It is important that maintenance knows the exact location of
the companies and that the companies are aware of the precise location of
laintenance, liaps should be distributed to tlie haintenance crews for the
location of road nets and the nen should be constantly brieted on the crewy
situation,

2. when a TD is disabled, its eitact locatiaqn mmst be reported,
kainterance cun then quickly fimd it and either repair or retrieve.

. 3. During a fast moving operation such as_the last action, the
Division shoxid have a laintenance Radio ket, and this applies particularly
to an Armored Division, It would facilitate our lomting units of the lLain-
tenance Battalion and helps them to locate supporting units., When emergency
parts are needed, they can be secured more rapidly. Locations of abandoned
or destroyed ctuipment can also be giwven quickly.

L, The equipment supplied by the Army for the handling and towing
of tanks ard TD's are not heavy enough, <Tow clevis, pitles, rings, wd
chialns are, in generaly too light., Tow bars are not strong enough to tow TD¥s
over rough country without failing. The germans have a very good ieavy
constructed tow bar which is made of solid steel. Evefy effort should be
made to improve our amipment, Correct information as to company needs vould
speed up all maintenunce amd recovery.

Conmunigations Officers

T,  The present method of changing crystals in the 510 radios of
the platoon leaders' 1l0's as they change assignment from tank comparny to
tank company is too slow, Radio maintenance is unable to change the crystals
rapidly enough to keep the platoon leader in radio contact with the tani
company., ‘1He only remedy for this is to assign two TD cooperative chamnels
for the tanks to have in all thelr 506's, The 10 s could then operate on
one or the other of their 510vs, To install 508ts in the destro; ers would
take up too much room in the present X10, If the fuiure tank destroyer has a
place for a 608 or 508 in the turret, the problem could be solved nuch iore

satisfactorily,
.,{.-i- g ‘1 - . -
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