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HRADQUARTERS
70139T TANK DESTROYErx BATTALION
APO 4oh, c¢/o Postmaster, Mew York, N.Y.

Month of Mar L

1 Aprid 19Uk
SUBJECT: Operations Report
70 3 Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C. (thru channels)
1, In compliance with the requirements of paregraph 10, AR 345-105,

dated March 10, 1943, the following operatioms report of the 701st Tank

Destroyer Battaliom covering the period 1 March 19hiy to 31 March 194k, is
herewith submitted, - N

2. The operations covered in this report are statements from the Unit

Journal and the Battalion Diary, and supporting evidence for said statements
is attached,

3. Previous operations report submitted and including 29 Redb 19Ll.
For the Commanding Offiocers
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Capt{/ T01st B Bn.,
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QPERATIONS OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION &
Period - 1 March - 1 March 194k N
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AID 2 gums at 9912%.

Reconnzissance compamy recommoitered for direct fire positions for *B®
company in vicinity of Conca. "B" moved at 1630 hrs 1 March to asseably area
in vicinity 976170 prior to occupatiom of positions in the Conca area. Dur-
ing the regroupimg in the assembly area in vicinity of 976176 "B* company
received hsavy enemy artillery fire, woumding Lt. Neeleman the company
exscutive officer seriously, killing one R, Sgt. Outlaw, and damaging

one ¥-10,

"A" company at the beginming of the month was continuing with its maim—
tenanoce, rehabilitation, and training of new gun crews, Preparations and
plans for moving of three M-10's from in the vicinity of the "Flyover® were
laid out in cooperation with the Bmn, maintenance and Piomser platoon. The
recovery work was planned to go into effect as soom as weather permitting |

and pemiss.ia: obtained from troops in vicinmity of the *Flyover.®

The battalion trains on 2 March were forced to move to a new location-in
vicimity of §75218. Movement was necessary because of the occupation of
of positions within the area by the 938 FA Bn. (155am Hows). The trains
closed in the new area at 1930 hrs.

ilate in the afternoon of the 2 March the third platoon of B* company
was alerted to move to the 3rd Inf, Div. sector to reinforce the anti-tank
defenses, The nigh! of 2-3 March two platoons from "B company moved into
the 3rd Inf., Jiv. in position with mission to be in mobile anti-tank reserve.

After three unsuccessful days of reconnoitering for indirect fire pos
itions for *B" company by Rcn. company positions were found in vicinity of
970157 on L4 March, The night of L~5 March two platoons closed in indirect
fire positions., The fcllowing morning "B" company tiec in with the 69th
AFA Bn, 3urveying of gun positions and registration of "B" company was
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Supervised Ty the cPih Ara Bn, =Ren, company set w an OP in the vicinity

of (L7201l vc observe the fires for "B" company in the 33F sector.

fcn, company on 7 March meved the CP in 3SF sector froa vicinity 007201

to vicinity OCT1E6.

"a" company after 12 days of maintenance, rehabpilitation, ané train-
ing was placed in Corps reserve on 7 March. Plans were formulated to
relieve "5" company o45 TD Bn, in direct fire positions by "A" company
701st TD Bn. in vicinity of 876283. The relief was plammed to take place
on the night of 8-9 and 9-1C karch. 4 night reconnaissance was accomp~
lished by ken. company on the night 7-8 Karch of forward direct fire posit-
ions to be occuppied by "A" company. Capt. Clarke of Ren. company made the
reconnaissance and recomaended that guns can reach houses in vicinity of

876283 and 883283 to occupy direct fire positions in the houses,

The night oI 7-8 March “C" company operating with the 60lst TD Bn,
in the 3rd Inf, Div sector relieved one platoon of "B" company o0lst ™
Bn. The anti-tank position consisted of night and day direct fire posit-
ions; night positions 2 guns at $83298; day positions 2 guns at 985302.
Two guns were held in reserve in the vicinity of 974287,

8 March battalion contacted the British Recce, 6th Armd. Infantry, and
olSth TD Bn. in conjunction with "A" company's TD guns occupying d.';rect
fire positions in vicinity of 879283 and 883283 on night of 8-9 March,
After sundown on 8 March on night of 8-9 March the pioneer platoan moved out
to build a road and fortify positions to be occupied by thg "A" company
guns in the vicinity of 879283 and 863283, The work by th;a piomeer plat-
oon was completed by 2200 hrs and 2 guns of "A" company closed into direct
fire positions at 2345 hrs without am incident, The following morning, 9
March, 6 guns of "A" company closed im indirect fire positions in vicimity
of 862253 and U4 guns remained in vicimity of 865229 held their position
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in rreparatior to occuny direct fire positioms in vicinity of 878275, 878273,

272209, and 876209 on the night of 3-1C March,

At nmoon § March "C" company and 3ré plat, "B company attached to 001st
-, Bn. reverted back to the comtrol of lst Armd, Division. ™"C" company
was notifiec anc alerted for movemenmt at 2000 hrs om night of $-10 March,

The relief to be effected by 501lst =, Bn, and o begin at dusk.

Lisison was estatlished with oClst T0 Ba. and preparations were made
for the relief and movement of "C" company and the 3rd platoon of "B
comoany, .ne 3rd platoon of "B" company was moved to an assembly area im
vicinity of §73195. The following morning the 3rd platoon was moved into
indirect fire positions in vicimity of $76218, "C* company, upon relisf
by cOlst 7w Bo, mcved %o assembly area in the vicinity of 95421l where it

spent the fcllowing tem iays on maintenance anc rest.

The folicwing three days, 10th through 13th March, were quiet and not
moch activity transpired in the battalion. The whole extent of the activity
was firing of 18 guns in indirect fire positions; 6 "A" company guns, 12
"ZY company Zuns, and manning of P's at 903272 and 876267. The (P at
908272 observed a mission for 938 FA Bn (155 Hows) on enemy artillery

pa*tery. The area was well covered and battery neutralised.

The aftermoon of 13 March liaisom was established with Sth (Br.) Inf.
vUivision by Capt. a.B. Morrison, equipped with radio and messenger, OCapt.
kerrison worked with the British R.A, coordinating the fires of 6 *A®* Co,

guns ani 12 "E" Co. in support of the Sth (Br.) Inf. ¥iv.

Nignt of 131l karch “B* company moved from indirect fire positions
in vicinity of 909150 and 976218 to vicinity 8oo2UT. "3% company put in
position 2 six gun batteries in vicinity of 66lo00=-2L560 and R6100-21568 to

support the Br. R.4, of 5th (Br.) Inf, Div. "B" company's FDC coordinated
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and handled fires for cheir two 6 gun batteries, and o..s 6 gun battery of

"AM company.

Ren, company set up OP's in vicinity of 903270, 876267, and 883283 th e
morning of 15 March, The OP's and "A" and "B" companies worked in FM chamnel
of Ren., reoceiving sensings on observed targets direct from forward obser-
vers, Fire missions requiring heavier caliber guns were relayed from Rcn.
company command half-track via telephone to 938th FA Bn, (155 Hows) or
91st AFA Bn, (105 SP Hows), Lt. Boemning supplemented the ground OP's
by arranging for ’a.ir OP flights with 1st AD artillery Piper Cubs, The
ground OP's remained in same vicinity through the close of the period,

Six guns of "A" company and 12 guns of "B* company remained in indirect
fire positions from 13 March through the close of the period. The night
of 20-21 March the 6 guns of."A" company which were in direct fire posit-
ions moved to the vicinity of 861249 into indirect fire positions. The
move of these 6 guns of "A" company into indirect fire positions made
fowr 6 gun batteries in indirect fire positions. The guns of "A" and
"B" company were tied-in with the 91lst AFA Artillery. "A" and "B" compan-
ies remained 4in indirect fire positions through the end of the period.

Night of 18-19 March the 1st platoon. of "C" company moved out from
vicinity of 95421k to SSF sector to support a contemplated attack by our
troops, DBefore the platoon reached the assigned remdesvous in the SSF °
sector prior to attack, the attack was called off and the platoon was
ordered back to company assembly area in vicinity of 95421k, The follow-
ing morning 19 March "C" company reconnoitered the SSF sector for u'tﬂ.lery
positions, Positions were foumd in vicinity of 975190 and plans were
made for occupation of those positions the might of 19-20 March, The
movement was made without incidemt, closing im reconnoitered areas at 2100
hrs. The company split into 3 four gun batteries, one at 975187, one at
975220, and ome at 975190, Lt. Lewis surveyed "G" company's guns the  follow-
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ing morning and with the aid of 69th AFA Bn. the guns were registered and
tied-in with the 69th AFA FDC, on the 22 March, lt, vld.son of "C" company
established an OP in SSF in vicinity of OlLlL3.

The gun companies of the battalion remained in artillery roles until
the 25 March when “C" company was alerted to relieve "B" campany, 60lst ™
Bn. in direct fire positions in 3rd Inf, Div. sedtor. Preparations and plans
were made with 601st TD for the relief during the night of 25-26 March.
Movement, began at 2200 hrs and "C" company closed in direct fire positions
at 2400 hrs; one gun at 008288, 1 gun at 011282, 1 gun at 006282, 1 g at
004287, 1 gun at 989279, 1 gun 989282, 2 guns 005293; the 3rd platoon with
li guns remained at 973196 im reserve, The company CP located at 9912u8.

The 25 March was a red letter day for the battalion., At approximately
1400 hrs lt, Col. King was seriously wounded and Captain Whitsit, "B" Co.
commander, 1ightly wounded from a 3% shell fired from gun of 89Lith D Bu. .

Col. King, Col, McPheters and Capt. Whitsit were having a conference outside

of "B" company's CP at 866247 when the accident occured, The 3" shell hit ’

a branch of a tree directly above them causing an air burst. It. Col, McPheters
of 91st AFA Bn, died in route to the hospital.

Capt. Bowden, company commander of Hgs. company and senior officer,
assmed command of the battalion, At 1700 hrs 25 March, Capt. John S, King,
Bn, S5-3, assumed command per authority contained in letter 1st Armd, Division,
dated 25 March 19Lk. Capt. Johm S, King appointed Capt. Wray, Bn. 5-1, as
exscutive officer in addition to his S-1 duties, and Lt. Cady, "BR company

assumed command of "B" company.

WA" gnd “B" companies continued in an artillery role, with Ren., company
manning OP through close of period. “C" company, in direct fire positions,
woridng with the 34th Inf, Div., harrassed the enemy nightly by coordin-
ated "shoots" with the imfantry., Night of 31 March a "shoot" was coordin-
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ated with 168 RCT, 34th Inf, Division. Two guns from 1lst platoon, "C" com-
pany moved to within 600 yards of an enemy strong point, (house #1lL). Ai; a
prearranged signal the infantry illuminated the target by means of flares
fired from mortars. The two guns fired 77 rounds, about half HE and half
APC BUF in 3 minutes., The '"shoot" created a bedlam in enemy sector with the
enemy retaliating with MG and mortar fire, Despite the heavy MG and mortar
fire the two guns moved back into their direct fire positions without any

casualities or damage to the ¥-10's,

At 1100 hrs 30 March, Major F.M, Doran, executive officer of 68th AFA
Bn, assigned to the battalion by lst Armored Division, assumed command of
the battalion. The new battalion commander appointed Capt. J.S., King,
executive officer, Lt, Cox of "C" company, S-3, and Capt. A.B., Morrison

as survey and special services officer,
Locations of 70lst T.D, Bn. at end of periods

Bn, CP - 867227, Bn. Trains - 875218, A Com-
any CP - 860252; A=l (6 guns) -

9; A=2 (5 E -
. B Company CP = 82621&7; (Bel (6 gums) - géhZ T3
B-2 (6 guns) - . C Co CP - 991248, C-1 -
01827k4; 019268; 01L267; EI?%EC‘—? - 989279; 989282;
(2 guns) - 005293, C-3 - 008288; 011282; 006282; 00L287.

Ren C CP = 867225, OP8s - 876267; 8512903 918295.
Bn"Tﬁae c%"etacmmt with Trains - 8§75218.




Shell, HR, M2, FDMB - - _ 10878
bhell, HE, mz, Fm Msh -------- 2,4
She i I S = - 70
Shell, SnOke ----------- 228
TOTAL - - - _ __ __ _ _ 11270

CASUAJJTIES:
KING, Harrison Lt, Col, SWA
WHITSIT, Robert J. Capt, LRA
- > Leonard 4, 1st Lt, SWA
KENNEDY, ~ Joseph g, lst Lt, LA
Qutlaw, Ernest L, Sgt., KIA
Simmons, Russell w, Sgt., . LWA
Arant,, Henry L, T/l WA
Scott, Charles H, T/5 LWA
Smith, Chester A, T/5 LWA
dnarz, Bdwapd Pfe, SWA
Srbaggsdill, Harold Pvt, WA
Clarke, Carrol1l J, Pvt, IMA
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HEADQUARTERS 70150 TalK DESIRCYER BATTALION
APO L46l, ¢/ o Postmaster, N,Y,C., N.Y,

. 1 April 294k
 COMBAT LESSQNS LEARNED FOR PERIOD 1 MARCH = 3L BaktCH

1., The M-8 and M=-20 vehicles with any prolonged usage far radio camnuri-
cation are presenting excessive amount of el ectrical maintenince. The wealmess
1ies in the generator and vdltage regulators in the L-8 and M=, Due bto the
type of electrical equipment used in these vehicles, repair and regulsztions is
almost out of Question, leaving the only alternative of carplete replacement
of the generator and voltage regulator, This means of mzintenance is sresentiig
a problem becaise of the limited amount of electrical parts availatle for tle
=8 and k=4 vehicles,

2, High velocity gun tubes, namely, the 3 inch TD gun, cun be preserved
and maintained very satisfactorily by using diesel fuel as a solvent und clean-
jng agent, Tubes in this battalion have fired an approximate average of 200
rounds each and in a recent ordnance inspection were classed in good condition
without any signs of excessive deterioration. -

3., Recently this battalion started to use weather corrections on all un-
observed fires with excellemt results, We get the Meteoroll.glcal messages from
Corps Artillery Net. A relatively short time is required to figure a Letro ard
it is well worth the trouble, A powder taermometer would be extrerely usei:l,
At present we have to call on a nearby artillery unit tc cet the powder ta'pera=-
ture,

L. Replacements, toth officers and enlisted personnel, received in th
past month by this battalior show considerable lack of JL tr ninc, Tebicenhle
weainesses are ratio mroce re and ceneral knowledpe of Fk radics. Map readin,
gunnery, and general :novledge of the capabilities of *"~ 1210 2 T T
in nary cases, :

.

5. There are o irect sights equipped with nigfni li~hiing ‘evices in e

tattalion, Our ri n® 1it'rng device for the mamoraric ciht is : home rale cor-
traption which works witi 1izitstions hub it Is cbill not good ancuzh, IV iS5 Ue
perstive tiat ve ces bl 2 direct sisnt with nigit lighting levice fizizes o

a nirn%t li-uting cevice “cr hie pancramic sighi.

R

6, When raiii Tarce cnifLe hoave found an ervro ~yve el oo 0T
crest as Z)ﬁ. To o rrect for tiis we have Lwo cor muie e Je ozl ition
tc the base point, Tr e~~ n-rce Kha chacl matel TaTlan .o.e al oo
so that when a tarce’ located in tue vieinliy of tus ¢ e noing o o o “rel
the sift is giver from the checkt point,

when figerInc ..iit IFts, the data for each check »rint is compubel -7

1. .3 - - oy 4o £~ ~1r \ net- t 2 -~ - R - L
tr-t ives us Letr. sorresticors far onoaren "OOF enc cife L 1200 Tards twer oo
NP L S 1. ‘et ™ I o’ B . at ey I v e e Tt ot

ghovt of Lhe cheelr noirt, Telloer o % 1~ reundc, we "1c Ure Lo rve an Tet L

s gt Aty o - - o PR | A 3 L ) v e L
~pomer Lebro correcs.ons Yo vnobservel noscertrotlors lred Looench ghecs mTor
LI,
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