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713 TANK Dti0!Rgat BATALION 
APO stUc/o PowtmasterMew York, N.To 

I Aprfl.19W4 

SUBUCT: Operations Report 

TO a Adjutant (Gnral, U.S. Ar, Washington, D.C. (thru chamels) 

1. In codace with the rquirenexa of paragraph 10, AR 345-l05,
dated March 1o, 1943, the lwing operatias report of the 701st Tank 
Destroyer Battalo comv the period 1 ch 194 to 31 March 194, is
 
herewith submittt.
 

2. oThecyrations covered in ths report are ts from the Unit 
Journal the Battalion Diary, and s omr evidemce fbr sid statmata 
i. attach 

3. Previous operations ror sm tted and inclmding 29 Nob 191. 

Fr the Cammdig Officers 
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AND 2 gs at 9239. 

naconaisa ce o ruomitered for direct f r positions for 3B 

cOqa in vicinity of Conea, mowed at 183) hrs 1 March to ass ly area 

in vicinity 97a17o prior to occiqntioa of positi in the Corne area.. Iur­

in the regroupmg in the assl!y area in vicinity of 976176 'B' MW 

re d heAvye artillery fire, wovauig Lt. a un the 

axecutive officer seriously, killing me U, St. Outlaw, and dagn 

one WM-10. 

A" copaq at the bq-ing of the m INh c n vwith itsaim 

tenae, rehabilitatn, aMd training of w a crWs. Fr ions md 

plaw for moving of threen -10's from in the viciy of the flyovmr were 

laid out in cooperatio withthe Bm. antenanoe and Pomer platoon fThe 

recovery trk s planed to go into effect as non as atmher permittin 

and permission obtained fr troops in vicinity of the 'flywer.' 

The battalion train on 2 March were forced to move to a new locatin in 

vicinity of 875218. Moment was necessary becaue of the occupation of 

of positions within the area by the 938 FA h. ($15 s). The trains 

closed in the new area at 193) hra. 

Late in the afternoon of the 2 March the third platoon of B" ccmaw 

us alerted to move to the 3rd laf. Div. sector to reinforce the anti-tank 

defenses. The night of 2-3 March two platoons frcs 'B comauy moved into 

the 3rd Inf. Jiv in position with missio to be in mobile anti-tank reserve. 

After three unsuccessful days of reconzitering for indirect fire pos 
itions for 'B" coany by rn. coqaq position. are found in vicinity of 

970157 on U March. The night of 2.-5 March two platoons closed in indirect 

fire positions. The frflowin morning 'B" oompany tied in with the b9th 

ilk Bn. Surveying of gun positions and registraticn of "B" company was 
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sLe.erVisea Iy"the c3h A 3t.nA tn. company set up an OP in the vicinity 

of C72Il to observe the fires for "B" co any in the 6SF sector.
 

Rcn. company on 7 March moved the CP in 3SF3 sector from vicinity 007201 

to vicinity C7d6. 

A,61 coupany after 12 days of maintenance, rehabilitation, and train­

ing was placed in Corps reserve on 7 March. Plans were formulated to
 

relieve "n" company o45 TD Bn. in direct fire positions by "A" company
 

701st TD Bn. in vicinity of 876283. The relief mas plarmed to take place
 

on the night of 8-9 and 9-10 Larch. A night recomaissarce was accomp­

lished byRcn. company on the night 7-8 March of forward direct fire posit­

ions to be occuppied by "A" company. Capt. Clarke of Ron. companM made the
 

reconnaissance and recommended that guns can reach houses in vicinity of
 

876283 and 683283 to occupy direct fire positions in the houses.
 

The night of 7-8 March "C" company operating with the onst TD Br.
 

in the 3rd Inf. Div sector relieved one platoon of "B" company Olst TD
 

Bn. The anti-tank position consisted of night and day direct fire posit­

ions; night positions 2 guns at 983298; da positions 2 guns at 985302.
 

Two guns were held in reserve in the vicinity of 974287.
 

8 March battalion contacted the British Recce, 6th Armd. Infantry, and
 

oh5th TI) Bn. in conjunction with "A" company's TD guns occupying direct
 

fire positions in vicinity of 879283 and 883283 on night of 8- March
 

After sundown on 8 March on night of 8-9 March the pioneer platoam moved out
 

to build a road ad fortify positions to be occupied by the "V oma
 

guns in the vicinity of 879283 and 883283. The srkby the pioneer plat­

oon was completed by 2200 bra and 2 guns of 'V" copn closed into direct
 

fire positions at 2315 thrs witiwut an incident. Th folloming morin, 
9
 

March, 6 guns of "A" compn closed in indirect fire positions in vicinty
 

of 862253 art 4 guns remained in vicinity of 865229 held their position
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in to occiry direct fire positions in vicinity of 878275, 878273, 
Treparation 

P29,and 870209 on the right of 9-10 March. 

coqany attached to ttlst
9 March QC' ccaany a 3rd plat. 'B"At noon 

to the cotrol of ist Arma. Divisi. NCO c S 
Bn. reverted back 

hrs wi night of 9-10 March.
1W not ified aria alerted for aovement at 2CUO 

Olst TD Bn. ad t o begin at dst.
The relief to be effected by 

and preparations wre ate 
Liaison vas established with oClst 5 Eh. 

of C" company and the 3rd platoon of 'BB 
relief and movementfor the 


moved to an asstMbly area in
 
of "B" compazy wasTne 3rd platooncompan7. 


Vs moved into
the 3rd platoen
The following morning

vicinity of 973195. 


'0' cowaW, upon reliaf
 
indirect fire positions in vicinity of 976218. 


assetly area in the vicinity of 95,214 tbere it
 
by eOlst 7 Ba. moved to 


and rest.
ten on maintenancespent the following iays 

wre quiet and mt10th through 13th March,
The follcwing three days, 

etant of the activityThe whole
activity transpired in the battalion.
cach 


guns in indirect fire positions; 6 'A' cOUiy guns, 12 
was firing of 18 

at

and zming of OP's at 908272 " 87279 The 

L;" corany gur2, 


FA B (155 Hows) on enemy artillery

93E272 observed a mission for 938 


ihe area was wiU covered and battery neutrallsed.

battery. 

of 13 March liaison was established with 5th (Br.),, f. 
rhe afternoon 

mess r. Capt. 
division by Capt. AB. Iorrison, equipped with radio 

and 

worked with the British R.A. coordating 
the fires of 6 'AN Go.
 

kcrrison 

ani& 12 "z" Cc. in support of the 5th (Br.) Inf. A.iv.
 

guns 

moved from indirect fire poiticiks
Nignt of 13-14A March 'B' cay 


and 976215 to vicinity 8062147. "3" coqiafly put in
 
in vicinity of 9v915
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2 six gun batteries in vicinity of bol(Cr245W 
and 86t)O-2h568 to
 

Dositiol 

"5U company's FIX) coordlinated
h.k. of $th (Br.) Inf!. Div.suWorOt tie Br. 
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and handled fires for their two 6 gun batteries, and o._ 6 gun battery of 

"Am company. 

Ron. compa set up OF's in vicinity of 903270, 876267, and 883283 th e 

morning of 15 March. The OP's and "A" and "B" companies worked in FM channel 

of Ron., receiving sensings on observed targets direct from forward obser­

vers. Fire missions requiring heavier caliber guns were relayed from Rcn. 

c3ay cn[aw4 half-track via telephone to 938th FA Bn. (155 Hows) or 

91st AFA Bn. (105 SP Hows) lit. Boemni supplemented the ground OP's 

by arranging for air OP flights with 1st AD artillry Piper Cubs, The 

grout OP's remained inasie vicinity through the close of the period. 

Six guns of "A" companyad 12 guns of "Bu compan remained in indirect 

fire positions from 13 March through the close of the period. The night 

of 20-21 March the 6 guns of. "A" oompan which were in direct fire posit­

ions m to the vicinity of 861249 into indirect fire positions. The 

move of these 6 guns of "A" compay into indirect fire positions made 

four 6 gun batteries in indirect fire positions. The guns of 'A" and 

'B company were tied-in with the 91st AFA Artillery. "A' mad "B" compan­

ies remained in indirect fire positions through the end of the period. 

Night of 18-19 March the 1st platoon. of "C' o mpany moved out from 

vicinity of 95U2lh to 87 actor to support a oontemplated attack by our 

troops. hfore the platoon reached the assigned rendesvous in the 38 " 

sector prior to attack, the attack was called off and the platoon was 

ordered back to comanj assembly area in vicinity of 95U214. The follow­
ing morning 19 March '0' company recoonno it ered the 83 sector for artillery 

positions. Positions wre found in vicinity of 975190 and plans were 

made for occupation of those positions the night of 19-20 March, The 

movement was made without incidet, closing in reconnoitered areas at 2100) 

bra. The copn split into 3 four gun batteries, one at 975187, one at 

975220, at oae at 97A190. l*t. Lwis surveyed WW comani's guns the follow­
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the guns were registered anding ng and with the aid of 69th AFA Ba. 

Me). on the 22 March, Lt. Kdson of "C" co1Paz 
tied-in with the 69th AFA 


established an OF in SSF in vicinity of 014143.
 

The gun companies of the battalion remained in artillery roles until 

the 25 March mhen 'C' company was alerted to relieve "B" cmpx , 601st TW 

Bn. in direct fire positions in 3rd Inf. Div. sedtor. Preparations and plans 

relief daring the night of 25-26 March.were made with 601st TD for the 

company closed in direct fire positionsMovement began at 2200 hrs and 'C" 

at 2400 hrs; one gun at 008288, 1 gun at 011282, 1 gun at 006282, 1 gun at 

gun at 989279, 1 gun 989282, 2 guns 005293; the 3rd platoon with004287, 1 

The company CP located at 991248.4 guns remained at 973196 ii reserve. 

The 25 March was a red letter day for the battalion. At approximately 

lhoo hrs Lt. Col. King was seriously wounded and Captain Whitsit, *B Co. 

.csander, 	lightly wounded from a 3" shell fired from gun of 894th TD 

Col. McPheters and Capt. Whitsit were having a conference outsideCol. King, 

OP at 866247 when the accident occured. The 3" shell hitof 'B" company's 

Col. Mcheters a branch of a tree directly above them cansing an air burst.,L. 

of 91st AFA Bn. died in route to the hospital. 

Capt. Boden, comany comander of Hqs. cspan and senior officer, 

assamed connazt of the battalion. At 1700 hrs 25 March, Capt. John S. King, 

Bn. S-3, assumed comand per authority contained in letter ist Ar. Division, 

dated 25 March 1944. Capt. John S. King appointed Capt. Wray, Bn. S-l, as 

and Lt. Cady, .B" companyexecutive officer in addition to his S-1 duties, 


assuind coummi of "B' company.
 

'A" and "B" companies continued in an artillery role, with Ran, company 

manning OP through close of period. "C' cceany, in direct fire positions, 

rking with the 3kth lnf. Div., harrassed the enwl nightly by coordin­

ated 'shoots' with the infantry. Night of 31 March a 'shoot' las coordin­
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ated with 168 ROT, 3kth Inf. Division. Two guns from 1st platoon, '" co­

pany moved to within 600 yards of an enemy strong point, (house #14). At a
 

prearranged signal the infantry illuminated the target by means of flares
 

fired from mortars. The two guns fired 77 rounds, about half HE and half
 

APC BDF in 3 minutes. The "shoot" created a bedlam in enemy sector with the
 

enemy retaliating with MG and mortar fire. Despite the heavy MG and mortar
 

fire the two guns moved back into their direct fire positions without any 

casualities or damage to the M-10's. 

At 1100 hrs 30 March, Major F.M. Doran, executive officer of 68th AFA 

Bn. assigned to the battalion by 1st Armored Division, assumed command of 

the battalion. The new battalion commander appointed Capt. J.S. King, 

executive officer, Lt. Cox of "C" company, s-3, and Capt. A.B. Morrison 

as survey and special services officer. 

Locations of 701st T.D. Bn. at end of periods 

Bn. CP - 867227. Bn. Trains - 875218. A Co­
pnyCP -T8032; A-I (6 gi)-B 3 IZk9;- 2(5 g=­
6225. B Company CP- 866247; (Bel(6g )-8642h7; 

B-2 (6 guiii)'Tt36225. QompyjaW P- 9912k8 . 0-1 
018274; 019268; 014267; 9912?WW. -- 989279; 989282;
 
(2 guns) - 005293. 0-3 - 008288; 011282; oo6282; 004287. 
R Com any CP - 867225. OPls - 876267; 851290; 918295. 
BnWMedical Detachment with Trainsa- 875218. 
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M'PRNOIZ: 

Amxuntion expended from 1 March to 31 March:
 
Shell, M,M4, F D
Shen, p81E4,2,FPDk54 --

-1 
- --10878Shell, 

ke . ."a-on-. ..- 7 0
 - 4 
TOT E . . - - - 2 

......
n-11270
CASUALITJES 3 

KING, Harrison
 
WLTSIT, Robert Lt. Col.
 
NbL N, Loeonar I japt. 

LA 
J. ist Lt. LWA
KENMO y, Joseph aO istt. LS(Utlaw, Ernest L. 5.gt.
Simmons, Russell1 KItArant, T 4 LWAHenry L,

Scott, Charles H. T5 WA
 
Smith, Chester A. T/5 La

Bednarz, dward Pfc. PvLtt LWa 
Staggsdill, Harold Pvt. SNA 
Clarke, Carroll j. LWA
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D6S2R'Y1t TTALION 
A O 464, /o Postmaster, N.Y.C., N.Y. 

1 April 1944 

IAA AlRTERS 701T '2DSU, 

OBTISSCVS L~aRNE FUR PMLIOD 1 )&CH -AMI~ 

1. The x-8 and 120 vehicles with any prolonged usage fr radio czmmui­
cation are presmting excessive amount of electrical mainUenznce. The iealmess 
3Jes in the gererator and voltage regulators in the L- and L-&). Due to the 

type of electrical equipment used in these vehicles, repair aitd regult-- itons is 
almost out of question, leaving the only alterntive of ccrplete replaceaent 

voltage reoulator. This means of maintenance is )rresent.t...of the generator and 
roblem becatse of the limited amount of electrical parts availatle for the 

and M-3) vehcles. 

2. High velocity gin tubes, nanely, the 3 inch TD gun, can be preserved 
and maintained very satisfactorily by using diesel fuel as a solvent and clean­

ing agent. Tubes in this battalion have fired an approximate average of 2600 

rounas each and in a recent ordnance inspection were classed in rrood ccitrtion 

without any signs of excessive deterioration. 

started to use weather corrections on all un­3. Recently this battalion 
observed fires with excellent resalts. We get the Meteorolgical messages fro,m 

nCorps Artillery Net. A relatively short time is required to figare a Ietro 

it is well vrth the trouble. A powder tnermometer wuld be extremely useful.
 

At present we have to call on a nearby artillerj unit to get the powder ta'pera­

ture.
 

and enlisted personnel, received in the4. Replacements, loth officers 
past month by this battalion show cnsiderable lack of 2Z tr "n * 'cel -ble 

weamesses are radio nrore re and general kncxvledre of F radis. 13p readm. , 
wixnery, and general acledge of the capabiliti P c -10 2 . 
in rary cases. 

5. 	 There are -o ,1i"ect sights eqi1ped with:: nLiX Ievces'r 
here .. .- _u i b't.levice -thenolcc.ht i r ebattalion. Our ,t t < for-1 

is sti not goo e-o' . Itraptii- which works 'z+t _" -tirn. bot it 
s "nt with rigt l itirc eme .:es 2-dnerat %eth,t e,ge bo ti rect 


a ri$ 't .- Aevice fe: the nar rm&. .i, .,
ijting 

- e 1- tan 


A.xeat aserC.as 33$. To c ret'c i' this we -aV o r-:.I.;..e a L r.
 
6. ten rak % -2.e t. h.7re e t : 

,r 

that tben a tart+e, .ratedin u.:e v"r "ty o _... -,, .e.r.r.. -" ... . .e"eso 	 point.the bit is giver, fr. the cheek 
. the each nnint c:rtofwhen-f----Wnt i, data for checkc. L 	 . 

t~t rires us Lletr .'-.. e_,t..r f an .r..o.... f t. . 9 .r .. -­
,'* +, "+-' e .. .. ' .. - - ­

-}" ,,t- %-J t' .ci:S no "' r.I . , - ". 
-

rorer _.tr~o correc Xw-s t ."+ b 'e ,r" ' s'tr ,tY' rnO e 't 0 j:n- .... " i 

" re a.: 	 F..rt L Of­

., . ,. . - - 'do 
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