CPAMTIO.S CF T .4 70137 YAk JISTACT.IA LATTALIOT

Period - 2l karch 1943 te 11 Aurii 10L2: 31 Tiesiar

The 7013t T.J. Battalien was new detachel froz %', gtk Infantry Di-
visien am aﬁtachod te the 1st Infantry Divisiox;. , ant the warch to ‘Jafsa
began. A ruisance raid by twe snmy twin-engined Lbrrbers halted t‘;.e celun
fer 3 while, Flares were drepped € L18 read 7a3s hembod amd straffed ab-
out 1 1/2 miles west of Gafsa, Thure were ne oasualties. hewnver x:d tho
dattalien arrived in an area tirce miles east of Gafsa. I ro, at 0210 heurs,
Maroh 24th, the 701t Tank Destreyers biveusssd fer the mizht.

3y 0910 hoursf all exeext for the trainms. were ready te neve again
Lt, Cel, King led the cex.ey in his nalf-4rack, Thc¢ cempanies fell intc
iine and 16ft 28 was must cenvenient frem the Wiveuac peirts, The Bat-
talien rede approximately tem miles te the destinatien five miles east
of XL Guettar, Rere th. ’0lst relieved “he (Olst Tank Justieyur Dattalien,
and teek up their vacated defoasive pQS'it-ir»v in the Djebel KL Ark are;,

AL 1045 heurs, eremy -uns -tarted sholling the 7018t pesitiens but there
were ae casualties |

Pivisien crdered Rscenmaissance Cempainy te functien as femrard sbserw-
erz Tuis had heen requested- y:rsenally by Genoral. itresevelt of the 1=
Infantry Jivisian Lt Seith and Swmer wrent out ~ud see tted an vnemy
vesitien Qr 5 zertars  This inferi-aitien wes Juickly sent te Lt, Clarke,
relayeé te Lt, Cal <fine in his half-irack C.P . and thun »assed en ¢
a 155 batbterr asii-ied te tids fire r'ssien, The rertars had baen
shellin~ anythinr coﬁin: thﬁu;h the wass :hich led te the cneny held
valley reyaud  After several reunds, the onemy nertars were reperted

effoetivei:r 3ilsnead.,
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a ‘:‘1;!;1;’ duzp wa3y aext reperted, and it turned eut te be an wamition dump
45 ther: was @ terrific explesien whem eno ef our shells drepped im fer a
clean ity  Anethrer 7um pesitien, .ontailing three or four enexy mertars,
e Lhen uncovéred. This m\} very uafertumate scourrence for Uhe acsupants,
A few shells werc directed inte this ta.rgeé and 3Ll vau quiet in this pe:. tiem,

Under tne c;nr, of darknaas",‘ infantry tanks, ~ad seme Ariillery moved
“ireugh the Bastalien ar-3 te take wp new resitians, .Nr mveneLt Was cever-
<3 by Tire frem the hiavy guns sn the rear, During the night, ln mexy plane
drupped fiares and tried ve drtw five, out the grdli treeps m kim b"
rei‘u.smg te ‘spen uwp,
| Threugh the early uming hours of lura; 25th, Divu:ln trwluv bpt
up 'a barrage te cever the ferward mevement of twe battaliems of infantyy,

s battalien ef hngors, and a battery ef artillery, w.uu-; M.n ead
ferard i'zfa.ntt'y acthn brolm eut ia the aftermeen s a message ‘l m'd
wamin; the Battalien te be alert fer poasiblo nexy M m. .

Frea 1615 heurs te 1715 heurs, Bat.u.lid\‘pnim were shelled by the
L;r.or'vo The deep wadis and gul\lioa provﬁ;d oxooi.lq,t m..-for the -
trosnu, but feur casualties were sustaified and eme pup ul RM m.
Jelazen ar.d Renine were killed, and Rcbir}l ad M.rl ﬂu M a1 _' ‘
these uen were frem “B" Gcnpny. :

lue to the excellent werk and results vof eur recemaiassance 'um
and perfect functiening ef ou;' cmicatioas\m,of relaying hfm
tien te higher headquarters and arvillery batteries, the C.F, boogms a
ririature cleiring-heuse 'of infermatien threugheut the Ws.

On Larch 26th, eur foreos wre shited during the merning W h
conjelidate pesitiens, Little activity was neted, Widile lw “ .
created a nild sand Stom, Lt. Cel. King tnv‘nhd L 7 Divisi. Lor m
Cn 113 retumn the C.P. hummed with aotivity as efficers ef the Battalimm
were calird te receive instructiens, Infermatien was te be ebtaimed fer

wits ef ‘he lst Infantry Divisien, At 2000 heurs, enemy artillery shslls
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.1:0 peanding the n;l dbeut 100 yards te the rign~ ef the (.P.

| Yows that the Bltm was new a part ef the 1st “onk jestreyer Iy ,
o operete wnd r 1ts direstien, was received en larch 2znd, ‘fwireve.; Lar
status wita the 1st lafaatvy Divisiem remiined umaffected, The Cemand Grou:
wuanmdwmr.n. Greup, and the whele Battalien, with tie lave
mdm was dispersed threugh the a~oa of DJj, &1 Ank valle:

b fdl.lln m, Defore dawm,ld 0sl . X2ng,Lt, Morrisen; and seme +*
ih officere of !.)m apd othere reached a ferwar edservation p.-. *
-lmv.w;mrhﬂnwmmamubo

' Mnmmwm forees, The missien of the TOlst 7.0,

: 0! m“ w ‘ m sverhsad, Roperts of satisfastery pregress
”M‘MWQ&L‘I sedtere of the frent came im as Ly, Cel.
mwn-mmmm Amerioan treeps remewsd the effen-
m..um-uw. Again L4, Cel.King and others wamt te the oP.
58 1455 hours, Ne-109's, rnh-l‘ultﬂa, and %ukas swegped dewn te bend

- and PtEaLo e Battalien axva, seneentrating mear tho Command Ureup read,
20mm shalls auf machize gw fire damaged three mbulances and a truek, A
wornded nan wan killed and a driver was weumded in enc abulance hile ciyht
sthers worn weunded in 4he ethe» wohielos, Alldad fighters interrupted ..o
vaid and doglfights resulted, Omu Pecke-Wulfe 190 amd an ke-109 were demed
in a trail of mmeko, Ne Allfed p,la.uos\'wem lest, Lt. Col. King returned
with kis assistants, and 1t was learmed that emery tanks had attacked amd
sttempted te reak threugh $he pass seutheast ef the Cemsand Greup lecatien
in the Seuth valley, T area was held by the 9th Infantry Divisien and
1-1} T.D,Greup, 2nd the adtack was repulsed, In the meantime, "B" Cenpany
had been detailed te previde patrels and a listening pest “sr the 18t
Cembat Tesm, o
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N Lt IONR. D4, G o nad nda vty age U lecalliys o the
Cr te 2 spst nerc fermward. At 0810 heurs, 2 f1i:'t ¢ enww jlarss roare!
everhead and cut lsewe with nalhine qun fire. (o eie wmas injured, but siit
treriches were kept busy as air activity centinued threuszh the dary. "CH' Cy.-~
pany higd reved ferward with advancing American infantry to pretect their fauc
Lt, Lewis® Flateen shelled enemy artillery and infantry in akket Vallay, west
of Sakket, as it alsc ebscrred fer the rear artillery. UA" Cempany al3e be-
Cane active whem il was ziven the detail of patrelling ard uoting as a listen-
ing pest fer the 18tk Cembat Team, Znemy planes renewod their activits ia
the neming ef the fellewing day, Flarss and bembs were drep;ed te the rear
=1 the Battalien area. bul m> ene was injured, -Lt.. Cel, King aud the ebser-
vatien greup ceniimued te —1sit the OP during the day., With "A" Cempany being
shelled aad irtense air activity a1 .a.ftenm by tho enemy secking te ferret
eut Anerican artillery paaitim the Battalien had an Mmy busy tine,
levever ne dmnge wmas sustained, At 1910 heurs  eight Ju-88%s attacked the
neighbering artillery area, Twelve Jpitfires came sweeping eut of the clewds
and sped aleng te chaie the fleeing Junkers into a flight ef patrelling P-Loi!s

‘In the resuiting deyfiznt three enemy planes were sent dewn im flames witheut

less te the Allied fighter craft. Our ebservers and recen.dissance wissien
efficers returned to give the tallies fer the Battalien'’s day, Twe eﬁw
gun pesitiens had beem silenced and enc vehicle was deStrtyod Anether ve-
hicle had been damaged, .

At 2245 heurs, a maéa;o was received frem 1st T,D.dreup infermimg tie
7018t that 100 enemy vehicles, including twe batteries of field artilléry and
tanks, were eLjerved meving nerthwsst en the trail lezvine the Gabea-(htua .
read at Y-5363. One Cempany and an attached plateen frem Recennaissance Cem-
pay were scent te the vieimity of Y-3563 fer ceerdinatien with the 16th In-
fantry. Its nissier was te prete: - the riszht flank ef the 1st Infaniry Di-

less a placesn

~isien azainst armered attack, Anether cempany/ms neved ¢ ' . vicinity ef

the cressread at Y-2373, midle the plateen went it pesitien en Sh: 14en

o~

sreund in.the vicinity ef Oued 1 Keddab, v\\
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