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 HEADQUARTERS
7018'1‘ TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

AFO UL, c/o Postmaster, N.Y., N.Y.
| 1 August 19k .

' SUBJECT: Intelligence Report

0 s '-i’djutant General, U,S, Army, Washington, D,C., (thru channels)

1. In compliance with the requirements of paragraph 10, AR 3)5-
105, dated March 10, 1943, the following intel]igence report of the 701lst
Tank Destroyer: Battalion covering the per.lod, July l9hﬁ° to 31 July 19Ll,
is here‘:l.th sabtwitted,

‘lhe :Lntelllgence covered in this report are statements from the

Un:l.t Jaumal and the Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said

statu!enta is attached.

3. Previaus intelligence report snbmtted and including 30 June 19,

JESSE B, WRAY %
s 701st T.D, Bn,

For the Commanding Officers

Adjutant,

"f»*’,*v*“*r**‘k'}(i"ﬂ'****ﬁ'*'ﬁ'*'ﬂ'

mmmm B;EI’ORT OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
, L . Period - 1 July - 31 July 19kh '
Locatims of 70151. T.D, Bn beginning of per.lod:
o Map - Italy, 1/50,000
=5 Sheets 158-1," G ,’Gsss L229
" aP =-5271127, Bn Trains - 594035 :
“A"Co = CP - 512122; Al - 508161; A2 & 3 - 512122
. "B¥ .Co = CP - 60L122; Bl & 2 - 602172; 133 - 6211167
. %C% Cp - CP - 4801103 C1 & 3 - 398220- - L8176
Ben Co - CP - 513125; 1st Ren Pit. - 5990226§1r/00 Mn);
. 2nd Pit, - 508162; 3rd Flt, -
OUR ormu’iioil:s:
Irﬂ.tlal'l.y the battalion was attached to the Howze Force, CC %A% and

CC “B“ “bat midway during the period was attached te the 88th Infantry
Division, Id.ttl. armor was .encountered during the period, and our activ-

ity was directed mainly at personnel, machine gun nests, enemy strong points

in houses, etc, During the period OP's were established and sﬁccessi‘ully
directed fire upon enemy personnel and vehicles, On the 2ith of July our .

SECRET

e




units were relieved, and withdrawn from the line, returning to the First
Armored Division bivouac ares,

ENEMY ACTIVITY: _
v szs‘l‘or:‘ mmgho&t the period the enemy used armor sparingly, but
alwiys 6pqra£1ng in groups of 2 or more, The enemy used his tanks during the

period as a defensive weapon, using them occasionally in an offensive role,

Mk ﬁ's, IV's, and SP's were used in anti-tank and artillery roles, delaying
our advancing forces as long as possible, and then retreating before our des-
troyers could bring effective fire upon then. The enemy's use of cmsiderable
mumbers, as compared with the previous period, of Mk VI tanks and heavier cal-
iber SP guns was & definite shift from his use of Mk IV's and light and med-
ium caliber SP guns; that is, the emphastlé was upon heavier caliber guns us:l;xg
them in anti-tank and artillery roles. In the few instances in which armor
was used, in ehemy counter-attacks, they were used in small mumbers, and were
easily dispersed by our TD's and artillery.

~ ARTTLLERY:

Although the enemy concentrations were just-aé heavy as in previc;ﬁé Per=
iods, in general, the enemy artillery was lighter than in the previous period.
Supplementing his artillery pieces with SP's' ard ihcrea.sed Nebelwerfer activ-
ity, end making good use of available armor, the enemy waskéb],e to protect the
slow retreat of his infamtry, anci slow domn our advance considerably. The
enemy again used his artillery mostly to harrass and i.nterdict rear areas as

well as placing heavy concentrations on our forward areas.

ENEMY TROOP ACTIVITY:

Bnemy action throughout the period was defensive, with a few exceptions
in which he counter-attacked uﬁsﬁcceésfull’y.z‘ fﬁv)uv'ppposition throughout the
period was comparatively lighf, but the enemy made éicellent use of demolitions, |
mines, both anti-tank and personnel, road blocks, and intensive small arms and
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machine~-gun fire to slow down our forces, He practiced his usual delaying tac-
tics employing well placed groups of infantry with an abundance of antomatic
weapons, SP!'s, heavily mined roads and avenues of approach, and mumerous-road

o blocks. lﬁnes were found at times to be.3 deep, and so well covered by machim-

gun anﬂ small - am fire that our advance was delayed for considerable periods of
t:l.ne. D:emy movements, harrassed by arbillery, ai roraft and partisan activity,

: Iere meh lighter than in the prenous period, Valuable information on enemy
e uetivity, mines, disposztions of artillery piecee, tanks, etc, was supplied by
'.ﬁ'iendly pa.rtisans operating behind the enenw lines. The enemy made good use of
well organized defensive positions, and made strong points of strateg:l.ca.].ly loc-
ated houses, From the units identified it was quite evident that the enemy was
- finding it extremely difficult, and often impossible, to withdraw his units, or
divisions, leng emugh to reorganize, However, he did the next best thing,
collecting the resmants of decimated units, and putting them under experienced .
commgnds, thefeby ' getting the maximum bmeﬁ.te bossible under the circumstances.

Few of the enew were cgptured, as ecnpared to the previous period, but
those takemn again represented a motley group fron all parts of" Enrope, nany of
whom were deserters. who volunteered much valuable ini‘ormatien. Hewever, there
was a noticeable sbif.fening resistance by the aeuv, even thongh the nore.le of
the troops captured indicated complete resigntbion to ultimate defea.t




