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A1l poaitim m‘mmzum copa.d mm thmmrot the Intintry on
\Porcluortahdﬁmm!ewim i&lothonmpooitiomnro *
chosen - Lo mm nrc. lhoonna:lsm parties fru each Company wept. out in the
moming ‘of the m, ‘l';o ntke an act.m choioe of thon positions, The na‘b day

v

constraoction pu'tin went out fre- oach cmq:aw Yo prcpm poaitionl 1:; th. chosen
areas, and tho Bn. Survey party began a surny of tho -c- eoq:uv battcﬁu 'l'he
bage pieoe ot oaeh Platoon of 'C! company moved mto thb m poaitions on tb night
of the 2nd, and registration began the following morning ('C? company surveyed ‘
positionss C-1, 96602-117065 C=2, 96365-11603; C-3, 9&0&-11&03- Base point reg-
istered on - 91681555, A1l coordinates from Sheet II). On the 3rd Recon, Company

‘began an infiltration movement from the LE CAVE area to6 a new bivouac in the vic-

inity of 000108, 1In the afternoom all construction work was diaoontimmd on the

B company positions, the fact that the new 'B' company ﬁa was in the 3lith Inf-
antry Division sector being the cause, Plans were altered, and it was decided
that B tompany would follow the advance of the 753rd Tank Battalion along Route #6,
and would occupy direct fire positions at 942160 and 942157.. The area still being
in enemy hands, a reconnais3ance was impossible; and areas chosen were only app-
roximate, " | B

On the night of the 3rd-lth, the remainder of 'C' company moved forward, The
Command Group moved on the Lith, closing in bivouac at the area 969121. 'B' and
1A' companies moved on the might of the Lth, Bad weather made it impossible for
1At company to get into their positions that 1ght, so 's;hey pullad into an inter-
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l.diaté asscnbly.lrot‘just o¥f route #6 at the foreward end of Mt. Lungo.

’QH tho mm day of the 5th, unable to move in the daylight hours. On the

Here they

L”' w of the M with the aid of eonstruction crems, 'At company was able to get
%gl' . bwe Pl‘t°°" 1“$° position, the other platoon going into an assembly area in the
¥ - wisinity of the company CP.

g s : : :

%% d?‘s'w.ra manned by Lt. MoKnight and Capt. Morrison for the ‘TFA operation,

é%c ‘and on the 5th, TC' company expended 515 rounds in indirect fire. During the same

period 'B' company expended 87 rounds in direct fire, On this day the 'A! company
area was heavily shelled and 10 casualties were inflicted on the company. On the
6th 'c' company expended 908 rounds in indirect fire, and 'A! Comoany fired 58

' roundl in direct fire at targets at the base of Porchio. Capt. Nhlts:Lt, C.0. Co.

) B!, was wounded and evacuated; Lt, Neeleman assumed command of the company.

- On the morning of the 7th, Lt. Hudson's platoon of 'A' company fired in
support of British units attacking Hill Cedro (Approx. 1000 yds to the south of
Porchio), and took enemy pillboxes and self-propelled guns under his fire. 4
few minutes later the platoon fired on an enemy anti-tank gun at the base of Por-
; chio. At least two self-propelled guns were destroyed, and in addition, a number
of enemy pillboxes were known to have been damaged, As a result of this fire, the
platoon drew heavy enemy counterbattery from a battery of Netelwerfers and several
direct fire guns., No daﬁage was done to the plétoon, however. a4 total of o6 rounds
of HE and 6 rounds APC were expended, During the day, 'C' company fired 551 rounds

in indirect fire.

The following morning, the 3rd platoon of 'B! company occupied positions®at
932161 (They were to occupy these positions during hours of daylight only). uuring
the day this platoon was attacked threc times by enemy aircraft with no .anage.

In that period 'C' company fired oh5 rounds HE and 9 rounas of simoke .
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On the morning o~ tﬁe 9th, the 2nd nlatoon of '3' comrany .ioved %o new
positions vicinity $321ol, occupying the area uncer the same nlan as that for the
3rd platoon. A 'C' company party left early in the morning to recconoiter for
positions in the vicinity of 928151 (Posi*ions were o be chosen ifor © runs, sald
positions to be occupied at dawn 10 Jan), ‘'aA! cormany was or.ere. Lo move bac< into
an area near !C' company for indirect fire, and spent the day in orevaring *+heir
dutlet roads for the movement, The Battalion survey party surveyed +he pronosed
pbsitions. The 'A' company area was shelled internittently throughout‘the aay,
but no damage was done. During the period 'C!' company expenaed 1077 rounis of

ammunition.

Road conditions made it impossible for 'A' company to nove buck ab scheduled
that night, so road maintenance continued throughout the night, continuing into the
next day. The 6 'C' company guns moved into anti-tank positions at 926151 as

scheduled, On the 10th, 'C' company expended a total of 2il rounus.

'A' company closed in bivouac in the vicinity of 965120. The movenent out

of the anti-tank positions had been so difficult that two full nichts were recuired
to prepare a route. Positions were prepared for an artillery rolc, ané a bulldozer,
furnished by the engineers, did much of the work. That afternoon, 'C!' comvary fired
33 rounds of smoke in a test'of the 3" smoke shell, Officers of the 002 Ordnance were
on hand to report the results. On the following day, 'C'!' company exvenced 100
rdunds of HE and 33 smoke shells, while a survey of 13! company was bepun for use

as artillery,

January 12th saw the completion of a survey of 'aA' company positions, ana
their occupation by the company. Two OP's were established on It., Porchia by Lt. sum-
mers, Recon; Company, at 917163'and>915157 while Lt, iicKnight shifted his CP on
Mt. Maggiore from 93613L to 9ULS1L7. 'C' company continued to fire yhmmmitig with
-177 rounds of HB and 23 rounds of smol?ejlfgra"‘t.a}‘le day with 'a' company expending 66

HE shells, In general, however, things were quiet on the TFi and 34th vivision sec-

tors.
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TFA was dissolved and i*s units passed under the command of the 36th Division
on the morning of January 13, The 7013t was attached to 1st Armored Division
Artillery to support the fire of the 34th Division. One 'C! company M-10 went to
the rear for repair. 6 'C' company guns and 6 guns of !B! comrany pulled back
to artillery positions from their anti-tank locations. The survey of 1A' and B!
companies had been completed by noon, and the preparation of 'B' company's position
was continued, In the day's firing, 'C' fired 211 HE shells and 8 rounds of smoke

while 'A' company shot 135 rounds of HE,

. 4

Captain Clarke was out on a reconnaissance of the 135th Infantry sector in the
morning of January 1lli, One 'A' company gun moved back to the service .echelon to
have the radiator repaired, The Battalion expended 687 rounds of HE that day. At
1700 hours, a letter from Hebddgquarters, II corps, was receElvad, dated 12 January
19lk, detaching the 70lst T.D, Bn. from 1st Armored Division and attaching the
Battalion to II Corps,

The Battalion armorer inspected the guns of 1st Platoon, 'A! company, and found
a small adjustment necessary on one gun. All the others were in satisfactory
condition, A Recon. company patrol worked to the 139th Brigade (Br.), 1list Inf-
antry Reg't., 135th Infantry Reg't. Headquarters, and got within a mile of Cassino.
The B,atta.l.ion-fired 33 rounds of HE for January 15th,

The following day, the 36th F.A. Battalion Chaplain held Catheolic Church Services
in the immediate area of the Battalion CP. Lt. Kennedy, Recon. Company, established
and m@ﬁ an OP on Hill 760’at 919231. 4 reconnaissance was carried out for an OP
on Mt. Troechio, but the post was not established. Another reconnalssance was made
of rouwtes from.the'present positions to a comtemplated position, northwest of Mt.
Porchis, off Highway #6. The routes were marked but the area needed sweeping.
Maintenance was emph-asized through the Battalion that day.

Lt. Lewis and his survey party ran control points to a contemplated gun posi-




tions between Pefrchia -nd 'rrocch:l.o on the Igm gxmmm. The Ocuptny Comm-
anders proceedod to. tb wainiy Mm q; Mmo ter P pamu “"*
ile natnbersne of v-m q_f“f;"‘ et Sonkimaed Ahroughout. the day in prepar- ¥
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orpositwmmmmmmu snd Troochic. Despite slow pregress,
prepu-ction of gun politicnt wre carriéd owt thnuh the dn. -Recon's P:louer
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A sne«san_l reconnaissanoe for a B«ttd:l.cn CF was made on the nomiu o.f.» ;
January 19, and the location picked was on the San Vittore road at 934165, Pre- .
paration of gun positions continued and the w, exoept for one platoon of !C!
company, was completed, The Porchia and Troochio OP's were established, and I&, -
Kennedy went to the 139th Brigade (Br.) =s liaisom for their opration!: At 0200 |
hours the next day, 'A', 'BY, and 'C! companies moved into their new sreas, and |
OP's were established and manned on i’orohia‘ at 9_13157, Trocchio at 88317h; and
Cedro at 902145, Vehicleés of Command Group moved by infiltration, one vehicle |
every 20 minutes, to establish the new CP.

One 'A' company M-10 received a direct hit from enemy shell-fire at 0200 hours ,
of January 21, There were four enlisted men casualties, A reconnaissance party
covered the Rapido River area seeking approaches to and across the river. During
the day the Battalion sent 3584 rounds into enemy positimms.’

A heavy smoke screen, which had been laid over the valley for the past three
days, made visibility and, consequently, OP operations exceedingly difficult. Lt.
Kennedy was out on reconnaissance to the Rapido River area, During the day of
January 22, the Battalion expended 4228 rounds. Only 616 rounds were directed at
German lines the following day, and there was a general shelling of the valley by
enemy guns, Slight danﬁage resulted to some light vehicles in the Battalion CP area,




. QQ‘lﬁibilﬂﬁ! f!!l OP's continued to be poor on January 24th due to the smoking
'-ot tii mloy »y the eng:l.n“rn. Lt. Kennedy was out on a reconnaissance of routes
1n thn forward area bu$ there was no rirzng during the day. The 70lst Trains moved
" wp t° ‘h‘ ir.l of’ 999105. 1t. Kennedy continued hlS reconnaissance activities the

‘ fello!ing dty'-hen he attempted to locate a route from Highway #6 to the area north-
I'lt of Mt. TrOOOhio. waever, his efforta were unsuccessful and it was concluded
that no such route exists, A total of hl78 rounds were fired at the enemy that day

by the Battalicn guns.

On January 26, for the first time since the Battalion had moﬁéa~into its
present area, the valley-was not .smoked and £he OP's cégld observe for registrat-
ion of the companies, All the cbmpanies registered and 99 rounds were fired that
day, It, Kennedy made contact with the British in X Corps sector. 1732 rounds
were expended the following day, and Reconnaissance patrols contacted the British
on the left of the 36th Uivision sector and the 34th Division troops to the right
.of the 36th Division‘sector during the day. 3026 rounds were fired at the enemy
on Jamuary 28, and this dropped to L65 rounds the tollowing day. Lt. Kennedy

contaéted the British in the Vandra sector.

Church services were conducted by Chaplain Strevig in the Ba‘talion CP arca
‘on the morning of January 30. 1354 rounds were fired that day as Sth army attacks
il

brought good results. All companies prepared to move forward in swnort of "CC!

should a bridgehead be established across the Rapido River,

‘'he positions of the Battalion on 31 January 194y were as follows:

Bn, CP - 93105
recon & Trains - 00C108

A-1 - 91309 - 16268 .

A2 = 91240 - 106392 ~ Wé’ U ianianiad
A3 - 91182 - 1u50h al3uR! B. LC0I3C0H

B-1 - 90830 = 10276 Capt., 70151; T Je Dna,

2 - 90650 - 10218‘ .)___
C-1 - 91602 = 16073
C-2 - 91404 - 10678

-3 - 91609 - 1oLT1
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Asrpendix kot

Total ammunition expenditure for the month of January 194k —- 20733 Towrkis,

Casualty Report =

#HITSIT, Robert Captain JdLa
RITHiiAN, Charles 2nd Lt. EET
HEISBERGER, Chas., 3/3¢t. Suia
OLSON, Henry A. , gt Lia
DWORSKI, Frank A. Corp. LA
GLYNN, James A, T/5 LA
HHOTERS, William pPvt. Suh
COPE, W¥illiam R. Pvt. A
KEENAN, John R. Pfec. Sda
FARBER, Daniel Pvt, SR
KEEN, zdwin G, pvt, Suid
BUHRNANN, Louis Pvt. Dun
REPKA, Loleslaws Pvt. Lia
WILCOXON, John L. Pvt. LA
I{IElAN, Raymond Pfe. LiA




