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HISTORY ' ' N ;
This battalicn was ‘activated 6 march 1943 at Camp Bowie, Texas, i, "
and received basic training there, 0n 12 May 1943 the orgacization
moved to Camp Hood, Texas, and underwent unit training.
I Joined the battalion 3 oeptaﬁber 1943, On 13 Septembor 1943
we moved to Forl Jackson, South barolmna, for advanced training. On
22 January 1944 we left for Lennesseg maneuvers, returning o rFort
Jackson 1 sarch 1944, The unit engaged in indirect fire training
and field problems throughout the spring and sunmer. On 206 November
1944 the battalion left rort Jackson1for the staging area al vamp
. Kilmer, Wew Jersey, we sailed {rom néw York on 10 pecember 1944 and
arrived.in tngland 18 December 194L.]
- In England the batbalion received the bulk of- ibs combat equipment.
Un 22 January 1945 the unit sailed fer rrance, Tie orgarization was
- held at Yvetot, France until lh bebruarv 1845 when we moved to 5t Avcld,
‘France by motor convoy,
¢n 18 February 1945 this battallon was atiached to the 70th Infantry
Division and was committed to wombabt, The battalion was used mainly to fire
on fortified positions in ithe olﬁgfried Lline in the Saarbrucken area. They
were also used to shell bgidges, road junctions,etcs no tanks were encountered,
follow1nv the break through at saarbrucken this battalion was sent Lo the

'ﬂuhr Pocket,, but due to the rapid collapse of the enemy defenses did not engage

in combat. Thereafter this organization was used as corps securily, intil the -
cessation of hostilities, %e are now being used as security guards,
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I received my Army “braining at thb pedical Field Service uchool in
Carlisle, remnsylvabia, The enlisted men of the medical detachment were
trained according to th. outline in NIP 8-1, Iiberal use was made of demon-—
strations, charts, and spplications of the principles of first aid to
simulated casesa,

All men of this detacnmenb were sent to a ‘station hospital to observe
pperations, I belisve this was of considerable assistancé in hardening the men
to the sight of blood. it also gave an opportunlty to see aseptic technigues
applied,

The men were tought to a351st in minop surglcal procednres by actual
participation as assistants. The technigue of giving plasma was taught by

- having the men actually administer intravenous glucose and asline to each other,

Training in ganipuncture was conbinued by haV1ng the men take blood for serol~
ogles when necessary. : : :

GUMBAT EXPERT SNUE : - -
During combat this baLtallon was attached to “the infantry and was in
direct support. As the battalion was spread out over the whole division sector,

it was not possible Lo ovacuate all parts of the baitalion, Therefore and aid 8

- atation was set up in a central location and worked in cooperation with. the
-~ dAnfaniry.
' Three -aid men and a jeep were axtached to each tank destroyer camp&ny.
Normally one ald,mqn\gndma ‘aapwweg }a%t at the company 3
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CeFs The rempining twe ald men were wit.h the two moab farwar: ':;l.&tﬂonm .
Casualiles from the two compandies on the lanks were evacuabed through the
gearest infantry aid stations Casvalbies fram the center campany were

evacuated through the Tobs ALd SEgilhagn, This aid station alsc evacuated

infartry casualtles in its area. Tswdug,hout the. dlvlsion seotor the joeps -
of the batialicn were used to assist the infantry in long 1itter hauls,

The usual syaten was to establish oco. uactmg pointe along roads, witich eould
be cvacuated by Jeops,

e found it advissble to 1acaLﬁ the aid sbation in a bullding oven
though it was necessary t6 increase the length of the litter hauls by doing
8o, Jeeps with litter racke overcame ‘the disadvantages of long litber hauls.
The protecticn offered by the bm.ld.mg* was of great psychological comfort to
the wounded men. Also it offered pratectlon from the weathsr and gave us a
warmn dry place for our patienta awaiting evacuation. :

" Flasma was wsed liberaliy, and with very good results We also found

it very helpful to give the wounded dari hot, drinks and cigarettes when ever

posaible,

in the ald stations The rusber two clest does not allow a sufficent variety of

. medicines, %e found it nocessary to build two additional shesis or cabinets,
Une mas used for carrying medicines and the other for plaoina, ointment boxes

and dispensary bottles, #ith this additional earrying space we wers able to
carry & good variety of items, thus anabling us to care for more casss, and
eut down the number of men hospitaliged for relatively minor conditionse I
belleve the battalion ald station should be equipped with two’ mcm ghests
similar in size and corstructlon to the number two chest, The Li-ton truck
angd l=ton trailer now alloted medieal dotachments will easlly: ﬁax.':t*jt t.h
additional equ&mant-
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The battalim mdical equipm it was not found adequate for the work dons.'




