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APO 45, U 8 Army
3 March 1944 ;
e od L ATTLT ir 23th Jivision cector from 16th to 13th Fcbmaary
i nesundive,
Wy : :
1, iypes of eneny tanks ond o i nno se.n .ml Vire by this

eth.lion urin period: Mk 1II, IV and VI, £ P quns (Perdinand?
e #ren Of operuticn, up;,rouche., and positions,
(%) €@y .TROr op r.ted ir the enersl .re. bounded uy the ‘%5
i it o -est, the 23,5 grid lj.ne on the South and on the East, by the
'; e line, ‘nemy armor oame down o3 far s eouthern edge of Factory om ].6 Teb
Jidvy 31 orié line,on 17 rFeb 1944 and 23,2 grid line om 18 Peb 194/.

(b) ipproachess .here were two main ap;rosaches; both from the
dorthe (ne &5 the horthewouth road leading into the Paotory from the north,
thien e o e 435315, then iy or from the factory due scuth on mein road or
Ao the 5% voud from the fsctorys, The second route was dowm the NortheSouth
real ol yerds L of the actory, turn west At 902333 (iJ), proceed to Fuctary,
ud frun nhere, move 3 deseribed ubove, or out S or SE at RJ (292335),

{c) rusiticnsiThough roadbound, the enemy armor tried to deploy
aon nessible, oRicfly urcund the Juctory area and the viec of grid squares
031 nd Y31, ken not movips,he usod for positions, houses, and defilsde
rfTovded wlon -t Liw atroan Trow 363329 to 35305,

3, actics, .
senerals ierrein did not allow the eneny to use Ris srmor in masas,
«.A;-'-‘»::t,fz;.‘ csu.nbled Tt 4 aauerbl- 2reas in vic of 336 grid squsre, snd
coofren these  "noois” o give urmered supnort to his inf ntry, oith the exe
wien of one 2use, L lorgest amount of snemy armor seen scuth of ithe ractory

Inouiy one pihes cws 3ioht in nurmboer. The esxception wus twelve enemy tanks which
ey 07 the iodn o i. roxc frow ke rectory on 1! Feb 1944 about 16454, Oftem
vr o v osun conld e seen iu & group or column of infantry i

(&) Inf:ntrv end arsers In all reported oases, infantry wus with V‘
Lo Linkee -be infantry would often ride on kk VIs and mortur squads were seen B
or. LK 1Vs wod 111s, Hovover the infantry never dismounted further south than -
4 3v ogril o line,. Dpon Msroupting, they wonld udvsnce with the tenks behind

o ortic Lonks could o inte position for suprort . The only times the tanks
ek Sven Lo owlvence dn freab of the infentry, wes when the infantry couldn't
Woazon olnve, ol hed the ok VIS idvance and blast out that point, In short,
LLooamel /oarmor cwg nscosult, close suprort, direct artillery. Pha have said that
voe o Lins oo been jmt, in suport of ¢« re,gimnt. cnd 2 = 3 4n suprort of a Bm,
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(o, Lorrored ceatineg: sasic eroored thotica .ere used (deploywent
o osoral i T cwvarinc Jorges), et sdvance eloments were soretires uged

s oteeoy o, cr Cimwd oo L reeis found by heviog the covering tanks fire and

<0 Piro. Lk oivs ani i orere us.c ~estly for reccnnel ssnce by fire snd
seelicy wive Tohdn onsenl o nbdstenk range, aki fardly ever in front of lhe
oWka oy Luee aan the eneny Tired on Louse:s covering our puns, he rould
Jire onm Uhe orrrer iv oo stvempt fo gtop va frot cordng out, snd when he did
B ocas serend in, cxeept for Lhe 12 eneny tarks sdvencing towerd the "overpass®
Lo orerdver ¢7 10 e Il 1o concerwed crrior situack on any one point was

Lo <li coery tunke waken under fire by Lhis Bn were fired up.n froa
Lac oo ooy waatts fieak, isnges varied fros A0 yerds to 3300 ysrds, i, &FC,
thiov o cere used, the tter predomimating, humber cf rds required tc knook
itk orled froc 1 orowld W6 17 rounds ol s Lk VieThe sitvation sms not
cencucive o hreying te detormine it how little emrunition & tenk could be
knerked ot I the ruleprily off cases, 3 ur . rounds were flred and then more
it niered, etulia on nimrer ol suuads £ red cn escr tank can be found inm
ntiached 4k report o It &3 #p sreny the itk VI is still the most vulnerable

here the tumret jedss the tull, Une gun er reports ho “spun” the tumset of
a .k Iv wits ono 47 round, ' ,

Se nonclinion: The cner?y under presant torre’n conditions, caniot
sind w111 wot use hia sIver 16 rses, bucavee he is tec roadbcind, He has ond
will prolunly use hls -raor in infentry sop;ort end - 0 gun roles only, with
sossible excoption of erali forces (6 - 14) sixed at & definite atron; point,
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