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Battle Repart for Pericd O1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944 (continued)

"A" Vompany plus A" Company 324th Tank Destroyer Battalion supporting ad-
vanoce of 157th and 179th Infantry Regiments in the ROTHBACH, ZINS'ILIER,
UHR ILIER sectors and "C" Company plus "B" Compeny 824th Tank Destroyer
Battalionsupporting advance of the 180th Infantry Regiment in the GUMBRE-
CHTSHQFFEN, UTI:NHOFFEN, MERTZWILIER, and MITISHEIM sector.

The towed 3" guns of the 824th Tant Destroyer Bn., usually occupied
AT positions vacated by our 3% SPs which advanced with infantry slements.
Reconhaissance Company reconnditered road net-works in the Di + ‘o= s.ztor
;nd maintained liaison between Infantry elements and TDs. Battalion Commenc

ost located in ZUTZENDCRF with wire and radio communication with all
compantes,: - S

From 1230A to 4454 2 gune 1lst platoon "C" Compeny vicinity of (918~
308 in support of the 3rd Battalion, 180th Infantry Regiment, fired 50
rounds HE a% ensmy OP, ensmy MK V tank, persomnel snd a church steeple
in the tom of MIETESHEIN. Tank knocked ocut btut urider cover of darkness
retrieved by the Germans,

On the 2nd A" Company 824th Tank Déstroyer Bn, 3 dotached and revert.
ed back to cobitirel 67 the 10Dth Infantry Division, *BY qu"ql! rim ined
attached and t? ,v i ‘During the 03rd at 114541 gun *C Cﬁnny
vicinity of 947308 24#4d 4 tpsal of 20 rdinds HE-at enemy troops inflicts
ing casualbies: Hesath e Company daintained roving OPs and kept
cloge miﬁl pibh £6 gty elendnts, The QLth found little -
chahge in wnitg, : o cm;w fired 25 rouhds NE at enemy
peracanel and shiteilitidds i nbrtdein $dge of MERTZVILIER, At 10004

R gutis vicindby of Y183 titcd 4 AFC and 6 HE at ohuteh steepls in REICHS=
HOFFEN, At 2300A tompeny detached from this Headquarters and reverted to
control of the ,p'ﬂrent uhit; ‘ , . v

Effective 00014 05 December 1944 Battalion rewerted to eontrél of
VI Corpe from control of XV Corpa, and 5th Tank Destroyer Group, The
end ¢f the period found OBERBRONN added to tic list of libersted “owns
and "A" Company gun positions blocking roads leading in,

fA® Company's sector generally gquiet on the 06th but 2 guns "C" Come
pany 2 km east of MIETESHEIM fired 145 rounds HE at enemy peraomnel, re=
ported tank aetivity and buildings in northern edge of MERTZ ILIER and
road leading to the north, Reconnaigssance Company continwed road reconne
aissance and maintained liaison between Infar..ry clements and Tank Destroy-
ers, At 1430A Battalion Command Post moved to the town of OBERBRONN (909-
381), At 1130A 07 December 2 Tank Deatroyers "A" Company vicinity of OBLRe
BRONN fired 7 APCBDF and 18 rounds HE at church steeple, 2 guns "A" Company
supporting 179th Infantry 1 km north of GUMBRECHTSHOFFEN, During the
reriod 2 Tank Destroyers east of MIETESHEIM fired 45 rourds at enemy -
positions on northern edze of MERTZIILIER, No change in Reconnaissance
Company missions, ' : :

Before dawn "A" Company moved 3 guns north of OBERBRONN to support
157th Infantry attack on the torm of NITDERBRONN les BAINS, 4%t 20004
“B" Company wheeled vehicles arrived in ZINSYILIER and reported M.1Cs
nnrovte by rail, Company had been supporting the AIR..BORNE Diviszion
fighting in the Maritime Alps north east of NICE, FRAMUE.

Due to change in sectors 70" Company provided AT defense in tie 103rd
Infartry Division dector for the jerliod. Battalion Command Post and 0¥
in OBEPSRCNY received intermitient artiilerw apnd moriar flre whish gcorved
o nits on the Comm.nd Iosy : ‘car . The aignalighis ¢f the O%th
of December wis the Gtk imyr ol NYANI2HTCT0 lo~ TAINS by e 57th Infantry
Regiment with Yank Dastroyers o °
LAt

sany L osueonert, At 17204 2 guns
AT Company 2 .3 oaorti of TOABILUINEINY vars allevad B "C% Company's
guas, At 18004 TBY Company reriimed Li-Ans b oeiwed inthy Bat' liem
evee, By 2430« a1l GV Cempan,s goxs 0 the 1udrd Darbry Titdszen sector
rastaved cad Bupras acs o enh to nay Susition o~ guposr s ceteni 57 MHGh '

- by Teramant
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Battle Report fo. o d .01 Decenbéz u. to 31Domtx 19u(contimnd)

" The J0th #4% Compyny moyed tWé guns 2.1 up the JAEGERTHAL-NJEDER-
BROWR lep- BAINS rosd sypporting advance. of the 157th- Infantry Regimente
tanke and. Tank;antmr: ‘could not meve past 913412'due to enemy yoad
:blocke.dn thet vicinity, "Olconm eontimed in ,lum\'. of 180th Inf-
antyy Ragimsat.with 8 guns + At 13004 2 Tank Destroyers mave acrose river
south:of. REJCHSHOFFEN, 2 Tank Daitroy‘rn rorking south in NIEDTRBRONN les

: BATNS«- ‘REICHSHOFFEN Yoad held up by minss and enewy- fire, At 13304 tank
- dastroyers- moved into GUNDERSHOFFEN,  During the periad. Reoonnaissance
.Company yecciinbitsred gun poaitions for Mel10s.and maintsined liaisom bee
twen. infanfyy elgments and guns,  During the night two Sergeants from
2nd plartopn 0" Company on foot recotinaissance ran into a ensmy. outpost
vicinity of REJCHSHOFFEN, -After brief exchange of fire tlw Sergeants
outflanlwd thé MM -nd oapturod mch.tm gun: and 4 ouuy personhel,

The 11th mrth.r gdm were. madé and 3 teank dntroyara of "A Company
poved into the tom of JAEGERTHAL, one. gun repained blocking road to the
W and the- other 2 moved on int0 NENWILIFR, At 06004 Company "B" relieved
%C® Companyis tank deatrovers supporting 180th Infantry Regiment, ¥C® -
Compeny moved. to assepbly vicinity of ZUTZENDORF for rest, reorganisaticu
and peintenasios on a11 vehicles,  "D* Company noviag with tanka and Infe ',
dnjyme moved into the town of FROBSCH: at‘ 170&. -

O the. 12th, under cover of derkness "A® Conpany noved 3 guna into
the. towmns of IAR{E!BGIIA‘Z&AOH to block roads-leading in, ¥B" Compeny
firved 15 rounds HB: at enemy personnel NE of MSCH ILIER with good effect
and "Q* Company wiowed to assepbly area vicinity of REICHSHOFFEN, At 09304
Battalion Command Post. md into NEH. ILI.ER.

, At 1600k )3 December 1944 “C* Company relieved "M‘ Company's guns
supporting advance .of 157th Infeantry Regiment -and moved to assembly area
vicinity of NEHILIER for recrganisation,

At % 34 Degeuder 1944, Tank Dutroyera of ¥ Company moved with
Infantry elemsnts thru the Maginot Line towm,of LEMBACH where 6 Fis were
taken by the orews, Tank Destroyers fired 25 rounds HE at enemy personnel
to the: na'th east and enemy was observed picking up the dead and wounded,

AM lroaklng up regiatance in that aector, Tank Destroyers moved on
with-advanoing Infantry into the town of WINGEN. @®C¥.Company continued in
suppert of the 157th Infantry and at 1130A moved two Tark Destroyers into
the t omn of MATTSTALL, Reeonnaissanoce Company continued road reconnaissance
in Division -eector and mainteined liajson between Infantry elements and Tank
Destroyers, At 14004, Battalion Command Post moved into the tomn of LANGEN-
SQULTZBACH. - o - '

The 15th of December, third anniversary of the Battalion's organizat-
ion day, was celebrated by moving two Tank Destroyers of WB® Company across
the GERMAN BORDER, north east of WNGEN at 15434, At 15154 a reconnaissance
party consisting of platoon commander and four enlisted men went to vici-
nity of 057498, from the town of POINT WINGEN, where they received mortar
and artillery fire. Bnyoute they encountered estimated twelve man enemy
combat patrol,. Jp:the ensuing fight two enemy were killed and four wounded,
Reconnaissanoe party suffered cns casualty (slightly wounded),

On the 16th "G¥ Company maved tank destroyers into NOTHWILIER, GERMANY
at 1700A and at 1615k ¥B* Qompany moved into BOBENTHAL, GERMANY, the firet
German town to Be taken om.this fromt -

On the 17th the outer m. of the SIEGIBIED LINE, consisting must]y
of pill boxes and tank traps werye reached. ¥B" Company moved one zin ap to
within 600 yards of a cupola shapsd pill box north of BOBEWTH L eud fi:=d
28 rounds LPCBUF and 5 rounds HE with T-105 fuzc, »3dmcing thr soracta

zbeve grouand to rubkle, Exvent of damage o) G gL 33at. a7 row nowa,
"3" Company s action for the day ceasiswing o7 mvodo- poran csstioyers to
ioinity 027/57 and Cofmernd Fost wo JdCTHMEEXNISR, SURUNNTT Yoocoacivsanes
\,o.qpamv cont*nued reccnnaisiaace of roac= v ‘w' Tir Secur, AN 20T50 Come

oy (-one pltn) alerted to assist “BY Gompaar <0ty Bngiucess 1) "’nti alim

in construction of Divisiocn rosd from WINGeN to EogwlifEal. -V coweny movec

1o ne.s assembly area vicinity of 1EMAIZH (CL3AGS -
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Battle Report for Period O1 December 1944 to 31 Decewber 1344 (contimued)

The 18th founa no change in tank destroyers position. .Recomnaissanc:
Company assisting "B" Company 120th Engineers (C) Bmn., "B" Compeny fired,
at pill boxes vicinity of 073543 and 079542. .A total of 45 AFCD?,and
6 HE were fired, A few holes were punched in the strueture but extent
of damage unknown, In the 19th "C" Company moved two guns south of strea
running south of BUNDENTHAL and fired 7 HE with T«105 fuses and 9 HE at
enemy pill box located on hill side north east of BUNDENTHAL, BEffeet un-
known, Reconnaissance Company assisted Engineera constructing Division
road and also reconnoitered for OP pesitions on the Division fromt, .Dure
ing the period "A® Cempany made preparation to eatablish indireet fire
batteriss, - "C*" Company continued in suppart of 157th Infantry Regimeat
providing AT defense and "B" Company supported 180th Infentry Regiment
providing AY defense in sector, - o ‘

On the 20th tank destroyer companies jugdled guns for better positidms
to improve fields of fire, At 13304 "C% Company's 2 tank destroyera south

of BUNDENTHAL fired 17 APCBDF and 11 HE at emn&p Scxes on-slope north
of BUNDENTHAL, Several holes were punched in the structure tut extent of

damage beyond that, could not be ascertained, Guns received a srall ams .

ount of large caliber counter-battery. (estimated 170mm)., Reconnaissamce - .
Company agsaisting Engineefs, Alsc established OP on hill porth vest of
NOTHVEIIER (041533), ' , ‘ o ~

On -the 21st Reconnaissance Compeny conducted recommeissance for ad-
ditional OPs on Division front, All but one platpon-'relisyed {ream mission
of building road, . N e L

At 17004 on the 22nd "A" Compeny's tank destroyers relieved *B® Company
in the BOBENTHAL sector and 2 guns moved to indirect fire positiess and
AT reserve 2 ka west of WISSE!BOURG, "A" Company proyiding AT defemse in
179th infantry regiment sector on right flank of 180th.imfantry regiment
sector north of BOBENTHAL. . ' i

#B" Company detached from this Headquarters and attached to TASX FORCE
HUDELSON on the left flank of the 45th Infantry Divisiom, "“C® Company
continued in support of 157th Infantry regiment sector and at 1340A mowved
2 guns to indirect fire positions and AT reserve 2 kms south of NOTHVEIILER,
Reconnaissance Company established a new OP vicinity of 072532 ( 2 kms NE
of NOTHWEILIER),. - Oné platoon Reconnaissance Company detached from this
Headquarters and attached to the 157th Infantry Regiment for operations,
Entire compeny releived from raad construction, The 23rd found no change
in dispositions.,- On the 24{th indirect Mmtteries registered by Reconnaiss-
ance Company OPs and fired at enemy personnel, Under cover of darkness
2 guna ®"C® Company moved from 056543 and tock up 4T positions viocinity of
945437+ Only action up to,the 26th proved to be the firing of "A" and
"CY Compsnies batteries, vhich fired on enemy persomnel and vehicles and
many harageing missions on eénemy supply routes during the night. Recon-
naissance Company OPs did most of the observing,

At 20004 on the 26th December '44 2 guns moved to vicinity of DAMBACH
to support 157th Infantry Regiment, Battalion continued providi:gy AT d- -
fense along 45th Infantry Division fromt in support of all 3 Infantry Ro.
giments and imdirect firé batteries reinforcing fires of Division Srtill.
ery. For the period up to and including the 3lst batteries continued tc
harass the enemy night and day. Most of the observed targets were adjus-.
ted by Reconnaissance Company who maintained & total of 5 Crs on the Di-ri-
sion front. Also extensive reconnaissance was conducted by all sorpainies
tfor defensive positions in conjunction with Division plan to estabhi. ..
defensve nositions along MAGINOT LINE running through IEMBACH.
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Subjects Administretive Functicns, 645th Tank Destroyer Bettalion, for
Abe period 1 December 1944 - 31 December 1944.

To 1 Commnding Genersl, Seventh Army, APO 758, U § Army.
I. Narrativye ’

1. Deoember was a busy month from an admini:trative point of wview,
In sddition to routine mtters, the thirty-one days featured many events of
star studded importanee. Perhaps of geatest interest to enlisted peraonnel
of the Battalion, was the departure of six men for the Zone of Interior mm
temporary duty, the 6 Deeenmber per Par 3, 8.0, #326, 45th Infantry Division,

e, On the 8th day, vord was reesived that 2nd Lieutenants FRED A,
MERRITT and WENDBLL C, WITALIS JR were now lst Lieutenants, under authority
emtained in 8,0, #2535, Hesdquarters Seventh irmy,

b, Lieutenant CHESTER P IRBY JR reported baek for duty from the
hospital on 9 Decenmber 944, cnly to suffer an immediate rejapse gnd ree
hospitalisttion the following day,

8. lst Licutenants JOSEPH P DION and ROBERT V MARES were relieved
from further temporary duty with the lst Armored Drivers and (Qunners School
at RAMBRRVILIZRS, and reparted back for duty on 10 December 1944.

d, PFor the first tims sinee leaving the United States, the organ-
isation enjoyed the religious serviees of it's own ebaplain with the arrival
of Capt ROBFRT 8, BAZZELL on two weeks of temporary duty from Headquarters
1st Armored OGroup om 11 Degember. On the same day, Capt WILLIAN A, OITTO
and Capt EDVARD T NAUGHTEN exchanged commands, Capt Oitto going to Company
C and Capt Naughten to Headquarters Company, >

: e. Directives continued to pour in with a Seventh Army Memorandum
. dated 16 Degember suspending acticn on the customary submission of efficiency
repcrts at the slomss of the year, until furbher notioce.

f. Tha twentisth day was a busy one, eightcen enlisted replacements
and four officers arrived from ths 3rd Replaesmcnt Battalion to be assigned
and made aequainted with their new organisatiom,

g, Vork somtinued to pick up as the end of the month neared.
the 23rd, word was received that 3/8gt Thomas B Dobry had ressived his comme
ission vie the Battlefield Appointment route. Authority - $,0.#268, Seventh

Arny.

h, In compliance with Kemorendum #7, 45th Infantry Division, all
Unit Funds in exeess of $50.00 were turned into the Division Finance Officer.
Reeeipts were issued for all deposits. 26 December 1544.

i. Ancther officer joined om the 23th, let Lt FREDERICK «, SOUTHFRN,
his orders econtained in 8,0.f49, 3rd hphumn‘. Battalion.

Jo Seventh Army authority to promote within the orgenisation, to
£411 long dormant rotation vasancies, was received on the 29th, Captain BAZZIELL,
the chaplain, departed the same day, having received orders from lst Armored
- @Group Headquarters. ‘

k. As the ocurtain started to fall on the old year, lst Lieutenant

FRED A HURDMAN was given a change in assignment, being |hir£od from Exscutive
Officer, Company C, to the same position in Headquarters Company on the 30th,

1. The final act of the ysar was the sutmisaion of papsrs for the die-
ohlg';. ;go Private First Class David Hamiltom under the provisions of Sestion V,
AR .

wle
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I1. Gazualties

1. Casualties for the month nuvoryu(ht with a totel of thres,
one enlisted man and ome officer lightly wounded im astion and cne offieer
seriously injured in aotion. Eowever, it {a worthy of note that casualties
for November totalled three enlisted mem and two officers, mking a combined
total of four enlisted men and four offiocers for the two momth o, Come -
sidering proportion, the officer casualty percentage is extremsly high,

IIT. Roster of Kev Perscnnel .
Lt Col ED7ARD L. AUSTIN, 0=311026 - Commanding Officer

Major JOHN C, NIEHAUS, 0-333318 Exectitive Offiger
Major PAUL W PRIOR, O=§94217 8-3
Capt JAMES H, LEGENDRE JR, Ow=i354767 8-2
Capt WILLIAM M, WESTFALL, 0-205588 8+,
1st Lt JOHN J, SNYDER, 0=1163958 S-1
Iv. Rremetiona

1, Coples of Specisl Orders as pertains to pro-oucu d\n'hg the nemth
of December, attached as inclosure #1. -

V. Degormationa snd Amards

VI. Summary

1, ¥o unusual administrative problems were snsountered during the mﬁ.'
Howver, considerable difficulty has been experienced in preparing forms for .
the promotion of officers dus to frequent changes in comstrustion. An. nooopt-
abls farm for ame promotion is disapproved for the next. ‘This results in ine
justice and unnscessary delay to the officer comcermed, It is noo-nndod I ~
standard fora be adopted and sontinued,
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645TH TANE BESTROYER BATTALION
APO 45, U 8 ARNY

4 Deeonmber 1944
SPECIAL ORDERS;:
0. 112 s

1, The following promotions and reduction are announced effeetive
this date: \

10 D% REDUCER
1/5.Cvrus C, Parscng, 35292411, Co B, reduced to the grade of private.
- 30 R SERGEANT

» 00 C, vice vacansy.
0o C, vice vacansy,

10 BS CORPORAL
Co B, vioce vacanocy.
s Co B, vigse vacancy.
10 Bp TECEWIDIAN ORADE 3

Byt Nelson NeCollum, 32263766, Co B, vice vacancy.
Ext Ihecdore J, Shuttleworth, 33280129, Go B, vice vacaney.

By order of Lt Col AUSTIN:

JOEN J. SNYDER
1st It., 7. A,,
OFFICIAL: Adjutant

JOHN J. SKNIDER
lst Lt., P. A.,
Adjutant




645TH TANK DESTRONER BATTALION
APO 45, U 8 ARMY

\ 19 December 1944
SPECIAL ORDERS:
¥0. 14

1. The following promotions and reductions are announced effective
this date:

16 Co A, reduced to the grade of private,
co A, raduaed to the grads of private. -
Go A, reduged to the grade of private.

1/5 Dule K, Misezadla, 37511041, Go A, vice vacanoy.
20 BR IRCHNICIAN GRADR 3

Co A, viece vacaney.
Co A, viece wacaney.

By order of Lt.Col.AUSTING

JOHN J. SNIDER
lst Lt., P, A.,
Adjutant

OFFICIAL;

JOHN J. SN!DER

lst It., F. A,,

Ldjuia.n




SPACIAL ORDERS:
XO. 116
Ri1RACZ
1, The following promotions are anncuneed effective this dates
- 20 EE_STAYT SERGRANX
fick Russell K, Lilly, 38017898, Go G, vice vacaney.

et Noraoe 4. Warner, 32748936, Go G, vies vacaney.

By order of It Gol AUSTIN:

JOHN J SNIDER
m u. ’. A..
Adjutant

OFFICIALs

JOHR J. SNIDER

m Lt.’ rl Al’

Adjutant

/7




SPRCIAL ORDERS:
NO. 118 . .
‘ BIIBAGY

2. The following mromotions and redustion are announced effective
this date:

20 3% _BEDUCER
AA Sarmen I Buma, 36130754, Go A, reduced to the grade of private.
20 2R STAFY SEMRANT
Sk Exaakiia T, Acsiasbeauits 3IL5Y7, Go &, vies vacensy.
20 DR _SENGRANT
Sul Gorheth N, Rlwrds, 33532264, Oo 4, viee vacansy.
20 3% CORPGRAL
Dt Edmed X Sharatela, 12077205, Co A, vice vacaney.

By order of It Col AUSTIN:

A

JOHR J. SNYIDER
1st it., 7. A.,
OFFICIALs Adjutant
:(ll J. SNIDER
7. A
ujutan{ ’
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Subjects Repert of Firing, 645th Tank Destroyer Battalien, for the Period
91 December 194 <« 31 December 1944,
To : Commanding General, Seventh Army, APO 758, U, S, Army,
ASSAULT PIRING
TARGET
pare COMPANY (coorpmaTES) ROUNDS RESULTS |
. Decl C Enmy McV Tank, OP, pers 50 mixed Tk knocked cut but
sonnel and church steeple HE & AFC3DF later retrieved by
in MIETESHEIH, enmy, Hits on steen.
& casualties inflict
_ v on_personnel,
2, Dec 3 c Enmy pers vic 920347 33 HE Effsct unknewn
3. Dec 5 C Enmy installations viec 25 HE Effect urknowa
MERTESWILLER, i
4. Dec 6 c Same as above, 15 HE Area well covered
5¢ Dec 7 A _ Church steeple & town 18 EE Hits on steeple
of REICHCOFFEN, 7 APCBDF
5. Dec 7 C Epmy installations 45 HE Effect unknown
in MERTES7ILIER,
7. Dec 12 B Enmy pers vic 994417 15 HE Casualties inflictec
8. Dec 1 B Enmy pers vic 043457 25 HE Enmy obs picking up
. casualties,
Y« Dec 17 B Enmy pill bex and pers 12 HE Cupola~ghaped dome
vic 090535 28 APCBDF reduced to rubble.
5 T-1605 Casualties inflictec
s Dec 19 B Pill box vic €73543 4 HE Effect unknown
. 27 AFCBDF
ito Dec 19 C  Pill box vic $54553 9 HE Effect unknown
B : 7 T«105
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Subject:

A

Report of firing, 645th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for the Period
0l December 1944 -~ 31 December 1944.

ANNEX “B" (CONTINUED)
IND IRECT NG
(From 23 December to 31 December)
Number of rounds expended:
H2544. 2,468 rounds

SMOKS..,.. . 137 B
TIME SHELL..., L "

Targets:

Enemy personnel and vehicles

Enemy entrenciments, pill boxes

Road junctions, towas

Harassing fires on enemy supply routes

Types of Targets:
Observed missions .eceeeecevee 21
Unobserved miSSIiONS eeeeescoss 68

General Results:

Adcurate adjustments were made on all observed missions except in
the case of poor vigibility. Areas reported well covered by OP's,
The majority of fires were harassing missions on enemy held road
net work, towms, and reported troop concentrations,
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