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PART I AR s
1 July to 14 .&mst 19.!.4 . \‘
The Battalion was in bivouac vicinity BAT“IPAGLIA Itraly, undsrgoing am= O
phibious training on lst July 1944. This training contlnued { ®AY Company working T
with 180th Inf, g Company with 179th Inf and "C® Company with the 157th Inf.) R
until 15th July, when Battalion moved to v1cmity of QUALIANO, Italy, to finish s
preparation for amphibious landing in Scuthern France, \
WRX 0o, (minus one platoon) and all other units (excepting those landing in
the assault waves) going in the D=Day Convoy begen loading on Liberty Ships 30th July
1944. Two Platoons ®A" Co,, two Platoons "C" Go, (to be in assault waves) and one
Platoon "B" Co, (to be reserve) began loading on ICTs (M-10s) and LSTs (Command and S
supply vehicles) on 7th August 1944, As Liberty Ships had only taken vehicles and *Q
their drivers, the remaining Battalion persomnel going on the DwDay convoy (not in b\
the asgault wave) boarded a transport on ‘the 9th August '44. Battalion left NAPLES \
Italy on 13 Angust '44 bound for Southern France,

PART II - | S|
1% August to 31 August 1944
(Summary)

The Battalion began to disembark at 08158 15 August 1944 (D-Day) vicinity
of ST MAXIME, Southern France, and all elements (Minus Rear Echelon ) had landed by
the 17th of Augus*b 19444

¥A" Compgny was attached to the 180th Inf, "B" Company to 179th, and "C" Co.
to the 157th, for the landing, The attachments of T.D. Companies directly to Infantry
Regiments contimued through the period, because fagt movement and widespread fanning
out of the 45th Inf, Division made close control by Battalion extremely difficult,
Attachments did not remain constant, but changed according to need and availgbility.

On the 19th August 1944 "B" Company and the 4th Platoon Reconnaissance
Company attached, per 7th Army Order, to the Provisional Air-Borne Division.and at
present are still with them. 4

VMissions for the period were both assault and Anti-Tank with assault
predominating. A total of 897HE, 316 APCBDF, 15 Smoke (3 Inch) and 94 HE, 19 AP (37MM)
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Durlng the period the Battallon suffared 10 casualties to personnel
(all types included), and lost two M-10's, two M-8!s, two N-20's, four f-ton
vehicles and 1 half-track. Losses were due to. enamy‘flre and capture.

Both aupply and maintenance were welghty problems ﬁurlng the period.
Due to the rapid advance and lack of facilities fo étransportatlon ‘the supplying
of fuel was difficult but was accomplished withcuT reak, The terrific pace
of the advance, the absence of time for maintenance, and the non-availability of
parts and replacements deadlined many M-10fs with hanical breakdowns and worn-
out tracks lessening the general atrength and firegpowér of the Battalion.

BATINTER RS
OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD

1. 1lst platoon of "A® Company landed on BLUE BEACH (515245) O815B 15 August
1944 and proceeded to 539253. Fired 60 rounds at pillboxes end houses in that
vicinity. Moved east along coast road to 548260, took two houses under fire, and
reduced them with 45 rounds, Proceeded to South edge of VILLEPAY, assisted B Com-
pany, 180th Infantry Regiment, to clear town, At 1530B 16 August 1944, attached
to C Company 180th Infantry; proceeded from VILLEPAY to 548312? assisted C Company
in reducing prepared defensive position, expending 250 rounds. At 2200B 16 August
1944, 2nd section lst platoon was attached to 3rd Battalion 180th Infantry vieinity
522326, On 17 August plﬂtoon moved to assembly area vicinity LEMUY reverted to
Company Control,

2nd platoon "A" Company landed on YELLOH BEACH AT 08153 15 August 1944

in support of 2nd Battalion 180th Infantry, mission to protect Battalion right flank,
Moved from 510332 to 452279. Fired 20 rounds HE at enemy persomnel, Captured 7
enemy, killed 2, Iloved just south of VIDAUBAN, On 16 August, assisted 2nd Battalion

180th Infantry assaulting town, Horning of 17 August 1944, proceeded in through
VIDAUBAN towards LENMUY. ' ;

2, 3rd platoon "B" Company landed H plus 3, Platoon remained in reserve,

3. 1lst platoon "C" Company attached to lst Battalion 157th Infantry, landed
08458 15 August 1944 and proceeded to PLAN de LATOUR by 1830B same date, with but
slight resistence, 1lst platoon established road block at 400244 and remained in
same position night of August 15 = 16, Furnished assault fire for lst Battalion
on enemy strongpoint encountered in 32 - 33 grid square, 1C00 hours, August 16,
helping take some Pf's, At 1100 hours, the lst platoon fired 125 rounds HE, des=
troying 7 enemy vehicles and causing casualties viecinity of 315336 on VIDAUBAN -
LEWC road. Cleared VIDAUBAN 1700 hours taking up direct fire positions vicinity
of 306337, and remained there night of August 16 - 17, At 1000 hours August 17
established road blocks, one section at 281307 and the other at 306364, Lt 1130
hours contimued with lst Battalion 157th Infantry towards LORGUE, their objective.

3rd platoon "CM Company attached to 3rd Battalion 157th Infantry Regiment,
landed H plus 15 mimutes, August 15, 1944. Resistance slight., 3rd Battalion ob=-,
jective St NAXTME, At 1530 hours 3rd platoon knocked ocut SP gun and pillbox with
only 3 rounds 4PC. At 2200 hours released from 3rd Battalion attachment and attached
to 2nd Battalion 157th Infantry Regiment, At 0630 hours 16 August 1944, continued
with 2nd Battalion west on PLAN de LATOURE - LA GRAND FREINET road towards objective
B lelue. Infantry rode on M-10's, 1630B 16 August 1944, lead M-10 knocked out by
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enemy antitank fire at 252292 resulting in 4 casualties ~ M;lO burned.

4. Reconnaissance Gompany Jlanded D plus l Mbved up and reconnoitered
routes in advance of Infantry. 3

5. At 1100 hours 17 August 2nd nlatoen “AE\Gompany fired 70 rounds at
an enemy column on road vicinity of 325348 dest ng 2 heavy vehicles and one
150mm gun (towed); .also assisted friendly armc I artillery in destroying two
more 150mm guns and several more vehicles. 500 hours 23 Pil's surrendered to
CO "A" Compeny. mAN Gompany continued in &uppo of " 180th Infantry Regiment. At
1830 hours, same date, the 3rd platoon "G" Company in support of 157th Infantry
Regiment, moved into the town of LE LUC, destroying two 88mm towed guns on the
edge of town (224294). "B" Company (minus 2 platoons which had not yet landed)
and Reconnaissance Company supporting 179th Infantry Regiment., Reconnaissance Com-
pany reconnoitered roads in advance of the Infantry, s

6, [liorning of the 18th August found "A" Company (minus one platoon), “B"
Company (minus 2 platoons), and Reconnaissance Company supporting advance of 179th
Infantry vicinity of BARJOLS, "C" Company supporting advance of 157th Infantry
on the drive to RIANS. Two k=10's under repair due to mechanical difficulties.
At 1600 hours 19 August, 1lst platoon "C" Company, working with the 157th Infantry,
fired 20 rounds HE at enemy personnel, knocking down one house and inflicting
casualties., Reconnaissance Company reconnoitered roads to the South and South-
west of BARJOLS, and at 1930B encountered a force of approximately 150 Germans
4 kilometers Wost of BRUE AURIAC, U-81g fired a total of 80 rounds HE (37mm),
inflicting many casualties and taking 30 Pii's, On the 19th August, "B" Company
and the 4th platoon Reconnaissance Company attached to the Provisional Air-Borne
Division'per order Headquerters Seventh Army,

7. At 0600B 20 August, "A" Company pushed off with 180th Infantry from
RIANS, and at 1100 hours reUOTuPd 1st Dlauoon held up by enemy mortar fire one
mile Ylest of PEYROLLES, Between the hours 1400B and 1600B fired a total of 100
rounds HE and 50 rounds APCBDF at enemy mortars, personnel, and 3 enemy tanks in
the 59-54 grid square, Firing was done under cover of a smoke screen laid by the
83rd Chemical Battalion. Enemy tanks withdrew, At 0600B, same date, Reconnaissance
Company pushed off with the 180th Infantry, reconnaitering routes in advance , and
at 1000B assisted Infantry in reducing enemy road block & mile East of PEYROLLES
with 30 cal. liG fire from the M-8's, At ]200B, Reconnaissance Coy, serving as a
point for the Infantry, ran into another enemy road block, and in the ensuing
battle 2 H-8's, 1 M=20, and one 4~-ton were knocked out by enemy antitank gun and
mortars. Six casualties were suffered by our troops. Battalion CP located 5 kil-
omters East of PEYROLIES,

"C" Company’s action during this period consisted mostly of one platoon

moving with the 157th Infantry, one platoon moving with the 179th Infantry and one
platoon remaining in Division reserve,

8, The 21st August found ®A® Company supporting advance of the 180th Infen-
try; "C" Company (minus one platoon in Division reserve) supporting 157th and 179th
Infantry Regiments, At 1630B, "A"® Company fired 36 rounds HE at enemy infantry
vinity of 442518 with gocd effect and then contimied advance on the town of LES
PUYS, During this action Reconnalssance Company reverted to Battalion control butb
UGY Company remained in support of 157th Infantry with one platoon moving to vieinity
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platoon located v:.cin:a.ty of G.E}.P s.n(d one pf
platoons "C" Company remained with the. 157
179th Infantry va.clm.ty of LARAGNS:: Réecor
vicinity of the Battalion GP 5 kilometers no |
2nd platoon A" Company ordered to move ‘to GRENOB
that sector, per VO GG 45th Infantry Divis
On the 25th of August the movement of the £
inity of, CREST with the 157th’ Infantry in CORPS :
On the 4&@ Angust the 1st platoon A" Company: he 3rd platoen BGR Gompany moved
to vieinity of GRENOBIE, leaving the 3rd -platoon: AW ‘Company in support of the 180th
Infantry vicinity of CHORCES. On the same date one gun, 2nd platoon "G" Company,
took under fire 2 MK VI tanks wicinity of .a.LI.EE knoeking out one and damaging the
other. A third enemy tenk hit the }i=10 near the drivers periscope, causing one
casualty and pubtting the gun out of action,

suppert l??th Tn.f.‘antry in
spositions remained the same.
nd platoens "C" Company to viec-

RVE proved to be the only change,

9. At Roo@uguat the Battalion (minus "B" Company, 2 platoons. ®C" Com-
pany, one platoon "A" Sompany, and one platoon Reconmaissance Company) occupied
positions North of-GXENCBLE, supporting advance of 179th Infantry.

. On thel28#h Auzust, 2nd platoon "C¥ Company fired at additionzl enemy
tanks vieinity of knocking out one and damaging two more., No change in dis-
positions, On thé 9% 2 guns 2nd platoon "AR Company and 2 guns lst platoon “AM
Company moved to vicinity of BOURG de PEAGE with a re:.nforced rifle company ridlng
on the M-10's., CEnemy tanks and infantry were encountered. Fired approximately 75
rounds causing the enemy tanks to withdraw but accurate result undetermined due to
poor visibilddy, On the same date Battalion CP moved to viecinity of MORESTEL (440-
800). Thugust found Reconnaissance Compa.ny reconnoitering in advance of 180th
Infentry and at 1100B were reported in the vicinity of AMBERIEU en BUGEY (340110)
with patrols working to the north, east and west of that point. The locations of
the firing companies were w:.desoread. one section lst platoon RA® Company vicinity
of MEXIMEUX (215056), 1 section 2nd platoon vicinity of MEXIMEUX (217048), one sec-
tion lst platoon and one section 2nd platoon vieinity of BOURG de PEAGE (164095),
one section 3rd platoon vieinity of 333061, other section 3rd platoon viecinity of
335028; 1st and 2nd platoons "C" Company vicinity of HMONTALIEN-VERCIEU (385946),
3rd platoon 1G" Company maintaining road blocks vicinity of BOURGOIN; Reconnaissance
Company (= 4th platoon) viecinity of AMBERIEU en BUGEY (324105) and a three man
listening post vicinity of St ENTICNNE de S!GEON (358420) ,

10, On the 31st August lst platoon ®AM Company knocked out one MK V and one
MK III tank vieinity of CAMP de la VALBONNE, At 1700 hours, 1 M-10 lst platoon,
vieinity of CAMP de la VALBONNE, knocked out by enemy shell fire, Shell pierced
turret causing 2 casualties, At 1600 hours, Reconnaissance ompany patrol, cone
sisting of 1 l-20, two ?k-tons, ran into a strong German patrdl vieinity of CHAL-
HONT which knocked out the M-20 and one 4-ton, Four men reported missing but later
returned to the organization, -

PART IV
ENEMY MATERIEL DESTROYED BY THIS BATTALION (MINUS B COMPANY AND ATH PLATOON RECON
CONNAISS.NCE COMPANY), FROM D DAY, AUGUST 15TH TO 318T AUGUST 1944 INCLUSIVE,

DATE PLELCE TARGET, BTG, - COMPANY
1515308 315336 (liaps~- K:,(L)e% SP gun (cal unknowm) and S Co.
Pillbox,
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DATE BLACE

GOMPANY

1611008 315336 uoK
1710308 LE WG (224294) 'DEstro‘yed 2 ssm -awed guns g
181100B 325348 Fired 70 rds. on ey column on rd. RAW

vic. of 325348, Destroyed 2 hvy

M/Ts, a 150mm Inf. How, and Prime

lMover, and helped deatroy 3 other

150 Hows, and several more vehicles.
2616308 Vie. of ALLEX Fired on 3 ey tks. Destroyed a MK IV ®CH

and damaged another,
2817308 Vic. of ALLEX Fired on 6 MK VIs. Destroyed 2 and uga

damaged 2 others,
311600B Vic. CAMF DE LA Destroyed MK V, and MK III tnaks and MAM

VALBONNE inflicted casualties on ey personnel,

PART ¥V

BATTLE REPORT FOR “B" COMPANY AND 4th PLATOON RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY FOR THE PERIOD
20th AUGUST '44 to 31st August Y44. ODURING WHICH TIME THEY WERE DETACHED FROM THE
BATTALION AND ATTACHED TO PROVISIONAL AIR-BORNE DIVISION,

wpH Cunin-‘NY

1. At 1745 hours August 20, 1944, "B" Company and one platoon of Reconnais-
sance Company left vicinity of B&RJOLB Company closed in bivouac at CAMP des CAIS
(557392) at 2115 hours. Iiaison officer sent to 463rd Air-borne Artillery.

2. August 21, 1944 - At 0800 hours, Company "B® and Reconnaissance platoon
left bivouac area, proceeded Northeast through FREJUS, ST RAPHAEL and Ie TRAYS, 1st,
2nd, and 3rd platoons went into indirect fire positions in vicinity of 288577, At
1130 hours Reconnaissance platoon detached from "B" Company and ordered to report to
G-3 lst ABTFA., At 1820 hours, lst platoon in support of 551lst Paratroop Battalion,
left their position and proceeded to FREJUS, turned north on Highway 7, leading to
CANNES, and went into position approximately 75 miles west of CANNES.(265626). At

2230 hours 2nd pla’boon moved to a position at 299605 in support of the 509th Paratroop
Battalion,

3. August 22, 1944 - At approximately 1100 hours lst platoon moved one section

to 280627 and fired 23 rounds HE and 12 rounds APC at houses in vieinity of 277639
and 281643, Houses contained enemy personnel and patrols later reported enemy

CONEIDENTIAL
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dead in houses. At 1430 hours’'3rd platoon moved by way ef FREJUS and Highway 7
to a position at 267629, :

4. August 23, 1944 - One TD had been turned in to Battalion Maintenance
on August 20th was replaced and reported back to Gq@pany Three Enlisted Men
from Reconnaissance Platoon attached to Gom@aqw.' iison officer sent to 509th

d _ posttion at 299627,

Paratroop Infantry Battallon. 2nd platoon movad to

5. August 24, 1944 - At 0100 hours 2nd platoon ‘moved to 299639. At approx-
imately 0500 hours 3rd platoon moved to indirect fire position at 302626, Ex-
.pended 9 rounds Smoke and 7 rounds HE registering, In the afternoon of this date
1st and 2nd platoons moved out in support of the 551st Paratroop Battalion and the
509th Paratroop Battalion., lst platoon passed through Ia BOCCA, turned north at
CANNES, o MOUGINS, and went into Antitank positions in that vicinity. 2nd platoon
passed through Is BOCGA CANNES, GOLFE-JUAN, JUAN-les-PINS, and ANTIBES, establishe
ing road blocks just north of hNTTBmS

6, August 25, 1944 - At 0200 hours CP and 3rd platoon moved in convoy with
463rd FA Battelion through La BOCCA, CANNES, GOLFE-JUAN, JUAN&les-PINS, and ANTIBES,
CP went into position at 451684, Brd platoon went into indirect fire position
at 449684 and expended 38 rounds HE reglsterlng WB" Company furnished 463rd FA
Battalion with two half-tracks, one li=-ton, and one 24-ton vehicle to transport
personnel, equipment, and ammunition on move., One half-track hit mine and turned
over to Ordnance. No “B“_Gompany personnel lost.

7. August 26 1944 = 3rd platoon fired 40 rounds HE and 6 rounds Smoke at
enemy target. Nature of target unknown. lst platoon moved from their position
in the vicinity of HOUGUIN to position in 509th Paratroop sector, ' "B® Company pro-

vided 463rd FA Battalion with vehicles to transport personnel, equipment and ammini-
tion.

8, August 27, 1944 - 1lst platoon detached from 551lst Paratroop Battalion
and attached to lst SFF., Z2nd platoon in Antitank position at following locations:
450678, 441687, LATE90 and 45469, 3rd platoon moved to establish road blocks
north of 2nd platoon position. Company CP present location at 451684, By order of
Col. Evans, Artillery Ufficer 1lst ABTFA, 1lst platoon detached.from 55lst Pcht Battalion
and attached to 1lst SBF, moved in support of SBF to a position in the vicinity of
400775. At 1145B, 2nd platoon moved and established road blocks at 466735, 468742
and 466742, At 1200B, 2nd section lst platoon went on armored patrol with 1lst SSF
through La CALLE, ST PAUL VINCE, back to ST PAUL, south to VILLENEUNE ~ LOBET, !
east to CAGNES- SJR-knR and contlnued east to a p01nt at 516768, Five rounds HE and
1 round APC were fired on a house (510764) containing snipers. The patrol returned
to CAGNES-SUR-IER and destroyers took up Antitank posiion at 486764.

9. August 28, 1944 - CP moved to 478754 in vieinity of CAGNES-SUR-MER.
3rd phatoon moved with 551st Prcht Battalion to positions west of VAR RIVER at
518759 and 518760, 515766 and 516768. By order of Col. Evans, lst ABTFA, 2nd platoon
"Bt Company detached from 509th Breht Battalion and attached to 550th ﬁlr-borne
Infantry Battalion, Ordered to report to GROSSE. 2md platoon left CP area at 1100B
to report to CO of 550th Air-borne Infantry Battalion at GROSSE, 3rd platoon fired
8 rounds HE at a pillbox across VAR RIVER. Pillbox demolished and several enemy
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personnel believed killed

10, August 29, 1944, - At 15003, 2nd_sectiun
at 512824 with imtention of crossing rive: -
Prcht Battalion, While waiting for the f
orders from CO "B* Company to return to.
from lst SSF, 3rd platoon detached from 509

placed in support of 460th FA Battallon by ond

.*of miﬁes they received
1st platoon detached

: nérai WREDERIGK.

11, August 30, 1944 - At 09308 2nd sectlon af lst platoon and 3rd platoon
noved to STPAUL,

A Angust 31, 1944 - At 06003 1st and 3rd. platoons Eoved to indirect fire
positions at approximately 13 miles north of La ROQUETTE. ~id not register. At
1600B CP moved to a position 1 mile north of La ROQUETTE, -~

4TH PLATOON RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY

1. August 20, 1944 - Attached to 180th Infantry Regiment, lade reconnais-
sance from RIANS to PEYROLIE, Contacted enemy approximetely 1 mile from PEYROLIE,
lMaintained contact with them until infantry flanked town. We were relieved from
180th Infantry and attached to "B* Company 645th TD Battalion. Left Battalion CP

1800B to go to SSF to whom "B" Compeny was attached. Bilvouaced near FREJOS, loved
approximately 150 miles that day, '

2, August 21, 1944 - Detached from "B* Company and attached directly to SSF.
Reconnaissance made towards GROSSE, Enemy personnel and road block contacted approx-
imately 10 miles from destination. Road bleck congisted of fallen trees and Anti-
tenk guns, K-8 fired 8 rounds 37 mm at obstacle, No return fire from road block
but snipers on hill above started firing., Other M-8 fired 14 rounds at snipers. Dark~
ness caused us to withdraw. Rations and gasolipe hard to secure.

3. August 32, 1944 - Attached to SSF, mission to fire on MG nest near

LEYNORUS, but due to mugierous enemy antitank guns ABTF Headguarters called platoon
back to TREGUS for new mission,

4o MAugust 23, 1944 = New mission from Air Borne Task Force to keep contact
with 36th Divison and VI Corps. Route weg COIPS, CASTELLANE, DIGNE, Contact
point DIGNE Hdde route with very liltle difficulty. Turned 6 PU's over to 36th
Division. Platoon CP set uprat DIGNE. ilade contact with VI Corps liaison officers.
Gas and rations still a problem, MNileaze for the day 131, 3 enlisted men detached
from platoon to go to "B" Company to establish an OP,

5. August 24, 1944 = Made return trkp to 517th Prcht Battalion with informe
ation for ABTF, Trip was made with light vehicles only. Received orders at 517th
to contact 45th Division ljaison at DIGNE, Liaison did not show up. Two men made
trip to 45th Infantry Division CP to obtain information needed, Were the only con-
tact between the 45th Divisbon and ABTF, Total mileage approximately 400.

6. August 25, 1944'— Reported to 517th Prcht Battalion by new route, a some-
what shorter ome. Platoon CP still at DIGNE where liaison contacted us every day.
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