Whils the Battalion was attached to the 4Oth Infantyy Division our Re-
conmhissance Company was used for the Division reoomnsissance mission under
the direction of the Division G=2. They performed the mission normilly as-
signed to the Division Cavalry Recommiissance Trocp. Direct redic coammmi-
oation was maintained betveen the Bettalion 3«2 and Division G=2 with Recon-
naissance Company ecmmander maintaining commmnication with Battalion S-2.

=313 1

As no threat of enexy armored attack developed the firing oompanies re~
mained attached sach teo an Infantry Regimsat for direct fire support to the
ground troops. The principal targets attacked were caves, pillboxes, and
mchine gun nests., The 3=inch gun proved te be very ¢ffective against thess
targets and the Cempanies destroyed many. Often the ¥=JO's were wsed for
direct fire against Jap artillery of various oalibers, destroying msny. How-
ever often this hesvy armor was employed for missions moymal to organic Ine
fantry wespons, At times the M-10 Tank Destroyers wers used centinuously
while the M=7's and ST Anti-tank gunscef the Infantry were idls,

Fhen working as direst support for an Infantry advance the Tank Destroyers
zust be provided with friemdly ground troops for pretection frem infiltratiom
by the enemy. Engineers should be made available to the Tank Destroyers as
mine sappers. There are mot sufficlent personnsl available in the Tank De—
stroyer Battalion for this job,

Misuses of the Self-propelled destroysr were sending them on missions in
whohtuntmnwmawwpmpmuctimfwmm

-~ X
TRAB gy

xtronmmund troops. | om severelisooeslons:in.the 8. Viginity of tho Damban
hills the N=10's wers used Wy the Infantry commanders to spearhead thedir drive
through rough terrain. (Terrain not suitable for opexrstion of N=-10's).
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Oftem the Platoons were attached to & Battalion or Company and were kopt
in the froot lines for days at & time making it impossibls to perform proper
mintenance cn the N=10's, Hers again it is felt that this was mot an econcai-
oal wse of weapons as the towed 57M('s were available for this missiom.

Yhen companies are detached from the Battaliom and attached to Infantry
Regiments the Pattalion loses communiostion, supply is very difficult and
mintenance o0 vital to armored equipment is next to impossible. Decause of
the distances involved when the ocompanies were detached it beocame impracticahble
to send Battalion msintemmncs section to aid the companies.

3 pmery - 19 March 1945
On January 31 the Battalion winns "E" Compauy, Who remsined attached to

the 4Oth Infantry Division, reverted to oontrol of XIV Corps and attached to
1st Cavalry Division. The elsments attached to lst Cavalry Divisiom left
Capes 1 Fed, and arrived at Mayupyap 2 Feb. where we were attached to the 12th
Cavelry Regiment, and given mission of protecting the north and east fiank of
the Division, and to receamoiter 2rea Mayapyap to Cabu., WFhile here Resomnais-
sance Oompany sent dally patrols to Cabu River and secured the Cabanmatuan
Prison Camp No. 1. W®A® Company established & road block north and “C% Company
established road blocks on the east,

On 5 Feb. the Battalion received orders to semd "A® Company south to con=
tact lst Cavalry Division., "A® Company arrived at (reee Park, Nanila, 1400
on 6§ Feb,

On 8 Feb. the Battalion mimus ®A® and *B% Compeny with the 85th Chemical
Battalion minus "P* and “C* Compamies attached was given the mission of guarding
the bridges in the Cabamatwen &res and mmintain contact with the 6th Division
oa the north,

(n 10 Feb. the Battalion was relieved of its nissiocn by the 112th Regi-
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mental Combat Team and oxrdered to move south to Manils, The movement took
two days arriving st Rosario Heights, Manils at 1030 11 Feb. Here we passed
to control of the 1st Cavalry Division.

On 12 Feb. the Battalion was ordersd to semd "Ct Company to Dinalupihan
to pass to control of the Comsanding General of the XI Corps, upon arrival
there,

During the rest of the operation Headquarters and Neadquarters Comphny
remained in the Manils srea. The principal duty performed here was to main-
tain liaison betwesa "A® (ompany, Reconnaissance Comphiny and the lst Cavalry
Division., Supply and mintemance were continued to the companies in this ares
although they wers atiaghed to other units,

The Battalion was ordered to assemble for staging at vieinity of the
wack waock Country Club, Manils ares by 2400 19 March,

AW

On 5 Febe ¥A" Company was attmched to 1st Covalry Division and left
¥ayapyap for Manila. They moved by stages and arrived at Crece Park, Mmnils
ares on 6 Fed. Here the Company was attached to the 2nd Brigads, lst Cavalry
Division. On 9 Feb. the Company moved to Weck Fack Country Club, Nanila, and
was attached to lst Brigeds, lst Cavalry Division.

During the period from the 9 Feb. to 15 Feb. the Platoons were used as
direct fire support for the lst Brigade in the vicinity of Guadlupe. The
principal targets attaciked in this ares were oaves, field pieces and machine
gun nests., The units employed were sections or Flatoons. The lst Platoon
of *A% Company wes sent to the Junction of the Mariquina and Pesig River to
cover that are2 ard destroy any enemy trocps attempting to eseape slong that
route. They fired into caves and at enemy observation post!s in towers in
the town of Pasig. 0Good results were obtained, Mny ensmy troops were killed

and soms equipment destroyed. The first Plitoon remsined in this same gsnsral
-3 -
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area until on this assigned mission until 2 March.

On 17 Feb., the Company minus lst Platoon moved to the }alate District
in the city of Nsnila, These elsments of "An Company remained here until
the 2nd of March, During this period the 2nd and 3rd Platoons were employed
as direct fire support to elemsntes of the 1lst Brigade, 1lst Cavalry Diviasion.
The normal practioce hsre wasz to attach a Platoon of Tank Lestroyers to a
Squadron of Cavalry to support their advence. The ¥~X)*s weres used for direct
fire into caves, pillboxes, and concrete buildings. The machine guns mounted
on the ¥-10ts and ¥-20*s were used against enexy foot troops and proved wvery
effective. lMany Japs attempting to advance toward the Platcon or escape from
bullkiings were killed by the machine guns,

On the 2nd of Mareh the Company was relieved of the missien in the
wlled City area and moved to 2 bivouac in vieinity of Wack Wack Country Club,

March 9th the 1lst Platoon was attached to the 8th Cawvalry Regiment and
the «nd Platoon was attached to the 12th Cavalry Regiment, The Platoons left
the Company ares and moved to viscinity of Taytay.

On these missions the platoons closely supported thess two Regiments
firing at oaves, artillery pieces, mechine gun nests, and enemy biwousc
areas. The 2nd Platoon laid a heavy concentration of fire on a susupected
enexmy area destroying ons 7510( enemy field piece, two 6-inch mortars and killing

at lsast 25 enamy persommel.
"A® Compény reverted $o Battalion comtrol on 12 Nareh and assembled with

the Batialion for staging in the vieinity of Waek Wask Country Club, Manila.
28 COMPANY
When the Battallion reverted to XIV Corps control "B* Compery remained
attached to the 40th Infantry Division,
On the 1st of Feb. the company was moved from Capas to Mamatitang., Herse
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the Company less 3rd Platoon was attached to the 160th Infantry Regiment, and
the 31d Platoon was attashed to the 129th Infentry Regiment. The 3rd Platoon
remined attached to this Regiment, witil 8 Feb. when thsy were attached o
the 108th Infantry Regiment. During this period the YD Platoom was used for
direct fire support to the advancs of 129th Infantry Regiment. The lst and
2nd Platoons worked with the 160th Infantry Regiment.,

It was the prestice of the Infantry Regiment Comnsnders to attach a
Platoon of Tank Destroyers to 2 Battalion or Company of Infantry to offer
direct fire support to their advance. The aitached Tank Destroyer Platoons
fellewed very closzely the advance of the Infantry front line elements, firing
into esaves, at pill boxes and machine gun nests, The miachine guns mounted
en the M¥-]0's and ¥-20'8 were used ageinst enemy foot troops. At times the
MW-10's were usel to fire at troop concentrations.

On 11 Feb, the 2nd Platoon was attached to the 185th Infantry Regiment,

The respective Plitoons remained attached to the Infantry Regiments until
3 Wsxch,

The Tank [estroyer Platoons often remained with the front line companies
for days at a tire., IDiuring these periods the Company supplied them with food,
fuel and ammunition, Meintenance was very difticult during these periods. The
terrain in thie arca was steep, rough and proved very diffieunlt to operate over.

On the 3rd of Harch ¥"P" Compeny was attached to the 43rd Infantry Division.

Oon the 6th of March the Company was released from the XIV Corps and ate
tached to the XI Corps, but remained with the 43rd Infantry Livision and on
10 ¥arch the Company passed to control of the 38th Infantry Division. They
remained attached to this Division umtil 19 March when they reverted to Battalion
control and moved to vicimity of wack Week Country Club, MAnila, for staging with
the Bettalion.
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“C* CONPANY

From 24 to 31 January, while in the Bamban area "C" Company worked with the
160th Infantry Regiment and supported with direct fire, the advance of the
Infantry, The principal targets wers caves, field pieces ani machine gun
nests.

Company “C® accompanied ths Batialion on the meve to ¥anila, In the
Cabanatuan area they were assigned the mission of protecting the east flank
of that area from attack and gusrding bridges in this area,

The Compamy arrived, with the Battalion minus "A® and "p* Companiee, in
the Manils area on the 11lth of Feb.

On the 12th of Feh, "C" Company was ordered to move to Pimaluphan and
upcn arrival to pess to oontrol of the II Coxpe.

ypon arrivel in the Dinaluphan area the 2nd Platoon was attached to the
1,9th Infantry Regimemt to assault enemy fortified positions in the Zig-lag
Pass area,

The 2nd Platoon elosely supported the 149th Infaatry Regimeat, In this
action the Tank Destroysr Platoon pushed through Zig-Zag Pess clearing the
enemy and making 2 jJunction of the 149th Infantry with other elements of the
38th Division possible. The Platoon destroyed cns medium Jap tank, 8 machine
guns 2and killed an wndetermined number of onemy troops. The Platoon reverted
to Campany control on the 18 Fsb, and joined with them in their bivouas.

{n 18 Feb. "C" Company moved t0 DPalanga and was abtached to the 14Gth
Infantry Regiment, The same day they were relieved from attashment to the
149th Infantry Regiment and attached to the XI Cozp.

Feb. 20th the 3rd Platoon was attached to ths lst Infantry Regiment.

The 1st Platoon was givern the mission of establishing a road block at Road
Junction coordinstes 820.5 = 1770.4, Map Luzaon, 1:50,000.
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Oon Feb, 22nd the 1lst and 3rd Platoons reverted o Company ocontrol. The
naxt day the lst Platoon was attached to the 149th Infantry Regiment for tace
tical support.

(n Feb, 24th “C® Company minus lst Platoon moved to Hermosa, The 1st
Platoon followed the nmext day, While in this area the Company was assigned
recomnaissance snd patrol missions on the road net working around Hermosa.

March 8th the Company was ordered to Fort Stotssnburg area and arrived
thers about 1300 8 Maroch., In this area the 2nd Platoon supported the mopping
up opsrations of the 149th Infantry Regimemt, This mission continued wntil
13 March,

n 18 Mareh "C* Company wes relieved of assignessnt with the 149th
Infantry Regiment and reverted to Battalion control. The Company joined the
Battalion in the staging area, viocinity of Wack Wack Coumtry Club, Manila
areid on the 19th of March.

REGONNAISSANCE COMPANY

Recormaissknce Company was relieved of its mission with the 40th Division
on the 31st of January and moved with clememts of the Battalion to Myapysp
arriving there on 2 Feb, In this area the 2nd Platoon was attached to YAw
Company to aid in a road hlock east of Mayagyap. The remainder of the Com=
pany was assigned the misaion of recommoitering the area east of Cabanatuan
to Cabu. Several enemy contacts were made., On this mission they 2lso re~
comolitered the Kalipid Air sStrip,

On 3 Feb, the Comsany minus 2nd Platoon was ordered to secwre the Ca=
banatuan Prison Camp Ko. 1 &nd bring back historieal dcouments, The records
taken here were turned over to the Commanding Officer, 12th Cavelry Leglment.
Other elsmsmts of the Company pushed on to Cabu and engaged the enemy there.
Plonesr Platoon placed mortar fire on an enemy bivoumc area with good results.

The Company retained the reconntissance mission im the Cabu area umtil
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iD Feb. when they moved with the Battalion to the Manila area, The Recomnais-
sance Company preceded the Battalion on the march and were used as road guides.

During the period 11 to 14 of Feb. the Company mede daily security patrols
on the road nst east and north of she Battalion bivouac ares, at Rosario Heights
Extension, Manila,

OGne seetion of Piomeer Platoon was attached to "C® Company and was sent
to Dinaluphan to Jein them. They were to assist #(* Qompeny in removing mines
in their path of advanse. They returnsd to their Company on 19 Feb,

On 16 Feb, the lst and 2nd Platoons and one section of Pioneer Platoon
were ordered to report 4o the Commanding Officer, 112th Regimental Combat Team
in the vicinity of Santa Maria for missions in that area,

¥hile on & recomaissance mission in the vicinity of Presnm2 the elements
of Reconnaissance Company rescued 46 enlisted men and cne officer of Company
"B, 1275th Enginsers, In this action the enemy was vigorously engaged and
held down, allowing the enginsers to withdraw, Reconnaissance Company lost
one officer and one enlisted man killed, One ¢ ton C & R truck was lost,

The enemy then moved in and captured the radio from the § ton. The vehicle
was later destroyed by 37MM fire from our guns. Ths Company was relieved
of this mission on 19 Feb. and returned to Battalion control.

22nd Feb. the Gompany was attiached to the 302nd Cavalry Reconnaissance
Troop and moved to I'ort MeKinley. Here the lst and 2nd Reconnaissence Platoons
Were assigned the mission of patrolling the MoXinley ares, destroying any
ensmy encountered. The 3rd Reoconna issanoce Platoon and Picneer Platoon moved
to Angono., Here they were assigned mission of patrolling the highway and ade-
Jacent ares to a depth of 2000 yards from Taytsy to Cardona,

On the night of 23rd ~ 24th Feb. the Japs attempted a Bansai attack on
the two platoons, but were repulsed. 1In this attack 26 Japs were killed,

On the 3rd of Mirch the remfinder of Reconnaissanoce Gompany moved to An-
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gone and reverted to Battalion contrel. Recomaissznce Company with one Plie
toon of "A® Qorpuny and 97 guerrillss attached wxs given the mission of pro-
tecting the right flank of the lst Cavalry : ivision, patrolling and securing
road Taytay to Cardona on Highway 21, and establishin; road bloek at Angono.
This mission was ocontinued with one minor contact with the enemy until 12 Msrch
when the bLattalion was relieved of this mission. Leconnaissance Company then

moved tc Battallion tivouwas area vicinity of wack wack Country Club, Manila,
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CONUNIGATIONS

Then operating as a Battalion the organic¢ communications in a Tank De-
stroyer Battalion proved quite adequate. MHowever because of the cistances
involved in operations with separate units, it is felt that & 3CR 506 or SCR
193 radio should be msde available to each firing company. Often, when a
Company was operating some distance from the Battalion Headquarters, communi-
cations with the 608 radio was impossible, Attachment of a Company to & Di-
vision or Brigade necessitated a 193 or 506 to communicats with higher head-
quarters. During tne last stages of the present campaign one ci these sets
%23 zade availabls to the Company comeander and proved very valuable.

Within their range limit the €10 and 608 radios worked very well. Spare
trensmitiers and receivers should always be available in the field in event of
a failure as repair on the spot is not always possible.

Oune difficulty encountered while working with the 40th Infamtry Civisiom
apd the lst Cavalry Division was that the 2ssigned frequencies of the Tank
Degtroyers and the Fleld Artillery units were so close that reecelving was
often imgoscible due to interference from the artillery sets. This was
ecpecially true in the Manila area where all elements were close.

The practice of attaching a Tank Destroyer Platoon to an Infamtry Battalion
or Cavalry Squadreon presented a problem in communications, The organic T.E.
allcwance in the I’latoon does not provide sufficient radios for this connection.
The Infantry Battalion or Cavalry Sqguadrons must provide the radios for com-
munications between the Platoon amd supported element, This can be accam=—
plished by the supported unit attaching a radio and radio operator to the
Tank Destroyer Platoon Commander to communicede directly with the Infantry
Commander, Whils working with elsments of the 40th Infantry Division the
Infantry Commanders failed to do this making coordination between the sup-

ported and supporting elements very difficult, and oftemn resulted in the
- m [ ™)
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‘i‘ank Destroyer Platoons not being abls to give proper support unless the
Platoon Commander performed foot resonnaissance with the Infantry thereby
losing eontrol of his Platcon during that pericd, something emtirely foreign
to Tank Destroyer mroceedure.

The supported units of the lst Cavalry Livision provided a radio and
operator to the Tank Destroyer Platoon Commander to work directly with the
Squadron or Troop Cozmmander. This method proved very satisfactory and close
coerdination between the two were possible,

AMMUMITICH

rarly operatiomsl procedure called for close support of the Infantry.
Responsibility for smmunition resusply was left to the Hastalion despite the
plan providing for haulage by the Regimental Combat Teams, The amuunition
train was not brought in until the operation was over making resupply an
overvhelminz obstacle. Om operations calling for closs support of the Ine
fantry the unit of fire should be enlaryed or more than three units of {ire
sheuld be carried,

At least 0% cf the ammmition carried should be E.c. Very little use
was found for APC in this operztion. iven when working near ¥alled City in
Manila, H.E. with delay fuse proved more satisfrotory than APC on caves, pill
boxes or any tyce of obstacle encountered here. W¥.P. Smoke was not avellable,
howevar it ie felt that this type of ammunition would have been valuable
against targets encountered.

Cne round of APC nenetrated the rear of a Jap mediwm tank, passed
through it, and axploded in the bank of dirt about 20 yards away. H.:. with
delay fuze fired at the same tank penstrated the armor and exploded inside
causing much more damage.

often quite heavy concentrations of {ire were pleced on targets in front
of advaneing Infantry troops. H.E. only, was practicable for such missions,
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Vagueness of information, irom the Infsntry, witn regard to target
locations, and insistence that fire be ladd cown, neceseitated the expendi-
ture of ammunition not contemplated by allotments,

GENWRAL OBSERVATIONS

pirect fire from the 3-inch gun proved very effective against targets
encountered during this campaign. In the Walled City area of Menila they
were usel extensively 2gainst concrete emplacements and buildings.

In the Bamban ares the principal turgets were caves, field pieces, pill-
boxes and observation posts. The J-inch gun because of its speed and ac-
curacy proved to be ome of the most valudble weapons fer these missions. 'he
presence of Mel0?s on the front lines was of great assistance as 2 morale
factor for Infantry.

It was the practice in this operation to aitach a Tank [estroyer (ompany
%0 a Division or Regimeat. This made the supply and maintenance of all equip~
pent difficult. (ften the Companies were 8¢ far removed from the Battalion
that it wes impossible to attempt to supply or provide them with mainmtenance.
There are nc supply vehicles in the organic equipment of the Lestroyer or Recon-
nalszance Company, nor does the equipment in their maintenmance seetion pro-
vide for separete operations, especially for armored wehicles.

It is felt by this Headquarters that a better plan would be to keep the
Companies under Battalion contrel. The camjanies could then be dispatched
to Infantry Reziments or Battalions requesting aupport through the Division.
The battalion should retain control of the slenents in event an armored
threat should develop.

¥hile operating with the 40th Infantry Livision the Tank Destrcyer Plae-
toons with their heavy equipment were often left wiih the fromt line Infantry
elemsnts for days at a ti:e muking malotinance of the equipment impossible.
The N-l0's were in easy range of enemy artillery or mortar fire. The Lestroyers
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vers too often called intc positions without definite iargets, This natural-
1y shortenec tne life of the ecuipment,

ixcelient cooperation was received Irowm the lst Cavalry lLivision. ‘hile
working in are2s where enemy foot troo~ss and land mines were a constant threat
to the lLaestruyers, Engineer and friendly foot troops ware alleted to the Tank
Destrnoyer elements. A Squad from the angineer 3quadron was -rovided ond who
rezainad vith the lank Doestroyer Platoon,

In zddition to the .50 callber rAichine run normally mounted on the turret
of the ¥=10ts a provisionml ,30 caliber machine gun was placed on the turret
immediately in front of the gun commender where it could he employed by him
against fout troops or o mark targets. By using tracer ammrmnition ths tarcet
can ba mrked for 3-inch fire thus conserving ammmition., ¥ith the .50 cali-
ber mountad in the rear and the ,30 c~liber in front it gave the crev all
arounc protection from enemy gronnd trooms. In the Luson campaign this are
rangerent proved highly successful.

The three E1liK =mertars of the Battalion normally assigned one to each
firin; compaiy, were placed in “ioneer *latoon of the Recormaissance Company
and manned b; the organic persomel., The ariunition was carried »rineimally
in tha lsteon vehinles and an M-10 trailer which was made available to
cugrent the suprly. This -roved to be a nod plan as the mortars were free
quentiy usad,

The M=¥'s ~n¢ ¥-20'8 in Recomaissance Compeny proved to be very pood
reccnn?issance vehiclies over terrain whers 8 road net existed, however ~ver difé
ficult terrain tneir ability to recomnoiter for track vehicles is very limited.
The armor on these vehicles afforded saufficiant nrotection for the nersonnel
againet Jspanese small ~rms fire, The 4=3 Holf=track persomnel carrier was
substituted for the 1% ton €xb in Reconniissance Compeny, Pionser Platoon,

to provide armor protection for the personnel, The winch on Falfetracks
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;nau.d the entire Company to make croesings of streams otherwise impozaible
to ford,
ENBMY 1OSSES
The following is 3 list of enemy equipment destroyed or damaged, and
casualties inflicted upon the enewmy:

Destroyed
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&-u Fl.l.l m.oonooocoool
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bm.......'............l
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HYYe 50 cal. Machine Gun.l
Twin Barrel Machine Qun...l
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Pinm.....'..........‘?
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m Gm............‘.....z
75MM Gun (1 Mobile AA Kt).S
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m.oo.oooo.oooooooooooom
m (Tiin).............ua
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m m.oooooocoooools
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Tmok......»-..............l

M m 111kctiﬂﬂ.-..o......o............505
m Pmum Kﬂl&i 1“ actionoooooocooocoooozw
mm‘ﬂ dm.ooooooco-ooo-.oooooo.ooooooooos

QUR OWN 108318
The following is a list of casualties to our own men and equipment,

1 l=10 Tank Destroyer, complste with all equipment lost in Agno
River,

2 ¥=10 Tank Destroyers damsged Ly enemy land mines . At the close
of this report only one has been made serviceable.

1 CAU (M=20) destroyed by enemy land mime. All equipment saved.

1 4 ton truck destroyed by enemy action. All equipment lost.

1 ton éx6 Destroyed by enemy land mine,

Slight damage was inflicted on 2 more ¥=10's hy the Jap's Yarde
stick Line,

Personnel Xilled in ActioRece.ceevsccsccocicoce.?
md mA“MCOOQQQQ ooooo 'EE XN W aeenr s .042
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