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€£38th Tank Destroyer Pattglion
APO 339, c/o P.li.
New York, New York
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SULJECTs  Hisztory of Jusrutinns for November 1i44.

19

The Adjutent Ceneral, ver Delartment, .ashiitoa 25, L. C.
TH«AU ¢ Commending General, €4th Infantry Division,
1. Authoritys Par 1), AR 345=105,

i 2¢ Introductinn,
&+ Lt Col HaioLi L. D.sis, 0 359 292, f4, commonamg.
: Major JAKES ue KC CULLULGU, O 127 185, Fé Lrecutive,
; Yajor DICKsu. Ge HIPP, O 297 132, F4, S5=3.
; Captein HECLIX Pari3, 7 306740, 74, u=2.
Captain JCH! L. ROBEATS, 01 162 932, FA, S=i.
1 1lst Lt FRELAICK A. KLE.WIN, 21 377,585, F4, 5-1,
! Captain KOJAALY C. Aa0T, 0 247 945, Iaf, Comdy Hg Coe
i Captain DONAL I. MELLWY, O 327 729, ©A, Comdg Co 4.
| Captain L2120 J. GIIEL, 0O 293 023, Fa, Comdg O¢ L
E CaPtuin ROBERT Re £LINs, O1 167 072, Fa, Comdg Co C.
» Captain DOJALD K. EC .FEs, O 388 137, Iaf, Comdg Icn Coe —
! Captain AKIHUR FORST, O 419 121, IC, Bn Surgéon.
i beNot applicable. ) {
: cePeriod covered: 1 Wov to 30 Nov 44 o
| deMaps used during oeriod:
(1) 2 Jdov_to & iov 443 Frances Sheets No. 5 E/2 Begumont Hague;
5 L/d Les Pieux; 5 §76 Surneville; Scale 1350,000, Eurooe Foad Map=Cherbourg \3
aoueq 13200,000,
(2) 18 Nov to 30 Hov 44: 3elgium: M rance; Koln, Cermunys scele
11 OOO Cermany sheets 5002, 5703; scule 1: ¢5,003 Uncontrolled uasaic,
Sieg 1ed Line, G3GS 4414, Sheet 4, Geilenkirchen, Germeny, liz5,000.
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P Narrative,
& DOperations,

‘ (l) 2 Nov to 8 ilov 44, Petrolled west cozst of Normendy
Peni spula from Ci? DE LA HACUL on the north to C‘UmQLIVILLE on the south, Eight
obser¥ation posts established (See Overlay) and ro:c:c Hatrolled. At 1439, 3
Nov Ll STUORTZEL Ren Co detgined two Freanch fishin. craft wiich entered
CARIEREls Investigation reyealed that the craft and its two occungnts were
harmlpss. At 0270, 5 Woy 44 two German nrisoners who aud escaped.from CHERusOURG
were Faotured by lst Rcn olat led by LT 3ARROVW.

l (2)__5LJE;1_44_ Co 4 with lst Ren Plat were =ttacred to334.ii Inf :
Eegt gnd departed for front lines vicPRUPEERN (£920645) at 1€15. 3n Hgy Co 3,
Co C, and kcn Co moved to vie 57RGH (KE72606) at 1430, Co C with 3rd 'cn i1
were ;ttacbea to 333rd Ial iegt gnd denarted for front linec vic EUNSIY Vg
« 7;638) ate345. Co B deployed in combat positions vic STLGII at 16”0\\],
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(3) 20 Nov_to 30 Nov 44:
- (a) Co 4 with 1st Ren Pla sttached to 334th Inf Regt end
aeployed in vie PRULLERN to furnish close AT supoort. Heverted to 2n control
on 22 Nov, and contiaued AT svoport in assigned zone. Fired 34 rds HE and 4
ris &P &l A30D ydo pgalnst a tower gusvected of being an OP. . Resulis obscure
due 10 difficulty of observation. On 29 and 30 Nov Co & continued to sunnort
tiae Jivision attack with oae platoon in the vic of APWEILER and two >latnons
ia GEREJISWBILER. At 0530, 30 Nov 2nd LT JUSEPH F. SILENCE led g tank destroyer
from GLrRBJUSHWRILER to LIJDERN under enemy fire towing an ammunition trgiler
t) rcsuoo;y the ianfantry who were fighting to hold LINDERN.,
(b) Co 3 held in reserve initially uider Ba control in vic
Euh moved forward to suonort Companies 4 and C on 22 Nov., Moved to
1ndirpct fire positions on 25 Nov in vie of SUGGERATH. No missions fired. On
29 and 30 Jov. Co B took positions in the vic of BREIL for indirect fire,
Missign was to fire preosared concentrations on call. A4lso remgined in mobile
reserve to execute its primary mission.
(c) Co C with 3rd Ren Plat attached to 233rd Inf Regt for
di ‘recy AT suoport in vic of SUGGEKATH, reverted to Bn control 23 Nov, but coantinued
AT sugport in zone, Cne destroyer was led personally into position by 1ST LT
NOwaJB Se HALL and knocked out a pilloox with 3 rds APC and 3 rds HE. The
destrgyer was about to shift fire to another pillbox when it was forced to
w1thdraw because of mortor fire which killed the destroyer commender and wounded
othdr member of tie crew, OJn 29 and 30 Nov., Co C had two platoons east of
UGGEﬂATH with the third plat in PRUMMERN. The 2nd Plat laid down a smoke
scree} and entered BEECK in support of the division elements which are still
figntjne for the town,

“fh

(d) Ben Co performed route, area, and firing position recens
naissence and maintained OP's in division front and flanks. On 29 and- 30

ovd Ren Co continued reconngissance in the division zone and manned two

JP's. | Elements of Rem Co are now in LINDERN gnd BEECK which gre partislly

in our| hands.

be Enemy Forceg. ‘ A
(1) 2_Nov_to 8 Nov Lhe A German force consisting of elements
of thef 319th Inf bLiv,, Engineers, Coastal Defenses, Artillery, AA4, Naval and

dadar personnel estimated at from 15,000 to 20,000 is located on the Channel
Islandp of JERSEY, GUERNSEY and SARK.

(2) 13 Nov to 30 Nov 1944, German forces identified as the

183rd Inf Div and 9th and 17th Pz SS Divisions are operating in the 84th Inf Div
sector} The area is nart of the SIEGFRIED LINE. It is well fortified with
numerops strongly built pillboxes inhgbited by German troops. The enemy is

well dug in, has perfect knowledge of'the terrain, and can put effective fire

on any|part of it instantly.

44y ANNEXES.
ge 15 Nov to 18 Wov 443 Battalion motor march from the vicinity of

LS PIEUX, FBANCE to the vicinity of MARGRATEN, HOLLAND. M18's moved -by rail.
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HEERLEN, HOLL,..ID debarxing on 12 Nov 44. Three :132 tank recovery vehicles moved
army retrievers to the vicinity of Bn CP gt GEILENKIACHEY, GErlaY arriving
27 Hov. 44, (See FO ;1, Hg 638 iD Ba).

Incls:

be Personnel,
(1) 1 =M killed.

7 Ei and 1 Officer wounded,

7 EM and 1 Officer trench foot,
(2) 5 P¥ captured.
(3) 4 Replacements

Hg Co = 1 EM MJ3 345
CoA ~1EM MNJUS 521
CoB =1 EBd ¥3S 531
1 Officer 2nd 1,
CoC -~ 1 EM MOS 521
Ren Co=- 1 Officer lst I,
Co No Awards. .
de No command personnel changed, i
& Supply and evacuation.
(1) Jrdnances
#* #% ] (ar, armd utility, M20
* *%¥] Trk, 3/4 ton w/e 4X, , 12 volt gystem
* 2 i.Ge, cal 50 HB, flex.
3 Mounts for 50 cel MG
1 Cable, wiach for 13 ton truck.
(2) signgl.
» * 5 Mounts, base M48
# 20 Mzst sections,
(3) Engineer.
1 Het, camouflage, 45 X 45.
£+ Unit Journal inclosed.
Be Preliminary History of 638th Tank Destroyer Bsttalion inclosed,
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WM
: HARO « DaVIsS '

Lt Col,; F4
Commanding

4

1 Incl: Operations in Normandy, iest Coast,
2 Incl: FO #, Hqe 628th ©“D Bn 14 Nov L.

3 Incl: Unit Journal,

4 Incl: Preliminary History 638t TD Bn.

* Replaced,
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