longer ranges, provided a nmeans of opening gaps in well constructed
and sandbaggea buildings. ' ith these geps opened, 105mm: fire from
the Infantry Cannon Company's Motor Carriege, M=-7, and the des-
troysr's 76mm High Explosive fire was very e%fective. ilhe caliber
50 anti-aircraft machine gun mounted on the U-18 destroyer was
extremely effective in pinning down the enemy while the destroyer
placed 76émm fire on the buildings from very shcert ranges - some-
times as short as fifty yards., We suffered very few casualtles,
those minor, mostly from fragments of friendly artillery which
rebounded off the buildings.

rch

Company A, in support of 148th infantry, placed 76mm direct
fire on the FI&ANCE BUILDING in preparation for infantry assault,

Other units of the battalion had no enemy contact.

2 March ;235‘

Company A placed 76mm fire on the south and southwest portions
of the FINANCE BUILDING in a 45 minute preparation fire, division
artillery and Cannon Company weapons firing direct fire at the
same time, The infantry assaulted the building but encountered
heavy resistance. The direct fire missions were repeated and the
buildirg secured., The effect of this combined direct fire, 1le,
76mm gin, 105mm howitzer, and 155mm howitzer, was devastating,

3 ¥arch to 13 March 1945

The battalion less Corpany B remained in bivouac areas in the
CITY OF MANILA, During this period repairs and maintenance of all
equipment was undertaken and successfully completed,

Company B remained attached to the 11th Airborne Division for
Operaticnal Control and Supply, During this period the company
operated motorized patrols in the west LAGUNA DE BAY AREA., On 8
March 1945, one Reconnaissance Platoon from Reconnais:ance Company
was attached to the Company for anticipated operations. During
the period the company supported the 511th Parachute Infantry
in the LOS BANOS and S8ANTO TOMAS AREA with 76mm direct fire killing
nine eneny and destroying 3 houses occupied by Japs, two enemy
machine guns and one pillbox. Our casualties: one Enlisted Man
killed, two wounded by enemy mortar and artillery fire on 13 March.

Operations Memorandum Number 33, Headquarters XIV Corps
dated 2 March 1945, released the 637th Tank Destroyer Battallon,
less Company B, from attachment to the 37th Infantry Division for
Operational Control and Supply, effective 1800I, 4 March 1945, and
the Battalion less Company B was placed in Corps Reserve by Field
Order Number 8, Headquarters XIV Corps, 4 “arch 1945, (Journal File).

14 March 1945

The Battalion Command Post, Headquarters Company and Recon-
naissance Company displaced on Corps Order (Field Order HNumber 9
Headquarters XIV Corps, 11 March 1945) to bivouac areas in CANLUBANG.
The Battalion less Company B was placed in Corps Reserve. (See
March Order Number 1, Headquarters 637th Tank Destroyer Eattalion,

13 March 1945 - Journal File),

rch 1¢4
Companies A and C displaced to bivouac areas in CANLUBANG.
14
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16 March 19495

The status of the battalion remained vnchanged,

17 karch 1945

P

On Corps Order, Operations Memorandum Number 39, Headquarters
XIV Corps, 17 March 1945, Company C displaced to REAL and releived
Company B, being attached to 11lth Airborne Division for Operational
Control and Supply. Company B and platoon of Reconnaissance Com-
pany Joined the battalion at CANLUBANG and immediately began complete
maintenance and overhauling of all equipment.

Operations Memoranduw Number 38, Headquarters XIV Corps, 16
March 1945, ordered a daily reconnaissance of an area including
CANLUBANG and the villages of MANGUMIT, PUTOL and PalLO ALTO to the
southand southwest of CANLUBANG, beginning 17 March 1945, This
mission was assigned to Reconnalssance Company.

;§ = 19 March 1945

The status of the battalion remained unchanged.

20 March 1945

Cempany C relieved from attachment to 511th Parachute Infantry,
attached to 158th Regimental Combat Team and moved to LELERY,

Company A estublished roadblock with one platoon in the vicinity
of SLN ANASTASIA at 18001, 21 March 1945,

21 Msreh 1949

Commanding Officer presented Purple Hearts to wounded personnel
at a Battalion Ceremony.

22 arch 1945

No change.

23 March 1945
One Red Alert during this period.

. 09%8?pany A relieved from roadblock in vicinity of SAN ANASTASIA
a ( o .

Reconnaisssnce Company established roadblock with one platoon
at GOVERNMENT REST HOUSE in vicinity of TAGAYTAY CITY.

24 -~ 25 March 194

Ko change.

26 karch 1945
Company C relieved from attachment to 158th Regimental Combsat

Team and attached to 1lth Airborrne Division for Operational Ccntrol
and Supply.

27 March 1945

No change.

28 March 1945

Company C fired 101 rounds of High Exploxive at Yap installations
on LIPA HILL, using indirect fire. Results undetermined.
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One section, 2d Platoon Company C attached to lst Battaiion
18&th Para=-Glider Infantry at TERNATE for fire mlssion.

29 March 1945
One Red Alert during this period.

30 Mareh 1945

Company C supply party encountered enemy fire at bridge near
SAN JOSE and with small party of Engineers held up the enemy until
Infantry support arrived. Twenty enemy dead counted, with Company C
having one enlisted man killed,

31 Karch 1945

No change.

SUMMARY 0i" ACTIVITIES - LIARCH 1945

During the month of March the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion
in support of the Infantry, placed direct artillery fire on a number
of reinforced concrete buildings in the CITY of MANILA, with telling
effect, Company B was attached to 11th Airborne Division and sup-
ported the 511th Parachute Infantry in the west LAGUNA DE BAY AKEA,
and remainder of Battalicn placed in Corps Reserve, moving to bivouac
area near CANLUBANG,

Company C attached to 1lth Airborne Division and Company B
relieved from attachment. Company C fired the first 1ndiredt fire
mission of the Battalion during this campaign on 28 March 1949,

One hundred one rounds of High Explosive were fired under direction
of forward observer at Japanese Installations om LIPA HILL, while
supporfing the 4724 Field Artillery Battalion.

Regular routine road patrols were made by the Reconnalssance
Company during th:.month.

1 April 1949

Company C attached to the llth Alirborne Division for Operational
Control and Supply in vicinity of LIPA.

2 April 1945

Battalion Headquartérs, Headquarters Company, Reconnaissance
Company and Company B moved to new bivouac area at CABAONG, in vicinity
of SANTO TOMAS, Compapny A attached to 1lst Cavalry Division at LOS
BANOS for Operational Control and Supply. Reconnalssance Company
rellievec from roadblock and routine road reconnaissance,

3 April 1945

No change.

4 April 1945

Company A attached to 2d Brigade of 1st Cavalry Division in
vicinity of SAN NICOLAS. 24 Platoon Reconnaissance Compuny attached
to 5th Cavalry Regiment of 1lst Cavalry Division near SAN RAFAEL.

5 April 1945

Company A fired upon and demolished several houses, bunkers and
dugouts occupied by enemy in SANTA ROSA and killed four%een (14) Japs,
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1

1st Platoon Company C received severe enemy artillery shelling
while in assembly area near LIPA, but escaped with casualties
or dasmage to materiel,

6 April 1945

No change.

7 April 1949

Company A destroyed one Jap 75mm artillery piece and assisted
in ccpturing two others on TANZA HILL south of HIGHWAY 21, Com-
pany C destroyed three enemy pillboxes, one 75mm gun and one
37mm gun in vicinity of SULAC.

8 April 1945

Company B attached to 37th Infantry Division MANILA, pursuant
to Field Order Number 59, Headquarters Sixth Arumy, 2100I 7 April
1945.

2d Platoon Company C in support of 1lst Battalion 187th Para-
Glider Infantry fired 146 rounds of 76rr amrunition on Japanese
empiiscements and caves on BUKEL HILL. Results - unknown.

9 April 1949

Company B departed from LANILA with elements of 37th Infantry
Division enroute to NAGUILIAN.

Company A relieved from attachment to lst Cavalry Division
and reverted to Battallon control at CABAONG.

2¢d Platoon Company C destroyed two enemy machine gun emplace-
ments and three enemy dugoutls on BUYEL HILL.

10 April 1949

2d Platoon Reconnaissance Compuany relieved from attachment
to £th Cavalry Regiment and reverted to Battalion control at
CABAONG,

11 April 1945

No change.
ril 194

Reconnalissance Company attvached to lst Cavalry Division and
remained alerted in Battalion bivouwac area,

13 April 1945

1st Platoon Company C while supporting the lst Battalion 187th
Para-Glider Infontry fired 568 rounds of 76émm ammunition with great
effect destroying 19 caves, 6 houses and 9 pillboxes on MT MACOLOD.

14 ril 4

3rd Piatoon Company C fired 420 rounds of 76mm am:unition at
targets of oprortunity on MT MACOLOD, in support of thé 1st Battalion
187th Para=-Glider Infantry. This platoon's perimeter was attacked
by a small party of Japs during the night and had one man wounded.
Enemy casualties were two men wounded,

Company B in support of the 148th Infantry, 37th Infantry

Division, fired upun and sealed 14 eneny caves and dugouts on road
11000 yards west of BAGUIO,

I 7.
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12 April 1945

Company B in support of 148th Infantry fired 208 rounds of
76mm smmunition at targets of opportunity on BAGUIO ROAD.

16 April 1945

No change.

17 April 1945

Company C in support of 187th Para-@lider Infantry in asszult
on MI' MACOLOD, destroyed 2 enemy concrete pillboxes, 2 mortar
positions and 6 machine gun positions, Yur casualties were five
men irounded by mortar fire,

18 April 1945

Company B destroyed one house, several machine gun positions,
one 1:111box and sealed six caves on BAGUIO ROAD.

19 april 1945

Reconnaissance Company released from lst Cavalry Division
and reverted to Battalion control at C4ABAONG,

Company C kllled four Japs, destroyed two machine gun pesi-
tions and sealed 36 caves on MT MACCZLOD,

20 April 1945

No change,

21 A!’ril 194‘5

Company C sealed three caves on SROVWNIE RIDGE of MT L.COLOD
with unknown number of Japanese casualties,

Company B sealed one cave and destroyed several huts occupied
by Jips, with eight enemy killed.

22 Aeril 1649

Comp.ny A attached to 11lth Airborne Division for Operational
Control relieving Company C which reverted to Battalion Control,

23 Aprdl 1945

No change.

24 April 1945

No change.

29 April 1945

Reconnaissance Uonpany patrol seszrched MI CABULUGAN area for
suspected Japanese bivovac area, but made no contact.

Company B destroyed one 5 inch gun, six builldings and one
ameur ition dump on BAGUIO ROAD. Also sealed one cave and damaged
an eremy water tower and one occupled stone building. Two Conpany
B mer. were wounded with 48 Japanese killed in action.

18



26 A>ril 194

Coxpany B destroyed one machine gun position and one bullding
on BAGUIO ROAD killing one Jap.

27 Apri]l 1945

Company 8 destroyed four houses and sealed nine caves with
three Japs killed.

28 April 1945

No changes.

29 April 1945

Conpany A fired 109 rounds of 76mm ammunition at Jap posi-
tions on MT MALEPUNYO with unobserved resuvlts.

30 April 19495

3rd Platoon Company B in support of 129th Infantry destroyed
two 20mm guns, two houses and one ammunition dump near BAGUIO.
1st Platoon Company B in support of 148th Infantry destroyed one
77mm gun and four guns of unknown caliber in vicinity of BAGUIO.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES - APRIL 1945

During the month of April, the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion
moved to CABAONG and supported the lst Cavalry Division and 1lth
Airborne Division in numerous attacks on MT MALEPUNYO and MT
MACOLOD, and in mopping up varlous isolated Japanese positions
in these Division Sectors., Company B was attached to the 37th
Infantry Division and supported their advance east along MARGUILIAN
- BAGUIO ROAD to the city of BAGUIO proper.

-3 M 4
No change.

4 May 1945

Company A released from attachment to 1lth Airborne Division
and reverted to Battalion control.

5 = 6 May 1945

No change.

7 May 1945

637th Tank Destroyer Battalion (less Company B) moved to
Base Camp area vieinity of MURTINLUPA.

8 May 1945
Battalion engaged in construction of Base Camp. V“ompany B

(attached to 37th Infantry Division)moved to SAN ISIDRO, killing
cne Jap enroute,

9 - 30 May 1945
No change.
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31 May 1245

Company B attached to 37th Infantry Division in advance along
HIGHWAY 5 to BALETE PASS, 1lst Platoon in support of 3rd Battalion
129th Infantry sealed one cave and killed 13 enemy 5000 yards north
of SANTA FE, We suffered no casualties.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES - MAY 1945

During the month of May, the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
minus Company B, moved to MUNTINLUPA and constructed Base Camp.,
Company A was rellieved from attachment to 11th Alrborne Dlvision
and reverted to:Battalion Control, Company B moved from BAGUIO to
SAN ISIDRO for a rest period. On 31 May, Company B attached to
37th Infantry Division, started on push along HIGHWAY 5 toward
BALETE PASS,

une 4

At approximately 0500I, 40 to 50 rounds of Ligh velocity
artillery fell within 300 yards west of Company B's Command Post
in the vicinity of SANTA FE. No casualtlies resulted from this
action,

1st Platoon of Company B in support of 3rd Battalion 129th
Infantry advancing along HIGHWAY 5 fired into wooded areas along
route. One cave, from which fire was received was closed. A
patrol of one l-& Medium Tank, 2 M-18 Tank Destroyers and a squad
of infantry was sent to investigate a report of tank tracks in the
brush, Report proved false., Thirteen enemy were killed by the
patrol,

2 1323»1245

24 Platoon of Company B in support of Company I 129th Infantry
in advance along HIGHWAY 5 was fired on by enemy high muzzle velo-
city artillery 2000 yards north of YANGIRAN. Platoon returned fire,
expended all ammunition and withdrew, Results undetermined, our
casualties -« none.

3 June 1945

1st Platoon of Company B covering advance of Company I 129th
Infantry along HIGHWAY 5 sighted three enemy tanks 3000 yards
southwest of BONE SQUTH., Area covered with 76émm fire. Results
undetermined, our casualties - none,

4 _June 1945

Battalion, minus Company B commenced first phase of training
in sccordance with Training Memorandum Number 25, Headquarters
Sixth Army.

3rd Platoon Company B covering advance of lst Battalion, 129th
Infantry along HIGHWAY 5, encountered enemy smell arms fire, which
was silenced by direct fire and small arms. Results unknown -
our casualties - none,

5 June 1945

2d Platoon Company B in support of 1lst Battalion 129th Infantry
advancing along HIGHWAY 5, fired on and destroyed three enemy
medium tanks and closed 8 caves., A small party of enemy was en-
countered along route and taken under fire, killing one in this
action and dispersing the remainder. Our casualties - none,
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6 _Jupe 1945

1st Platoon of Comp.ny B in support cf 1lst Battalion 129th
Infentry along HIGHWAY 5. A rouddblock was set up by a sectlion of
Tank Destroyers guarding the ap:roaches to HIGIWAY 5 from the west.
The section was relieved by the Anti-Tank Company 129th Infantry.
Eneny sniper fire was encountered slong route of advance. Six
enemy were killed. Our casualtles - none.

3rd Platoon attached to 37th Reconnalssance Troop to be pre-~
pared to move on Division Order in the INEAGaN, LAIASIN, DUPAX
area pursuant to Field Order Number 38, Headquarters 37%h Infantry
Division, 4 June 1945. Platoon departed on reconnalssance mission,
ARITAO, DUPAX, MAIASIN,

Z June 1949

Company B's Command Post established st GUILAO. 2d Platcon
in support of 3rd Battalion 129th Infantry covered advance north
along HIGHWAY 5. Temporary rozdblock was set up at the road Junc-
tion in DUPAX and later relieved by 129th Anti-Tank Company.
Platoon fired on what appeared to be a Japanese tank 1CO yards
south of road Jjunction DUPA. - BAMBAN, Target hit and was left in
a burning condition.

During the night one Jap was killed by a booby trep esnd an-
other was killed by small arms fire on the company perimeter,

3rd Platoon set up rood blocks at DUPAX and MAIASIN. Two
Japs were killed and one wounded during the night. Our casualties
- nore,

8 Jure 1945

Company B's Command Post located at SALANG. 1st Platoon in
support of 3rd Battalion 129th Infantry covering the advance along
the main route killed one enemy in the vicinity of BAOMBONG, Anti-
Tank fire 3000 yards north of BiOMBONG was received by the column
at 1430I. A flapking party corsisting of two M~18s and one in-
fantry squad killed one enemy and neutralized the position,

3rd Platoon returned to BAMBE:.NG for the night. Our casualtles
- Nole,

Q June 1949

1st Platoon attached to 3rd Battalion 145th infantry advanc-
ing north along HIGH":Y 5 fired on and killed two enemy along the
route, lhe column was fired on by an enemy 77mm dual purpose gun.
Gun "lashed spotted and fire was returned neutralizing the position.
At intersecticn of HIGHWAYS 4 and 5, three enemy were killed by
caliver 50 machine gun fire,

3rd Platoon returned to Company Command Post,

Lan prisoners of War (1 Jup and 9 Tormosans) were taken pri-
soner by Command Post personnel. Our casualties - none. :

20 = 11 June 1945
¥o change.
42 June 1945

Company Command Post moved to vicinity of ORIOANG PASS killing
two enemy en route. '
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13 June 1945

1st Platoon of Company B in support of 3rd Battalion 145th
Infantry en route to SANTIAGO. Enemy small arms fire received all
alongz route. Three enemy were killed by the tank destroyers along
the route, Five more snemy were killed and one self-propeiled
flame thrower destroyed east of SANTIAGO,

One section left Company Area at 18301 to neutralize enemy
road block of two machine guns in ORIOANG PASS. Area occupled by
Japs was covered by caliber 50 machine gun and 76 mz fire, Enemy
machine guns wera silenced, and results undetermined, One friendly
dead and three wounded were evacuated. The Company Commander,
Captain “obert B Green received the Bronze Star from Kajor Genersl
Beigatler for the action ¢f carrying out wounded under enemy
machine gun fire, Our casualties - none,

4 e 4
Company Command Post vicinity CALAO.

1% June 1945

The Battalion, minus Company B, placed under control of XI
Corps, effective 06011, pursuznt to Field Order Number 16, Head-
quarters XIV Corps, 13 June 1945,

Two enemy killed vicinity of Company B's Command Post, 28
Platoon Security Section killed 4 enemy 1000 yards north of Com-
pany Command Post, 1lst Platoon advancing along raad to ECHLUGE
killed two enemy and captured one Jap in the vicinity of KAGAT
RIVER.

1€ June 1949

One section of 3rd Platocon of Company B, attached to 37th
Reconnaissance Troop on an advance armored patrol to CiG:.YAN RIVER,

2d Ptatoon with 148th Infantry advanced with nain force to
CAGAYAN RIVER, One enenmy was killed in house at CAUAYAN,

17 June 194

Company Command Post at CAUAYAN. 1lst Flutoon supported the
advance of 2d Battalion 148th Infantry north of CAGAYAN RIVER,

18 June 1945

Company B Command Post at Palatto.

19 June 1945

Company B Command Post vicinity of SEGUNDO., 1st Platoon
attached to 3rd Battalion 148th Infantry near NiAGUILAN crossed
CAGAYAN KRIVER end headed north slcng HIGHWAY 5, Moving along a
parallel roed to the right, the 1lst Platoon reinforced a tank led
recornaissance patrol that care under ernewy tank fire, It was
impossible for the destroyers to fire due to friendly troops.
Platoon formed with Qompany A 148th Infantry and began moving for-
ward to make contact with the patrol. Reconnaissance Troop nmade
contuct with Japanese Tank ambush while the destroyers covered
Compiny A 148th Infantry hy flushing out the remaining Japs.
Resuits of action unobtainable.

Company B Command Post located vicinity of NAGUILLIAN. 3rd
Platoon attached to 37th Reconnalissance Troop for read patrol along
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HIGHANAY 361, halfway between S.NTIAGO - CaUAYAN. Patrol moved to
CAUAYAN with few enemy encountered., Platoon relieved from 37th
Reconnaissance Troop and then placed in support of 24 Battalion
148th ¥nfantry on mission of armored patrol from NAGUILLIAK to
SAN M/RIANO, They also set up a road block 3 kilometers west of
SAN MARIANO, but on enemy was contacted. Platoon relieved at the
road block ﬁy 1st Battalion 148th Infantry.

21 June 1945

Company B Command Post located vieinity of SAN ANTONIO with
the 2d Platoon supporting the 1lst Battalion 148th Infantry. En
route destroyers fired on and destroyed a concealed enemy medium
tank which began to burn immediately. A light machine gun and a
stack of ammunition for the tank gun was found nearby in good
working order, No enemy personnel was defending these positions,
Due to fierce fire 1t was impossible to ascertain the number of
eneny dead in the tank,

2 ¢ 4

1st Platoon Company B in support of 148th Infantry established
road blocks vicinity of HAGAN. Platoon was then placed in support
of 24 Battalion in advance along HIGHWAY 5. Platoon fired into all
wooded areas for possible enemy positions along route with unkmown
results, Bnemy artillery fire was received by the platoon. Gun
spotted and fired upon, Field plece was observed as definitely
destroyed and a prime mover with towed gun probably destroyed.

While the 3rd Platoon was bivouaced with 37th Reconnaissance
Troop, two Japs were killed in vicinity of BALLACOYA,

23 June 1945
No change,
24 June 4

At approximately 01201 and continuing for an hour an enemy
artillery barrage of 10 or 15 cm landed in the 37th Division Con-
mand Post. At 04301 another enemy barrage started and continued
for another hour until silenced by counter battery fire. Many
rounds landed in the Company Command Post area. The Division Com-
mand Post suffered 5 men killed and 16 wounded, The Compary Con-
mand Post had no casualties,

Compuny Command Post moved to NAMEKBALAN,

25 June 1945

3rd Platoon of Company B in support of 24 Battalion 129th
Infantry moved north on HICHWAY 5 to TUGUEGARAC. One section was
placed in support of Company F 129th Infantry on the mission of
mopping up the town. No resistance was encountered., Two unoc-
cuplad pillboxes were destroyed. On the TUGUEGARAO airstrip one
Japanese fighter plane was destroyed. Infantry had advanced on the
plane, which was in good condition, and agreement was made that
the destroyer would hold fire until called for, The infantry
officer observed that all was well around the plcrne and wanted to
signal the destroyer not to fire., He raised his hand and dropped
it sharply. The Jap plane disintergrated on the first round on
the erroneous signal. The column advanced to IGUIG and set up a
perimeter, One prisoner, believed to be a Formosan, was taken,
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26 June 1845

Company Command Post located @&t BACULUD, 1st Platoon of Com~
pany B in support of 2d Battalion 129th Infantry procedded north
and niade contact with the 511th Parachute Infantry of the 1llth
Airborne Division north of IGUIG at 133CI,

27 June 1945

The 1lst Platoon of Conpany B supported the 1lst Battalion 129th
Infantry. The lst section cf the 2d Platoon was in support of the
3rd Battalion 129th Infantry end 3rd Platoon worked with the 1st
Battalion S511th Parachute Infantry.

28 - 29 June 1945
No change.
30 June 1945
Company B relieved from asttachrent to 37th Infantry DLivision

24001, per paragraph 17, Generzl Orders Number 132, Headquarters
I Corps, 26 June and reverted to Battalion Control.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES - JUNE 1945

During the month of June, the 637th Tgnk Destrcyer Battalion,
minus Company B, completed ccnstruction of base camp and started
training as prescribed by Training Memorandum No 25, Headquarters
Sixth Army. On 15 June, the Battalion was placed under the control
cf XI Corps, pursuant to Fleld Order Number 16, Headquarters XIV.
Corps, 13 June 1945, '

Company B attached to 37th Infantry Division supported the
Division's push from SANTA ¥E along HIGHW:Y 5 to BALETE PaSS.
After the capture of BALETE PASS the company played a large part
in tre neutralizing of a road block and also the capture cf ORIOANG
PASL. Following the capture of ORIOANG PASS, the company, still
in support of the 37th Infantry Division, pushed north through the
CAGAYAN VALLEY until contact was made wi{h the 511th Psrachute
Infar:try which was advancing south from APARRI after a Jump was
made on 24 June., Contact was made between the two divisicns at
13301, 26 June 1945, The company was releived from attachment to
the 27th Infantry Division at 2400I, 30 June, and reverted to
Battzlion contrcl,
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A _CURARY

History is replete with cases and stories of the "small man"
who noede e definite contribution in ecarrying out the purposes of
a greater being, The history of this war would not be complete
without some apprecisble mention of the contribution made by separ-
ate units in the alle-out effort to overthrow the perpetrators of
ruthliess destruction an¢ widespread carnage.

These separate unlts - the forgotten brothers or "bastard"
outfits, as they have been called - warked many a place with their
significant activities. The 637th Tank Destroyer Eat-allon is cne
of these.

In restless ccntemplation of battle, with many promises that
fell through and newv equipment that did not materialize, the Eat-
talion sweated out over two and a half years of Pacific Island
training. And the training was not in vain. The competence of
the en in all phases of fighting was only surpassed by their
confidence in themselves, their companions and their weagons.
This is not only borne out by the facts revealed on the following
pages, but nore expressly put by & staff ofirlcer of the Infuntry
Divislon to which the Dat+alion was attached when he said, "They
were veterans before they ever hit the beach."

Anyone may chezk the Field Manuals for the missions generclly
assigned to a Tank Destroyer Battalion - and we were fairly con-
fident that we might have a purt to play in the destruction of the
Japanese 24 Armored Division and separate tank battalions on Luzon,
Cur training had been keyed to our primary mission - destructicn
of enemy armor - and the terrain studies revealed suitable grounds
for such expected actlon.,

In sctuality, we wera the strong-arm trothery the stop garj
the fullback. Respected for our speed, power, coolness uncer fire,
and the destructive might of our 76mm guns, we were the constant
companion and reliable friend of the doughboy. Our primary rission
faded as a dream - coming to life In o¢nly a few nminutes of uzction.
The beginning and the end of the Campaign - Fort Stotsenburg and
the Cagaysn Velley - fulfilled tre anticipations of gunrers to
feel the culminetion of years of trzining in the burning Jap tanks
that they themselves could chclk up to the credit of the Pattallon,

But glamour was not prramount. Precise, painstaxing care
was rnecessary in slipping the tube of a destroyer over a ridge to
get ¢ well pleced shot on a pillbox or gun emplacement tefore the
enenmy tagged you. Caliber 50 machine puns in destroyer turrets
carried out a more positive mission then their originally intended
anti-alreruft fire, when brought to bear on the windows «ud doors
of Jep-ocecupied builldings. Cevotion to duty and expression of
purpcse was evidenced by the ren who gulded thelr destroyers through
rine~laia streets, around blasted tree stumps, up and down steep
embarkuents - z2ll in the face of eneny {ire. Continuous mcnning
of olscrvaticn postc, with machine .urs ~cvering the ¥snile North
Harbcr ares, stimulated inteliigernce reperts and curteiled the
eneny. T1hese, then, ~erc our nissions,

l, Direct support mobile crtillery,
2. Fstablish rocd block and out-posts,

3+ Protect the Division on its expcsed flsnk, and from
cnemy armor at all times,
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It was a versatile employment: - knocking a Jap sniper off a
roof with the first shot of a 76mr gun at 600 yards without touch-
ing “he roof; sinking a barge with indirect bazocka fire; blast-
ing caves at 25 yards; putting to complete rcut a Jap encampment,
with destruction of personnel and equipment, on a surrrise recon-
naiscance mission; punchinz two holes in the tube of a Jap 5 inch
Naval gun at a range cf 1C7C yardsj pulverizing concrete pillboxes
and cutting entrances in tie zides of builldingss plcking off run-
ning Japs with big gun 2t ranges over 800 yards. Thils was the
637th Tank Destroyer Tattzlicn in the Luzen Campaign. Ouvt In fronty
in supports; - doughboys, tusnkers, snd treoopers lecrnea well the
part the man of this crg.ni:zetion played in tre victory tuet was
won, As a fitting comment, one doughhoy yelled to & gunner wio
had just scored & direct hit on his target - “lley, Pud, tecch me
to sl.oot my M-l like thatl" The gun has been fonély referred to
since that time as the "Blg N-1",

1t was mentioned before that the saaller units are often for-
gotten in the pig picture, 4is in a football game, the man who
carrles the ball gets tho credit and attentlon. The supporting
cast of any drama i3 noné-the-less important, And, so, even in
the sraller unit the tcles are told of the explolts of gunners
and crewren, while others pass unmentioned. To pay =éequste
tritute to %hese men 1s inmposcible, as it 1s wlso impossible to
list them all. In recognition of %heir untiring services, their
ceascless efforts in teh:ll of others, and the seemingly lnpossible
feats they accomplished, we comnend the men and the spirit behind
the ren of the following naimed sections:

MAINTENANCE - ®,,,and it wzss fixed."

KITCHEN - " o .e.and thie food was ot even at the
front under fire."”

HEDICS - "...they went through the ssme stuff we
did, and were there to help us."

PERSCNNEL - ",,.n0re damned paper workKe.."

COMMURICATION- "...somehow the message got through."

NHo oxpression of the development snd sccomplishnents of this
Battslion in combat would be couplete withcout czlling attention to
the leadership, The Company Coummanders heve thiler heudaches and
deserve the roespect so competently won, But the denth of the
statement that the strength of the Army lies in its Non-Conmissioned
Officers snd Platoon Leaders has been felt by this organiszation,
In the type of assignments we were gilven, the Platoon Leacers had
to stund on his own feet ss a lialson officer and unit commander
before a much higher ranking of:iicer of the unit to which he was
attached, Correct employment and tuctical decisions were the
responsibility of the Platoon Leader in seeing that they were in
keeping with correct Tank Destroyer doctrine and nrocedure - or
that the end would justify the merns, Vith unflinchirng devotion
to duty the Platoon Leader was the spirit behind, in, snd st the
head of the action.

In like manner, Non-Commissioned Officers were confronted
with similar problems, and faced them in like coolness with direct
agzressive acticn., For competence in battle and exemplary leader-
ship, four men were promoted from the ranks. One platoon sergeant
becawne the Executive Officer of his coupany., Another platoon ser=
geant and a first sergeant became'Platoon Leaders in their respec-
tive couwpunies, A destroyer commander took over the dutles of
Battalion Lialson Officer upon receipt of his commission.
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To secy they have properly accepted thelr new responsibilities is
& gress understatement.

In many cases the Battalion Commander is Jjust the "(01ld Man",
who sort of makes the necessary contacts and takes the credit.
Perhzps this War 1s different - perhaps not, From the preparatory
stages this Battalion was most fortunate in having as 1its Com-
manding Officer a man with the keenest eye for terrailn, the will
and ahility to drive himself unceasingly 1n the interest of his
wen. No group of men likes unending training, and it reflects
in their attitude toward the "0ld Man". IPut no group ever ap-
precizted the efforts of any one man in combat more than the sol-
diers who fought and worked under this Battalion Commander. His
constant understanding and personal disregard of safety were
defini_te factors in his iunspiration to all the men. At the close
of the campaign he left the organization with a feeling of infinite
warmtl. in the hearts of all men for him.

In the fortunes of war some frilends are lost, This Battalion
was nc¢ exception, We revere the memory of those now gone. They
lived as soldiers live, and died as many soldiers die, Theirs
is the peace now won a% such a price that no man can conceive it,
We share the human element of sympathy, but cherish the principles
for which they died,

JOHN B STOKES JR
Captain FA, (TD)

Historian
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