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SECTION I

F I"x cY RD

The 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion, after a training period of
t$o years in the Fiji Islonds moved to Bspiritu Santo, New Heb-
rides, in July 1944 where the battalion was re-equipped with the
latesé Tank Destroyer Equipment, 76mm Gun Motor Carriage - M-18

and Armored Utility Car ¥-20C.

A strenuous training program was immediately begun. Valuable
assistance and advice in technical training was contributed by
Captain Gerald E Ryerson, Ordnance Depertment, who had accompanied
the 2quipment from the United States.

Having completed approximately 80 percent of the training
program, the battalion was :-lerted on 10 Cctober 1944 for immediate
water movement to Bougainville, Solomon Islands for participation
in the M-1 Operation, The battalion, less resr detachment and
moto.r equipment, arrived Bougainville 19 Cctober 1944, iotor
Officer and thirty(30) enlisted mer and all motor equipment arrive
ed 11 November 1944, The preparetion of all equipment for am-
thiblous operations was immedistely begun,
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SECTION IT

ORGANIZATION

The following units comprised the 637th Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion during the Luzon Cagraign:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Reconnalissance Company

A, B, C Companies - Firing Companies
Medical Detachment

The battalion was orgaznized under the following Tables of
Organizations:

Tables of Organization & Equipment 18-25, 18-26, 18-27, and
18-28; all dated 15 March 1944,

One (1) Bfficer and thirteen (13) enlisted men from Recon-
naissance Company were placed on temporary duty with 37th Amphib-
ious Tank Company (Provisional). This necessitated eliminating
one Reconnaissance Platoon, leaving two platoons equipped with
M5A1 Light Tanks in lieu of Armored Car, M-8.

Due to men on furlough and unreplaced rotation personnel,
the battalion entered this operation with a strength of thirty
(30) officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, 559 enlisted men and
one (1) Officer and fourteen (14) enlisted men attached Medics.

Restrictions in shipping space for initial landings reduced
the battalion vehicles to some extent, most of the materiel coming
in after S~Day being wheeled rolling stock of a service and supply
nature. For the first thirty (30) days of the operation, no
ammunition trucks were present in the battalionj; this was accom-
plished by shuttling, using company supply vehicles and provision-
al vehicles,
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SECTION III
NaR-ATIVE

DVANCE PHASE TO 8 JANUARY 194

Pursuant to General Yrders Number 120, Headquarters Sixth
Army, dated 29 July 1944 and quoting USAFF letter FEGC 37045, dated
21 Julg 1944 (General Orders Number 120 received by Battalion at
APO 708) 637th Tank Destroyer Bszttalion became assigned to Sixth
Army upon departure fror New Hebrides. This took effect 15 Oct-
ober 1944, date of Battalion's departure for Bougainville,

Verbal orders, Commanding General, XIV Corps, attached the
637th Tank Destroyer Battallon to 37th Infantry Division. This
order was later confirmed by letter, Headquarters XIV Corps, 25
January 1945, S8ubject, Assignment Order Number 3,

Actual loading for the M-l Cper=tlion began 22 November 1%44
and was completed on 14 December 1944, with the exception of the
rear echelon, Approximately sixty-three percent of the battalion
was loaded aboard landing craft, LST's and LSM's; the remainder
aboard larger ships, AP's, AKA's and Liberty ships., All combat
equipment with the exception of the entire Reconnalssance Company
and one destroyer platoon from Company B was loaded on lznding
craft. The battalion embarked aboard nineteen ships, battalion
headquarters being loaded aboard LSk 12,

Having received Field Order Number 19, 37th Infantry Division,
the bettalion issued Field Order Number 8, 637th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, dated 29 November 1944, which directed that units,
1mmodiateiy upon reaching the beach, procede to an assembly area
two hundred yards west of the town of DINMALEY, LUZON, P I, and be
prepared to support the advance of the 37th Infantry Yivision
to the Corps Beachhead Line (Journal File).

The bulk of the ships on which the battalion was loaded left
BOUGAINVILLE, SOLOMON ISLANDS, 15 December 1944 as part of LINGAYEN
ATTACK FORCB, TASK FORCE 79, Landing operations were hehearsed
in the HUON QULF, NEW GUINEA on 18 December 1944, The convoy ar-
rived at SEEADLER HARBOR, MANUS ISLAND, 22 December 1944, remained
there over the Christmas Holidays, and departed for LINGAYEN GULF,
LUZOE, P I on 27 December 1944,

At 09151, 3 January 1945 three enemy planes appeared at 8000
feet, One was shot down, the others withdrew to the West. Three
enemy dive bombers attacked the convoy at 1830I, 7 January 1945.
One was shot down. The convoy was again attacked by enemy planes
at O7gg£, 8 January 1945, One of our AKA's and one escort carrier
were .

9 Janusry 1245

The 37th Infantry Division (Reinforced) landed on CRIMSOR and
YELLOW BEACHES beginning at JIG HOUR, 0930I. The battalion head-
quarters, consisting of the Battalion “Yommanding Ofrficer, S-3, S-2,
Communications Officer and Battalion Surgeon, Company A and Com=-
pany B (less one platoon) landed during the day on CRIMSON BEACH
and assembled in the vicinity of BINMALEY, The Battalion Command
Post opened on LUZON at 17301, 100 yards west of BINMALEBY Church.

Three air raids occurred during the day. The first, at 0800I
and lasting thirty minutes, hit and damaged one of our cruilsers.
The second occurred at 11361, a battleship being damaged. The third
occurred at 2030I.
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10 January 1949

Companies A and B ioved to assernbly area approxluately one
mile southeast of BINMALEY., Battallon Command Post remained at
BINMALEY,

There was an air raid at 19051, lasting fifteen ninutes,

1l January 1949,

There were four air raids during the day. No damage to the
Battalilon.

The Battalion Command Post, Companies A ani B moved South of
the CaLMAY RIVER to the vicinity of Cas. LEY.

Iwo air ralds occurred in tine early uornLno. Two bLowmbs dropped
near the Battslion Command Post wounding one officer and four en-
listed men at the 37th Infantry Division “omwand Post,

13 Janyary to 20 January 1949,

The battalion moved into ascerntly aress in the viecinity of
SAN CARLOS on 13 January 1945, Duriab the period unlecading of
equipment continued. Company C and Heconnalssance Coupany joined
the Pattallon, Vigorous rosd recoiiraissunce was presved to L.UK
AMBANG, CAKILING, PANIQUI and ¥ONCsaDA., Compeny b was noved to an
area North of the AGNO RIVUE e¢p.roxliately one nlle West of VW.iWA,
on 15 January 1945,

During the period several infiltrations frcm the E_st by the
enemy were reported, Reccunalssa. ce Company investigated cne report
on 16 January of one hundred ereuy near DUMPAY., No enemy was cone-
tacted. On 18 January, Company C corbed the rosd area from SAN
CARLCS to MACABITC in an at’empt to find twelve Japs reported in
the esrea. KLeport was negative,

The battalion rear echelon revainec ot EINM.LEY during the
period,

On 19th and 20th January the battalion uoved to PAaNIQUI (see
verbal order to Company Commanders, 20 January 1945, Journal File).

On the evening of 19 Januar:, Coupany € located at BAYAMBANG,
having received 180 prisoners Zrom the 125th Infantry, delivered
the prisoners to Prisoner of War Stockade st BINMALEY.

One air raid occurred on 18 Januzry and iwo on 19 January. No
damage,

2l _Jspuary 1945
The Battalion moved to VICTORI/; Battalion “ommand Post and
Headquarters Company, “ompanies A and C and Recornaissance “ompany.

Company B attached to 148th Infantry Regiment at LA PAZ. One
platoon was comritted but enemy withdrew to the east and no contact
by the platoon was made,

Reconnaissance Company was assigned by Commanding Uenoral, 37th
Infantry Division, the nmission to estallish a screen on the dix-
1sion's left (east)flank slong the line LA PAZ - CHICO - PAuPANGA
RIVEL - SAN LUIZ - VICTOnIs,

22 January 1945

Battalion Command Post, Headquarters Company, Reconnaissance
Company and Company C roved to assembly areas in vicinity of SOUTH
TARLiC. Company B remained attsched to 149th Infantry Regiment near
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LA PAZ. Reconnaissance Company continued screening the left (east)
flank of the Division. V“ompany A remained at VICTORI: with the
mission to protect the east flank against hostile armored attack.

23 January 194

Reconraissnace Yompany was attached to 148th Infantry Regiment,
by Fleld Crder No 22, 37th Infantry Division (See Journal File),
The Company reinforced with motorized rifle platoon and one demoll-
tion team departed at 0700 on rencrnanlissance mission tc CABANATUAN
- route LA PAZ - VICTORIA - PUhi - GUILE: - CABANATUAN, See
Oper§tions Memorandum Number 7, 4d&th Infuntry, 22 January (Journal
File),

The Pirst Platoon, Recomnnaissnace Company contacted the enemy
at PUNTOD on the NATIONAL HIGH%¥AY. The enemy was caught by surprise
and were very disorganized, initially. As the fire fight progres-
sed the enemy assumed a stubborn defense, entrenching themselves
in pillboxes and fox holes, This platoon was immediately rein-
forced by Second Pletoon, Recornaiscance Coppnny, ihe infartry
platoon being emplcyed zs {1l-rk puard., Our forces destroyed;
two 47mm Anti~-tank Yuns, one truck, several pillboxes, two ammuni-
tion dumps in builldings which burned, one bullding containing gas-
oling in storage, three other huildings (apparently barracks) were
burned. Fifty-one (51) enery were killed., Our casuslties - one
man shot in the leg. During tne fight, twenty-five Filipinos which
were held captive by the Japs were freed,

The remalnder of the battalion rermainred in assembly areas.,
24 Janu G4

Reccnnalssance Company (les: Pioneer Platoon and 1lst ‘‘econ-
nailscance Platoon) attached to 40th Infantry Division for opera-
tional control, 1lst Reconnaiscs=ance Platoon was attached to 129th
Infantry for operational control; both in vieinity of VICTORIA.

The remainder of the battalion moved toc assewbly areas in vicin-
1ty of MURCIA, 8See Pield Order Number 9, Headquarters 637th Tank
Destroyer Battallion, 24 January 1945 (Journsl Fild),

Company B was dispatched to CONCEPCION after a request from
Headcuarters 37th Infantry Division for a Tank Destroyer Company
in vicinity Division “Yommand Post. In the early afternoon, 2d
Platcon Company B was ordered by Battalion Commander to positions
astride trail southwest of DAU. Positions were occupied vicinity
(38025'500 50) .

An Infantry patrol with accompaning Engineers ran into a fire-
fight with Jap infantry accompanied by 2 vapanese Tanks, just west
of S4N ROQUE (40.9-46.4) at approximately 160CI and was forced
to abondon wounded and dead in this area, heving lost most of the
detachment's 4 ton Command and Reconnaissance cars, 1lst Platoon,
Company B was dispatched South along SANTIAGO - SAN ROGUE ROAD and
was halted at OLD RIVER CHANNEL (40,25-48,85) to await recon-
naissance, At dusk this platocn with its platoon leader and Com-
manding 0fficer Company B forded the channel, derloyed around SAN
ROQUE and rescued the wounded men and retrieved three of the 4 ton
Command and Reconnaidsance Cars, Men and equipment were brought
back to CONCEPCION At approximately 2030I. 3rd Platoon Company B
remained in reserve vicinity (40,3-52,8).

Company C dispatched from vicinity MURCIA to cover Eastern
avenuas of approach to CONCEPCION. Occupation of positions was
completed in darkness,


http:40.25-48.85
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29 January 1945

Company C was attached tc GHQ and was employed zs perimeter
defense of BACIENDA LUCITK, GiY, aprroximately five miles Sonutheast
of TARLAC,

The Battalion Command Post and Reconnaissance Compzny woved to
CONC.:PCION,

26 January 1945
Company A jJoined the batzalion irn the vicinity of CONCEPCION.

During the day, the b t:ziiorn condicted vigourous reconnais-
sance south and southeast of CCNCEPCION to the limdt of ground
recornaissance,

27 ard 28 January 1945,

The battalion less Company C moved to assembly areas in vici-
nity of SANTO ROSARI” on 37th Infantry Division order and cortinued
the conduct of route reconn-issunce, Company A was attached to
129th Infantry and 3d Platcon, Coupany B to 145th Infantry, bvoth
attachments for support of the 37th Infantry Division attack in the
CRARK FIELD - FORT STOTSENEURG ~rea. See Field Order Nurber 35,
37th Infantry Division, 27th January 1945 (Journal File).

29 January 1945

The 24 and 3rd Platocn, -omrany A placed 76ém: dirvect fire on
enemy plllboxes and sunply cdmups in support of the 129th Infantry
attack in CLARK FIELD - ¥ORT STOTSENBURG srea, Six pillboxes weré
destroyed and many other enplacements and entrenchments were neutral-
ized by the 2d Platoon. ioth platoons were 1n support of 2d Bat-
talion 129th Infantry.

The 1st Platoon, Company A, in support of 3rd Battalion, 129th
Infantry, moved into a position of readiness at 16001 and the platoon
leader went forward to reconnoiter for positions from which destroyer
fire could be placed upon enemy pillboxes in the sector. A4t 17001,
during the platoon leader's absence, the eneuy atiacked our Infantry
positions with tanks, 4n crder, thru the Infantry Chain of Command,
was relayed to the Platoon Sergeant that the platoon move forward.
While in column and enroute, enenry t.nks approached the left flank
of the platoon. In the ensuing engagement fcur (4) wedirm .Jap tanks
were destroyed. One (]) destrover of thils platoon was knocked out
by mortar fire and one (1) destroyer burned completely as result of
Jap An-i-Tank fire, Casualties: 5 Enlisted Men, Killed in action;

6 Enlisted Men, wounded in sction,

30 January 1945

The battalion less Company C closed on CULAY0 and was assigned
the mission to defend against liostile armor from the West and South-
west and from ANGELES.

Ccmpany B, employed in ~u port ot 129th Infantry in the FCKT
STCTSENBURG area, destroyed eneny nillboxes with 76mm fire,

Reconnaissance Company conduvcted vigorous reconnaiszance in the

area west of ANGELES. Two eneny snipers were encountered and were
killed.

Enemy artillery fire fell near the Battalion Command Post at
2255I1. No czasuzlties resulted,
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31 January 1945

The battalion remained in vi-:inity of CULAYO,

Company B, with two platoons in support of the 129th Infantry
in the TOP CF %TE FORLD =2rea near FORT STOTSENBURG, destroyed eleven
pillbcxes, three ammunition dunps, one vehicle and many smaller
emplacements with 76mm and Tz2libre 50 fire, Our forces suffered

no casualtiles,

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES - JaRUAKY 1945

The 637th Tank Destravor %1*leioz 1mied vith the 37th Infantry
Division in the LINGAYEN - G, LT, WITIPPINE ISLANDS and
pushed inland (south) w1tn Lhe division to T @ CLaRK ¥IELD - FORT
STOTSERBURG AREA with only light opposition. "he tattalion exper-
ienced its first combat when Keconnsigsance Company contacted the
eneny at PUNTOD on 23 January. The first firing company to contact
the enemy was Company A at FOLT STOTSENBURG on 29 January where the
company destroyed four enewy tanks and many installsticns. Company
B had also tasted combat whren they destroyed many enemy pillboxes
and other emplacements 1In tne PORT BTOTSFABIRG aKkia o 30 ~nt 31
Januscy 1945,

1 February 1945

'he battalion less Reconaaissance ind C Coupanies meved to
assembdly areas in vicinity of North SaN FERNANDO,

“econnaissance Compa.y cn 37th Infantry Division order, estab-
lished a road block at MANCA and naintzined contact with the 1st
Cavalry Division,

2 Fetruar 45

The battalion less Reconnsicss=nre and C companies moved to
assenbly areas in the vicintty of SiN JUaN, Reconnaissance Company
continuad with its mission at MaNG:,

3 - ¢ Februgry 1949

Reconnalssnce Company wns reileved of the Mis:ion at MANGA on
3 Feiruary and joined the battaslion, assembling in sn area North
of J:N FERWANDO,

Lfhe 37th Infantry Division troops nushed South from MALALOSG
however, the 637th Tank Uestroyer Battalion could not advance because
of weak or blown bridges and the lack of suitable fords for the
heavy track vehlcles,

5 February 1945

Reconnalssance Company was dispatched to the outekirts of MANILA
on 37th Infantry Division order and employed for defense of the
Division Command Post.

Pioneer Platoon reinforced was dispatched to PLARIDEL to relleve
Company A, l4ctl: Infantry anc estzblished a roed block,

The remainder of the hattalion was still unable to press South
due %to condition of bridges.,

6 Feoruary 19445

During the early morning approximately thirty Yaps with hand
grenades, machine guns and rifles attacked our road block at PLARIDEL
but the attack was repelled. Six Japs were killed, Our Casualtles -
One O0fficer and two Enlisted Men wounded. Our platoon was relieved
by one company from 129th Infantry and returned to the battalion.
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7 _February 1945

The battalion less “ompany C which was still attached to GHQ
near TARLAC moved South to V:NILA and established bivouac in the
GRACE. PARK SUEDIVISION.

8 Thru 13 February 1945

On 37tk 4piantry rivizion order a Speclsal Security Ferce
cenrended by Lievten:znt Colonel Richsrd I LkicNelly, censistigg of
the €37th Tank Destroyer Fattalion les «one cowpony, 57th Reconnals-
sarce Trocp =and Cempany A 7541h Tank Pattalion was formed and assigne
ed the mission to defend the Division Sector from the North Bank of
the PASIG RIVER north to the TULILHAN RIVIIl., sl1l infantry units of
the 37th Infantry Divislon were relleved by the fcrce and urepured
for novement scuth of the +:.5IG RIVER, The assigned section of the
city was ilmmwediutely divided into rones und contlinuous patrolliing
effected, Reconnaissance ~oupsny was aessigned the defense of the
TOLKDC - NICOLAS area wnere the Japs were attempting to swim the
PASIC RIVER to the North Bank or reach the MANILA NORTH DOCKS by
barges and small crait.

During this period nnany reports n»y Filipino Uuerriileas «f Jap
snipers and small groupns in the defense zrea were investipgitea, Most
of these investigations resulted in nef‘tive reports,

Tank destroyers were employed on the North Slde of the 1/SIG
RIVER and pleced 76mm fire on_eneny Cbserv ation Fosts in the CITY HALL
TOWBR and THE PUn? TERWIKALL G ER, =cnemy installations in FORT SANS
TIAGO and on ENGINLLR IQLaiD were slsc Tird4d upor by destroyers with
good effects,

tifective use was made by Recorraissance Company of its 37mm
guns on the light tanks, as well uc pressing into service the maine-
tenance section 8lmm mortsrs from firing companles, Bszookas were
also used extensively; in cne Instance a bazocka was used to sink an
eneny barge, An extensive system of Chservation Posts was cset up
along PASIG RIVER and shore of KNANILA PBAY, Jap zactivity was follow-
ed thus with excellent results, Lac! ine zun positiorns dug n ~long
water's edge of the river were oc:upied zfter dark and evacuated ut
daybreak, thus making a defensive cet-up which the vYaps at no time
were able to breach, Inctances of night infiltrztors sttemptirg de=-
molitions were numerous but none wss able to pass the river derense
of Reconnaissance Cowmpan, zno tiwe losiroyer supwvort piuced Liere,

14 Februqrv L94§

. Company B was attached to the 11tk sirborne Division for operation-
alicontrol to give that Division Tirep-wer to destroy eneuwy pillboxes
gun emplucements snd other well orpsnized defenses, The lst Platoon
initially was employed in suppert of the 31lth Parachute Infantry and
the 24 Platoon in suvnport <f tne 150th Para-Glider Infantry in the
advance from the viest on NICHCL: ”I“LD. The 1st Platoon destroyed
six enemy pilllboyes -1 *re g V1stoon one five inech “aval gun and
neutralized many piilheoro: . La~~t instaliutions werse ueetroyed from
hull-defilade positions i rid-e-te=ridge tighting =t rarges of 800
10CC verds,

Jompany A established tihree Culiver 50 nuchine gun positions in
buildings in the LINONDC TISTIICT of . 7ILa on the lortly I'ank of the
PASIG RIVER. From these ;oaltiong, fire could be placed cn tzrgets
of opnsort ity In the POST OFFICE area ~nd West to PORT SANTIAGO.
The compuny 2lso placed 76rmm fire on pillboxes near the South End of
QUELON RBFIDCT 714l food effect,

. lieconnaiscance Company destroyed a mwachine gun position and
killed four enermy in FORT SaNiIaGO.
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15 February 1945

One M-18 Destroyer was employed in support of the 129th Infantry
in the ERWITA DIiSTRICT south of the PaSIG RIVER. This destroyer
neutralized four pillboxes containing flve machine guns located at
the base of bulldings. Seven enemy were counted dead. In pulling
out of position the destrover hit a swall land mine., The crew was
unhurt and the destroyer suffered moderate damage,

This destroyer was employed as a test cuse for support of in-
fantry in street fighting at close ranges. The results were
gratifying.

The 24 and 3rd Platoons of Company B were placed in suprort of
the 188th Para-Glider Infantry and the 1lst Platoon of Company B was
placed in support of the 511th Parachute Infantry, all in the assault
on FORT MCKINLEY. During the day's action the Company destroyed
39 pillboxes, 4 gun emplacements, 11 twin 20mm guns, 3 twin 40Omm guns,
2 five inch naval guns, 1 ammunition dump, and 2 enemy Observation
Posts.

Reconnalssance Company continued on the mission, defense of
the NICOLAS~-TONDO AREA.

16 February 1945

Company C, having been released from attachment to GHQ, arrived
in MANILA at 14001,

Company A was replaced on all nissions by Company C and given
a rest and opportunity for maintenance of all equipment,

The 1st Platoon Company C was assigned in support of the 148th
Infantry, one sedtion of 2d Platoon in support of 129th Infantry
and the 3rd Platoon in support of Reconnaissance Company 1n the
NICOLAS~-TONDO AREA.

Headquarters Company established and manned a Caliber 50 machine
gun on the third floor of the GREAT EASTERN HOTEL on the north side
of the PASIG RIVER. From this position, fire could be placed on tar-
gets of opportunity in the vicinity of éhe POST OFFICE and the EAST
WALL Of INTRAMUROS.

The 1st Platoon, Company B, in support of the 511th Parachute
Infantry destroyed 2 dual purpose 20mm guns, one Caliber 50 machine
gun snd one 40mm gun in the vicinity of NORTH NICHOLS FIELD. The 24
and 3rd Platocns in support of the 188th Para-Glider Infantry in the
FORT LCKINLEY AREA destroyed 4 plllboxes, and neutralized many other
entrenchments, These pillboxes were very large (some 15 feet deep)
and constructed of reinforced Concrete, During the day the Company
counted 185 Japs killed and suffered no casualties,

17 February 1949

One section, 24 Platocn, Company C in support of the 2d Bat-
talion 148th Infantry placed 7émm fire on the SCIENCE and PHIiLIPPINE
HOSPITAL BUILDINGS, opening large gaps in the walls so that 105mw
High Explosive shells could be fired into the buildings with weapons
of the Cannon Company, The 3rd Platocn, in support of Reconnaissance
Company, destroyed 4 enemy machine gun nésts and one pillbox in the
area just east of FORT SANTI..GO.

Patrols by Company G north of the PASIG RIVER and the manning
of Caliber 50 machine guns in buildings on the North Bank of the
PASIG RIVER were continued.

vompany © remalined attached to the 11th Airborne Division in
the FORT MCKINLEY AREA4,

10
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18 February 1945

In the advance through FORT MCKINLEY toward the PASIG RIVER the
2d and 3d Platoons, Company B, supporting the 188th Para-Glider
Infantry destroyed one 5 inch navel gun and neutralized a hill mass
occupied by the enemy. The hill was then occupied by friendly troops,
but due to mutilation of the enemy bodies, it was impossible to count
the dead. The 1st Platoon was sent to BAGUMBAYAN attached to the
51ith Parachute Infantry.

Company C destroyed with 76mm fire two coastal defense guns on
ENGINEER ISLAND which had previously been damaged by artillery fire.
One pillbox and one emplacement in the same area were also destroyed.
One section of Company C placed direct 76mm fire on partly sunken
hulks in SOUTH MANILA HARBOR on which the enemy was manning guns and
harrassing our troops. Another section in support of the 24 EBat-
talion, 148th Infantry destroyed one 20mm gun, sand-bagged revetments,
one piilbox and several other emplacements in the MEDICAL SCHOOL,
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPFINES, outine patrols and manning of mach-
ine gun positions on the north bank of the PASIG RIVER were contin-
ued by the company.

Reconnaissance Company continued the defense of the NICOLAS -
TONDO AREA, killing two enemy attenpting to reach ENGINEER ISLAND
from the mainland,

19 February 1945

Company C -~ The 1lst Platoon was attached to the 145th Infantry.,
The 3rd Platoon destroyed an enemy Obtservation Post in a CHURCH
TOWER oh the south side of the PASIG RIVER.

Reconnaissance Company destroyed two enemy mortar positions on
ENGINEER ISLAND with 81mm lkiortar fire. Two 8lmm mortars belonging
to the maintenance sections of the firing companies were given to
Reconnaissance Company as no use had been found for them in the
firirg companies in this campaign.

Company B - The 1lst Platoon remained in support of the 511th
Parachute Infantry at BAGUMBAYAN. The 2d and 3rd Platoons were
releesed from the 188th Para-Glider Infantry and returned to Company
assenbly area for care and maintenance of equipment,

20 February 1945

The 1st Platoon of Company B in support of 511th Parachute
Infantry at BAGUMBAYAN destroyed one 40mm twin dual purpose gun
after one destroyer had received three hits from the gun killing
two turret men and wounding one. The destroyer suffered damage
inside the turret,

The 24 Platoon of Compzny C placed 76émm fire on the POLICE
STATION, SAN PABLO CONVENT, GIRLS DORMITORY, NOKMAL SCHOOL, CITY
HALL, and the WATER BUILDING, expending 400 rounds. Results were
very good and enabled infantry units to advance with a greatly
reducsd number of casualties.

Reconnaissance Company sank one enemy barge and damaged an-
other in the mouth of the PASIG RIVER, killing 12 Japs.

21 _Feoruary 1945

Yhe 1st Platoon, Company B, in the B.GUMBAYAN AREA destroyed
one twin 40mm gun, one pillbox containing two machine guns, one
amrunition dump and eight enemy entrenchments.

Company C was attached to the 145th Infantry and placed 76émm
fire on the MUNICIPAL BUILDING, destroying one enemy pillbox.
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Reconnaissance Company, from positions in the NICOLAS AREA, hit
and set afire an ammunition dump in the viecinity of FORT SANTIAGO.

22 February 1945

The 13t Platoon, Company A, firing from positions in the NICOLAS
AREA, damaged an enemy barge killing 7 enemy and neutralized positions
on surken hulks in MANILA BAY killing 15 enemy. The hulks were fired
upon at a range of 2000 yards.

Company C remained attached to the 145th Infantry. The company
placed 315 rounds 76mm, and 6000 rounds caliber 50 fire on the MUNI-
CIPAL BUILDING in preparation for assault. ‘he as:cault was executed
and the building secured,

Reconnaissance Company continued the defense of the NICOLAS -
TONDO AREA, destroying one ammunition dump with 8lmm fire and kill-
ing an estimated 30 enemy on the MANILA NORTH HARBOR BREAKWATER,

The 1lst Platoon, Company B, was relieved at BAGUMBAYAN by the
3rd Platoon. That night while %he 3rd Platoon was attached to the
3rd Battalion 511th Parachute Infantry, about 100 Japs infiltrated
the joint Command Post. One member of the 3rd Platoon killed 31
Japs with the Caliber 50 machine gun on his destroyer before being
wounded., Total Japs killed by the Platoon was 35. We suffered one
officer and two enlisted ien wounded., Remaining Japs were dispersed
by the infantry, '

The 1st and 24 Platoons of Company B took up positions 3000
yards rnorthwest of CALAMBA as part of a speclal force to liberate
prisoners from the LOS BANOS AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, Our platoons
and elements of infantry provided security on the northwest while
the prisoners were evacuated by water on LAGUNA DE BAY to safety
behind our lines.

23 February 1949

A one-hour artillery preparation was placed on INTRAMUROS by
both indirect and direct fire, missions being assigned by the Com-
manding General, 37th Division Artilliery. Company C fired four
destroyers from positions between the GENERAL POST OFFICE and the
METROPOLITAN THEATER, at a rate of one round per two minutes per
destroyer, platoons were alternated to allow continuous fire and
supply of ammunitioy, Company C's fire was placed on the northeast
corner of INTRAMUROS, Simultaneously, one platoon of Company A
fired from the North Bank of the PASIG RIVER, opening gaps in the
concrete river wall along INTRAMUROS, thereby providing entrances
from water's edge for the 129th Infantry which assaulted the WALLED
CITY using boats to cross the PASIG RIVER from the north.

The 3rd Platoon, Company B, remained at BAGUMBAYAN with the
511th Parachute Infantry and the 2d Platoon remained at CALAMBA with
the 188th Para-Glider Infantry, During motorized patrol south of
CALAMBA enemy sniper fire was received. While cleaning out this
emplacement with 10 men, the Company Commander, Captain K A Dawson,
was killed by enemy fire. The Company Command Post and the 1lst
Platoon retired to PARANAQUE,

24 February 194
Reconnaiscance Company, with 1st Platoon Company A attached,
destroyed an armored barge carrylng Japs attempting escape in MANILA

NORTH HARBOR. <{he company also killed 11 enemy and captured one in
the same area.
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Status of other units was as follows:

Company A - Battalion Reserve, ,

Company B - Attached to 11th Airborne Pivision - no
eneny contact. '

Company C - Attached to 145th Infantry - no mission
assigned.

29 February 1945

Company A was attached to the 148th Infantry but no missions
were assigned for the day.

Company B, attached to 511th Parachute Infantry patrolled the
highway on the west shore of LAGUNA DE BAY. The company displaced
to ALABANG,

Company C was released from attachment to the 145th Infantry.
The 3rd Platoon placed 433 rounds of 76mm on the AGRICULTURE
BUILDING using half High Explosive and half Armor Piercing Cap.
Much damage was caused to the bullding,

Reconnalssance Company killed one enemy and captured another
attempting escape near the MANILA NORTH HARBOR DOCKS.

26 February 1945

The 3rd Platoon, Company C, fired 600.rounds, fifty per cent
High Explosive and fifty per cent Armor Plercing Cap, into the
AGRICULTURE BUILDING.

Reconnaigsance Company killed six Japs and captured one in the
MANILA NORTH HARBOR DOCK AREA,

Company B destroyed seven small buildings occupied by the
enemy resr CALAMBA.

27 February 124§

Company A placéd 76mm direct fire at close range on the
LEGISLATIVE BﬁILDING with good effect. The 24 Platoon Company C
placed 76mm direct fire on the AGRICULTURE BUILDING with good

effect, enabling the 5th Cavalry Regiment to assault and secure
the building,

Reconnaissance Company maintained Observation Posts in the
NICOLAS - TONDO AREA but had no enemy contact.

28 February 1945

Company A remained in support of the 148th Infantry prepared
to place direct fire on the LEGISLATIVE BUILDING on call.

Company C assembled in GRACE PARK, MANILA and Reconnalssance
Company assembled in ROSARIO HEIGHTS, MANILA - both companies
performing care and maintenance of all equipment.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES - FEBRUARY 1945

During the month of February 1945 the CITY OF MANILA was oc-
cupied by American Forces and enemy forces were destroyed or driven
to the surrounding hills. The 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion
provided much of the direct artillery fire which enabled friendly
infantrymen to secure many of the large reinforced concrete build-
ings in ERMITA and INTRAMUROS DISTRICTIS. It was found that the
76mm Armcr Piercing Cap projectile fired from close ranges, which
was dictated by the situation due to lack of fields of fire at

13





