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HEADQUARTERS
11TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 468

24 February 1945

MEKORANDUM:

TO: Officers and Enlisted Men, 11th Airporne Division
and attached Units.,

l. The following message was received by the Division
Commander from Lt General Walter Krueger, Commanding General
Sixth Army.

"Please extend to the participating troops my hearty
congratulations for their fine work in successfully liberating
the LOS BANOS internees."

2. The following message was received by the Division
Commander from Maj). General 0., W. Griswold, Commanding General
XIV Corps.

"My sincere congratulations to you, your officers and
men for the successful operation at LOS BANOS. Your courageous
and daring operation brought happiness to many hundred of in-
ternees and their families, and reflects great credit to your
division.”

/s/ J. M. Swing
/t/ J. M, SWING
Maj)or General, U.S.A.
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION "AM & "B®
CO 19th Inf
CO Co A 44th Tk. Bn,
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_ . HEADGUARTERS
11th Airborne Division
APO 468
25 February 1945
LEMORANDITM:
TO: All Ofricers and Enlisted ken, 1ith Airborne

Division and Attached Units,

The followlng message was recelvec by the Division
Connander from the Commanding General XIV Corps:

*The Corps Concrander is happy to transmit the fcl-
lowing messcge from the Commander-in-Chief:

'The LOS BANOS raid was magnificent,
Tell Swing, Soule and all concerned,

Signed NacArthur!',?

/s/ J. M, Swing

/t/ J. M, SWING
Kajor General, U, S. Army

Commanding

DISTRIBUTION "A™ & "B"

CO 19th Inf

CO Co 4 44th Tk, Bn,
CO0 Co B 637th TD Bn,

c0 6724 Amph, Trac. Bn,

Certified =z trve copy of the orisinsal,
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HEADQUARTERS
637TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APQO 453 RIM:mjh
26 February 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation '
TO: See Distribution

1. The Battalion Commander herewith commends the following
personnel for meritorious and courageous action on 5 February

1945
1ST LT HOWARD W CARDOZO, JR, Ol 177 318
Pfc Regis F Fersch, 33 134 536

The O0fficer and enlisted man displayed courage and pluck
in attacking and wiping out a small band of enemy approximately
five miles west of Carmen. Notified by a civilian that the eneuny
were in the vicinity, Lt Cardozo and Pfc Fersch dismounted from
their vehicle, took their weapons and a .30 cal MG, and proceeded
to flush the enemy,

Joined later by a group of guerillas, and about ten sol-
diers from the neighborhood, Lt Cardozo took charge and led the
mission. Although slightly wounded, both Lt Cardozo and Pfc
Fersch proceeded on, and were in effect the spark-plug vh ich
pregssed the mission to a successful conclusion, The assistance
of the Filipino guide, Restituto Jiminez, is also to be commended.

2, The actions of Lt Cardozo and Pfc Fersch are to be highly
commended and their courage and cool conduct in the situation are
in keeping with the highest traditions of the service,

/s/ Richard L McNelly

/t/ RICHARD L. MCNELLY
Lt Colonel, FA, (TD)
Commanding

DIST: 10- Lt Cardozo
10- Pfe¢ Fersch
l- ea unit
1l- ea 201 file
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HEADGUARTERS 37TH INFANTRY DIVISION

LPO 37, c/0 Postmaster
San Francisec, Calif,

& Narch 1645
SUBJECT: Commendation

TO: Commanding Officer, 637th Tsnk Destroyer Eattalion
(Thrus Commanding General, XIV Corps)

1. During the recent carpulgn of the 37th Infantry Division
on Luzon, Philippine Islands, the €37th Tank Destroycr dattaiion
distinguished 1itself by 1ts outstanding performance in btattle
operations with the 37th Division. The battalion coocperated splen-
didily with the divisionsl elements to which 1ts units were attached
and contributed significantly to the success of ocur operatlions by
the powerful, aggressive support it rendered,

2, It gives me grest pleasure to commend the 037th Tang Dese-
troyer Battalion for the outstundingly fine service it perfoirmed
anc. for the professional skill, courage, devotion to duty snd superdb
battle competence of 1ts oslicers ana men.

/s/ Robt. S. Beightler
/t/ ROBT. 5. BEIGHTLER
MajJor Genersl, USA

AG 330,13 lst Ind.
Y-M
HE»DQUARTERS XIV CORPS, 4FC # 453, 17 March 1945,
TO: Commanding Officer, 637th Tznk Destroyer Battalion.

I am pleased to note and transwit this letter of commendation
from the Commanding General, 37th Infantry Division, AFO 37.

/s/ 0. W. Griswold
/t/ 0. W. GRISWOLD
Lajor General, U. S. Arny,
Comnianding.

Certified a true copy of the original,
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HEADQUARTERS
637TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO #453, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

5 May 1945

201322
SUBJECT: Commendation of Enlisted Men
TO: ' ' 8ee Distribution

1., The Battalion Commander herewith commends the following
personnel of Company A, 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion for merit-
orious and courageous action.

Technical Sergeant Everett F, Smith, 20 516 460, for out-
standing service on 15 March 1945 on the San Pedro - Santa Rosa
Road, one=half mile north of Binan, Luzon, Philippine Islands.

¥hile in march column enroute south an M-18 destroyer of
Company A was struck by a large gasoline tanker bound in the
opposite direction., A second gasoline tanker following the first
also collided with the halted vehicles and tankers and the M-18
immediately caught fire. In company with a platoon commander
Sgt Smith rushed to the burning destroyer. 1In total disregar&
of their personal safety and cognizant that the destroyer contsin-
ed much HE 76-mm ammunition, the two men extricated the destroyer
from the flames, B8gt Smith guided, while the officer mounted and
drove the vehicle away from the flaming tankers, after which they
extinguished the flames on the destroyer., The tank destroyer
vehicle had proceeded only a few hundred yards down the road when
the tankers both exploded, a total loss., Had the destroyer been
allowed to remain alongside it undcubtedly would have exploded
also, with the hazard of the heavy smmunition probably causing
much loss of life. The vehicle was saved and later went back into
operation.,

Techniecian fifth grade William R White, 38 185 725, for out-
stunding service om 30 April 1945 in vicinity of Mt Kataasna “undoc,,
Laguna, Luzon, Philippine Islands.

While drivingkhis M-18 tank destroyer up a perilous bull-
dozed trail enroute to firing positions agsinst Japanese defending
forces, Tec 5 White's vehicle hit a soft shoulder on the edge of
an almost perpendicular declivity. Slipping from the road the
destroyer started down the steep grade backwards., The destroyer
commander realizing the dangerous situation ordered the crew to
dismount. Tec 5 White remained with his vehicle piloting it down -
the precipice for a distance of approximately 400 feet before it
could be brought to a halt., He succeeded in keeping the vehicle
upright and fundamentally undamaged, later driving it under 1its
own power back onto the narrow ridge.

2, The actions of T Sgt Smith and Tec 5 Vhite are to® highly
commended, Thelr pluck, courage and cool conduct in the face cf
definite danger to themselves constitute a laudatory exauple and
evidence of conscientious devotion to duty. The highest traditions
of the service have been upheld by these men.

/s8/ Richard L. McNelly

DIST: 1-TAG /t/ RICBARD L., MCRELLY
l-ea unit Lt Colonel, PFA(TD)
l-ea 201 Commandin&o| (‘FH""'Y n.-Hl._.] g / .
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HEAD U, I'TEES
637TH TANK DESTRCYSR BATTALION
aFo 7y
28 June 1949
BULLLTIN:
KUMBLK 6:

l. The following letter of comuendation to the 637th Tank
Destroyer Battalion has been received in this headquarters:

RE.LQULKTERS XIV CORPS
Cfiice of the Commanding General

APO 453
AG 330.13 Y-¥M 20 June 1945
SUBJICT: Commendation
TOs Counanding Officer
637th Tank Destroyer Battalion
4PO 75

l. As your battalion leaves the X1V Corps, I wish to express
to you, your officers anc nen, ry personal appreclation «n¢ of-
ficial commendstion for the exemplary service rendered in the
Luzon campaign.

2, A high degree of training, technical sklll and zggressive
fightinf spirit has been evident in the efficient manner in which
all assigned missions were carried o~ut, The long distance recon-
nalssance conducted by your reconrnaissance platoon proved excep-
tionslly valuable throughout the =dvarce scross the central plains,
In the battle of Manila where elenents of the battszlion tcok part
in the reduction of enery strorngpoints in large builldinges, the out-
standing work performed was s msjor factor in keeping casualties
acong our foot troops to a minimum, The high praise of the iniantry
urits which elements of your battsiion supported durlng the campaign
is a tribute to the cooperation, courage and battle competence of
your command,

3¢ I am proud to have had the ¢3/th Tank Destroyer Battallon
in my command, end congratulate you =11 for a job well done,

/s/ 0. W. Griswold
/t/ . V. GRISWCGLD
Lieutenant Genersl, U, S. Arusy,
Commznaing
2, The vital contripution which every man in the battalion
made in the meriting of this commendation may justly be = suurce
of pride to each and every one.

_BY_ORDER OF MAJOR HOLWKS:

< OFFICi L: L CHARLES & CRLESTH
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HEADQUARTERS XIV CORPS
~PO 453

GENERAL ©“ILDERS 14 arugust 1945
RUMBER 62

T CITATIO
637TH TiLE DESTRO BATTALION

The 637th Tgnk Destroyer Battelion is cited for outstending
performance of duty in zction frowm 6 February to 2 arch 1945, at
Menila, Luzon, Philippine Islands, During this period the battsal-
ion distinguished itself Tty a display cf fearless courage, uggres=
siveness and resourcefulncss in brilliantly accoujplishing rmeny
varied and difficult nis=ions which required the ccmplete and
exhaustive application of every man and weapon through extended
and intensive conmbat., s Special Security Force in an extremely
sctive area of aporoximately & square miles, north of the Pasig
niver and east of #suila Ray, every possible man was presced into
combet dutys cooks, truck drivers, mechanics and headquarters
perscnnel aided in menning every available weapon on & 24<hour
basis dny after day with little o o rest, and ernihilated rumer-
ous pockets of fanatically-reslisting Japanese, destroyed many
heavily armed inf{iltraiting demolition parties, znd rescuved from
the water under enemy fire scores of refugees escaping from Fort
Santiago and other Japsnese instellations on the south bank of
the river. Moving to South i-nlla, elements of the battalion
began a two-week attack with sustalned direct fire on heavily
fortifted modern concrete snd steel buildings; teo sssure maximum
effect, tank destroyer crews often approacned to within 60 to
75 yar&s of their targets thourh afforded very little protection
from heavy enemy fire ani fiying {ragments of our own shells,
Concurrently, elements of the battslion rendered distinguished
service in reducing stron: enemy positions at Fort kcKinley znd
Nichols Field, and assisted in the advance of the overl nd move-
ment to the L,os Banos Internment Camp, Throughout the period
cited, prodigious feats or transporting huge quantities of arnuni-
tion from dumps more than 100 riles away, and maintsining 211
equipnent at peak efficiency dispite intensive use, were accon-
plished only through the tireless efforts and unflag.ing applica-
tion of every member of the supply and maintenance section. The
courage, sgreressiveness md tireless devotion to duty displayed
by all personnel of the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which
itself accounted for more than 450 enery dead nnd 60 machine guns
and artillery pieces destroyed, contributed greatly to the success
achieved by our combat divisions in annihilating the de.enders of
Maznila, and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the
arred forces cf the United States.

/s/ 0. %. Griswold

/t/ G. ¥, GRISWOLD
~ Lieutenant Ceneral, U. S. .irmy
TATTAR Commanding




O o | O

HEADQUARTERS
637TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 453 RLM:hem

SUBJECT: Commendation
TO: All Units

l, The battalion commander hereby commends the following
enl!sted men, for their superb display of teamwork, calmness
under fire and excellent technique applied as a working destroyer
crew, all of which is attested by the results of their well co-
ordinated effort, four (4) enemy tanks destroyed:

Sgt Hitt, Thomss E. 34 136 672 Co A Destroyer
Conmander

Tec 4 Duplisea, Robert T. 31 060 398 Co A Driver

Pfc Snyder, Yonald J. 37 572 776 Co A Asst Driver

Cpl Reeser, Orvil C. 34 187 097 Co A Gunner

Pfe Mezwicki, Bugene .. 36 405 278 Co A Cannoneer

2. Enthusiastic commendation often 1s sobered by the shzdow
of departed comrades in arms. And so in this case we cannot
suffer elation over victory to pass without a silent beriediction
and prayer in our hearts for those who have gone to the soldier's
reward., Their part was bravely played and in all humility we
cannot do less than note their contribution in making possible
the ccmmendation of the living, It is the way of war,

3s Therefore, in this commend:stion, at one and the sane
time is paild respect and reverence to the memory of departed
comrades and recognition pgiven for a display of excellent and
soldierly conduct on the part of those named, which reflects not
only the best efforts of the battallon, but the finest trsditions
of the service,

/s/ Richard L Mc Nelly
/t/ RICHARD L HC NEL.Y
Lt Colonel, Fi, (TD)

Cornmanding
DIST: 1 - ea Unit
1l - ez EM concerned
1l - ea 201 file
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