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SUBJECT: Action Aga.'uut Bnemy, Reports After/After Action Reperts, . 0 ;;
! ; Q1
THROUGH : eo-undi.n; General, VII. Corps, AFO 307, U. S. Army. : 8‘6- / i
70 =' The Adjutant General, Washingtom, 25, D. C. T
REPORT SUBMITTED FOR DECEMBER 1941

a. Qriginal Unit: No change.
b. Chsnges in organisstion: Attached to 4th Uavalry Greypy-Mecs.
c. Str hs 1 Officers Officers -

1 Dec L4 32 2 Vi
31 Dec Ll 2 684
Increase or Uecrease 0 -£h2

d. Stations: Germany; arrived 3 Oct 44 (Firing Companies were in actien in Gemmmy
15 Sept iL). Left Germany 22 Dec Li.
Balgium: Arrived 23 Dec. 44.

e, Marchesa: All marches and moves by s CP and Line Companies noted in narrative
listed as Appendix No. 1) }

f. Campaigns: Western Hurope.

g. Battles: (See Narrative Report, appendix ho. 1) i
h. Commanding Officer: Lt. Col, Wint Smith, 0123028, FA, has been, and still is &
in command of this battalion. NN
w
i, losses in action: Name Date
Officers: =
Killed in action: 1st Lt. William R, Von ‘Ende 12 Dec 44
Wounded-zvacuated: Capt. Harold L. Fellegrino 16 vec 44

Enlisted wen:
Killed in action: Pvt. George T. loop 0
Sgt. William E. Koenig 20
Pvt. Frrancis R. Ryan 20
Cpl. Larry E. Wessel 23
Missing in Action: Pvt., vJames J. uanser 12 Dec 4Ll
5
5
11
11
11
11

Wounded-rfvacuated: Cpl. Wwalter R. Anthony
Pvt, Iouis k&, Saki
"ogte Joseph ¥, Stalpes
Sgt.. Harold D, Brown
Pfc. Albert U. Speaker
Pfe, frank k. Nitschke

?n\l | *




V PR
» e s i

-

after action Report, 63>th 1D Bn. lowed, 6 van. 1945, cont'd.

Wounded-Evacuated: Name
pvt.
rvt.
rfc.
rvt,
rvt.
Pvt,
Pfc.
agt.
rvt,
1ec 4
rvt.
Pvt.
Pvto
Sgt.
rvt.
rfc,
rvt,
m.
Tec 5
Pfc.
Tec 5
rfc.
‘vt
1 fe.
Cpl.
Pfc.,
sSgt.
upl.
tfc,
rfec.
Pvt.
Fvt,
\Sgto
rvt.

iied of .ounds: Sgt.
Tec 5

andrea J. amato
vlyde u. Ridgeway
vanes u. .oodward
John . foper
Edward E£. Valker
Randall G. Schaub
Arthur E, i/eller
John o5. Cwikla
John . varpenter
weorge i. fuenhall
veorge .. ebb, ur.
Francis R. Ryan
Charles C. Frost
George l. Garvie
'‘thomas J. Hale
Yrank &, srewer, ur,
arthur tood
welvin i, Gilbert
Claude E. Dunigan
Howard A. Degen,ur.
Lionel &, .oo0re
Thomas . «halen
#mil iteich

van n. vagwell
Everett Seneda
Elton R, Sebaugh
ienneth I, Baxter
otanley .. sStrong
#11liam &, Lang
Lloyd O. Beard
Peter T. Valerio
John &, Leesee

Date

11
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
16
16
16
17
17
17
20
20
20
2
23
23
23
23
23
23
25
25
25

25

25
25

vec Ll
vec Ll
vec Ll
Jec Ll
vec L,
Dec 4l
vec 4l
uec 44
vec Ll
vec L
Dec L4
vec Ll
Dec LL
vec L4
bec LI
Lec Li
Lec L
Dec 44
Dec L4
Vec 4l
bec 4l
vec Ll
vec L/
vec L
Dec 44
Dec 4
Dec L
vec Ll
Lec L
Dec 4l
Dec 44
vec U,

Hobert L. Van suskirk 26 vec 4

sarold R. vuarte

John S. Cwikla
Lionel k. woore

26

14
23

yec Ll

Dec L4
vec 4,

{In vecember 1 Ufficer and 31 unlisted ien were wounded in action and not evacuated,
and 1 Officer and 24 Enlisted i.en were evacuated as non-battle casualties. uJuring
vecember we received reinforceaents consisting of 4 Ufficers and 34 inlisted iien)

Jo gormer znd present menbers who have distinguished themselves in action:

Name and rank/Grade Company Authority

Silver star

Tst Tt. Paul W. lhelehon B Hq VII Corps GO 76, 15 nov 4

s>gt. Donal . Lever ™) Hq 1st US Inf uviv O 130 26 Nov 4l
rvt. Luther n. Johnson Med Hq VIT Corps GO 74, 12 Nov 44

S/Sgt William E. Lewis nq Hq VIL Corps uO 79, 22 Nov 4l

5gt. James A. Lackey b- Hq 1st US Inf uviv GO 121, 12 Nov 4k {

“
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m o3, 6 m. 1945, comc'd.

)

B, e
wb- Hq let US Inf Uiv w0 123, 17 Nov 4

| M;,.m Hq 1st US Inf uiv O 123, 17 Nov 4l

‘ [
%. Lawrence J. Peterson

Opl. Kelly (n) Sawy
I ' mo cml.. 3. ..d

B Hq VII Corps W0 77, L7 Nov Ll
) ¢ Hq VII Corps «Q 77, 17 Nov L4
b Hq VII Corps U0 80, 28 Nov Li
Sgt. Joseph M. Stalpes B Hq VII Corps WO 77, 17 Nov L
Cpl. Richard ¢. ratchett D Hq VII Corps «O 77, 17 Nov 4
Ffe. riary P. Bendar b Hq VII Corps GO 77, 17 Nov L

b

b

M

¢

v

; Pfc. James 0. bussman Hq VII Corps 4O 77, 17 Nov L ;
Pvt. nenry v. Kllis Hq 1st US Inf uiv GO 121, L2 Nov LiL *
Pfc. Frank L. Pammer od Hq VII Corps GO 82, 6 Lec LL
Cpl. Kxemeth K. Vay Hq VII Corps u0 93, 9 wec Ll

Hq vII Corps «O 83, 9 vec Ll

Clust nze Star Medal
Upl. Kelly (n) Savoy B Hq VII Corps GO 80, 28 Nov L4

rfe., vinson v, bavis

N
1 Inclosure: Appendlix wo. Q\

o WAt

k. Photograpns: None. e lid; 07\
1 only. // }y
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HEADQUARTERS 635TH TANK DESTRCYER BATTAL.ON TOWZID
AFO 230, U. S. ARMY

APFENDIX NO. 1 6 January 1945

NARRATIVE
Excerbts from Unit Journcal
December 1941 Incidents

1 Made rcn South Aschen for security positions apainst airborne attacks.

2  Personnel Section moved from 1st US Inf. Div, Rase und joined our rear ichelon at
Eyenatten, Belgium. 6 EM on DS with 1lst US Inf Div Arty forward CP to alleviate
their shortage of personnel returned to Bn for duty,

3rd Platoon C Co moved to Eyenatien in preparation of movement with 4th Cav Ren Sqgdn
returned to Aachen assy area due to limited room and billets in Eyenatien, Belgium.

Advance billeting guard of 7 M returned from Eschweiler, Germany, due to change in
mission. R

3  Following report submitted by Co C: 3rd platoon which displaced an A Co platootr in
the Schevenhutte, Germany, area was heavily shelled by the enemy between 0630 and
0730 hrs 2 Dec. A 1/L ton vehicle hit by shell fragments with no repairs necessary,
5/S¢t MeClellan sustained Lac Wd left armj treated by our own medics and remained
on duty...at 1030 hrs 1 Dec Cpl Shows entered an unmarxed enemy mine field to rescue
an engineer who had his foot blown off by an exploding mine. Cpl Shows has been
recommended for the Silver Star award for his brave deed.

Followin: officer and enlisted men decorated by the VII Corps Commander for bravery
in action against the enemy: 1st Lt "helehon, Co B, Silver Star; 3Sgts Mead and
Stalpes, Co B, Bronze Stars; Cpl Kelly Savoy, Co B, Bronze Star and Cak Leaf Cluster
to the Rronze 3tar; Ffcs Bender and Bussman, Co B, Pronze Stars.

Following report received from Co A for 2 Dec: 2nd Section, 3rd Flatoon moved from
Co CP to new antitank positions vic coord O4OL1O...entire company alerted for movement.

4  Follcwing report received from Co A for 3 Dec: Mved CP from coord 994385 and es-

- tablished new CP at coord 028417 - at 1405 hrs 4 enemy planes strafed CP area. Sgt
Matthews was hit by a bullet which penetrated his field jacket, sweater, shirt and
bible in shirt pocket causing slight scratch and considerable bruise left side of body
below heart - remained on @duty. At 1432 one enemy plane strafed area again, but no
damage caused. Following is the report for 4 Dec for Co A: Between 0100 and 0525 hrs
approximately 30 rds enemy artillery from 1800 mils hit in and around 8P area. At
0525 hrs 3 enemy shells hit the CP. One rd hit ocur ammunition trailer causing severe
fire damaging 2 l1-ton trailers exploding 72 rds 3" APC and 24 rds HE shells and des-
troyed beyond use approximately 125 duffle bags belonging to EM, A Co officers' duf-
fle bags and personal luggage, 2 platoon 3" spare parts kits and 2 aiming circles.

Pvt Phipps, driver of loaded ammunition cargo truck, braved the exploding shells and
drove the cargo out of the area &nd Pvt Vogan drove a 1-1/2 truck and & 1/4 ton from
the exploding trallers. PBoth men recommended for the Silver Star award for their
bravery...2nd platoon moved from coord 016405 to coord 029418 in reserve position

in vic of Co CP.

\
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Appendix No. 1, Narrative, 635th TD Bn. Towed, 6 Jan. 1945, cont'd.

'I-bllowing report received from Co A for 5 Decs DBstween 02,0 and 0500 hrs the enemy

shelled CP ares from 1700 mils; estimated 75mm or 88mm. A total of 78 rds hit the
area with 49 rds falling during the first hour. One (1) halftrack sustained a direct
hit putting it out of action (replaced). Cpl Walter Anthony wounded and evacuated
for possible fracture pen wd left leg, shell frag. Pvt louis E. Saki wounded and
evacuated for pen wd left arm shell frag. Sgt James Nelson wounded not evacuated
lac wd shell frag right side face. Pvt Lloyd Callwell wounded not evacuated slight
lac wd left buttocks shell frag. Pvt Russell K. Sites wounded not evacusted lac

wd right arm shell frag.

Co A established new CP at coord 995404. Moved from coord 028417. New location
approximately south of Gressenich, Germany. '

Med Det reported: On 4 Dec Pfc James Frey, Co A, 2° burn iott hand from exploding
3" shell when enemy shells hit ammo trailer - remained on duty.

Red Op Memo #11 Hq 4th Cav Group dated 6 Dec. This Bn less Co A tactically attached
to 83rd US Inf Div effective 080600A Dec L4. Co A will be attached effective the
time 83rd Inf Div assumes control of the 4th Inf Div Zone.

Sgts Dever and Lackey presented with the Silver Star Award for bravery in action.

Following report received from Co A for 6 Dec: Lt Gotham rentered for and found
suitable indirect fire gun positions in vic coord 990367. At 2050 hrs 21 rds enemy
artillery estimated at 75mm fell in 3rd platoon area vic coord O4LO4L1O0 from 1400m.

8 EM; 6 from Co B and 2 from Co C, left Bn for 92nd Repl Bn of 3rd Repl Depot to be
returned to the U. S. on furlough per confidential letter 29 Nov 44, Hq EQUTSA,
"Return of Personnel to the US on Temporary Duty for Rehabilitation, Recuperation
and Recovery." (Auth Hg VII Corps S/0 169 7 Dec Li)

CP group left assy area in SW Aachen, Germany, at 1045 hrs and established new CP
1150 hrs in the town of Vicht, Germany, coord 963388.

Following report received from Co A f.r 7 Dec: 1st platoon started indirect fire
with It Silki as forward observer; guns in position coord 989365. 73 rds 3" HE
expended. Platoon ceased firing 1600 hrs as unable to register without smoke., 5
harassing micssions were fired on towns of Derichsweiler and Gurzenich, Germany.

B Co reported: Co CP left assy area SW Aachen, Germany, coord 827411 at 1245 hrs
8 Dec and arrived coord 032416 2 miles east of Schevenhutte, Germany at 1445 hrs.
Co B attached to 331st Inf Regt of 83rd US Inf Div tactically.

Following report received from Co A for 8 Dec: 1300 hrs lst platoon fired 116 rds
HE - 7 harassing missions into towns of Derichsweiler and Gurzenich, Germany. 1830
hrs 3rd platoon reported unidentified plane flylng from E to W, circled to south
and dropped three anti-personnel bombs - no damage., 2000 hrs 7 artillery airbursts
to be from our own artillery into Co CP - no damage.

Co C reported: left assy area SW Aachen, Germany, and established new CP 8 Dec
coord 007408 near Schevenhutte, Germany.

+
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teceived Ops Yemo #12 9 Dec 44 Hg 4th Cav Group: This Bn less Ccs 4, B and 3rd
Flatoon Co C attached to 4th Cav 3roup effective 091500A Dec 44. Co B, this mn,
attached to 759th Tank Bn Lt.

Capt Page, Ln 0O, on order from CG 83rd Div Arty placed Co C in position for indirect
firing; 1lst platoon 00605-40295, 2nd platoon 00675-40500, 3rd platoon 00540-40355.
Fired 432 rds 3" HE - 14 interdiction and harassing micsions with no known effect.

2 registrations fired on 2nd mission. Firing from 0500 8th Dec to 0600 9th Dec.

B Co reported: Moved from coord 032416 to coord 300376 approx 2 miles west of
Kleinhau, Ge»many, and established new CP 1700 hrs 9 Dec.

Bn Comdr, 53, ILn O and 15 EM left CP to establish Advance Forward CP at coord
033377 vic '‘Qeinhau in the Hurtgen Forest to permit closer operation and Ln with
Cos B and ( nearby and Group Hg also removed to the forest.

Following report received from Co A for 10 Dec: 1lst platoon moved from coord 989365
to reserve position coord 995404. 2000 hrs: 3rd platoon shelled from 2000 m. by
2 enemy guns estimateda at 75mm - no damage.

Co C reported: CP moved from coord 007408 and established new CP in town of Vicht,
Germany, 1230 hrs 10 Dec. Moved again 11 Dec from Vicht to vic Kleinhau in Hurtgen
Forest coord 036375 and established new CP at 1300 hrs. Attached to 85th Rcn Sq of
5th Armd Div less 3rd Platoon which remains with the 4th Cav Ren Sq. Advised that
since departure from assy area SW Aachen, Germany, Co C, on VO were attached to

the following organizations prior to their attachment to the 85th Ren Sq of 5th
Armd Div; 83rd Div Arty, 330th Inf Regt, 326th FA Bn, and 329th Inf Regt - all for
tactical purposes, but changes in missions caused detachments,

Advance Forward CP augmented with additional personnel; 1 officer and 10 EM and
1 ambulance and 3 medics,

Co C reported they established Ln with 85th Rcn Sq and were awaiting orders to
support the Sq in screening the south flank of an extended drive to the east
contemplated by the 5th Armored Div.

Qo B reported: 10th Dec: Between 1730 and 1800 hrs an estimated L enemy planes
bombed CP area. One 100# bomb fell 25 yards from CP and several anti-personnel

bombs fell in 3rd platoon area, S/ 8gt Demanett hit in finger left hand and remain-
ed on duty. Tec 4 Ruth hit by bomb fragment and remained on duty. One 12-V battery
was damaged, one 610 radio knocked out and 1 rifle damaged; 6 tires and one 2-1/2 ton
cargo damaged superficially. Co. maintenance section took all damaged materiel to
rear echelon for repair or replacement. 11lth Dec: 1st and 2nd platoons committed
forward to hold approx 300 to 400 yds high ground vic 070375, East of Kleinhau, Ger.
our troops went forward at 1300 hrs 11 Dec dismounted and to take place of infantry.
The area they were assigned to hold was under enemy observation at all times and was
heavily raked by enemy mortar and artillery fire; over 200 shells dropped in approx
one hour, and not all the men were able to reach their positions. Shell fire came
from the northeast. By 1706 hrs the following EM were wounded and evacuated by

tank due to the constant enemy fire a.d muddy terrain: Sgt Stalpes shell frag r arm,
Sgt. Harold Brown shell frags arm and leg; Pfc Albert Speaker shell frag r side of 4,
face and forehead, Pvt Amato WIA, Pfc Frank Nitschke WIA, Pfc James O Woodward BE.LL

Followinz EM wounded but not evacuated: Pfc Carl M. Larsen grazing wound r side of
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head and shell frag thru loh ot left ear; Pvt Chester L. Gilkison shell frag r
shouldsr and r hips Pfc Thomss Garver shell frag r arm. 1100 hrs: Prt Ridgeway
WIA grenade frags-evacusted, lst Sgt Moore, while contacting radio detail in

Kleinhau, Germany, WIA by HE shell frag, contuaion, abrasing r upper arm, triceps
region - remained on duty.

.1 officer and 11 BM tdditional moved to Advance Forward CP in Hurtgen Forest.

Following report received from Co A for 11 Dec: 2nd platoon moved into indirect
Iiring positions coord 001418 at 1100 hrs. 1400 hrs: 3rd platoon moved from posi-
tion coord 035413 to reserve in CP area coord 99540L. 1430 to 1600 hrs; 2nd platoon
fired 37 rds 3" HE harassing fire at town of Gurgenich, Germany, at company of

infantry dug in vic coord O74440. Company Survey Crew utilized and A Co officer
used for forward observation.

Co C reporteds 3rd platoon, in vic of Jaegerhaus, Germany, subjected to heavy enemy
artillery concentrations throughout the night with 60 shells falling in area in one
hour.

Rec'd SO 338 9 Dec 44 Par #2 Hq FUSA promoting 2nd Lt Lawrence J. Stewart, 01824933,
to 1lst Lt.

Following report received from Co A for 12 Dec: 1410-1730 hrs: 2nd platoon fired
20 rds 3" HE unobserved fire in support of 24th Cav Rcn Sq and 331st Inf harassing

fire on road junctions coord 08384273-09114253-19414264-08954226; all in town of
Birgel, Germany, and vic.

Co C reported: 3rd platoon in vic of Schevenhutte, Germany, subjected to inter-
mittent heavy artillery fire throughout the night, averaging three to four rds per
hour through the hours of darkness.

9 additional Hq Co EM from forward CP transferred to Advance Forward CP.

At 1530 hrs 12 Dec four enemy artillery shells fell in CP area; one shell fell 25
yds from where Bn Comdr was standing but proved to be a dud.

Co B reported: Following EM wounded and evacuated on high ground coord 070375 E of
Kleinhau, Germany, holding as infantry 12 Dect Pvt Edward Walker shell frags buttocks
and legs; Pvt Randall Schaub frag in leg; Pvt John Roper frags right shoulder and
face, Pvt Walter Henry, WIA, Pfc Arthur "eller shell frags arm, 1lst Lt. "Villiam R.
Von Ende KIA same action. Following EM SWi and evacuated 13 Dec: Sgt John Cwikla
double fracture spinal cord and DOW 14 Dec. Enemy continued to rake area Co B
holding with artillery and mortar fire all day and night. Bn Comdr committed for-
ward to assist Co 3 to hold high ground one officer and 20 KM of Ren Plats Hg Co

Following report from Co A: 13 Dec: 1320-163C hrs; 2nd platoon fired 20 rds HE
harassing fire in support of the continued attack on Ergel, Germany by 24th Cav
Ren Sg end Blst Inf Regt.

e
Co B reported: 3rd platoon committed forward to aid 1lst and 2nd platoons to hola 45
high ground vic coord 070375. Position heavily shelled w'th artillery and mortar
fire througrout day. Hq Ren Flats were-able to get into position during a lull in

the enemy firing. Reported that Pvt Stredonsky LWA 11 Jec shell frag left wrist and
left thumb - remained on duty. On 14 Cec lst Lt Paul . “helehon WIA by shell frag

3
s
4

|
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Appendix No. 1, Narrati.., 635th TD Bn. Towed, 6 Jan. 1G.,., cont'd,

N

pen wd left shoulder - remained on duty. Pfc Ernest keador Ljii shell frag hip -
remained duty.

Following report received from Co A for 14 Dec: Lt Brant on rcn for Op to fire

indirect on Birgel, Germany, reported enemy tanks and apprex 1CO infantry moving
SW thru town - unable to fire as friendly troops working toward town.

Co B reported: Sgt Emery Smith LWA shell frag finger right hand - duty.

Bn Comdr reported - M ssion of Co B plus Ren Plat of Hgq Co was to occupy and hold
as infantry defense positions for 3/L mile SE of fleinhau, Germany, and engaged in
protecting the right flank of the Lth Cav Group reinforced with patrols south and
east for distances of approx 500 yds. That 1lst platoon of Co C attached to 75%9th
Tank Bn It to occupy positions one mile NE of Kleirhau, Germany. That 2nd platoon

Co C attached to 4th Cav Ren Sq to take up antitank positions 1-1/2 miles north of
Kleinhau.

P{c Edsel Cedar, Co B, WIA shell frag in left knee - remained on duty. Ffc Ralph
Miller, Medic attached to Co B, WIA shell frag left thumb - duty.

Rec'd Ops Memo #l4 dated 15 Dec 44 Hc 4th Cav Group; Co B and lst platoon Co C and

1 Ren platoon Hq Co attached to 759th Tk B Lt; 3rd platoon Co C reld attached Lth
Cav Ren Sq and attached to group in reserve effective 151300 Dec 4L4. 2nd platoon

Co C Attached 4Lth Cav Ren Sq for mission - from selective positions prectect right

(s) flank of 5th Armd Div and prevent enemy movement north of the line CR F-0843€1
(excl)~-RJ F-100389 (incl), maintain contact with elements of CCV on left (east flank).
Hg. 635th TD Bn less gun companies and 1 Ren platoon under srcup control.

Co B reported sporadic shelling throughout day and night on high grcuna vic 070375.

Med Det reported: Capt Harold L. Pellegrino, CO Co C, WIA mortar frag right hand
and head 1100 hrs 16 Dec - evacuated., Pvt Amadee Reulet (A) WIA shrapnel right hand
and thumb - remained on duty.

Following report received from Co A for 15 Dec: Lt Brant on route rcn from CF to
coord 064427 and at 1300 hrs lst platoon moved into position vic 063427.

Forward CO in the town of Vicht, Germany, bombed by enemy aircraft. Enemy planes
overhead from darkness toc dawn of 17th Dec, .

Following radio msg rec'd from Bn Comdr in Advance Forward CP "Enemy paratroopers
were seen coord 995480 and many other places. More were expected. Also rumored in
rear echelon areas. Notify our rear echelon". We immediately notified our Rear
Echelon in Eyenatten, Belgium who organized Paratroop Alert Patrols and while para-
troopers were not apprehended, at least 20 one-shot Panzerfaust bazookas were found
and taken in,

Co B reported: Pvt Francis Ryan WIA shell frag in buttocks - evacuated.

Following report received from Co A for 16 Dec: 2nd platoon moved to CP area in
reserve from 001418. 1130 hrs: 3rd platoon went into position coord 068406. 1630
hrs: 4 rds enemy artillery estimated 75mm fell into 3rd platoon's area coord 068&06L#L,
from 1800 m. and Pvt Webb was hit by fragment in stomach and evacuated. Two enemy
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Appendix No. 1, Narrative, 635th TD Bn. Towed, 6 Jan. 1945, cont'd,
: . 4

guns were doing firing and were shelling Gey, Germany. After the 4 rds fell into
the 3rd platoon area, several rds fell north of the platoon's gun positions and then
the shelling of Gey was resumed. Enemy planes were over Co CP hourly from 1715 to
0615 hrs, but no damage reported. : : ~

Co C reporteds Pvt Frost WIA and evac. EM in foxhole covered by logs. Enemy plane
dropped anti-personnel bombs. 1 bomb dropped on logs and spread them and a dud fol-
lowed and hit EM on small of back necessitating evacuation. Two guns of 2nd platoon
went -into position at coord 087387 at 1900 hrs 16 Dec. Coord center point of 2 guns
with guns 200 yds NW and SE of that point.

Eneny planes over forward CP area in Vicht throughout night 17th~18th, Nusber of
bombs dropped but other than broken glass no damage sustained to personnel or materiel.
Enemy plane activity continued during the daylight hours of 18th, AA guns in area
knocked down one enemy plane,

8 more KM from Hg CP displaced to Advance Forward CP.
1300 hrsy lst and 3rd platoons Co A moved to reéerve positions town of Vicht, Germany.

Co B reported enemy shelling on high ground coord 070375 lighter than usual throughout
day and night, but ttat movement on our part resulted in concentrated enemy mortar
and artillery. Position continued under enemy observation.

Advance Forward CP reported the following EM of Co C wounded 17 Decj and evacuateﬁ:
Sgt Garvie frag right buttocks, Pvt Hale frag spine; Pfc Brewer frag left upper arm.
Following EM wounded but not evacuated: Pfc Ring bomb frag ear; Tec 5 Cockrell
bomb frag. One Co C halftrack completely knocked out (replaced).

Co B reported: Bet 2200 and 2300 hrs 17 Dec Sgt Zmery Smith and 3 other EM captured
two enemy paratroopers and killed one in front of their outpost position one mile
west of Bogheim, Germany. Kept paratroopers all night prisoners in a foxhole and
turned them into Group CP the morning of the 18th, ’

Co C reported: 1lst platoon bombed twice on 16 Dect anti-personnel and 500# bombs
dropped and twice by anti-personnel bombs during the night of 17 Dec. Platoon put
two guns in position at coord 082378 on 15 Dec and one gun in on 16 Dec. 1 gun
remained in reserve. As the 3rd gun was put into position under the supervision

of the Co Comdr, & concentration of artillery fell near the vic of the gun position.
Co CO ordered every man to take cover and remain there as the position was obviously
under observation ard the halftrack was drawing fire. Everyone took cover except
Pfc Ring, who said "Hell no, that halftrack will get hit unless I get it out". He
climbed into the vehicle amidst the falling shells and drove the vehicle to safety.,
The enemy then dropped their barrage in the spot where our vehicle had previously been
located. 2nd platcon went into position 16 Dec vic coord 087387 and were heavily
shelled by enemy artillery and mortar; at least 250 rds falling in and around their
positions the first night. They were also bombed 3 times during the night of 16

Dec by enemy planes.

Co B reported: Following EM wounded and evacuated 13 Dec: Tec 4 Ruenhall of Hq Ren

Plat shrapnel in stomach; Fvt Carpenter (B) shrapnel leg and back. Only sporadic

shelling reported on high ground positions. 4,7
b .
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Apperdix No. 1, Narrative, 635th TD M. Towed, 6 Jan. 194., cont'd,

1 officer and 19 EM of Hq Co in reserve at Advance Forward CP were sent to high
ground vic coord 070375 to hold while Co B and Hq Ren men were committed forward
to advance and take selected positions.

6 more EX transferred from Forward CP to Advance Forward CP.

Co C reported: 1 gun 2nd platoon moved vic coord 037387 1700 hrs 19 Dec. Zantire
platoon sustain:=d heavy fire from mortar and artillery. Co C CP shelled on night
of 19th with 12 rds artillery falling intc area.

Co B reported: C(ne platoon of Co 3 supported by Ren platoon of Hg Co attacked at
0700 hrs in support of the 759th Tk 2n Lt, dismount d to take nose of hill vie
coord 0737 - objective taxen by 0900 hrs. Pvt Sheppard took 6 znemy paratroopers
prisoner by pillbox halfway up to the high grourd where Co 3 entrenched. Pr soners
turned over to an unidentified Colonel. Bn Comdr verified claim. Sgt Villiam
Koenig, Ren Sgt Co B, KIA by enemy sniper's bullet through head while leadin: his
section and directing tanks in dismount:d attack half mile west of ocheim.

Rear fichelon moved from syenatten, 3elgium, to Vicht, Germany and became part of
rorward CFP.

Following report received from Co A for 20 Dec: Moved from coord 995404 at 1L0O hrs
established new CP 1500 hrs at coord 029377 vi: leinhau, Germany, in Hurtgen Forest.
Company alerted from time of arrival for dismounted attack 21 Dec.

Co C reported for 20 Dec: 2 guns 3rd platocon placed into position on high ground

in support of Co B action at 173C hrs. Sgt larintzer LWA frag in buttocks - remain-
ed on duty. Pfc Clark's Ml rifle destroysd by cnemy mortar fire at the same Lime
requiring replacement. FPfc Sites had dirsct hit on foxhole by mortar shell suffer-
ing concussion resulting in stiffened jaw BC - rema’ned on duty.

Following report received from adv Fwd CP: Pvt Loop, Hq Ren Plat KIA by mortar
frags 1/2 miles west of Bogheim, Germany. Pvt Hood, Hq Rcn Plat Swa shrapnel left
thigh and right arm - evacuatzd by tank. Pvt Gilbert, Hq Rcn WIA shrapnel upper
right arm - evacuated. Pvts Rood and Gilbert were sharing the same foxhole when
wounded., Gilbert immediately applied first aid to Rood, bandaging his wounds and
applying a turniquet to his arm and another on his leg, definitely saving Rood's
life and disregarding his own wounds. Tec 5 Dunigan Hgq Co WIA mortar frags right
leg - evacuated. S/3gt Allen LVA mortar frags face and hands - remained on duty.
Pfc Lauffenberger Hq Co WIA mortar frags right side of neck- remained on duty. Fvt
Francis R. Ryan, Co B, KIA by small arms fire. Pfc Degen, Co B, WIA 21 Dec two

fingers blown off booby trap - evacuated.

Rec'd FO #23 of 1918004 Dec 44 Hgq L h Cav Gps Group reinforced has mission to aid
ccA and CCB 5th Armd Div to secure west bank of Roer River in zone of action -
Rogheim - Untermeubach - Obermaubach area. One platoon Co C will support Lth Cav
Ren Sq and attack dismounted 200700A Dec to take high ground vic coord 090378. Co

A will support 24th Cav Ren Sq and attack dismounted 2107304 Dec to take high ground
vic coord 093368, Co B and 2 dcn Flat will support 759th Tk Bn Lt will attack

200800A Dec to secure noce of hill vic 0737.
CO Hg Co, Lt Sands, reported from Advance Forward CP that 4th Cav Group with this %
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Bn reld of present mission and were preparing to join VII Corps in their move into
Belgium to combat new enemy offensive. Preparations made for certain personnel and
vehicles to accompany the Bn Comdr in advance column.

S-3 alerted Ren party to join 4th Cav Group advance billeting detail into Belgium.

Med Det reported: Pvt Glazebrook, Co B, IWA contusion r arm - duty. Tec 5 Leese
Hq Co, LNA shrapnel right arm - remained duty.

Bn Comdr returned to Pwd CP and advised that on the new mission into Belgium, Co B
vould remain under Bn control, Co C would be attached to 4th Cav Ren Sq and that Co A
would be attached to 24th Rcn 8q and that one platoon and Co Hq 238th Eng would travel
into Belgium with the Bn Comdr's convoy and would be attached for administration and
rations. Reported that Pvt Manser, Co B, MIA since 12 Dsc. That neither Co A nor
1 Flat of Co C attacked dismounted in accordance with FO #23 due to change of plans,
but that Co C had 8 guns in supporting positions on high ground. Co B 3rd platoon
with Ren Flats headed by lst Lt Carlson took nose of hill coord 0737 to their east
dismounted as infantry and that the action was supported by 3 tanks of the 759th Tk
Bn Lt. Our troops encountered considerable small arms fire and thet we killed at
least 30 enemy troops which was a conservative estimate.

Bn Comdr aptd 1lst Lt lmCroix, Co C, as Co Comdr vice Capt Pellegrino wounded and evac,

Bn Comdr and Adv CP with elements of 238th Eng left Vicht, Germany, at 1700 hrs for
Belgium - destination assy area Baillonville, 3Selgium and then to area between Ciney
and Marche - ready to fight.,.

Remainder of Fwd CP and the Rear Echelon comb: ned as the Rear Echelon departed Vicht,
Germany, for rear echelon assy area vic Baillonville, Belgium, 0900 hrs. Rear Ech
of 4th Cav Group in our convoy. Party detoured at Bomel by MPs to west side of
OQurthe River. Prior to arrival at Durbuy, Belgium, convoy turned around at cross-
roads coord 41986 as briage would not take vehicles heavier than 1/4 tons. Pro-
ceeded west by north and arrived at RJ coord 319986 where information rcceived enemy
had crossed the main road between Hogue and Marche. Proceeded north and west to an
assy area south of Havelange coord 216006 and bivouaced for night - distance travel-
ed 75 miles,

Rear Ech left bivouac area coord 216006 proceeded to Huy, Belgium, and established
CP in outer building of Chateau d'Ahin - distance traveled 13 3/4 miles, coord 211167.

Bn CP reported for 23 Dec: Fwd CP arrived coord 235892 at SinSin, Belgium at 0330
hrs 23 Dec - distance traveled 76 miles. Due to enemy situation original route to
the assy area at 3aillonville. Having very little knowledge of the enemy situation,
the line comranies re-onnoitered the area of SinSin and put in a number of 3" guns
for local security.

Co A left coord 029377 1 mile west of Grosshau, Germany, at 1715 hrs 22 Lec and
arrived at coord 2048:8 1% miles NE of Haversin, Belgium, at 0330 hrs 23 Dec, distance
traveled 76 miles. Enroute a halftrack crashed intc a 3" pun in the darkness and

~due to the condition of the road. Pvt Nichols fell out of the vehicle nd hurt iis

shoulder bu’ rzmained on duty. One halftrack, one 3" pun, one 1. ton truck and
two trailers were put out of action. A guard was placed on the wrecked eculpm.nt

until the Bn wrecker and maintenance crew arrived from the newly estab)

g

‘=hed rear
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ecnelon. At 0300 hrs 23 Dec the 2nd platoon went into position vic coord 1£0903.

1130 hrs:s 1st platoon went into position vic cnord 2128€4 and at 1700 hrs the 3rd
platoon went into position in vic 252864L. Co CP location 206£f6 at Bois de L'aAbime near
Trou des Chiens, 5:lgium.

Co B left coord 030376, 2 miles W «f Kleinhau, Sermany at 1730 hrs 22 Dec ana arrived
coord 224,887 at Sin Sin, Belgium, at 0345 hrs 23 Dec - distance traveled 77 miles,

Co C left 031375 vic Kleinhau, Germany, at 1700 hrs 22 Dec and arrived at laversin,
Belgium, coord 235893 at approx 0330 hrs 23 Dec and at daylight put in 2 guns of the
1st platoon 500 yds south of the CP. One gun was in position and as the second gun
was being maneuvered into position between 1200 und 1300 hrs, enemy mortar fire
started. ™“hen mortar fire ceased, small arms fire continued along steadily lor

at least 30 minutes. Intermittent £lmm mortar fire continued along with the small
arms fire. Enemy 20mm and 4LOmm weapons from enemy light armored vehicles also joined
in the attack. Co C was attached to 4th Cav Ren Sq. Co C withdrew in orderly
fashion. Prior to withdrawal, Co C was able to fire one rd 3" Hi at 2 enemy carrying
a mortar across the railroad tracks and made direct hit. After be ' ng forced to
withdraw, Lt lLaCroix got 4 light tanks to come up and fire at enemy and break up
small arms fire. Tanks fired 25 to 30 rds 37mm and some Mi fire. after this action
at llaversin, Co C went into position at coord 218891, A PV taken in the vic indicated
that he was sent to area to direct cnemy tanks in and around Havers.n, but obviously
the enemy's plans had to be chunged as they heard our antitank fire and bypassed
Haversin, Following casualties resulted from this actions Cpl Larry & lessel XIA.
Tec 5 Lionel E. Moore WIA compound fracture upper right arm mortar frag - evacuated
(Tec 5 Moore died of wounds the same day in a field hospital). Ffc Thomas Whalen

gun shot wd r arm twice = evacuated, Pvt Emil Reich pen wd r upper leg mortar frag -
evacuated.Pfc Van Bagwell compound fracture left thumb and slight wound face by
mortar frags - evacuated. Cpl iverett Beneda pen wd top of left shoulder mortar frag -
evacuated. Pfc Elton Jebaugh compound fracture left hand left index f'nger and licht
wound left hand mortar frag - evacuated.

Following reports rec'd from Fwd CP: Fwd CP left coord 235892 at Sin Sin at 1600 hrs
23 Dec and set up new CP at coord 200901 at Janne, Belgium 1615 hrs 23 Dec distance
traveled /4 miles, Rcn platoons with CP assigned to Co B and used for CPs and Lo man
3" guns if necessary. Tec 5 Stoney of Co C WIA lac wd left hand - remained on duty.
Cpl Fitts of Co C WIA lac wd rt hand - remained on duty.,

Rec'd FO #25 Hq 4th Cav Group dated 240200 Dec L4t 4th Cav Group reinf with Co C .
attached to 4th Cav Ren Sq and Co A to 24th Cav Ren Sq will push reconnaissance and
establish screen line on the Llege and L'tomme Hivers between junction of the lesse
and Meuse Hivers and Rochefort (incl) to deny any movement north of the River lines.
Action in support of CCA, 2nd aArmd Div attkneg SE to clear leignon and RBu'ssonville
and thence NE to destroy emy rptd in the woods with elmts of British Armor holding
crossings of Heuse on our right flank and elmts of 84th Inf Div on our left flank
maintaining outpost line thru Marche to Rochefort.

At 1130 hrs 24 Dec at or slightly south of crossroads coord 073880 near Liroux,

Belgium, Co C lost one halftrack, on2 3" pun and one 1/4 ton in action. Co was on
march south in convoy with Lth Cav Hen Sq when the forward elements received encmy
small arms fire and convoy halted. Cpl Ring's halftrack was on crest of high

ground; he unhooked gun in road and put it into action turnings halftrack into field.
vVehicle was hit as driver stepped out. UHalftrack was hit 7 times and burncd. Xing jgc)
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fired one rd 3" APC at gun flashes and as the Cav reported 3 tanks in the vicinity,
it is assumed that tanks in defilade was firing at us, We fired at 600 yd rangs,

but results unobserved. Pfc Ring was I/JA pen wd rt side of neck but remsined on duty
throughout the action. Sgt Morgan endeavorzd to back his gun into field across road
from Ring's gun and put his gun into action but gun jack-knifed and trails were bent.
Sgt. Corbett's 1/4 ton was hit 3 times by APC and put out of action. Ring's gun was
hit on the trails and it had to be turned into Ordnance for exchange. Sgt. Morgan's
halftrack recovered Ring's gun and later he recovered his own gun which is now being
repaired. During the tims Ring'. halftrack was hit, Pfc Skolfield went to the half
track under fire for ammunition for the 3" sun. Co C recrganized promptly and went
into position as planned.

Following report received from Co A for 25 Decs 0035 hrs 3rd platoon in command

of 1st Lt John B Thompson left Jamodine to attack and hold Humain, Belgium, in support
of Troop A of the 24th Cav Ren Sq. Arriving in Humain at approx 0130 hrs, Lt Thompson
noted three enemy vehicles in streets, He sent a patrol to investigate and learned
that a Nark V tank, a halftrack and a utility truck out of gas and abandoned. He
unhooked 3" gun and fired and destroyed the three vehicles before he went into posi-
tions of defense which was completed at approx 0330 hrs. Lt Thompson reported to the
Troop Comdr at. this time that the defense was set up with one Ren section in support
of each of the 3" antitank guns. At O40O hrs, Lt Thompson was notified by one of his
cun squads that they heard tanks to their front. Lt Thompson Joined that squad, heard
the movement and noted about 30 enemy infantry with a number of flashlights occupy a
house to their front. at the same time one German tank came into view and was
vromptly fired upon and cestroyed. Lt Thompson ordered one gun to fire HE at the
house and Sgts Senne and Urkevich fired bazooka rockets into the same house, Consider-
able screaming came from the house and it is reasonable to assume that none in the
hcouse escaped death or serlous injury. Cpl Roones fired at the tanks and another tank
was knocked out making it a total of 3 Mark Vs which was later confirmed. Cpl Roones
was wounded but centinued to fire the 30 cal machine gun when his 3" ammunition was
exhausted. Pvt Stumper, cannoneer, carried ammunition from #1 gun to #2 when all the
crew were wounded, loaded, sighted and fired the 3" pgun by himself, Cpl Strong was
shot through th: right arm by enemy M: fire while he knocked out one of the Mark Vs
but continued to fire 3" gun until his ammunition was exhausted and then rested his
carbine on a tire of gun carriage and fired at the enemy until his carbine ammunition
was expended. Prc lang was woundecd in the back and arm but refused to be evacuated,
ung on to thez trails as best he could and continued to pull the lanyard of the 3"

run 111 the ammunition was exiended. The enmy returned our fire with small arms,
imutomatic weapons, bazooka and tank suns and when all our ammnition was expended,

It Thompson decided to withdraw with his 7 wounded and 2 wounded men from the Cav. It
was believed that the guns could be potten out later, but when the enemy fire in-
crcased in intensity, Lt Thompson rersonally went back to the two guns and removed

the firing mechanisms and brought them back., It was not possible to reach the 3rd gun.
Pfc Beard, although wounded himself, carricd a wounded man of the Cav with him. The
3rd plitoon withdrea tc Aye. In submitting a personal report of this action, Lt
Thompson pointed out that the Bn Comdr's teachings insofar as pickinsg suitable gun
positions definitely vaid "dividends in lives" - he was not satisfied with the positions
chosen by his 3pts and had them man-handle the two guns intc a depressed spot. Jhen
vhe enemy tank fired treir first rds at them, their fire went over the heads of the

mun sections. Lt Thompson further stated that all he needed was an opportunity to
exercise his vrimary mi:sion of [ightin and knocking out tanks and he would accumplish
"t instead of doing rcad reconna ssance with 3" ecuns, findin: the enemy and firehting

—_ .
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the enemy as infantry. Iis 3rd platoon knocked out 3 enemy tanks in this fire fight.
The following casualties resulted: Pvil Keesee shell frag belly - evacuated. 3gt
Baxter shell frag wd head slipht - evacuated. Cpl Strong gunshot wd arm ~ evacuated.
.fc Lang, SWF back and arm - evacuat~.d. Ffc Peard, stell frag wd right hand and
sprained ankle - evacuated., Cpl Roones slell frar head - duty. Pvt Valeric shell
frag wd head and run over by 1/4 ton - evacuated. Pfc Fraaten shell frag wd cheek -
duty. At 0830 hrs the 2nd platoon moved tc Horen, Belzium, and at 1030 Lrs the 2nd
platoon augmented by the 1lst platcon moved ‘ntc position in the vic of Jamodire,
eloium.  Keceived two 3" epuns from Co B and one from Co € to make up for the loss
of the three 3" guns lost in the Humain action. Closed CP at 206886 and moved tc
coord 26383,, iye, Belsium, and established new CP at 1705 hrs.

Rec'd copy of FO #26 Hq 4th Cav Gp dated 2416304 Dec 44: Group reinforced attached
to 2nd Armd D.v will maintain contact between £4th US Inf Div and with CCA and CCB
of 2nd Armu Div. Hen actively toward L'liomme - lecse and Meuse River, maintain con-
tact with the cenemy and screen the assy areas from the south and west., Co C sup-
porting the Lth Cav itcn Sq will cover the sgap between the CCA and CCB assy areas.

Co A supporting 24tk Rcn Sq will maintein contact between CCA and 84th US Inf Div

on left. DBn less Cos A and C will, from select~d ;ositions, reinforce AT defenses
of the L4th and 24tF Ren 8qgs ana will be prepared to move res elm to threatened areas.

Following report received from Co A for 26 Dec: 0930 hrss £t llorman on ren for gun
positions and tank approaches vic 240835-234838-2228,48. 1100: Bn Comdr and S-3 to
Co C and with Co Comdr to CP and from there to vic coord 255819 to rcn for gun posi-
tions. Party shelled by the enemy three geparate times at 5 minute intervals; approx
14 rds HE estimated at 75mm or 88mm. One plece shrapnel went past the Bn Comdr's
foot just as he 1lifted it from the ground. A piece of rock or shrapnel grazed front
of the Bn CO's upper left leg but did not break skin nor tear clothing. Party tuok
refuge by stone well until firing over. No damage other than S-3 suffered scratched
and bruised knees when he went tc the ground along stone wall for protection - no
medical aid necessary - firing evidently from observed positions. 1400: 2 guns 2nd
platoon and onec gun 3rd platoon mov d into position vic 255869.

Co C left 195864 at laversin at 200C hrs 23 Dec and arrived at 166968 at Hamoi's at
2230 hrs 23 Dec - distance traveled 10 miles. Co C left 166968 at Hamois at 1145
hrs 27 Dec and arrived at 138868 at Ychippe at 1230 hrs 27 Dec, distance traveled

10 miles.

Followins reports for 26-27 Dec received from Co C: 3rd platoon had one gun in
position in an orchard at Custinne ccord 088828, supported by elements of the 4th

cav fen Sq. vhen the fop lifted (26 Dec) Cav security was not in evidence and it

was decided to withdraw the one 3" pun. Prior to taking gun out of actlon and as they
started moving arounc to get out of the orchard, enemy artillery fire came in;
evidently direct observed tank fire from defilade positions. Sgt Van Buskirk and

Pvt Duarte, while still under fire, went ahead closing trails of their 3" gun as they
could not locate the enemy positions and their first thought was the saving of their
gun. 1 rd enemy HE hit the trail of the gun breaking it off and wounding both men.
Sgt Van Buskirk shell frag wd pen left heel - evacuated. Pvt Harold Duarte - shell
frag wd back - evacuated. The second gun of Sgt Van Buskirk's section then moved

into position at coord 093834. At approx 0200 hrs 27 Dec dismid men were seen
approaching along the road some 250 yds-from their position. A Lt of the Sq instructed

our troops not to fire as he thought the approaching foot troops were American. ‘S 9
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W ordered them to halt, but instead they scattered or dropped to the ground. As

a Cav outpost of 3 mn were not in evidence, our msn promptly opened fire on the
enemy, 3 of whom came forward and surrendered. Pvt Goldstein ordered the 3 prisoners
to call to their cosrades to lay down their arms and come forward with their hands
in the air, Four more cams forward and gave themselves up., The remainder of the
eneny retreated to the woods. Gunner Cpls Fogarty and Dickson promptly placed their
men in advantageous positions around the gun in preparation for a counterattack as
it could not at that time be determined how many of the enemy were in the area. As
qickly as the msn went into their selected positions, a German lieutenant and a
group of men started forward toward our position. Cpl Dickson ordered them to halt
and surrender. Instead they dropped to the ground and opened fire, Cpls Dickson
and Fogarty opened fire with their 30 cal machine guns, killing two and the officer
and six more men surrendered to us., In all we killed two man and 1 officer and 13
men surrendered. The prisoners wore US combat boots, combat jackets and one man had
& pair of combat trousers, but none were completely equipped with American uniforms.
Cpl Dickson then spotted approx 150 enemy foot troops on a nearby ridge but the

Sq officer would not permit our men to fire, stating they might be friendly. It

was later determined the troops were enemy and if the outpost herein mentioned was

in position as planned, this could have becen established and we would have easily
inflicted heavy casualties with HE fire. This situation indicates in part the diffi-
culties of this particular phase of this campaign against the enemy; the enemy wear-
ing all or part of American uniforms such as overcoats, short costs, field and

combat jackets, etc., making sure of the identity of aprroaching troops difficult.

If a hesitancy to shoot our own troops did not exist, many more enemy would have been
killed or put out of action during this particular fire fight.

Fwd CP shelled during night of 28-29 Dec - no damage.

Fwd CP moved - left 209901 at Jannee at 1045 hrs 28 Lec and arrived and set up new CP
at 157793 at Laloux at 1545 hrs 28 Dec - distance traveled 11 nmiles.

Co B left 224887 at 3in 3in at 1045 hrs 29 Dec and arrived at 16172€ orc mile south
of Laloux at 1545 hrs 2€ Dec - distance traveled 12 miles. ue to icy condition
of roads, one halftrack wrecked badly damagine frame of v:.hicle, nececsitating re-
placement.

Co C departed 13886& VYchippe at 1030 hrs 2€ Zec and arrivzd at 131779, onz mile east
of Ciergnon at 1500 hrs 28 Dec - distance traveled 1£ miles.

Rec'd FC 27 dated 262200 Dec 4l lig 4th Cav Gp: Group reinf maintains nrecsent out-
posts and road blocks; protects the assy aresa of CCR (2nd Armd 7iv); lolds present
front line as LD for CCR. after being passed trrou-h by 2Cit, w.1ll nrotect left (2)
flank of CCA, will be prepar=d to counterattack on order any eneny armor breakthroush
from eact, southzust or south, und maintaln contact with the 4th U Inf Jiv on left
(B) and CCR on the right (W), Co A will support Z4th Jav Ken Sq reinf f{rom present
positions, will blcck zny cnemny movenent te the north or northeast in zone of action.

sect'd FO ;28 dated 271800 Dec 44 Hg 4th Cav Gp: Group relnf, attached to ICA “Znd

armd Div effective 271200 Dec L, will move bepinnine 280900 Dec 44 to establish screen
along line lecce and L'liomme Rivers in Group Zone oi action - supporting CCA 2nd armd
Div while they continue tc clean out enemy in ZC #zone of scl’ on as far south as the
Lesse and L'lomme Rivers. A4th Zav Ren 5q reinf (Co € abtschied) will move at 200,00

-
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Dec from present position to establish screen along lesse River within squad zone
of action and prevent enemy movement north of the river. 24th Cav Hen 5g reinf
(Co A attached) will move from present position at 28100 D ¢ to establish screen
along the Lesse~L'llomme River and provent enemy movaazub nortir of rivers. i,
less Cos A and C will move to forward a:.sy area.

Following report rece ved from Co A - for 27 Dec: 0800 hrs - CCR 2nd armd .iv
jumped off on their attack on Iumain; LD Co A 3" puns.

Following report received from Co A for 22 Dec: 0100 hrs: Rec'd FO 37 dated 272100
Dec 44 Hao 24th Ren Sg: Sq reinf by Co A will move to tbis de Famemme, rcn south

in assipgned zone to line of Lesse and L'iorme Rivers to establish a counter rcn
screen., After counter rcn screen establ shed, Co A will place guns in position

to provide AT defense within Sq zone. 1050: moved CP at coord 263834 and arrived
and set up new CP at coord 160772 Fm de L'Esperance at 1535 hrs - distance traveled
22,7 miles. 1730 hrs: 2nd platoon in position at ccoord 162744 and 163753. 1735
hrs: Pvt Callwell and Couture, 2nd platoon, captured German Lt at coord 158757.
1740 hrs:; 1st platoon in position coord 145775 and 3rd platcon in position at
coord 175775.

& of our 11 motorcycles turned in to Ordnance due to operational conditions.

Fwd CP moved - left coord 157793 at Laloux at 0910 30 Lec and arrived and established
ncw CP at coord 200927 at Scy, Belgium, at 1030 hrs in abandoned chateau now occupied
by a small order of ienedictine monks - distance traveled 14 miles,

Following report received from Co A for 29 Dec: 1700 hrs - 1lst platoon moved into
positions vic 158753 from 145775. Utilized British bulldozer to dig in guns. Four
3" guns were dug in under supervision of our gun sergeants in less than two hours.,

Following report received from Co A for 30 Dec: 1500 hrs - 2nd platoon, 2 pguns,
moved from 162744 to a reserve position coord 161746.

Following report received from Co A for 31 Dec: moved 1005 hrs from coord 160772
and established new CP 1330 hrs at 217892 Troudes Chiens near Sin Sin -~ distance
traveled 1l.4 miles,

Cc C moved - left 131779 at 1230 hrs 30 Dec and arrived at 201928 at Scy, Belsium,
1545 hrs 30 Dec ~ distance traveled 27 miles. -

Co B moved - left 161288 at lLaloux at 0915 hrs 30 Dec and arrived 199928 at Scy
at 1100 hrs on 30 Dec -~ distance traveled 15 miles,

Group detached from 2nd Armd Div 31 Dec and reverted to Corps control.

SUNMARY

The 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion Towed has been in the field since D plus 2
with no specified rest period other than in assembly areas, and a small percentage
of officers and enlisted man on 48 hour and 72 hour passes to Faris, france, and
Verviers, Belgium. During out attuchment to the 1lst US Infantry Diviasion Artillery
through 31 August 1944, our firing companies have b.:en under the control of the
Division's Reyimental Antitank Officers and generally were used to re uforce the l
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the organic regimental antitank defense. Because of the nature of the operations,
and the disorganization of enemy armor, we did not fire at any tanks. In many in-
stances, our gun platoons found themselves either on the infantry front line or in
position in front of the infantry. Our support of the 1lst US Infantry Division
entailed many fire fights with the enemy and we were subjected to considerable
artillery shelling and bombing and strafing by enemy planes. We received favorable
commendation for our services with the 1lst US infantry Division from CG, lst US
Infantry Division Artillery dated 24 October LL with comparable indorsements by CG,
1st US Infantry Division, and CG, VII Corps.

Cur attachment to the Lth Cavalry Group, Mecz, became effective 1 Sept L4 and
we are currently attached to the same organization. Our firing companies have been
employed by the Squadron Commanders on their screening missions, against enemy patrol
act 'vity, combat patrols, observation patrols, outposts, road blocks, and dismounted
as infantry. Only during December in action against the enemy in Belgium were we
able to prove our ability to perform our primary mission of destroying tanks. 1In
the fire fight which ensued at Humain, Belgium, on 25 December, the 3rd platoon of
Company A destroyed three (3) enemy Mark V tanks. We were responsible for killing
and/or putting out of action against our troops many of the enemy, and in previous
reports have taken credit only for those of the enemy we were actually able to
ver.fy ourselves. e are, however, positive we killed many more, particularly with
our 3" gun fire. 1In one instance along during an indirect fire mission against
enemy foot troops on the road to Schmid, Germany, ACP reported that dead and wounded
enemy were hauled away for five hours. Ve took 116 prisoners up to 31 December and
took credit only for those of the enemy we captured independently of assistance. Cur
3" guns neutralized many enemy pillboxes and mortar batteries in action against our
troops, destroyed machine gun nests, enemy armored and utility and horse-drawn
vzhicles, CPs, CPs, and houses occupied by the enemy. Our mission to destroy the
enemy and his means of fighting our troops was effectively accomplished, and we enter
the new year with the same purpose in view and with even greater determination to
do our share and more to gain victory against the Germans. Battle casualtlies through
31st Dec. were as follows:

Qfficers Enlisted Men  Total
Killed in Action 1 23 2L
Missing in Action 0 1 1l
“ounded in iction~-gvacuated 3 105 108
Wounded in Acticn-Not ivacuated 3 68 71
Dled of Tlounds 1 7 8

ur officers and men cdistinsushed themselves in action against the enemy and through
31 Dec _ 7 Silver Stars and_ 13 Brcenze Stars have been awarded. Aadditional re-
commendations are at present being processed through channels.,

The combat efficiency of this command is sxcellent and on 31 December had all it's
emuipment excepting thrce (3) 3" guns which are reported not to be available in the
First U. S. army, two (2) halftracks which will be delivered tc us as quickly as the
3" puns become available, und two (2) 1/L4 tcns. e have two officers and 44 enlisted
men on reouisition ind as soon as tlese reinforcements are made available to us, we
will be up to T/0 strenstl.

a1 e+ Bt @ 2
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Pertirent lata of Value for Study:

(1) 2" sights with placstic lens have ziven us considernble trcuble, parallax,
condensation in them, tco heavy, our ~unners would sconer have the old sicht
they can carry in their pockels.

(2) Trake hindles are too long (3" towed mun).

2 It was necessary to tzke our wh=el sesments off for more eificient orerz.ion.
Yy M !

(44) ecommend halftracks or full tracks to replace the M20 which is reoad-bound.

Frefer {ull tracked vehicles tc tcw the 3" yun in place of the halftracres.

Speed is not as essential as pgetting in and out of the positions tactics demand.
(5> Furnish 2-1/2 ton trucks in place of the 1-1/2 ton ammunition trucks for platoons.
(£) oSubstitate 1/4 ton vehicles for motorcrcles.
(7) FRecomw nd & light vank be designed te tow the 3" gun for better protection.

() Reconrenu wider tires for 3" gun carriare.
(9) .wcomeend radio eqguipment of greater rance for platoons. ‘hen on screening

... Jons, puns are too far apart and platoon too far from Company CP for receiv-
ing and transm. :sion with available ecuipment,
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