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New 90 mm Tank Destroyers arrive Nov, 1944 

5 September 1944 arriving at the new bivouac area near Mezier'es-Charleville 
at 1430 hours the same day. On 6 September 1944 Company '-A" was at· 

•tached to 10th Tank Battalion, Company "B" to 47th Infantry Battalion, 
Company '~C" to CCR trains while Battalion Headquarters, Reconnaissance 
Company Headquarters and Medical Detachment were attached to CCR 
Headquarters. Left bivouac at 0845 hours on September 6, 1944, and 
moved through Mezieres-Charleville, Le Theux and arrived in a new bivouac 
area near Sedan, France, at 1630 hours the same day. Then proceeded to a 
new area near Florenville, Belgium, 8 September 1944, with the mission of 
liberating Luxembourg. 

LIBERATION OF LUXEMBOURG 

The Battalion's diary continues: Left Florenville, Belgium, at 0800 hours 
on 9 Sept. 1944 arriving at new assembly position southeast of Useldange, Lux­
embourg, at 2100 hours same day. Column was fired upon by enemy anti­
tank guns and machine guns in the vi einity of Metxert, Belgium, but no cas­

ualties were sustained. Left 
Useldange, Luxembourg, at 0835 
hour's on 10 Sept. 19·14, had 
temporary halt northeast of 
Mersch at 1000 hour's when the 

Airport Near Camp Elsenborn, Germany 
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leading elements ran into enenlY 
resistance. Advance continued 
at 1800 hours to the new ar'ea 
at Schrondweiler, Luxembourg, 
arriving there at 2045 hours on 
10 Sept. 1944. Left S.:hrond­
weiler, Luxembourg, at 1915 
hours on 11 Sept. 1944 for' new 
area northwest of Ernu;dorf, 
Luxembourg, (Brucherhof Fal'm) 



Kalterherberg, Germany, Nov. 1944 

arriving at 2100 hours same day. Plans for' the breachjng of the Siegfried 
Line at Wallendorf, Germany, on the Luxembourg bordel' were started. 

FIRST PENETRATION OF THE SIEGFRIED LINE 
On 13 Sept. 1944, CCR announced the mission of breaching the Siegfried 

Line installations at Wallendorf, Germany, and advancing east in an effort to 
capture Bitburg. CCB was to assist and cover the advance of CCR 
" rith artillery support. Company "A"~ was attached to CCB for this purpose, 
the re t of the Battalion wa attached 10 CCR. Prior to the launching of the 
attack, artillery fired both direct and indirect missions on target in Ger­
many. On 12 Sept. 1944 3rd Platoon Reconnaissance Company, established 
an OP in Luxembourg overlooking the Siegfried Line installations 1/4 mile 
west of Ameldingen, Germany. Enemy patrols crossed the Our River and 
passed within 100 yards of the OP, however, the OP did not open fire as i 
would have revealed the position. On 13 Sept. 1944~ 2nd Platoon, Company 
"B" in position on hill near 
Bigelhach, Luxembourg, used 
direct fire methods at 2000 yard 
range 011 German pill boxes and 
other en my targets in the vici­
nity of W?allendorf and Bie­
dorf. On the same day, 2nd 
Platoon~ Company "C", moved 
across the Moselle River and 
fired on enemy pill boxes north­
east of Hoesdorf, Germany. Di· 
rect fire methods were used and 
six pill boxes were knocked 
out, after which the Platoon 
returned to the bivouac area. 

View From Railroad Station 

Germany 

Kalterherberg, 
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Dragons Teeth, Siegfried Line nea r Rotgen, Germany, Dec. 1944 

On 13 September 1944, Com. 
pany "B" with Reconnaissance 
Platoon attached, moved with 
the 47th Armored Inf. Bn. ~ 
into firing positions on high 
ground east and northeast of 
Reisdorf, Luxembourg, on 
direct fire support, for 47th 
Armored Infantry Bn., atta<:ked 
fortifications of the Siegfried 
Ljne northeast of Wallendorf. 
Company "C" with Reconnais-

House Moving, Lammp. rsdorf, Germany sance Platoon, still attached to 
the 10th Tank Battalion moved 

to an assembley area 5 miles east of Gilsdorf at 1315 hours. 1st Platoon. 
Company " C" then moved to Wallendorf, Germany, crossing the Our 
River, and set up road blocks to protect the main body of CCR. 2nrl 
Platoon, Company "C", assisted 1st Battalion, 112th Infantry Regiment~ 
28th Infantry Division also attached to CCR., in the seizing of Reisdorf, 
Luxembourg, and the establishing of road blocks there. 3rd Platoon 
COlnpany "C" moved to a position one mile north of Wallendorf, 
Germany, to guard the right flank of CCR. Pioneer Platoon, Re­
connaissance Company, was attached to Company "C", 22nd Armored 
Engineer Battalion for a bridge building mission. Company "C" was in 
Germany and to l\tlajor Burgess, then Captain, go the honors of being the 
first man in the Battalion to set foot on German soil. The remainder of the 
Battalion, except Company " A" working with CCB, crossed into Germany 
on I S September 1944 and at 1700 hours the Battalion CP was established 
on Hill 408, one mile east of Frelingen, approximately six mil s 
into Germany, and which later proved about the deepest penetration CCR 
was able to make on this mission. 
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Mine Rollers, Hurtgen Forest, Germany, Dec . 1944 

About 1030 hour's on 16 Sept~ 
1944, the CCR area in whic.h 
Battalion Hq. , Reconnaissance 
Company Hq., and the Medic.al 
Detachment were also loc.ated, 
came under enemy artillery fire 
so these units withdrew to a 
new bivouac area west of Frelin­
gen, Germany. Company"A"with 
CCB moved into Germany this 
day, and went into direct and 
indirect artillery positions pro­
tecting CCR lines of communi­
cation' and flanks. 1st and 31"d Hurt~en Forest, Germany, Dec. 1944 

Platoons, Company "B~" in posi­
tion southeast of Hill 408, 2nd Platoon, Company "B" in position 
supporting 1st Bn.~ 112th Infantry Regt. , 28th Infantry Division on Hill 
298 near Stockem, Germany. 1st and 2nd Platoons, Company "C" in anti­
tank defense of 10th Tank Bn. positions southeast of Stockem and northeast 
of Halsdorf, respectively, while 3rd Platoon, Company "C" had anti-tank 
defense of CCR trains near Hommerdingen, Germany. 

On 17 Sept. 1944, enemy small arms, mortar and artillery fire increasell 
in intensity in all areas occ.upied by American troops. 2nd Platoon, Com­
pany "B" repulsed three enemy attacks against their position east of Wettin­
gen, Germany, inflicting an estimated 150 casualties. 1st Bn., 112th Infantry 
Regt., 28th Division and 2nd Platoon also suffered heavy casualties frorD 
enemy mortar and artillery fire, all personnel and vehicles were evacuated 
to safety. Lt. Rennebaum, Platoon Leader, was later awarded the Distingui­
shed Service Cross as a result of this action, the highest award received by 
any member of this Battalion during its entire period of combat. 

43 

http:Medic.al


II 

For their outstanding work 
in this sector of action, T / 4 
Claycomb, Medical Detachment, 
was awarded the first Silver Star 
in the Medical Detachment and 
T / 5 Coschignano the first Bronze 
Star Medal. The work of the 
men in the Medical Detachment 
throughout the entir'e period of 
combat was exemplified by 
courage, daring and skill. The 
names of Barnes, Baker, Burden~ 
Beam, Dewey, Davidson, Edlin, 

View from Haute Badeux, Belgium, Jan. 1945 Estanish, Gura, Fittery, Kauff~ 
man, McCall, McCann, Macke , 

Rhodes' and Youngs will long be r emembered by the men of the firing 
companies. The fact that in this ~roup of men a total of five Silver Stars, five 
Br'onze Stars, and nine Purple Heart Medals were awarded is ample demon­
stration of the superior record achieved by the Battalion Medical Detachment. 

19 Sept. 1944 was the high point in the Battalion's combat history in­
sofa,r as knocking out enemy tanks during any single twenty-four hour period 
is concerned. Starting at 0930 hours of this eventful day, CCR's CP area as 
well as the Battalion CP area came under intense artillery fire from the north~ 
cast and south, forcing the CP installations to be moved from one protective 
terrain feature to another until it was finally decided to withdraw all units 
back into Luxembourg, a movement which was successfully completed by 
0500 hours on 20 Sept. 1944. Prior to the withdrawal however, both Com­
panies "B" and "C" had an artilleryman's field day. 1st Platoon, Company 
"B" with Lt. Jones commanding, while in position north of Frelingen, Ger­
many, protecting the left flank of CCR knocked out six Mark VI tanks 

.. 
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German Mark VI Tiger Roya l, Goronne, Belgium, Jan. 1945 
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attempting to approach their 
position from 'the vicinity of 
Huttingen, Germany, by direct 
fire at ranges from 1500 to 3600 
yards, Cpl. Rice, Tank Destroyer 
gunner, knocked out thret" 
enemy tanks in quick succession 
at 1800 yards, Cpl. Milliman also 
destroyed one at 1800 yards 
while Cpl. Tomaszewski and Cpl. 
Kiwior knocked out tanks at 
3600 and 3200 yards respectively. 
Two unidentified enemy tanks 
were also knocked out by the 
2nd Platoon. In addition, this 
Platoon assisted the tanks attached to the 47th Armored Infantry Bn. in 
kn.ocking out an additional five enelny tanks of undetermined designation, 
while Cpl. Giacomino knocked out two other' enemy tanks but was unable to 
identify the tanks due to enemy fire. The 3rd Platoon, Company "C", with 
Lt. Feldman commanding, established OP and firing positions on the reverse 
slope of a hill 1500 yards north of Hommerdingen, Germany. Considerable 
enemy movement was observed in the vicinity of Huttingen and brought 
under fire at ranges fr'om 1000 to 2000 yards which resulted in one enemy 
Mark V tank definitely knocked out and observed hits scored on six 
Nrark VI's and one other Mark V, which the enemy either recovered or else 
completed the destruction. Thus, in one twenty-four hour period, the Bat­
talion received credit for six ~Iark VI's, one Mark V, and four 
unidentified tanks destr'oyed; six Mark VI's, and one Mark V prob­
ably destroyed, and assisted in the destruction of five unidentified tanks. 

Bn. C. P. Haute Badeux, 


Belgium, Jan. 1945 


:Prisoners Of War, Aberfontain, Belgium. January 1945 
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Thus did the Battalion acqui1 
itself on this historic initial pen· 
etr'ation of the Siegfried Line 
into Gertnany. The fact that a 
withdrawal became neces ary 
after the German Army moved a 
greatly superior' force from other 
fronts to offset this thr'eat, only 
further proved the success of the 
oper'ation. 

BATTLE OF THE HURTGE 
FOREST, GERMANY 

Rear Echelon, Hq. Co., Harzee, Belgium, Jan. 1945 After withdr'awing frorn Ger­
many back into Luxembourg 

on 19 Sept. 1944, the Battalion was committed to various road block and 
indirect artillery missions during October and November~ 1944. The entire 
Battalion moved fr'om Luxembourg to the vicinity of Faymonville, Belgium, 
on S October 1944. 

Company "A" was attached to CCl{ on 11 October 1944 and moved to 
the area north of Elsenborn, Belgium~ on anti-tank defense and indirect field 
artillerv missions and on 13 October 1944, moved to an indirect fir'e position 
near K~lterherberg, Germany. Company"B" was attached to CCA on 13 Oct. 
1944 and moved to the vicinity of IIerleen, Holland. Company "C" was 
attached to CCB on 15 October 1944, and moved to the vicinity of Ober 
Forseba, Germany. CCA and Company "B" were in r eserve with 
XIX Corps while CCB and Company "C'~ were in reserve with VII 
Corps in the attack on Aachen, Germany, but were not committed prior to 

Battalion C. P. At Francorchamps, Belgium, January 1945 
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Tank Trailer, Voerendaal , Holland, February 1945 

the fall of that city. Thus it was that during this period the Battalion had 
elements in Belgium, Holland, and Germany at the same time. 

On 23 October 1944, the Battalion moved to the vicinity of Kal­
terherberg, Germany where for the first time since entering combat civil. 
ian homes were utilized for billets, a policy which was continued from 
that date until the end of hostilities. On 1 November 1944 the new M-36 
Tank Destroyers equipped with the 90 mm guns arrived to replace the M-10's 
with the three inch guns in the thr'ee firing companies. 

By 18 November 1944, all companies were located in the vicinity of 
Rotgen, Germany, the gun companies having either road block or indirect 
artillery missions. On 25 November 1944, Co. "C" moved with CCR to vicin­
ity of Hurtgen, Germany with mission of providing A. T. defense for CCR 
attached to 8th Inf. Div. , V Corps, First U. S. Army, in the impending battle 
of Hurtgen Forest. On 29 November 1944, 5th Armored Division with 628th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion attached, less CCR and Company "C" respectively.. 
were relieved of attachment to V Corps and attached to VII Corps, First 
TJ. S. Anny. 

On 3 December CCA with 
Co. "A" attached was further 
attached to 4th Infantry Div. in 
their attack on Strauss, Germany, 
while Co. "B" was attached to 
CCB on indirect fire missions. 
The Battle of the Hurtgen Forest; 
in Germany was by far the most 
intense period of combat experi· 
enced by any unit in this Bat­
talion and full credit can be 
paid to CCR and Co. -'C" for 
their outstanding combat record 
in this engagement. This was View Near Voerendaal, Holland, February 1945 
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Krefeld, Germany, March, 1945 

the area that the enemy had b.een heen able to strongly fortify and were 
determined to protect, as it controlled the approaches to the vitally im­ .. 
portant network of dams which fed into the Roer River area. To the north 
British and American units were approaching the west bank of the Roer but 
could not 'cross until the network of dams in the hills above their positions 
were held by our' forces. It was known that the German plan of defense was 
based on their ability to hold these da lns to the last possible minute. and 
then release this vast supply of water to flood the entire Roer River area . 
It was for this reason that the Amer'i('an Army had to have those dams and 
it took the 28th Inf. Division, 8th Inf. Division and 78th ·Inf. Division 
supported by CCR and Co. "C~' week~ of stubborn fighting thru mine field 
and innumerable counter-attacks. The \\--ay was cleared thru Hurtgen, Kleinhau. 
Groshau, Brandenburg, Bergstein Str'~ss and Gey so that our forces wer'e in H 

position where they could successfully launch an attack to capture these dams. 
The enemy made pxtcnsive llS~ of his ail" elements during thi 


period, strafing and bomb­

ing both forward and rear ele­

ments of this organization. On 

3 December 1944, near Rotgen. 

Germany~ Co. "B" was attacked 
and strafed by ME-109's while 
in indirect fire position and re" 
ceived credit for the fir'st of four 
enemy planes destroyed by this 
Battalion. On the same day one 
mile East of Rotgen, Company 
"C"s bivouac area was strafed 
by enemy planes and the second ... 

Co "e" Firing Into Ruhr, Lank Latum, Germany, plane to the credit of this Bat-
March 1945 talion was destroyed. 
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Enemy artillery employment 
in the Hurtgen-Bergstein area 
was the heaviest encountered. 
The artillery fire was such as to 
confine tank crews to their tanks 
for hours at a time and air 
bursts and shrapnel caused many 
casualties to the men in the open 
M-36 turrets. One Co. "C" M-36 
hit a mine in the vicinity of Berg­
stein, on 6 Dec. 1944 and the 
crew climbed into another M-36 
for protection. Shortly after­
wards, however this other M-36 Glider Landing Field, East Of Wessel 

with both crews aboard received 
a direct hit in the open turret with a white phosphorous shell. As the 
result of this experience, plans were immediately started to build an 
arm«;,red turret top for all T. D. vehicle. This modification for all M36 
Tank Destroyer vehicles was finally completed in January, 1945, and proved 
invaluable in comba.t on a number of subsequent occasions. 

At one time Company "C' had only one M-36 out of twelve operationat 
either due to being destroyed, knocked out by mines, or lacking crews. How­
ever, largely because of the untiring and aggre sive efforts of the men in 
the Company, and the efforts of the Company and Battalion Motor Mainten­
ance cr'ew, recovery and repairs were completed so that seven M-36's were 
operational the next day. 

While this was a difficult and hazardous period for our men, they in 
turn had been making the enemy pay heavily at all times. Innumerable cas­
ualties were inflicted on enemy troops as counter attack after counter 
attack was repulsed by our forces. Elements of the 272nd and the 246th 

Pontoon Bridge Across Rhine River, Wessel, Germany, March 31, 1945 
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Wesser-Elbe Canal, Fallersleben, Germany, April, 1945 

Volks Grenadier Division, three Paratroop Divisions, the 116th Panzer 
Division and other units of the 5th Panzer Army were employed but once 
the American units took an objective they held it. On 6 December 1944, in 
Bergstein, Germany, Company " C" destroyed five enemy tanks when 
Sgt. Woods knocked out one lVlark VI and one Mark V tank at a 
1000 yard range, Sgt. Balough kn ocked out one Mark V and one 
~lark IV at a 1200 yard range, an(l Sgt. Leo destroyed one Mark IV at 
a 175 yard raiIge. On 8 December 19 44, CCR and Company 4 C44 were re ­
lieved and pulled back to the vicinity of Rabotrath~ Belgium, for a much 
needed rest. The Battle of Hurtgen Forest was not over, but the foothold 
on the commanding terrain controllin g the approaches to the Roer River 
dams was secured with the capture of the towns of Kleinhau, Brandenburg, 
Ber gst ein , Strauss and Gey, Germa ny, Credit for the captur'e of these 
10wns can be claimed by CCR and CC A, with Company "C" and Company 
~"A" of this Battalion attached. 

BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES 

Early in December 1944~ in­
telligence reports showed that 
there was a considerable in­
crease in enemy troop move· 
ments, and that the German 5th 
and 6th Panzer Armies were in 
reserve between the Roer and 
Rhine Rivers. Further, by look­
ing at the friendly situation m ap, 
it could be seen that th Amer ­
ican troops between Rotgen , 
Kalterhcrbe r g and Els nborn , 
Belgium, were spread fairl y 
thin. The entire sector fro rllVolkswagen Factory Near Fallersleben, Germany 


April, 1945 
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Salzwedel, Germany, April, 1945 

St. Vith, Belgium, south to Wiltz and Diekirch, Luxembourg, had bee.n 
quiet since September, and it was generally felt by those who were located 
at these points that the area was fairly safe. It was thought the enemy could 
not afford to make the sacrifice in troops and material which a large 
counter attack would entail. The German Army could not afford such an 
expenditure as was later prdven by the ea e with which the Allied armies in 
the West crossed the Roer, Rhine, Wesser and on to the banks of the Elbc 
River in March and April, 1945. Afford it or not, however, on 16 December 
1944, the German Army did launch an offensive on a grand scale which was 
not stopped until spearhead elements of the German Army had nearly cut 
Belgium in two from the German to the French border, and until most of 
the U. S. First and Third Armies, together with elements of the Briti h 
Second Army had been shifted to meet this threat. 

Around 8 December 1944, all cOlnpanies in the Battalion with 
exception of Company "B" and Company " C" moved north to the 
Hahn --- Zweifall area locaterl 
approximately six miles south 
of Aachen. Preparations wer 
being made for the cr'ossing 
of the Roer River as soon 
as the Roer River dams couI--l 
be secured. 

On 1 7 December 1944, fir t 

new of the German count r 

offensive in Belgium was receiy·


" ed, enemy air activity increased 
and we learned that harassing 
enemy paratroopers had landed 
in the area between Hahn. 
Germany, and Eupen, Belgium. Autobahn Near Peine, Germany, April, 1945 
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which was tllt' lIlain "lIpply rOllte. anti-paratroop patrols w('re' or1!anlzl·d I,~ 
tilt' Battalion. On 19 Decellllwr 191--1. tilt' Battalion was relit'ved of tilt' 
attadlJlwnt to V II Corps and Sth Armon·d Division. 111111 attaelw(1 10 \ I \ 
Corps. 78th Infantry Division and tl\l' Battalion CP rt'tul'Ilt'd to Hotl!l·lI. en· 
many, to he in closer touch with Hq. 78th Infantry Diyision. On 2:~ 1>"('('111­

Iwr 19lL how('vt,r. all companies rn erlt'(1 to Battalion eontro\. Th(' Battal­
ion was n,liev('(1 of tilt' atta("hnH'nt to XIX Corps. 78th Infantry Di,ision. 
and attached to VII Corps. :~I'(I Arlllored Division and all'rtl'd for illlllwdiatl' 
movelllent to the vi('inity of BarvI'au. B(,I{!:iurn. The Battlt' of tilt' Ikl{!:illlli 
Bul!!e was OIL 

Upou th., anival of all units in till' m'w art'a around LlOO hOlll's on ~I 
D('celllllt'r 19U. Company .. A" took lip a (Idensivt, position in Soy. B .. I/!illllJ. 
Company "W' was atta("\1('(1 to the 8:~nl J{ecOllnais~all('(' Bu.. :~rd Arrllorl'd 
DiviHioll and took lip defl'nsive positions in tilt' vieinity. of Grandlllt'nil. 
Bt'l!J:iulII. COlllpallY ··C··. Ht'connai~s,lIlct' Company ami tht' Battalioll For­
wan) CP Wt"'I' ('stal,lishecl in En'zl't'. Bt'I~illlll. and lIt'ad"uartt'J'~ Company 
aud tilt' Battalion n'ar 1'c1H'lou e1t'uH'nts lIIoved into BOlllal. B(,I{!:illlll. \0 
oue kUI'w just how Ilt'ar the 1'1IelllY hUll approached. !tilt it did not takl' Ion/! 
to fin(1 out. Company "A 's" positioll ill Soy. Bell!iulll. cault' linder- al·till('ry 
fire i'illOrtly aftl'r tlwir arrival and tilt' l'llt'my lallneiH'd a slllall infantn 
('ountel' attaek whi('h approached to withill 200 yards of COlllpany ··.Ys·· 
position hefon' withdrawill/!. At Ol:W hours. 2;) I)t'(,I'IIIII1'I'191-1. 2nd Platooll. 
Company --g-o had a road block ('i-tablished ill GrandllwlIil. BcI~illlll. 
when an ellt'lIIy arlllort,cI colullln \\ as iwanl approachinl! thl' (,OIH·t'al(,11 
position. S/!t. !\lost'r. Tank [)('slroytT Glln COllllllallllt'L pt'J'lIIittl'" tht' 
It'adin{!: enelllY yt'hiclt's to ("omt' up to 2;; yanli'i of his position I:dore 
openinl! firt' and th('11 in qlli('k RlI('('('~sion klIoekl'll out th(, first two tanks at 
almost point hlank ran~e. hoth of whieh were latc'r i(lt'lltified as i\LlI·k ,·s. 
This a('tion ('allsed til(' ot\H'r vehiell's ill the t'nt'llIY column to witIHlnl\\. 
and no furtht'J' attl'lllpt was made Ily the t'HelllY to utilize this GrandllH'nil­
Erez('('-Soy road nl't work which dlt'y w'edt·d to properly prolt'('t tht'II' 
nortlH'rll flank. La tl'r in th .. sallIe da V. IIIt'lIlht'rs of COlli pany o. W- f01ll1t1 two 
'lark V tanks a"andolled by the Gt'rll-an cn'w!'; IWCHlISt' tllt'Y WI'I'I' out of ~a'" 
alltl tIlt'S" two ('lIt'IIIY tallk~ wer(' also d('~troy('d. Thus did thl' Battalioll 
("t,\ ..brat(' Chri"tmas Day ill the" ('ar 1911-. 

Thl' Battalion n'lIIairll'd 011 road hlocks and prott'ctivt, anti-tank IllissiOIl"i 
in this area until tilt' 3rtl Armored Divisiou was n,lit'vt'(L and bv :~ I Dt'Ct'lIl­
Iwr 19 ~ ~ all ('olllpanic's Wt're' in r('st'ne with tilt' :~rd .\rlllol'('d Divisioll. Bat­
talion Hq. in St'ny. Bt'l~iulll. HI'adtl'wrtns and Ht'COllnaissallcl' COlllpanil'" 
in BOlIJal. Company "A"" in lA'S Avin!'. awl eompanies "B'o and -'C" ill AIlt't,. 
B('I~iulII. 

On tilt' first (lay of till' )'I'ar of final vietory in Enropt" tilt' Battalion WiI"; 

rt'\i(,\'I'd of tilt' atta('hmt'nt to VII Corps. 3rd Arlllon'd Divi"iol1. alld at 
tadit'd to XVIII Airhol'lw Corps. 82wl Airhorn(' Division. Thl'''I' WI'n' trut...­
filJ;htinlJ; 1lH'1I. a squad of th(' 82nd A irIH'l'lw Division will takl' on it COIII­

pany of tilt' Gt'rnHIIl Army_ an 8211(1 Airhornt' Division Company will 
take on a Gt'I'lIIan Battalion. and to assi~n any unit of tlw B2nd\ irlHlrnl' 
Division an ohj(,etiv(' is to kllow that tlJf' ohjl'<,tivl' will lit' takt'n alld Ilt'ld. 



The mission of the 82nd Airhorne during the time this Battalion was 
attached to it, was to clean up all t'llemy resistance in tht' Division area 
west of the Sa1m River. The mission was successfully completed in eleven 
days. hut those eleven days wert' fillt'.! with t'xcitement and pathos. During 
this period, Company "A" had two M·36 Tank Destroyers destroyed hy 
anti-tank fire, and one M-36 Tank Destroyer and ont' M-8 Armored 
Car knocked out hy enemy mines, while Company "C' had one M-36 
Destroyer knocked out hy ent'my mint's. The vehicles hit hy anti-tank fire 
hurned and were total losses, howt'ver. those vehiclt's damaged hy lIuneio: 
were recovered and repairctl. 

In addition to the vehiclt' losses. fourtt~en enlisted men in the Battal ­... 
ion were killed in this action. nirlt' from Company "B", and five frOIl1 
Company "'A"' and eighteen wert' wOlllldt'ti. That tilt' t'nemy paid dearly 
for these losses is without question. (llli January 19t5, the 1st Section, 2nd 
Platoon, Company "B" destroyt'd one Mark V tank in the vicinity of 
Ahrefontaine, Belgium, and on the same day east of Odrimont, Belgium, 
Sgt. Moser and Sgt. Marrapese. hoth of Company "13", teamed up to knock 
out a Mark IV tank at 600 yard rall~e. On 7 January 19,tS, southeast of 
Goronne, Belgium, CpI. Kiwior, Company '·B'". knocked out another Mark VI 

• Boyal Tiger tank at 3S0 yard rangt'o <llld on the same day, also southeast of 

Goronne, CpI. Olsaheck and Sgt. Koezan, Company "A" teamed up to knock 

out another Royal Tiger tank at 700 yards, the only two Boyal Tigers to til(' 

credit of the Battalion. On 8 January 1945, Cpl. O'Brien and Cpl. Salamone. 

Company "A", teamed up to knock out two Mark IV tanks at 800 yards 

10 make a total of six enemy Lanks on this mission. In addition to thes(' 

tanks, the Battalion also received cr('tlit for destroying one 88 mm towetl 

!;un two armored vehicles, one hal r-track, one machine gun nt'st. on(' 

hazooka and one OP in a stonehollst': inflicted approximately 7S cas· 

ualties of which S-l were known dead. and captured -l1 prisoners of war. 

Upon the conclusion of the operatioll. Company "B" received a citatioJl 

from the Comlllantling General of tlte 82nd Airhorne Division for the ag­

gressive spirit displayed hy the lIH'mlH'rs of that company during this period. 


On 11 January 19-1:l. the Battalion was relieved of tilt' attachnH'nt with 
the 82nd Airhorne Division. and attached to tilt' 7;)th Infantry Division. 
However. no actual contact with tilt' enemy was madt, after this date whilt· 
the Battalion was with the 7;)lh Infantry Division. 

On 16 January 19-1;). the Battalioll was rt'/ievt'd of tilt' attaclllllt'nt to the 
7;)th Infantry Division and moved to tht' vicinity of Francorchamps. Bel­
gium. in the status of Corps Best'rv('. On 27 January 19!;). tiH' Battalion 
was relieved of the attachlllt'nt to X\ JII Corps (Airhornl'). First U.S.Army. 
and attached once a~ain to what all 11I('IllIH'rs of tite Battalion have COliit' 

to regard ab tilt' part'nt unit. the ;)th .\rmored Division. which had r-t'('entiy 
heen transft'lred from First II. S. Army to Ninth ll. S. ArlllY control. TIlt' 
Battalion less COlllpany .. \ .. lIIoyed to J-Inlwsthal. B('I~ium. for a n'st period. 
and needed maintenance. COlllpany .. A" was attaclll'd to CCA. Sth 
\1'I11ored Division. antI lIlon'tl to an asst'mhly art'a in til(' vicinity of 
Hott. Belgium. with the mission of as..;isting CCA in their- attack on Eif'hn­
~('heid. Germany. The mission was sllCCt'Sflllly cOlllpletetl with tht' loss of 

....... 
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only one man. and Company "A" rt'turIH'd to Battalion control al lIt'rlw~thal. 
Bt'lgium. on 1 Ft-bruary 191;). Tht' Battalion movt-(l to Vot'!'t'ndaal. HoI­
land on ;) February 19·t;). and tllt're enjoyed the hospitality of the pt-opl.- of 
Holland until the plans for tilt' CrOSI'Ill~ of the Hot'!' River on 2;) Fel,rllary 
194;). with tilt' XIII Corps. Ninth ll.S.Army. could Ill:' compll'tt'tl. 

THE ROEI{ TO THE HHII\£ HIVEH 

Since early Octolwr 191.1. tilt' Hoer Hiver and the defellSiv(~ positions of IIII' 
German Army to its east, had Iwen a forllli(lahle barrier. By tht- lIliddlt- 01 
February 1915. the U. S. First and Third Arlllies had not only r('~ain('d all 
{!round occllpit-d hy the German Army in the battle of tilt' Bel~illm Bul~t" 
but had sllccl-eded in pushin~ deep into German territory and st'izin~ Ih,­
Hoer Rivt-r dams. The Germans withdrew the remnants of tllt'ir tattt'rt-d 
;)th and 6th Panzer Armies east of til(' Hoer Hiver and around I;) Ft-hruary 
1945, opened tilt' ~ates of tilt' dams and f1oode(1 the Roer HiveI' Vallt-y ill 
order to ~ain time to construct tllt'ir deft'nsive positions lwtwt-t-n tht' Rot'r 
and Hhint' ri v(-rs, 

The huild-up of Allied troops wailin~ for the Roer Hivt-r croi-i",in~ was 
now complt'te. and so all that was necessary was to wait for tilt' flood water,.. 
to subsidt'. This took about seven days. and on the 23 F,-I,ruary ] 9-1;. 
the XVI Corps launched its attack to cross. Company "A" ulHler Divi,,­
ion Artillt'ry control was in indirect artillery position in tht, vicinity of Pllf· 
fendorf. Germany. to support this attack. From:; February 19t5. Company 
"A" firt-d three registrations. 21 intt'rdietion concentrations and 1()l\ 

harrassin~ concentrations. totalin~ 2122 rOllnds of which 1600 rOllnds Wt'l"t' 
fired in the initial artillery harra~e which lastetl ten hours prior 10 the jump­
in~ off of the Infantry attack on 23 February 19-1.). This represt-nls the ~rt-atesl 
nllmlwr of rounds firt'd hy any company in this I,attalioll in any ~illlilar 
period of tilllt,. 

Company "B" attached to CCB Wh~ the first unit of the Battalion to ero~,.. 
the Roer at Linnich. Germany on 2;) Fehruary 191;:;. and tht' rt'lllainder of 
the Battalion followed the next day with Company ooA" attached to C(A. 
Company "C' to CCR. and Battalion Headt{uart('rs. Heat!qllartn~ COIllP­
any. RecOIlIlaissance Company Headquarters tilt' PiOnt'tT Platoon and 
Medical Detachment movin~ with Divi"ion Artillery Hq. Tht- initial asst'llI­
bly area east of the Hoer Hivn was in the vicinity of Kof"fern-Holtorf. Gn­
many. All elelllents of tilt' :lth Armored Division then SW II II ?!" to tilt' north 
('aptllrin~ Hath. Erkelellz. Hardt. Riwindalt'll. Hheydt. by-pai-isin/! iVluncllt'n­
Gladbach and continuin~ throu~h Vi(·rson. Anrath. Huls. Tonisllt'r~. VluYII' 
Ilt'ide where the Battalion CP was t',..taldisllt't! olll March 191;). (ompany 
ooA" ill tIlt' meantime had proct'eded with (CA in the atta('k a~aillst Krt,­
feld. while COlllpany "C" cOlltinlleti with eel{ ill the attack 011 Hqwlt'll and 
Orsoy. on March 7. 19t:l. With tilt' ('xct-ption of a pockt-I of n'~istan(,t' 
around \\'es~wl. tilt' opef'(ltion from tltt- HotT Bivt'l' to tht' w('~1 I,ank of tIlt" 
Bhine Hivt-r was complt,tcd I,y 1() 'larch 191:;. \0 lo~~t'" ill t'itiH'r \t-hi('I(-~ 
or personnel Wt'rt' suffered I,y this Ha ttalion in thi..; opt-ratioll al tholl/!h Oil 

:~ 'larch 19l;) a frit'ndly plant' dropped a homl, in Company .. \ ',," art'a which 
killed two llIen. and injllrt'd st'v t'!'a I (ltiwrs. 
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Tlw enemy troops opposing ollr troops in early l\Iarch, constituted an 
ilwfficient group lacking sufficient lH'r,o;onnel or equiPlltt>nt to even delay 
our advance. The principal ohstacles confronting the Battalion's movement 
consisted of drainage ditches, supplell\('nted by numerous anti-tank ditches 
and occasional mine fields. Enemy an ti-tank guns were, for the most part. 
88 nlln guns dug in with excellent fields of fire covering anti-tank ditelws. 
mad hlocks. mine fit"lds, approache.; and highways. Enemy air elements 
were scarc.' but reconnaissance planes wt'rt' heard throughout tht' area 
with occasional strafing, but no dar!lage was done to our units. In March 
19t;), during a movie program in the Battalion CP in the post office at 
Vluynheide, a lone t'nemy plane dIne on the CP and droppe(I what wa,; 
t'stimated to he a 500 pound bomb, but missed the building I,y 200 yards . 
Several men were cut however whell the concussion of the homh hlew in ail 
the windows of the building. The Illoyit" was continued after th.> hlack-out 
shades had Iwen repaired. Enemy armor was limited and no e]}t'IIlY tanks 
wert' engaged hy the Battalion. 

On 12 March 194;), all companies reverted to Battalion Control and 
moved in tht' vicinity of Osterath, Germany. Tht' Battalion CP was set up at 
Schweinheim, with three gun companies in indirect firing positions to the 
t'ast. From 13 March ] 94;) to 29 March 1915. under Division Artillery 
control. Company"A" fired three regi~trations of 20 rounds. two TOT's total­
ing 36 rounds. and 19 harrassing con('t'ntrations totaling 3~W rounds. Comp­
any '"B'" fired three rt'gistrations of SO rounds. four TOT'~ totaling 77 round" 
and 216 harrassing concentrations totaling IS07 rounds during this sallie 
period. Company "C' firt'd one registration of five rounds. four TOTs total­
ing 77 rounds and 247 harrassing concentrations totalin/!: 1;)28 rOlllHhi. All 
targets were located in tht' important industrial Ruhr district. past of th~' 
({hine. 

On 1;) March 19-1.;). 1st Platoon. Company "A" was subjected to very 
accuratt' counter-hattt'ry fire as tht' result of which two EM were killt'd 
and eight EM wounded. It was helit'ved that some civilians in the art'il 
furnished iuformation as to the exact position of tilt' Platoon. The COll­
ct'ntration of enelllY artillery is also lwlievt'd to havt' dama~t'd SOIlH' of the 
amlllunition in the company dUIllP' },eeaust' later in the aftt'rmoon while 
loadinf!; a 90 IlIIIl APC shell on a ;;::1/2 tOll truck a shell t'xploded in tht' 
hands of Cpl.Jacquinto. Company "A" and st"t off the entire load of ammunitioll 
in the truck. which was dt"stroyed. The premature explosion of the 
~hell in his hands knocked Cpl. Jacqllinto off the rear of the truck. ht· 
was rt'vivt'd hy the company llH'dieal aid man. and after treatllH'llt for 
~lil!ht IHlrlls of his hands. 1'('mainl'd on a duty status. unshaken. hut 
I·jdwr hy tilt' award of an Oak L.'af Cluster to a previously earned Purpl" 
Heart A ward. 

On :~o March 191;). Co. ,. A". Co. "W' and Co. "C-' Wt'l'l' attacht'd 
to CCA. CCB and CCR respt'etivt'ly in preparation of tactical comlllitment 
past of tht' HhilH' HiY!'r. and on :~l March 1915 tIlt' entire Battalion cros"ed 
tIlt' Hiv!'l' ov(,r the EUl!illet'r pontoon I,ridl!!' at \\ .. ,.;~el. Germany. TIlt' final 

phas!' in ill!' war in Europ!' had starIPd . 

.) .; 



THE HHII\E TO TilE ELBE HIVEI: 

Aftel' IH'in~ pt'llIwd for so lIlany lIlonths hy terrain and pn'pan'd t1"f"I\",iy,' 
positions which was only suitahlt' for Infantry, the t(,rrain ,'ast frolll th .. 
Hhint' Hiv('r was a tank man's dn'all1. Flat cOllntry and with a ~ood 1I1'!­

work of hi~hways. Onc(' tilt' Infantry had seizt'd a hrid~t'Ilt'ad 011 till' easl 
klllk of tilt' HhilH' and the En~ine('rs had installt'd their pontooll hritlp:('s. til\' 
only limits on the arlllor('(1 forct's wa" ont' of r('supply of ratioll", and p:as. 
Ht'minis('('nt of the hard drivin{!. fast lIlov;np:. armored sla,;lws followin!! 
till' hn'akthrll at :\varadlt's. France. last AIlp:lIst. once a~ain tilt' :lth '\rlllor­
t,d Divi,;ion and tlJ(' Tallk D('stroY(TS \\('rt' on the loosl'. dl't'p in t'1H'1II~. 

tt'rritory. 

In p:elH'rai. tilt' operatioll was hroken into thrt'(' phases: Phmw '\0 I 
1 April to S April. the attack from the Hhine Hivt'r "ast to tilt' \\t',;st'r Hivt'r. 
Ph as,' No 2 S April to 16 ApriL \\,'sst'r Hivt'r to Eliit' HiYn and pha';I' 
No ~ 16 April to 2.") ApriL tilt' moppinp: of thl' rear an'a,; and til(' \ Oil Clause 
witz Panzn Division. 

After Crossin!! tilt' Hhine. the thn·t' 1!"n companit·s (Iurin!! phasl' '\io I 
1II0vt'd usua II y a Ion!! th ree st'pa ra te ro II \t'S of march wi th Co. "C" Oil til" 
rig-Itt. Co. "A" ill tilt' Ct'ntn and Co. "B" on the left or nortllt'rn flallk. with 
Battalion H".. H,'connaissaIH't' Co. and 1\1t'dical Dt'taciInlt'llt llIovin~ with Diy­
ision Artillt'ry H,'adquarkrs. usually aloll~ a cenkr rOllt('. 

Mllllst('r. Gprlllany. was hY'pass(,d to tilt' south on:2 April and ,;ull:-i"'l'lt'ntly 
was captlln,d by tht' 17th Airhornl' Divi",ion. TIlt' DortlllUlHI ElliS Canal \\a-, 
crosst,(1 hy SOlllt' t'1('nJ('nts on 1 April and n'maindt'r on 2 April. Bit,lf"ld wa ... 
hy·passed to the north on :~ April and tlH' ,'ntirt' Division w"nt into an as· 
st'milly area in vicinity of H,'n'ford on that datI' and I('main(,d tllt're IIl1til 
B April 19t5. 

On :~ ApriL east of Bonn Hof l.olllH'. til(' CCB colllllln ran in to ";0111" 

,'IWIlIY resistanc(' Lt. Dllchscilt'rer and tllt' 2nd Platoon. Company "W' \\1'111 

into action and af1<'I' knockin{! out Oil" IInidentified tank. on,' G"rtllall S('olll 

car. six 76 II IIII artillery piet't's. two 1II0rtar positiolls and captllrill!!; t'ight 
pri,.,olwl·s anti inflictinf!: all unknowlI 1I111111wr of casllalti('s tilt' CCB ('0 It II II II 

('ontillllt'd its man-h. ,\,int' roullds of AP all'l tW('lIty-four rOlllld" of 90 111111 

HE wen' used bv Lt. Dllchscht'l'er\ Platooll ill this ,wtioll. On the ,.;allll' (Iatt' 
in vicinity of Ex... er. Germany. Cp\. Crawford. CompallY "C' knocked 0111 

0IIt' I'llI'my artillny field piece at I ;")00 yank 

In phase ~o 2 all elt'lIlt'nts of tilt' Battalion cro,.;,.;"d tilt' \\t'SSI'I' i:i, 'T at 
Hallwlill. Gt'rmany. tilt' Pied Pipt'r town. 011 B April 191:l. proc(,,'dt'd !!I'IWI­
ally ~E. I'y-passill;.!- sOllth of Hannon'l'. On 9 April ill yicinity of \{o:-i,'nthal. 
Cpl. Win{!t'l and ep!. Applin~. Company "C' t'ach dt'stroy('d all SB 111111 A·'j 
;!lIn at 1900 and ~200 yanls n'spectiy, Iy. On I () April in Pattt'lIs('n. Cn· 
lIIally. ('llt'my artillery fin',1 a 200 rOlllul artillt'ry ('oIH'('ntration whicll I'd I 
in thl'toO yard spact' Iwtwt't'li Divii'iion Artillny 1I('adquartns and Bat­
lalion Headqllartel's withollt incllrring any personnel loi'is. althollf!:h two Diy. 
I\rtillny v,'hicks WI'IT hit. B"collnai"i'i<lnce Co. C. P. bllildin~ wa", hil and 
loof tialllagt'd bllt IlO casualti('s sustain,'(\. \{('connai:-isallc(' COlllpany SCrt'I'Il­
I,d tilt' town which celt had I'y-pass(,d and pick,," III' II 1 pri';olll'l's of war 
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in the vicinity. CCR swunp; north and CCA continued the attack east thru 
CCH"s old axis of march thru Peine :lnd east to capture Tanp;ermunde an,l 
Stendal. Germany. Battalion HI'adqu<lrters continued with Division Artillerv 
Headquarters thru Diddeis(', Neuendorf and arrived in Demker" west o"r 
Tanp;ermunde. on 11 April 1945. Ellroute to Demker. Reconnaissance 
Company while actinp; as rear p;uarrl to the 13attalion. encountered an 
I'nemy patrol west of Deetz amI enr'ap;ed in fighting off and successfully 
routinp; the patrol after killinp; ten of dH'ir members 

At this point. CCA in Tangernlllilde was the closest U. S. Army unit to 

Berlin, howen'r, this recol·d was later lost in favor of the 2nd Armored Div­
ision who actually crossed to the east bank of tht: Elbe Hiver the nl'xt day 
ap;ainst stiffening enemy opposition. 

On 14 April 1945, the 13attalion CP Headlluartel's. and Reconnaissance 
Company moved with Division Artillery Headlluarters to Osterburp; where 
these units remainell until 16 April 19c1.S. 

The only loss on this movement from the Rhine to the Elbe Hivers was 
suffered by Co...A" at Tangerlllllnd p. when SS troopers knockl'd out on!' 
M-:36 vI,hicie of the 3nl Platoon with l' bazooka. All crpw memlwrs escappd 
from the vehicle. however, the gun serp;eant was killed by slllall arms fire 
and the other four crew memhers, were captured by SS troop!'rs in Tanp;er­
IllUnde. These four men with approroximately 200 American Pal"atroop 
prisoners of war" were suhsequently r('leased the same day prior to the sllr­
l'elHler of the town to CCA. Company "A" succeeded in III~stroyinp; one loco­
motive and eip;ht t'reip;ht cars by direct fire and after taking Tangl'rlllundt'" 
assisted eCA in the clearinp; of Stendal. capturin~ SQ prisonl'rs on this 
IlllSSlOn. 

CCB with Company "B" initially hall the mission of following lwtwet'n 
CCl{ and CCA in a reservl' status and to protl'ct till' bridge across till' 
~rl'sst'r Hivl'r at Hamelin. The COlllpany subsequently moved east thr!! 
Ostt'rIJUrp; to the Elhe Hiver. 

CCR with Company "C' hall the mission of cutting the autobahn in the vi­
cinity of Peilll' and then proceeding north and east toward the Eliit' Hiver 
and try to secure the hridges over the r'ver in the vicinity of Sandau. but tilt' 
t'llt'my destroYI,d the bridgt's anll feny hefore they could be secured. 

After reachinp; the western banks of the Eliit' River on II April 19~L)_ 
,lIld consolidating til-!' position there in anticipation of makinp; a crossing 
and marching directly on to Berlin. word came in that the Von Clausewitz 
Division had moved south to escape the British and were making an 
effort to cut our rear supply line and to eventually tie up with otlWl' 
German units holdinp; out in the Hartz Mountains in till' south. Phasf' 
;\0 :3. thndore. found the Battalion moving with the various combat 
('ommands to 1IH't't this threat. For the first time since the drive ;;tart(,ll with 
the crossing of the Hoer Hiver, the Battalion was moving west instead of 
east. even though still on the offensive. 

Battalion HI'adquarters. HI'adquarlt'rs Company and Reconnaissance 
CompallY moved from Osterhurp; to Klotz on 16 April 1945, then on to Rohr­
lll'rg on 18 ApriL then to Wopel and arrived at Salzwedel on 22 April 194;). 

. ) i 



Battalion Motor Maintt'nanet' Platooll und.. r Capt. BayN had Iwt'IlII,fl ill 11\1' 
yieinity of Klotz. wlH'n Battalion Hq. and Headquarters Company left fot 
Rohrlwrg. On 20 April 194:1. llOwevl'r. Capt. Bayer and his I'ntin' Platoon 
reported in unexpectedly at the Battalion CP at Wope\. that eyening:. It had 
IWI'n found that an estimated H)O l'nelllY troops had infiltratt'd into tI\f' 
WO()(\S one mill' from Capt. Bayer's an'a near Klotz. TIlt'se ('nelll), troops WI'f'(' 
subsl'quently captlll'I,d and tilt' estimate was found to II(' ('orrect. 

On 16 April 19t:1. Diyision Tr'lin,.; that utilized Battalion persolllwi 
trucks and drivers to haul supplies in a large conyo)' had only proce,'dt'd 
about L,) miles WI'St of Klotz wllt'n it was ambushed. alld at'tt'r tht' two II'ad­
iug vehieles hall 1I('I'n dl'stroy('d. the remaining vt'hiclt's were abandoned alld ,.captun'd by thl' l'nt'lIIy. On 17 April. howt'ver. the truck belong:ing to Ihi" 
Battalion and onl' othl'r truck was recaptured and returned to the diYi~iOIl 
Rear Eellt'lon. On the Battalion Persollllel truck at tilt' tin\(' of it~ captuJ'(' by 
the enemy was tilt' Battalion Standard and thl' silk paradl' flag:. IH)th of which 
were rt'turnl,d with the truck intact. 

On 17 April 19l;). CCA was n'lined of the area in the yicinit·, of tIlt' 
ElIw HiveI'. and with Company "A" still attae\wd moved WI'st and tlwli 
north on 18 April tilrll KIlI'slwck. ~1 il'lllke and \\,itting:t'I" 011 21 April. 
Company "r\" sllpportl,d CCA on an ataek north frolll \\ittingl'" thru KI,llIz" .. 
and Hitzack. Opp()~iti()n in general was light but Cpl. Kutkowski dl'stroyed 
a I/:! ton truck atWO yard rang(, in the vicinity of Harlingen on 22 April. 
In tilt' vicinity of Kieft'n. on 23 April. Cpl. Rutkowski. 2nd Platoon. Co. "t\." 
Ildd the honor of knocking out tilt' ht"t of tl)(' total of ,')6 tanks cn,ditl·d thi~ 
Battalion w hen Ill' dl,~troyed a Mark Y tank at 600 yanl ranp:e. (\('aning- up 
olwrations for Co. "A" continue,\ ulllil 26 April Wl)(,ll tilt' Company rt'Yl'rtf'd 
to Battalion Control. 

Cotllpany "B" Illov ..d with CeB on l() April to vicinity of Jllllar. wh"IT 
It as~isted in el,'aning- up a task foret' of th .. Von Clalls('witz Panzer Divi,.;ioll 
which had 111"'11 harrassing the sllpply lines in that area. 011 18 A.pril. 1.;1 
Platooll. Co. "B" ;;et up a dd..nsiy(' po~ition ag-ain.;t l'nl'1I1Y arlllor rqlOrlt'd 
IlJOyillg: 1'1'0111 tilt' ,lirt'elion of Llld .. l"ell. TIlt' t'IIt'my wa~ encolllltl'l't'd ill tilt' 
\\ oods north of Ludl,lsl'n and tilt' l!-it Platoon. Co.. 'B". dl'stroyed 0111' half· 
track. two general purpO~t' vdli('lt·~. 0111' Jag-t'r Pandlt'r Tallk and killl,d all 
unknown llllllllwr of tilt' enellly. Third Platoon. Co. "B'· also dt'stroYl'd Olll' 

l'lll'llly half track and two g-I'nt'ral pllrpmw v..hictt,,.. tIlt' sa1l11' dav. Oil 2,') April. 
Co. "n-' rev('rtl'd to Battalioll Control. 

On l() April. Co. "C" with CCl{ 1I!0\l'd ill tIlt' vicinity of Salz\\I,dl,1 \\ith a 
lIli~sion of cI,'aning lip slIlall pocket..; of rt'sistenc('. tllt'll attackillg nortl, 
thl'll Lllchow to tilt' EliII' Hi",'r. TIlt' entin' cOlllpallY was attacllt'd to 10th 
Tank Bn. (Ta~k Foret' Hallllwrg) Oil this lIli~sion. which Illo\t,d thrll Salz· 
\\ t,d,·1. north to Lllcho\\' to Danrwlllnll·g. Cpl. HI·rlll,H1. :2l1d Platooll. Co. 
"C" dt'stroycd 0111' 88,111111 self·prop.. \It'd glln at 1:;00 yard~ 011:2:2 April in tilt' 
\ieinity of \dH'lIslt,dt alld tilt' Plalooll captlln'd II pri,,;olll'rs 011 21\pril ill 
tilt' yicillity of Qllickh'lI. Pyt. Helton took () prisollt'r~ ill tilt' vicillily of \)alllll'll· 
Ilurg 011 22 April. Co. "C" reYt'ftl,d to Battalioll COlltrol Oil :2,') April. 111I1~ 

1'lIdl·d tilt' tactical COllllllitlll('nt of all COlli pan iI's of thi~ Ba ttalioll agaill~! 
tilt' G,'rlliall 1\I'II1V in tilt' Europeall TIlt'atl'r afll,!, 266 days of ("olllilat. 



VICTORY IN EUROPE 

On 26 April, the entire Battalion moved from the vicinity of Salzwedel 
south and west to take up military government duties controling an area 
of approximately 230 sq. miles located south of the autobahn from Peine 
east to Wendezelle. Battalion CP, Headquarters Co. and Medical Detach. 
ment were located in ' Wendezelle, Reconnaissance Co, in Wendelburg~ 
C "A""· W I f C ""B"" Z 'd f d C ""C'" ' ompany In 0 tor, ompany In weI or an ompany In 
Schmedenstadt, Germany, On 8 May 1945, when V-E Day was announced 
as effective 0001 hours, 9 May 1945, the combat history of the 628th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion in the European Theater of Operations came to a close. 



• 
SUMMARY OF ENEMY LOSSES CREDITED TO THE 

628th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, 2 AUGUST 1944 to 8 MAY 1945 

TANKS: 
Number Total 	 Number Total 

Tiger Royals 2 MACHINE GUNS: 24 24 

Mark VI 14 
 PILL BOXES: 58 58 
Mark V 14 

OP'S: 16 16 •
Mark IV 13 

Unidentified 13 
 MISCELLANEOUS: 

56 56 	 ,II' 
Buildings 52 

S. 	P. GUNS: 4 4 Bazooka Nests 2 
54 54 TOWED GUNS: 

88MM 8 AIRPLANES: 4 4 
75MM or 76MM 10 TRAINS:
47MM 	 I 

Locomotive I 140MM 2 

Freigh t Cars 8 8
75MM How. I 


Others 2 PW'S CAPTURED: 

24 24 
 EM 1487 

MORTARS: 7 7 Officer'S 29 
1516 1516HALF-TRACKS: 22 22 

GENERAL PURPOSE ESTIMATED ENEMY 


VEHICLES 68 68 CASUALTIES 1231 1231 


Heiligenstadt, Germany, May, 1945 
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LINE and STAfF 

• 
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Battalion Staff 


Lt. Col. William J. Gallagher 

Commander 


Major Joseph A. Patalive 

Executive Officer 


Major Hal A. Burgess, Jr. 

Operations Officer 


• 


Capt. Elmer V. Sparks 

Adjutant 


Cap.t. John S. Wright 

Intelligence Officer 
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Capt. Arthur L. Travis 

Supply Officer 




Battalion Special Staff 


1st Lt. Edward V. Jahoda 
Commo. Off. 

Capt Joseph Bayer 

Motor Off. 


1st Lt James A. Wing 
Ln. Off. Asst S - 3 

2n~ Lt. Wade Abee 
Trans. Off 

2nd Lt. Gregor J. Feibel 
Ln. Off. Asst S - 2 

No 


Photo 


Available 


Capt Thomas Cook 

Ln. Off. Asst. S - 3 


Transfered 6 ' T. D. Gp . 


WOJG Frank E. Gerlach 

Pers. Off. 


M /Sgt Paul E. Kirkpatrick 

Sgt. Major 
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UHeadquartersU Company History 


, 


Capt. Lyle 1. Fought 

Executive Officer 

Transferred XXIX T. A. C. 

U ITED STATES 

Capt. Daniel 1. Thomas 


Company Commander 


1st Lt. Carl A. Forslund 

Executive Officer 

1st Sgt. Claude 1. Wielenga 

First Sergeant 

. A short time after the Battalion was activated at Indiantown Gap in 
July, 1941, there came an influx of men from Camp Wheeler and Camp 
Bragg into Headquarters Company_ When you speak of these men, the 
~'old timers", the names Andros, Booth Haupt, Kapitan, Karwoski, Kirsch­
haum, Ma,yer, Rosien, Rothman, Reed~ Stein, Schulz, Schumacher, Wielenga, 
Wagner and Vervaet come to mind. Major Patalive, then Lieutenant, was the 
Commanding Officer of Headquarters Company. From Indiantown Gap 
the unit moved to AP Hill, Va., where the Headquarters Company remain­
ed .for a period of some seven weeks. The stay there was best remembered 
for the epidelnic of th GI' that be ieged the company. A return trip by the 
Company to the Gap followed. While here, one Pvt. Saviola went home on 
pass and neither hide nor hair has been seen of him since. Headquarters 
Company left the Gap in mid-September, 1941, and moved on to orth Caro­
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S /Sgt. Danie1 Wagner, Jr. 


Supply Sgt. 


S /Sgt. Francis E. Smith 


Motor Sgt. 


lina for the ten weeks of maneuvers that ensued. 
OnDe('ember 7,1941, the unit packed up and moved 
back to the Gap.While enroute at South Boston,Va., 
the fateful news came through that Pearl Harbor 
had been attacked. The company arrived at the 
Gap on December 8th. It was during mid-Dec­
ember that the Battalion was officially designated 
a8 the 628th Tank Destr'oyer Battalion. After the 
brief furlough that followed, 21/2 ton trucks were 
transferred from ""D" and "E" Batteries to Head­
quarters Company. It was during this time that 
the names Campbell, Foyuth, Haggar, Regelski, 
Todorow were added to the conlpany roster. The 
company next moved to Camp Livingston, La.~ 
and after a ten day trip arrived at Livingston on 
January 19, 1942. During the time that the com­
pany was at Livingston, Lieutenants Scott and Pat­
alive each held the Company Commander's reins 
at different times. While here the company under­
went routine training. The first batch of recruits 
received by the company were tr'ained here. Bigi~ 
Strahler, Weir, Volsko and Zanis wer'e among 
these recruits. It was here too that the first men 
left the company to go to Officer's Candidate 
School. The names Blozitis, Downs, Fisher, I< a­
lnien, Mountz and Tobin now graced the coml>any 
roster. The memories of standing reveille in 
shorts, the sweltering heat, the then in vogue 
twenty five mile hikes, and Col. Peterson's school 
for non-commissioned officers still bless and burn. 

S/Sgt. Rosien, T /5 Karwowski, Pvt. Malphurs, Pte. Merkel, 
S /Sgt. Wagner, 1st. Sgt. Weilenga, Pfe Ruzich, T/4 Faulk, S/Sgt. F. E. Smith 
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M/Sgt. Kirkpatrick, T /4 McClain, T /4 Ellis, 1'/5 Stover, T /Sgt. Haupt, T /Sgt. Kennedy, 
Pvt. Lepidus, T i S Zanis, S/Sgt. Buchko, T IS Rothman, 1'/5 Campbell, TIS Cohen, T IS Hayhow 

In early September, the company arrived at Camp 

H'ood, Texas, to undergo intensive training in 

Tank Destroyer tactics and commando training. 

'Vhile here the company lost several of its mem~ 


Lers to Officer's Candidate School, while others 

went out as a cadre. The "Class of '42" recruits 

were trained here. Coleman, Day, English, Faulk~ 


Hamlin, Mathews, Malphurs, Rimards, Schultz 

and Tishler were among this group. Remember 

the football game against North Texas State 

Teacher's College, when our pride and joy, the 

football team received a bottle of beer through 

the courtesy of "Promoter" Ryan in payment 

for participating in the game? On November 

20, 1942, the unit moved to Camp Bowie, Texas~ 


Captain MacPherran, then Lieutenant, came in
• 
a8 Company Commander in early December. 

'While at Camp Bowie, the unit successfully un­

derwent the Army Ground Force test. Here 

too, another cadre was sent out. Barking dogs 

and blisters gave mute evidence of the fifteen 

mile hike accomplished in three hours and twelve 

Ininutes. The first week in January, 1943, -found 

the company entraining for Camp Gordon J ohn­
8ton, Fla. At Gordon Johnston the unit under­

went amphibious and combined operations train­

ing. There were innumerable hikes through the 

sand, an invasion of Dog Island, and to top 

things ' off, a hurricane made its appearance to 

Inar the final combined operations. The unit 
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Tee. Sgt. Roy Haupt 


Battalion Operations Sgt. 


Tee. Sgt. .Joseph M Kennedy 

Battalion Intelligence Sgt. 



T IS Baylor, Cpl. J ago, Cpl. Kolc, T /4 McClai.n , T /4 Stein, Pvt. Zilaunes, T IS Hayhow , Pvt. Morgan, 
T /Sgt. Meranda. S/Sgt. Buchko, T IS Rothman, T/4 Keller, T /4 Ellis 

lnoved to Camp Rucker, Alabama, in early May ~ 
1943, and here underwent further training. The 
story goes that one morning the entir'e company 
reported for "Sick Call" and complained of see­
ing nightmar'es in the form of one "Major Mid­
night", the result of an 18 hour training grind 
conducted under the surveillance of this same 
person. During the latter portion of its stay in 
Rucker, the unit prepared its equipment for the 
coming Tennessee maneuvers. The maneuver s 
lasted eight weeks, from early July to late August . 
During this period, Captain Reeves, then Lieuten­
ant, took ovel~ as Company Commander. A fifteen 
day furlough followed the man.euvers. The unit 
returned to Camp Rucker, Alabama, and for tht" 
next three weeks underwent a physical harden­
ing program. Camp Pickett, Virginia, was next 
on the schedule and during the stay here, the 
company completed the firing scores necessary 
for overseas qualifications. October, 1943, saw the 
unit in Bradford, Virginia, to undergo a week of 
amphibious training. The next move was back to 
Pickett to prepar'e for winter maneuvers in West 
Virginia. The snow and cold in November, 1943 ~ 
saw the unit taking mountain and winter training 
in Tank Destroyer tactics. Her'e too, the unit took 
further Army Gr'ound Force tests. The town of 
Parsons, Thomas, Davis and Elkins recall pleasant 
memories to the men in the company. The hos

r 

pitality and friendliness displayed by the people 

Go 

Tee. Sgt. Willis D. Merandd 


Battalion Commo. Chief 


S/Sgt. Nicholas Buchko 

Battalion Commo. Sgt. 
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Cpl. Katula, Cpl. Jones, T/5 Butya, T/4 Lowery, WOJG. Gerlach, T /Sgt. Wentworth, 
Cpl. Bell, T /5 Petrick, Cpl. Kronk, Cpl. Hilderbrand 

of West Virginia made our stay here one of the 
most pleasant stops the company made on its 
journey. It was the staging area at Fort Dix 
New Jersey, in early December, 1943, wher'e the 
unit picked up its T /0 equipment. In response 
to their r'equests, Santa presented the men in the 

' 	

company with fur'loughs over the Christmas Hol~ 
idays. Howewer, those in camp on Christmas Day 
were surprised when they received word that the 
Battalion had been alerted for the defense of a 
nearby airport. Prior to shipping overseas, the 
unit Inoved to Camp Shanks, New York. Still 
remelnbered is the then seemingly never endin~ 
climb up the Palisades with the horseshoe pack 
strapped onto the back. There are rumor'S to the 
effect that the men received a physical while here~ 
but these rUmors have never been confirmed. On December 31, 1944. Lt. 
J ahoda, Butya and Kapitan left on the advance detail overseas. The company 
followed them into ew York harbor and went up the gangplank of the 
" Aquitania" on January 28, 1943. 

ENGLAND 

There were two memorable things about the journey overseas. First. 
there was the food which would never have won the seal of approval of the 
"Good Housekeeping Institute", secondly, there was Wentworth. The first 
thing Wentworth did upon getting aboard ship was to lean over the rail. The 
story has it that he did not leave the rail until the boat docked. The com· 
pany was at sea seven days and landed at Greenock, Scotland, on February 6, 
1944~ . In the midst of a drizzling rain, the company entrained for Packington 
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Tee. Sgt. Harry P.Wentworth 


Personnel Sgt. 
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M/Sgt. Kirshbaum, T/4 Coleman, T/4 O;>t::hrane, T /4 Regelski, T/4 Todorow, T/4 O'Lesk:l, 
T/4 Keller, T/4 Westphal, T/Sgt. Vervaet, TIS Schumacher" TiS Van Antwerp, T IS McAlpin 

TIS Richards, TIS Hamlin, T IS Souders 

M /Sgt. George A. Howell 

Battalion Motor Sgt. 


Returned to U. S. A. 


T/Sg t. Frank Vervat 

Battalion Motor Sgt. 

Park, which was lo­
cated between Cov­ • 
entry and Birming. 
ham. The unit remain· 
ed here six weeks. 
The men learned that 
everything they had 
heard about the Eng­
lish rain and fog was 
true. The retreat for­
mations, the dark and 
dusky nights, the 
English type barracks 
are still clear to the (Sgt. Earnest L. Kirschbaum 

mind's eye. Before Battalion Motor Sgt. 

moving to Wales, the 
unit underwent a series of Platoon and Company 
tests. The company arrived in Wales during 
early March~ 1944 and spent a pleasant two we k 
stay. While in Wales, the company trained with 
t.he Battalion on indirect fire missions. The com­
pany then returned to Packington Park for a 
,veek and from this point moved to Dor'chester, 
England in mid-April, 1944. The Headquarters 
Company less Motor Maintenance, combined with 
Company "B". The work wa marshalling 
troops in D· 7, Marabout, and the servicing of 
these troops that had been selected to take 
part in the invasion across the Channel. Motor 
Maintenance assisted Company "A" at D· 7. 
Poundhury, in the marshalling of troop. Thp 



T/5 Lind, S/Sgt. Schulz, T!Sgt. Tobin, T/4 Vazakas, 

No 

• Photo 

Available 

T /Sgt. Slavinski 

Bn Supply S9t. 


Returned to U. S. A. 


T /4 Stein, T/Sgt. Kapitan, Pfc. Robinson 

calm and quiet of the 
days, the air raids in 
the dark of night~ and 
the picture presented 
by the gliders and the 
paratroops as they left 
to perform their parL 
in the invasion arm­
ada made unforget.. 
table scenes. Dur­
ing this time Captain 
Reeves left to join 
the paratroops and 
was succeeded by Cap­
tain Scott,who was in 
turn succeeded by 

T /Sgt. Tobin 

Bn. Supply Sgt. 


• 	 Captain Wright. The company left Dorchest r 
on July 4, 1944, and moved to D-2 Diddlehinton 
to be proce ed and staged prior to landing ill 

• France. During these last days in England~ the 
members of the company attended the third 
anniver' ary Battalion banquet which was held in 
Bournemouth on July 10, 1944. 

COJ.\lIBAT 

During the entire period of combat. I-Ieadquar­
ters Company had two important functions to 
pel form. Th first was the service function; the 
econd was the task of providing local security. 

When the Battalion received its first mission 
T ISgt. Kapitan 

Bn. Supply Sgt. 




Sgt. Foyuth 

Bn. Trans. Sgt. 


PCc. Salvatore, Pvt. Stotts, PCc. Lania, T/5 Blozitis, PCc. Weir, Ptc. Wallace, T/5 Tinn, T/5 Booth, 
PCc. Prichard, Pvt. Hughes, PCc. Strahler, Pvt. Howard, Pfc. Andros T/5 Day, Pfc. Windle, 

Pvt. Kamien , Pvt. Walls, T/5 Saucier, T/5 Volsko, Sgt. Foyuth. 

after the landing in France, the entire Headquar­
ters Company moved to Quellennes France. From 
this point on, the various individual sections com­
prising the Headquarters Company became, to 
all intents and purposes, self-sustaining. Each 
section performed its respective task in and of 
itself, so to speak. The Staff Platoon which in­
cluded the Administrative Section (S-l), the In­
telligence Section (S-2), the Operations Section 
(S-3) and the Supply Section (S-4) was detached 
from the Headquarters Company with the result 
that there were often periods when considerable 
distance separated the two. 

On August 14, 1944, the Commanding Officer'..; 
vehicle struck a mine. Driver Mike Flora was 

injured and had to be evacuated, the fjrst Headquarter's Company casualty. 
In late August, Captain Wright moved over to the S-2 section and Captain 
Thomas became Company Commander, 

The company as a whole was together at Guerville, France, during late 
August, 1944; at Stegen, Luxembourg, during mid-September, 1944; Head­
quarters Company entered Germany on September 16, 1944, and when the 
withdrawal from Germany became necessary the Forward and Rear Echelons 
moved with the trains of CCR. The various sections rejoined the com­
pany at Stegen, Luxembourg. The entire company was next together at Fay­
JDonville, Belgium, in early October, 1944; at Kalterherberg, Germany, 
where the sections reverted back to company control, from mid-October to 
mid-November, 1944; at Rotgen, Germany, during November, 1944. On 
December 8th, the company moved to Hahn, Germany. One day during mid­
December, 1944 a thundering noise was clearly heard throughout the com­
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pany area. Buildings shook momentarily, doors became ajar, and windows 

in the vicinity were shattered. The morning report of the following nlorning 

served as an explanation. Motivated by reasons of security, Captain Thomas 

hlew open a safe that had been found in one of the buildings in which the 


. Headquarters Company was billeted. Unknown to Captain Thomas, the safe 
contained TNT so that no one, least of all Captain Thomas was prepared for 

, 

what followed. While the company was at Hahn, there were reports that 
German paratroopers had been landed in the vicinity. Twenty-four hour 
security patrols were set up to guard against any threat that might arise. 
After the Battle of the Belgium Bulge broke out, Headquarters Company 
moved to Bornal, Belgium. While enroute a buzz bomb dropped some two 
hundred yards in front of the column. Fortunately, no one was injured. 
Road blocks were set up at Bomal. The entire company was together again at 
Spa, Belgium, the famous health center, during mid-January, 19~5; at Herhes~ 
thai, Belgium, where the drone of buzz bombs overhead could be freq­
uently heard, during late January, 1945; at Voerendaal, Holland, throughout 
most of February, 1945. While at Voerendaal, Lt. Fought transferred to the 
Air Corps and Lt. Forslund took his place as Company Executive Officer. 
The company crossed the RoeI' River on February 26, 1945. It was while 
the company was billeted for a brief period in Viersen, Germany, that many 
a GI's dream came true. An abandoned distillery was located in the town, 
with the result that a sense of equilibrium was ' sacrificed in the interests of 
wine, merriment and song. In early March the entire company moved into 
the town of Vluynheille a few hours after it head been taken by the Amer­
ican forces. During the time the company was here, it performed military 
government duties, sent out searching parties, and doubled the security in 
the town. One evening when most of the men of the company were attend­
ing a movie, a German plane dropped a bomb which landed a few hundred 
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Message Center, Osterburg, Germany 
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Mess Line, Heiligenstadt, Germany 

yards away from the scene of the movie. On the 31st of March the company 
left Osterath, Germany, and crossed the Rhine at 1800 hours that day. 

The company left Wittel, Gennany, an April 8th and began the now 
famed march from the Weser to the Elbe. The next day while billeted in 
Pattensen, Germany, the company was subjected to enemy artillery fire be­
fore moving out. Three days later the Motor Maintenance section was cut 
off from the rest of the column by some pocketed resis tance in the vicinity 
of Nuendorf, Germany, and it became necessary for a platoon from the Re­
connaissance Company to lend a hand.The remainder of the march continued 
as planned. 

THE STAFF PLATOON 

Shortly before -the landing in France, the Staff Platoon was detached 
from the Headquarters COlnpany. Generally speaking, there was said to 
be four Sections within the Staff Platoon. The Administrative Section (S-I) ~ 
the Intelligence Sect ion (S-2); the Operations Section (S-3); and the Supply 
Section (S-4). Captain Sparks and the Battalion Sergeant Major Kirkpatrick, 
deftly performed and executed the numerous administrative data and de­
tail that came up during the entire course of combat. The Intelligence Sect­
ion was headed by Captain Lloyd until 27 August when the present S-2~ 
Captain Wright took over, with T / Sgt. Feibel and Van Horn completing the 
section. The Operations Section was headed by Major Patalive until Sept­
emher 27th, at which time the present incumbent, Major Burgess, took over 
with T ISgt. Haupt and Morley Cohen rounding out the Operations team. 

During most of the combat period, the Staff Platoon was attached to 
the 5th Armored Division Artillery. However, during the initial penetrat­
ion into the Siegfried Line in September, 1944, the Battalion Headquarters 
~ection was attached to CCR, of the 5th Annored Division. In December~ 
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T /4 Regelski, Sgt. Moore, T /5 McAlpine, T /5 SODders, T/4 Mailliard T /4 Webster, T/4 Coleman, 

T /5 Schumacher, T /5 Ritchie, T i5 Ham lin, T /5 Schultz, T/4 Westphal, T /4 Oleska, 


T /4 Todorow, M /Sgt. Howell, Capt. Bayer, M /Sgt. Kirschbaum, T I5 Van Antwerp, T /4 Cochrane 


1944, when the Battle of the Belgium Bulge broke out, the Commanding · 
Officer and his vehicle, plus the S-2 and S-3 sections left the Battalion 
Headquarters section behind at Hahn, Germany and established a Forward 
Command Post at Rotgen, Germany. They were later joined there by the 
S-l section whic.h moved down from Hahn. Later that month, a Forward 
Command Post was established at Erezee, Belgium, within hearing distance 
of enemy small arms fire and it was here that the Forward CP Group spent 
Christmas, 1944. Again in January, ) 945, the Commanding Offic.er and his 
driver, Baer, together with the S-2 and S-3 sections left the Battalion Head­
quarters Section at Chevron, Belgium, and established a Forward Command 
Post at Gernechamps, Belgium. 

The Battalion Personnel Section headed by WOJG Frank E. Gerlach, 
and the entire section consisting of T / Sgt. Wentworth, Lowery, the Com­
pany Clerks, DeSalle, Bell, Jones, Kutyla, Kronk and driver Bill Reed on 
August 2, 1944 proceeded to the Rear Echelon of the 5th Armored Division 
where they remained during the entire period of combat doing an excellent 
job in performing the manifold duties involved in ha~dling the personnel 
records and the necessary reports required from time to time by the higher 
Headquarters. It was while using the personnel Section truck to bring up 
the necessary gasoline and ammunition in the push from the Weser to the 
Elbe, that Bill Reed, in convoy with other Division trucks was fired upon by 
stray enemy elements with the result that eleven of the trucks in the convoy 
were destroyed. Reed's truck was captured and driven away by the enemy 
hut was later recovered. In attempting to make his way back to the Allied 
lines, Reed was fired upon several times by German civilians but managed to 
get back to safety, unscathed. 

The job of maintaining liaison between the Battalion and Higher Head­
quarters was efficiently handled by 1.. t. Cook (S-3) with drivers Kness anrt 
Bierrneyer. In February, 1945, Lt. Cook left to join the (lth TD Group and 
Lt. ~Ting took over the job of Liaison Officer. 
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Pfc. Nanna, T /4 Frauenpreis, S/Sgt. Mountz, T /4 Torres, 
Pfc. J . Mayer, T IS Patterson, T /4 Carlisle 

THE SUPPLY SECTION 

Had you been able to view the Supply Section 
of the Battalion as it landed in France, the pic­
ture would have been something like this. Captain 
Travis, then Lieutenant, rode in the % ton 
command car and in the same vehicle was 
Slavinski, the section NCO leader, and Lind was 
at the wheel. Stein, the section radio oper'ator, 
was in the rear of the vehicle. Kapitan, the 
assistant Battalion Supply Sergeant rode in the 
weapons carrier with Robinson at the wheel. In 
the rear, if you looked behind the AR's the War 
Department communiques and the mail ba~s 
you would have seen Vazakas, the Battalion 
Supply Clerk, and Petrick, the ever reliable 
lnail clerk. Tobin was placed in complete charge of ammunition, Taggart 
was placed in charge of gas and oil, and Otto Schulz, the oldest man in th~ 
section from the standpoint of service, bounced along with Tobin' s ammu· 
nition section. • 

Upon arriving in Briquebec, the section began the numerous duties in­
volved in supplying and resupplying the Battalion. After a brief two day 
stay there the section moved out. Those who saw it still recall the humorous 
sight that Petrick presented as the section started to move out, clutching 
stray rolls of maps and equipment as he tried to catch up with the vehicle. 
After the rapid dash through France, the section's gr'eatest obstacle from ... 
the standpoint of resupplying the Bat talion was distance. The trips for gas 
and oil, ammunition and rations often was a 50 to 100 miles drive one way. 
The section crossed over into Germany arriving at the never to be forgotten 
town of Wallendorf, Germany. After the withdrawal from Germany in Sept­
ember, 1944, the section returned to Luxembourg \vith the Battalion wher e 
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the section he~an anew to supply the Bet·tis and wants of the or~anizatioll. 
In addition to tilt' normal duties. work was ht'gun on a nt'w '1'/0 and TIE for 

• the 628th Tank Df'stroyer Battalion. The Baitalion next swung uorth anti 
n'-t'utered Germany in tht· Hotl!en s('ctor. Trips fol' supply continued to in­
,oIH" tiuH' and distance. For the first time since landing on the continent 
Iht' section, as well as other units of' tIlt' Battalion. ,\ as hilleted in homt·,;. 
Tht'u followt·d the task of rt'couvertin~ tilt' Battalion, th... M-36 Tank Uf'S­
tro)t'r with the ilion' potent 90 Hllll I!UIl I'eplacinl! tilt' M-IO Tank Destroyt'r. 
Then callle the eVl'ntflil Anlenn('s CaJllpai~n and the next four w(·t·ks found 
the s('ctioll ill Bt·lgiuJIl. alltl it was ill the town of Bomal that tilt' ~wctioll 
spt'nt Christmas alltl New Years. Laft' January a IIII early Fehruary. 19-";;. 
found the section in Holland where the Iwction enjoyed a pleasant stay. 
After the erossin~ of the Hoer. the s('etion ('ontiuu('cl furtiH'r work ou till' 
8th, [)·1,3rcl, and 762ncl changes of '1'/0 and TIE. The section welcolI\('d a new 
addition in the IH-'rson of Frank Mayer in January. 1945. It was during this 
time too that Petrick was n'assigned to the Personnel Section operating witlt 
the Division trains. After a hrief stay in Osterath. the section togt'ther with 
the rest of the Battalion joined the lIlareh aeross the Rhine and then began 
tilt" memorahle slllash across Germany up to the Elbt' River. It was while on 
tllis journt'y that Mayer aehieved t'H'rlasting fame as a fill-in for magicians. 
WIH'n V-E day came the S-4 section by way of et'lt"hrating-. fired thousands 
of German flares into tllt' air on V-E night illuminating the sky anti turning­
night into clay. 

From August, 1944 to mid-Novemher, 194·'" the Supply Section hanelled and 
dplivered 11.378 rounds of 3 inch ammunition. From mid-Novemlwr. 19·11·. 
until the cessation of hostilities 17.992 rounels of 90 mm ammunition wa:-: 
hancllt'c! hy the section. From 1 AlIg\l~t, 19·U. to 30 April, 194[), the supply 
!O('ction proenred and issued 108.000 rations. Thp turnov('r, in ppr('enta~f>. 
of individual clothing- and ('tluipnlt'nt durin~ the entire course of comhat 
was 300 n,;. 

\10TOH MAINTENANCE 

The Battalion Motor Maintenance Section, throughout the entin' period 
of comha t, did ullIeh towards maintaining the vehicles of the Battalion at a 

• 	 hig-h level of pt'rformance and operating efficieney. Oft-times workin~ under 
tlifficult comhat conditions. the Motor Mainkllance Sedioll lIlHIer the leader­
ship of Captain Bayer. took on johs that should have heen handled hy higher 
(·ehelons. hut the technical knowledge Hnd skill of the men in the Motor 
Maintenance Section enabled them to take on and complete these johs. This 
was of fundamental importance hecau!'-e not only was the joh done wdl hut 
,aluahlt' tillle. that ordinarily would have heen lost had tht' vehieles heen 
sent to a higher e(,hdon for repair, was saved. 

A short time after the landing in Franee, welders, Souders and Hichards 
"ere assiglH'd to assist a 3rd Army Ordnance unit to install hedgerow cutters 
on the nUlllller one Destroyer in each platoon of the firing companies. Thi!; 
was the first major piece of work aecomplished on the continent. 

During the operations that entailed the closing of the Falaise Gap. much 
work was performed on the track vehicles. In one instance, a direct hit from 
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illI {'lll'IIIY 88 mm ~h('11 had pUlleilln,d till' fili'I tank of a DI'~tl'OYI'r. tlw ,..111'11 
passin~ throll~h without furtlJ('r dallla~I' to till' Dt'stroyt'l", It thll~ Iw('allw nl'('· 
I·~~an: to ohtaill tht, fIli'I tank~ fro III a DI,~tl'oYI'r that had 1II'I'n pili Ollt 0 1 
actio;} 1H'('alls~' of a fallity tllrrl't tra\('r~in~ Il;~'challism, alld this \\ a" a('­
l'olllplislw(1 ill a n,lativl'ly short perioll of tin/l', 

BI·fo\"(' lIIo\ill~ Oil to Paris, all ill('id.'nt took plal'l' wilhill Ilw \Iolor 
'Iaintl'lIam'(' S(,(,tion that is still rp('alll·t! by all lilt' ('IT", !\1('Alpinl,tll·llOml'" 
iI hand ~n'lladl' Ollt' day. and not kll()\\in~ that Hallilin anll Vall Alltwl'rp 
\\1'1"1' ill IIJ(' ('al. of tlJ(' parts trll('k ~('llill14 Ollt SOIllI' d"hydra\t'd Y'lllaik ,It" 
\Ipinl' pullt'd till' pin a IIII thn'w tlw ~renadl' into that pari of till' \4'hi .. lt­

ol'l'lIpil,d hy till' II·ttn writill~ I'llthusiasts, Pap.. r. p(,l1~ alld II\(' (ltlwr tool,~ 
of till' Iradl' Wt'I't' s('attl'I-(,11 to til(' fOil I' winds as Hantiin alltl Vall Anlwl'r!, 
.1m .. for tlH' 1'0\'1'1' of a lH'al'by I.ru~h. Van Antw,'rp showt'd up at tlJ(' SllppI'/' 
flJ('al thai l'vI'nin~ w .. arill~ tlJ(' lat('s! ill n .. ttlt- I III filS. whill' lIamlill sportl,d 
oj sht't'pish look on hi~ IlI'alllin~ ('Olintt'IIaIH"', \\hil.· IIlOvin14 Ihrou~h FI'an('I'_ 
\\ t'1.stl'r·,.; kno\\ l..d~I' of tilt' FI't'n('h ton~ut' I'nhan(' ..d II ... I.ill of fan' 011 SI'\' 
I'ral o('('a,.;iOllS provid in~ ('hoi('I' add i t iOllS to tilt' --Tt'll in OIH'" 1111'1\11. 

TIlt' \lotor \laintl'ltaIlC(, cn'w wa" kl'pt IHISY makill14 motor ('hall14I'" alld 
tUIlt' lipS on tilt' wht·I·It'd yphi('lt's in 1.llx.'mbollr14 prior to tilt' initial oH(,ll~i\ I' 
into Gnlllany ill St'ptl'llllwl'. 19 ~ L \Xhill' ill Cnlllany, tlJ(' sl,('tioll \\ orkl'l; 
ulldt'r artillpry firp to I'''pair Ihn'p Company "W' M·I () Tallk J)I'slroyn:­
whi('h had 111'1'11 hit I.y "hraplwl ('aIlS"}~ sl'rious radiator It'ak", \\'hill' work· 
ill14 Oll thnit' D,'stroyn" a fourlh pulled in IH, .. dill14 ('11I1('h repair,.;, Todorow, 
LI'llphan, Oll'ska, Vprval'\. S('lllIltz alii I \'1001'1' workl,d 011 tilt' radiatol's, \VI'sl· 
"hal alld \I('A\pillt' 1H'~all tilt, lll'ct'~~al'y work Oll tilt' clutc!lt',.;, 11 0 w..I I. \It'II· 
rilll! and 'laillianl w .. rl' l't'('OH'I'in~ all \1-~(). Ilf'lon14ill~ to tilt' Forward (:0111­
",and Post GnHlp. 0111 of a d('~'p dit..ll. TIlt' work on all sidt's ('o!llillllt'11 at 
Iti~h pit('h, \\'11t'1I tilt' ortit'r ('aliI(' to pn'I><tJ"f' to 1110\1' Ollt. tilt' thn'l' radiator 
joh~ had IWPll (·O/npll'll'l\. It lwcalllt' 1II'(,p"sal'y to to\\ tIlt' 1>1·~troYI'I' with 
'lit' dllich difficulty. Wl'stphal and 1\\,'.\lpinl' ('ontinllill14 to work 011 till" 
",hiclt· all th.. whil,', 

Durin14 tilt' fil-.d}tin~ ill tlw I!lIrt;rI'1l "ore,;t ~I'('lol', litany casllaltil'''; rl'~ld\t'd 
1'1'0111 lIIol-tar fin' anti trl'l' hllrsts and tilt' open tUI'I'I'. lops Oil tilt' i\1.:~() Tank 
l>I'stroy('f"~ affordl'd tilt' ('/'t'ws insid .. IIll' DeslroYI'I''; littll' prott'ction, Captaill 
Bayer. Kirschhalllll. WI'II~tt'r. 'lcAlpill" and SOlid('/',; 1"'14<111 drawin~ "I' plall" 
and d..si~IlS fOI' an arlllO/, .. d lIII'rd top. A plan wa.., dl'si~IlI'd whi('h appt'a/'t'11 
10 offl'l' tilt' Illaxillllllll alllolillt of pl'o\t'ctioll alld at tilt' sarlll' lilllt' did 1101 

Ilampl'r lilt' olwratiolls of tilt' ('/'t'W within tilt' I>I'strO't'I'~ ill cart'vin;! Ollt tllt'ir 
primary flllH'tioll, TIlt' installill~ of thl' tlll'l'l'1 lops IW14an at 011(:1" \\'lwll lilt' 
Battl.. of Ihp Bl'l14iulIl BIII~.. hrokl' out all Dpstrovt'rs w .. rt· 1H'I,tll,d Oil tilt' lillI' 
"0 that til(' work on tilt' turn'l tops \\ <IS at a st:llHlstill durill14 thi~ tilllt', of 
1H'('t'ssity, ,,'Ilt'n tilt' IInit moved to Spa thl' work 011 tilt' IlIrr'" lops wa~ 
contilllll'l\. As tilt' lIllil movl·d fro III 0111' an'a 10 anotllt'r tops w('n' ill~talll'd 
alld Sclml'lIlwinl, Gnlllany, "aw tlH' compldioll of thi,.; ta"k jll~t prior lit 
tilt' ero"sin~ of till' Hhin.. HiH'r. TIlt' tllrn't top proH,d itsl,lf alld dl'1II01l" 
';Iratpd that lilt' work alld toil whieh had lIIadl' it a realitv had nol 1...1'" 
In Yalll, 

Throll~hollt Ihp I'l\tirl' eOlIl'Sl' of ('()\l\baL wI'hlill~ wa~ alwayi'i ill <lI'lflalld. 
i\1ajor I't'lHlir jol.s ~1I('h as tilt' n'pla('i'IIwllt of trani'ifl'/' caH'~. traIlSlllii'ii'iiOIl" 



aud eUf!;ille on'duml johs were IlUllwrOIlS. Tire and tube repair constituted 
allotlwr important item ill the contrilllition of the section to the success of 
the Battalion. Up to the Hoer Hivt'r. parts of eV('I'y type and d('scriptioll 
\\('r1' easily obtained but from the Hoer HiveI' on a scarcity of all parts 
n:istt'll. From the standpoint of statistics. til{' following ('ngille changt'ti 
wt're made durinf!; the course of comLat: Six 'I-10 Diesel enf!;ines_ ten M-36 
Ford engines. fourtct'n Ford (jeep) e!lf!;illes. (,ight GMC enf!;ines. ten Dodf!;!' 
t'lIf!;ines. el,'n'n .IXI) M-B. !\1-20 enf!;lllt's. one Heavy \\recker and one Hadial 
(1'-2) engi n t'. 

THANSPOHTATlON 

Upon deharking in France. it did not take lonf!; for the Trallsportatioll 
Platoon to learn of the rigors of combat. Lt. Winf!; was then in cOlllmand of 
the Transportation section. The Platoon received its first mission UpOll 
landinf!;. BOO rounds of ammunition w('re sorely needed hy the 70lth Tank 
Destroyer Battalion. The Transportation Platoon set out on this mission 
that first night. German planes were out in nUlIllwr strafing the American 
colunms but lwfore the evening was over the men in Transportation got th,' 
amUlunition through to its destination and made the mental notation "missioJl 
<lccolllplished." Upon returning to tiJe Battalion area the next morning, they 
learnetl the Battalion was preparing to hop off. They loaded their trucks and 
Iwgan the historic movement across France. \Vhen they reached Mantes. 
France. it bec:ulle necessary to chanf!;t' tracks on all tanks. The job of haulin/! 
the tracks the necessary 300 miles fell to the Transportation platoon. Thi~ 
aceomplislwd. tilt' llH'n loaded up and began the movement towards the Bel­
~ian bonier. fj pon rt'achin~ the horder. the Platoon refueled the Battalion. 
The IIIl'n in tht' st'ction. sevt'n GM C's plus a platoon from the Hecon­
naissance Company for security reasons. made a 200 mile journt'y for fuel. 
ljpon learnin~ that there waH no fuel available the platoon returned to 
n'join the Battalion. In the interim. the Battalion had moved to Luxelll ­
IlOur~ so tilt' Transportation Hection moved on in order to catch up with tht' 
rt'mainder of tIl{' Battalion. After rt'joining the Battalion, the section again 
iook off for fUl'l and travt'llt'd to Laon. Bel f!;i UIll, some ISO miles distant. 
The nwn waited here sOllie fOllr days iwfort' they were ahle to obtain tIll' 
nt'cessary fllel and wlH'n this had IWt'll accomplisht'd they returned to refut'j 
the Battalion. Then canlt' the initial offl'llsiv(' into Germany. On the fourth 
day. after I'nterin~ Gt'rlllany, word rl'<tclH'd the st'ction that Company "B-­
was in dirt' need of allllllllnition. Ot'spitt, a heavy artillery harra~e. Tiblwts 
and Sal,atort' startt'd out to attempt to f!·ef the allllllllnition through to tht' 
cOlllpany. In tilt' midst of the jOllrlH'v. Iht' fall Iwlt 011 Tibbets' vehielf' broke. 
The IIlt'n dismollnted alld wOl'kinf!; IIlldt'r artillery fif(o proceeded to pu t 
illt'ir extra fan Iwlt 011 tht' vehicle. t'lwldill1! the III to continue tht'ir jOUrIl"Y
,,,,.I to accolllpli"lt tIl{'ir JIIi~sion. At thi.., salll(' tinlt'. word caJIII' down that a 
platoon of COlllpany "A" was trapJwd ,1I't! Ilt'ell,'d allllJlunition. William,.; 
and Otto Schulz set out to attt'mpt to ~t't tilt' allllJlunition throu~h to tl\(' 
irapped platooll. De!-'pitt, the heavy t'llt'my al"lillt'ry harrag-e. they too wert' 
,dde to get thrOlI1!h to tilt' platoon alit! deli v!'!" the Hnlllllillition. 

When tlU' Battle of tlJ(' 13di!-ium BlIl~t' 1)1"01...1' Ollt. S/Sgt. Abet'. Campbell. 
Volsko. l3Iozitis. VCtlis and Lan::ford took tIm'e G}lCs with them and sd 
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