










































































But F company was not there. The battalion commander, Lt. Col
Pritchard, Major Robert J. O'Leary, Lt. Keeby and his reconn men went up but
were stopped by fire from four pillboxés. Our own artillery thought the only
troops there were Germans, so they started sending some in. An engineer
soldier from the 103rd, with some companions, had walked out on a blown
bridge to take measurements for a replacement, when they were fired on.
All escaped except this lone soldier, hidden behind an abutment, close to
the water.

There seemed to be no way to get him out until Lt. Keeby sent to
his armored car for some smoke pots, laid down a smoke screen, and the
soldier escaped.

This brought down heavy fire from the enemy, and brought the
following citation to Pfc. (later sergeant) Mark H. Ray:

I — AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL. Under the provisions of
Army Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, the Broaze Star
Medal is awarded to following named individuals:

Private First Class Mark H. Ray, 34302120, Field Artillery, Head-
quarters Combany, 614th Tank Testroyer Battalion. For heroism in action.
On 19 March 1945 near Nothweiler, Germany, when a blown bridge
prevented a reconnaissance platoon from moving forward in their vehicles,
Private Ray advanced on {oot, carrying his machine gun. The platoon was
immediately pinned down by heavy enemy machine 'gun fire from four well
concaled emplacements, which wounded his section sergeant. Disregarding
the enemy fire, Private Ray assisted the wounded man to the platoon
command post, where he aided in pointing out on a m p, the exact location
of the enemy positions. This infor  “ion proved to be of valuable assistance
in the planning of future operations. Private Ray's actions reflected the
highest traditions of the military service. Residence: Franklin, North
Carolina.

The next day another party ran into hot water at Northweiler. Capt.
Carr, 8-3, Lt. Carey, CO of Company A, Lt. Berry and S5/Sgt Bryant, had
gone to sellect gun positions to cover the road on the Division's left {lank.
After sellecting the positions and while talking over the situation, the
Krauts let Ic  : with a hail of small arms fire. Because of the Krauts’ poor
marksmansb _ al] escaped uninjur 1.

The next day it was discovered that they were within two hundred
yvards of 3 perfectly camoflaged pill box.

Ti 't Force Rhine took off as the Siegiried Line was crossed. Lt.
Serreo Nelson in addition to his own armored cars, had a platoon of light
tanks from the 76st Tankers as he spearheaded the attack of the division.
The task force drove forward to the Rhine River but Lt. Nelson's point ran
into firce opposition at times. At one time, unable to shoot a German officer
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pames and reconn platoons continued to advance with the infantry combat
teams, The reconn platoons were alternating with the 103rd Reconn troop,
as the spear head for the fast moving division.

On May 2nd it was the turn of the 614th Recorn platoons to lead. 1st.
Lt. Joseph L. Keeby, who had won the bronze star for his excellent work
in leading a patrol in the raid on the old mil}, was in ‘command. Just as the
reconn platoons were crossing the German-Austrian border on the outskirts .
of Scharnitz, A itria, the leading armored car ran into heavy fire from anti-
tank weapons and machine guns. S/Sgt. I oy Williams in the leading
vehicle returned the fire but was struck in the arm by the recoil of his own
gun. Lt. Keeby, in the second v " ‘cle, attempted to move around him to
bring his own weapons to bear on the enemy, but his car struck a mine.
Helpless, the men left their armored cars to {ight from the ground. I't. Keeby,
in attempting to get his 50 caliber machine gun of {the vehicle, was instantly
killed, as were Sgt. Williams, T/5 Austin Johnson, T/S Robert L. Smith, and
Pfc. James C. Harper, Pfc. Jerome W, Whitfield had been killed a few days
previous to this,

. Pvt. Thomas J. Phillips was seriously wounded and Pvt. Clifton Moody
was captured, but both were found in Innsbruck when our troops reached
the city.

Lt. Keeby became, pc ht »>usly, the only member of the battalion
to receive three decorations, the Silver S° , Broi : Star, and Purple Heart.
His Silver Star citation follows:

HEADQUARTERS 103d .NFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General
APO 470, U. S. Army
23 May 1945

GENERAL ORDERS)

NUMBER -— 142)

I — AWARD, POSTE"™MOUS, OF SILVER STAR. Under the
provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended. the
Silver Star is awarded, posthurnot 'y, to following na :d individuals:

* FIRST LIEUTENANT JOSEPH L. KEEBY, 01823168, Field ~ tillery,
First F ‘onnaissance Platoon, 614~ Tank Destroyer Battalion. For gallantry
in action. On 2 May 1945, near Scharnitz, Austria, when the leading vehicle
of a task force was hit by enemy fire, LIEUTENANT KEEBY immediately
took the lead position in his armore car. Disregarding he¢ ry e :my -
tank, small arms and machine gun fire, he moved forward to seize critical
bridges located in the town. When an anti-tank shell knocked out his
armored car he was fatally wound¢ * by machine gun fire. His aggressive
actions which disclosed the enemy gun positions and led to the capture of
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1945
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1945
1945
1945
1945
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1945
1945
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1945

Jeffries, QOdell
Robeson, James J.
Howard, Kenneth
Sturdivant, Jesse T.
Thomas, Charles L.

Simmons, Peter

Phipps, William H.
Riley, Lucius
Tabcon, William L.
Hockadey, Al Jr.

Perry, James A.
Modlin, Willie

Patrick, Sam
Johnson, Linwood

Murph, Shelton

Tobin, Leon
Whitfield, Horace L.
Robertson, Roosevelt
Booker, "illard L.

Bland, Paul

Forte, Ormond A.
Moncrief, Martin -

- Jarrett, Scott

Eaton, Henry
Harris, Bonnie O.
Mitchell, George W.
Tabron, William L.

Welch, Wilbert

West, Walter

Knight, Whit L.

King, Plato

Hanebel, Thomas J.
Bullock, Robert L.

Jones, Reed Jr.

Punch, George H.
Rattler, Charlie B.
Spell, Blease

Reese, Clarence

Parker, Tancharad L.
Barbee, James E.
Swinger, Curtis F

Dobey, Albert T.
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1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
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1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945
1945

Weeks, Riley
King, Beauregard
Latson, Lester L.
Gibson, Elijah A,
Hart, Henry R.
Russell, Robert B.
Harries, Aubrey
Dobey, Albert T,
Wright, George A.
Williams, James

' Fultz, Carol

Evans, John H.
Mitchell, Thomas

McRougald, James F.

Joynes, T nest .
Berry,.” "1m
Phillips, Hubbert
Parker, James W.

Deloney, Levitus A

Beamon, Robert
Smith, Thurston B.
Taylor, Charlie P.
Booker, Leroy
Burgess, Earl J.
Mixon, Arthur Jr.
Love, L1 11 J.
Williams, Frank J.

Pfc
Capt
Tec §
Sgt
Pvt
Pfc
Pfc
Pic
Pvt
Pvt
Pfc
Pfc
Pvt
S/Sqt
Sgt
2nd Lt
Tec 4
Cp)
Tec 5
Pic
Pfc
Pfc
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
Tec 5
Pfc

Whitfield, Freeman J:Pfc

Keeby, Joseph L.
Williams, Leroy
Johnson, Austin L.
Smith, Robert L.
Harf . James C.

Whitfield, Jercme W.

Durham, Samuel
Phillips, Thomas J.
Kelley, E* er J.
Pa " :r, James O.

1st Lt
Sgt
Tec 5
Tec 5
Pfc
Pic
Pfc
Pvt
Cpl
Pvt

Thompson, Willie Jr. Tec 4

Gary, Ja s L
Harris, F ¢

Johnson, Gearge H.
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LIA
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LIA
LIA
LIA
LIA
Died
KIA
LWA
SWA
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SWA
LWA
SWA
SWA
SWA
LWA
KIA
LWA
LWA
KIA
KIA
KIA
KIA
KIA
KIA
KIA (Med Det)
KIA

LWA

Died Non-battle
DOl

SIA

LIA

LIA

LIA

Non-battle



4 May 1945 Miles, Tolbert Pvt LIA

4 May 1945  Littles, Arthur Pvt LIA
4 May 1945  Garner, Ben 't F, Pvt LIA
5 May 1945 Booker, Sami | Sgt LWA
5 May 1945 Davis, Wylon Tec § LWA

LEGEND: KIA - Killed in action
LWA - Lightly woun¢ 1 in action
LIA - Lightly injured in action
SW A-Slightly wounded in action
MIA-Missing in action

As the years pass and men who were members of this organization
grow older, memories of the horrors of war will grow dim and fade away.
But many things will remain in the minds of those who saw them. For
instance:

Lt. Burch, with Magby as driver, ran right into a tank battle at Hatton.
Sent out to contact the unit on our right, Lt. Burch, so says Magby, lost the
road. " "eutenant, there aint no GII. 's down this r¢ 1" Mag.;hy! says he told
him. But, as Magby tells the stc ,, the lieutenant insisted he was right while
Magby * »pt insisting he had never been on that road. They drove into a
little town and then lall hell broke loose, They remained in the town only as
long as was necessary, and when they left, exploding shells followed the
Hell Kitten right down the road.

No one who ever walked into the "head” on the LST that brought
battalion headquarters across the channel could ever forget the sight of the
cer« ony by which Captain Charles J. Richard became allistant ° ittalion
chaplain. Chaplain Johnson, seasick all the way, was on his knees, his head
over a bowl, Cheerful Captain Richard walked in, but at the sight of the
chaplain he too went to his knees in the next cubbyhole. "Oh, Lord", shouted
the chaplain he heaved. "Oh, Lord”, came from Captain Richard. as he too
heaved. The battle of “Lords” we ' on, and whan the two left neither had
strength to say "Oh”, much less "Lord".

In the town of Lampersloch, as Col. Pritchard, Major Robert J. Q' :ary,

and Lt. Leonard I. Burch were making a reconaissance preparato _ to
szing the CP to the town, the Krauts, disturbed by the sight of Maghy
running around looking for schnapps. opened fire with 88's. Magby ran into
a house with two other drivers, Lt. Burch picked another house, the C. O.
picked a third, but Major O'Leary picked a pile of tile. The C. O. was
where he could watch Major O'Leary, crouching behind the tile as the
shells whistled in. The expression on the O'Leary face turned from doubt
to anxiety, to wonder, to despair, to hope, and then, as the shelling ceased,
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Smitty, CharMe Jr.
Stacy, John Jr.
Shelby, Thomas
Baker, Samuel P.
Lame, Jack:
Fortune, Corpelius
Fultz, Caral

Dean, Guy

Gatea, Fran) ™
Johoeon, James D.
Moore, Louis V.
Parker, Ofto Jr.
Culh |, Lewis D.

Carey, Edward J.
Mams, Lewts H.
Covothers, T arles L
Barnes, Robert
Gilmore, Jamas Jr.
Green, Lester B.
W tbush, Robert
Evans, George W.
Walker, William A.
Beamon, Robert
Brown, James J1.
Linebarger, ~ " "ert
Taylor, Cha ™ P.
Washbum, F ™ S.
Davis, Wilston
Young, Willia— T.
Berry, C. L.
Pressley, James W.
Wilscn, Eleazer
Perry, William W.
Savage, Withiam
King, Wilkiam T.
Willis, Peter L
Brew ., Isaac F.
Garmett, Robert C,
McBrayer, W™ i J,
Booker, Raymond B.

Pvt Alen, Philkip

Cpl Thome, Celesius A.
Sqt Boyd, Johnnie

T/5 Jakes, Eddie L

Pvt icl Dawson, Walter Jr.
Pvt 1cl Lee, lsaac

Pvt Figgs, James R,
Pvt Cozart, James

Pvt MaTis, Everet

Pvt Ford, Nathanie] D,
Pvt Ray, James E,

Pvi Martin, Grady

Sagt Fearringtom, Curlin

SECOND PLATOON

2nd Lt Mickles M. G.
S/Sgt Moody, Clifton L.
Pvt 1cl White, Algernon B.
Pvt Bocker, Leroy

Cpl Davenport, Walber L.
Pvt icl Barker, "idie L.
Pvt icl Fleming, ~ nest

Sgt Grace, Johu D,

Pvt 1ci Bass, Nathaniel

Pvt 1cl Durham, S¢ el
Cpl Aléerman, Banks
Pwt 1cl Guyion, Macon

Pvt 1cl Layne, . "hur M.
Pvi Willian - Frank J.
Sqt Smith, Thurs'on B.
Pvi Mixon, Arthur Jr.
Pvt lct Blackley, Avery L
Pvi Alfred, Endin A.
Pvt Purvis, C les H.
Pvt Ballard, Willis
Pvtlcl - Halbert, Eulis

Pvt Icl Benmett, Leomard G.
Pvt Robinscn, Christo) " er C.
T/5 Perter, Prestom O,
Sqt Turner, Led A.

Pvt Dekrpey, Levitus A.

Pvt 1cl Holloway, Henry L.
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Pwt
Pvt Ici
Sgt

T/5
Pvt Icl

Pwt

Pvt Ici
Pvt icl
Pvt icl

Pvt 1cl
Pvt
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Pwt

Pwt

Pvt
T/5
Sqt
Opl
Pwvt Ict
Pvt
Pvt icl
Pvt
Pvticl
Pwt
Pwvt
T/5

Sgt

Pvt 1ct
Pwt
Pwt
Pwvt
Pwt
Pwvt
Pvt
T/S












Moore, Dawita Pvt 1cl Hill, Tommia

“rasty, Wilkam H. Pvt Owemz, Gearge W.
Johoson, Joseph E. Pvt . Adair, Wilhe D,

I “erson, Herbem E. Pvt Benmett, Hemry L.
Shepherd, Joyca T. Pvt Cunn’ gham, Rinley
Bonner, Alex: ler Sqgt Moare, Claude
Green, James P. Pvt lcl Hales, John A,

Love, Larell J, T/5 Woody, Otis Jr.
McKnight, Walter P. Pvt 1cl Jackson, Sylvester L.
Nesbitt, Horace L. Pvt 1cl

Pviicl
Pvi icl

3332313

T/5

COMPANY “C" 614TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS
(Thomas, Charles L. 1st Lt Foster, John

£~ ng, Floyd J. 1stLt Ha bel, ..omas J.
McCormry, Jesse J. W,  1stSqt. Jeffries, Menin H,
Claybrook, Harvey S Sgt Lindsey, = ey S.
Johmson, Jobnmie S'Sgt Phillips, Hubbem
Love, Ulyesses N, S'Sgt McCloud, Arthur
Page, Arthur S'Sgt Murctison, Lacy L.
- Trsom, Warren G. T/4 Norman, Bradley L.
J =, John E. T/4 Wablace, Walter
- Punch, Georgz H. T/4 Weeks, Riley
Warner, Paul T/4 McKinney, Strakard
Wright, Russzll E. T/4 Woode, Sam J.
Kirk, Herschel S, T/4 Hawkins, Joseph E,
Mczs, Elberi Cpl
: FIRST PLATOON

(Smith, WaMer S, 1t Lt Crump, Charlie B.
“'urkey, Christopher J. S/Sgt Ivey, FI k

Owens, Clarence Sqgt Collier, Jim C.
Rathff, Dave Pvticl Shaw, Hezekiuh
Jones, Robert L. Pvt Griffin, Hemry B.

. Hopkins, Maosi Pvt 1cl Banks, Eddie L.
Jones, Chesterfield Sgt Keamey, Robert L.
Pettigrew, Otis Pvt Campbell, David W,
Cutler, Cu ifard T/5 Ford, Delgar

W " lell, Thovas J. Pvt .~ Blaine, Harol E.
C ents, Frea - Pvt Reeves, Amthor L.
Jc©  on. \eorge H. Pvtia Cotion, Lepoieon

C ‘ffin, Roy Pvt - Palim, J-  E.
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T/5
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T/5
T4
Pvt ici
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Cpl Nash, William T.
Tec 4 Jones, Roy D.
Pfc Moore, James

Pvt Hughes, Charles C
Pvt Copeli i, John

Pvt Cunnini * im, Robert L., Jr.

Pvt Crisp, Leroy

Pvt Dancey, Will n H.
Pvt Duncan, Jax

Pfc Frye, Juliar R.

Pvt QGarmer, Bennett F.
Pvt Green, Herman

Tec 5 Hauck, Jerome A.
Tec 5 Holland, Johnnie
Pvt James, Clare e E. Jr.
Pvt Johnson, Frank L,
Pvt Littles, Arthur

Tec 5 Lovett, Jz ‘e

Pvt Miles, Tolbert

Pvt Mitchell, Joseph

Tec 5 Nichols, Alfred
Cpl Nunley, Willie B.
Pvt Parker, Blanchard L.
Pvt Pinckney, James W.
Pvt Reese, Clarence

Sgt ~ ‘ter, John A.

Pfc T \s, Sam, Jr.
Tec 4 Thomas, “Js~—h, Jr.
Pvt Weaver, Lawrence W.
Pvt Williams, Lott D.
Pvt Williams, Dudley
Pvt Williams, C! :les A.
Pvt Wilson, Willie

Pvt Bonner, Linnie B.
Pvt Carr, Joseph L.

Pvt Bowers, Felix A.

Pvt Gore, Richard C.
Pvt J: " on, Lloyd

Tec 5 Johnson, George.H., Jr,

Pic Til vy, William H,
Pfc Young, Paul A.
Pvt Leek, John D.

Pvt

333332

fc
fc

Pic

o o

1233333333

Pvt
Cpl
Pvt
Pic
Pvt
Pfc
Cpl
Pic
Pvt
Pvt
Pfc
Pvt
Pvt

McDade, Alfred J.
Mitchell, Thomas
Mooie. Thomas L.
Parker, James O.
Smith, Nathaniel

W ker, Solomon
Williams, Alfred T,
Wilson, Charles E.
W, John H,

York, George E.
Wilson, George B.
Massey, Eldrege
Millner, Arthur E.
Ogbum, Charles E.
Patrick, Willie
Thompson, Edward R.
Will hite, George
Williams, Leroy
King, Napoleon L.
Wilkerson, Joseph W., Ir.
Williams, Charles M.
Greene, James A.
Nash, William T.
Roberts, Sampson
Dunlap, Arthur
Edwards, Vincent Jr.
Fox, John T.

Folks, Noah

Green, Charlie R.

Hi ‘sfield, W' 'am H.
Harris, Walter

Leath, John E
Morris, Robert
Doxon, Robert

Tec 5 McAllister, John R.
Tec 5 Freeman, Richard S.

Pfc
Pic
Pfc
Pic
Pic
Pic
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Mo "y, James R.
Rascoe, Joe

Skrine, Ed

Moore, Jack

Poston, Steve V.

Ri: " ardson, Donald B.






Pvt Crisp, Leroy

Pvt Dancey, William H.
Pvt Duncan, James

Pfc Frye, Julian R.

Pvt Gamer, Bennett F.
Pvt Green, Herman

Tec 5 Hauck, Jerome A.
Tec 5 Holland, Johnnie
Pvt James, Jr. Clarence E.
Pvt Johnson, Frank L.
Pvt Littles, Arthur

Tec 5 Lovett, Jamie

Pvt Miles, Tolbert

Pvt Mitchell, Joseph

Tec 5 Nichols, Alfred
Cpl Nunley, Willie B,
Pvt Parker, Blanchard L.
Pvt Pinckney, James W,
Pvt Reese, Clarence

Sgt Saulter, John A,

Pfc Thomas Ir., Sam

Tec 4 Thomas Jr., Joseph

Pvt Weaver, Lawrence W.

Pvt Williams, Lott D,
Pvt Wi ams, Dudley
Pvt Williams, Charles A,
Pvt Wilson, Willie

Pvt Bonn¢ _ Linnie B.
Pvt Carr, Joseph L.

Pvt Bowers, Felix A.
Pvt Gore, Rict d C.
Pvt Jackson, Lloyd

Tec 5 Johnson, George H., Jr.

Pfc Tillery, William H.
Pfc Young, Paul A,
Pvt Leek, John L.

Pvt McDade, Alfr¢* J.
Pvt Mitchell, Thomas
Pvt Moo. Tbh as L.
Pvt Parker, i 5 O,
Pvt Smith, Nathaniel
Pvt Wa™ er, Solomon
Pvt Williams, Alfred T.
Pvt Wilson, Charles E.
Pfc Wise, John H.

Pifc York, George E.
Pvt Massey, Eldrege
Pfc Wilson, George B.
Pvt Millner, Arthur E.
Pvt Mosley, Clex ' 1d H.
Pvt Ogburn, Char ; E.
Pvt Patrick, Willie

Pvt Thompson, Edward R.
Pvt Willhite, Geor~~
Pvt Williams, Leroy
Pvt King, Napoleon L.

Pvt Wi" erson, Jr.,, Joseph W.

Pvt Willjams, Charles M.

56



	614th - Page 1
	614th - Page 3
	614th - Page 5
	614th - Page 6
	614th - Page 7
	614th - Page 8
	614th - Page 9
	614th - Page 10
	614th - Page 11
	614th - Page 12
	614th - Page 13
	614th - Page 14
	614th - Page 15
	614th - Page 16
	614th - Page 17
	614th - Page 18
	614th - Page 19
	614th - Page 20
	614th - Page 21
	614th - Page 22
	614th - Page 23
	614th - Page 24
	614th - Page 25
	614th - Page 26
	614th - Page 27
	614th - Page 28
	614th - Page 29
	614th - Page 30
	614th - Page 31
	614th - Page 32
	614th - Page 33
	614th - Page 34
	614th - Page 35
	614th - Page 36
	614th - Page 37
	614th - Page 38
	614th - Page 39
	614th - Page 40
	614th - Page 41
	614th - Page 42
	614th - Page 43
	614th - Page 44
	614th - Page 45
	614th - Page 46
	614th - Page 47
	614th - Page 48
	614th - Page 49
	614th - Page 50
	614th - Page 51
	614th - Page 52
	614th - Page 53
	614th - Page 54
	614th - Page 55
	614th - Page 56
	614th - Page 57

