HISTORY OF THE
608TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALIO

"THE LOST BATTALIOR"

It is the 1941 Carolina Meneuvers -- weary nen Gragzing towed 75'g
anc. 37's through the sands under the hot, Southern stm ~~ wooden guns mounted
on old car wheels -~ a few decrepit 0ld water-cooled achine Zung -- g
niscelany - of broken-drwn jeens aad half-ton weapons~carriors moving into
posZiton, - this i the 8th Livisior Antitank Bn (Provisional), Cu~ leader
iz = HMajor by the name of Fnnis -- a Light~haired West Pointer wilh a2 Southern
drapl -~ a man who wouldn't sk his men to do anytxin_ he wouldnit do himself,

The days are long -~ one position to anothir —— alizys on the move

trying to keep up with the 30th Infantry, the outfit w. are suoporting --
#ood eather, bad weather -~ argumonts with umpiris -~ artillery shelling
anl. eventually of course the sirqns on the airplanos ©old vs “he maneuvers
vere over,

There is a conforence at a place called Fort Locls = llaryland -~ The
Carolina Maneuvers have given birt» to a now iden - i cordon defense was
scrapyed and the tank destroyer idea is born. )
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Dee 15, 1941, in Fort Jackson, South Caroline ~- Thime was a rumor shout
tonl destroyers - some called it "Suicide Squad" - Something new and strange,
The cadre is being organized -- the sergeants are collin. out long lists of
naes =~ dourhboys from the 13th and 28th Infantry ~- artillerymon from the

28y 43rd and 56th Picld -~ rogular army; carly volzilzers, and national
guorc, They will be all one outfit now ~- we arc e 207%- Tamlk Destroyer
Batvtalion, ‘

Je are in a tent city, with the main offico bl Unne in huts locatod
out in the barren Carolina sands in the ol iCA area, ==It is here that we
are first called the "Lost Battalion" --Qur bosc nov is a cheerful and chubby
Captain by the name of Moore -- the officcrs azo mortly reserve and National
Guard -- Abrahams, Smith, Simmons, Brown, Sloter, Black, Burley, Aams, Boyls-
ton, Shirley, Wilks, Batson, Hendrix, Zward, Doutvell ~-{Some of them are
dcad now or gone to other battalions - some shovetails aro Captains and
Majors), _

Things go along casily cnough in the nwr Zet®alion for about & month -
on January 14th there is a slight chan~c, ~ watzr a ¥cojor (Later L3 0o,
by the name of Ringsdorff ~- he is a lovable clé brute both leved and hated
at the same time, with a distinet flair for 420 vernacular —- fror scratch
he is Cestined to build the outfit to fighiing “rim -

February -- we move from the sands irts tha wrooleg, thore to carve out
our battalion arca in virgin timber -- Pionncr Comany is forwed (et
carly ancestor of Roconnaissance Commany ) - thoy arc the men who Go the
hard work; who build the roads, strengthen thc brilges, and »lay wilh dyna~-
mite - .

The March winds blow in 400 rccruits e green reeruits -~ pood, bad,
and indifferent reccruits - but most of thom i1l moke gool soidicrs. They
are all Pennsylvania Dutchmen -- Yankecs -- %he vsial exguamsnt: cbovd who
won the Civil War (War between the States), but the men £anl7 egeoc thet
it is not nccessory to start a scparaie. bettolion It is basic training for
these men --. thirtcen long wecks -- calisthenics, drill, rosd marches,
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diseinline and courtesy, articles of war, map re Qing, sun drilt, ficld
fortifications -- you're in the Army now, sold o -- the endless routine.
July -- the terrible, hot, hot days -- o hisloric hike te a pleuce
called "Tank Hill" to attend a roview for Lord Louis Howntbotten, "iar of
the Commandoes -- a hike through swishing scnd with the thermomoter hitting
10/, degrees == 94% of the men fall out, so “ho nowly oromotcw 1w o7, Rings-
dorff dceides we are physically unfit - resuif: wo hit the ovab overy doye-
run five minutes, walk five minutes, run {ive, woll five -~- rvery ddy ~- all
rnorning.
, It is the boginning of Scptomber -- thelc is o rumor we are going to
Tennessee Mancuvers -- instced we are to ge o Comd Hood, Terzas - o0 the new
Tank Destroyer Center to receive our advonce troining -- theve ie somothing
new in the air -- hurry and bustle ~- flot-cors, soncoles, freight cars --
blocking crews nailing crows, wiring croweg --' 2fficors going arcund and
cheocking cverything -- On the 5th we roll out, destination —- Texos!
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Hore we aro -~ the train pulls into o rather borren, rather sparcely
scttled place called Coppuras Cove, and comes %o a Finel halt -- we moke our
first accuaintance with Texas gumbo, that ‘teoncelovs mud vhich cakes to your
shoes and comes off casily - after o paticnt holf~hour of labor -~ The long
linc of vchicles makes its way into the now comw along sunken, mired rocds -~-
flc are about the first to move into the now barrocks, the first to cxpericnece
the dubious honor of tosting Camp Hood water ~ a murly creation that derives
its taste from o woll-used cement-mixer,

Extreme dry heat or muddy gumbo --Killeen o Gatesville (compared to
those warn nights in Columbia) ~- we expericnce o thousond inconvenionces,
but they orce as nothing, for this was to be our fincl drive before the big
show -=- we arc rcody for the rcal thing, ~- iz 2230 work herd -- their mottle
is meosurcd on the firing ransc where our men corn the complincnts of visiting
Inglish gonerals who witnoss the firing with Arny Grownd Forecs General
Leglic J, McNair, We break 2ll cxisting rocords oxn .50 Cal. AA firve with
75% hits, =~ Morale is high -~ A half-dozen soll-~rooelled 75's on half-
tracks roll into the battalion towerds the ond 20 owr AFIC training -- it
looks as if we arce ready -- Onc or two of the noi-hboring battalions pull
out to go overscas.

New orders come down -~ we arc going to Fort Leonord Wood, Missouri, o
large cngincer and ortillery camp (possibly for Fincl touching-up on indiroct
firc before the big fight?) -- agein the hurry and rush -~ flot cars, gondolas,
freight cars, box cors -- blocking, nalling, ond wiring gongs -- officors and
railrocad officials chuck cverything ~- wo »ile aboord ineluding o newly
acquirced batch of almost 400 rceruits, and on Jeonuery & we roll ~-

fle move into the now Inrge and sociable exrm ond got settleod -- but things
arc not too well arrangced with the officers biousod cbout o milc or so fron
the mon so thoy have o be hauled back and foril: by truck ~- and the barracks
with the recruits awvay fron the main buildings by about half a nile -~ Motor
Stables cvery morning (9th Detochment reforred o it og the Holy Cerenony
of Motor Stables - o scntimont not exactly shored by the nen who had to per-
form the Ceremony) =-- cold, cold winter doys ond nights -- o truck has to
be droggud for ten feot before the rear whools com move, the grease in the
differential is so stiff -~ men worming thedir hands by the hot oxhaust --
or just shivering in the cold --
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_In spite of the weather our vchicles ore kept in cxcollont condition
by Lt Col. Patrick, our‘now boss, the silent Scotisnan who lays great stross
on motor mointenance and militory courtesy, - and who does not $alk much.
The nower officers who camc out of Camp Hoodls Tank Destroyor 0CS beginning
back ot the end of October begin to come into their own ~— men who know what
the man on guard or k.p, foels like =-- meny of then get their start working
with the .lst anrd 2nd Recruit Training Componics =~ later are destined to
take over all the Compeny Commonder jobs ond nony other koy positions, -~
The new recruits, from Ohio and Indiona, from the factories and defense
plants, arc good men and they vork hard w- finclly they join the older men
in the companics, get into their advance training.

April 9 -~ the Battalion novos out ints the £icld still on the Reserva~
tion for five or six days ~- rainy and cold ~- Jong lines of vehicles on
the trek to Tennessee -~ trock-laying vehicles Doing blocked onto railway
cars -- we roll into the maneuver area Zpril 1$ atter o historic party ot a
place called - Cape Girardeauy -- ' '

The Battle of Tennessee -- we usually oncrate with the 630th and 654th
Tank Destroyer Battalions, all of the 2nd 1D Erigade ~- (Little did we know
that the S-3 of that Brigads was to be our Battalion Commander later,)

While some of us are wmpiring with our neignioring battalion and former
South Carolina friend, the 630th, most of us are involved in those gigantic
weekly operations in which the TD's eperate with an infantry division against
the 5th Armored Division suoported by the Blve Infantyy w-

Tennessee mud -- Tennessee roads which are %there but you can't get
through them -- Roads which are gupposed to be there but aren't -- Half-tracks
stuck in a creek -- Tennessee slit-trenches, "the grave-digger's nightmare" --
Tennessee towns over weckends when therc are no restrictions - Lebanon -
Nashville, -~

Occasional battles where we win -- battles where we are cut to ribbons
and the Bn Comdr and Co Comdrs are lost or coptured ~- artificial casualtics,
and herc and there a real one -- bivouac %o position in recadiness to firing
position to rallying vosition -- slit-trenches, seeurity, camouflage of ve-
hicles, driving blackout -- motoreyclists wacecsingly riding with death on
blackout marches ~- we argue with umpires, cursc them -~ and not always under
our breath -~ Circular 17 (later Lh) —= Geme the circvlars, when men are
hungry they must eat, when they arc thirsty they will drink =-- Sometimes it
seems only a battle for the Generals.

Just before the last twe operations, it is lcarned that our M-10's are
coming in from Camp Forrecst where the drivers haove beoen taking a two-weeks
course -- They arrive on the weekend just after Operation 4, a terrible

problem in which the rear cchelon was ovorruan by tanks and our firing com-
panies were knocked to picces -~ Near the cntrance to the areca the Bn Comdr

stands - proud, and many of us are watching cs the big iron monstors grind
thelr grumbling and dusty way into the tent aroa 3n slow and majestic file --
the gun commanders and drivers arc dusty and a 1itile tired, but they are
smiling, -- In short order cvoryone is climbing on the iron animals, asking
questions. and riding oround in the beasts -~ The men are ready to go into the
next battle with renewed confidence and heightened morale -- In the far future,
they await the day, they will be ready when it comeg ~-
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Operation 7 -=- skirmishes -- Reds protect brilschoead south of the Cum-
berland River -~ 27 out of 36 destroyers ars winad ouwt, the Battalion is
smashed cven worse than it wns in 0-6 ~- Tho 5th Lzmored Division is funce
tioning with a vengeance,-- Operation & -- o fuerd on area north of the
River against Blue attack from the south -~ we are heavily ongaged with the
encmy when the sirens roar and the radio tel’c us thai, for us, mancuvers
at last arc over.--

Back to a tent camp -- wocks of prcpaxecion, worrics ahout alert regula-
tions, POM, orioritics, and paperwork =- prorsriy chocks -- things become
more-sorious, it looks as if this is it -- Jime -9, we pack uvp and roll
again -- nailing, wiring, blocking crcws, ond o motor coqvoy -~ destination,
Camp Atterbury, Indiane, the first really nortlern camp the Battalion has
cver touched -- & small and hospiteble camo noor o laz go and hospitable torm -~
Indianapolis, Now the rcal work begins -- Jizing eapon we hove on
the range -- from the small arms carbine Firfis to tho destructive 3-inch
firing -- we are shooting the works, mven to Zadircct fire with the 3-inch
gun, Under the now Bn Comdr - Lt Col, frbury - o mon who has the reputation
for working hard and playing hard -- the Battolion is sharpened up for the
orcéeal to come -~ we are on the alert, and the Jost 1_“319 details are being
ironced out -~

Scicentia ~- the mcn have the “nowledge, they know what to doj Paticntin -~
they have the paticnce for which they hmVC'fﬂlqu in some cascs for two long
years; Fortitude -- they have tho courage and the will to do it., 1In short,
the mon want actiony they want to moke 1hc words on the Battalion crest mcmn
something, -- Two 1euks out of cvery momth in the £icld, therc to carry out
regular garrison training -- but finally vhen the weather gets terridbly
cold the powcrs finally menage to keop us from heing out in the field for
the full two wecks, --

We go through a battury of tesis ~- firing Lo“Ls ~= tactical tosts m-
air-groumd testgm—--—- and we then rcoceive the mosi vnwolcome ncws that
we are off the alert. But the Colonel docs not :olcx in his cfforts and
there seems to be some hope we may be aleried apein. “hon it happens -
ordcrs come down Deccmber 13, from Army Ground Forcos, the details filled
in by Sccond Army -~ ¢ are to be inactivcoted, the offcetive date set for
December 20,

There is a strange and frogic irony in tho Zfale of the 608th ~- Dec. 15,
1941 -~ Battalion cctivated; Dec. 15, 1942 -~ Dottelion roedy to go over;
Doc, 20, 1943 -~ Battalion inactivaoted, FPut LA goite of evorything, we all
know that the 608th Tank Destroycr Battalion las beon a good battalion, and
our well-trained men and officers will male otlzer good batialions when they
carry their training and their spirit to other orgjoniszations, more fortunate
than the outfit which was once, and is now ggoin -~ WTHE LOST BATTALION®,




