
l 

'i'~ DVSS1FIt ';",:.:':;. .f6 l' .;.!"IJ 
1\lIlhollly . .:~:,,-='-tl 
~M "Of()':1{ly..l.L'.._.. NNlA, f)~t,\ d!=.,.______... ••_ ... I_.,~:.:

...., 

HEADQUARTERS
 
"pO'!TH .TANK :DESTROYER BATI'ALION
 

AP0230 

1 
?~Y 

1 February 1945 
, l.'
 

SUMMARY OF OPERATIO};J'S
 

(period - 1 to 31 Jan 1945, incl) 

A. Locations at Beginr.ing of Period: 

1. En GP ... At BERUS, GERMANY (2474). f?A.I {J,H-PCHEfJ 

2. Hq Co, with one section 2nd Rcn plat a.ttached. 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

3. Co 
(a) 
(b) 

(2881) • 
4. Co 

positions. 
5. Co 

Co CP - At BmIJS.
 
One section 2nd Ren plat atchd :to Co A.
 
1st Rcnplat - At CARLSBRUNN (3264).
 
3rd Rcn pla.t - At WERBFLN (3172).
 

A, with one sectic11 2nd Ren plat atchd. 
Co Cp ... At SAARLAUTERN (2980). 

fo '1s- 6 Tlllt=- O'V. 

Platoons occupying positions in b~idge-head area of SAARLAUTERN-RODEN 

B - Assembled in vicinity of M:ERTEN (2273), with platoons in indirect fire 
• , 

C - Iri area of BERWElLER (2175), with platoons in indirect fire positions. 
6. Service Co - In IT1',~SOORF (2178), with personnel section in LES ETANGS (0161). 

Be Opere.tions for Period: 

1 Jan 1945: 

1. En CP - No char-gee 
2. Hq Co, 1 €lss one section 2nd Ron plat ­

(a) Co CP - No change. 
(b) . let Ron plat - Continued to maintai n contact with 121 at Cav Sqd. ~ 
(c) ~rd Rcn plat - Maintained contact with 1st En 378th Ir..f and 106 CaY Sqd. ~ 
(d) Pioneer plat - Continued preparation of road block ir., area of ST AVOLD, ~ 

(2556). \ 
3. Q:) A, with one section 2nd Rcn plat atchd - . ~ 

(a) No change in die;position. Fired at 2 houses in SAARLAUTERN-RODEN (2882). 
4. Q:l B - }h che.nge in disposition. Fired 13 harrassing and 2 BP registrations. ~I 

5. Cb C - No change in disposition. Fired 4 harrassin.g and 1 BP registration. '-1 

~ Jan 1945: I 
~ 

1. l.To change in di sPo e:i tions of any units. .~~ \ 5 1~~\l"2. Q:l B - Fired on 12 harrassing missions.
 
3.• Q:l C - Fired on 5 harrassing missions. w
 

~,3 Jan 1945: (~~., 
~: :.: ~_:,No chenge. ~ ~ 1, 

(a) 2nd Rcn plat an~ ,~ion plat assembled at BERUS. ~, K" 
(b) No change in oth'er element s. -YV\J~' 

3. Q:l A­
(a) Relieved from positions in SAARLAUTERN-RODEN (2882) and FRAULAUTERN 

(3081). Cb CP moved to BJlRWEILER (2175). One plat closed in BERWEILER, two plats 
in process of rel'ier and movement t ', .. ~" .•.,_._._'~~;,"
Ii. V -tf II '~:'''·''~'P~~:f"tw . \'\ \ }If
1~ ~_ 



, 
(aamuary of Operationtl, r- Tn Bn, month of Ja.nuary 194"'­

".' 
(3 lap 1945, coat'd) 

4. Co B - No change in location or mi.don. Fired on 1 base rolnt registration 
and 12 barra.sing mission•• 

5. Co C­
(a) Fired on 12 harrassing missions. 
(b) Effecting relief of Co A in bridge-head area or SAAm.AtJTERN-ROOi:~. Co· 

(P mO'fed to SAARL.A.trrmN (2980). Platoons in process of relief. 

4 lID 1945. 

1. Hq Q) .. No actirity. 
2. Co.A. - 1!oyed to BI:RWmER., closing in at 032045. 
3. Q) B" Fired 14 harraseing mi••ions and 2 base point rpgistration•• 
4. Co C .. Closed in and cOl!pleted occupation of position in bricl..-he_ area 

at 1845. Destroyed 4 house8 and fired on 2 pUl boxes, neutralizing one, thfi. ere_ of 
the other surrendereel. 

5 Jan194S. 

1. Co A - lI'ired 1 repstration. 
2. Co B - Fired 2 registrations and 14 barrassing miuions. 
3. Co C - Fired on 1 hou.e and 2 pillboxe•• 

6 Jill 1945. 

1. Hq Co - 2nd Ren p1 at repl aced 3rd Rm1 pIat at LUDWEILER (3269). 
2. Co B - Fired 14 barrassing missions. 
3. No chen,!e in other elements. 

'Z. ,JID 1945. 

1. 1m cP - No change. 
2. Hq Co, 1es. 3rd Hen pl'lt - No change. 
3. Co A - lIo.,.ed to MlRT:IN (22'73), rep1acir.g Co B and reinforciq fires of 358th 

Field .artU1e!"f. 
4. Co B, with 3rd Rcn plat atchcl - Atchd to 94th Div effective 078800. )loved 

out at 1200. fired 14 harrassing missione during night of 6-7 Jal1 45. 
s. Co C - No change in dilposit1on. Continued AT protection of bridge-head area. 

1. Co.A. - Fired on 1 b@tse point regi.etration. Vade route rcn of road. to South. 
2. Co B - (atchd to 94th DiY). Co CP at HJLSTK)FF (1088). CC p;lroute to assem­

bly area. 
3. Co C - Fired at .. house. in FRlULAUTERrI for neutralilation. 
4. No change in other elemeut •• 

9 JIJ\ 1945. 

1. Co.A. - Fired. 1 base point registration. Conducted recollnaissanc~ to South 
i\'l vicinity of 5T !VOLD (2556). 

2. ~ B - (atchd to 94th Di.,.). Closed in at IiAI,STROFF at 1045. 
3. Co C - In suprort or 379th Inf, tired or 10 pillbcxes. Penetrations were 

confirmed on 5 pill boxe. and one other _a8 taken and bloWl'l by our Infantry. 
4. No change 1n other eleu.errts~'.-... --. . . 1 -, ", ~" ··' .........:AL 

, -' . 
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(Summary of Operations, 
,,( 
f'~'th TD En, month of January 194r-10 Jan 1945: 

1. En CP l3.nd HQ Co - No change. 
2. Co A - F'ired on ]. b"'.se point regist.ration, 2 ta.rgf'ts of opportunity and 5 

harrassing missions. Continued to reconnoiter routes to South and West of 5'l' AVOLD. 
S. No change in other elements. 

11 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq 00 - Rcn plats continued to operate OPs in area to South of 95th Div zone. 
14\irrtained contact with 106th Cav, 121st Cavam 411th Inf Regt. 

2. 00 A - Fired 5 harrassing missions, 1 target of opportunity and 1 base point 
registration. Oontinued rcn to South and West. 

3. 00 C - Oontinued direct fire 6upport to 379th Ir£. 
4. 00 B, with 3rd Rcn plat - (e.tchd to 94th Div). 
5. No change in other elemerrts. 

12 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co - Continued to maintain contact with elements on Right Flank. 
2. 00 A - Moved two destroyers to high ground to the West of and overlooking 

SCHAFFHAUSEN (3273) and fired 15 rds HE into two houses occupied by enemy troops. 
Fired 6 harrassing and 1 ba:;;e point mission's. Continued ren to Sand SW. 

3. Co B, with 3rd Ren'ple.t - (ntcbd to 94th Div). 
4. Co C - Continued AT t'upport of Inf in bridge-head area. 

13 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co, less 3rd Rcn plat ­
(a) Pion plat fired 81nun mortar r~om LI8DORF (2979) into vicinity of ENSDORF, 

(3079) on 4 targets of opportunity. 
(b) 1st a.nd 2nd Rcn plats continued contact with Cav and Inf on S Flank. 

2. Co A - In indirect fire, fired on 6 harra.ssing and 2 ba"se point missions.
 
Oontinued rcn in vicinity of 8T AVOLD (2556).
 

3. Co B, with 3rd Ron plat - (atchd to 94th Div). 
4. 00 C - Continued AT support of Inf in brhd area. No firing. 

14 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co, less 3rd Ren plat - MaintaiTIE;d contact with el ements on S Flank with
 
two Ron plats.
 

2.' 00 A ­ Fired on 6 harrassing missions. Moved to assembly area at ST AVOLD
 
(2556).
 

3. 00 B, with 3rd Ren plat - (e.tehd to 94th Div). 
(a) Co CP, 1st and 2nd plate - At SEHNDORF (0299). 
(b) 3rd plat - 1~ved into TETTINGEN (045026). Provided AT defense of town. 

4. 00 C - Continued dir ect fire support of Inf in brl.dge-head area. 

15 Jan 1945t 

1. Hq 00, less 3rd Rcn plat - Maintained contact with elements on S Flank with
 
1st e.nd 2nd Rcn plats. ' '
 

2. Co A - Continued reconnaissance in vicinity of ST AVOLD. 

'r~
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( 
(Summary of Operations, '6"",ch, TD Bn, month of January 1945, 

(15 Jan 1945, cont'd) 

3. Co B, with 3rd Ren plat atchd (atchd to 94th Div). 
(a) Co CP - No change. 
(b) 1st plat - Moved to BESCH (010015), prepared to move forward to NEt'mIG 

(022042). As the area was not cleared of mines the plat did not enter town. The plat 
leader, leading a 1/4 ton on ren of the route was wounded when the 1/4 ton was blown 
up on a mine. The vehie1 e was destroyed and 3 EM were killed. 

(c) 2nd plat - Upon warJing of ~ank threat moved to ready position South of 
TEI'TINGEN. MOVE'ld back to WOLCHERN at dark. 

(d) 3rd plat - Mainta:l.ned AT defense of TErI'INGBN. 
4. Co C - Continued support of Inr in SAAR RIvm bridge-head area. 

16 Jan 194~: 

1. Hq Co, 1 ess 3rd Rcn plat - Continued to maintain contact with elements to S. 
2. Co A - Continued reconnaissance of ST AVOLD area.
 
~. Co B, wi t,h 3rd Ren pl.at atchd (atehd to 94th Div).
 

(a) 1st plat - Moved 2 destroyers into NThTNIG. 1 destroyer at BESCH. 1
 
destroyer loat due to mine.
 

(b) 2nd plat - In reserve. Prepared to move to ready position in case of 
enemy armored. attack. 

(c) 3rd plat - Maintained AT defense of TErI'INGEN. 
4. Go C - Continued to support Im in bridge-head area of SAARLAUTEHN. 

17 Jan 1~: 

1. Hq Co, less 3rd Rcn plat - C'.ontinued to maintain contact with elements on 
South Flank. 

2. Go A - Continued reconnaissance of ST AVOLD area. Mov€d to a1 ert pos! tion s 
in conjunction with practice alert of 94th Inf Div in 8T AVOLD area. 

3. Go B, with 3rd Rcn plat atchd (atchd to 94th Div). 
(a) Co CP, 1st and 3rd plats - No che.nge. 
(b) 2nd plat - Cne gun fired on pillbox in area South of }JENNIG, with effect. 

4. Co C - C<>ntinuec support of Inf h. bridge-head area. of SAARLAUTERN. 

18 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co, less 3rd Rcn plat - Maintained COYltact with elements on South Flank. 
2. Co A - lj!oved from 8T AVOLD (2556) to MERI'EN (22721__ Closed at 1010. Placed. 

one plat irl indirect fire position to reinforce fires of sfSth FA. Fired 28 rds HE 
on one base point adjustment. 

S. Cb B, with 3rd Ren plat atchd (atchd to 94th niv). 
(a) Co tw and 1 at plat - No change. 
(b) 2nd plat - Moved to firing positiol"l to South of TEI'TI!'!GEN to aSEi st ir, 

repelling enemy armored attack. 
(c) 3rd pla.t - Resisted enemy s.rmor~d attack on TEl'TINGEN. Enemy attacked 

BUTZDORF (0503) with an undetermined number of tanks and half-tr8.Cks. One Mark IV 
tank, epproaching TETTINGEN from the Bast was aestroyed by 3rd plat. In another attack 
by 5 tankF which moved South from thA vi.cinity of 8INZ (0604), 3 :ME: V tanks were de­
sttoyed by artother gun of 3rdplat. At aPP'roximately the same time a tank appeared 
from the East and W8.S moving on TEl'TINGEN from the NE. This tank was hit and penetrated 
with four rounds and is assumed to be destroyed. 

4. Cb C - Continued to support Inf in SAAR RIVER bridge-head area. 
~,L , '," 

'j·ll:·,'; '.,. 64
::\ !~;'~~.. ~·;.·':'~~,_:~,iI, : 

~,.).~'r' i' 



________

'~ DECL!lSSlfltW·",~.:'·. , 1]52';'\r'i ··,';-'i 
, AIJ~IIY ~ u f;.~:.:i:1 

-/ M 'O/~l"
Oy~_ .. NN1A: l),ll,,',J.t.:\lJ

.,~:-::~I 

(Summary of Operations,6?,'7th TD En, month of January 1945) 
~ .... .., ­

19 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co, lese 3rd Ren pl~.t - Continued to mainte.in contact with elements on S 
nank. 

Z.	 Co A - F1.red 120 rdfl HE on 1 base point registration and 6 harrassing missicns. 
3.	 Co B, with 3rd RC11 plat atchd (atchd to 94th Div).
 

(e.) No change in situation or lOcation.
 
(b) 1st plat - Fired Ot:'. 1 enemy OP and a group of Inf in the open. 

4,.. Co C - Q>ntinued close support of Inf in bridge-head area. Conducted reconn­
aisse.nee for possible employment in remainder of Div zone. 

20 Jan 1945: 

1. Hq Co, less 3rd Rcn plat - 1st plat moved to REBUS in vicinity of Co CP. 2nd 
plat continued to ma;intain contact with elements on SOuth Flank. 

2. Q> A - In indi.rect fir~, fired 136 rds on 6 harrassing, 2 counter-battery and 
1 BP mi ssions. . 

3.	 Co B, with 3rd Rcn plat atchd (atchd to 94th Div). 
(a) No che.nge in situat.iO!l or locations.. 
(b) Continued to support Inf in N]1ilNIG -TEI''ITNGE:N area. 

4. Co C - Qmtinued to support Inf in bridge-head area. One destroyer was lest 
due to enemy action of undetermined nature (bazooka, artillery or mortar fire). 

21 Jan 19451 

1. Hq Co, less 1st and 3rd Rcn plats - 2nd fr~cn plat contulUed reno of area to 
South i" conjunetior: with (',,0 B, 704tb TD Bn. 

2.	 Co A, w.i.th 1st Rc:n plat atchd - Enroute to relieve Co B in attachment to 94th 
Div. 

3.	 Co B, with 3rd RCD plat stchd .. Mairlta;iY!.ed AT support of 302 In!' (94th Div). 
4. 0::> C - Fired 23 rds APC, 9 rds HE on 4 pill boxes and 1 house. The positions 

fir ed upon were considered t16utraliz ed as machine gun fire froIT. them ceased after a few 
rounds were fired into each position. DC',r~o,(",f{ J.osT 01--/ ,?at:v/ u ,,', o/~y ,,-,AS OU~ IV 0t1zoc> /rA 

;}2 Jan 1945 s 

1.	 Hq f Co ­
(a) 1st Rcn plat atchd to Co A. , 
(b) 2nd Rcn plat mairrtained contact with 106 CaY Sqd and elements on South. 
(c) 3rd Rcn plat relieved from atchmt to Co B, closed in Bmus at 221130. 
(d) Pioneer plat assisted Cc B in return to MERTEN. 

2.	 Co A, with 1st Ren plat a.tchd (atchd to 94th Div). 
(a) Closed in assembly area at SEH}IDOPF (0299) at 211900. 
(b) Relieved two plats of Co B,:prepared to relieve remaining plat. 

3.	 ('.0 B, 1 ess 2nd plat. 
(a) Relieved from atchmt to 94th Div. Closed into MERTEN at 221730. 

4. Co C - Fired 7 rds APC and 5 rds HE on 1 pilllrox in attempt to detonate ex­
plosive placed there by 11"Santry and Engineers. Continued to support 1m in bridge­
head area and provided AT def ens 6 of bridge. 

23 Jan 1945: 

10	 Hq 0:>, less Ist'Rcn plat­
(a) Maintained contact with 106 Cav Sqd on South Flank. 
(b) Pioneer plat - Pr~ared gun pos!tior. for Co i'C~ in bridge-head area. 

1 

'" 
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(Summary of OperatiGne, 6.0.TD En, month of JanuarY 194.5)C. 

(23·Jan 1945, cont'd) 

2.	 Co A, with 1st Rcn plat atchd (e..tchd to 94th Div). 
(a) 1 st plat - At TETI'INGEN (0402) in reI ief of Co B and ~int8.ining A;J; de­

fense of the town. .. 
(b) 2nd plat - Moved from BESCH to NEt-INIG. Guns placed to cover possible 

ta.nk approaches to town. At 0730 fired a ro minute direct fire concentration of ao 
rds per gun into houses in North e>nd of BESCH. As Infantry advanced, the plat continued 
direct fire support, firing into houses at the request of' the Infantry. 

(c) 3rd plat - Moved from BESCH to WIES (0201) under cover of' smoke. Closed 
at 1000. Set up AT defense of the town. 

3.	 Co B ­
(8.) 2nd plat closed in MERTEN at 231405.
 
(b) All plats conducted maintene.nce of equipment. 

4. Co C - Provided close AT support of Inf.' in bridge-head area. Fired 34 rcls HE 
and 10 rds APC on one house occupied by enemy. 

24 Jan 1945: 

1.	 Hq Co, less 1st Ren pIg!; - Maintained contact With 106 Cav Sqdon South Flank. 
2.	 Co A, wi. th 1 st Rcn plat atchd. 

(a) Co detached from 94th Div, complete relief to be accomplished by 250800 
by 704th TD Bn. 

(b) 1st plat - Continued to support Inf in TEI'TIN~ (0402). 
(c) 2nd plat - In support of Inf in athck on BJiRG (0203). Fired into build­

ings. One enemy MK IV tank, firing on our Infantry dust North of NENNIG was taken under 
fire e.nd destroyed. Another tank, e. Mark V, WaS seen behind a ooilding in the Chateau 
area North of BERG. It was fired upon and set r:tfire. 

(d) 3rd plp_t - In support of Infantry in WlES (0201) observed one MK IV tank 
approa.ching the town from the Ee.st. This te.nk W8.S fired on and burned. Later in the 
morning a. MK V tank WEtS observed off the road and in a ditch. This tank was not moving 
nor had it moved. It was fired upon Rnd set a.fire. Later in the day a tank belie.ved 
to be a MK V was observed behind a building to the East of town. Not enough of the ta.nk 
W"lS visible to e.fford a good target, so the gunner fired thx:ough the building and set 
the tank afire. 

3. Co B ~ Emple.ced one platoon in indirect fire, fired 17 rds on BP registration. 
Co continued me.i.!"tenance of equipment o I 

4. Co C - Placed 4- guns in direct fire position in vicir.J.ty of WAJ..,LF.RFANGEN (2682) 
and fired 26 rds on di reet fire into DILLEm:»1 (2785). This WaS fired in conjunction 
with TOT fire by Division Artillery into the DlLLENGEN area. Co continued close support 
of 379th lnt' in bridge-head area. 

25 Je.n 1945: 

1. Rq Co - 3rd Rcn plat maintained contact with 106 Cav Sqd on South FlarJt. other 
elements assembled at BERUS. 

2. Co A - Relieved of miesionin 94th Div sector at 242200. As sembl ad at OBEPJ'ERL 
(0298). l\oved out to re,join En at, 251030. Glosed in new assembly area at BERUS at 
251730. 

3. Co B - Moved 2 guns of 2nd plat to high ground in vicinity of BEAillTJAR.A!S (?,880) 
to fire on SF guns reported il1.vicin.ity of SAARLAli'TERN-RODEN (288~). Was unable to ob­
serve across river. Retttrned to Co at ~ffiRTEN (2272) at 1730. 1st plat fired 70 rds 
on 14 harrassing missions. 3rd plat in reserve. ' 

4.	 C,o C - Continued close support bridge-hea.d area.of 379th Ir.f il1 
'~ 

ry~
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(tummary of Op~ration6, 607th TD Bn, month of January 1945) 
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26 Jm..l945:	 \.­
1.	 Co A- Ino;.l;l.ssembly position eot B-F.P.US. Conducting maintenance of equipment. 
2.	 Co B - ]i'ired 70 rds on 14 harrassing missions. 
3. Co C - No change. Continued support of Infantry in bridge-head area. Fired 

6 rds HE, 6 rds APC on pillbox, barbed wire and stone wall. 

27 J!J.!lJ.. 945: 

1.	 Hq Co - 2nd Ren plat returned to vicinity of Co CP at BERUS. 
2.	 Co A - No change. Continued maintenance. 
3.	 Co B - :F'ired 70 rds HE on 14 harrassing missions. 
4.	 Co C - No change. Continued support of Infantry in bridge-head area. 

28 Je.n 1945: 

1. En CP, HQ Co, Service Co, Hq section of Co A &. B moved to TAVEIThTEUX, BELGIl1M 
(6173). C1 0 sed at 28 2100. 

2.	 Q) A & B, lese Hq sections - Enrout e to TAVF.RNEUX, BELGIUM. 
3.	 Co C - In avpport of 379th Inf in SAARLAUTER,N bridge-head area. 

~ Jan 1945: 

1.	 Hq Co - No change. 
2.	 Co A & B - Enroute to TAVERNEUX, BELGIUM. 
3. 00 C - Relieved of support in bridge-head area e.t 282000. Assembled in
 

SAARliAUTERN and prepared to move.
 

30 Jan 1945, 

1.	 (b A 8:: B - Continued movement to HOUFFAJ,IZE a.rea. 
2.	 C'JO C - Glosed in HOUFFAJ:,IZE at 301425. 

31 J@ 1945: 

1. 00 A - Glosed in MONT (5974) at 211340. 1 destroyer and recovery vehicle still 
enrou.te. ~ 

2.	 C<l B - Gl.osad iT.! assembly area (607743) at 311115. 1 destroyer still enroute. 
All elements conducted rr~intena.nce end worked on tractio~ devises. 

----- 3. 

c.	 Results of Operations for Peri.od: 
1.	 Direct Action: ­

Fired - 363 rds HE Destroyed - 7 'MK V tanks 
499	 n APC 3 MK IV " 

1" TI05 fuzed HE 9 pi11boxEi8 
2.	 Indirect Action: 

Fired 2510 rds HE on 198 harrassing, 3 targets of opportunity, 
2 counter battery, 20 base point adjustments (total 223 missions). 

3.	 Equipment Lost to Thany Action: 

2 destroyers M-36, one 1/4 ton truck. 

GRANT F NELSON 

~o 

Major, 607tb TD En 
5-3 
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