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602ND TANK PDESTROYER RATTALION
APO YO, 403, U, S. ARMY

L May 19L5.

' SUBJECT: Transmittal of Historical Records for Period 1 April 1945 to 30
April 1945.

TO : Commandine General, 89th Infantry Nivision, APO 89, ", S. Army.
Attentions Historical Section.

Under the provisions of vararraph 10, Ce 3, AR 31,5-105, historical re-
coris of this unit for the period 1 April 19h5 to 30 April 1945 a.re transmitted
herevwith.

R TWR BATTALICN COTMAMTER

s, ) Saar

EIWIN M. CAFE,
1lst Lt., Flelr‘ Ar‘blllery,
2 Incls: Adjutant,
1 - Staff Summaries ¢ Tnit Journal.
2 - Incoming and Outgoing lessages.
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SUMMARY OF ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, 602ND TANK DESTROYER

BATTALION F(R PERICD 1 APRIL TO 30 APRIL 1945

I. STRENGIM: OFF WO EM
1 April 1945 3L - 1 597
30 Aopril 1945 35 1 601
IT, CASUALTTIRS ND'RING PERIOD: OFF WO EM
a. Killed in action 0 0 1
b. Nied of wounds 0 0 1
c. “Jounded 0 0 L
-d. Injured 0 0 1
e. GCaptured 0 0 0
f. Missing in action 0 0 0
£. Interned 0 0 0

" h., Hospitalized (sick) 0 0 15
TCOTAL: 0 22

IITI. REINFCRCEMENTS:

) a. Requisitioned during period: QoFw wo I3
0 B 0

b. Received during period $ o) 0 8
TV. CASVALTTRS RETUPHING TO TWTY: OFF WO )
T [°B 20

V. Two enlisted men tried and convicted by General Courts-"artial., Dropped
from assicnment 22 Avpril 1945.

VI. a. Decorations Awardedt

MAE (RCANTZATION AWTARD
S/Set Yorman 'eGowen Co B, §02d T. D. Bn  Silver Star Yedal
Set Virgil A. Scurlock Ren Co, 602d ™ =n Silver Star 'edal
Capt Willianm L. Still Ren Co, 6024 TN Bn Rronze Star ‘edal
Capt John B. Coulston Hq, 6M2nd T. D, Bn Bronge Star 'edal
1/Sgt Terpstra, John S. . 1q Co, 6024 T,D. ™n  Bronge Star Yedal
Col "ldred T. Trovm Co A, 602a T, D, ¥n  Bronze Star ‘edal
Pfc John M, lcPherson Co 4, 602d T. D. ™n 3ronze Star Xedal
S/Sgt Harold T. Ecynes . Co A, 602 T. D, An  Oak leaf Cluster
) to RSV
1st It Elbert Ba. Mills . 12cn Co, 6024 TD Bn - Rronze Star ‘edal
Sgt Bennie Y. Rrwin Co A, 602d T, D. Pn  Bronze Star ‘edal
Pfc Rarl F. Stevens Ren Co, 6024 TN Bn Pronze Star ‘edal
Tec L Carmon 1. Hancock Co B, 602d T. D, Bn  Rronge Star 'edal
Tec i Eddie B, YHoggatt Co B, 6024 T. D. Bn  Rronze Star M:dal
Tec U Franeisco B. Saenz Co B, 602d T. D, Bn  3ronzé Star Medal
Cpl Clifford !cXahan 4q Co, 602nd T.D. Rn Bronze Star Medal
Sct Frederick ¥, Prothe Ren Co, 6024 TD Bn Pronze Star Medal
Cant Walter M. Hart Co B, 602nd T. D. ™ Pronze Star ledal
1st It Frank E. Anderson Co C, 602nd T, M, Bn “ronze Star 'edal
1st Lt Robert E. Graham Co C, 602nd T. D. Bn 3Jronze Star Yedal
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(Adninistrative "utters Contimued), Section VI- Decorations Wwarded:

viI.

VIII 'y

MerE ORGAMTZATTION AVIAPTTN
Sgt Thomas C. Connor Co A, 602nd T. D, Bn Bronze Star ‘edal
Sgt "'illie L. Deering Co A, 60@d T, D. Bn Rronze Star “edal
Tec L Lorne P, Beaudoin Co A, 602d T, D. Bn Rronze Star Medal
Tec 5 “verett T. Baker Ren Co, 602d T. M. Bn Bronze Star 'edal
b. Mumber of personnel authorized Purple Heart during Jeriod:
6FF WO =
0 o) T
PRISONERS CAPTURED ANT EVACUAT®D MIRII‘-fG PERICN: OFFs Nons : EM: 251
CONENDATICNS:

One commendation was received during the period.. (See copy attached

marked Incl #1).

MISCELIAKECUSS

Qe

b.

Ce

' d.

Personnel section pontinued to work with the 89th Infantry Division
Administrative Echelon.

Yail Ras been pScked up fram APO 89 during period,

Special Service:

l. 1Lt Pilaroscia, the special service officer, was successful in
obtaining ten films which were shown the personnel of all companies
during the period. The films included.two recent productions % A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn 'and *The Thin Man Comes Home.,® Four coca colas were
veceived for each man and officer. These were the first the personnel

" had received since coming overseas,

2. Sufficient copies of Stars and Stripes and The Yank Magazine were
recaived to make distribution of approximately ten copies per companye.

3. Religious services for all faiths were held weekly provided the
tactical situation permitted,

Le Four officersand twenty-one enlisted-received 72 hour pasées to
visit Paris, France. One officer and four, enlisted received seven day
furloughs to Riviera, France.

Unit Commanders of 89th Infantry Division and attached units held a
meeting 20 April 1945. (Notes of meeting attached hereto marked Incl
No. 2)0 : : . .

Order of the Day from Commanding General, 12th A:my Graup inclosed
herewith marked Incl No. 3,

E.&2ORICTED .



.y SECRET
) 2L=Iz2 ENLDED )
SWALRY 07 OVERATIONS, 602KD T. . BATTALION FOR FFRIOD 1 AFRIL 19LE To 31 APRIT, 1915

1. The battalion remained attached to the 89th Infantry Division. The companies
worked with the Infantry Regiments during the period except the short attachements
to Task Forces. The gun companies! attachments were as follows.

Company MA"™ to 353rd Infantry Regiment.
Company "B" to 35h4th Infantry Regiment.
Company "C" to 355th Infantry Regiment.

Reconnaissance company attached to VIII Corps on 18 April 1945 to perform such
missions as Corps might assign.

2. Yo S-3 Periodic Reports were called for by higher headquarters during period.
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CULULATIVE 10SSES INFLICTED ABAINST THE ENEMY DURING PERIOD 28 AUGUST 15LL TO 30

APRIL 1945

TTEMS CO A CO B CoC RCN CC TOTAL
Fanks 2L 1k 3 0 Ly
‘ Tanks Damaged 0 3 0 0 3
Flak Ouns L 5 6 0 15
- Anti Tank Guns U 19 10 2 45
Armored Cars 3 1 1 0 5
Ren Cars 1 1 0 0 2
Machine Cuns 13 9 1, 1 37
Mortars 3 L 3 0] 10
Observations Posts 12 9 5 0 26
Trucks 9 20 8 0 37
Half Tracks 2 1 2 0 5
88 MM & other Artillery 5 6 N 0 15
Ammnition Dump 1 0 0 0 1
Pillboxes 4 6 18 0 28
locomotives 0 0 3 0 3
Personnel 213 217 282 L8 760
Priscners of War 32 1293 L57 112 229

CUMULATIVE LOSSES SUSTAINED FRON THE ENEMY DIRING THE PERIOD 28 AUGUST 194k TO 30

APRIL 1945
ITRMS HQS CO CO A CO B coC RCN CO  TOTAL
Y15 0 3 N 1 ) 8
Motorcycle 1 0 1 0 L 6
1/ ton truck 0 1 3 2 3 9
1 1/2 ton truck 0 1 0 0 0 1
Half-Track 0 0 2 0 0 2
Tratler 0] 1 0] 0 0] 1



SUMMARY OF SUPPLY, 602D TANK TESTROYER BATTALION FCR PERIOD 1 APRIL 1945 TO 31

I.

II.

I1I.

APRIL 19L5
Class .I Suppliess

Class I supplies were drawn from 89th Infantry Division Supply Dumps.
Class 1I Suppliess

No change from preceding month.
Class III Supplies:

a. Gas was drawn from Army Gas Dumps.

b. At the time of the Rhine crossing the gas trucks were increased to two
per company to facilitate the rapid advance across Germany. When the si-
tuation became stabilized about 18 April 1945 the gun companies were as-
signed only one gas truck-each; one truck was assigned to Recon Company
which had just been attached to VIII Corps on a separate mission. The other
gas trucks were put through battalion shop and a plan of rotation was in-

stituted, designed to give a thorough shop check to all the 2% ton trucks in
the, battalion.

Class IV Supplies:

a. No change in preceding month.

b. No change in preceding month,
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SUMARY OF EVACUATION, 602ND TANK TESTROYSR BATTALION FOR FERIOD 1 APRIL 1945 TO 30
. ATRIL 1945

I a. The entire Yedical Detachment except the two aid men operating with
_ the companies remained with the Battalion rear echelon.

_ b. -No change in preceding month.
c. No change in preceding month.

d. No change in preceding month.
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UNIT JOURNAL

1 April 45: Companies continued maintenance as Divislon remsained in Corps

Reserve. & fllm was obtained from Division Speclial Service Officer and
_____was shown 1n Ks#wmel for Hq, Rcn & C Companies.

2 April 45: During the day the companies continued maintenance. st dark

A Co with the 353rd Regt and C Co wlth thne 355 Inf Regt oved out to con-

centration area vicinity of Hersfeld (H3955), road distance avout 130

miles.

3 April 45¢ B Co with the 354th Regt, moved up to concentratl on area.
ﬁIvEsIon began relief of 90th and 65th Division elemeéents. Bn CP, Rcn
and Hq Co, also moved up to vicinity of Hersfeld.

4 april 45: C Co, with 355 Regt, moved to Gotha (J0965) and was placed
under operatlional control of the 4th Armored Division. Co B moved to
Archfeld (H6974), A Co moved to Unterellen (H7066) Bn CP moved to Wolf-
terode (HS5971). ' :

5 4pril 453 Hq Co and Rcn Co moved to VWiolfterode, Capt Hresham, Lt King,
and 40 enlisted men left on 72 hour pass to Baris. The Division encoun-
tered unexpected resistance in Eisenach and no enpreciable gains were mude.
B Co took 10 prisoners, Rcn Co took 7 prisoners. A Co took 86 prisoners,
“knocked out 1 truck and 9 machine guns. C Co took 50 prisoners and knock-
8d out 1 anti~tank gun.

.

6 4pril 453 C Co, with 355th Inf Regt were put back under control of
§§€§-5IVI§1on, but no substantial changes in position occurred. A Co
moved into and through Eisenach with the 353rd Regiment. B Co, with
354th Regt made good progress on Dlvisions north flank, holding ground
until relieved by XX Corps elements.

“7 April 45: All division elements moved generally south to prepare for
advance to southeast. DBn CP did not move, but was prepared to nove on
Division order.

8 April 453 HQ, Rcn and Bn CP umoved to Wahwinkel (JO159). A and B
ompanles moved with thelr respective Regiments to the general area of
“Frliedrichroda. A Co over-man and destroyed a Mark IV tmk. C Co con=-
tinued to screen the front lines around Ohrdorf.

K

. 9 April 458 A4ll elements of the Division continued mopping up in Zone
- and prepared for resumption of the attakk to the East.

} .
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10 %gril‘&Sz A Co with 353rd Regt remained in Division Reserve. C Co
, egt made excellent progress and occupied Armstadt (J2653).
‘B Co with 354 Regt on Divislion right met moderate resistance and was
“soveral kilometers back of the 355th Regt line. B Co CP in Ohrdrof
.(J1152). B Co had 1 tank destroyer and 1 Jeep damaged by artillery.

AL April 468 C Co advanced as fas as Tonndorf (J4460) against light
~oppesition. B Co moved up to Marlishausen (J3152). 354th Inf Regt

pEinued ‘$o meet the heavier opposition in lifg_‘s ctor. '
- ‘ji;fb g
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1l 4pril 40 cont'd: Hen and Uit CP uoved to ifolzhaussen (J21l5o). Capt
aldredre ana 4 enlisted wen recsived 7 cay furloughs to Riviera. Task
orce Crater was formed, :aude up o1 a4 Co of the 602nd TD 2n, Co 4 of the
707th Tank Bn, a Sattallion of Infuantry and a compuany of the 314th Bugin-
..eors. Bn captured a total of 28 prisoners. T.sk Force assembled about

2200 in the vicinity oi Riechneim (J3859), prepared to advance on Divi-
slon order to seilze bricdges over the Saule Kiver.

le aprill 45: © Co with 3bLbth Int Regt occupied Bad Berka (J4961). The
393rd Tni ilegt (less one battulion) relieved tne 354th Ini Kegt in 1ts
sector. b Co wus relleved frowm 354th lest urd was attached to the 353rd.
A Co, attacned to Task lorce Crater continued in Divisio. Keserve.

13 april 453 Task l'orce Crater wus cormitted and by 0800 A Co was up

to the 8aale River.  Ig Co, Ren and Bn CP moved to Gutendorf (J4464). Co
C reached Gumpcrda (JG8752) 3 Co reached MNeckerodu (j5352). Mo serious
opposition encountered. licPeck died of wounds received in action scunie
day. 2 completed 1lst month witn 89th Infantr; Yivision «nd sustailned
only 10 battls casuulties, includine one killed, dAuring the period.

14 ~pril 45: Task Force Urater was dissclved, and A Co remuined in »lwce.
B Co alvance to Licheubers (J6750). Cc C moved up to Wrobnitz (J8L5E).
a4t 1700 a'lield order wus received iron: Jivision dlrecting the comnit-
ment or all three regiments. Companles reverted to normul attachments,

A Co with 355rd on tae rigjnt flauk, B Co witn the 354tn in the center

and C Co with itne 3%o0th on the leift.

15 ~pril 453 B CP and nhen Co moved to Grossvbackedra (J7856). s« Co

stopped <t Triptls (J9145). B and C ompanies both locatec tueir CP's

in lnchen-Bernsdorf (J9555), which was near enough to the regimental
boundaries to te utilized by both compunies.

15 april 45: Bn CP, Hq and KHen Compunies moved to Xofeln (KO353),
The Conpanies continued thelr advince against very lisht resistace.
A Co to Lunven (ii0840), B Cc to Weida (:0450) C Co to Linda (KL1455).
Pieture show was nheld for Hq and Ren Compunles.

17 anril 453 C Co with 33t5th Inf Regt attacked Z.ICKAU (13540) which
‘had refusec teriis of surrender. Lt Lilborn's Hen platoon witn the ald
of an escaped T“ritish P.V. nade a Lold dash throush tlhie streets of the
town. althoush all avenues oi apuroach were defended by Geriwun riile-
man it bazcoka ter .z, the plus.on's-speed eunubled thenm to reach and se-~
cure a vital bpidge over the iulde hiver. While the plutoon was dis-
rounted, trying to cut demolition wires and secure tne briage they were
subjected to riile aud macanlue gun I'ire. One man was wounded and Pfce
EBarl Stevens was killea. Stevens, onl; taurec days earlier, ..ud been
awarded tne Bronze 3tur ledal for his herolc acticn in sovin two of
his wounded comruces shiortly after tie hhine crossinge.
5 Co &l

tae 354t Inf Kegiment. o Co with uie 353rd
advanced  to tue Corps restraeining llne in the soutn of Llvision's
Sector.

1so secured bricres across tne :'uide “iver Jarther
south ir: the zone of ¢

12 .peil 451 weconr 0 was assembled ard pluced direcztly under Lorps
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18 april 45 cont'd: control to periorm such wmisslonsg as Corps il ht o=
slgh. 1q and Dn CP moved to 2Zwickau (¥3644). C co also In Zwickau was
at K3646. 1B Co at Ebersbrunn (K323%). 4 Co was at Overheinscor?
(r2835). iHigher headquarters iunalcated thut u brief breataing s ell
could be expected, so all companies beguan malntenance perlocs.

-19 april 45: Recon Co recelved a misslon of nrotecting the Corps CP
near Zeulenroda (KO036). Other companies continued maintenernce.

More than two dozen bronzc star e als were awarded to officers and
men of the battalion. In almost every instance the ribhons und ci-
tations had beenr previously presented, but tihe actual medzls had not:
been available until recently. Picture s ow was held in Bn CP bullc-

et}

ing for llg and C Companiles.

20 April 45: Iilaintenance continued. Plcture chiow wa3 repextec in the
afternoon for members of A and B Comiunles. Lt Col Conlin utter.ded
Unit Commanders meeting at Div ligs. (Report of meeting included lir
Historical Keport).

21 april 45: Compunles continued nainteriance. C 7o nad two pletoons

on the line and one .1 reserve. . Co also hud two on the line andu one

in reserve. a picture snow wus neld in the C Co. ares in tne alter.oon
and a,&in at nli ht at n CPe o report cume iIn aring the afternoorn

that Russiau: prisoners in Zwickau had been fired on by S men in clvillan
clothes. Three destroyers which were at In .otor Shos, and several
armored cars were 3ent out to rind the trouble. It proved to be u cace
of the arm.ed Gerran civilian puards firiig on the Russians. tothing
serious developea. B Co moved to Vielau (I13942).

B2 A ril 45: iialntenaiice was continued. Picture mhows were neld for
memoers ol all companies. B Co reported 1 AT ;wn knocked out, & trucks
destroyed, 22 eneunyy killed, and 70 Fii's tukeu G .rin. the week.

25 april 45: lluintenance cautinuecd. Good prosress was noted in a_pear-
and of men and equipment. Virtually all the men had veer. avle to take
showers and most 1ien had been able to zet theilr clothes laundered.
Eleven men returned to cuty from hospiltals aind enlisted strengtii once
araln exceeded the 600 mark. VIII Corps pasved to comntrol oi Lirst
army, but no l.:edliate effect was felt In batizlion af:airs. Caost
Tharp and one enlisted .an left on teunorary duty witihh tne " 1licury
Government. Lt naunges anGg Lt Parnell anc eleven men left oo p
Paris,

24 April 45: Recon Co coutinued 1ts mission of muardin:~ tre Jorns OP
and was also able to perfori raintenunce on vehicles. Cther ~o:zinles
also continued ruwintenance. Cupt aldredge and 4 L returnec Ircm
Piviera. Capt :lurt &ssumed duties of Bn 5-2£ and Lt Zurt old assures

com:and of B Company. DIn received oificiul ii.structions ¢ recog-
Lition of Soviet sround Iforces; Dbut taere were no reports of any con-
tact.

25 npril 45: Kest uud malntenunce continued. o4 picture s..ov ®Was l.eld
in the arterrnocon. One platoon oi 2 Co was jurl of a small task force
w.lcli miade an ar.:ored patrol to tihe east o locaute wiu vreax up a sus-

pected enermy troop concentration. 5mall Sroups of enerny were Iound,
sicrzr: 9
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85 april 45 cont'd: but no Ilmportat coucentracsion was diszovered.
Qur troops sufiercu 1:0 casuawlceles, esti.uced 5 enviy wl:olod, w.a
knnockeda out onie Observation Post.

26 Aanril 45: kest wi.¢ nualnterance continueds, Picoure s :0wW wWas nela in
"the evening at Bn CP.

27 april 455 Hest w.d .ainteaance continueds Butvvallon received quota
of 4 Cocu-C"olas per inaividual; excent for a iew ren: it was tne first
taste of Joca Uola sirce our arrival on the continent. altnougsh o:1ly a
small iten, 1t aduea consideravly to the morale ol tlie men. a picture
siiow as held at 10J0 in tine wmorning rfor B ana C coumpanles and av 1400
for Company s. wsiother snowing at lvu0 was nelda tor ilq Co. 1Yroops
assignrnient list wus received, assigning 6uz2nd Tunk LDestroyver Battallon
to £irst arny as of 22 aopril 19495,

28 april 45% Hest anc¢ mainvenance countinued. Lt wills assumed duties
of B Co executive. Co C moved to Lichtenstein (#£4541); the platoons,

however, mude no appreciable chiance in positions.” Shows were held at

Bn CP in tue aruerroon and evenlig.

22 aprll 453 Kest and maintenance continued. Shows were held at Bn
CP 1In ftne afternoon and evenlng. 22 PW's surrendered to a messenger
w10 was on a routine trip.

30 april 45: Rest ana maintenance continued, Troops were puld, the
stable situation permitting virtually all men to be pailda promptly.
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