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HF...A.DQUAR'l'~S 

6UlST T~~K DESTROYER ~AT7ALION 
APO jUb U. S. J\,rlIlY 

27 sep~ember l~j 

SUBJECT , Letter of Transmittal 

TO , commallC1ing General, j6th In:fl:i.ntry Division" APO 16, UeS. A,rmy. 

1. Trl:i.nsmh.ted. herewitll. H.re roportf; for ~he operation AVALANCHE 
&.s requested. by letter Hq. jb"th Infantry Division dated. 24 september 
l~j, subjec~, "Uistoric8.1 RecorC1s 8.nd Hi stories of orCat1il::f:I:tions". 

2. Del8.Y in transmitttl.l was Ctl.used. by brid.ge being Wl:i.sneC1 oU't. 
preventing trl:i.ffic frum this sec'tor on that d.tl.te. 

w~c./~,· / 
vfAL'l'l!J{ E. rr.ARDY V~ 

M;.jor, FAe, 

COIJllIl.f;.nd.ing 
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"&''l.'TLL R8POR'l'ter't:£ Cft:-{A:l'It);,: AVJ\.LA>CIlli:" 

6V.LST TA:rK D:!:STROYEP. B.A'L"I'hLIOti 

ASsit;l1t:!u 'to j"Gn wmy hlld furtt.er assignod to VI corps, the 
I3~.:;talbn CUll1I1lli.nc.er, :tajor -;'~J.ter .l!i. Tardy, Wl:t.8 informeCl that his 
opera'tioCls would be witn tne 36tn Infantry ui'7ision lcpun .Landing 
on l;I.n 1.4aknowu nostile snore. 

One COYllflete gun company of' 12 guns, one partial gun company of 
o ';.lns, U.ll~ 0:'1.6 uepleted gun co:-npany of 4 {;WlS with additional aec­
essary command venlcles, totaling 95 venic les in ali, were desir;ne,ted 
by hibher lieadquar"t;(;rs as "Gne cUlnpiement to .nove on th" originaJ. wave 
(0 aay). the reJll.!;l.inuer of the Battalion remaiuea bemnd to arri va at; 
trle les'tina"Gio!l un D p.lUS b. 

'rno firs't COIlL_lemeUl; iOC:l.dea. on Landing tihip 'I'atik 5:;"7 and lJln<l.ing 
I;)nip '£tin.k j7b at I\AtWliBA Cluoks, 3ItEili'l'E PCRT on ~ septomber .l~.j.3 Wlder 'the 
com:aaad of ]3r igl;l.Qier General. \{i.1.bur, ;,t,h JtrrIY St~i'i'. At that time, 2 
()i'fieers and .lvb j¢.i.istea.:,!en, 1:1.1.1. va.l.ul:I.ble Glliluery persunna.L, were 
S1..iJ.l in l;)iCILY on a prisons!" of liar detail unQer '{tn arr'y cOlltruJ. b:,' I:i. 

l'urraar UL tb.cmnent. 'I ne Ba"G"t:Q.lion's :nis sion was not in an ,Anti-tank rOle 
but "to fire as AI"'ci.L.l.ery in eovrainatio"h with tho 15i3t li'ie.ld Artillery 
BLL-GCi.Aliun. 

'.L'nn D-~lb.:" CiJclVOY .Left Eiz.er"to narbur ual ,:jElI_'teraocr .1.':.4:> 0':' \.y!-.icn 
l;lle l;l.:lvarl.CG elQ11ltHlts vi'Gne 6u.ist 'iad:: Ijesl;royer Bl;I.1..t;I:l.l.iu!l, tifore­
iUenticneu, were l;I. p<irt. very li t't.16 occureQ auring 'the ocean voyage. 
The weat;ner "was excellent, una a.ll availab.Le time was devote<l. to 
calestneaios anLl whatever traiain£ coula oe conduc-ced ab01:1.rd Ship. On 
tlle .n~)r;i':lb oi' 'j .:;ep '"ember i')4j, the ships en-tiered Gull~O Di Salerno 
aaC1 prepl1rea 'to ~)eUc" on oaii 't'roUt snore oontrol. At .lb3'-', the forward. 
elemen"Gs uf -cne l3b."Gtalion 19.ndeCl. on dihe United stti"tos Red Beach at 
PAB:-;TU~J, I'l'Al,Y. 'fne .llii'ldi:L'l(; was in order except tnAt tne ~ttfll.ion 
com:rnander's mdf'-tracy.. Que "GO irnpruper SouI1Clinbs oi' tno beach by the 
~Iav.f. drvve vl'f intu b feel; aI' water C:l.nd was immediate.ly rendered use­
It'; ss. 'l'ne Ba:t"C!-.llion nl0vod i'ron tne beaCh to an assembly area at co­
orainates .~-d4bV.?4, anU. cO:J.::J.enced. de-.vaterproofint operations. The 
Batt,a.lba Corn:nalluer raj?ortoCl to "the 5btn Infantry Division Command 
post, lOWe. ::'0. "turLl was told to report to tne .l)lst FieJ.d Artillery 
Battalion CO:::''YlanJ Fost, wnere he was assigned the mission of. (1) 
sUi?portrint; tHe l:5ist FieLd. Al"ti.l.lery riring to the SO'-1th and on the 
right flank of tnu beaOIUlGadi (~) coverihb the road froUl OGLIAS'l'RO 
l\e;ainst a possible 6118.,1Y tank at Lack. 

http:immediate.ly
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BAT'rLE lUF01U' OF Tiili UPSRAT~ "AT'ALA'~,CHE" (oon'"ti 
; 

\ I~"f ~~, _-'-~ ._~~ ~ 
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At J.7uu hours on 10 septe"'r;t;er'1945, th~ Battalion COrt'7lI.Hld6r was 

ordered by T.he jbth Iruantry Divis ion curmr.ander to attach "C" company 
(.12) guns to "the ,ljlSt Field. A,rtil..i.ctry. At u3uu hours~ J.l september, 
the Battalion COI!l1Tlauder received oratjrs to prepare the eJ..emen-cs present 
of "An lUla "Bit COL'lpany for re-embarkation at \Jt)UU hours on Rea Beach "to 
support the Ranger Operation on tne Al4A.LFI f'l!:~IL~SULA andor the COrnrn/;l.l1/J. 

of Lieutomwt COlonel Darby_ This vperatiol! Will be expl;i;l.ined. in !:l. .Later 
paragraph. 

At 2130 hourS. the Batt~lion COnk~nder receivea informativn from 
the Navy that tne Germ.ans were to attempt a .Lanaing of paracnute l'roups 
on tne Airfield at ~~-847~ or on tm. Rea Beach in tne vicinity of 
PAES'fUM. The CO!;l.-nandill{; Genera! of tN"l 36th Infantry Division airected 
that "C tt Compa!ly be alerted to move M-J.:Js to either position. 'l'ne 
Compauy com.l'na.nder~ captain H- S. SundstrOLl. recOLUlOitered routes. At 
u5uu hours un J.4 Septeniber. "C" Company moved on oreier of the comnanding 
Genera.1~ 36th Infantry DiVision, "{;o tne vicinity or N-:;1u6uB5 with the 
mission of protec1:::'.!1.g tnAt Ptl.SS against arl enemy tank: "thrust. The 
Battalio; Cor:L'llander went to the VI corps Com;nana pos t to confer with 
the anti'" tank offi~cr U.!1. future anti-tank usages or the Batta1ione 
Upon return to the Battaliotl Comrnand l'ost, he a~rectea -cnat the COIlJn&.nd 
post be moved to the vicinity or "e" C0!l1t>any positions. Battalion 
Off'ieers contiuued reconnaissance to locate friendly and enemy dispos­
itions in tne A.LB~~~LLA seotor. 

r4"1 the meantime, tne contingent or "A" and "B" C;o~anitjs (12 guns) 
u.."lder the command of M'ljor Edward L. Austin, Ba"t'~<;lion S-2. partiCipated 
with a task f.oroe cOOlJrising one company of tanks, one bat':ery 01' Field 
,ArtilJ.ery. ono company of Shore Engineers, ullt:1 company 01' Infantry &.LlU I;tss<Jrt­
ed smaH un:i-cs in the landing on A.iiAALFI f~'l:NINSULA.. The forcl:! und.er 
commana 01' B -ig&'dier Genera.L Wilbur loo.ded on Landing craft Tanks 
at 18jU nouJ, s, J.l september wi 'Cn no oraers. One M-J.u of "B" compauy 
was lost in "{;110 watE!r because the capt~Ain of Landing craft Tank 422 
(British) ordered the gun onto the bee.Ch saying that the water was 
shallOW. It was not. 1~jor Austin received orders at u3UO hours to 
follO'AT Ift,.'lding craft Tank: 2:7 to the !lew landing. Landing crai'v Tank 
27 1"8"; its .Leader and most of the convoy remained off Red Bee.ch for 
the reroa.in<i~r of tne aay and nibht. However. par"t of the vehioles and ~lOS 
unloaded at MA.CHI !:l.bOt<.t J.33u hours on .12 septembor. Heavy enemy bombing 
on the convoy continuea "througr..ou't operations bu1> no casualties were 
incurred by members of this Battalion. 

On .Landing. 'tne force was at"taoned -co the British 4btJl Division 
and. moved to PASTElfA, and nad been hurriedJ.Y c:.eta~ned end attacneci 
to the Bri"tish .L28"th Brigade a"t PONTECAG1'IANO FIA!JO. One p.1atoon 
was p.1&Ced in position and conducted fire on a position &;.t a point 
1 .L/2 miJ.es East ot: town. At V(uv hours. J.4 september the force ViaS at­
taohed "to the 23rd T9nk Brigac:.e (BritiSh) and movea to N-775.i.dv. 

http:N-775.i.dv
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BAT7U: REPOR7 

~MM':, 
Mtajor ~ustill receivea orders "tha-c; -t~: i'oree WOU.Ld. be used. on a 
reserve Tbnk Destroyer mi~sion. At l2uU hOurs. ~ september. the 
i'v,LowinG verbu.L oruer WI:lS received 1'ron the .1utn Britisn corp s via 
tne 2jrd. TIiWc arigaae, "you wi,U. prueee4 at once to N-7~~.l56 and 
contact A1llerican 'l'ruops. Witn t.l'len you wLI.! nwJco b counter-attack 
on yuur Will initilltive. you are tiottbchea to A.JD.erican VI corps. "E" 
CO~l:I.ny. '('.1st Tank Battalion is attaelleu to you." The force movea 
to t~~ designated point I:lnd bn officer contacted the Co~~ndi~ Officer 
11_1 lst Inf'a"1.try Resuent una. Ildvisea him of' order s rece i ved. He had 
no counter-att.ack in mina Wld gave oraera for the force to rer~in in 
their present positions. 

Major Austin UI:\.Q repor-ceu -co tl1" ~ritisn lvth corps to cueok authen­
tic i ty v1' order s and after nl:\. viIlf; reOa.J.ved orders tnrougn VI corps attach­
i'1.{; 1.;ne i'orce ,,0 -cnu .14i.st Infantry Re,;iment. reported to that Con.'lltma 
POSt for uraa-ra. lie receivea &. priIlJiry mission of anti-tank: defense, 
employing tanks EI..:1d M-J.v 'l'tLl!.k Destroyers. Reconnaissance was maae by tl.1..L 
01~fic""r~ ana tne plan as outl.ineo. in over.1i:1.Y • .10 sep-ceTll"'Jer. was appruved 
by '(;ne COIll'ltlIlriing ufl'ioer .J.41S1; Ini'l:I.ntry Regiment. J\.t u8}u hours • .15 
september. ~jvr Austin coni'errtJd witn the commanding 01'1'ioer lj"ra Fie.Ld 
~ti.Llery Battaliun, ~nd deciaed. to pl~ce nine M-.LUS ("B" company plUS 2 
buns tiot"t;l:I.cned. from "he 0l,tn 'l'l:I.nk:: va stroyer Btltta..Lion) in fir:iJlg 
posi,;ion,s at H-~/d?l~~. 'rhe buns were surveyed in by the .L~,rd Fie.La 
Artillery BI:I.':::t>alion, b.Ila one gun rec:;ister'}d. rmneaiate orders were given 
to c'Jase i'iriut; becl:I.use cOUJ.'lter-a",ttery from the enemy nad la.nded 

in -Cho J..,3ru FieJ.a g,;il.l.er;r i3attaiiol1 fire Direction Center. 

In ttle ai'tflrnoon, pl.ans were T11I:1.U'3 to ooordilllitei:l.nti-tank 
d.efense witn tno BI'i"ish on 'tho left flank. 

TnrJ aoconu ecneJ.U~;' u1' tne Bl:ltta.Lion (tiguns fro!"!!. itA" COmp.w1Y. 4 
guns from liB" compar:.y, noutlekeepinb vonic18s, T:ecollliaissance Company 
and :{etluqu&.rters Company} remained in BI~SI.{'l'l!: ';0 move OU the D J:.i.LUS 
6 Convoy. ~very effurt W8.S being l"QI:I.Qe to secure tne return vf 2 
Oi'1'icers anc1. J..ui;;S Buliston Men from tne prisoner ')f Yilir Detai.!. in 
SIC ILY. 

At .10uu !lours• .1.2 ~Apte:abel'. "n.e 2 O.i'l'icers &:I.n<1 .Lub ,b;n.liste<1 
Men returned from 'tnf:t pr~soller ot'.ii:l.r ,l)e1.ai1 in SICILY. On.Lj Sept­
ember. orders wera reoaivoQ l:I.ua the fO.Llowi.D.[, vonio.!.os were lOl:lded. 
on ~na1Ilg snips 'l.'&.IlIC ,8u ana 4uv at KARCUBA ClOCks I p'eco1L.'1l:i.i"s&D.oe 
Company, tne .camuinder of "A". "B", unG nC n Co'npanies. unci the Conmand 
post Gruup plus necessary hUUiielCeepint; vehiCles from Heaaquarters 
Compan.y. 'l',UU rcmlOa.in~er 01' He/;l.d(l~artGrs CO.:!1pany W!:lS to move 1'or 
arriVal. a't ~ERl,jO on D polUS .12. At 21UU Hour::;, lj september, the 
secona tcnaloa .left BI~'&{TE pom.'. 

http:p'eco1L.'1l:i.i"s&D.oe
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Tne Convuy moved at a • .i.ght knots, ill a mean niroc1..ii"n ui' 
Northeast. ~veather was exceJ.lent, no enemy siGhted. 

After 4u hours on tne :,u!;DIl'.l!.:iGi\.,a~AAli, tne convoy arrived a.t tne (~ljLF 
O~' SALKijO a.nd disembarked at J.bju, J.:- ~tlptembt:lr at ;'J-'{2~u. It ~,as 
subjected to enemy sne.Lling while un!oadinge E.lements of r,~jor AUotiats 
Force were immeaia.t6.Ly loca.ted and tne 2nd ECheJ.on cJ.osea in vibOUIi.C at 
N-7~.LJ.:-u a.1'tt:lr mar0niug !:I. aisl,tl.uce of fivt:l mi.Les. 

At .Luju hours, J.b ~eptember, a messlII.ge wa.ti reaeiVOd frum the .L.?)ro 
FieJ.o Jl)"ti.iJ.ery Battalion, that 8. J.arSe enemy ta.n..k force was muving; in l..ne 
vicinity of N-iJ2:-2J.u. Tne force was a.Lertca ana L~eutell/;l.nt Gioia, Recurm­
aissallce 01'1'ice1', went forwara on reCOlllll:USSI:I.HCfJ. j-Ie l'uUno. tHat J.2 tilllks 
hla.d attacked f'riencHy positions !:I.t ST. LUCIA, tnlol:t tnreo of tnese tanks 
ha.d been plaCed. out of aC"t;ion by Britisn anti-tank bUllS !:I.!l.a tIle remaining 
t!:l.nKS nao. wi-"ndrawu. A"t; J.4uu hOurs, J.b ~epternLer, "ell Cor'.lp~ny was :novea 
to tne vlcirli ty of llj-94~u(:;;IU to attack AL3&.~ L11. wi tn tHe :;'.;4th parl:l.cnUte 
Reb~ent :iua tnen to at"tuck AL'l'AVILLA, N-I.:h'{ l5Ue 

At .1.:;:;5 nours, J.b ~eptember, tHe Battulion Com~'!18.na.er returned to 
the :3ae- talioa CO!!l[lll:l.na ~u6t from the 4)1":'1 Ii,1·8.!ltry 1)ivisioa eo.rnrnano 
post witn inforrru..tion t[u;.."t; tht. UViBt Tank: .Jestroyer B~ttalion~ .Less 
"Cit Cump!:l.ny, is attacnea to tne 4:5tn :;:ll.fa:iltr~' l.)ivjsioll Art..J.1lery C<.rIU 

WOUJ.O. operat(' under tne ~orn;r().L (J.L' Lieul~ew:ult Cu1Uile.l ~a::;ey. t::l:I.t':lioa 
Cummb.naer, 04)tn 1'<l.lJ..k .)E3Si;royer :_~b.";1;b.1::.oa. !JollO. "I~de Di visio',l i\.rl"t;i-"t~,'lK 

Oi"i"ic'3r, ia 1;ne same sec"tor!:l.S tll'eVious1Y (J(;(;Uf,.lt;U iJ:: "All ComP":dlY. ":..co.::.. 
ItBIt GUIIlfJaJ.1Y. At J./ ~u no\.U'::;, ~ne Bl;J.t"tb.J.J.'.J~l CU:;i,;(.i;.lHQ }'00'"L C .J.Ob8U b. t, d-ftlU.Lb, 
ana lllOV8(l 1;u "CllU .leW bivouac tl.t N-'{';;i2J.4b Url,or .:.o.!"cninL '"'­ Ul.otb.lLCtI u1· 1';;1 

miles. 

A.t J.':)vu nuurb, 1;llO .D~I,;1;/;lLi.u.l CUl1mana.er CI:t.l.lCQ 'tne Cc1mpally 

COl1l1landers ",00 .L&id OUt an !:tllti-"t!::i.uk p.i.tI..l uf' ':Ji _Ttl.T,1, 1 fort;ne Bu:vt',.Lion 
in tnl:l seC·Lur ~~-{ u2l.D2 -- l"J"-v))CUu, !i-uvu.I.)'j -- l'l-04:;}J.b';;i wi tIl Ita" CUmpWlY 
coveriIlb 1;nEt rui;l.o. 1,-{u2J.D2 -- ;[-oj,2bv, tW'J pl.a"t;uons of "RIt COl:-iJotny Cvveri!lL 
the ruuU. d-uuuJ.)';;i -- i~-b4';;iJ.b'). vno t.>lut001. ,-)1" "s" CVInjJ<'!\v cuvdrL1L "ne 
roau i~-vU0J.)'j-l'f-b4.';;iJ.0<j uUG. L~eco":!..:l/;.l.i:;;3i::dCO C')ml>;'Jlj CJ.luuctir"G r(;c,.ulluib';­
auce p",:troJ.s Oil bl.l tnre0 rUtlG.b "tnr'-!uv'vU"\" ·UlU tll.t;nt. 

Ai, UUl., n0u.rb~ if ~el temJ~r, u nl,,-,ssub~j was r80t,iveo by r~diol 
"TO CO:1lnuuU l.ilt;; Ge:lerl:l..J., Lij"l.n Inl·/;.I.Htry DiV).b ion -- ,Ao;)dmtl.e RtJ00!J.i.l­
b.iSl;;i;lnCe company, UUJ.bt T.....U: .u6tjllroyer Ba"G'talioH W:;'tllOUt C1elt>.J' U:l.U InOVb 

it '\,0 bivoula.c of It:utn Re(;imental c;ombfll"t Team vici.nity vi' ~1-d'/v>J.)U. 

Recol.l.llu ... ssance C()ffiJ:JldJ' Conmauainf;;, Of1'iee:c at re~ort "t(.; G - ), VI corps 
for instructions. ~~t v.1.l..h) nuurs ~ "tno D....~t~,lioa I~Cl:if11u.nG.<3r ~ l·('\<..:ei V0(, 

Qrders to ::;onu o(~e ...~eco".l1tdssu.ace Ul'J."'lt,,;Cl" <.4;10. ono ,",,",:.1 cry "':1"f~vEJr "1,C) VI 
Curps CO:X:lo.!lu. I'l'S"t. '~'riEJ ;-,U1;-,.,,-l. i'Xl (; Ui';1r.lU;1U"l' or'0.e1' eo. LiE'~te::l~:lT. "ic'we 11• 

.!­
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t'i...•··· ' d'~ ;,:J g" . f 
~..... ~ "'1!ft. ~ 

"=1" :;ul:'.pl:l.ny \:i.J 71 (Jurl-':> CU:!::Jllllno. post with instruc~i0:16 i'or Lieut.tLllArl'l; 
Giwib. 'to rtiraaiJl:,lll:Jre. At; ~uu nuur::;, ReCOl'llliil.bS!:InCe Cvrnpany muvoa 
tu i'ts new bivuuac. I\,'t .l.luv nuurs, Lieu'tcnant yuwe ..t.i. returnee to t ••e 
Battl;i,U,O~l COl~U ,PUS(; Wi"ll l:4 missiC''1 for "!!" company ",-no. RecOl¥1Uif;sanc6 
COll1fHaay 'Ccl be !:.I. pl:1.r"t 01' sp~cial task 1'orce WlO.er ]3rig!:laier Gen8raii;\. 

wiibur, cv;apused ui' tIle ..L0un: Cumbat 'rea.ll, une Bat,t. 'lion jO'tn l!;!l6ineers, 
one Company .l.2vtn l:;l1.giueers, ..L8~n Fieia ,Arti..Llery Batt-alian, and attacnea 
Tank: uestrv"er, Auti-Ji,iroru.l't and Tanke. The mission was to :!love A. flying 
wedre aruund t11El ricnt l'la..u: vi' tne seotor vi' uperations tnro\lbh 1:;50LI 
and CC,!'l'URI:)I 'tV B;:;"d~V'~~1'1'0. At .14uu hours, tne Batta..Lion CormJl:l.nder returned 
\;vtno Bat't!:lliou CUIl1l1ltUld pos't from VI Corps COImltUld post with in1'orl~tio'1 
t:htl't tne operl:l:tion was postpuned inde1'ini,.ely. 

A't u')uu nours, .W ~eptember, 'tne Battali..Ju commander, was oraereu to 
repor,. 'to 'tIle 4j'tn Division Arti.1.1ery COLlllland pus"G for ord.ers. At lUuO 
hours, a telcp.none message was received. from the cornnandi!lf; Officer 
.J.4J.s't Combat '!'Awn for an oi'fic3l' tu report for orJ.ers. Tne Bl:4·~talion 

S-), Cap't.~L1. B'A'C. • .tI'1,;.J.ler, repur't6d. A't this s'tase, no one seemed 'Co know 
'to whom 'tll(j j:at1..aliu.:1 ~':as a",:t:acned, navino; reC'3iVed orders from two dU'1'eren't 
sources. A't lv)U l1ours, 1:;l".8 Battaliun Liaison 01'i'ioer arrived. at 'tne Buttalion 
COIllm~na. pOS\; wi'tl1 trw VI Curps lil:it of or;:,;anization of ~lroops which clar­
if'ieu 'tne pres£Hlt status of' tne Battalion. The Battalion was attached. to 
tr:045Ti11 I"..:t\.mtry Divi~ion under -.,;n'3 contrul of ana operating in tne 
seCtol" uf' t!'l( J.J..j.J.st 8omba't; ,!'eWll, wllicn was also attached. to the 45th 
I.u:'antry Division, and. under i..:le control of Lieutenant Colonel casey, 
.oivis ion ,AJlti-tank 01'fio er. 

At 11vv nours, tne 3!:.1.'tt!:l.lion S-j returned to 't;ne Bat'Galion co:mm.a.u.c1. 
pOS'G ..... itn orders to pJ.~ce a pl&.toun in position to cover the British ai­
V!1hCe to EAT'lIPAGLIA, (N-bju2j). Tne 15't p..Latoon of itA" company unaer 
't;ne comnll;l.na vi' Lieuten~nt Mlt":-er, was assigned tne mission. At .1.23U 
huurs, 'Cue CorlJllancling General, 4j'th Infantry Division, ordered the Battalion 
to mOve to a new bivouac to tne Eas't to ~Z::e room l'or the 3rd. Ini'antry 
Division asselmbly !;'.rea. At J.4l,? hUurs, orders were received for i&i.jor l!:award 
L. Austin, Bl:4t:.alion S-2, to report 'to tne t45th 'rank: Destroyer Battalion 
&ua. assume command of tnat Batttilion. At J.4ju hours the Battalion 
Co~~ana post closed .t N-7~2~ and moved. to its new bivouac at N-tlv~lbu, 
distanoe marcnea - 2 1;2 miles. At .L6vu nours, information was receivec 
that 'ttle Britisn nad taken BAT'rIPaGLIA and tnat tne .Lst platoon of "All 
compa:ly Wlc.er Lieut8!lant Matter nat1 ~oved into position at N--827242. At 
.Lbju nuur.::; tne 5attalion comnander returned to tne Battalion command post witn 
infvrn~'tion tnat Reconnaissance Co~a~y ~a been ordered back to the Bat'talion. 
At 174:;' nOllrt:l, tnu 3tl.ttalion Executive. r.~jor lJaniel s.'r. Hinmau, reported to 
tne J.4ls'G Infantry Ret;imental COI!lll1B.nd post on orders and after conferring 
witn 'tue Ret;imelltal COntnanding Offioer. cnangeo. tIle position of the ls't 
platoon of ItAI' company 'to N-S:;,22~ with the remaino.er of "A" company 
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\:,,~-rorT 
movsa 'to N-bl)l75 for cover~e o£ t:h6 J4,.Lst Ini'antry Regimental advanc e 
on EBOLI. 

At lJ,ju hours, 1'3 ~€;lptember, 'tr.e ~'Ctalion receivea tile mission 
of covering the 1'/':ftn cumbat T8t1.r.l on 11Il at'tack 01' Hill 4vb (N-ot424:J). 
The Ba'Cta.1.ion COTllliN:I.UaOr assigrwG 1,;ne m.ission to "A" CJ:npan;','. Lie-.l~enant 

Fredttrick C. Miner, the Company comm.and.er, pJ.tl.ced two I!;uns a't ,~-U5J.222. 

'tWo bUllS at N-04u2J..u, j guns at N"'b4~22.L auj j Guns at ~~-o~j2utl. At 
2Uju hours, the Battalion Command.er returned. to 'tnc::: 2a'ttulion COI[:.';ltl.nd. 
ilust from VI Corps COlllllaua post wi"til informatiun tna.t "C" comp!J.~y wouJ.Ci 
return to tne ]3attti.lion on 2u september. 

At lj2u nours .. O:'~ 2u ,september, oraera wore l'oceived from VI Corps 
tnat tne bUJ.at Tank jJestroyer Battalion is c<,etacneu ::.r"Jlil tre 14J.~t 

combat 'l'Eltun, 'trw 4~1,;n Infantry Division, /;tnCi 'tne )btu I;J.1"b.ntry Divis ion 
respectively, and is a'ttuCrttta to -erie )ra rni'antry Dl vision; to as semble 
the compl€lt.e Bb.tttdion a" "ne present looation of tn", Ea.'t'talivn 
Conunan<1 post. 

Officers a.nd men of' tne 6ulst TIO.nk: V8strO;{Eir Bb."G'0 ... .lion wer') ra'ther 
pertiUrbed by "tne usual attac.nm.ents auti detacnmeu1.S of cum;~Wlias a:1U 

p.Latoons to various orbanizations for support, 'lOt; even in one aivi~i(;n, 
but in severai di-visions, illcludine; Britisn. AS a rosult uf vperatior..s 
in the T'T);nSIAN' CAI';lPAIG~f and as a result of discussiuns with com;nanciers 
at tne. Close of tile TthiI::> IAl'T CA.\f>AIG~~, AHied Force Heb.a(~uarters arlO 
Stn Army ncadquarters published traininb [wtas ad.vising t;.t';lIlt 'l'l;.(ak 
Destroyers Batita,lions be kep"t intact, at leasti in une uivision 
sector, tu repel a possible larbo tank thrust in that s0ctor. All 
major uni tis are equipped. wi'th anti-tank weapons i'uunCi 'to ue must 
ef::'ecti-ve in operation uLainst srw.lJ. tank tllrusts. 

More leeway snou.l.a be 6i Ve~l tnE! natl.u.l.io!l communcier of t,tle Tank 
Destroyer Batt :J.iion ;even u'c.ili"-ing him as Divisiun anti-tank Ofl'ieer, 
a.s aoes the 4,',11 Ini'untr;i ;;1 '/lsion in control of the anti...-e6..nk l'6b.tures 
in a di vi,s i Oili:l.J. sec'tur. DurinG nost of tile operations the Battalion 
COIl111wnder ana. B~nt.alion ~tu.i'1' were u::>ea 6.0 mess6Llger boys betweeH nigner 
neaclquar'cers an,a. 't.!'l6 v.....rious I:;;un cor.lPanies b.nu pla.toons de'ta.cn.€'d from 
tne Batta.lion. In s()me cases~ 'the Da:ttalion commanuer was lef\; comple'Cely 
out. of' tne pic1;t;.re. At VlI.rious times, even Compa.ny Comanaers were overJ.ooke<1. 

NO battle casualties were incurred. by tne Ba talion during tne operl:i:tio:l 
due to tne 1'b.ct tha.t no actual contac't wi t!1 t;ne ene~Ily 'Was e;ained. by any 
eJ..e~e~t of tne Battalion. 

c. GRnES 
~st Lt. bu.Lst 'I' .D. En. 
Aajutl:i.nt. 
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