HEADQUARTERS
O6ULST TANK DESTROYER FATTALION
APO  5U6 Ue S. army

27 september 1944

SUBJECT ; Letter of Transmittal

T0 s Commanaing General, 56th Intantry Division, APO %6, UeSs Armye

le Transmiited herewitin are reports for the operation AVALANCHE
a8 requested by lLetter Hq. %oth Infantry Division dated 2L September
1945, Subjecty MHistorical Recoras aand Eistories of Orgaanizations™s

) 2+ Delay in trensmitial was caused by tridge being wasnea out,
preventing truffic from this sector on tnat date.
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OULST TANK DESTROYER RATTALION
e5 september L1443

ASslguva To Yon grmy and furiner assigned to ¥I Corps, the
pauotalion Commander, djor walter p. Tardy, wae informed tnat his
operaticas would be witn tne 3%6tn Infantry pivision vpun landing
on an uwiknowu nostile snoree.

¢ne complete gun company of i guns, one partial gua company of
o guns, uad one depleted gun company of L guns witn additicnal aec-
essury command venicies, totaling 9% venicles in alli, were designated
by nigher lLieadquarters a8 tne cumplemeéent Lo move on the originul wave
(D a=y)e The remainger of the Battalion remained benind to urrive au
tne iestination on D pius Oe

Tne f'irst com.lement loudsd on landing Ship Taunk 3555 and landing
Ship Tank 57b at KAROUBA docks, 3IZERTE P(RT on b Septomber 19;3% under the
commud O Brigwaier Genersal Wiibtbur, Yoo grmy Svalf. At that time, 2
Of'ficers and ivwo knilstea fen, ali wvalusble guanery personnedi, were
stidl in §:CILY on & Prisonsr of jar detull umaer ftn grry countroi by a
rorner attucnmente ‘[ne Bavtotion's mission was not in an pAnti=tank rode
but to f'ire as artitiery in couraination with the 15ist ®ieid artitaery
Battalione

{ho D=day couavoy lef't Bizerte narbor ou | gepuenocer Lwy) or which
THe aavaace elamonts of Lne SULst Taul Lestroyer Butituliion, autore-
menticned, were u parte Very iittle occured auring the ocean voyags,.
The weatner was excellent, una all available time was devoted to
calestnenics anu whatever training coula pe conducted aboard ships (n
tne .nor.ilag of Y gepismber 19,45, the snips eatered Gulfo Di Salerno
and preparec to oseaca on cail Trom snore controi. 4t i163v, the forward
glemants ol tne puttalloa laaded on the {nited S§tutes Red Beach at
PASTUN, ITALY. fTne laading was in order except tnat tne Battaiion
Commundserts mamif'~-tracx, aue tec improper sounaings of tho beach by the
Navyy drove oif into & 1eet oI water und was immediately rendered use=
less. 'ne Battalion moved trom the beach to an assembly area &t co=
orainates [-84bOVULL, und comnenced de=-waterproofing operations. The
Battalion Comnander reportsa to the soth Infantry Division Command
Post, and Za turn was told to report to tne 1Hilst Fieud agrtillery
Battaiion Commund rost, wnere he was assigned the mission ofy (1)
supporiing the iblst Fieid artiilery firing to the South and on the
right flank of vne beacuneud; (Z) covering the road from QGLIASTRO
against & possible sae.ay tank at.acke
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BATTLE RFORT OF TEE UPSRATION "AVALA(CHE" (contt)

B SES
SERIEENE
At 17wu hours on LO septamber'l94§, the Battalion Comnmider was

ordered by ths 40th Infantry Division Cumnander to attach "G" Company
(12) guns to the 1318t Fiedid grtiilerye At U3W0 hours, 1L September,
the Battalion Commander received oraers to prepare the eiements present
of "A" una "3" Company ror re-embarkation at JoUU hours on Reda Reuch %o
support the Ranger (Qperation on tne AMALFI PuNI.SULA ander the conmmana
of Lieutenunt Colonel Darby. This operatiorn wilt be explained in a iater
paragraphe.

At 213%0 hours, the Battuziion Commmnder received informetion from
the javy that tne Germuns were to astempt a ianding of paracnute Troops
on tne airtield at N=~8L7ULBLG or on the Red Reach in tne vicinity of
PAESTUNM., The Commanding Genseral of the 36th Infantry Division airected
that C" Company be aierted to move M-1Us to either positione. fine
Company Commander, Captain H. B. Sundstron, recoanoitsred routes. AtS
V50V hours on 44 September, "G Company moved on order of the Gommanding
General, %6th Infantry Division, to the vicinity of N-9UbUBS with the
mission oI protecting tnabt puss against an enemy tank thruste The
pattaiior Commander weat to the VI Corps Comnand pPost to confer with
the antiv tenk (Of'ficer oa future anti-tank usages ol the jpattaliions
Upon return to the Rattalion Command post, he airectea that the Command
Post be moved to the vicinity of "C" Company positionse Battaiion
off'icers continued reconnaissgance to iocate friendly and enemy dispos-

tions in thne ALBANKILA sectore

In the meantime, the contingent of "AM and "B" Gompunies (12 guns)
under tvhe command of Mejor Edward L. gustin, Batuiulion §=2, participated
with a task force comprising one compaay of tanks, one battery ct pieid
Artiliery, one company of Shore Bngineers, oune company 0r Inf'antry aad assurt=
ed small units in the landinyg on AMALFI FLuNINSULA. The force under
commana Oi' Bigadier General Wilbur iouded on landing Craft Tanks
at 1850 housrs, 1L September with 1o oraers. QOne M-iv ot "g¥ Compauy
was Lost in tho water because the Ceptuin of landing Craft Tank 422
(British) ordered the gun onto the beach saying that the water was
shaliow. It was note Major pustin received orders at U3uwW hours to
foliow Ianding Craft Tank 27 to the new iending. Landing CQratt Tank
27 1vs% its leader and most of the couvoy remained off Red Beach for
the remainasr of tne aay and night. Howsver, part of the venicies and M-10s
unloaded at MACRI ubout L33u hours on 12 Septembore Heavy enemy bombing
on the convoy continuea tvhroughout operations but no casualties were
incurred by members of this Battalione

On itanding, tne force was attacned o the British Loth Division
and moved to PASTENX, and nad been hurrisdiy cetached and attached
to the Rritish 128vn Rrigade atv PONTECAGNANO FIANO. O©One Plavoon
Was placed in positiva and conducted fire on a position &t a point
1l 1/2 mites East of towne At U7UU hours, 14 September the force was ate
tached to the 2%rd Tenk Brigace (British) and movea to N=77518ue
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Major austin receivea orders tnat tne force would be used on &

reserve Taak pestroyer missione 4t 12V0 hours, L4 September, the
following, verbal oruar was received from tne ivtn Britisn Corps via

the 25rd Tunk Brigaae; Myou wilil pruceed at once to N=7Y5i56 and
contact agmerican Trucpse Witn thnem you will make a counter-attack

on yuur own initiative. You are attached to gmerican VI Corpse "gpM
Company, 7Hist Taank Battalion is attached to youe"™ Tne force movea

to Tae designuated point and an officer contacted the Commanaing (Officer
lyist Infantry Regiment una advisca him of orders received. Ie had

no counter-attack in mina wad gave orders Ior the torce to remain in
their preseant positionse

PN

Major Ausuvin lad reportveu to th~ Rritisn Lluth Corps to cneck autnen=—
ticity of orders and after naving recs.ved orders tarough yI Corps attach=
ing; tne force vo thw i4i8t Infantry Regiment, reported to that Cormana
PusT tor vraerse. {8 received a primary mission of anti-tank defense,
emp loying tanks aad M-iv Tuilk Destroyerss Reconnuissance was made by ail
officors ana tne pian as outiined in Qverday, lo September, was approved
by tne Comunding ofticer ujlst Infantry Regiment. At vE3u hours, 15
September, Mjor austin conferred witn the Commanding Officer i14%rd Fieia
Artvilliery Bavvalion, and deciaed to place nine M-ius ("B" Company pius 2
guns agtaucned from vhe ovistn Tunk Destroyer Battaiion) in firing
positions at N=7oHlbhe The guns were surveyed in by the 1gard Fisela
Artiliery Ratvalion, ana one gun registersad. Immeaiute orders were given

to coase firing becauseé counter-butiery trom the enemy had landed
in the 15%rd pieid aruiitery 3attation fire pirection Ceater,

In the afternoon, pldns were mmde To coordinate anti-tenk
deiense witn tne British oo the lelt flankes

Thne gecoad ecnesor of the Buttation (Bguns troam "4% Compmay, L4
guns trom "g" Compawny, nousekeeping venicies, [econnaissance Company
and Hsadguarters Company) remained in BI4ERTE LO move ou the D pius
© convoye Lvery elfort was being maae to secure tne revurn of 2
Qificers anc iUl Kalistea Men Ifrom the Prisoner of ywar Detaii in .
SICILY.

AT LOuv nours, 12 geptember, vhe 2 (ificers and 1Ub kniisted
Men returned from tne Prisoaner oI gar petaild in SICILY, ©On L3 Sept=
ember, ordsrs were receivea ana whe foliowing venicies were loaded
on Lumnalng Ships Tank 58v waa 4w st KARCUDA Q0CKsy Deconimissance
Company, tne rsmuinder of Wui, MW snc "C" Companies, and the Command
Post Group plus necessary housekeeping venicies from Heaoquarters
Cumpanye ‘Tag romsinder o:r Heamdquarters Company was to move ror
arrival at SALZRWO on D pius 12e AT €lUU nours, L3 September, the
second picnelon iel't BILERITE FURT.
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BALTLE REPCR. OF THY OPERATIO: "AVALANCHE! (coart)

Tne Convoy moved at a meemm od of @ight knots, iu & mean airocticn of
Northeast. eather was excellent, no enemy si;hnted.

Af'ter L4u hours on tne WDITERIAEALN, tne convoy arrived atv tne oyLF
OF SALE:0 and disembarked at i18sv, 15H geptember at ;,=/2c24ve It was
subjected to enemy snelling while untoadinge Eiements of' Mrjor pustints
Force were immeaiuveliy Locuted und tne &nd Echeion ciosed in vioouac at
N={9i1Hv uftver marching = aisiaunce of five miiese

At 1ujv hours, 10 September, & message was reaeived from the 155rd
Fiela grtiliery Battalion, thut a iarge enemy tank force was moving in ine
vieinity of N=u2o2ive The furce was alertea una Lieutenunt Giviaw, Recoan=
alssance (Qft'icef, went forward on recornualssauCe. Ho rouna that 12 teuks
had attacked friendiy positions ut STe LUCIA, ThaT tnree of tnese tunks
had been placed out of action by DBritisn anti~tank guss and tne remaining
tanks hao witvndrawne. AT M4V hours, 16 geptember, "C" Corpuny was moved
to tne vicinity of N=Yubuyu to attuck ALRA K La with Ttne Sulith pParacnuve
Regiment and tnen to attuack ALTAVILLA, N=YH/(ibve

AU 1Y5H nours, 16 September, tne Battulion Coummancer returnsd to
the Battallon Coummund pPost from tne fitn Tutauntry Division Commana
Post with information that the OULST Tunk pestroyer Rattialion, iess
gt Company, is attacnea to tne 45tn Infantry Livisiou ariillery snd
would operate under tne control oi Lisutenaat Quluinel Casey, fat «llion
omnandaer, o4otn Tuik EesTroyer Hattalloil, uand wae Division anvti-tuak
Uilicser, in tne same sector as previously ovcouplivu oy "W Compuuy, wi
Nt Gompailye AT L/HV NOUrs, oh8 Rallailud QUiniand Fust Ciostu &l y=78ULbs
adG MOVed VO The dew DLvoual at N=(YeLlLo aluor carcnlily; a ailstuuCu ol 1y
miless

AU 1Yvv nours, Tiue pullolivd Quimander caildcad tne Company
Comeanders and i1&ld out &ll anti-taak pdiaa of o0 sratic i for tne Luit.iion
in vne sector H=/w2Led == [=0)020v, He=uulldY == NeO4J10Y wWitn #x%" Cumpauy
COVerinl LA& rual ;={02L102 == [[=05H2bwv, Twu piatoons of WRM" Compuny covering
THS Touu {=0UGlny == J=84916Y, onc platoon ot #8% Company coverin tne
road J=ouUoljye==N=GLY10Y anG ROCOILu1SERICe (IMraly Co.uuuCTiLy recu.liaiss-
auCe patlllols Uil all TAread Iudis TNVl ..wul Tag dijnte

AU VUlY nours, 1f 56, TEMUEr, W musSd, ¢ Was r'eviivead by r.diog

L) Comaadlng Generald, i Lit'untry Division == passcmble Recoqi-
aissance Company, OULst Taak pesvroyer Bavtalloun witnout deley uud meve
it 1o bivousac of icutn Regimental Combat Team vicinlvy of [J=d7uuiue
Recounm.ssunce Compuny Communding Officer ot report te G = 5, VI Corps
Ior 1ustructicnse /{t vilud nuurs, tne puvtuiioa L Cmanuer, racelivean
orders TO seid ond [[6ciudalssance yiriccl wnd oac Guwl ery criicer i VI
Corps Cumauna PosTe  Ln& fatuailiva uililaauer craered Lieutenant Tewell,
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DA ULES sbest o Loas Cisaa” 107 "aV LasCIsY (coury)
NTRS
Mot corpeny to VI Qurps Comiana Post with instrucnuions ror 1ieuteasnt
Giclia TO remain Lueres At WL hours, Reconnalssance gompany mnoved
to 1ts new bilveuace J{t Lluv auvurs, Lieutenant Yuwell returned to tae
Battallon Cowmund Pust wiul u missicn for "as" Company =nc Reconnsissancs
Company tu be a part oI a special task l'orge unasr Brigaaler Geansral
wilbwr, cumposed of tne LSUth Combat Team, one Ralt -lion %otn kagineers,
one Company i2uth mngineers, i8Ytn Fieia zrviilery Rattalion, and attacned
Tank pestro;er, guti=sircrul't and Tankdée The mission was to move a flying
wedge around the rijnt flanxk oi the sector of upserations through LEB0LI
and CCMURSI to BaabVaiio, At i4uu hours, the Bettadlion Comwnder returaned
te tne Battalion Command post rrom VI Corps Comnund pPost with informmtion
that the operution was postponed indetinitelye

AT UYUU hours, L& peptember, tne Battalion Commander, was oraered to
report to tne L4yth Pivision artillery Command pust for orderse At 1uul
hours, a telepnone message was received from the Commanding Officer
Uy i8t Combat Team for an offic3r tu report for orderse Tnhe pattalion
8-9, Cuptuin BepeGe FuLier, reported. At this stage, no one scemed To know
vo whom tiie Dettailon wes aittacned, naving received orders from two difterent
sourcess AT Lusv nours, wne Battalion Liwison (Officer arrived at the Ruttalion
Ccommund Post witn tns VI Corps list of (Organization of Proops which clare-
ified tTne present status of the Battulione 'vhe Battalion was attached to
tro 4hun [adantry Division uader tns control of ana operating in the
sector uif the 1UplsT Joumbat Teum, wihicn wuas also atteched %o the L45tn
Juantry Division, anda under ine control of Lieutenant (olonel Casey,
Division gati~-tank Otficers.

At 1luv nours, the Battaiion g=4% returnsd to tne Batvallion Command
Fost witn orders to placs a platoun in position to cover the RBritisn ud=-
vance to BATTIPAGLIA, (W=03vesb)s The lst piatoon of "a" Compuny under
tne commana of Lieuterunt Matter, was assigned tne mission. At 1230
nours, the Cummanding Generel, 4Hua Infantry Division, ordered the Battalion
t0 move TU a new bivousc Lo tne East to muxe room for the 3rd Infantry
Division assembly area. At 14l5 hours, orders were received for sajor kaward
L. Austin, Batialion §-2, to report tvo tne ti4Sth Tank Destroyer Battalion
and assume command of tnat Battulione At L45U hours the Battalion
Comnmuna post clused at N=-792440 wnd muved to its new bivouac at N=-8ublbu,
gistance marcnea = 2 1s/2 miless At 16V nours, information was recsivec
that tne 3ritisn nad taken RATTIPAGLTA «nd That the lst platoon of MaM
Company under Lisutenant Matter naqa moved into position at N=8272L2e At
lb6%v pours the 3attalion Commandser returned to tne Battalion Command Post with
information thnat Reconnaissance Compaay hua been ordered bacx to the Battulione
At 74b noursg, tno 3uttalion pxecutive, Major paniel SeTe. Hinman, reportea to
tne lylst Infuntry Regimeatval Command Post on orders and after conferring
witn tne Regimeantal Communding (fficer, cnangea tne position of the 1st
Piatoon of "a" Company to N=-852224 with tne remainaer of "aA" Company
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BATTLE REPURY OF " UFERATICN "AVaLa.CEm" (eunti)

L aneY
movea to WN=0ls.l75 for coverage of the lilst Infantry Regimentai advaucae
on EBCLI.

At 113V hours, 1Y geptember, tre Bavtalion recelvea the mission
of covering the L{Ytn Cumbut Teum on an atvack of Hill 4ub (p=86424Y9) e
Ths Battalion (omaanacr assignes the mission to "a" Company. Lieutenant
Frederick C. Miner, ths Company (ommander, piumced two guns at (=t51222,
TWO puns 8t N-BLU2LIU, 3 guns at N=B4Hd2li and £ guns at y=53352u8. At
2U3u hours, the Bauttalion (ommander returned to tne R&Llaiion (oimand
Pust from VI Corps Commana post with int'ormation tnat "C" Compuny wouldd
return to the Battalion on 2U Septembers

At L1520 nours, on 2U §eptember, oraers were received from VI Corps
that tne ouUlst Tunk pestroyer Rattalion is detucned Irow tne Lylst
Combut Yeam, tne 4bhtn Intfantry Division, ana the >otn Iurfuntry Division
respectively, and is avttucnea to the sra Intuntry pivision; to ussembie
the complete Buttalion ut tne present location of the Favtaiion
command poste

Officers und men of the 6Uist Tunk pestroyer Rutialion wers rather
perturbed by the usual attachments and detacnments of compunies and
platoons to various orgenizations for support, nut even in one divisicn,
but in severai divisions, including 3Britisne A4s & rosult of uvperutions
in the TWIISIAN CAMNPAIGY and as & result of discussions with commanders
at tne close of the TULISIAN CAMPAIGYH, Ailisd PForce Hewdguarters aa
Hth Army leadquarters published training notes advising that Tank
pestroyers Battalions be kept intact, at ieast in one aiwvision
sector, to repel 4 pussible large tank thrust in that sectore all
major unitvs are eguipped with anti-tank weapons found To be most
eflective ian operation agalnst smmll tank thrusitse

More leeway snould be givea the Batialion Commander of thne Tank
pestroyer Buttaiion ‘eveq willizing him as Division santi-tank Qtticer,
as aoes the 4% h Infantry Jivision in control of the antietank t'sutures
in & divisiouad sectore During most of the operations the Battalilon
Comnender and Buttailon Stul't’ were used as messenger boys betweeu higner
neecgquarters ant the vurious gun corpanieés unu platoons detached from
the Rattalioane In some cases, the Battalion Commander was lefy completely
out of' tne pictures gt various times, even Compaay Comanders were overiookeds

NO battle casusltles were incurred by tne Ba talion during the operution
due to tne tuct that 1o actuad contact with tne enemy Wuas gained by any

elemeat of tne Battelione
Z? /fgtoqlhf

JAMES C. GRIUES
18T Lte OULBT TeDe Rne
Adjutant.
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