HEADCUARTERS

6018T TANK DESTROYER BAMLIW
m m U. ve m
2 July 1944
SURJECT: Reports of Oparstions for Period 1 = 30 June 194k
° t Cosmanding Genersl, Third Infantry Division, AP0 #3, & Arwy

a. SUSARY OF OUR GPERATOONS:

601st Tank Destroyer Battalion (with Conpany "A™ = towed 3 guns -, 805th
Tank [estroyer Battalion attached) coutinusd to remain attached to mm
Infantry Division 8t the opening of the period. Company “A* supported
sdvanee of J0th Infan Regiment; Company "B" supported advance ef 15th
Infantry &M onn (1) Platoon, Company "C" supperted advanoce of Speecial

Serviee Forus; two (2) Platoons remsining in Division Reserve. Two (2)
Platoocas, Heconraissangs Coopany attached to and supported advance of Com~
panisa "A" and "B%.

¥isaion, Third lafantry Division: Continws attagk towmrds and sedse
YAL#ONTGHE (coords.00530), prepared to eontizus atteek N towards PALES-
IN: (ooorus. 083415). Misslon, 6Cdst Tank Destroyer Battaliens Coutinwe
to support advanee Third Infantry Division by direct fire and render aati-~
tank defense within Division Sestor.

The Lattalion clesely swported the sdvance of friendly infantry ele~
meats with direst fire, being employed in an ssseult gun role on enawy
velilcles, hachine gum nests, and growps of enwmy infantry, ets. Targets
of opportunity such &g tanks, self-propelled juna, ete., were taken. wder
fire on 8ight with sxsslisnt results.

Thofiutmkdtmmdmmmwmmuyhynubm
susxy resistance vieinity VALVONTONE and north Sowards PALESTRINA. "hen }
this realstxnce was beeken, a general withdraml of the enemy twrmed into o
a disorganized retreat. The Dattalion fanned owt over a wide froaot in ™
close pursuit, asslisting eatrudled infantry in redusing enemy road bloeks "

~ and disparsing small peekets of enemy infantry swpperted by one or two
tanks or self-propelled gums. The movemsat of the Division swmng towerds Sos
RONE and such was its rapidity that wnite of the Dattalion bocems widely v
seperated mhile supporting varieus fast-moving Tusk Forees speeding to-
wards the TIESH. Diffisult preblams of supply were satisfactorily solved
by contact with redio snd use of guldes to forward elemmts.

The latter three~fourths of the period found the Buttalion attached
successively to II Corpe, II Coyps irtillery, 835th Infaatry Livision (in
II Corps), and {imal retaum to Infantyy Division (in VI Corps).
iLiaison, hiveuss areas, prograns were sstablished with suecesd-
ing higher units only to be abandousd on reseipt of new orders. lsanshils
She Battalion asseabled Yast of NOUE and undeywent a poried eof rest, re-
habilitation and recreation in the ROIE Area. Susgessive read msvements
wore ande to the OSTIZ LIND area, ANZIO staging ares and finally closed
vieinity QUALIARO, north of HAPLES where the fattalion remained at the
elose of the period.
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Be SUSKY OF SNiHX OPRKATIONSY

Ensiy operations invelving this organisation were confined initially to
blocking our destroyers supporting frisndly infantry in assaulting VilJOHTONE
and PAIFSTRINA and finally te mgworting by direct fire the redustion of his
amall poaksts of resistance holding up the Fifth Amy advance on KGiE. The
Oersmn would fire on our destroysrs with one or two tanke or self-propelled
guns from behind successive patural berriers alopg his route of withdrawal

He would haxress our tank orews with long range nachine gun, mashine vis-
tol and mniper fire. Destroyer Commanders in turn would direct fire ou sus~
pooted ot known targets of opportunity such as houses, haystacks, woods,
ditehes, etc., behind or in which the smamy had sought temporary and hasty
eatrenchmernt,

' The dewlitions of the ensxy and his infrequent employment of xines were
sffective in covering his withdramal and delaying cur pursuit. Lilkewise he
attempted with & ainimm of suscess o hold up our advance with leone strafing
and bombing attacks by his aircraft at night.

The oversll ploture of the Krnut's operetions was that of a determined
resistance ¢ollapaing with a consequent sdthdrawmsl and disorganised retreat
cunparsble Lo the closing days of the Tunisian Campaign. Our finel comtaet
with him case at the TIESR River where his vehicies and infantry moving north
across the Liver were takea under fire by our wanits before the Division we

relieved by the Fressh Expeditionary Gorps.

The Battalion was closed in bivouwms north of LUALIARD, Italy at the end
of the periocd, assigned %o AFH:, attached to PBS for Supply end Administrwtion,
verbally attacnied to Thind Infantry Divislem for plans and treining.

J0th June found an amphibdcus training progrem underway, involviang loading
and wnloading of landing creft; reconditioning ef vehicles and parsonnel; traim-
ing of tank arews wnder three catagoriss: Drivers, guwners, radic operators,
with each asmber bessming preficient in all three fislds.

Battalion eompleted recrganiseation purswant to Section 11I, Genersl Orders
#99, Headquarters, FLfSh Army, dated 1l June 1944, #ritten recuest mwas sub-
mitted for retention of eertain vehicles found absolutely necessary for sue-
osssful eontinuation af method of -plur-nt ordersd by Third Infantry Dive
ision. (Ses Annex F3 for oapy thereof.

_Due to period of rest, rehabilitation, and recreation, worsle was highe
~Imeressed spirit of “esprit de sorpes” wes noted, with consequent improvement
in affieiengy, nilitary bearing and deportment. Period closes with cog-
Wﬂ:bl‘iooncnmpleu rehebilitation of personuel and naterisl ia
antiaipation of future amphibious opsretions.

¥her: an attack is made by tank destroyers through an emesy minefield the
speed of the attack must of necossity Le limited to the rute at which the
shgineers are properly able to resove the aines.
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Neoonstends

That each Coapany bs provided with 13 M=10's so that one may be used as
a commnd vehicls without deoreasing the strengih of one of the Platoons.
The wehiclas to date that have been provided for the Company Commander have
all besn too "thinw-skinned* for him to move about in cosparstive safety while
directing operstions.

That an i~10 should have a spomson lap machine gun budlt right into it
8o that it may be operated by the radio operator.

That each }=10 and half-tirack which is used as a radio car have a amall
gensrator of the Timy Tim Type built in it so that the vehicles engine preper
does not have to bs run %0 charge the batteries,

That sume type of periscope be devised that could fit in the imdirect
sight mount when 4%t 48 not in use.

That the magrifaetion of the direet sight be increased to 6~8 power.
X6 T
e.mmmmu«.zmm»rmtmtumLu
the 86 that during indirect fire missions the gunner can bring the
gmt on the aiming stalke himself.

Tuat #-10's be eqQuipped with chevron type trecks only. The dejres to
-bicht:i:mmnmotnck increases crose-country mobility is wn—-
bslievable,

That soas type of armered shield be preovided for the rediators of the
#-10's as time and again they were punctured with shrapnel.

WALTER E. TARDY

Lisutenant Colonel, Fisld Artillery
, Cosmending
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HEAD JUAR TEKS
GOLST TANK DESTHOYER BATTALION
APO bl U, 5. ARNY

- 3 July 154h

Jme 1 - 2 guns, Jrd Platoon, Cospany "A® destreyed eme tank vicinity of J0th
Infastry Sester and shelled enemy Infantry with direct M fire.

Juns 2 = 3rd Matoon, Company "A" osptured 7 saipers. Company "B" imoaked owt
2 enexy tanks vieinity 103520.

Jue 3 = Company "A" destreysd 2 self-propelled guns and one Stam (prebadle).

June b = lat )nmmmummumnsmmarm
THINA on PALESTRINA - VALINTORE Rigisay.
m.mnpwbn'-mmv 1958,

Juns 5 -conpamr'umtcnl-low_mannnu.

June 6 - 1 gun, nC* fived 25 rounds at enemy vehisles ( 2 muned and
destroyed) and enmeny persoanel. _
1st Platosn, Company "A" fired wpon two enemy tanks (destreyed) and
3 enemy truaks (destrayed).

'Jnm? ~ Pisneer Platcen, Reecn. Company asaisted 10th Engineers in mine sweep-
ing of OSTIA LIDO Avea. Reconnaissanes of OSTIA LIDO Area for bivewmes,
patrol rouies coomanced.

Juns 8 <« Reconnaissance eof OSTIA LIDC Ases for bivouass, patrol routes coatin~
uss while Plenser Platoon assista l0th Enginsers sweeping sines in
CSIT4 LIDD Ares,

June 9 <« Reconnaissance being made of CESSANC Ares for future bivouse of
Battalien.

June 10 = Resorsmissanes of bivouse area vieinity C-SUAND (635877) sontinues,

June 11 - Battalion attashed to 85th Infantry Division as of 111XO0B June 19%A.
l(lmm%m instigated for moving Battalion to vicinity GSTIA LIDO

June 12 - M. 5=3 sad Billeting Purty selected new tivouac ares at 670526,
Ploneer Platoon, Recon. Campany in precess of sweeping for aines in
new biveuas ares.

June 13 - Ploneer Platoen, Rscon. Company continued sweeping mines in nex bivouss
area vidinity (670526).

June 14 - Mpw«mmmh.crammmwuaum
erwa‘tmm

June 1§ = New bivouac shheeted vicinity 689AA7 and ares being nopt.tera.tmw
Hooon. voapany, Plonser Flateon.

Jmlb ktwmmmumtm-twnwhhimm%
LhT7 at 1615008 June 1944,

June 17 ~ Hilleting detall, Resen. Company, left for vieinity of POLZUOLLI with
Division Bllleting Party.

June 18 - Heavy maimtensnee work ewstizwd prior to Battaiica meve.
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June 19 - Battalion moved to bivouse viainity 347184k at 190730B Juns 19Gk.

June X - Zatialion underwent period of rehsbilitation, rest, and care of
equipment.

Juns 2 - Finel preparations deing mads to move Battalion whesled wvehicles
ovarland to viscinity QUALIANO.

June 22 - Pattalion wheeled vehisles left bivousc viginity 847212 at 2200408
to rove to vicinity of CUALIANC.
Tracked vehicles remained in btvouns swaiting movement bty water.

June 23 - Battalion moved from pre-selected biveuac to better bivousc losation
west of QUALIANO,

Jdune 24 ~ All tracked wehicles in Battaiion arrived from ANZIO by boat.
June 25 - Usual bivoume duties.
dJune 26 - Usual bivoums duties,

June 27 ~ Seveniy~six psrsons in Battalion received awards at Third Divisics
Corenony . :

Jume 28 - Battalion began training sshedule coumeneing with asphibious exer~
elses with an 157,

Jube 29 -~ smphibious exeroises with LCTfs,
June 30 - lisual Livouas and training duties. Capt. FULLER proasted to the
rank of njor.

For tbe BATTALION COMMANDER:

g
: : \T xﬂ\ C
' M‘A\| B "3‘/‘*;\\ U -

“GEORGE P. MACKLIN
st L., PA
AdJutant
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HEAD VARTERS
60387 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO kbl U. 8. ARMY
AN # 31 3 July 1944
SUAERY OF DAMAGE INFLICTEDU OK EXEMY
PRRIOD: 1 JONE ~ JJUNE 194
2. ACO s RBQO 3 GO0 s AN 2 IIAL
Tenks & 9P's s 5 s ) ] ) s @
Avmd Cors & Half-Tyasks ] ' s ] Bone
Maghing Guns ) ¢ s 2 ] : a
Atillery & ATGvng s 1 88am s 1] : ' i
" ——
Priscners of iar s 7 ] $ ] 6 3 3
Risecllanesus ' 3 trekn 12 vohiclees ' 3 Treaks
] 3 ) ) 1t 2 Vehiglew
GASULATIES INCUREN BY &015T T.D. MM,
PERIOB: 1 JUNE - 30 JUMR 1944
1A L 390 Q00 s RONQ s 10 Q0 3 TOTAL
-, Emlisted iian t 31+ 12 31 ] ] s
. Gfficers : s 8 /ey . 1 B ) g
M-10's (RO'd not wo= ¢ 1 ¢ ' 2 : : 3
pairable in 24 hewpe): s 3 : P 3
For the BATTALIGN COMMANDER: .
e /
v R R
“ : ( ‘/ 5 \&'v(‘u)., N
ORORUS, Fo MACKLIN
1s Lt,, 7A






