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SUBJECT:
' 15~ 31 March 1945 o
TO : Commanding Ganeral,?ﬁrd nifantry Division,
APO #5’WUJ Su.Armyp‘ ’ Co . i
(2) SUMMARY OF UUR OpiaTION$:

Infantey Division with dirsetifire, on the asssult and breaching. .
of the SIIGPAIED LIN®, the cvéssing of the RHINE RIVERN and the -
pursuil of tho cnemy, into grogbt:r GERMANY., On 14 March 1945 the
PBabbalion moved from ibs training arsa with the Dlvisgion to a
position in the vieinity of EYTING (Q593485). feom which to begin |
the now offonsive, On 15 iMar hﬁlﬁéﬁ-aachymuﬁpahy-movad“wiﬁhﬁitsA-T—
roespectivs Regiment to a Torward assenbly aréa in poearabion for &
the atback on the IIAAFRIAD LiN@E: "a? Cdmpaay'with-thgp?thﬂia+)
fanbry Regiment; "B Company] with the 15th Infantpy Rejlmenti
HeP gom any «dth the 3uth Infantry Regiment and Recormalesuncy
Comyany «#ith the s0th Infantry Reglment. During the Ti-st day
of this offwnsiv: the Battallon was held up conalderably by extensr |
jve fields of non-metallle wmines. Thres deatpoyera of the Bat- . -
talion wore disabled by mines oni roads that had preylously been R
reported clesared by the Enginoers,

During this period ktaiﬁatﬁalion.auppayted tho Third'.:

had bsen orogsed the desiroyers w

are able bo give the Infantery

Howsver, ocnce theas umine balts

close support ak all times,
LINE the destroysrs supporbe

During the assault onthe SIGOPRTED .

d the Infantry with clgse~in dirset

fire on pillboxss, machine gun nestsa, and gun emplicements, Fany
small pillboxes and machine gun emplacemonty wore gompletsely de~
stroyed by this devastating firej although the 90mm gun has little
physical effect on. the largs forts it had a tromendons psychologleal
effect on the personnel and caussd the onemy to surrenday in droves,

nece the SIHJGFRAIED LINLE had been breached, all organized enemy
pasistance before the %rd Infantry Division collapsed and the o
Battalion moved with the Division to the approachss of the RHINE
VALLEY where it assembled in preparation for the crossing of the
RHTHE 2IVIR, On the 26th of Wareh 1945 the Dlvision faveed a ;
srosaing of the RHINE AIVER in the vieiniby of WORMS. At this time
the companissa of ths Battaliom moved to direct fire poaltions on
the bank of the Rivsr und gave’ their pespactive Regiments direct .. |
fipe on lmown ensmy positions and obsdvvabion posts, Upon complet- |
tionn of the bridges over the River the companivas moved to their rege i
smantal areas and supported them in the abtack due BAST dnte
groater. GEIAMANY. - ‘ : : :

: After crossing the RHINE RIVER all organized veaistané§¢WESTf~
- of the RIIINI had epparently collapsed and only small pocksts of © .




' vary strong line., These positioms waere defonded stubbornly by a !

|

- egasded r-ther alowly cnee the actual fortifications wepe reached, dbut | |
- def'snderg rear they abttaempted tolwithdraw, By then it was too late

‘REINZE. The foreas thus capbured had apparsntly coumted largsly in the
‘had very little to oppose the Allied crosaing of the RHINE and the

-atback EAST from there, The enemy withdrew his very aparse forece b
' theough the Odenwald fighting a few scattered dalaying uctions enroute |

' the initlial phase the attack on the border fortiflicstion of the

- and proved the most eflsetive mesns the snemy had of hindering the

During the latter part of the perlod ons of our armed reeonnaissance
coarg (H-99% while apearhsading the sdvanes was trappad by an enemy

pregent campaign has boen the erossings of the RHINE and HATN Rivers.

" ing up the bridges,. It was then nascassary to ferry ths armor Across. ]
{e) SITUATION AT BND OF PERIOD,

- thelr Regimernits on a drive Northeast toward Lohr (N514465
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resistance WEST of the RHINE could be found, During this time the - = i
guna of the Battalion followsd slong with the Infantry giving diveet - b |
firs support on any enemy strong pointsjer road blooks that wes hold-. |
ing up the advgnce of tha.troopa..aLittie Piring was dons at thia - .
time because availabls tarzets were few and insignificant and gensrallyl.
saken careé of by the Infantry. ' | | ’ h “f“

(b) ENEWY OPERATIONS FOR THE PEAIOD, ' g

On the 15th of March the Babtalion again entered the line with

' the 3rd Infantry Division: south of ZWEIBRUCKEN in the Seventh Armyta - |
- attack on the Sisgfriod Lines, The front in this seetor had been P
. stotic for thres months and the ¢énemy hed taken advantage of the ine i
- terval to strengthen his defenmes with well-placed minafields snd

further entrenchments, which, with the bolta of sonerete "dragona" N
teoth and the system of pillboxes eomsbtructed previocusly, formed a

gomparativsly light snemy forse,’ The attack toward ZWEIBAUCKEN pro-
aftor the Third Army made a thrupt south to KAISERSLAUTERH at’ the

and the raesing eoluwms of frisndly armors and infantry from both
south and north swiftly cut them|off from retrest bask across the

defensive plans of ths German High Command and as & congequence they

and this procedurs was continuing at the snd of the peiriod,

Rogarding the snemy ae%ian diﬁactly ﬁrracting this Baﬁtaiiqn,‘in
SIEGRRIED LINES the minefields immobilized three of our destroyers
sdvanes of our armor. In addition to this enemy artillery sucecsded
in disabling two of our tank deatruysrs, Dus to the dearth of snemy
arnor they did not abiempt any direet engagement with our -38'a,
bYank snd lammobilized.

tns of the nmain deterrents to the advencse of ocue TDYs in this
The Gormang exploited these natural obstaclss to the utmost by blew- |
untll bridges wore constructed., This was a slow and tedious process . Ny

slowing up the advanes of the Infantry due to the 1l ack of supportin
armor In the intsrim of arocssing. - ' :

‘The Battalion was In sup.ort of the 3rd Infantry Division wil
6ach company in support of its respsctive Regiment, ALl compsnies
had orossed the HAIN River at Worth (NO25340) and ware aupportl

organlized resistance had been met and the tank destroyoras of’
Battalion moved along with the Infantry giving divect fire.
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(d) BTATUE OF PERSONWEL AND MATERIAL,

At the beginning of the peribd the Battalion was aighteon ‘men
understrength, The day prior to the beginning of ths period ninetesn
gsneral reinforesments, enlisbed men, wore reeolved, Exeluding two
medical ald men, thess men were all Armored Foresd trainees asnt from
the states two weeks befora, Although norie. of these men were basically
-trained in the operation of tanir destroysrs, they were all young and
alert and seomsd to have the. prop r apirit end will to Pight, It is '
thought that they will become goof grew men with sxpoerisncs,’ Two new
TD officers were alsc assigned to!the Babtalion during this period ="
bringing the officers strength to|T/0, but ths four additional auth-
orized overatrangth has not been reached although requisitions have
baen submitted. At the elose of the poried the Battalion was thirby-

five mon Undamstrangth-—‘the‘diffﬁrenca being due bo men hoapitaligsd o

for slckness and battle casuslties, This unit is in great nesd of

these men, having three destroysrg tarporally inmobllized due to lauks“'ﬁ;

of trained eroaws, &ost of the abbve essualtlssz and hospitalized men v
are destroyer crow men. This shofbtags of persormel has besn requia-
ltioned and all possible mesns aré baing exploited to expedite the
procuvement of these men as sosn g8 posaible, - : &

. Prior to the pragent opa?atién the Battalion vesoivsd tho new
M-36 tank destroyer in plsee of the K-10 tank destroyer, snd went into
combat wlth this wsapon for thes first time on 15 March 1845, During

this period & tank dsstroyars wars disabled by mines and 2 by artillery |-

Tire, but only 2 were totally lost, Thsso tank destroyors were ro-
placed almost immediately and themes damagod have been repaired and
- are now In operation. ' S ,

'(8) COMMENT AND LESSONS LEARNED,

1, During the btraining peridd carried in the firat 2 weeks of
the momth & number of experiments were esrried on waich may bhe of
intarest to other units, o _ S : _

() The succes of using. sand bazs on tanks as a probestion
againat bazooks fire was tested,  The fromtof g Tiger Royal tank was
sanbagged (1 sandbag thieck) and a German Penzerfaust was fired against
the sandbags. The resulant effect was a hole burnad inte the armner
approximately £" wide and 13" desp. Ths Panzerfaust was again exploded
on the frontal plate of the tank with out the protesction of sendbags
and a hole approximately 3/4" wide and 63" desp was burnsd into the

armour plate, ° : : o

L

(b) The 90mm gun was tested by firing at a Tiger Royal tank
et & rangs of 1000 yards both frontally and from the flank. Six rounds
were fired at the front plate, all rounds ricocheted off gouging out
largs plecos of metal. Six rounds were then.fired from the flank at
1000 yards and shots penetrated both the turret snd the hull. Thesoe
r$unds/f1ﬁed were the normal APCBD shell with muszzle volocity of
29850 /s, . ‘

(6) A test of direct-firing at night using both searchlighta:
and 60mm flares was carried on during the training period. The uge of. .

A5 ey

|
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searchlights for night firing was found to be impractliesl while the
flares proved to be the ideal medium, Since the searchlight ‘must
seek a ‘eertaln amount of defilade for its owm protsction. the only
light vecoived on thé target ared is reflosted light whioh doagn!
give this gunner sufficient light to adjust his sights,  The flare
‘however, bursting dirsctly over the impsst area, provides enoujh '
illumination to fire at the targat, when the Infantiry Regimints o
the 3rd Infantry Division crossed the RHINE the flare method on nigh
firing as used by one company with excellent sucecess, Enemy obsep~r
vation towers 800 yards from the [quns and enemy held houses 1000 yard)
from the guns were either,cum@l&@ﬁly destroyed or rendered untenable,

(d) It is highly rscommendsd by this organizstion that .7
larger allotmemis of armimition We alloeated to 7D Battallions during
training periods ac that new and improved methods of firing mey.be -
tried out before the unit moves back into combab, e

| | . 3 | o
Z. 2, In the assault of the SISGFRIED LINE the RVAP shell was tested |

againgt pillboxes and found to bd very susssssful. It was found that
bwo or threse rounds of high velodity ammmition had the seme effoct as:

6 or 8 pounds of normgl velocity ammmition, However the sxtreme shopt-!
.age of this type of ammimlition made 1t impossible to use it aw desived; | 5
_ Conssquently during the firing on pilllboxses the RE (dolay fuse) was - |

used snd proved to be the second best type of ammnition available
for this mission, S _ _

. WILLIAM R, HARRISON
: H&j@l‘j Fu.Ae)
Gommanding
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SUMMARY OF DAMAGHE grucmn cu ENEAY

. ANNEX Neod = 1 apeil 1948

- PERIODs 1 Mar J‘ 21 Har 1235 _ .
T I A Cok
- I 1 ACo 1 Blo Mﬁz : &m !
. Probables. L T S . 1 - : e ER
“Armorad gart & Half 1raeka $ 'z.';F L 3 % 1.3 i
- Machine _ 3 L I e s I 1 L 3
: y and AT . .5 e B3 bt 0§ 15 '
Prisonerd of War__ _ 1 7__ 1_ & s M0 _ 3300 _ L 303 o _ o _oo= b
~ Infantry Killed R R I 10 U N R T s '
PﬂlMiEES L ol 2 A5 2 6 1 b k2 ]
Trucks and Cars Pt ‘2 1 6 3 ot 6 ' :
Miscellaneous 1 3 Flkugna:l Flk~itl Flk=t - £t 5 Flkwgns 2
- ' : sl Mangon $ wegon t ¢ 1 4Oz AA Gun
t 11 rocketsl mntr* "+ 1 rocket gum 3
3 t g icyels ! 1 motreyl *¢
g 1 ¢l perlom t 1 pers carr.i.or o
: ¢ tnel carr+ : .
S B ot . tler t ! S
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houses, killed and wounded unknown number of ey. -Assisted Int 4
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MARCH 14 ) o . Co Tk
Entire Battalion moved to sssombly arsa vic of Btting (0693485) In/
prepartation of supporting the Srd Infantry Division in the asasult and
dsstruction of the SIEGFIIED LINE, ' : e
MARCH 15 : L
"A" Comgpany in support of the 7th Inf moveld to forward usssembly area
vie RIMLING (Q663554) awaiting clearance of mins flelds to move In supporg
of Inf; "B" Company in support of 15th Inf In assombly area abt Q575416 in ~
reserve with its Reglmentj "C" Compeny in support of 50th Inf movsd to -
forward assembly avea in preparatlon of attack of KPPING-URBACH (:2895572)
Ren Compuny moved to forward assembly area vic Q670535 awaiting orders to . .-
move oub mnd screen right flsnk of SOFh Inf Reghb. ' -
_ : |
MARCH 18 : R
A7 Qompany in supyoprt of 7th Inf supported Ragl. on the attack of UT-
WEILLER (Q683585), BROHING (:655570), and MEDELSHEIM (Q650607), KO'd 1 enemy
flekwagon, 5 ensmy bonks, and 1 enemy SP gunj "B" Compsny in supuort of 15%
Inf Regt supported Inf on abtack of QRMER3VILLER (4702506) and VOLMUNSTER
(x725583); "C" Company in support of 30th Inf supported Inf on attack of - §
WEISKIRCH (W715568) and BPPING-U.IBACH (4695572) fired ab eneny strong %
soints and machine gun nests kiiling land wounding an unknown number of B
anemy, also KO'd snemy 58mm AT gun; "Ren" Compsny relsased of support 30th 1
Inf placad in support of 15th Inf carrying on mission of screening right - [
flank of Regt and rumming contmet patrols to 106th Cav Gp on right flank. i

"A" Qom.sny in support of Tth Inf supported Regt on attack of HORNBACH.
(733653) yand ALTHEIM (2692658); "B" Company in support of 15th Inf susooctd ]
ad Inf on attack of WINDHOP (Q752625) and OHRANTHAL (Q765634); "C" Company ;|
in support of 30th Inf assemblad in ressrve with ita Regt awalting orders;
“Ren" Company in support of 15th Inf screening right flank of Regh, sstab- ;
lishing road blocks, and running coné:ot patrols to 106th Cav Gp on Ragb
right flank,

3

MARCH 18 ' : .
"A" Company in support of 7th Inf supported Inf on attack of ALTHORN-
BACH (4732672), RIMSCHWEILLER (Q735688) and the aszault of. the SIEGFRIED.
LINE placing ass ult fire on snemy pillboxes and bunkersj "B" Go In support
‘of 15th Inf supported Regt on attack of DIETRICHINGEN (Q766656) (Kotd 2 oy
helf-trucka), and the assault of the SISGFRIED LINE firing at enemy pill-
boxes and MG nests; "C" Company in support of 30th Inf, two plts in resscve
with their reaspsctive Bas, 2nd plt sup.orted @nd Bn 30th Inf on sttack of
high ground 3B of RIMSCHYEILLUR, XK0'd 1 enemy halfetrack and killed and’ .
wounded unknown number of enamy; "RCn Corpany in support of 165th Inf, se-
rienin% pight flank of Regt and runninj contact patrols to 106th Cav Gu on

|
MARCH 19 - ' -
"AT G0 in support of 7th Inf supsorted Inf on abttmck of SIEGFRIED LINEi
with ngsault fire, XK0'd 7 ensmy pillboxes ard killed and wounded unknown no;
of enamy; "B" Company in support of 15th Inf supported hif on attack of ‘thel..
SISGPRIED LINE with asssuld fire, KO'd 12 ensmy piliboxes and 1 enemy AT .- g
Gun; "G" Company in support of 30th Inf W th twoo plts in reserve with . ..
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so0tive Bns, Znd pav in support of 2nd Ba 30th Inf on assault of SIKG~
~ IED LINE, KO'd 1 enemy tank and killed or wounded many ey infj: "ron®:(e¢
in support of 15th Inf scr2ened right flenk of Regt and ran-contact pa
~ to 106th Cav Gp on Div right flank, =~ b » e

MARCH 20 - : o : W
_"A" Co in'support of 7th Inf sup;Inf on asssult and destruction ofi_.»
SIBGFRIBD LINER each plat in sup of ‘i¥s respsotive Hn, KO'd 3 AT gunay 4 enem)
 pillboxes, and 2 rlakwagdns, also killed or wounded unknown numbor ar'ey:w#aﬁa
"B" Go In support of 15th Inf sup Infijon assault and destruction of SIEGRRIBD
LINE, KO'd 8 enemy pillboxes and killed or wounded uninown number of\anamyi%?ﬂ
"C" Co in support of 30th Inf, supported Inf on assault and‘dostruetion_orfl_i
- SIEFGRIED LINE KO'd § enomy plllboxesy 1 MG neat and killed or wounded in=: i
nmumbsrable enemy inf} "Ren Co" in support of 15th Inf screened right flank '
of Regt and ran contact patrols to 10¢th Inf Div on 15th Inf right flanks .
‘WA RCH 21 | . 3
"A" Co iIn sup of Tth Inf' supportsd Regt on breakthrough of SIE@FRIED - -
LiNE,; ¢b aring up by-passed resistunceand attack and capture of ZWIEBRUCKEN |
(Q730720)s KO'd 2 enemy AT gunsj "B" §o in sup of 1B th Inf Reghk on breake . |
through of SIEGFRIED LINE, clearing up by-passed registance and attasck and -t
capture of CONTWIG (QV77722); KO'd 5 énemy pillboxes and killed over 20 oy U]
"G" Co in support of 30th Inf supported Regt om braadthrough of SIEGFRIED . T .t
LINE, clearing up of by~passed resistance, and attack and capture of ZWIE« - |
‘BRUCKEN, KO'd 3 AT guns, 1 pillbox, lipersomnel carcrier, and captured 4 pPwW's !
"Ren" €0 in support of 15th Inf released. of scresning misaion for Rsgt. Go T
now assombling in reserve, Lo . - : ' B

I . .

WARCH 22 ; , . P : ' - - g
| "A" Co In sup of 7th Inf supported Regt on attack of MASSWEILER'(QBSOVQE
HONBINOD (QP08765), snd THALBISCHWEILER (Q883739)5 "B" Co in sup of B th Inf .
supported Inf on attack of WINDSBERG (QS50681) and THAL (Q865733) k0'd snemy -
SP and esslsted Inf in deatroying colunm vehickh s mnd capture of 300 PWta;
"C" Co 1n sup of 30th Inf marcl®d with Regt to KAISERSLAUTERN; "Ron" GCo in e
. support of 1B5th Inf su;ported Regt on its advance with soreening pstrols on ||
. bpth flenks, : " _ ‘ ‘ ' S T

MARCH 23 S ' . R ' ) ' - ' :
- "A" Qo-in support of 7th Inf moved with Regt to asgombly area (R235945),
awalting orders; "B" Co in sup of 15th Inf moved to BAD DURKHEIM (R2958568),
awalting orders; ™C" Go in support of 30th Inf supported Inf on advance to
KIERNEKARLBACH (R300030) and BOBENHEIN (R305045); "Ren" Co in Div sup placsd |
on mission of 24 hour patrol of streots of KAISERSLAUTERN, = ... | c

MARCH 24 ‘ - -

"A" Co in sup of 7th Inf, assembd d at HZR26038 awaiting vrdors to move §
forward assembly arsa on tha RHINEj} "B" Go in sup of 15th Inf, moved to for-
ward assenbly sres on RHINE vic M425100; "¢" Co in sup of 30th Inf assembled
at 4205020 awalting orders to move to forward assembly area on the RHINES -
MRen" Co continied misasion of patrolling streots of KAISERSLAUTERN, o

HMARCH 25- . . IR
. "A" Go in sup of 7th Inf, entics Co moved to forward assembly area at X
¥442042 awalting orders.for RHINE orossing; "B" Co in sup 15th Inf, entirs Col:
agsenbled in forward assembly area awaiting orders for RHINE erossing; "0" Qo
in sup of $0th Inf entire Co moved to forward asssmbly arsa at M378115 awalte
ing orders for RHINE ecrossing; "Ren" Co in Div rsserve, sntire company as
- isd in forward assembly area at M424073 awaiting orders for RHINE croasing

)
N

|
|
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" go in sup of Tth Inr, lst plat movad into direct firs positions on

of RHINE and fired 195 rds HE in sup.of Ragt rivar e¢rossing, 2nd and 3rd
plts assemble d awaiting complstion of berldge to cross REINE rivor and aup Ragt
1EY o in sup of 15th Inf asssmbled awaiting orders To cross RHINE pivery "g" -
Co' in support of 30th Inf, lst 2nd plts moved to direet firs positions on- 3
bank of RHINE and supported “Inf on river crossing with direct firej "Ren" Co
sach plt in sup of itas- vesnaetiVe Regt provided communication between Bn and
Rﬂgt. CPs i .

MARCH 27 - :
"A" Qo in sup of 7th Inf, Co cvcasad RHINE river and sup inrantry oyt
attack of SCHONAU (115638048)esnd SANDHOFEN (M562050); "B* Co in sup of 15th mE
0o moved seross RHINE river, each plst joining its Bn and smipyorted on attack |
through LAMPERTHEIMER WoODS3 "C" Co in sup of 30th Inf ocrossed RHINE river am |
supported Inf on attuek B to LURSCH (u5$9174); TRon" Co in sup of 30th Inf -
erosged RHINE riverand supported Regt by acraaning and bloeking on tlanks a8
Regt pushed Eastward from LORSCH, i

MARCH 28 = N | . ;
.MA" Qo in sup of 7th Inf, as Roegt wsa relieved by elements of 44th Div, .
Co asssmbled at LOR30H in ressrve with Regti "B" Co in sup of 15th Inf sup
Reyub on attack of ay strong points and voadblocks in vicinity HEMSBABH(MGGSIOS)
and BONSWEHIER (M708132)3 "G" Go in Bup jof 30thInf sup Regt on attack to
KINSCHAAUSE and LINDENFELS; "Ren™ Oo inlsup of 30th Inf ran motorized patrols
on both flanks of Regt during the advanee. _
KARCH 29 ' P ) ' :
) "A" Co in sup of 7th Inf marched t0 LAUTLRN (M708252) then each plt moved:
out In sup of its respsctive Bn on attadk’ toward 3TIENBACH. (MBL0O215), "B" Co '
in suppért of 15th Inf asupported Regt on advance to RIMBAGH (M744120), FURTH = | -
{M760172), =nd KRUMBACH (M779193)3 "C" Co in sup of 30th Inf sup Regt on :
attack of BRENSBACH (M820310) and MUMLING GRUMBACH (MOOO308(, Ko'd 3 light .
vehicles, 1 flakwegon, 1 motoreyels, capt. 14 PWs and killed or woundsd unknown
number of ey parsonnel} "Ren"™ Co in sup of 30th Inf ran ren patrols In front
and on flanks of Regt during advance, ocapbured 5 ey 105mm How, . 2 76mni AT guns,
and 10 Pwa.

NARGH 30

Ma" Go in sup of Tth Inf, sup Regb on sdvanes to STEINBAGH (MOOS215) ZELL
(MQObQSB) and  VIELBARUNN. (MD80R245); "B" Co in sup of 15thinf wmoved to ressrve
position vie HAINGAUND (M920208) awailting completilon of MAIN Rive bridge; "go
o in sup of 30th. Inf sup Regt on attack of SECMAUER (MO93325) and WORTH :
(M025340) fired 98 rda HE sn.d 65 rds APC, K0'd 1 enemy btank, 1 multi-barveled
rocket gun, 1 flskwagon, and killed @ known 10 snemy, Co now awalting completioc
of MAIN river bridge to cross river and sup Regbti "Ren" Co in sup of 30th Inf
sup Inf on advance to WORTH soreening flank of Regt, Co now mngsombled awaiting
orde Yo cross MAIN river. .

MARCH 31 : '

’ "A" Co in sup of %th Inf, sup Ragt on advanece to TRENNRPORT (H058518) and
BAUDENBACH (NO3828B2), K0'd 1 ey Dual 40mm A4 Gun, (o crossed HAIN river and :
moved to sup Hesgt on advance; "B" Co in sup of 16th Inf movad across MAIN river
and sup Inf on advance to RULLBACH (ROB8313)3 "G" Go in aup of 30th Inf moved
seross MAIN river and took up resgerve posltions in ERLUNBACH (NO24354) with ng
"Ren" Co released of sup of 30th Inf placesd in su: of 15th Inf now patrolling. :.

on Regt right flank vie ESCHAU. (NO95356), SHIPPACH (N055575) and running
tact patro 38 to 45th In® Div element on Div left flank, :




