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xy, 2330, Hmreh 23, 1953, Unphe dundetron and 1 polectod posibions, snd
then nrocssded Lo have the gow oraw dip thelr zuam ine Onphe Tuslatros
asnizned me the visslen of grardiog the BAnd F. . whdch wms la the rear of our
position. Ab 530, word oave ovar the riidio that & Gersnk armcred columm wae S
sowing wp the walley. T then went ho wy G Pe whers % eoald dash hesr and : !
see this soluve. The lepd tank of this solumn wis laying a stwoke sorsen
yhveungh which ether tanks were sdvancings Two tanks ware alee fiving
tracers frewm thair wachine s, snd whéreaver thesd . LPacers wornld rleochet,
they would Mre a roud iy i X ﬁﬁlie%ﬂé s hey TTmme {Thise gepred Lo 4o
litsle good, and it 45 my belief that 1% was Tor wmoral hurpssas; more than
arpthins alwes) fr this tive, the a"ﬁ:!‘ﬁﬁiﬂ tenke vere within range and I
erdered vy svetions T Open Plres PFromivy Q. Tee T AW aete Preed ‘s gim put
s tork IV in Pinmes, na alzo did Opls ddalwite’s gum. Nghe Bepit's gun then
resorted nittlnag n taniy and astting ih?@n Pipes. T then saw Ople Farkle's
srm hit & tenk whieh 2id nob hursk ints flnde, snd two of the orew of thia
pank fumoed oube 2gte tanglats killed fhge hoth with & S50 onliber gun thst
we had ground koumted abt @y 0. T oo ’}ramimizﬁg tanka that were on my frémks
then yithdrey ouk of rangdv Tnks endedithe firet wove of the stbaolts

1t sma oy 0700 when the esvond wabe hegans Ny this time, the Jexsand
hed set up bwe wmeline Duna and were conatantly firiag on vy e Fo nnd
destrovera. Trom wmy Os Pee I spotisd oha of thess wachine juns snd pointed |
it not te et Langlois whe illed ab lénat ons of i4s orsw with fire frem
aur o0 galiher gome AL thds bives 4 cerman Mghld tasds wepre able te reath
n Aefiladed sositifm snd they prosseied to sel up worters. Sghs lanslols
Li1led the wn whe 1 bellieve wazr Lo ohmerve the fire of these mortars. A%
o958, Onls Enluite'n gun wes hit by n shiell frow this worbar; woundisg the
drivgr, Teoh T Trs RodefTer and Puh, Christanzis. apdeffer and Uhristanzia
were browht te vy (. Pe trask where 1 adminiptersd first ald to boths Wy
thia tise 21l puac were low an awsaibtliony and T ordered all guve Lo eave
ab taast 20 rouals in case Sthe Sanks oloned in. Teok § dre Sodefler was
wlseding Wrdiyve and I replized that he wonld heve o be token ing 7 he wre
te livee 1 then turned the pladosn over £y 4. Uxbe roore, mines 1 wes
eaing o take Tode Fray mad Chr sbanzia beoly and alps senbmat ihe Derry, whe
was in ewarge of amunilien. “m bhe ey haul, we snommbered eneuny waohlng
gun fire. VY8 gob apk alright snd 1 found 13, Darry and ye left with ermvn-
tipn for sy gun momibtien. {The tervans vaeh have reslized that hhis vese
an arsmaitiod Wlf tracl, for the fire ladd Aoy on By wAg auibe henyys)
go eds the gan poniilon (F. ' The alatorn comtlinued W9 tngrie tooks Brd we
wust have deastraved ab lenat three more. At 1880 Frowm vy Oa Ve i sould
gse Servan infantry sdwansling with the tanke. b 1100, dpks Falwite's gum
wam hit tedce btlliaz Pvbe Pavis, wornding Frime Dehovsid sad Uockery.
Th won wow Lmporaible bo hold thile noeliion any lenger snd 1 ordered them
te uithdysy ta n positien mome 30U ysvéa o our S&ar. At thie tire, {ple
vmrile tn oson heesms seperated fyom the platecne Howaver, I soen lanyned
thet he hed talmn wp » poritisny 2o that he =mighd give further tank profeation
tn e Field ardillary mtterys Thinm position had been teken un by Gple turkle,
sader the direstien of the OUnphain of the 32nd T A. Frowm this tiwe oy
{1500), te tasie never onea wikhin ranze; ar 4f they did, they ware deliladed,

. volm




T gere 211 bunched up. The srtillery did fire, but wost of this fire, was
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" g0 that we could not fise on them. 9gt. Breed's deatroyer then threw a
4traok, and when 1 looked al it the next day, I decided it muat have heen i
hit, because the driving sprochet was ghot to nell. At 1330, 9gbt. Segit's i
gun was hit by wortar fire, destroying the radiator and rendering the ' .
track useless. This left we with but one kuny Cple. Higliscciots, whiech I
had picked frow the 2nd platoom. At approxivately 1300, It. Perry and

I oWmerved from our Q. Pe the ¥=~10%s of the 859th 7. L. Al move cutbt from
the pasas The German tanks werse already in positicwn, walting and when two
of the Fe=10's pulled over the crest, they were hit aad put on fire. The
reraining =10%s and the German tenks, then sab there the reat of the day

and sweated each other oub. At this Yimes ILte Perry end 1 tried to eall
for an artillery concentration to be fired on the ferman tanks, since they

ot
|

to the lefts It. Perry and I tried toget word of this to the artillery,
hut since cowmunication limes had Feen shot up, it was iwpossible. AL
avproximtely 1500, li. Perry and I gob sore, ond decided to Fire the
remaining gun indirect, but Col. Bauken ordered ue to stopy mince we would
give our positien away, and the tanks were nlvost oub of range. At 1600,
the situsbion wes bhecowing bad. Lte Befry and I were varned of a {iarman
attack thab was to coms at 1605, we ware then told that this attack was to
be delayed until 1630. We then asked Col. Baker for instructions. ie gave
us two plaps and told us to use our Judgswent, as to which wé should use.
A about 1640, Cermwan dive homhers flew over and howbed cur artlllery, and
as they did this, the Cerman tanks began to =dvance. 1 then asked the wen
for volunteers to drive the trucks out. Cple Maclean voluntesred %o drive ;
mine out, and we loaded it wiith breech bhlocks and radioss Ople Langanm asid |
he would ride in a Recom track, which hed been used leo corry srmunition.
14« Perry and I then led the wen over the wmountaine snd back to the rear, it. |
Ferry and I reported to Rattalion end then re joined our Jowpany.

.

mreh 24, 1943, , SR
Todays I learned bthats ' &5}_- ﬁ;j
. . : | \‘,“’;L-r‘* -

sgte reed and gdegit hed been vounded in withdrawing rowm our ‘

nosition. COple ¥reoleav had orders from a Capbain in the 32nd F. A. to-burn
‘my vehicle, which he did, and then wolked on foot. Cpl. Tangon, with the
ald of the medics, carried Pvi. Dskowski over the wountalaus, on & mtretoher.
Cpls ¥arkle ordered his seoblon to withdraw on foot, that he would attempt
to drive his track outs A job he knew, %o be almsst sure suicide. To the
best of wy knowledge and investigatisa, Opl. torkle was killed in this . ;
actione fgts Seifferd saw a wan dead behind the wheal, but he could not be ;
gure if it wes Opl. Yaride. On the 25th of March, 1 again went to the
acene of the bathle, where I saw varkle's track riddlied with holss and the
hody had heen removed.

HOTES AND SEODEITATIONG 1=

That esch platoon have an armored half track in place of 5/ ton,
for smmuailbiens Thit each platoon Comrander have a radie that will enable
him o conbact Batkslion ae well as the Uowpemy. That ground wounted 50's
sre ag important as 75'a : :
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le rerman tenks fire tive Pire,

German tanks are serviced avtunition in aspbur, ‘
~ Y - - ured Amerdan R
terman Mark IXI have mortar equads in them? i sa Jeeps
That tire fire by o '

Gorman infartey s oe ) OUF Artillery iad'a great effect in breakdng up the
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HERL
om the might of Parch 22, 1943, I waw ordered to pub one platoon in

position sabout 2 eor 3 miles sdong the (afsa = Gabes roand in front of the
pags at ¥ 267%. At sbout 2%30 hours, 1 received orders to move Iy en=

tire Uompany to set up & dafensive 1ine of guns ‘to protect the 32md I'. A

T put the lst plateon on the left of the road with 4 guns extending lefk

toward the moumtains. The 3rd plateon.to the left of the jat and extending
almost to the mountains. I ordeved all guas dug in and sent baock to Company
hegdquarters for all extra ghovels. Igiuspecte& #rd platoon position and
rearraranged the gums., At aboud 0430 hours, eur Reconnaispance Gompany re=
ported surpicious movwents. Aboub 030Dy a revort came, saying *ha armored
attack ia coming down the roadl, don't fire on us.® At sbout this time, &
cloud of amoke enveloped the roed mnd mochine gun and canron fire frowm tanks
began coming from within the smoke goresn. Iy lat platoon called and apked

if they could open firs. I told thew yes, if the tarpets were within reag@.

I weat Ho the 3rd platcon and conferred with Lbe Mimn. We counted at leaat

18 tanks moving toward we. I radioed &o wy reserve platoga %o gend 2 gms

4o re-enforee us and deave 2 to give depth to the roadeide positioen. I in=
formed Tlattalion of the envelopment. Battallion then re~instructed we on wy
wisaions TIn the meantinme, I had radiced Lt. Perry to have all ammunition
vehicles readys at the entrance of the pass, to give us ammnition. Ab this
times lhe Mabbter with 2 zuns of the 2nd platoon arrived apnd I directed him

to extend the left flank of the 3rd platcons He started out, bud couldntt
move over the orast, recause of enemy {ire. fie turned baek and T -instructed
Sgbe MeRlroy to go into peaition to give depth to Lt punnts gunss I then
obgerved that our Tire was in sovre CANGA, &% too gréat ranges, #o 1 radioed
all platoons to held fire until the tanks were within Fange. Battalion then
radiced thet "B' Company w2e ceming to our asaistancs. Lt. Yatter and I
conferred and the miure of the five -indicatad that tanks hed gotten hetween
our lst and Srd platoens. e weved te counter this, but everytive, we moved
the gunm, we ssewed to run inte a cfove fire. ue Finally ended up near the
mountein with 2 guns snd 2 personnel carricre. I%. Matter reported that the
enemy was digging in a large caliber gun on & ridge above and to the left of
ne. We maved 1 mm and 2 pereonnel carriers jato & ravine out of this F0mn
fires when the gun threw a tracke. The machine gun and $0mm gua had us pinaed
dowm, so we couldn't move. We weni to an D.F. and were jrmmediately placed
under heay: fire. At this time, the %pd platoon, which indicated before that
it noeded swmmition, was sking for 14 jrmediatelys I previously had instruci~
ed Ih. Perry to deliver this and when he paled for a gulde, I senb a jeeps
which nsver got te him. I then say 4. Perry advancing toward the Zrd platoon
ymder & hail of enemy fire. One of our vey re-orted that enemy infentry was
goring along the foot of the wounb¥n. e tatter and I conferred and agreed
we pouldn't gat back to the Company and that our heebt bet on gatilng back to
them, was to oub inte the hills, then go wael Lo the Gompany. I decided wy
radie was of no value where it wae. I ordered all vehiciea irebilized snd

I gent the wen back in group of 3'de I told Lt. Porry to take over net cortrel
ag T was destroying nmy sete Thir was about 1000 hours. I weat over the
rountaina and reported to Coles Baker who tald me to gathsr my Company torether
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;5 end that 4. Perry and It. Fuan ecould hondle the one rermaining platoon. by

HOTES tm

le Cermn mchine gun fire and artillery fire scemed mainl,; fired P
for morale purposes. P

2. They used an Italian 90mn , mg they usually used their own 88um.

5+ All other points are brough'b nut b; other officerg and wen. I
can verify them.

COINENT =

Le “"C® Company dug in. This was a primary réasen the sttack was
gtopped. “ell dug in machine gune were invaluable.

2. rire and movewent legaenﬁ vehicle casualties and befuddles the
enemys It sleo inoreases possibility of spotiing *infiltrating® i'.anks.

Ss« Tendenoy was Lo open fire s§ too f-raat rangesy reaultmg in- )
ar-unibion wastapge. !

4s Platoon Cormanders should di in their 0. P.'d, moch liks the Pielﬁ
Artillery, even 1f it will be oacupiezf for cmly a short tire.

A1l oredit is due the men in Geﬂpany‘ fc%.  They never flinched and deslt
sorious blows to the enemy. The spirit wne magnificent. It. Munn's and Its
Perry's work wag outstandings '

HERTERT E. SUNDSTRON,
U!&{}t‘of Fa Ass .
Commmnding Co. 0%, 601at TD Du.
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Cn the rorning of March 22, 1943, gouth east of Fl fuettar, Tunisis,

our wit was comsltisd into motion. Areund 0500 houre, in the moraing,

the repori coms eover the radio that an srmored atinek was soming towards

Bl guettares My job ab the tive, was to supply ammmition £6 my Company,

who wers out in fromt. I% waen't long before our %rd platoon began ko

call for ammmition. Failing te get a definite answer ns o their location;
I decided %o try and find them, and started out of the pasg, in which 1wy

half track was waiting. Outting off to the muin road, we skirted the mountain
slope to the left {lank, where we found 18gts+ Bednars, Futuluyohuk, and
fartling whose destroyers needed swmmition badly; so we gave them eur
corplote loads and wiarted baek to reledd. A+ this time; eneny artillery

wis getting olose to usy und .we increased our spesd. On resching the pass,
the tanks hed swung So our right f£lank and were shelling the peus heavily.

ve reloaded the walf track with all the .ammunition we sould find, besides

the supply in our amwumition trailer. L. Mann 6% this tive came along

bo get ammumition, after Bringing in n seriously wounded man. The poas

28 Wo came out, on our retursn intc the Waitle field, was being shelled dire
ectly by & group of tanks frowm tha right flank, who immediately spotted our
tracky and zave us no easy mowents, ss ¥e returned to the left £lank agsin.
 Fbe Munn who was riding in the rear of my track directed us to him Fune

One time when he wesn't too sure of the terrain, he went. shesd and located
thom, and was wihjectedt machine gun end artillery fire, Ye then loaded

up his destroyer with the stramition we had carried on our tracky and

started to return for ancther load. Cireling slightly more to the north

to get ouk of artillery Pfire, we found "3" Battery of the 32nd F. A. and
théy mald it wes impossible to get through that way. I went up on our 0., P.;
and ealpo confirmed their stelewent, as the tanks had moved in. closer, and
had cut ug of £ from the pass. My driver sald he wee having motor trouble
and the radio operator said we were now nel control; aw the Compeny Comrandor s
half track was out. I decided to remain st the present location o dirsct
the Corpany, and warn thew of the enemiss actioms. I hed the 3rd platoon
Tall back to the 32nd F, A., and there we decided to fight it out if the tfanks
rushed our pesitions Lh. Munn and nmyself eet up eeveral O.F.' %o prevent
being surprised by infantry and tenks. Our artillery were trying to sdjust
on snery tanks; which were holding the key psint to the valleys entrance.

We remined in our present spot wmtil 1545, when the orders came that the
tanks were going to atiack st 1600, and we were to gob owt of our present
losation. e removed the brszech blocks, radies, eto.; and losded them on the
remaining rumable destroyer, anmd gent it with a half track and a jeeps to

meke a run for it. The remwsining personncl apmemhled, and we senl then in
groups 6f slx, up and overthe elope; which. was subject to enamy artillery fire.
The enewiea coumber atisck was well under way at this tipey snd It. Maun and
rygel? hurried the wenm ony, as we didn't want 0 be out offy if our %troops were
forced to withdraw. On reaching the main road near the 7i¢h F. Ay wo borrowsd
& jeep and went to the Battalion C. P. in the pass. jere we obteinsd a 25
ton truock to transport the men to the Gompany area. Getting there, I discussed

N
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the pituation wi.;blﬁ tapte Mundetroms end we decided, it would be out of tha
gqueation to get any equiprent out of the valley at this time, and we would
wait until the situation was wore stabilized.

TIPORTANT HOTEND -

(a) Enewmy: ¥nder heavy artillery ahe’lliﬁg, Ferwvan tanks often greouy
together. - .

{(b) Friendly: l. Bach platoon shonld have sn srwored half trask.
2. Platoon Jotmander and Cowpany Commander should get a
good Ga. Po and dig ins vhen in & cewntraly locnted vosition.

(¢) versomnel: 1. Iy highest aduiration goes to the men and officers
of our Cowpany, and: for the splendid job they did under
ach tryine conditipns. ot once did a wn lose nie
pead snd becors panicky. To the wmen of the 5rd platoon,
to Lts Mam, thelr platoon oomrander, Lo wy half track
driver, Tech % Gv. Baozeine, and my radio operalor,

Tech 5 Gre Deutseh,|vhonm 1 versonaly ohmerved during the
nobion, roes a grosh dsal of credit.

O C. HORRY,
lat 1tey Fo
o ‘ﬁg}ﬂ. 601

o
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27 sarch 1943,

(m the morning eof Faroh 23rd we procesded oub of the high pround a few
miles Bast of Bl Guitar into the valley just below. .Our misaion was be
defend Division Artillery mzainst an srpored shisck. T wan in cormand ¢f
2nd Platzeny Company *c*. My Platoon obeupied a dug in position behind s
ridges o were the second echelon in depth, having two platwons of "H*
Cormpany y & fow hundred yardw in front of us. The remaining Platssng of
3" and "C" Companles vere on my left flank. ' o

At spproxirately 0500 hours, I regeived a report that an arvored atdeck
ves cowing down the road: We held our position until the mrmor wove in sight.
The flash#e from their gune, at least. {1 wap the:n ordeved te re-enfores the =
left flank with two gunme I immedintely woved with wy firab eection to the
far Jeft flaniky leaving my other gun with my Platoon gergesnt. I put these’ .

- twe guns in pesition with four gunms frox the third platosns After firing

8 few rowmds from this pesition, we recdived a report thet tanks were begine *
ning t6 over run the 2nd P, A. positions Cspt. Sundsirom ordered me te puth

twe mme in front of their pesition. YImediately, I moved my tyo guns further -

s

round to the deft as this was the only direction whlch I could move ua the
eneny was already beginning affectively his envelopwent of our fight flank,
too the 32nd ¥, A. positions belag on oir loPts I moved ons gun & gouple
hundred yards to the lefh while ‘the othor coveréd the right flank during the
move. Then the first gm began firing in an affert to cover the escond sune
moves THoth enemy machine gun and oswnen fire wee coming down on ue very
heavy st this time. Irmediately, I 1lef¢ one gus o cover the right flank

and moved my other gmim on further to 1eft in an effert to get down in Fromt
of the ¥, A. Both guns took up firing positions defilated as much as posaible
from the front and right flank. 7The defilade was almost negligible for both
fronts and the funs hed to expose either one side or the other, howsver the
Piring contimigds I tmde a further recurmaissance snd found that I could take
wy guns no further to the left and thet we were in & botilonecks I could move
vy lefi gun into s bebter liring position shout fitty yerds to the front, this

"I did. At this time O8um fire began coming down batweon my two mme along

with rachine gun and interwittant sswll ares fire. I obmerved Lo the front
thinking pessibly it wes frow that direction and I c.uld lmock oub this
rennces 1 directed firs on this gun for & short period until the enemy Tire
tecave oo heavy; when I moved this gun ael to a cover pesition in a deep
galley. I clinbed one of the mounbains to vy left end chserved one dug in
guny B3=my and probebly two ather dug in guis of calibre, probably {7mm. Thia'
I reported to the Usptain who was with me, st the btine and we climhed the
momialin and obmerved agein. This he reported to fatimlion THesdquariers ene
deveuring to zed artillery fire on esre. Aw we could net possibly ret firs

on it from our positions as the puns slong with what we estimsted Lo be gore
Infantry were on s precirdes only a ccuple of hundred yords away and about

150 feet abova us on & precipiee with perfect obeervation. Wo walbed for sowe

- tire hoping the fire wonld be lifted, but 4t wasn't snd it got to the poing

where we eculd not establish an 0. P. withous having fire brought. down on ue.
-1-

v

i A e A AR o e e




A // ’ Rep;‘-o::‘uccé at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidentr'a.] Ltb:imy ; B
— A e e ! ! 3

e :

HEHET (cowTtao)

ST ATE
N

Aleo, while pulling my gum down into the pulley, it threw a track, mafeing it
irmobile for the tiwe, and neb in o Piring position either. The Gaptain and-~ -
I discussed the situstion and decided to: pull the cowmmnd vehicles into the
gmullay, lmmobilizing thew, but net destroving them. To endevour to get baeck
through the rear as enemy fire was setiing ver- close coming from both flanks
and the fron 4. %We thought if we could Eet out of this spot, zet back and
then return to the other guns, that leter, that same dey we could recover
these vehiclee. WUe did this snd returned to the forward Q. P. at 1400, There
upon talking to Lt. Oole Saker, with an effort to get the situntion » he

refused t0 allew me to mo back to the valley.
1

L
i

In cenclusicnie ‘
l= The wen I obrerved in ny platoon and others, and from reperts

of Chief of Sections, end Platoon Sergeants of the gune detmched, the mwen

i

and HuCaDe's did a magoificent job. ;
- 2= T believe it beat, if posdible not to split a platoon, that
the Platoon Commander spot himself in = good position where he can obgerve
all his guns, observe all his flanke. i
= (erman muchine gun fire is nriwerily for morale =ffect and to
keep the enemyls 0. P, 40 a minirume : .

£
2

ARSTER O, SATTER, Jr. 8
lat, L’b-’ Fake ] -
601{5 T e Dite .
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ThE wey my on shood up undar £iry was varvelovn.
o g nlves we would TKDOae wwmlws o
s prmll hill mnd Ciped 127 rourde withous roving our gumy aas*sd #ish omoe r*id
sy ren siart Lo lesbe the wehicls unkdl I pave ﬂw grdove ¥ A4 pive the

order bo dlareiwt, whers & 77 esh us dn e frmtm I v %:hsa erder o Sty
winnt then boosines we gnly hed % mvwih &l srmamidl em. 1ot :

. ulova&)\%uuu ' G\ﬁ-wi-

w“)“{zﬁ-@ W ?:'.flr s-r’o '.ui Tﬂ" u ,_,_,,rﬁ}. " )
Grbey Goe TOF "m.ut T e

£ neld yrork m
% in the speny we s hid bohin
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Pletoon (omrander led us to our position, where we wefe in full view &P
the préaeredings taking plaes in the valley beneath uae Feeping in toush by
radic, an well ns possihle, wa opened fire on the vehicles vhich were ident~
ifisd as Seake, using fow AP, fer censing, 'l on the averare using a prep-
snderance of HE. We ramainad in thiz posliticn until we were spotied and fire
Ak opened on use Pelng on bthe first ridge, we bhasked the vehicle and oceve
up on =aothér part of the aame ridgs, lotking down on the vallev. e anzin
openad Fire, and in this wonner was ableite btake eeveral pozitions, unitil we
realized that our richt flank wae visible to the enemy, snd the lef't front
was the pessible position of srtillery directed #t us. ¥We aslled for iastruc-
tions and were teld to cireumscrile 2 knell in the ridee snd zo hehind the
ridze. Here we vere led into positien by our Company Commandsr. Finding a
gnot hetwesn twe knolle hahind the ridge; just bevond the raviae, we pnintmd
the cua towsrdw our eriginal right flank, or towards the wountain, where we
apatted tonks moving 1n the valley. %e wmnaged to fire quite n few rounds
with wvisibtle efiect hefore we wers spottéd and woved agnin. This time to our
left, in the raviae, s4ill fanoing the v-1lley, we conbtinued to Tire until
hatteries of Pire which were Ianding in sur vicinity were just a hit 400 close,
and we moved sgaine gain we tried to wemb the original ridsze facing the
valley to the front of the originel Pirisg, »nd mmasged Lo zet off several
rounds, when two shells, eone to our rizht end one to our immediate left, mwade
it sdviseadle to retire down the ridge. we tried threes tiwes to cowme up on
thie ridee, dul were immedimtely spotted and Pired one. Cur firians was st a
minivume After mnveral attemptas, we found s likelyv position for the half trask,
out of sirht of hoth ~idws, and just deyond the Tirmt ridge. ¥hen artillery
opened up on wa, we decided to wove on our own initistive, radieo communiestion
*eing nil. Feving to our left hehind ridges, we came to the extrewe lePt and
of the flrst ridza, whare we were only nble to fire two rounds and then had
to retire, artillery cering too close, wnd our position not toe good to continue
to flre from. [i. "unn decided te fire indirect with our gun, but dus teo the

Clmposmihility of reducing the miniwvam elevstion to » more level plane of fire,

one roun” was Cired, and the job yiven up as o bad anes 5o losger eble to
covmunlicate hy radlo, we took orders from It. Perry, who ~t nll tives kept in
toneh with use At shout 1630, we were told to shendon vehicle, snfter dizmante~
ling vital parts. This we 4id, and orocesdad on fool towards our rear ¢, B,

G SALYATONN . 0 ;f' va, %2%15728
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After tattle had wbarted, I was sent to the laft flank, under a hail of
machine gun fire and srtillery which I took to bs an 88mm gun. Host of the

vachine gons being fired for demoralizing effeet only, I think; although wowe =

were polnting out our guns with traocers, which immediately brought artillery
fire en us After getting am far te the Yeft as the terrain would permit, I
took advantege of a guloh, whevey when pulling to the top, gave a good view
of the valley.. The tanks by then were covered with smoke and also being fired
upor by several cther gune, which vade sensing of shots diffucit. We got one
tank and saw seversl burst into flames, but do not think it wae oui shots
that saused the sffect. We Were being fired upon all the tinme, so we could
only get: out a few shota before pulling bhek down the hille Then tried agsin
at another spets Afler repeating this msveral times we were opened upon -

from the flank, hit slightly sand had to pull back up the ravine, whare a track -

wae thrown disabling sur destroyer. We wére then ordered to abenden vehicle
and strip it of bresch and sight, shoot up the radie; which we did};

. JM Ffﬁﬁ% Fooroon
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Tock over gurmingg a8 ehnued out. of first position hy 88 fire. Ve
then moved behind a samll knoll whers we fired om the énemy until we got the
corder from Lt. Yowell to move out. During the bettle, 1'm sure I knocked out

=2 tanks becauss they went up in flamesd.! I fired thres fast rounds of super
"HE inte mboubt ten trucks that had grou;md togother ard I'm sure thet two wers
,knaelm& out of cemmisaion, the rest scattersd in sll directions. I'm euying

- ‘that I got 2 tanks and 2 trucks, but:thers might have bhsen more. When I
oouldntt spot any tanks to £ire at, I'd|fire the rifle at a tachine gumnery
who was firing at um Prém our direct frombs It Yows1l's mechine gunner also
fired st hims The 889 on our left spotted us and started firing ab us.
sejt Packett's gun in bacK of me was hitiand ther they started sdjusting on

There were three ghiclea sbout 8 feed apart (Lt Yowelllsy Sgt Puckett's

and mine ) and the 885% were coming mo close, that I could fesl the breeme.
It Yowell then gevs the ordér to withdfew. The It. covered our withdrawl
by firing the wmachine gun, while we took our vehicles to where thes Artiilery
was in pheitiens It was irpossible to pet the Bahiclaa euty so Pvés Baul
got permigsion frem & Oolonel to destroy the vehlcless Aftar thls we teok

off owr the hill. -

KD G. (00K, 12015826 _
Opley Coe "0%, 60Llet TO .

.

S——




1 R

Repreduccd at llJe Dwight D. Eisenliower Presidential Lrbrary : . e

SOUPARY N, GOLUT PR DL OTROTEY TATTALLIY :
- Y ¥ ﬁn :'?G"f; e Gis APPy ‘ i

-
b
3

LLE

irz

M
H

)
.t &
. e

E,. :
. The rerndag of tareh MOrds wy 5;4% wors in Mun in® positions en w eddpe
nhout & wiles tmet of the entrsncs Lo the walley on the uorﬁh wide of the resdas |
By Oule wmn of & #Rdz9 in'frent of my mimbe A fow pimibes a’ter I resieved !
wvord that an srsored Shrust wes coplag dows the road, T obesrved vehicles moving
o the road 4 sy righd front mad feported dhe faph to the Covpary Cormmading
Offieer Yy radise Te told ve 4o opon fires T 49ied Le redle vy sune €0 spen
Pire, Wt sould nod sontaat thers I sent n sesmenger it the mgm*@ for thew
to-apan Pirey and they dide ¥ mm&rwi' the eftect ol thils Cire. It way sPlecw
s amd I telleve 5 or & velitoles were lmoeked owbe A 133416 later Y sleerved
tarde gn the read to our risht Plank thht were firlny tm *a* Sompanye punss I
“eend word 4o my gune bo pull off the rillpe and take the gune to the risks flank
pnder fires They 4id, end I shosvved 3 lark Yi'e and 3 or & other tenlm lnocksd
ot by the fire fros our pma and those of Ihe Tewsllls nlatoon ihich was on our
righte The olbwr vehinles and tsnke *ﬂ’% bemnn to =il about and withdrow slowly.
andng Shds Inll, I stut s ressencer areond the ridps 5o ges how VALY Sune Wers
lefte Radis commmiontion was outs The deasenser résortsd 2 gme abill in watisn,
ssvernl traeks inoclked ol and on firey’ and eos frsols which sppeaved deseeried.
£1 later fmawd oot thed this track had been Ki4 and wes. i=w’%i,1m s 1 %ald thw
neanansef L0 pel aove of tha ran sus off the sntieslroredt eeclion and go run the
sune  Asthe and the orew started to go over the ridpey # henvy swbillery barrdos
cnme down on the ridee tebdhd we. then $4 I804ed; I told the reesenger to e |
whet wns lelfts Me veported mll puns sither pone or lmosied gub sad ‘a&mﬁng. { ¥ —
Inbar fomd oud dhalt the rpoant be reserbted ae knoeled osob were noh sur punes 3 W
thone beloneing to 77 coveeny end that my cune had slready withdrsem with 1he
Towelle) Tawing all this tiew, Prbs mileyy Tech Tth e roskler and fvbe tolley
ware lring Yhe smohibe gomx (B30 and 50 celilers ) fvom oy teaclk, ot Infontey ﬂZﬁ«w
¥he rond b sur risht flaak. !9 Fadis onerator reseried et he heerd the Zpd
rlaboon rrdin report do the ﬁ‘ﬁ!”fg‘iﬁmf & mw!im“ P icer Hhal Inlfaniry wma mrrwmr&u .
imr hic paaltion awl thet he was lov in sreundbions e atayed in position ebmeerve-
izw and tredng Bo salin radls cevmemlonblons i Seerd oeveral dranardeaions cone
cersning mveand ‘&im ard then one vileh aald thety Indendey v eowing wrpmd our
1efh Clank and sk we were t¢ withdres by lean frog tethods te Patialion Forvard
a e X mll-ﬂ wume Lhe rmm e rre pEOUPEET b, oone T;wer syer e rldge el
et Ande wy draeks D told S others to peb dnte the 4 ton druek s the jesp
that wns theres Thes 413 m.ﬂ we wads & desh Dar the panss  Then we reachesd the
wine field, thers waax a vwhlels Inralos en the resd, ad ths farward sdre o i,
T told the driver %6 s 1% pass the orad ar wehlelee Fe 444 and She porentinn
of the temok asrried un ints the wine Tield. Absad & op % ovines sxploded beneathy
bub huckily ao s wam soriomiy inhoed. Po ;-'ma &b med Whwen réroved the rasd
al the wing fald, o Vb the (WL ol She SO0 T. D e oonld cet indks thw

yalltr. &8 noon sa the Disld wes olsaved. the o lesded up dnbes the wehislsz S

and went cn imed 11 onltere ¥ repsined sad halpmd midde the 3l0Tp throuwh the
wine field and Bhen wenh iresk and ra*wm@i o Gnpte Fuller ab the Ssoon O Uy
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About 0500, the attack had started, the Pirst thing we heard was _
eneny pachine sun firings The pummer of 1y gun looked through his sight and
souldn't wee maything. Alse looking thryugh mr glomnawy I couldntt wee a
thing, exespt tracers {rom the enoxny miching gunes ALl my men were on the
slert and kept a sharp lookout fer endsy Infantrye Finally it ot light
and were able to fire. The radie was gut and wo ceuldn't send or recieive
any messages. Sgte Stesge oare up to we wnd told we that eneny Infantry
- were approachings I gave wy commenis and the crew went into wobish. e

threw sub aboud 20 rounds B H.E. Sormil and the Infuntry atopped their ,
. advennes Ilooking up vy, we saw the enemy tanks 1lined up in the acirround .
They were lined up pretty olose abeut 15 sl laniapaik. Agein my orew went inte
sction and started Firing st these tanks I don'{ lmow hew léng we fired
but it seewsd like days. Enemy srtillery started adjusting en us, hut we
2511l kept on firing. They finally started to get = bracket on my i Brie
Placerante 86y I told my driver %o turn the motér aver and pull into spe
other positions By that time I wmiat have kneoked out about six tanks. I
rulled in behind the Sth F. A. and got Inte position thers, mt was chaged
out hecause they claimed I would draw fire on thems e therefore pulled
inte snother poeltion sbout 100 yards &n the left of the 5th F. A, and
started to fire sgnine This tiwe we fired indirect and knooked eut feir
enewy truckss The enewy fire around us wea terrifics bub we did not pay any
- atiention to {t. The enrey Infantry advanced to about 500 yarde in fromt
- of us. The Sth ¥, A. sterted to disrantle thelr puna, but my truck wonldn's
starts Finaly one of the destroysry care up, gave me a push and that started
me offe Wa tried to take up another position bty the %2nd Fo Aiy bt we
couldn'ts A1l thia ive the enemy were Liring artillery snd mschine Buns .
He aar that we couldn't pet avay, aso ¥ pulled out the firing pin and eafety .
plece from the 79mm g and the baok plate from the .50 calibre machine pun,
‘and withdrew under heavy fire. Ths orew of oy gun were swol and calm snd
tosk and oheyed all my orders. The srount of tanks that we knecked sub wers
‘about pix and four terran trucksy and I don'd know as Lo how reny «f the
Gerpan Infantey. :

3
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.4 On Hareh 23rd, after daybreak and! it beoawe light, we were abhlae to
piak out our targets. I picked out a tsnk, oalled my range and after a
fow rounds, the tank started 4o amolke,! Then firing at another tank, with
roundes when a tank thut I took to be a Mark 6, cawe between the mm and
our target. UYe kepi on firing =t this tank and after several roundss the
tank stopped movings althouph it was net an fire or smeking. I backed up
to & new pomition,; where thers were aawﬁral half tracks, but hefore I
knew ity I was there alone. They hed a bracket on the gun, so I told the
- driver %o back around ths knell, pull iw a ditoh and wait to ges what was
golng %o happens Machine gun fire vas hot arcund us snd we backed the guin
up more,.biat we threw a track. A Tield Artillery Lisubenant told us e
lenve and get cut of there, as the enemy hnd the range on ua, We lsf'h the

pun and found our way hack. !
1

90 rounds of awmunition were sxpinded.

HENRY Go BANNING, 6955)%

5%1)#-; Bow “Qn 601st TH Bne
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Enemy machine gune opened up at 0500, We walited untll we received the
order to fire. It was still dark when we opened up, daylight juet breaking.
Hy gunner sent 2 tanks up in swmbke and I snothers. I'm poaitive of 3 tanks
going up in smcke. This happened between daylight and 0300. At 0830, we .
ran out of awminition. 1 hed the deutro\ar backed up in a defilated position
and 40ld my erew to wait there,in the meantime T went up to Sgt. Monnings
destroyer and brought bhack ebout 8 rounde of A. P and went up on the hill
to spot more tanks, Jueb about that timb, Lt. Perry came through with e
track of smmmition, of which I received about 40 rounde of H, . Normal,

We went back vp and lept Firing until the only officer presents Lt. Yowell
zave us the order to withdraw for the artillery really had the range. During
the fire, our machine gun barrel was completely destroyed. A few shots hit
the shield. iz we withdrew to the Sth F; A+ pungy I found out that the road
leading through the pase waes uneafe. 9o I turned the two vehicles around

and headed them up to the 2nd F. 4. trying to get t hewm over the hill.

The half trnck turned cowpletely over, and so we left.

120 rounds ammunitlon expsnded. )
A igwy%

STEVE PUTULUYCHUK, 12004133
ﬂgtpg Cos "C%, 601st TD Bne




