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About noon Mareh 21, 1943 I was ordered to take command of the one
platoon of Company “A™ 60lst T-D Bn, since Lt, M the platoon leader
had been wounded by bomb fragments. My mission at that time was reserve
lstoon for C" Company sgalnst a possible tank thrust in a position about
miles SeE, of Fl Ouottar. The platoon remained in this vieinity untdl
0300 hours March 23 when it was ordered up to a position aboub i miles SeEs
of Fl Cuettar to protect the pass on the Gafsa ~ Gabes road. I placed
three of my guns on defilade on the North side of the road and one on the
South side, sll guns cov-ring the road! entering the pass. Shortly after
daylight German Tanks approached us frem the East traveling on the malin
road, I walted until the leading vehiéle got within 800 yds and then
ordered my platoon up to the crest to open five, About the same time
the umit on my right flsnk, urits in the valley and the field artillery
opened up thus malking it difficult to observe the results of the firing
of my platoon, The tanks then withdrew, reorgamized and began to circle
the lipgh pround, To the right flark in an atbempt to out flank our pos-.
ition on the high ground. At Bhis time I counted well over 30 tanks
circling to the right. I ordered two of my guns to take them under fire,
keeping the other guns ready against another thrust at the pass. The
eombined fire of the artillery and Tank Destrover elements on my right
surned this thrust back before they had gotbten 1000 yards from .the hill.
¥y platoon did no more firing until noon when an unidentified American
halfetrack towing & fiecld piece came down the road towards the passs I
held my fire because I was afraid that it was Americans escaping from the
battleficld bub when 7 Germans dismounted and placed the gun in position
I ordercd 2 of my guns to open wps Aboub 20 rounds were expended which blew uwp
up the gun and vehicles Lgter reports proved 5 Germans killed and two.
captureds We remained in the same position the rest of the dayy that night,
and the following morning, all the time under heavy artillery fire and
bombinge At 1200 Harch 2& my platoon was relieved by a platoon of the
7018t Tank Destroyer Bne . ﬂ

REDERICK Cs HRINE
1st Lt FA
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On the evening of March 23, 19113§Lt¢!ﬂ.rs‘armn~f’1.at.oon1-aadarcanad ,
'allthecl'ﬁ.-afofsectiomandtold‘mmmtourﬁamwaaandwhatras :
expected of us, we moved our guns into position and I took my on the ;
right. aide of the road and put 1t into position. I had a good fisld of -
fire and in the morning, around daybrdak, we opened fire on tanks firing .
about 30 rouds. I no longer could see the tanks as they went to our
right flank around & hig 11, I waited to see if any more tanks wore
coming down the road when someons came Up to me and told me thst thers
were lots of tanks on my right flank. | I asked Capte Panlick to put
gun on the right side of the hill, There I sor plenty of tanks and
opaned fire on thems, I sas my gumer putting the shells right into

up of tanks. I kept firing umtil the tanks retreated, I had fired

%oxmmdu Bsker then fired a few rounds of indircet fire ab the
tan:csthat.wemalraadvknockadmrbinordarto set fire to them, ¥y
in the and we no longer oould

ot shrapnel in knoe
mcgﬁetanksaaumy'%retofaroubtoﬁmat.

CHESTER KAROLEWSKI ‘
Sgt. Co. "A® 601st T-D 1&1.
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‘the ridges. Our mission was to prevent any _
% :,rm'pass. Shortly after daylight several vehicles wera o
coming -acro i valleys Lte Miner ordered ns to the crest of the xidge
ng'opmodssﬁﬁm‘ er firing 5 rounds we were oxdered baok down to our
and we o) . fire, . 2oter firin 5 - we 2 © arod bosk down Lo :
i‘ocr'a:mex'am1 mggsd.t&onbacmum'oom mb ve anytiding

cauged by art: fire, - **intmm'ﬁ.ngjm,iﬂmr'agﬂ.noﬂemd

into crest of the to gestroy a halfebrack carrying 10 enamy Troops -
::dtowiggaa glxbom'ﬁiumpim..wpﬁred-m:nundaazﬂafber our misaion
was. ofm “dropped back to defilated position where we remained overw .
noon of March 2l when we were relieveds -

JOHN Jo COMWAY L
Sgbe COs "A" (OLst TeD Dne

O Coeey




