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| .—.c¢ After Operstions Against the Enemy. '

T ¢ Adjutant General, Army Bar College,' Var Deperiment, washihgton, D. G.u-

SHROUGH: Commanding Gemeral, Sevemth U.S. Army, APO 758, U.S. Army (Attentioms

Higtorian), and Commanding General, XV Uorps, AP0 436, B.5, Army.

1, In compliamce with AR 345-105, dated 18 Nevember 1929, and.change 4, dated
10 August 1944, and Lir, Hq, FEOUSA, Subjects "Handling of Historical Dociments in
the Furopean Thester of Operations™, File AG 312,10 Op History, dated 1 July

1944, the following report is sumitted, I{ . - . :
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24 Arablc mmbers feilowing certain Etatoments refer to the aea'iiul numbers of

- pertinent entries in the attached unid Jouqrnal of this orgsnization. :

'3, Teport After Operations Against the fnemy, 010001 February to 282400 -
Fehruary 1945 4 | '

1 Fatrusry 1945, Hq, 5th Sank Destroijer Group, assigned 1o fieventh Army and

‘abchd to XV Corps, was located in FINETRAMGE, (4727), GSGS 4471, Sheet XXXV-9,

Hap of FRANCE, 1/50,000, Tenk Destroyer battalions in XV Corps were employed as

" followst On Corps right (Eest) flank the #24th TD Bn (T) wos supporting the 100th

Inf Div, West of the 100th Division was &he 44th Inf Div (reinforced) supported
by the 776th TD Bn (SP, Me36)., Wost of the 44th Division was I¥ HFRRON (70th Div )
and on Corpe left (West) flank was the 106th Cav Gp. In a reserve position in the

. year of Aith and 100th Div was C(B, 10th Arnd Div, with Co "A®, 609th TD Bn (8P,

‘had not been reported in action for a period of over two woeks,

¥-18) atchd, The remainder of the 10th Armd Div and 609th D Bn were in a reserve
position behind the 106th Cav Op and TF HERRON, .

1 February foupd s véry stotie pituation on the XV Corps front, Fneny tanka

30d Pebruazy, CO, 5th T Gp, received word that the 8224 TD Bn (T). was arriving

from the UK and wonld be committed in the XV Corps (46). The CGroup Ex visited the

106th Cav Op and estahlished 1isison (45). ' The CO, 8224 TD Bn, vieited Group CF .

" and vas eriented on its tactical situation (61}, It was decided thab the g22d

would be committed with 63d Div (formérly TF HARRIS, mbchd to the A4th Inf Div),
The battalion wae reported to be scheduled for arrivel in the Corps zome on the
5th Fabruary, o ' - L _

Ath Fetruary, the Fx of 776th TD Bn visfted Group CP end conferred with the

" Group Commmnder (72). 051845 the 8224 TD Bn reported that all elements of the
" battalion had clozed in the assemibly aves vieinity of HAMBACH (4951).

: 6th February, Col. Fwing, Chief of Armored Section, Seventh Army, visited
Group CP and conferred with the Group Commander on policy and tactics of TD's (121).
During the sy of '7 February, the enemy weacted to a 1imited objective attack of
she 70th Div (formerly TH Herrom) with 2 or 3 8P gund and some armored cars, The
15t platoon of “E¥ Co, 609th TD Bn, wes alerted for. employmen ty the 70th Div (141).
In sddition Co MB*, £224 TD Bn, was alerted for movement to the 70th Div and by

dark 8 February, the company closed into the 70th Div mector (141). | |

8 February, Hq, 5th TD Gp, received a letber 'which.authorimd personnel of
the Hq and By Co, 5th TD Gp to wear the battle star for the FNorthern France

* compeign (166). Corps Artdlleary fired on sn cnemy tank, observed 4 hits end claimed

~ the destruction of the tani; -

9 February, 5th 7D Gp received s letier suthorizing personnel of Hg & Hy (o,
5th Th Op to wear the Bronze Battle Star for the Germeny Campalgn (191). The OO and

. Ba2, 776th D Bn visited Group CP and dicussed the present sitvation (189). 5th
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~ plans for ¥V Corps mthack toobtain limdted objectives (190).
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Th Grovp received Opera*lons Instructions #115 which directed the formulation of -
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t.the Dwight D. Eisénhower Presidential Librc;}y-

4l rebruery 10th Armd Div, 609th TD Bn atchd bagen movement from XV Corps "‘i-f-«f./
, 12¢h Awmd Div, 827th TD Bn atehd began closing into ZV Gorps area, -

Februsry, CO and 5-3, 5th TD Op visited 8224 T Bn and the 634 Inf Div, (241)
227¢h TD Bn stehd to 12th Armd Div clossd into Corps ares snd on 12 February was
ched from 12th Armd Div by Army order and woved to s destination outside the
Corps sone, The 2d Fr Ared Div, let RETM TD Bn atchd begen %o move inko XV Corps sone’
Fprior to 122400, The remainder of the divieion closed into the Corps sone bhegiming

13th February, ' ; - ' |
13th Febwuary, CO, 5th TO Gp, visited the armored mectlom of Beventh Armmy to
. jnquire about the statua of the 648th TD Bn, which was scheduled %o arrive in the XV

Corps some. and to be attached to the 70th Taf Div (2¢1). No positive information way
available, There were three tanks or sP guns. destroyed by XV Corps srtlllery.

. | .
1/th February, 5%h TD Op received FO ¥20, Hg, XV Corps, which dirested a limited
objcetive attack In order to straighten out the front lines, ¥o change in TD stiache
mente was made (295), CO, 648th TD Bn, reported to Group Hesdquarters the aftemoon
of the Lith February and was orlented on ¥he tactlcal situation (310).
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15th February the attack Jumped off prioy to daylight, The 4ith Div, reinforced
by the 749th Tank Bn and 776tk TD Bn, moved forward on a 3 regimental front and resched
| it objectives, 776th TD Dn moved forward and provided asasilt fire for the infantry. P
| . and over watched the tanks, One eneny tank was destroyed by friendly tsnks and eight
‘ enomy tanks were Gestroyed by artillery gire, A PH who was reporied to be from 17
88 Tk Bn revealed thet his battalion consisted of 40 assault guns and was in the
battle area completely fueled and ready to fight, During the dey apfro_:dmntaly 10 -
| 15 enemy tanks end 10 SP guns ware cbserved on the divisionsl front (335).

| 16tk February, the 648th TD Bn (T) clesed fnto $he 70th Division sros and ini-

i tiated reconnaissmnce of the division sone prior to conittaent, Oroup Executlve

‘ officer, Major W, V, Giles, was promoted to It. Colonel. '

|

The enemy reacted to the L4th Div attack snd counterattacked on the 16th with
| infentry supported by sbout 14 Lanks, No tanks wers sustcessful in penetrating friendly
} ~ positions hecause of heavy concentrations of srtillery and TD fire, 7 tanks wers
reported destroyed by artillery, others damsged, and the 776th TD Bn reported
enemy tank destr . One TD. was badly damaged by an snemy mine and considered to be .
a total loes (35¢), ' ’ V o

} onD ¢ 2 (O7h February) the 634 and 70th Divisions reinforced jumped off bofore
| daylight snd edvanced to their initlsl objeectiven, The enemy reacted %o the attack -
of the 70th Division by a oounteratiack supported by -about 8 tenks or SP gquns, 4
" heawy toncentration of artillery snd tank fire forced ‘the eneny armor to withdraw.
| Enemy armor in the zone of the Lith Div was sagain active and 7T7%th 1D Bn deatroyed 2
l tenks and damaged a third at close pange during a pre-dawn German sounterattack, ,
| Artillery claimed 3 tanks destroyed and cnie tank was destroyed by basooka fire (385). .
The &48th TD Bn continued reconnalssance with a view of relieving Co "pe, 8224 1D Bmy,
\
|
|
|
|
&

" prior to its movement to the 63d Div, 19th Februarys Sw3 of 648th TD Bn was oriented
on reports and operation procedures of XV Corps’ (370), The following day 3 enemy

tanks were destroyed by Corps artillery.

19 Febyuary, the _InSpactor'Gerieral, AV Corps, visited the Group .Haadquartm to

wake his enmsl inspection (417). Small groups of eneny tanks were in sction ageinat,
and the 776 TD Bn destroyed

the Corps, Artillery destroyed 2, infantyy desiroyed one,

one, . o . ‘ '

| - 20th Febynary, enemy SP guns ageln were in action in the sector ai‘ the 70th and

- Lith Divisions. Artillery fire destroyed one and danaged two (453). _
v Th €45th TP Bn was cormitted oomple;f.ely on 21 February snd hegsn rendering close

l © - gupport to the infantry. =2 Februsary, 745th Tenk Bn destroyed sn enewmy tunk in the
i e of the 70th Division, The following dey TOth Div artillery destroyed another

tank.

- 24th Februsry, Group S-4 contacte
volt conversion kit for 646th TD Bn. An allotment of HVAP

. the first to arrive in the Seventh Amy. . :

d Aymy Ordnance and arranged & relespe for 12
ampunition was received; "
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ID Bn was receiving 5 M-18! TD's 0 train with prior to the reorganisetion of the

sty ;

eprodiced at the Dwight D, Eisenhoiver Presideptial Library
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., A48k February, the 634 Division made a limited objective ettack and met a rend.
Lof 6 « & enemy SP's which fired on advance infantry elements prior to the arrivsl
‘IDis, which were unable to edvance before the rosds had been clearsd, Three SP's
demtroyed by air, and one tanl esch was destroyed by the 776th TD Bn and the 44th
artillery. Armored Section, Seventh Army, notified 5th TD Group that the £24th

‘battalion as a self-propelled unit,

| 24%h Februsry, Ex Officer and Si, 824th TD Bri visited the CP, 5th TD Group, end
sonferred with the Group Executive on probléms relative to reorganization (529).. co,

- 1018t Cav Group, which had relieved the 106th Cav Group, visited Group CP and. vequested

- ID support for his sector (331). It wes felt at Corps and Group that due to the 100%.

-comittuent of TD's within the divisions tl?atmn oould be spared at thai date,

| 26th February, 5th TD Oroup received Opns Instns #127 which directed that the 70th
and 634 Divisions with 645th and 822d TD Bns be attached to XXI Corps, effective by
281200 February (565), €O, 16th TD Group and staff, visited Group CP and were orienisd
on operations and procedures of 5th 0. Orotip (572} - . Lo o

27 February, Corps Ge4 informed 5th T Oroup of a plan to dlstribute 12 each of
the 36 towed guns relessed by the reorganidation of the &24th TD Bn es an 5P unit to
the divisions and Corps artiliery for use fn ground target rader "aniping", in rein.
forelng artillery, and in firing ill!minatj:;n'g shells, T B

' 28 Pobruary, 2d French Armored Divisior, -1st REFW TD Bn attached, was relieved
from XV Corps for movement outside the army sons. At 281200, £22d and 648th TD Bns
were ralieved from XV Corps control and with the divisions to which they were mtbached
came under control of XXI Corps, FO #21, XV Corps, dtd 261600 Feb, again designated
5th TD Group as responsible for the coordination of the AT defense of XV Gorps during

- the eontimance of the sggressive defense (615).

' 'The dentiste of 5th TD Group were ttached to &2/th TD Bn for the perlod and
yrovided dental service for the personnel of that wit,

The Group Ghapiain was attsched to the §24th and 776th TD Bns and held services

- for personnel of these units, Hyq Co, 5th 1D Group, and other nelghboring troops.

- For the period covered, the CO of 5th TD Group served aw AT officer for XV Corps.

During this period IV Corps is credited with kmocking out 39 tanks and 3 selfwpro-

pelled puns. Since XV Corps became operational 3116008 July 1944, the cumulative

total of tmuks end selfupropelled guns liquidated by all troops aseigned, attached, or
in support of XV Corps. totals 951, Of these 951 tanks and melf-propelled guns liquidated,

- 89 were eliminated by Hg, Sth TD Group and 7734 7D.Bn on temporary detached service with
V Corps during the pericd 17 = 22 August 1944. S

_ Dally TD reports of 776th and &24th TD Hna are enclosed to show tobal destruetion
of eneny materiel by these battalions, ' ' "
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Incl #1 - Unit Journal, Hg, 5th TD Group, 1 - 28 February 45

| .. W/ wupporting pepers. o | T

‘Incl #2 - Record of AT Section, XV Corps, of Enemy Tanks Bestroyed
during February 1945 _

Incl #3 ~ Daily TD Report, 776th TD Bn, dtd 28 Feb 45

Inel #4 < Deily TD Report, 824th TD Bn, atd 26 Feb 45
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