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- SUBJCTy Repart Afber Operstions Against The Eneys |
0 3 The Adjutanmt Gmal, Arugy i'iar. Gﬁlﬁgﬂ, War Depurtusnty Wm&b&gﬁm, .néGs' |
THRU 'y Cerymnding General, Third United jsiutem AETg s AFO 103, Uabe Kesis

T ¢ Comsnding General; XV Corps, AP 4%y UsSe Amys o

X In vempllanoe with var 10 _mm}m as smonded Y Change 3&2&%@5 9 arch
1943 and Pur 2 Third United States amy Jegher, file AC 319,1(G-3)CND, Subjosts
) Mhiméﬁ sinot. neny, Reporte After; dated <1 duly 1904 the folloming voport is -

- 24 im!ﬁﬂ yaybore followding pew.'nuad wtataments made in the xvgé’,‘._.l,;'}r;:‘ oo to
JOURNAL [RTHIES muds $n the Unit Journsl of the Sth Tank Destroyer Croups sofresponds
iogly meobared exiracted trus coples helng sttachied as inclosurw dly o

34 - Report, Aftor Operstions Agalnst ﬁiam:w & Pardod GLOGUMY Augast A9 «
3343598 August Ihdys ; W

. SthiD Group, sttached to XV Corps, baciso operational slong vlkh the Corps on
1 dugust 19kt At this tims the Group CP was located in the vielnity of HARCHESLAN
- AL (357A2)s Crotp rematned dn this Jooation wntdl 0310328 Aug wb 194 ot which tdma
. Wovement s mede Lo now area dn the vieinity of AVRANCIES st (372109)) distance .

travellsd, 3, milos (1)e At Q50105 August & five himkired pound bord was dropped two

hundred. yarda from the Group CF, oausing mo casusliios or damge (2)s - Gréup remained

%?)um doeatlon wntil 6 August, coordivating plons for the. Gorpe Antitenh: defenae
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At 0617108 Augusty CP clossd at (371107) and moved to vicinity of L IOUWGIEF
at (597556)y distance travelled, 5)e2 milss (4) i __ AR

L O GBI1508 Angust, CP clowed at L& BOWGHINF and meved to vicinity of §T JiAR N
at (998,04) opening thers st 15408 hoturej distance travellod, 30.5 miles (5)« On
this date Mllleting detail sent out in advance hsd o skirmdsh with the ooy, wlo had

not bean ¢loaved/from the ares, resulidng in the wounding and cevacuntitet of Capbain
ROBERT Dy HSTON, O-367799, and T/5 lareel As Vachon, 20139772y (6). For gallantry
in-thelx ﬁchﬁm, Captain AOWARD K. STIVIR, 0-393084, was rocoemeonded fov the oward

-of the Sver Shur, ' ' - :

On 3003300 August, CP closed st (998404) and moved to vieinity of BAVIGHE at
(458697); distmwce travelled, 35 miles (7)s ' , '

| On JZIA15D August, CP elosed st SAVIGHG and opsned in viednity of ALGKON at
(360845) b 22208 bours; distance travelled, 33 milos (d)s Boginning st cpprescimetely
- R23008 the pancrel ares surrounding the CF wes subjected to a heuvy aly attocky
- Approximotely 50 mediun boube were dropped causing no damsze or easuslbles within the

On the 13 sugust, the Y73rd 7D Battalion, having bean sseigned to XV Corpe ard
attached to Jth T0 Group, snd upen arrivel in the Corps séobor, ruportad in to the
- Group Hesdaumeters m-.aaim hours (9)e Otdess wera lssued to movs the 77514 T
Battalion Srom DAHCUEL (as soon as it sredved thers) to an ares A the vicnity of
EBSAY, which locabion afforded good routes to reinfovds oither the 2nd irench Armored
Division, fb Amorel Division, 80th Infuntvy Division, or the 79kh Tafmtey
Diviaton, ao tho situation dictabed (10); | | '

Larly on the morning of 14 Auguet, Major Busch, Assistant Corpe Antdbank
Offisar ascaemsnled by 5-3, GCA, 5th Arorod Divisicn, visited Group CF vith -
information of an dmminent armored counter-attack m the vieinity of ARGHETAN (11)e
Praliminary plans were made to move the 773rd T0 Battalion under Group control to the
- vieindty of ARGEHEAN with the miseion of rainforeing sither or buth ths 5th Avmored
- Division and the 2nd Fronch imsered Division snd gwirsntoo that no ey aimor brsade -
- through the spsarhend hold by thw divisions, This plan was appeoved syl opdeved to be
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" 5%h 1D Group with €0, 773rd 1D Battalion ¢
_and discovered thet OCA was boing pulled out. of the line Lo prspars idr 4.
mevement, the 773rd 10 Babbalion would be reguired to take up andt hold thwilr advance

- of infambry to mipport its forward pomitions of ¥ Gompery. This roost wes
77306 10 Batbalicn (20)s

Colonel Hesan, Doputy Chilef of Gtaff, XV Corps visited Group CP and discussed plans.

fact that the 2nd Frenech Avmered Bivision had moved well, forward in itz sector, and
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fascuted by Chief of $¥aff of XV Gorps (12),
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At 0085 1n 0 of T73rd TD Battelion was dispatehed o his unit with the Instructicns |

4 that his unih move lmmedlately to the Rorthwest, axis of advance, SHES - HURTREE, snd
be prepared to support CCA, 5th Armorsd Ulvision, from atback from the West, North, or

sesb {15)e. Ab 10300 hours, a.wvasce CF of A4 U Group aoved cut Lo vieinity of -
ARGIFLAN,  Enrouie the advance P party stopped by CF of 5th Axmorsd Pivie

conferencs with G-3 and 0G, coordinetlng the defunse plan (14}, 4t 1

nierired wWith 06, CCAy 5t

Tar g long

rond blocis witll the arrival of the $0th Difantyry Diviaion, aod in sddision be
prepared Lo repel any wrmored abtack leunchod by the enemy in thedy. sesbow (15),
Accordingly, G0, 5th D Group, ordered rzoohnaissaned be made Inmedistaly 2l & plan
formileiol Lov tha complete relief of (A, bbh srmored Division, Besedl ont bhis '
reconnaissance Company "A' and Gompany "Bt 4, 773rd 1D Battaliony wers placed in®
positions fcar SAICHAUL (250157) and DORDEAUX (292390) yeppeetively, thoarely row
lieving CU4 el Lolstering the defunses of the 2nd French Armoyed Fivigion within
their sector (16)e The advance Group and betbalion CPfs were opensd 2008 4n the
vicinity of wUHNIAN st (294139); distance Lravelled, 30,9 miles (A7 Je o

The might of 1~15 August was generally ¢uiet with some ensmy aftiliseey five
moted, Theoe enuyy were killed and 51 pristners were taken, :

On 15 Awmast orvders were received through In 0 from Deputy Chisf of shaff, Xy
Gorpa, that who Group and attachad betbelion would give ocloes suppost to the 90th
Infontry Division in ibs attack, with emphasis on enemy counter-stback f¥am the
Hesu, lorth, or Horth-Zast (18), On this debe advance CP and rear ochelon Joined ot
1715 near CHALLLCUE (A51319) where CF was opened adjesert to Headyuarberd, 90th
Infantry Divisicn S0 order that close cosrdfkation be expedited {19)¢ Tn the
aftarnoon of 15 Augnst request was nwde to C=3 s 90th Infantry Divisiom, for s company

granted, and "It Company, 358th Infartry Reziment, was sent forward 4o support the

On 16 Aupust information Prom XV Corps Amsistent Anbitenk Officer Instructed
tha Group to comidnme on ite present mission (21). On the afbermoon of the 1b6th

for moviiy, Lhe Geoup and its battalion to bhe East to rejoin IV Corps in the event
he was given the inetiuctions to movs the tuo undte (22). In additien, CO, 773vd
1D Battaliof, wes instructed to pull back his vA* Compary to rsserve in vilew of the

there wos wiplo AT defensé 4dn thelr zones,

At 22158 bowrs, orders wers issued to move 773rd ID Bn less "I Compary to a
position of resdiness in the vieinity of ALGNUCHES (L0K0) with the mizsion of
reconnoitering for routes and position areas to reinforcs 90th Infantzy Pivision

and their abtached 07th TD Battalion (23).

During the duy of the 16th the 773zd TD Battalion captured 36 Iis. : -

At O530R hours the morning of 17 August, Group received 90bh Mivision 5% Nos 21
and Third irsmy Froedslonal Cerps Operations Order No. 1 which stabed tlmi &l
proparabions for sn atback North would be complated hy 1000B hours. The mission for
the Sth 1D Group wae to ramain dinttially in precest posibions prapared Ho support
thz atback of the 90%h Division on Corps order (24).

At 97100 hours GO visited LV Corps CP and met with General Saffay, Third Army
Provisional Corps Commander, whéie he was desigusbaed as the antitank (fficer for the
Provisicnal Jorps. _

_ At 1030p conference wao held with Major Hughes, Antitens OfLficer, Y0th Infantry
Division, to coordinate us: of The within ' _ :

" the 90Lh Divisim sector (25)s

At 11338 hours jrovisional Corpe Commander ealled €0 in for conference on Anti-
tank plans (26)s At this conference General Gerow, V Corps Comuander, was preseut,
and At wes apparent ab this time that the ¥ Corpe would meake the atback ihebesd of
the Irovisionsl Corps, and that the atback would ‘motibe lauhched wmbil the morning of
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18 lupwste  In the aftermcon the Germans lounchod an attasl wlorys bhe front of ‘bhe ?ﬁ"
C idvision and vAv and uet Compandes of 773rd 1D Dutbslion were moved |
up to vielndty of LK BOURG ST LEORAHD with tho misaion of giving cloge support o

tha 359th Infandoy Ragimert (27). 'The 773vd 1D Battalion knosmud ok seren Kk v
- konks, Durlig the evening, Group 0O visited the V Gorps CP, 90th Divisien GF,
. 80th Divisdon OP; and 77304 D Battallon CF, and was told by General Gsrow that
© doasmnch ss tha €0y 3rd TV Group was not (present and dnasmich ag he wes sendor
. TB -effiget in the Corps; he was duly appdinted ¥ Corps AT OfLiger awder General
Hedmioh (28 & 29)e Flans wares made that ri Conpangy, 773rd 79 Babbalion would he
- reldevad fron 806k Divislon seetor as sogn as 610th 10 Babbailiom (bbachsd te 80
Ddvision) conld move in to relieve the campany, theraby ridesglag o1 of she 773m
ID Batialion to be widldwed in the 90t Jivision sector (29), == - S

- Buely on the moming of the 18bh, the Group CP was moved Jopth along with the %
90tk Divieion CP to vieinity of NOFARF I PIN (451319); distaiew Svawidled, o5 :
miles (30)s In the early afterncon the 30 ard 53, 993nd 0 Bsbbalion, (V Corm
reserve 19 Anttalion) visified Growp CF whare they wwro orieited husd the following
DRGSR e @) S gy o s
: Lompary s 77304 T don, 2) podlblone fron wideh Lo ropsl enamy L ik
- abback from the North and West %o the 329 coordinats, | B Pﬁl
- mipsiony to sonduet raconnsissance wibh Y :
By ropal atbacks of enamy armor from the HMiras _ &
(4043) ond any tanke moving to the Wesu idron GOUPEERN FORSST ( _
&b I5408 hours Ceneral Holnich, 04, ¥ Corps Artillery, visibed Greup 0P and way
glven gn okline of the Corps Antitank Defense by the Group Gy Yo wik, wbildize the
- 607th (1) D Patbalion in the Eaph seclor of the $0th Infanbry Division with the ,
niselan of protecting the Corps right flehky the 775 T0 Debtallon in clome HRPPORL
of this 350tk snd 356LK Infantry Replementy tposrheading the attack to tiw Horthy g
the 61i%h 10 Batballon supporting the 00th Infantey Division dn its sectory and the

89500 D Pattalion to reinforee in the £0th Division scctor {3}
A% 22300, Majov Pugheo, ATO, S0Lh Pivision, was oricated o the len of the

Sth 1D Group (33), u | ey
One B IV tenk was knoced sub by T730d D Battallon on this dabe, g 4
, ' \ - 2 o

. On 19 August I9G4 sb 230D, Major Loorn, Bx ¢, 773rd T febialion, was called
Yo Group GF whors be intormed the froup €0 that #B0 Comparg' hod boest palisved by &
coagany foou the €93rd 10 Battaliem, Hajor loore wan ovdernted o Lhe mission _
asslgngd ho the 90th Divieion ond was piven the mission fov "I Conony 10 conbaeh
the 3rd fettelion, 358th Infanbry Regiment, ard be prepured to eusport that

- batialion during ite attack to be lawnched st 0500 (Fhjs  "A Dot wany held U4 at
- LB BOURG ST LAUNNRDg wpn Compeny advarced North ard Hoptlwost in mapport of the
14 Battalion, 358th Infentxy Regimenty WO Coopony advaneed Hovth in suppert, of the
st ad Snd battalions of the 35%h Infantry Regimerds Durdng the advence the '
battalion destroyed 2 sk V and 5 2k IV torkie and captured 13 joisohers of waw,

In the wediing plans ware made vith Ge3, 90th Divisdm, €0 s GU7BE D Buttallon,
and (0 St I8 Group for relieving the 77304 10 Battalion on the follewlng worning,
ey aibuatlion pormibiing, by having the G0fh 74 Battelion bole over Lhedy -
migadonay inassuch 68 clements of the ind Prench Avwred Division, coudng up on
the 90bMDivision right boundery, released the groater portdm of the 607Lh i

- Batbaddon from dts mission of antibank defenss on the wight flams (39).
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: On 20 August the smoxy situation was such thab rédief of he 772 1v Batbaldon
- wes Lmpessible, AL elunenbe of the enemy ssught dn the trsp wers sttaspting to mu
She gaunblet and eoricate thauseives Dvem the fast elosing poctwbe Inasmuch as the
773ed i Babtalion was in position of close support Lo the 358k sl B59th Infantey

- Regiments in whs vioinity eod Lo bhe soubh 82 CHADWOIS s bhay could st be relieved

T o Apowsl 00308 the ensny sttemptod 10 breek tivough south of UIAHOLS and SBERDY
"t tho Jagb.  The Lirst platoon of MM Company, 77474 10 Bablbeddon, dn posdtlon

T hopbh of FOE and in the vicinity of niil 129, was snelreled by Shda abbeupbed

o eatape wmwd pesvy lonnes wore dnflicked on the snmmy im ddw LiveefSght which amsuedy
© 7 Bhie platoon alter mxpending all its suanition and loming ene destrover to spay
e ‘f'szj 4 withirew to. ils company F around 0600 vo remupply, Ib wie plamosd timb the '
© Pirst platoon of d4 Company wolld replags Lhwin by moving up inby tlighr pomition,
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Atk i’dmt platoon i An Gompa.ny wt amdmtaly 0900, muuborod. tha oy pri.er
to reaching the old positions of the first platcon of "Ct Comparyy - Later this -
#"  platoon was reinforced by the third platoon MA" Coapary; 773 TU Babtalicm,  In the
: i‘ir-fight which .follmod theso plat.oons cau.eed ham dmge and casualties on ’ohe
mv ) 1. )

[ : 1‘
At 080033, Gcmparv "B" 773 Tank Beatroyar Bat.talion aeoompanie vell
tha elogsst supporb to ‘the 3rd Battalion o? the 3581',& Ini‘natry Regieent in their B

to fimly consolidate and hold thﬁ.-r obje; 2y 3
“dyops moving down from the North, The fulfillmar :

firetsfirm physical contact of a major forps advanci.ng i‘r.
major force movihg down from the horth thup ‘establishing the firs
betwesi the American and British Armies oni the Eastern side o th
pooket. ‘At this junction the Polish Troopk turned a Geyman Coxpt
. by them, over to members of "I Canparny . f°§' processing and éafe k
- sequently this Gorps Commander was turned rver to the Brd Bat’

Re.p;ﬁmant for processing and evacuatiom .

E

Iﬂ:her thnt evening appa.rently after pegrouping for anothe
defensos, the German eho.se to attempt & brealct.hrough at CHAMBOIS
Tan :|.nw the 2nd Battealion of the 359th an‘bry Regiment and the

of #C* Company, 773 1D Battallon which was J.ater reinforced b
“A* Gompery, 7730d TD Bettalion ( m:m&w 16008) and the first pl
Gcmpo.w, T73ed TD Battalion (nppmdmtelr’ 14308). ’l‘hz.s arbtem;z*,_” Lo
hawy looses were inflicted on the enemy, ' s , P

2y

ot s

metm was scvere throughout the da;r and continued up to dark. The I‘ollowing -
is & list of damage inflicted on the enemy by the 773rd TD Battalion and the 607t.h :
D Battalion during the course of the da;y’: p . . _

!r
J'

20 gt 1o MGV M MKV EP ODHES AT GUIS ma&_mﬁam.‘
773rd 1D Bettalion T 0 9 35 15 L2 0 102 [
Wthmmattaum T e N I o ams

: %648 believed that thil s the grmtalt K1) made by ‘rank Déatmyera opemt:h)g
_in support of and within an Amorican D:wis:.w Seclor o ay smg,l« dm'mg the
prucnt- w&r. , . _ _

'rrm day of 21 .mgemt. was gemnlly quiet, with all. tho TD; ¥ & ‘ iﬁfpoqd.iién;

broximbe]y 100 prisoners wers taken during. f.he da.v;

During tha morning of 22 August all companies of t.he 773rd m Bat.talipn wers
“yeldeved from the front lines, coordinated by (~3; 90th Infantry Division, and 5th
“ 9D Group. The 773rd ID Ba.ttalion was assarbled in the vicinity of IE BOURG ST B
Lﬁmﬂﬁ m thareupon moved to rear ares near CI&IIMUE thers at 18108 hours.

Haa&auaﬂers, Sth T Group romained in its praaent 1ooa.tion ad,jacent. to 90bh
Infantw Pivision at the closme of this pericd, _ .

23 August 1944, 5th Tank nestroyer Group and 773rd 'm Ba:btalion rem:.ned in
“bivouac areas wntdl 231740B when Group headquarters moved to rendezv‘eus with 773rd
™ Pattalion in vicinity CHAILLOUE, :

AL 1800, 5th Taak Daestroyer Group and 773rd 1D Ba.ttmonmved to rejoin XV Garps

and arrived vicl.nity BREZOLLES at 24058 (37), Route and clearance was given to Group '/

" Gommander by First WS, Army thru V. Cobpse 240700B August the march to XV Corps -

| as:anb}y arsa was rosumed and at 241130B Group headquarters and 773rd 1D Bnttalion .
~ cloged in bivoua.e 2 miles N¥ of LONGNES (1.,82554) (38). _ R .

s Dur;ing tha afternoon 24 August the Grmzp Commander visited 'bha CP of the 813&11 N
YD Battalion in the SEINE bridgehead, and the XV Corps CF, fomﬂa.t-ing plans te "~
 strengtlien the Corpa AT defanse. (39)s . o P
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SReeommoiter position for 1 ompany to reinforce 813th T0 Battalion risht secher of
407 79th Divistony (2) rocotnoiter for assembly aréa just North of the Esmg.; (3) to
“ ¢ recornoiter for assembly poaition Just Seuth of the SEINE (40),

- At 2509%00B Anguét, G0, 773rd kiy?) Battal:mn contacted S13th Bafsta.lien am mada
reconnaissencd and plans to move Company "B, 773rd TD Battalion, to SEINE-bridge~
head, vioinity of LINAY (607633). Durkng tm morning 25 August Ehe troup Commander
vizited the XV Corps CP and received apuroval UG, XV Corps, to move "I (o 7s

- 73rd 1D Battallony across the SEIRS to re.mrorce the rig,hb sector of the’??ﬁh
Division front (41} o o |

251300, i %mpaw; 773cd M Battalian, was moved to asserbly ms:!.tiimamar
M(WGBB) (il)e Novement was eompletcd“‘ 251515 Upon arrivaly ¥pi. Gmm,
7i3rd 1D Battalion, pussed from Group con to the 79th Division, €0, HBE. "
Conpany, 773rd 1D Battalion, reported to COy &13th TD Battalion and z-eeas.m
reconnaissance order to reinforce right seotor, 813th 10 Battalions i “

.- wes sompleted Yy dark, 25 Aupusts } :

 During the morning of 26 August the uruup Commander visited XV Corps CP snd
raceived orisntztion on plan to expand SEINH bridgehead (42), At 2610308 atgust,
Batta:éi;g 0((?;?&:1@, 773rd D Battalion, was oriented on the plan, and t._muta‘bﬂ.va
use of TDa . SR

} . L
‘ At 26163‘33 August the Germans sbtacked the S:INE bridgehcad Hi‘bh tmkts Bnd
infantry. YB Company, 773rd 7D Battalion, iran moved ‘to readiness positions; one

mection was caunibted to firing positions, no action was taken against the w
by "B Gompanyy 773rd 10 Battalion,

CGroup Gcmmdw vi:ited XV Corpes CP duzd.ng, the morning of 27 August. :mci retumed

with order that "B Coanmpany, 773rd 9D Battalion, would retum to Corps when 30th

Divisdon toolk over right (Bast) part of 79th nivimlon sector at 2712008 AGHUEt,

Group Commander dirvested that Company B, 773cd TD Battalion, would remain ot

5 giapoea%#oi #13th 10. Ba‘btﬂien (7oth Division) mtil direct order from (?‘rou ‘ m
- issued (4h)e ' -

Berly mm-ing of 27th August, *BY Company, T73rd TD Pattalion, was a" anblad
at bUI.TAHGU{JEf! in 79th Divieion sector prepared to suprort the asvencs of 7¢th
Division or tif be withdrawn to battalion. aaswb}y position vicinity mr

oAb 2&3153 August.; Croup !‘eewived Operetions Instructions No. 9, AV € iignd :
which directed 00, 5t.h 1D Group reconnoiter assetbly positions in vicinity CONDE
and be praparsd to move t9 these poaitions (45). At 281015 August, Group bill
. party moved to assenbly area to arrangs to billet 5th Th Group md TBrd 1D Ba
on arrival (46)e At 1100 hours Colonel Jacchy issued ordars with approval UG,
XV Corps, to withdraw Company "B, 773rd 1D Battalion, to battalion maanbly ares.
at, LONGNIS, This move was complebed 2813108 Auguat (47)e

" The Gmup bammnder also received pemission to move 5th I Group and ?73rd
TD Battaldon to nor assenbly position o CONDE (555327) beginning it 38150&:! Auguet
(45)s This movo a8 completed 2813108 August (48).

5th Tanlk Destroyor Group and 773rd T Hattalion spend day, 29th Jiuguﬂt on
intensive maintcniance and resupply. At 2912508 the Group Commander returnsd Yo
Group CP with information thet XIX Corps had fully relieved AV Corps as of 2912006
At 292100, 5th D Group recelved Operations Instructions #12, XV Corps, widch
directed the 5th TO Group end 773rd TD Battalion to move ast in Corps t.rcaeps
colum to vieinity of ROZAY (L8A212) (50)« .

At 3009355, Group billeting party departed fo:' new gassobly area. Leac!.‘mg
elements of Group serdal crossed IP at RAMPOUILLET st 1230, sovement was “completed

at 3020408 Augnst (51)e | |
The day 31 Auvgust was szpent in assunbly area vicinity of ROZAY in renewed {I}f’

maintenance and inal resupply. This concludes operations for the pa-i‘ N Y
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Ingl 71 - Extracts from Unit Journaly, 5th T
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" -g«;r-‘t m935 . TIH [}mp Gmman{ltr 4ssued orders to GO, 7731‘81 7D, B&tﬁﬂim, tﬁ (1) |
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